
All clear, says minister after stagnant 
water removed from 648 city streets 

CHENNAI: Minister for Revenuo and Disaster 
Management KKSSR Ramachandran on Sunday 
said that "stagnated water has been removed 
from all the 648 places in Chennai (sic)." 

The Minister, in a press comnmunique, said the toll 
free number 1070, these days, received 417 calls of 
which solution has been provided for 268 calls and ac 
tion has been recommended for the remaining 149 by 
forwarding them to the officials concerned. Of 417 
calls, 217 were regarding the water stagnation in 
Chennai and solution has been provided for all the 
problems raised. 

The minister also said that in Chennai, till Satur 
day, 66 trees were uprooted and they were removed. 
On Sunday, only one tree was uprooted and works are 
on to remove it. There are 169 relief camps setup in 
Chennai and as of now, from October 29 til Novem-
ber 5, 2.83 lakh food packets were distributed. Howev 
er, the relief camps are empty as people returned to 
their houses after the water that entered their houses 
drained. 

Tamil Nadu receiveda total of 4.84 mm of rainfall 
for the 24 hours, ending at 8 am on Sunday, and May-
iladuthurai district received the highest of 22.92 mmn. 
Eraniel in Kanniyakumari district received the high-
est of 76 mm of rainfall in the State. 

So far, 26 persons have died since the commence-
ment of the northeast monsoon season but there was 
no death recorded on Saturday. However, 26 cattle 
died and 67 houses and huts were damaged. 

According to the IMD predictions, a low pressure 
area is set to form in southwest Bay of Bengal near 
Sri Lanka on November 9 and it is set to move in the 
northwest directior 
Nadu. However, light to moderate showers are ex 
pected in districts such as Chengalpattu, Villupuram, 
Cuddalore, Thanjavur, Nagapattinam, Mayiladu-
thurai, Pudukottai, Theni, Dindigul, Madurai, Virud-
hunagar, Tenkasi, Thoothukudi, Tirunelveli, Kanni-
yakumari, Ramanathapuram and Sivagangai dis 
tricts on Monday. 

Garbage floating in a lake after the recent rains 

Plastic waste washed into 
lakes raises eco Concerns 
RUDHRAN BARAASU 

CHENNAI: The metropolis may 
have waded through the first 
spell of monsoon with just 
bruises but has brought 
severe environmental 
degradation caused by 
humans to the fore. Garbage 
dumped near water channels 
and lakes in the suburban 

"For example, surplus water 
from Agaramthen lake directly 
goes to Pallikaranai marsh and 
then to the sea. Most of the gar 
bage seen in the lakes is plastic 
waste," he said. 

Apart from 
vironment, the garbage affects 
the lake ecosystem thus affect 
ing fish breeding. 

Darwin Annadurai said bet. 

to hit the coastal areas of Tamil pacting the en-

areas, including the newly 
formed Tambaram corpora 
tion, was 
lakes in the area by the rains. 

ter door-to-door garbage collec-
tion in newly developed areas 
such hed into major as Thirumancheri, 
Mappedu and Madambakkam 

- where real estate is gaining 
pace- by the local body could 
address the problem to some ex-
tent. "Hotels should be closely 
monitored for garbage dump-
ing and proper handing over of 
garbage to the Corporation," he 
said. 

Safe water: Chlorine tablets 
distributed to 12L residents 
CHENNAI: To prevent monsoon diseases, the Chennai 
Metro Water board distributed chlorine tablets to 12 
lakh residents, and drinking water tests were carried 
out by the officials in the city. Public is advised to mix 
the chlorine tablet with 15 litres of drinking water and 
Consume it after two hours. It will prevent the spread 
of diseases like cholera and dengue. The Chennai 
Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Board 
(CMWSSB) supplies 1,000 MLD drinking water across 
the city daily, which is benefitted by 85 lakh people In 
200 wards. The quality of distributed drinking water ls 
monitored by a team of trained personnel headed by 
an executive engineer and analysts. And 10 external 
contractors are carrying out the work of collecting 
drinking water samples throughout the city. Earller, 
the samples were collected only at 300 places dally. 
Now it has been increased to 600 places daily. 

Darwin Annadurai of Eco Socie-
ty India said garbage has 
washed into lakes including Se 
laiyur, Rajakilpakkam, Sem-
bakkam, Mappedu, Agara 
mthen and Thirumancheri. 

"llegal dumping of garbage 
continues close proximity to the 
lakes, micro and macro drains, 
vacant lands as well as on the 
roadside in several parts of the 
Tambaram corporation. Public 
also dump garbage near the wa 
ter bodies," he pointed out. 

Garbage is thrown into 
rainwater channels that carry 
the surplus to lakes. From 
lakes, the garbage enters the 
sea while some settle at the 
bottom of the lakes. 

M Elangovan, Tambaram 
Corporation Commissioner, 
said the civic body is invalved 
in door-to-door garbage collec 
tion and will look into short. 
comings in the collectlon oper 
atlons. 

To arrest trash getting car 
rled into lakes, trash collector 
meshes vill be installed at reg 
ular intervals across the drains 
and canals carrying water to 
the lakes," he assured. 


