Minutes of Public Hearing held on 29.08.2024 at 10:00 A.M. in Maniyammai
Mahal, Artrankarai Pallivasal Road, Radhapuram Taluk, Tirunelveli District
with respect to the proposed project of Thiru. S. Velu Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry over an extent of 8.34.40 Ha in S.F. Nos. 196/2B(P),
197/2B(P), 195/2A(P), 195/2B(P) & 195/3(P) of Kasthurirengapuram Part-II
Village, Tisaiyanvilai Taluk, Tirunelveli District.

Details of participants in this meeting

Shri Arpit Jain., L A.S., - Sub Collector,

Cheranmahadevi, Tirunelveli District.

Tmt. S.V.Kalaivani - District Environmental Engineer (FAC),
TNPC Board, Tiruneveli.

Public and Government Officials - Details are attached (Annexure-1)

The public hearing under EIA Notification, 2006 for the proposed project of
Thiru. S. Velu Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry over an extent of 8.34.40 Ha in
S.F. Nos. 196/2B(P), 197/2B(P), 195/2A(P), 195/2B(P) & 195/3(P) of
Kasthurirengapuram Part-Il Village, Tisaiyanvilai Taluk, Tirunelveli District was
conducted at Maniyammai Mahal, Artrankari Pallivasal Road, Radhapuram
Taluk, Tirunelveli District on 29.08.2024 at 10.00 A.M.

District Environmental Engineer(FAC), Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tirunelveli welcomed the Sub-Collector, Cheranmahadevi, Government
officials, members of the public, and industry representatives who have attended
the Public Hearing. She informed that the arrangements for the public hearing
had been done as per the guidelines issued under EIA Notification 2006. She
also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be recorded
through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Tamil Nadu.

Then the Environmental consultant of the proposed project has made
detailed presentation on the project of Thiru. S. Velu Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry to the Public along with Environmental Management plan by Power Point
Presentation.

Then, the District Environmental Engineer (FAC) has requested the public
to express their views on the project orally or in writing and also informed that the
public views are recorded and will be sent to the government.

Subsequently, the public has started expressingtheir views with respect to

the project as follows.

1. Mr. Moses, Kanakkankulam, Thiruvambalapuram Panchayat:-

| am working as a driver. If this quarry comes, there will be employment in our

village side. So | support this quarry.



2. Mr. Selvaraj, Kamarajnagar;:-

The new quarry of S. Velu will increase the employment opportunities for the
youth of our village. The setting up of this quarry is very good. So | humbly

request to grant permission for this quarry.

3. Mr. Aruldas, Kasthurirengapuram Panchayat, Kdttinayanarkulam:-

| know only driver work, not any other job. I am going out of town for job
opportunities so | am unable to take care of my family. So | am supporting the

Quarry.
4. Mr. S. Sudalai, Kuttinayanarkulam, Kasthurirengapuram Panchayat:-

| have been living in Kuttynainarkulam for 7-8 years depending on this quarry.
We definitely need this quarry otherwise there will be unemployment. Wife and

children will also be suffering. | request the authorities to definitely set up this
quarry.
5. Mr. Subbiah, S/o Sudalaiandithevar, Parkineerikeelur:-

In my neighboring town the wage earners are suffering a lot without

employment opportunities. So | definitely need this quarry.

6. Mr. Isakimuthu, parkineeri:-

There are two panchayats in our panchayat. There is employment opportunity

for 200 people in two panchayats. So | humbly request this quarry.

7. Mr. Vinoth, Nawaladi Panchayat, Thathuvaneri:--

lam a JCB operator. Like me, many youths of our village are unemployed.

All our people will benefit if the quarry comes.
8. Mr. Arockiyasamy, Thoppuvilai:-

Due to lack of facilities, we earn our living by doing daily wage jobs. There
is no wage labor available. If this quarry is established, hope that many families

like mine will get jobs. We definitely want this quarry

9. Mr. Shanmugavel, S/o. Subbiah, Kasthurirengapuram:-

| don't know any other job except driver job. | have been working in this
quarry for 5-6 years. | have no problem. Considering my family situation, if this
quarry comes, | can easily support my family. | have 2 daughters. | get a salary of
20000, 30000. If you work elsewhere | will get only 10000 per month. | couldn't
do anything with that 10,000 rupees. | could not take care of my children if | go
out. | have two small children and | am struggling a lot. So | humbly request this

stone quarry.



10.Mr. Bhakyaraj, Parkeneri:-

| am working as a kitachi operator. 4 peoples were working with me.
Opportunities for Kitachi operator is very low. If you open a company like this,
they will buy 4,5 vehicles and we can find work there. There will be monthly
income. We have only 1-2 days’ work for a week. If we work 30 days a month, we

will get enough income. So | humbly request that this quarry should be opened.
11.Mr. Thangaraj, Radhapuram:-

| am a Hitachi Operator; Hitachi work is not widely available in Tamil Nadu.
Due to lack of work, there is a need to look for jobs all over India. There is a
situation where | cannot be with my family. As this quarry is coming, it is good to |
be with the family, it will be convenient to attend other events, so I insist that this

quarry is needed in our area

12.Mr. Isaac, S/o. Thangavel, Parkaneeri Melur:-

Our village is only 1 km away from the quarry and is not affected. We want

this quarry he said.

13.Mr. Kannan, Radhapuram:‘-

| know only the Hitachi operator job. They said that a quarry was coming

nearby. So | humbly request you to give permission for the quarry.

14.Mr. Robinson, Thopuvilai, Karaisutruputhur Panchayat:-

There are no job opportunities for youngsters in our town. [ am supporting this
quarry as it will provide employment opportunities to the villagers if this quarry

starts.

15.Mr. Velu, Parkaneeri Keelur:-

There is no objection to this quarry, this quarry is wanted. | am doing wage

work. So | humbly request to have Quarry.

