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Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

District Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Perundurai

Minutes of Public Hearing Conducted for the Proposed Thiru. S Vineesh Rough

Stone and Gravel

Quarry at S.F. No. 178, Kurumbapalayam Village,

Sathyamangalam Taluk, Erode District in an extent of 2.96.5 Ha held on 25.03.2025

at 11.00 a.m. at Sri Pariyur Amman Hall, Mettupalayam main road, Bhavanisaqgar

naal road, Thoppampalayam Village, Sathyamangalam Taluk, Erode District —

Regarding

Details of the Project:

S. No Name and location of the Proposed quarry Extent in Ha
1 Proposed Rough Stone and Gravel quarry of Thiru. S | 2.96.50
Vineesh Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry at S.F. No.
178, Kurumbapalayam Village, Sathyamangalam
Taluk, Erode District
Present:
Thiru. S. Sivanandham, I.A.S. The Sub-Collector,

Gobichettipalayam,
Erode District, Tamil Nadu.

Tmt. C. Vanaja

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perundurai, Erode District.

Thiru. B. Vishnu Bala

Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perundurai, Erode District.

Tmt. Jamunarani

; | Tahsildar, Sathyamangalam Taluk, Erode
District.

' Tmt.S.Annam

; | Inspector, Bhavanisagar Police station,
Bhavanisagar.

Thiru.K.Vijayaraghavan

Environmental Consultant,
M/s. Geo Technical Mining Solutions,
Dharmapuri.

Public

Approximately 500 people participated. The
attendance sheet signed by 158 people is

enclosed herewith.




District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perundurai.

Today, a public hearing meeting is being held as per the Environmental Impact
Notification 2006. In this meeting, public can register their opinions regarding the
proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry located in Kurumbapalayam village. You can
submit your opinions briefly and in written form. This is a public hearing meeting and your
opinions will be properly recorded. Now, the environmental consultant for this project will
express his detailed explanations regarding this project. After that, public can register
their opinions.

Project Consultant: M/s. Geo Technical Mining Solutions,Dharmapuri

The consultant began by greeting everyone with a good morning. He then provided
details on air pollution, noise pollution, soil samples, and water samples collected within
a 5-kilometer radius of the project and after that, the project was then submitted to the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, and “Term of reference” was provided
to the quarry owners. According to this terms of reference, it is mandatory to conduct a
public hearing meeting to obtain environmental clearance. As per the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change’s regulations issued on 14.09.2006, any quarry
project exceeding 5 hectares in an area must conduct a public hearing meeting. The
consultant also explained various aspects of the project, including the quantity of minerals
to be extracted from the quarry, the project budget, social responsibility initiatives, and

other relevant details in a visual presentation and photographs.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perundurai:

“The District Environmental Engineer requested the public to mention their village

and name before registering their opinions.”

1. Thiru. Kandhakumar, Kovilpalayam:
‘Hello Sir, Hello Madam. My name is Kandhakumar. | am a farmer in
Kurumbapalayam. | have been farming near this quarry. We have planted bananas and
coconut trees and have been farming here. As far as | know, there are many quarries in

this area.”

Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam:

“One moment. When you speak, please speak by looking at the camera. Everyone
must understand that in this public hearing, all the opinions will be recorded and sent to
Chennai, and only after that further action will be taken. Now, everyone speaking here,

and those who will speak next, please speak by looking at the camera.”



Thiru. Kandhakumar, Kovilpalayam:

‘I have been farming near this quarry. | have 40 acres of land. We have planted
bananas and coconut trees and are farming hére. Now, it has been shown here that 66%
of the agricultural land is considered suitable for farming, with good soil, good water, and
good air. All these are being destroyed by many quarries there. Now, what | am saying is
that another quarry is not needed here.

We lived without this stone quarry in the past, we are living today, and if this stone
quarry comes in the future, our livelihood will definitely be affected. As they said, if we
come, we do this, we do that we plant tree which they keep on telling. But if you conduct
a field survey today, you will see what the earlier quarry owners have done. After coming
there, dust from the crusher is spread, and there is so much dirt in our food, do you know
the problems we face? For all the blasting done, you can come today, take the money,
and sit down.

But each and every blast will cause bricks from your house to fall on you, do you
understand! You can take money and go. Today you may get 200 rupees, but tomorrow
this is going to cause a huge damage on your family. I'm not saying this just for the sake
of it. Farming is my passion. | have left big jobs just for this and I'm here, okay! We are
not able to fight with every single person who comes here! They said they’ll provide road
facility, electricity, water and all that. The previous quarry people also said the same.
That’s what they did too.

