MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MERTING CONDUCTED FOR THE
PROFOSED SAND QUARRY PROJECT OVER 2 EXTENT OF
11.07HECTARES BY M/S. TEER WATER RESQURCES DEPARTMEBNT.
MINING AND HMONITORING  DIVISION AT S.F.NO.I [PART).

VILLAGE,.GUDIYATHAW TALUX. VELLORE BDISTRICT ON 25.08.203238 &
11.00 AM. IN SHRI KRISHNA MAFAY, AGRAMCEERI VILLAGH.
CUDIYATHAM TALUK. VELLORE DISTRICT

Present :

L. Thiru. M. Venkatraman - Revehue Divisional Qfficer.

Gudivatham Taluk.

2. Thiru G. Ravichandran, M.E - District Bnvironmental Eaginger,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Vellote
And project proponent and public of 161lnumbers (Atiendance recards 18
attacheéd)

Introduction:

The District Environmenral Engineer, TNPCB, Vellore Districy, welcarmed
all the participants in the public hearing mceting, including ths Revenue
Divisional Officer, Police, Media, Industrv representatives. and the publlh who
came to give their views. He also said thar the Ei’s'\—"‘._u"(.:'-;'llﬁ'\:’il{li Lrnpect
Assessment (EIA) report under the Environment Protection Act 1985 was
published on September 14, 20086, and at the end of the report, a table has
been provided listing the projects and aclvities that reguire envireniiental

clearance.

In this context, the Tamil Nadu Mining Corperation has submitizd =
report to the Envirommental Impact Assessment Authority © abiain
erivironmental clearance fur the propesed sand guarry mining project il SUrvey
number 1, Kuthambakkam village and survey number Z13. Anangenzllors
village in an area of 11.70 hectares. As part of this, a public héaring 18

mandarory.

Accordingly. the public announcement regarcing ihe pulllic nearing
meeting was published in the *Dhinathandhi” and “indian Express®
nievrspapers on 23.08.2023. Bascd on this. the meéting 1s currently beang held

under the leadership of the respected Revenue Divisional Oificer, Gutlivarrem

e further said that the indusiry representavives will explair in deral

thre.dzh a video presentation abeut the projects, activities. the mapact thaey




Bave: and the measures that will be talken to mitigate the impact. After that,
the pubhe should clearly express their views, suggestions, and questions,
mentioning their name. village and father's name. He also said that all the
evenis that will take place here will be recerded on video and sent to the State

Environmental Impact Assessment Authority for taking necessary action.

After that, the District Enwvironmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution
Control Board, Vellore requested the Revenue Divisional Officer to conduct the

meeting a1 behalf of the Tamti]l Madu Pollution Control Board.

Eevenue Divisional Officer, Gudiyaibam Tzink:

The Revenue Divisional Officer, welcomed everyone and requested the
public to share their views on the benefits and impacts of the proposed sand
quarry mining preject in survey number 1 Kuthambakkam village and survey

number 2 12 Ananganallore village in an area of 11.70 hectares.

Iandustry people:

Following this, represeniatives [rom the Temil Nadu Public Works
Deparoment (PWD) presented a detailed PowerPoint presentation on the project.
Fe greeted the Revenue Divisional Officer. District Environmental Engineer.
Police Officers. and Public who had zore to the public hearing meeting. The
environrmental Impact assessment is being submitted for sand mining by band
in an arga of 11.70 heetares in Kuthambalkkam village in survey number 1 and
Anangansilore village in survey number 213 of Gudiyatham taluk in Vellote
district. Permission 1s sought ior a lease period of one year te exiract sand
here. There is naturally 3,51,610 cubic meters of sand here, but we are going
o extract only 1.17.615 cubic meters of sand. The sand survey was condugcted
i & sormal manner in the pasi, but now we arg going to conduct the sand
survey using modern methods used in countries lilee the United States and
France. The amount of sand is dccurately calculated with the help of digital

photometry, satellite, and drone.

Further he said that the sand quarty could provide 63 jobs per day. He
also szic thal they have studied the types of trees and bird species in the area.
They have calculated that 320 wees can be planted along the riverbank, with a
distance o7 4-3 meters between cach tree. The total cost of the project is
estimated 1o be Rs. 45 lakh, with Rs. & lakh for the environmentzl management
plan and Rs. 2 lakh for the CER project to provide necessary facilities (o

government schools in Kuthambakkam and Ananganallore villages.

Accordmg to government guidelines, the air quality shotild be between 10

and 100 micrens, but the averags air quality in five locations in this area is 40



raicrons, which is below 100. The dust level in the air will inereass by 1.4% dusg
to the constructon of this quarry, which means that it will increase from 40 1o
41.4%. Therefore, there will be no impact. Based on the water testing
conducted here, the water quality is good. Finally, he said that he is ready 1o

answer the questions and opinions of the puble.