16.Mr.Vincent, Attrankarai Pallivasal, Sanganapuram:-

| am the heavy vehicle driver. | left my native village and family and went to
another district to look for work. Setting up of this quarry will be very convenient.

So | want the quarry he said.

17.Mr. Muniyadas, Ponnathi, Kasthurirengapuram Panchayat:-

| support the setting up of th.is quarry as many drivers like me will benefit.



18.Mr. llayaraja, Mudavankulam, Kasthurirengapuram Panchayat:-

| believe that the coming of this quarry will provide employment.
opportunities for drivers and operators of our town. So there is no objection to

this quarry, | request you to support this quarry.

19.Mr. Muthusamy, Ponnathi, Kasthurirengapuram Village:-

| am doing wage work. | get 15 days of work in a month. There are
children, they cannot be saved. If a laborer wants to build a house, he cannot
roam around Sathankulam, Tiruchendur, Kanyakumari to get stone. It can only
be taken from the nearby quarry. | will get a profit of Rs.500 only. They ask 5000,
10000 for renting vehicles, how can | pay and build a house? | have no chance to

build. So this quarry should come.

20.Mr. Ponraj, Rajammalpuram, Karaichutruputhur Village:-

| only go for daily wage work. | don't know any other work. | went to Chennai,
Coimbatore and looked for work, the salary was only 15,000. | had to pay the
house rent, | was suffering from family problems and poverty. They work in the
quarry from our town. They said me you will get job if you ask for job once the
quarry comes. If this quarry comes, it will give me employment, income and will

be a good help to save my family. So | humbly request to have Quarry.

21.Mr. Muthuramalingam, Utumpankulam:-

There is no job opportunity for the youth, if this quarry comes they will get

job opportunity. So | support this quarry.

22.Mr. Edison, Parkaneeri Melur:-

We are just 1 km away from the quarry. Nearby, there is no job
opportunities and we are relying on this quarry. Lots of drivers and operators will

get job. He said that he supports for the proposal of this quarry.

23.Mr. Jesujegan, Sanganapuram:-

We are drivers and went all around Chennai, Coimbatore. There is no job and
also no income. All of us are struggling for a salary of 400, 500. Our survival runs
from this quarry. We need this quarry which is 1 km from our village quarry. So

please do the needful for coming up of quarry.

24.Mr. Nagasurya, Thiruvambalapuram Panchayat, Kamaraj Nagar:-

| am studying in college. My father name is Perumal, he doesn't have money
to pay college fees. My father works alone. So if the permission granted to the
nearby velu quarry, he will work there and pay my college fees. | want to study so

please allow the quarry.



25.Mr. Muthukumar, Kasthurirengapuram Panchayat, Kasthurirengapuram
Village:- - |

Many youths are unemployed in our town. We have come here only on
trust of this quarry. If you give permission, everyone will get a job in our

panchayat. So give permission for this quarry.
26.Mr. Durai, Amaiadi, Kasthurirengapuram Panchayat:-

| know only driver job, not any other career. So, if this quarry comes up,

the job opportunity will be good, so | support it.
27.Mr. Chitravel, Ponnathi:-

We absolutely need this quarry. | can't do any other job except driver job.

Income comes only because of this quarry. So | support this quarry.

28.Mr. Mudavankulam, Palani:-

Our villages are affected by‘quarrying. There could not be people around
the town. You come and visit the place and take appropriate action or ask them
to vacate the town and go somewhere else. Wells are affected, there is no
agriculture. Ground water lies above 200 feet. You come and take a look at the
place. More than that, it is your choice. My village is nearby. 10 to 15 pump set

wells are affected in my place, look at it and fix it.
29.Mr. Gandhi, Udayathur Panchayat:-
He said | fully support to this quarry.

30.Mr. Rajan, Kannakankulam, Thiruvambalapuram Panchayat:-

We definitely need this quarry. Without this quarry we have no

employment opportunities. So please do the needful.

31.Mr. Karthik, Kasthurirengapuram Panchayat, Ponnathi Village:-

This quarry is the source of our work. We have looked everywhere for
work but nothing supports. In our town, three-quarters of the people have been
working in this quarry for the past ten years. No other work will be done. Although
he studied, he went around and did not find work anywhere. Everyone earns and

saves their family by keeping this quarry. So definitely we support this quarry.

32.Mr. Raja, Paarkaneri Keelur:-

| think it will be very good for us if this quarry comes.

33.Mr. Udhayam, Paarkaneri Keelur:-

In our village there are no jobs. So he said that he would support the

quarry.



34.Mr. Lingeswaran, Navvaladi Panchayat:-

| finished B.Com and looked around Bengaluru, Chennai, Coimbatore for a
job, but I couldn't find a job anywhere. | asked our owner for 4,5 days work and

they gave me work immediately. We get enough salary here. We definitely want

Quarry.
35. Mr. Isakimuthu, Kasthurirengapuram:-

| am working as a driver. | can't find a driver job. | have 3 daughters so if
permission is granted for the quarry nearly, my family will be very happy. We

Must have this quarry.
36. Mr. Surya, Tathuvaneri, Navvaladi Panchayat:-

| am a daily wage driver. | hope that this quarry will provide employment

opportunities not only to me but also to my dependents. So | support this quarry.
37. Mr. Suresh, Thiruvambalapuram Panchayat, Parkeneri:-