But the place there is unfit for people to live. There are many pits and due to the
lorry movement, there’s dust everywhere. We are not able to do farming at all. You know,
when this crusher dust comes, it forms a layer'on the land and nothing will sprout. I'm not
even able to clean my banana leaves properly. No government schemes is for the farmers
here. We are struggling and investing our own money for digging borewells and doing
farming. We are also doing rainwater harvesting. But when they captured, my personal
bore got broken and stuck. | had to spend 20,000 rupees for that. This didn’t happen long
ago, it was just a month back. Like this, many problems will arise. If you look at it as a

social impact, you'll definitely bring in heavy machineries.

In that place, farming is absolutely not possible. Now let me give you a simple
example. We have our field and a road is there, and opposite to that the quarry is coming
up and many quarries are behind. When vehicles go on that road, the dust comes onto
the road. Not even a single plant is able to grow. So, if you keep giving permissions again
and again, how will I continue farming? You say you'll give this and give that. Instead, just

give each person a kilo of M-sand without talking! At least we'll eat that and live happily!
Okay! Thank you.”



2. Thiru. Shanmugam, Sikkarampalayam:

‘I extend a warm welcome (Varuga! Varugal) to all those who have come to attend
this public hearing meeting. My name is Shanmugam. | have come fkorﬁ
Sikkarampalayam Panchayat, Karamadai, Coimbatore District. Thiru. Vineesh, if you see,
has been providing notebooks every year to poor children studying in government schools
in the villages of Nanjundapuram, Karamadai Union, Sikkarampalayam, and Pellathi in
Coimbatore District and also he is offering educational aid materials to college students,

and also helpful materials to Adi Dravidar (Scheduled Caste) people.

By setting up this stone quarry as per government rules and regulations,
employment opportunities will be created for the poor and underprivileged people here.
Likewise, the village will also get developed. If funds come through the Minerals and
mines-related schemes, drainage systems and roads can be laid in the panchayat. The
panchayat will prosper. Therefore, | request that permission be granted for this stone

quarry under government rules and regulations.”

3. Thiru. Ramesh, Sikkarampalayam:

“A warm Hello to everyone. | am coming from Sikkarampalayam, Mettupalayam.
Through this project, only benefits will arise for our families and village people, and no
harm of any kind will occur. Livelihood is possible only if the stone quarry comes.

(There was a slight commotion in the meeting)
“Therefore, | kindly request that permission be granted for this stone quarry.”

(There was a slight commotion in the meeting)

Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam:
“Inspector, those three people are making the noises now: first, let them speak.”

4. Tmt. Shanthala kandhakumar, Kovilpalayam:

“Hello to everyone. My name is Shanthala kandhakumar. Our farm is located near
Kurumbapalayam, Blue Star Crusher. It is almost 40 acres. There is nothing new to say
about it. As everyone knows, there are many problems. Despite that, we have managed
to continue farming. There have been many challenges and difficulties, and nothing is
unknown to you. So, please support us. Think carefully and make a decision. That is all |

can say. Thanks”

5. Thiru.Marasami, Karuthottampalayam:

“Hello to everyone. My name is Marasami. | am from Karuthottampalayam. | am
farming on 20 acres here. Are there no farmers? Is there any support for the common
people coming here has food? Can they eat? No! The government has granted
permission for the Stone Quarry to open. For us to survive, farming is the only option.
Without speaking, just give us M-sand, give us baltoil; we just die. If we bore, bore’s motor



'gets locked. They are asking for 20,000 rupees to 50,000 rupees. The starter is being
-repaired.

How many complaints? The transformer fuse is gone. Do you know the extent of
the damage? The officials come and take the materials to the farm. Come and see for
yourself. See how the tub is cracking. the house is cracking. Who is responsible for all
this damage? The government is responsible. The government officials in the

departments are providing cooperation for this.

First, permission should be given only after asking the farmers who are doing the
farming. In the surrounding areas, | am facing dust pollution, unable to eat, unable to drink
water, motor issues, starter issues, and if we call the lineman, they don't come on time.
Who is responsible fbr all these problems? The government is responsible. | humbly
request you, the government officials, to support agriculture and help us secure our
livelihood.”

6. Thiru. C. Murugesan, Bharathinagar:
“Hello to everyone. | greet the Sub-Collector and Madam who are here. | have
come from Vinnappalli Panchayat, Bharathinagar, Sundarapuram. My name is C.
Murugesan. | am a resident of Vinnappalli Panchayat ward. | live on the roadside. All the
vehicles going to the quarry, they surveyed and said that they will operate at a speed of
25 kilometers per hour.