Revenue Divisional Officer. Gudivatham Taluk:

Following this, Reveriue Divisional Officer asked the public to share theis
questions, “important opinions, and any objections. After thar, the puble

expressed their views one by one as follows
Thiru. R. Venkatesan, Agramcheri:

The village of Agramchern has bgen banned from sand mining since 1983.
Three studies have been conducted to assess the feasibility of sand mining i
this area, and all three have been rejected. This ban is in place because the
area has a high concentration of sand, which is contributing to the reglon's
41% air pollution rate. If sand mining were allowed, the air pollution rate wauld
be even higher. A sand quarry was recently constructed in the Kanndan Lake,
which is located in the Agararncheri area. The government initially anapuneed
that the quarry would only be 1 meter deep and would extract only 300 cubic
meters of sand. However, the quarry has sinee expanded fo the extent that it
now reaches the Sevazhai region. The government officials now slaim that thay
will only mine sand n the areas of Kuthambaklam andAnan apallore They
sav that there will be no impact on the nearby villages of Agramchesi.

Chinnacheri, Melalathur, and Kothakuppam.

Think about it. They are deceiving us by saving that they will on.gy exlract
one meter of sand in this arse and that there will be no impact en us. All these
villages, namely Kuthambakkam, Ananganallore, Agramcheri, Chinnachsri,
Melalathur, Pattu. Kothakuppam, have water storage tanks and bore wells cn
the bed of the Palar River. In addition, the jomnt drinking water schemie or
Odugathur town starts from this Agramcheri village and goes 10 Udungatnur
area. Through the Odugathur joint drinking water scheme, water is supplied to
all the areas including Gandhi Nagar. Agraharam panchayat, Tholappalll
panchayat, Gururajapalayam panchayat, Veppakuppam panchayal, and

Odugarhur town panchayat frem this Agramcheri panchayat.

There is a law that a sand quarry should not be locats=d within thyse
iilometers of a joint drinking water scheme area. Similerly, thers is z law thai
a sand quarry should not be located within 500 meters of a pore well thal Is

under the conuol of a panchayat in each village. The wwo villages of



‘Cuthambaldeam and Ananganallors are receiving drinking water from the area

where vou are planning to build a Gaamy.

Parmers in the arca have been using bore wells for irrigation. Due to the
blessings of Varuna Bhagavan, the Palar River has been flowing for the past
three vesrs. but six years 2go, there was no water in the Palar River lor six
sonsecutive years. Every village head has built at least 15 bore wells. A total of
11 bore wells have been installed in Agramcheri parchayat, of which 10 bore
welle have been damaged and only one is In use, which is used to supply
drinking water to the people ence a week. Government officials say that therc 1s

aad water in this area.

s

Heawever. five villages in the arca are now using only can waler.
Therefore, il & sand quarry is built in this area, it will affect the farmers and all
the villagers who depend cn drinldng water. The speaker said that ali
government officials and the en tire ~ural agricultural community and workers

in the area are opposing the construction of a sand quarry 10 avoid this impact.

There is 42 feet of sand i sur area. They have planned to loot this sand
today, If we do not protect this sand, the Palar River in this area will become a
desert in the future. I it becomes a desert, there will be no water for
agriculture, no water to drink, and we will all have to go to Chennai for work.
All the village heads in this area have opposed this plan and passed resolutions
al the village council meetings. We do not need a sand quarry in this area. We
will not allow the construction of a sand guarry. Therefore, we are oppoesing

this project

Thirn. Z.2. Mahalingam. Xoothambaklkam village:

The PWD government officials said that {he water quality in this area is
sxcellent. They brought a bottle of water {rom this area and asked if we could
avinl it When [ tested the water in my agricultural land at the laboratory in
Melalathur, Uhey said that the TDS is above 2000, but the PWD government
~fficials said thart it is only 800. If the TDE in water is above 2000, it is useless
lor agricullure. We are losing livestock, people. and children as well as drinking
water and ground water due to digging wells more than 30 feet. The opinion of
all the people here is that we don't need a sand guarry. This sand quarry

shouid net e allowed as it will cause many problems.