I am doing construction work. If there is a quarry next to it, gravel and sail

are easily available. So | support this quarry.
38. Mr. Essakiyappan, Kasthurirengapuram:-

| am working as a driver, but | have not found a job anywhere, | hope if the
quarry is allowed we get a job. Many people like me will get job so please give

permission.
39. Mr. Mailraj, Tathuvaneri, Navvaladi Panchayat:-

37 people are working from our town. 37 people are not a one family, just
calculate that 6 people per family. One kg of rice sells for Rs 70 to Rs 71. Meals
are available all three times at KKM Quarry. So we can take care of our family
with the salary. They say that if you work for 100 days, you will get a salary of
300 rupees. How much sugar comes, how much a liter of milk? Keeping all this in
mind, calculate 36 families to 1 family with 6 people. KKM provides 3 times food
a day. We are taking care of our family from our town. So | humbly request for a

stone quarry.
40. Mr. Stephanraj, Village Karai‘suthuputur:-
| support the quarry coming.
41. Mr. Ananda, Rajammalpuram, Karaisuthuputhur Panchayat:-

| have been a driver in this quarry for 14 years. | have added 50 people to
this quarry. Those 50 families are influential. They kept the company closed for a

year during Corona. At that time the farmers did not even help us by giving even



a coconut. But even after the curfew was imposed in our company, our owner
thought that the people who dependA on me should be fine, they crossed the
curfew and brought 1 lorry of rice bag and gave 1 bag of rice to each house and
10000 rupees per person to all the people. He can give it to 500 people working
in his company, it is not necessary to give it to the neighboring town. It was our
owner who fed the hunger by thinking that the people of the town should also be
well. Everyone said that because of that KKM quarry, everyone is fine and all the
people said that and bowed to the god. Everyone can do agriculture. A few poor
citizens can only do what they know. Without this company my family would be

starving. | humbly request you to announce the opening of this company;.
42. Mr. M.Nagarajan, Tathuvaneri:-

If this quarry comes, it will be very helpful for us. | am a driver. | humbly

request you to please grant permission for this quarry.
43. Mr. Krishnamoorthy, Tisayanvilai:-

| have no job opportunities. | am working as a driver. So opening this

quarry will be supportive.
44. Mr. Saravanakumar, Tathuvaneri:-

| am working as Hitachi operator. It would be good to have a quarry in this

area. So | ask for Quarry.
45. Mr. Suresh:-

| am working as Hitachi operator. It will be very helpful if this quarry

comes.
46. Mr. Muthuvel, Mudavankulam:-

| am working as a Hitachi operator. If this quarry comes, the job

opportunity will be good. So | support this quarry.
47. Mr. Velmurugan, Mudavankulam:-

| am working as a driver. The coming of this quarry will provide

employment opportunities. So | support this quarry.

48. Mr. Manikandan, Kasthurirengapuram Panchayat, Kuttinayanarkulam .

Village:

| support this quarry.



49. Mr. Vedanayagam, Sanganapuram:-

| also worked in many places in India and could not support my family, so |
worked as a driver in a stone quarry and supported my family. If you please grant

permission, | request you to grant permission so that multiple families can live.

50. Mr. Muthu Perumal, Mudavankulam:-

| am farming. The difference between the quarry and my garden is only
100 meters. Due to quarrying, my 2000, 3000 banana trees were destroyed. How
can | cope with the family? The side is windy and the power line runs. 25, 30
families are farming and eating. There is a big danger for us. Due to stone
quarrying my garden will be gone. A stone will fall on me, my wife, people will
have to farm all day and die. How can we farm and eat if you bring a stone quarry
like this and talk to a crowd and everyone agrees? | don't know any other
profession. If we find another profession, we will leave agriculture. There are
1000, 2000 banana trees and we are sleepless all night on thinking how to save
them. The sub-collector has to take a decision and find a good solution for this.
They have already dug a stone quarry. Again you dig a stone quarry, a big power
line goes. It is such that you never know when the wind mill falls. | request you to

kindly give a decision. We are ready to give the petition to anyone.
51. Mr. Murugan, Thiruvambalapuram:-

| go to wage labor and even though | go to wage labor there is not enough
income and there is no job. Therefore, | humbly request you to kindly grant

permission for this quarry by giving full support to the coming up of the quarry.
52. Mr. llayaraja, Ponnathi, Kasthurirengapuram area:-

| support the coming of Quarry.
53. Mr. Rajamani, Thamarikulam:-

[ don't know any profession other than hitachi operator. So | support the coming

of this quarry.
54. Mr. Honest Rajkumar, Tisayanvilai:-

There is no harm to anyone due to this quarry. Everyone is saying that
agriculture is dying, that agriculture is not possible. How many people have land
-for farming? Only those who own land will do agriculture. What business do
people who have no place to farm?. How many children do those who do
agriculture have? Are you studying here? They farm and save money and send
their children abroad to study. What do uneducated people do? It is only because
of this quarry that a job is available. Hitachi operator, machine operators,

engineering, polytechnic diploma holders have many job opportunities as this



quarry is coming. If the quarry comes up, 3000 people will be employed around
the neighboring villages. Those who complete B.Com will work in computer and
weighing machine. Those who c‘onﬁplete the diploma will work on machines in
quarries. Hitachi operator, JCB operators will work. | work as a driver. | don't
know any other job except driver job. What do | do? My father did not earn land
for me to farm. If | have earned a place, | will survive by farming in that place. 50
carts will run due to the coming of this quarry. | will join the work in a vehicle.
Only by doing that | can survive. So the Sub-Collector must think about this

opinion and support the coming of this quarry. |
55. Mr. Selvam, Tisayanvilai:-

There is no work anywhere in town. Salary is 10000, 12000 only. We can't
do anything with that income. There will be sufficient income if this quarry nearby.

We take care of our family. So | fully support this quarry.
56. Mr; Inbéraj, Udumbankulam:-

| support this quarry.
57. Nir. Vigneswaran, Navvaladi:-

| studied mechanical engineering. | was working in Chennai for 8 years. |
want to work in town and be with friends and family. There are not enough
employment opportunities in the town. If we give permission for this kind of stone

quarrying project then we will get jobs.
58. Mr. Manokaran, Parkaneri Melur:-

| have nothing to do with Quarry. | am a mason. Out of 100 percent men in
our town, 20 percent men are working in Chennai. 40 percent are drivers and 40
percent are masons. It is because of this quarry that M-Sand is coming and we
are also looking for work. Without this quarry, there would be no work. if no m-
sand gravel comes; we have no work. So | give full support. We definitely want

this quarry.
59. Mr. Bhaskar, Thiruvambalapuram Panchayat, Parkaneri Keezur:-

This quarry has been running for 12 years. There is no harm. So | support

the coming of this quarry.
60. Mr. Kannan, Kodavilai:-

| have finished my studies and am jobless. A lot of youth here are unemployed. If

this quarry comes up, many people will get jobs. So we need this quarry.