If you directly conduct a inspection, you will not think like this. Today, everyone has
given 200 rupees to support them. What else have they achieved with money and
’resources? In the future, we will need to buy M-sand to eat with that money.

If we don't support agriculture, can you buy more M-sand with the money they give
and eat? Tell me! They said that the vehicles will go at a speed of 25 kilometers per hour.
But I, who live on the roadside, know how fast they are going. That Sir said it correctly.
Do you know how much dust is there in the food? We are all on the thatched roof house.

Now, the Tamil Nadu Government has provided an opportunity, and work has been
done under the Kalaignar Dream House Scheme. For that, even to get one unit of M-sand
or gravel, we local people are not able to get it. Please don’t give gravel permissions to
them. Close them down. Give us permission to take gravel from the gardens (fields) that
are here. Let everyone benefit. Grant permission for the local people living nearby to take
gravel from the gardens available in their own areas.

That way, the soil resources will not be affected, water resources will not be
affected, traffic will not be affected and the people will not be affected. The government

should grant permission in such a way that the people and farming are not harmed. We
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don't want corporate companies like this. He spoke earlier about how much he is doing
in his village. | appreciate that. But honestly, burying the soil on top of us and letting others

live on the other side won't bring any great benefits, Right!.

| asked the highway department to provide speed breakers, and they said that they
cannot. | had to protest and provided 2 speed breakers. He is saying that if speed
breakers are provided, the speed of the vehicles will decrease. | am asking, you want to
provide speed breakers to reduce the speed? You won't build roads for the general public,
but you say a proper road must be laid just so that corporate lorries can travel easily —
that's what I'm asking! They kept showing on the display that studies have been done,
survey results are there and so on for so long. But no one in the local area even knows
about any such survey being conducted. If anyone knows, let them say so. Has any
landowner here been told that soil was surveyed on their land? Has anyone been told

that water was surveyed? That a road is going to be laid? Please say it.

When the inspection for the Kalaignar Kanavu Veedu scheme happened, our
District Collector came. When he came, he was told to go by this route to reach
Vinnappalli Panchayat. | wonder what he must have thought in his mind seeing the
condition of that road! It was so bad. Only after that visit, this road was taken up and
renovated. Just last week, they repaired and made it ready. Till then, how was this road?
Whether you are from the quarry side or from the local village side, did any of you think
about it? You never thought or cared about it. Similarly, regarding the Bhavani Sagar

water, how many surveys were done? What was done with it? Absolutely nothing useful.

If that water, today, is consumed by either the approving authorities or the public,
does anyone think about whether it will cause illness or even death tomorrow? Does
anyone have that concern? Today, you all have signed off for getting ¥200. But if cancer
comes tomorrow, even if you get 22 lakhs, you won’t be able to save yourself. Do you
know that? Please, don't sell everything just for money. Please don't bury agriculture and
the people just for money, | beg you. Let them live well. Only if they live well can everyone

else live well too. Thank you for this opportunity. Thank you.”

7. Thiru. Muthukrishnan, Vinnappalli:

‘Hello to all our brothers and sisters who have gathered here.
| am Auditor Muthukrishnan, Secretary of the Vinnappalli Vilamundi forest region Farmers
Welfare Association. | belong to Kurumbapalayam. My farm is located right next to the
road. Already, one of our friends came here, he had earned well in America. He has 40
acres and has come back here to do farming. Isn't that something to be fate? Why have
we come here? Whether it's the Government of India or our Tamil Nadu Government,
both of them allocate a separate budget exclusively for agriculture and are providing
support for that purpose.



What has our Minister said? Many things have been told whether it was the
-previous government or the current one, all of them say that agriculture must be prioritized
and developed more and more. Even the regimevtoday are saying the same thing. But in
between, people start saying this is not there, that is not there, and due to that confusion,

what will actually happen?

You definitely need food to eat, water to drink, and a place to live. Without these
three, what can we do just with money alone? That's why we have looked into all this and
come forward to speak here. You can understand the real state of a farmer only through
farming. We have seen and experienced everything. Sub-Collector is coming and doing
a lot of work for us. If they continue doing more and more, we are truly very happy. To
him, our head bowed greetings.

Moreover, he (the Sub-Collector) has come and, by using his position, can do a lot
and is going to do a lot. He must become a higher officer than a Collector. He should grow
further and become a Secretary. There is much more growth ahead for him. When that
growth happens, if he fulfills all our requests and provides the best support possible to
the public, we will remember him for the rest of our lives. One more thing, if you look at it,

this meeting is being held to gather opinions on whether a quarry is needed or not in and
around Kurumbapalayam.