Thirn, B. WMugilan, Karur:

The caordinator of the Tamil Nadu Envirenmental Protecrion Movement

saicl that he had worksd with the Sahayam Inguiry Committee on granite



scams fdr a yedr and sxpossd s scarm worth Rs.1,13,000 croves. He also said

that he had started the Cauvery River Protection Movement and closed all the
sand quarries in Karur district in 2017, no just the 7 quarries in the distrien

He said that he'is currently coming from Karur, In the project notification, the

document provided by them states that there are no approved houses within &

radius of 300 meters from the village administration officer of Anangznal
and Kuthamballkem. He said that there is a repert that guarries should netl be

allowed within 300 meters [Tom residential areas in Section 38-1 of 1832,

However, the project designer has stated in the preject summary veporl

on page 3 that tlhiere is a residential area with 1739 residents in the village of

Ananganallore, 105 meters from the location of the quarry. He said that the
report is full of lies and fabrications. He said that the Adhi blicom! company.
which designed the project. had forged the signarure of the willage
administration officer in the project report for the Krishnamouosthy stone
quarry, a limestone quarry in Karur. He said that the village adrminisiration

officer has filed a complaint against them in the village of Varagali.

He said that satellite maps show thar there are houses within 102 maizrs
and 107 meters of the proposed quarry site in Anandenallore snd
Kurhambakkam villages. He said that these houses can be seen on Google
Maps. He also said that revenue department documents show that there arc
heuses within '127'merers, 143 meters, 157 meters, and 234 meigrs of the
proposed guarry site in Ananganallore village.He said thar there are houses
within 130 meters of the proposed quarry site in Kuthambakleam village bt
that the company has provided false certificates siating thau lhere are nhe
houses. He said that there is a village called Kottakuppam adjacent ta ihe
proposed quarry site. He said that he is basing his statements on latinude end

longitude. He said that the proposed gquarry 1s 900 meters long and 130 mnlers

wide. Tt will start in Ananganallore and end i Agaramcheri. The company has

estimated thal they will extract 1,17,000 cubic metsrs of sand Tom the guasry
in one year. He said that it is the duty of those who know aboul the plan t©

inform the public about what is included in the plan.

Additionally. this meeting is being held only because the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA] has orderec it Neltaer
the district environmental officer nor the revenue divisional officer can providlc

a certificate to start the quarry. As mentioned in SEIAA, the project proponei|

must provide an affidavit staung thatv thers are no brdges. culveris. ©ross
nasonaries, water head works, or any other civil structures within 500 metsrs

of the proposed gquarry site. He alsc said thal a pipeline lhat tan g0 froun



Hoganigal tw Arakkonam passes along this quarry, and that they are

permanceiil siructures.

In the same way, we visited the area in the morning. In Ananganallore
alone, there are 5 places where drinking water is drawn, and 2 overhead water
anke are in use. In addition, 30 governmeni buildings such as the
ananganallore school and the nutrition centre are located withim 5300 meters.
He alse mentioned that the SEIAA has mentioned on page 208, pait Z, a
certificate from the VAO stating the details of the habitation located within 300

meters of the beundary of the propesed side, along with an FMB sketcl.

The Assistant Director o Mineral Resources granted permission for the
mining preject en May 23. 2023. However. there is no mining plan for this
project. According to the SEIAA guideunes, the project report should have a
ictal of 45 documents, but only @ documenis are available. 36 documents have
not been submitted, and there is no &b record. The project report has been
uploader on the website of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Cortrol Board only in
English. and 2ot in Tamil. This report is not available in Tamil, but the sand
quenrry project i Dindugul district has beea printed in Tamil in Karur,
Tiruppur, Erode, Dindugul, Salem, and Senji. If it is not available in Vellure
district. it means that the public shouid not know about it. He said to the
district environmental engineer that vou should tell your leader to print it in

Temil.

The village administrative officer (VAQ) of page 232 has provided false
nlormation that there are no constdctions within 300 meters of the quarry.
Therefere. it Is requested that appropriate action be taken against the village
administrative officer. SETAA has granted permission  to  conduct an
environmental impact assessment [BIA} of the quarry on 02.08.2022, but they

have claimed that the study was completed belvre 31.05.2022.

The watal hardness of water showld be 200 milligrams per litre (mg/L) of
CaCol. bur the industry has repoerted that it is 260 mg/L on page 7. However,
the indusury savs in the video thar the wates is very good. On page 7, the
industry has also provided a summary repert that states that the TDS for
drinking water should be 200 mg/L and for agriculture sheould be 500 mg/L,
but the serusl TDS is 820 mg/L. He said that the water hardness. in the

villages of Kulhambalkdkam and Agrameheri is above the acceptable limit.

The rotal dissclved solids (TDS) in fhe water samples from all villages are
above the accepiable limits, as is the wtal hardness in the water samples from
Kuthambalkkam and Agramcher “iliages. The values of all other parameters

arc below the acceptable limirs. To improve the quality of the water, the water



should be purified using reverse gsmosis to reduce the TDS and wotzl hardness
to the required levels. The PWD is misleading the public threugh vides clips Iy

claiming that boiling the water will effectively remove all microsrganisms from

the watier in the aforementioned villages and male it suitable for drinking.