61. Mr. Kanagaraj, Navvaladi Panchayat:-

| have been working in this quarry for 2 years. We must need this stone

quarry.
62. Mr. Jennifer, Paarkaneri:-

| studied engineering. A lot of people like me are jobless after completing
engineering. If this type of quarry comes, | will get a chance to work on the

computer. So | humbly request this quarry.

63.Mr. Rajini, Tamil Nadu Agriculture Association, Radhapuram Circle,

Secretary:

There are 215 panchayats in Tirunelveli district. There are 55 stone
quarries in Tirunelveli district. Radhapuram taluk alone has 32 stone quarries.
The quarry keeps coming back. Due to stone quarrying, Radhapuram canal was
opened on June 16 from 1965 to 2023 but this year water was not opened.
Radhapuram taluk is a land that is only rain fed. There are no natural rivers and
lakes. Only when it réins, water is available and agriculture can be done. You
explained that the stone quarry is here and agriculture is going on there. | am
asking only one question, if the farmers of that village are affected due to the
operation of this stone quarry, can compensatiori be given to the affected farmers
under the regulation (Work Man Compensation Act)? Can Sub Collector sir do
this? It is true that they say that if you set up a stone quarry, there will be job
opportunities. People should protect farmers, protect drinking water. Our
Irukkanthurai Panchayat has 22 stone quarries and 8 ponds. Water could not
come in to Radhapuram. They are delaying the release of water in the
Radhapuram canal due to the fact that stone quarries cannot be run due to the
increase of ponds. In this regard, we petitioned the Collector in the Farmer’s
Grievance Meeting, but no use. 12,000 people from northern states are working
in Koodankulam nuclear power plant. What job opportunities are there for the
locals? There is nothing. Quarries are owned by many employers. School
vehicles couldn't go there. 10 tire heavy vehicles are allowed but here 12 wheeler
and 14 wheeler carts are carrying load. The Sub Collector and the District
Collector do not take action and the people should live their lives. My request on
behalf of the Tamil Nadu Agriculture Association is to cancel the new stone
quarry permit in Radhapuram taluk. The arrival of any stone quarry itself should
be prevented. Werrecord that we are ready to protest together with the farmers if
stone quarrying is established again. Couldn't come to Radhapuram, so many
Taurus are travelling. There is a rule, only so this many vehicles should go per
day, 10 carriages will have a pass but 100 carriages will run. You have explained
all the rules but are you following any rules? Is the district administration and

Tamil Nadu government there to protect the common people? No. Is it pro-



i1

capitalist? There are many opinion polls going on. They express support and
opposition. You have shown in thé pr‘esen"tation, you said that if the stone quarry
comes, we will give funds from the Mines Fund in the Panchayat. In which
Panchayat, the panchayat has been upgraded from the Mines Fund? Which
panchayat has stone quarry in Radhapuram taluk? Can you explain that we have
done development work for this town with the help of Quarry and Quarry Mines
Fund? Could not give. There are 23 stone quarries in Irukkanthurai Panchayat.
There is still shortage of drinking water in that toWn. There is no job opportunity
for agricultural people and agriculture is affected. Mines fund is 13 crores, but no
drinking water. Nearby there is a quarry in Thanakkarkulam Panchayat. The
Collector should allow the establishment of industrial establishments without

affecting the public. On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Agriculture Association and the

Marxist Communist Party, we are protesting against the establishment of this

quarry. In order to protect the people, stone quarries should not be allowed to
operate in Radhapuram taluk during the future. Out of 55 qua'rries in Tirunelveli
district, there are 32 quarries in Radhapuram taluk alone. Radhapuram people
can be removed to Nanguneri and keep a quarry in Radhapuram that would be
good. It will be good for district administration and also good for business
development. Day by day it is turning into a dry land. There is no drinking water
in the panchayat. Koodankulam panchayat gets water once in 8 days. The district

administration knows better. Stone quarries should be kept safe and should not

- affect the farming population. Let me register that if the farmers are affected, they

are likely to protest against the district administration.
64.Mr. Kamaraj, General Welfare People's Movement, Radhapuram:-

He said that he would like to thank the District Collector through the
consultation meeting that is held today. Because there are more than 30 stone
quarries are operated around Radhapuram. These stones are transported from
the quarry in heavy 16 wheeler vehicles. | have also participated in many public
hearing and recorded my opinion. However, no stone quarry has been denied
permission. All stone quarries are given permission. For many years, | have
complained to the District Collector that trucks are a nuisance .and people are
suffering. The District Collector of Tenkasi has announced that heavy vehicles
should not operate in the morning from 6 am to 10 am and from 4 pm to 6 pm in
the evening. In the Kanyakumari district, heavy vehicles are not allowed on the
road from 6 am to 6 pm. It was not possible in our Nellai district. A few days ago,
the District Collector has given a notice that mineral resources should not be
taken in trucks with extra wheels except 10-wheeler trucks, so mineral resources
are being transported in 10-wheeler carts for 2 days. Considering this as a small

victory for us, | would like to thank you in advance through this feedback meeting.