People belong to Kurumbapalayam are that its five kilometers and those farmers
within five kilometers of Kurumbapalayam should be participated. Shouldn’t there be such
a restriction? But now, you all have come from various places, and if you say, “We are
saying this, so we are the majority,” then what is this — a Parliament or an Assembly?
Only the people here should decide. Only the people here should be asked, because only
we know our problems, others won’t understand. You showed everything on the display,
we saw the PowerPoint presentation — everyone saw and did their part. But what about

the most important thing for agriculture, the source of water for livelihood? What
happened to that?

Today, in Kurumbapalayam, there is no rain. Even when it rains, that water is only
enough to settle the dust in the air. The water level in wells has gone down. For the coming
three months, we don’t even know how we are going to continue farming. We are

- depending on the rains. In this situation, digging a pit like this (the quarry) will lead to
many problems.

To that problem, the government is doing what it can, and righteous officers like
you should be the ones to proceed and help, and | humbly request you to find the proper
solution in the right manner. Thank you for the opportunity.”



8. Thiru. Duraisamy, Kurumbapalayam:

“‘My name is DuraiSamy, the president of the Kurumbapalayam, Vinnappalli, and
Vilamundi Farmers' Welfare Association. This area is located near the forest. We are
unable to farm due to the wildlife in the forest, such as deer, boar, and peacocks. Now,
resisting the disturbance of the peacocks and boars that come from the edge of the forest,

we are doing farming.

When the forest workers set off fireworks, all the wild animals from Vilamundi enter
the farms. Farming without enough water has become very difficult. We have already
submitted a petition against the existing Stone Quarry here. We have also submitted a
petition for three stone quarries. We received a response from the Pollution Control Board

stating that they will take immediate action.

With the welfare of the farmers in mind, we kindly request that no permissions be
granted for the stone quarries. Secondly, the stone quarry is located in the
Kurumbapalayam village. But we don't understand why this public hearing is being held
in Thoppampalayam village. The farmers are located within four kilometers of the
Vinnappalli Panchayat.

But they should have gone to that location and held the meeting there. But we
don’t understand why the public hearing is being held in Thoppampalayam Panchayat.
So, we firmly decided that we do not want the stone quarry here. Thank you.”

9. Thiru. Shanmugam, Kurumbapalayam:
‘I am Shanmugam, speaking from Kurumbapalayam village, under the Vinnappalli
Panchayat. | have been part of many public hearings and have fought for our rights, but
we haven't received any answers so far. Today, they are holding a meeting for the Stone

Quarry, and the next day, they are holding a meeting for another quarry.

Each side says that within five kilometers, wherever it is, it's fine with us. If you
want to take it to Chennai, we are ready to come. But, the effect we have faced so far is
in the Vinnappalli Panchayat. It has nothing to do with the other Panchayats. They bring
people with 500 or 1000 rupees and make them sit in front of you, but we are not against
this meeting either against anyone.

We are only speaking our opinion. For this meeting, we have not come here feeling
nervous or afraid. But overall, we don't need this. What is the answer to this? That's
exactly what I'm asking. You only must give the decision. Otherwise, look into that
Panchayat where there are no effect for those people. In our Panchayat, there are a
thousand ways.



It is in our Panchayat only that the stone quarry exists. It is in our Panchayat only
- that the water problem exists. The road which had not been laid for 35 years has now
been laid for the sake of this stone quarry. How many days we have protested for this
road. But there was no benefit at all. We gave numerous petitions to the President of
Vinnappalli Panchayat. He says, "There is no connection between you people and the

road. Your villagers did not vote for me at all; how can | lay the road?" he asked,

Why all this? | am saying that whatever funds the government allocates to a
panchayat, you must work within that amount allocated to that particular panchayat. They
have allocated five lakh rupees for a compound wall that hasn’t even been constructed.
It's our tax money. Do whatever you want with the people's tax money, but at least do
what we need. The government is meant only for the public.

The politicians who just twirl their moustaches and leave after é day’s drama, We
are all cooperating, but whom are you cooperating with us? With whom are the officers
cooperating? We are the ones carrying all our problems. Whatever permission you grant,
we simply accept it.

Even if you say there's one more meeting next week, we will come there too. We
will keep on protesting. There will be no change in this. Until the end, we will protest
against the stone quarry. Whoever does whatever, even if the government opposes us,
we do not worry about that. Be it politicians or officials. After that five kilometers, whatever

the survey results comes, based on the survey results we will accept.