On 22/11/2017, the government urged that 5 lakh metric tons of sand
be imported from abroad to conserve natural resources in Tamil Nadu. They
advised to import 15 lakh mertric tons to Tamil Nadu every month. If so, Tamil
Nadu does not need t¢ dig sand in rivers and M Sand is alse not regquired, [ see
water plants only in the Ananganallore river. Water plants are a sign of sand. |
sge micro organisms and planis because the seil is good here. | humbly reguest
the government to malkes arrangements for micro organisms and water plants o

exist in the river as the soil is good.

In Tamil Nadu, a czse has been pending in the Supreme Court, stating

that the country's budget is spent on read maintenance. In this case, it is said

that only 8 to 10 tons of weights should be allowed to pass on rural rosads and
panchayats with mineral, ore and vehicle weights. Imagine what will happen if
17 trucks pass in a day, the road of the village will be destroved. it has been
said that if the actual statistics are concealed or false, mcorrect statisties or
reports are provided to make decisions or recommendations, the plan will be
rejected altogether and the approval already given con the basis of Talse

. statistics will be withdrawn.

We will not be shaken by any centroversy. Work honestly. Government
officials who earn salaries from the people's tax monsy, work honestly. Do nor

give permission for this sand guarry. If vou give, we will not go (o court. We will

gather the people and stop it like Kalathur, Karur and then he conciuded.

Thiru Mz, Kumar Social Worker. Pallikuppam:

The Communist Party of India (CPli's union secretary sald thai the
panchayat has passed a resolution not to set up a sand quarry. Whet larmers
and the public oppose. this government belongs to the farmers anc the puolic.
The government pays salaries to government officials from the rmxes they pay o
this government. If you reject the resoluton of the panchayat co uncil, whaeh
can be the pcople's representatives. vou will definiely face SETIOUS
corisequences in this area. If we have been protecting this ares from sand
mining for so many days, it is not just for nothing. but we have bheen profecting

it through struggle and effort.



The previous guarry has caused the water level in the Singapadi lake 0

rise by 10 to 12 feet, so there is no water. The water did not go to the

Agramcheri lake either. s it fair to say that there is no impact on this well and
the guarry? Water was tested from Vanivambadi to Ranipet district. In the
study, many people have hair loss, scabies, leprosy, and infertility. The reason
lor this was studied in the science The study said that the wdter 18 noi
suitable for drinking or bathing. It is negessary 10 recover good health, good
drinking warer, good water resources, good agricuitural land, and good seil for
the next generation to live. Therefore, we will win even it we die, and the

government should never agree 1o the quatry and thus he concluded.

Thiru.Shanthakumar Azramcheri Village:

The Agramecheri lake has not been filled for over 20 years. The reason is
‘hat the river is low and the lake is high. We want to understand the purpose of
sand mining in this area again. Is it for the purpose of improving the liveliheod
of the people il our village or for stealing it by selling sand? The government
hes spent crores of rupees for drinking water in that river. Is all that
sxpenditure wasted now? He complained that the government has promised to
build a bridge. How will you build a bridge if you take away the sand? [s this
shealing the people? If the bridge is not built, do we have to go around
Pallikonda with our grandchildrea and generations? The officials are bound to

sey this and thus he concluded.

Thirp. Kumaravel Madanus:

He said that it is his job o reselve any problems in the public area.
This soil is ours. this water is ours. We are not ready to give it 1o anyone. In the
villages nearby, they took sand to a depth of 25 feet. Government officials did
nothing. | have filed a petition and 1 am continuing to do so. I was accused al
ohstructing government work and acting illegally against the government. e

also said that we will not allow even 2 handful of sand to be taken.

One Person from Valathur panchayzt:

The goverament's permission to extract sand is only one meler, but the amount
of sand ther ook was the depth of 2 well. Even when one lakh cubic feet of
water come in the Palar river two years ago, there is still 10 feet of depth at
that place Even with that amount of water llow, it was not possible o equalize
that depth The river Palar was killed by humans, he said. Sand naturally

purifies water. so it should net be allowed to be taken, he said.



After that, the Revenue Divisional Officer, Gudiyattam, offered vote of
thanks and informed that all the views and opinions offered by the peopls
attended in this meeting will be recorded in the proceedings and will be

subimitted to Authority for necessary action.

The meeting comes o an end.

"8 J‘«";- - - , ,
District Environmental Engineer Revenne Divisional Officer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board CGudiyatham Taluk,

Vellore
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