Today consultation meeting is held for setting up Mr. Velu's stone quarry.
This hearing itself is wrong in law under the Minor Mineral Concession Rules
1959, 36 Section. Because the Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959, 36
Section 1 says that a minimum area of 5 hectares can be granted under these
rules. But today they are seeking permission for 8.34.40 hectares in violation of
the Mineral Resources Act. A consultation meeting is being held here for setting
up a stone quarry on nearly 21 acres. According to this mineral regulation, the
consultation meeting should be held within 5 hectares. Also this permission can
be given. But today they have asked for permission to set up a stone quarry for
21 acres. Due to the violation of the law, permission cannot be given to the stone
quarry through this consultation meeting. The District Collector asked them to act
according to this law. The said Act says that there should not be a pond, i.e.
water catchment area, within 500 meters from the place where a stone quarry is
to be located. But there is also a pond from where this stone quarry. While this
pond is 500 feet away, the maximum permission that this stone quarry can give is
185 feet deep. If 185 feet is dug at this place, not even a drop of water will be
stored in a pond which may be 500 meters away. There is also a bore well
owned by the government nearby. There will not be a single drop of water in that
bore well. Therefore, according to this law, not only the farmers, but also the
nearby villagers, if they cannot store water in the pond, not even a single kdrop of
water can be provided to these people from the underground well next to the
garden or from the underground well near the town, so permission for this stone
quarry should not be given. Section 82 (2) of the Indian Electricity Act, 1956
states that no permit shall be granted for any stone quarry within 300 meters of a
wind farm i.e. high voltage or a sub-station or high voltage transmission line. Next
to this quarry there is a windmill at a distance of 221 meters north-west from the
quarry. There is a windmill 175 meters to the west and another 216 meters to the
northeast. Also there are only three high power towers and one power tower at a
distance of 17, 30, 40 meters. Even after all this, they said that there was none of
this in the first map shown. That is an offense under this provision. | have
document for this. The village administrative officer has reported that there is no
temple, house or school within 300 meters. That too is a completely hidden
document. Northside 181 meters and east side 216 meters and southside 208
meters, there are four buildings which are also hidden here. Apart from that,
permission should be sought with 45 documents of environmental impact
assessment, but here only 15 documents have been submitted and permission
has been granted. This is also a violation of the Minor Minerals Act. The District
Collector is also aware that a stone quarry is already operating near the place
where this stone quarry is to be built. Nearby is a 1000 MW 2 nuclear reactor in
Koodankulam Nuclear Power Station. 2000 kW of electricity is transported from
here to Agasthyarpatti. The high power wire passes near the stone quarry and is

hidden here. According to the Nambiyaaru and Karumeniyaaaru joint drinking



water connection project near us, a canal has been cut from Nambiyaaru through
Mudavankulam to Parkaneri and the canal work is also in progress. According to
the Minor Minerals Act, no stone quarrying permit shall be granted if any water
course or canal passes within 50 meters of a quarry site. The irrigation canal
from Nambiyaaru is very close to this stone quarry. Therefore permission for
stone quarrying cannot be given for any reason. Permission should be granted
for stone quarrying only as per the above laws. In between there was an
argument with people from both sides and they were dismissed by police officers.
Section 36(1) of 1959 states that if there is any kind of wind farm, high power
tower or houses are there within 300 meters from the place where a stone quarry
permit has been applied for, permission should not be granted. The government
says that if a house is 50 years old and not in the same house now, but the
house is dilapidated or broken, it will also be considered as a house. There are 4
buildings at a distance of 181 meters from the quarry site which is hidden in the
government documents. Many such documents are hidden and the hearing is
going on here. Therefore permission should not be given for this stone quarry. If
they give permission, i would say that they have obtained permission hiding the

documents.
65. Mr. Natarajan, social activist:-

We always have a principle and a theory. If we don't have electricity in our
house, we don't think why not. Don't have the idea that the house next door and
the opposite house don't have electricity, so we don't either. People need to
understand how many jobs are created ahd how the quarry works. They are also
trying hard to create employment opportunities. Running a stone quarry is no
ordinary thing. There are many problems with it. People welcome the job

opportunity from the quarry, so | welcome the quarry.
66. Mr. Gunaseelan, Athuchurichchi:-

The coming of a stone quarry near our town will cause harm. Livestock,
farmers, villagers and children are affected. So this stone quarry should be
cancelled. A house is damaged when stone is taken from a stone quarry near the
town. Shouldn't people live in the house? Quarrying should be cancelled if people
wants to live. | have in my hand the evidence given by the District Collector and

RDO related to the stone quarry.
67. Mr. Radhakrishnan, Navvaladi Village, Vektionvilai

| have been farming for 45 years in Kasthurirengapuram Village Area
nearby two M-Sand Company. | am 67 years old. | have been farming for 45
years with an experience of 67 years age. | can definitely say that there is no
damage to the crop by this M-Sand company for agriculture. At the same time

Radhapuram and Tisayanvilai people are without any job. Earlier there was a



palm industry and that too has left us. Now if the people of this area want to work,
they go to Dharavi or Karnataka in the neighboring state of Maharashtra and earn
a living by running a candy company or micher company. No matter what village
you look at, the houses are empfy. No job opportunities. They have gorie to other
states for job opportunities. So projects like stone quarries should come in this
area so that at least this low area people can live in this village. Also permission

should be given for this stone quarry;.
68. Mr. Jayakumar - Sanganapuram:-

There are no job openings in this area. The intention of those registering
the objections is to prevent the giving of jobs and no other intention. If they take a
quarry, there is enough space to fill 2000 ponds. There is no plan to prevent
water wastage. Their aim is only to destroy industries. There is a nuclear power
plant in Koodankulam area, only ten percent of the revenue goes to the Indian
government. The remaining 90 percent of revenue goes to the Russian
government. If there is an accident there will be no grass for about 100 km. Were
they able to prevent it? Because it is the government. This is what the common
man does. Their intention is to threaten them, give 10000, 2 lakh, 3 lakh, and we
will walk away from it. There is no intention to do good. 5 lakhs for us by calling
separately. 10 persons came to our area and they fought fiercely. We were also
proud that they were fighting for the farmers. In the end they asked 1 lakh for love
and 1 lakh for knowledge. Quarry boss strikes a fake note? Who gives counterfeit
notes in the market? He is suffering, no matter what time of night we go, he will
be hanging around the quarry. The reason is that 2000 people depend on him for
survival. People fully support the coming of this quarry with the good intention of

letting them live. | humbly request your permission.
61. Mr. Kanagaraj, Navvaladi Panchayat:-

| have been working in this quarry for 2 years. We must need this stone
quarry.
62. Mr. Jennifer, Paarkaneri:-

| studied engineering. A Iot of people like me are jobless after completing

engineering. If this type of quarry comes, | will get a chance to work on the

computer. So | humbly request this quarry.