Tell them to bring and give us a survey report stating that within five kilometers on
that side there is no agricultural land. We are actually right at the foothills. Between two
persons here, there's just a difference of one foot. Using this mere one-foot difference,
they are telling five kilometers fake complaints and going.

To ruin the entire village just for one person’s survival, how many people have you
brought here? This many people? All these people from that panchayat have come here
just for one person to survive. You give them a sack of rice, or you give a thousand rupees

to each person, you'll bring them here and assemble a crowd.

What rights does this panchayat have? What authority does this panchayat hold?
All come tomorrow. Come, let's go to Delhi. Come, we can go anywhere we want.
Whoever is affected within this panchayat, please come inside. Otherwise, don't talk. With

raising hands, | beg you. Whoever you may be, please leave this place.

Whatever permission you may grant, whatever protests we carry out, whether you

bring 50 or even 500 people, ultimately, only the affected people from this panchayat



should speak. Please, we have not come here to object to you. Act with this kind of good

intention.

Whoever you are, please don't become slaves to money, an officer can become or
a politician can become. Our common people should never become slaves. This is my
opinion. We can recover from this situation. Work hard with your hands; instead of earning

ten rupees, earn five rupees, and live.

A thousand stone quarries may come to the village, a thousand corporates may
come. Everything may come. But it is we who grant permission for all these. It is we who
provide them space. It is we who must protest. Only by protesting here can we survive.
Otherwise, they will completely destroy our village. Be firm only in this. Thank you.”

10.Thiru. Selvan, Chanarpathi:

“Hello! My name is Selvan, from Chanarpathi. | am a farmer. | have one acre of
land. | had planted 500 banana plants. The Stone Quarry people set off explosives, and
the boars came, disturbing everything. Out of the 500 plants, 300 were dug up and thrown
away. The cause of this was the explosives set off by the quarry people.

Previously, a public hearing was held in Vinnappalli. For a pot of milk, a drop of
milk for the cow, a single rice for the pot of rice, there was one public hearing. That day,

we had already said we do not want the Stone Quarry.

Why are they repeatedly holding public hearings and trying to mislead and drive
people mad? Is it not enough to say it once? Can we keep repeating the same thing day
by day? Day to Day we need to protest, Day to day we need to work, is that a problem?

Good Officials know it well.

If we go to this Panchayat, this is what will happen. We don’t want this in this
problem. In that way, If they decide like that, the people here will be grateful lifelong for
the Officials. If they keep torturing us like this evéry day, If asked? India’s backbone is

agriculture.

But they are riding by sitting on the backbone of farmers. How long can we keep
protesting? Treat a human being as a human being. Even if you are not useful to

agriculture, it doesn't matter. But please, at least don't cause trouble.

What achievements have these stone-quarry owners made? So many quarries
have operated during our administration, from Vinnappalli Medu to Kurumbapalayam—
pond works were carried out; my wife went as a supervisor for the 100-days employment
scheme and planted trees; my son planted trees; we planted trees right from this Anna

Nagar area itseli. All these trees that we had planted, they have uprooted and thrown

10



away for laying roads. Show us what trees you have planted. Show us what trees our
-friends have planted. If you dance for the sake of five or ten rupees as daily wages, surely
your life will become waste. ‘

Whether a person lives or dies, only the local people will come; outsiders won't
come to carry. You will have to rot. If you turn against these farmers, that is exactly what
will happen. Even after this, if you come as a daily-wage group to work here, you yourself
will suffer that sin. If you put sand into each farmer's mouth, that sand will definitely fall
- into your mouth.

I humbly request our respected Sub-Collector, you have conducted the public
hearing once. You know it very well. Please, don’t repeatedly conduct public hearing
meeting and hurt the people. | bow at your feet and beg you. Please don’t trouble us
beyond this point Sir.”

11.Thiru. Ponnusamy, Kurumbapalayam:

“Sir, Hello to everyone. | am from Kurumbapalayam Panchayat. My name is
Ponnusamy. | have 10 acres of land. The Stone Quarry had already come here. They
said that if everything is fine, we will only crush M-sand and P-sand. Nothing would be
polluted, they said. Then they broke it down into 12 types, including M-sand, P-sand, and
Jelly. I have more than 60 livestock, including goats and cows. Adjacent to the crusher, |
have maintained 10 acres of land without any water shortage for four years. But | couldn't

even get a mouthful of food from it. If goats graze there, daily three to four young goats
die.

Out of the 100 livestock | had, now only 60 livestock remain. Even though | have
10 acres of land, | am unable to live. Now, if | say | do not want the Stone Quarry, another
new quarry will come. From now on, | will not be able to live. But, what are the people of
my Kurumbapalayam doing? They are getting an Aadhaar card by giving 200 rupees.My
mother, child, family and common public of about 300 families are there.

Stone quarry people come, stay for some time, and then leave. They have forests,
lands, goats, cattles, and Livestocks. They have everything. By showing money, they tell
you that you don't have anything. Is this necessary for these people? Tomorrow, will these
people eat M-sand? Will they eat jelly? Or will they eat soil? | am a farmer. Only if |
painstakingly sow little by little, these people can eat. Without understanding this, if so
many people have gathered here, tell me, what will they eat? If all farmers end up like
this, not even a handful of soil will remain for these people. All are jobless. For four years,
they have had no jobs. For four years, they have suffered. Sir, | myself have attended a
meeting held at Karappadi.

I have attended a meeting at Vinnappalli. Till now, no response has been given to

the farmers. | have seen it several times. | have sent letters to all officers. | have asked
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many officers. But not a single officer has come forward to say, 'no quarry is needed.'
Even when this meeting happens, they will continue breaking stones in the quarry. All
officers are receiving money and looking after their own survival. Whether farmers live of
die, officers get mone, —this is what has been happening till now. Sir, at least this time,
you must consider this from your heart.”

12.Thiru. Saravanan, Panaiyampalli:

“My name is Saravanan. | am coming from Panayampalli Panchayat Union. They
have arranged this stone quarry meeting. Why have they arranged it? For what purpose
have they arranged it? Why have they asked for opinions? Conducting this public hearing
meeting here alone is not sufficient. Only if the District Collector visits each agricultural

land personally, he will come to know the condition of their banana plantations.

The condition of banana plantations or the state of agriculture cannot be
understood just by asking in this meeting. Go directly into the agricultural lands. Their
condition is known to the farmers, and it should be known to each MLA, each MP, and

even to those having the stone quarry.

Doing agriculture is extremely difficult. Only if one does farming, he can understand
it. Only then can he realize how much difficulty, how many issues, and how much loss is
there. Therefore, at least once, the District Collector should go inside those banana fé)rms,
into the groundnut fields, and visit each farmer’s land to see clearly how the dust from
these stone quarries is causing destruction. Even when people just pass by, dust rises
everywhere, how can agriculture thrive in such a condition? It cannot. This is one point.

The second point is, we ask for water to be released into the ponds and tanks in
this area. But water is not being released. If look into central government, forget five
thousand crores, fifty thousand crores, not even that much, if just 500 crores were
allocated, water would flow from the Sirumugai Kaveripalayam scheme, agriculture would
prosper, and similarly, people would have no issues with food or vegetables. There would

be no water problems.

When everyone is engaged in agriculture, they will stay within their farms. They
won't go towards the roadsides or the forests. Because of this, there will be no conflicts
or disputes. They will focus only on agriculture. Similarly, they say about the stone quarry.
The soil from the ponds can be used for building houses. House can be built by
establishing the stone quarry. The buildings constructed in the past, when no stone
quarries were operating, are still in good condition. But the buildings being constructed

now are of poor quality.

Thus, breaking stones from houses, forests, and hillocks and using them in

agriculture is acceptable. Stones can be found and used like this. But it is not necessary
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‘that stone quarrying must be done for construction purposes. Similarly, those operating
- stone quarries drill borewells of 1000 feet, 500 feet depth. Because of this, the water at
the surface completely drains underground. Due to this, could not do farming. Likewise,
what those who run stone quarries are doing, if you cannot do farming, if you talk like this,
"There are people available who will murder you for twenty-five thousand rupees." We
cannot do anything against such threats.

What do we do? Those who have lands, leave behind the land and move
somewhere else. Even with this freedom, we are unable to protect farming. We are unable
to protect our péople. Only the District Collector, who has come forward to protect us,
must correct this situation now. He is the one who is leading this public hearing meeting.
If he himself visits the place, he would conclude that the stone quarry should not come
here. Let the District Collector personally visit the farms, bow his head, and walk through
the forest areas. After that, let them make a decision. Similarly, these stone quarry people

even remove pond and tank entirely from the Gazette.