63.Mr. Rajini, Tamil Nadu Agriculture Association, Radhapuram Circle,

Secretary:

There are 215 panchayats in Tirunelveli district. There are 55 stone
quarries in Tirunelveli district. Radhapuram taluk alone has 32 stone quarries.
The quarry keeps coming back. Due to stone quarrying, Radhapuram canal was

opened on June 16 from 1965 to 2023 but this year water was not opened.



Radhapuram taluk is a land that is only rain fed. There are no natural rivers and
lakes. Only when it rains, water is available and agriculture can be done. You
explained that the stone quarry is here and agriculture is going on there. | am
asking only one question, if the farmers of that village are affected due to the
operation of this stone quarry, can compensation be given to the affected farmers
under the regulation (Work Man Compehsation Act)? Can Sub Collector sir do
this? It is true that they say that if you set up a stone quarry, there will be job
opportunities. People should protect farmers, protect drinking  water. Our
I_rukkanthurai Panchayat has 22 stone quarries and 8 ponds. Water could not
come in to Radhapuram. They are delaying the release of water in the
Radhapuram canal due to the fact that stone quarries cannot be run due to the
increase of ponds. In this regard, we petitioned the Collector in the Farmer's
Grievance Meeting, but no use. 12,000 people from northern states are working
in Koodankulam nuclear power plant. What job opportunities are there for the
locals? There is nothing. Quarries are owned by many employers. School
vehicles, couldn't go to work. 10 tire heavy vehicles are allowed but here 12
wheeler and 14 wheeler carts carry load. The Sir Collector and the District
Collector do not take action and the people should live their lives. My request on
behalf of the Tamil Nadu Agriculture Association is to cancel the new stone
quarry permit in Radhapuram taluk. The stone quarry itself should be protected
from damage. We are on record as saying that we are ready to protest together
with the farmers if stone quarrying is conducted again. Couldn't come to
Radhapuram so Taurus is going. There is a plan, only so many carriages should
go per day, 10 carriages will have a pass but 100 carriages will run. You have
explained all the rules but are you following any rules? Is the district
administration and Tamil Nadu government there to protect the common people?
No. Is it pro-capitalist? There are many opinion polls going on. They express
support and opposition.; You have shown in the point presentation, you said that
if the stone quarry comes, we will give funds from the Mines Fund in the
Panchayat. In which Panchayat has been upgraded from the Mines Fund. Which
panchayat has stone quarry in Radhapurém taluk? Can you explain that we have
done development work for this town with the heip of Kal Quarry and Kal Quarry
Mines Fund? Can't give. There are 23 stone quarries in Idanthurai Panchayat.
There is still shortage of drinking water in that town. There is no job opportunity
for agricultural people and agriculture is affected. Mines fund is 13 crores, but no
drinking water. Nearby there is a quarry in Thanakarkulam Panchayatv The
Collector should allow the establishment of industrial establishments without
affecting the public. On behalf of the Tamﬂ Nadu Agriculture Association and the
Marxist Communist Party, we are protesting against the construction of this
quarry. In order to protect the people, stone quarries should not be allowed to
operate in Radhépuram taluk during the coming period. Out of 55 quarries in

Tirunelveli district, there are 32 quarries in Radhapuram taluk alone.



Radhapuram people can be removed to Nanguneri and keep a quarry in
Radhapuram that would be good. It will be good for district administration and
also good for.business development. Day by day it is turning into a dry land.
There ié no drinking water in the panchayat. Koodankulam panchayat gets water
once in 8 days. The district administration knows better. Stone quarries should be
kept safe and should not affect the farming population. Let me put it on record
that if the farmers are affected, they are likely to protest against the district

administration.
64. Mr. Kamaraj, General Welfare People's Movement, Radhapuram:-

. The district administration chairman said that he would like to thank thém
through the consultation meeting that could be held today. Because there are
more than 30 stone quarries operating around Radhapuram. These stones are
transported from the quarry in heavy 16-wheeler vehicles. | have also
participated in many opinion polls and recorded my opinion. However, no stone
quarry has been denied permission. All stone quarries are licensed. For many
years, | have complained to the district collector that trucks are a nuisance and
people are suffering. The District Collector of Tenkasi has announced that heavy
vehicles should not operate in the morning from 6 am to 10 am and from 4 pm to
6 pm in the evening. In the Kanyakumari district, heavy vehicles are not allowed
to ply on the road from 6 am to 6 pm. It was not possible in our Nellie district. A
few days ago, the district collector has given a notice that mineral resources
should not be taken in trucks with extra wheels except 10-wheeler trucks, so
mineral resources are being transported in 10-wheeler carts for 2 days.
Considering this as a small victory for us, | would like to thank you in advance

through this feedback meeting.