If a farmer raises his voice, does anything happen? But whatever these stone
quarry owners say is being happened. Because they are wealthy, and we are without
monéy. What can we do? Only you, the District Collector, like along with officers from the
Central Government, Indian Government, and State Government, if you all come and
correct this issue, we can survive. Otherwise, no one else can save us. Only you can
save us. Even God cannot. Implementing this is also in the hands of the government. Like
two sides of a coin, one side is agriculture, the other side is the head, and that head is

you. You are the one who must correct this. With this, | conclude my opinion. Thank you.”

13.Tmt. Pappathi, Kurumbapalayam:

“My name is Pappathi. | am from Kurumbapalayam Panchayat. We come from an
ordinary farming family. Here, many families survive by raising goats and cattle. However,
here, it is not possible to herd goats and cows. If get into the forest, that's dust, the foot
is full of dust, like that the goats and cattles also get the dust in their stomachs. The goats
and cattles die. If we approach the Doctor, they ask for 1000, 500 rupees.

Should we continue farming? Or spend money on medical treatment for goats and
cattle? Or should we feed ourselves? Even this, we don't know clearly. Here all the
common public have gathered. They are showing their support. Please give a decision

on what can be done. Do you want a stone quarry? Or should the common people live?
You yourself give us a decision. Even if they are supporting that side, or this side, please

tell us clearly what should be done. Let someone make a decision, do anyone of you want
the stone quarry or want the goats and cattle?”

(There was a slight commotion in the meeting.)
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Tmt. Pappathi, Kurumbapalayam:
‘Do we need the stone quarry? | don't need it. | don't want the stone quarry. My

land is exactly where the quarry is going to come.”
(There was a slight commotion in the meeting.)

14.Thiru. Saminathan, Vinnappalli:

“I am Saminathan speaking from Vinnappalli Panchayat. | am farming four acres
near the roadside. Here, people are coming in lorries and taking away all the soil. | have
cultivated tobacco in my farm. If you see that, you'll find soil settling on it. None of the
officers have taken note of this. How is it possible? If you see People from neighboring
villages and neighboring panchayats have taken money and are now saying they want a

stone quarry. Let only the people from Kurumbapalayam speak.

Today, you might receive 5000 rupees; tomorrow, you might receive 10,000
rupees. If you don’t farm, how will you get food? You need chillies, onions, tomatoes, oil,
and rice. Today, one sack of rice costs ten thousand rupees, where will you go? Your
wage today is 500 rupees. With what courage are you asking for the stone quarry?
Without farming, you'll all end up dying. Tomorrow, if you go to them and ask for ten
thousand rupees for rice, will they give it? If you ask for tomatoes, will they provide them?

Today, onions are being sold at 50 rupees.

Even if you earn a salary of crores, what will you do if you don't do farming?
Likewise, we do not want this stone quarry. If, despite our objections, the stone quarry
still comes, then we don't even need Vinnappalli Panchayat. We will hand over the family

cards of all the farming families to the officials. That’s all, sir. Thank you and signing off.”

District Environmental Engineer, Perundurai:

“The public is requested to register their opinions peacefully. Everyone will be
given the opportunity to speak. One by one, each person can register their opinions for
one minute. Each individual is requested to register their opinion clearly regarding the

quarry by speaking in the microphone.”

15. Thiru. Gopalakrishnan, Chaanarpathi:
‘I am Gopala Krishnan coming from Sanarpadhi village in Vinnappalli Panchayat.
We do not want the stone quarry; we only want agriculture. The reason for this is that
agriculture is very important. All the people in this world live only by depending on
agriculture. If anyone says that does not want agriculture, everyone might die.

Nothing else. They are saying permission can be given to dig the stone quarry up
to a depth of 40 meters. Forty meters comes to about 120 feet. Even if you dig a thousand
feet deep here, you will not get water in the well. Has any farmer in this area drilled a

14



"borewell? Are their records available? Send it to the Chief Minister. In our area, we have

now drilled borewells up to 1500 feet depth. There is no water in those borewells; how
can we do agriculture? Today, rice is being sold at Rs. 100 per kilogram. What kind of
cruelty is this?”

District Environmental Engineer, Perundurai
“Sir, kindly register your views specifically related to the quarry. Not whether you
need this stone quarry or not; just register your general opinions regarding this quarry.

Clearly record your views into the microphone in one or two minutes.”

Thiru. Gopalakrishnan, Chaanarpathi:

“This is exactly the point. The reason we need agriculture is, if we have to survive,
we need good water. Where can we get good water? Water is released from Bhavani
Sagar Dam. In that water, insects, worms, and mud come along. We cannot store that
water for more than three days. Yet water comes only once every five days. If we ask,
they say this is how water will come. Here, if a stone quarry is dug to a depth of 120 feet,
what can we do for food? Can we ask from foreign countries? Will foreign countries simply

give us? Who will give? India is a great, wonderful, powerful country.