Today Mr. Velu's consultation meeting for setting up a stone quarry. This
hearing itself is wrong in law under the Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1859, 36
Section 1 because the Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959, 36 Section 1 says
that a minimum area of 5 hectares can be granted under these rules. But today
they are seeking permission for 8.34.40 hectares in violation of the Mineral
Resources Act. A consultation meeting is being held here for setting up a stone
quarry on nearly 21 acres. According to this mineral regulation, the consultation
meeting should be held within 5 hectares.; Also this permission can be given. But
today they have asked for permission to set up a stone quarry for 21 acres. Due
to the violation of the law, permission cannot be given to the stone quarry through
this consultation meeting. The District Collector asked them to act according to
this law. The said Act says that there should not be a pond, i.e. water catchment
area, within 500 meters from the place where a stone quarry is to be located. But
there is also a pond from where this stone quarry is located. While this pond is

500 feet away, the maximum permission that this stone quarry can give is 185



feet deep. If 185 feet is dug at this place, not even a drop of water will be stored
in a pond which may be 500 meters away. There is also a bore well owned by the
government nearby. There will not bé a single drop of water in that bore well.
Therefore, according to this law, not only the farmers, but also the nearby
villagers, if they cannot store water in the pond, not even a single drop of water
can be provided to these people from the underground well next to the garden or
from the underground well near the town, so permission for this stone quarry
should not be given. Section 82 (2) of the Indian Electricity Act, 1956/states that
no permit shall be granted for any stone quarry within 300 meters of a wind farm
i.e. high voltage or a sub-station or high voltage transmission line. Next to this
quarry there is a windmill at a distance of 221 meters north-west from the quarry.
There is a windmill 175 meters to the west and another 216 meters to the
northeast. After that there are only three high power towers and one power tower
at a distance of 17, 30, 40 meters. Even after all this, they said that there was
none of this in the first map shown. That is an offense under this provision. | have
a document. The village administrative officer has reported that there is no
temple, house or school within 300 meters. That too is a completely hidden
document. North 181 meters and east side 216 meters and south 208 are four
buildings which are also hidden here. Apart from that, permission should be
sought with 45 documents of environmental impact assessment, but here only 15
documents have been submitted and permission has been granted. This is also a
violation of the Minor Minerals Act. The district collector is also aware that a
stone quarry is already operating near the place where this stone quarry is to be
builf. Nearby is a 1000 MW 2 nuclear reactor from Koodankulam Nuclear Power
Station. 2000 kg of electricity is transported from here to Agasthyarpatti. The high
power wire passes near the stone quarry and is hidden here. According to the
Nambiyar and Karumeniyar joint drinking water connection project near us, a ’
canal has been cut from Nambiyar through Mudavankulam to Parkaneri and the
canal work is also in progress. According to the Minor Minerals Act, no stone
quarrying permit shall be granted if any water course or canal passes within 50
meters of a quarry site. The irrigation canal from Nambiat is very close to this
stone quarry. Therefore permission for stone quarrying cannot be given for any
reason. Permission is granted for stone quarrying only as per the above Iéws. [n
between there was an argument with people from both sides. Dismissed by
police officers. Section 36(1) of 1959 states that if there is any kind of wind farm,
high power tower or houses within 300 meters from the place where a stone
quarry permit has been applied for, permission should not be granted. The
government says that if a house is 50 years ago and not in the same house now,
but the house is dilapidated or broken, it will also be considered as a house.
There are 4 buildings at a distance of 181 meters from the quarry site which is
hidden in the government documents. Many such documents are hidden and the

hearing is going on here. Therefore permission should not be given for this stone



quarry. If 1 give permission, | will get an answer saying that it is a crime of fraud

by concealing the documents.
65. Mr. Natarajan, social activist:-

We always have a principle and a theory. If we don't have electricity in our house,
we don't think why not. Don't have the idea that the house next door and the
opposite house don't have electricity, so we don't either. People need to
understand how many jobs are created and how the quarry works. They are also
trying hard to create employment opportunities. Running a stone quarry is no
ordinary thing. There are many problems with it. People welcome the job

opportunity from the quarry, so | welcome the quarry.
66. Mr. Gunaseelan, Athukurichi:-

The coming of a stone quarry near our town will cause harm. Livestock,
farmers, villagers and children are affected. So this stone quarry should be
cancelled. A house is damaged when stone is taken from a stone quarry near the
town. Shouldn't people live in the house? Quarrying should be canceled if man
wants to live. | have in. my hand the evidence given by the District Collector and

Kotakshiar related to the stone quarry.
67. Mr. Radhakrishnan, Navvaladi Village, Tisayanvilai:-

[ have been farming for 45 years in Kasthurirengapurém Village Area 2 M-
Sand Company side. | am 67 years old. | have been farming for 45 years with an
experience of 67 years. | can definitely say that there is no damage to the crop by
this M-Sand company for agriculture. At the same time Radhapuram,; People of
vector crop area are without any job. Earlier there was a palm industry and that
too has left us. Now if the people of this area want to work, they go to Dharavi or
Karnataka in the neighboring state of Maharashtra and earn a living by running a
candy company or micher company. No matter what village you look at, the
houses are empty. No job opportunities. They have gone to other states for job
opportunities. So projects like stone quarries should come in this area so that at
least this low area people can live in this village;. Also permission should be

given for this stone quarry;.
68. Mr. Jayakumar - Sanganapuram:-

There are no job openings in this area. The intention of those registering
the objections is to prevent the giving of jobs and no other intention. If they take a
quarry, there is enough space to fill 2000 ponds. There is no plan to prevent
water wastage. Their aim is only to destroy industries. There is a nuclear power
plant in Koodankulam area, only ten percent of the revenue goes to the Indian
government. The remaining 90 percent of revenue goes to the Russian

government. If there is an accident there will be no grass for about 100 km. Were



they able to prevent it? Because it is the government. This is what the common
man does. Their intention is to threaten them, give 10000, 2 lakh, 3 lakh, and we
will walk away from it. There is no intention to do good. 5 lakhs for us by calling
separately sir. 10 persons came to our area;;;, and they fought fiercely. We were
also proud that they were fighting for the farmers. In the end they asked 1 lakh for
love and 1 lakh for knowledge. Quarry boss strikes a fake note?. Who gives
counterfeit notes in the market? He is sufféring, no matter what time of night we
go, he will be hanging around the quarry.; ; The reason is that 2000 people
depend on us for survival. People fully support the coming of this quarry with the