But what situation is our country facing today, and towards what is it heading?
Money, money, money, 24 hours money. What kind of life is this? they're floating in money.
Bring everything in and throwing money. Let the stone quarry owners and government
officials sit down and pour money. Let's see if they will eat money. We do farming only to
eat food. If no one wants to live, then there is no need for agriculture. Let only the stone
quarry operate. How many times have we attended meetings? How many times have we
come and clearly told you we don't need this quarry? Yet again and again, you keep doing

the same thing. Alright, do whatever you think. Let the public do whatever they think.
thank you.”

District Environmental Engineer, Perundurai

“The public are kindly requested to peacefully express their views. Please speak
only regarding matters related to the quarry in the microphone.”

16.Thiru. Moorthy, Annanagar:

“Hello! My name is Moorthy. My father's name is Ponnusamy. Initially, a stone
quarry was operating at Thoppampalayam village, near Nalroad. Having stopped all that,
now they have started one in Vinnappalli village. Since those dayé, our profession has
been stone-breaking; see my hands, they are covered with hand wounds. Please provide
us with a stone quarry for laborers like us to survive by hard work. If the quarry is not
provided, our family and children will have no choice but to starve. Either give us a stone
quarry or, if not, provide some other employment opportunity. If you cannot even provide

alternative employment, then give us the pesticide that farmers use. We will drink it with

15



our family and die. Since the days of my father and grandfather, we have been breaking
stones with chisels. Now, due to the absence of stone quarries, our families are suffering

greatly. We don't know where else to go for survival. So please, kindly provide us a stone

quarry.
(There was some commotion in the meeting.)

Police Inspector:

“Public, please sit down quietly. When you spoke, the others remained silent.
Similarly, while they -are speaking, you must remain calm and allow others to speak.
Everyone, please sit down quietly. So far, everyone has been given the opportunity to
speak. Kindly give these people also a chance to speak. Everyone, please maintain

silence and remain seated.”

District Environmental Engineer, Perundurai

“All the public, kindly remain quietly seated on their respective seats. Everyone is
requested to maintain silence. If all of you remain silent for a few minutes, | will share
some information with you. Only if the public peacefully register their views regarding the
proposed quarry location, these opinions can be properly recorded and presented to the
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority as it is. This is not a question and answer
session. Nor is it a meeting meant for providing replies. Therefore, | kindly requeét the
farming community, the general public of Vinnappalli Panchayat, and the residents living
near the proposed quarry site, to understand that this meeting has been organized
specifically for each individual to peacefully register their personal views about the quarry.
It is n:otva platform to ask and answer questions among yourselves. Hence, only if the
public maintain calmness, we can provide each indi‘vidual with an opportunity to express
their views for one or two minutes. Therefore, each person may come forward and
express their views calmly for one or two minutes or from their respective places. Raise
your hand from wherever you are seated, and we will arrange for the microphone to be
brought to you. Kindly maintain silence, and | affectionately request that this meeting be
conducted in a peaceful and orderly manner. If you have detailed opinions, you can write
them down and submit them as a petition to us. So now, whoever wishes to speak, kindly

raise your hand, and | will arrange to give you the microphone.

Please remain quietly seated. Everyone, please sit down. Only if you remain
seated, the microphone will be handed to each person. This meeting is solely meant for
peacefully registering supportive or opposing views regarding this quarry; it is not for a

discussion among yourselves which | inform you all with love.”
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17.Thiru. Thangaraj — Thoppampalayam:
“Hello to everyone! There were four Stone Quarries in Thoppampalayam village.
Now, there are no quarries. We want stone quarry.

(There was continued commotion in the meeting.)

District Environmental Engineer:
‘l request the public to submit their petitions here. With that, the meeting is
concluded. Those who wish to submit petitions can do so.”

Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam:

“If there are any opinions against or in support of the stone quarry in this public
hearing meeting, they can also be submitted as petitions. With that, this public hearing
meeting is concluded.”

With this, the public hearing has concluded.

Further, the petitions (1330 Nos.) directly submitted by the public during the meeting are
attached herewith.

Other Enclosures:

1) Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily News paper
Tamil & English dated 14.02.2025)

2) Copy of Attendance sheet of the public hearing meeting and DVD Disc
recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing.

vy @ | &W

District Environ@r\gﬂa Engineer, Sub-Collector,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Gobichettipalayam,
Perundurai Erode District
S Or\\°"‘1')
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