good intention of letting them live. | humbly request your permission.
69.Mr. Sudalaiyandi - Parkaneri Keezur, Thiruvambalapuram Panchayat:-

| have come to speak in favour of stone quarrying. The peak of your KKM
owner's patience is working in his company so that you don't get angry.
Comments can be submitted at any time. | am reminded of a story by Sivaji
Ganesan, similarly, | also went to Chennai after completing my diploma. They
gave me a job with a salary of 10000. What can be done there with room rent
4000 and rest 60007?. So | came towards the village. | am going to be a mason. If
there is a need for work there, there is mineral-rich gravel and soil, only if there is
work for masons and craftsmen. | can save my family only .if | do wage work.
They are protesting by saying so many laws. But no law can stop us. If we work,
we will have rice. Just by grinding the gravel in the crusher, our intestines grind
the food. At the age of 15, he started a stone quarry 500 meters away in
Parkeneri. At the age of 16, | have carried stones and broken stones in that
quarry. | have earned and given to my family by working hard while studying. It
has been running for 20 years since then. Can anyone who has a garden around
it tell me if there is any damage? They will say it for idle talk. Everyone is cutting
and selling coconuts for one and a half lakh rupees every 40 days. Farmers have
their own land so they do farming. We don't have our own place. Our grandfather
was not a Bhutanese farmer or zamindar. All of us are born in a poor family, we
have no property. Due to the construction of this stone quarry, families like mine
and youth will get job opportunities. Not only 200 people but the company has a
lot of vehicles that can carry mineral resources. Their livelihood will also be
affected. Whatever law comes, we have nothing. If | want to go to the next stage
in my life, | can only work in this stone guarry. So permission must be given for
this stone quarry. From Radhapuram to Aathukrichchi we know how the roads
were 15 years ago. | also studied in this big school. In the evening you have to
travel in tractor only. The roads were potholed. Looking at the layout of the road,
the government does not run any buses. While traveling in a tractor, 2 mothers
talked that if they took a full-month pregnant woman, the delivery would be free

because the structure of the road was like that. It seems to me that roads came



because of mineral wealth. So kindly Ruler, Mr. | humbly request permission for

stone quarry in the name of S.Velu.

70. Mr. Sundaram, Naam Tamilar Party:-

‘Many of the people who against the quarry here said that agriculture is
being affected and all the stones are being taken to Kerala. Government has
announced subsidy for agriculture. Fertilizer is given at subsidized rate, electricity
is given free of cost 4, 5 lakh units per year, cow is given free, all equipment like
drip water is given free by the government. Our people in Kerala sell the crops
they grow for free. The government can give it to these people at low cost by
keeping it free. They take it to Kerala and sell it with the sole intention of making
a profit. Entrepreneurs can sell anywhere according to profit it doesn't matter.
Kasthurirengapuram panchayat already has 4.5 quarries running. The royalty
mining fund for building such quarries is six crore rupees in the panchayat. This
rupee could not be used in Kasturirangapuram panchayat. The district
administration did not agree. A marriage hall has been constructed at Kottai
Karungulam near our panchayat with the help of this mines fund. The fee is Rs.
5000 per day. But if we want to perform in Kasturirangapuram, we have to pay
rent for 70000 pandals and utensils. Sub Collector should take note of this and
release the six crore rupees immediately for the use of the people of
Kasturirangapuram Panchayat. A grant of Rs 20 crore has been announced for
the project. The development of our village panchayat has come to a standstill
due to the stagnation of these mines funds. An appeal to the owner of this quarry,
the people of Kasturirangapuram are the low class, the downtrodden, there are
very miserable people. As a result, employment opportunities are increasing. So
we support this quarry. The people of this area will appreciate you if you show
them the work order received by the government for a free house in
Kasturirangapuram when they are receiving the work order for the construction of
a cluster house or Kalaignar house available through the government and if you
give the materials from your stone quarry to the people at a low price. Because
you are producing in our area and selling at a higher price. The poor people of
the village can't afford half the price. The quarry owners should come forward.
You do not give to the people of the next village, if you start in the
Kasturirangapuram area then there is no problem in giving to the people of that
area. If that happens, the area will be prosperous. This shit has to come. There
are many unemployed youth in this area. They need jobs. Let me remind them
again that you should try to release the mines fund in Kasturirangapuram

panchayat. | wholeheartedly support the quarry.

71.Mr.Anthony Raj - Tirunelveli South District Bharatiya Janata Party,
District Secretary:-
A person said that he has planted 500 bananas in Mudavankulam. 500

bananas can be planted only if planted in 5 acres. What is the value of the place?



How many people have no place for 2 cents here? How many people have no
home to live in? Look at them. An acre property costs Rs.20 lakhs so their 5 acre
broperty costs Rs 1 crore. Everyone depéends on this stone quarry for their
livelihood. This stone quarry owner gave rice 3 times in our panchayat during
Corona time. 25 kg of rice, dal and vegetables half of our panchayat would have
died if 'not for them. No government, political party or District Administration has
given anything. MLA, Speaker, Chairman are all there but no one is giving. This
was given by the quarry owner. So | give my full support for setting up this stone
quarry, you should also support and set up this quarry.

72. Mr. Sudalaimani, Kamaraj Nagar:- ‘

Our village is located half a km from the quarry. From Radhapuram, they
speak of law as law. More than 1000 people have studied in our Panchayat.
There are more than 200 educated people in it. Does the law provide
employment to educated people? Who gives work? Our garden is half a km from
the quarry, we have bananas, 300 coconut trees and tomatoes. They say they
are unable to do agriculture. We are farming and selling well. | have also been
farming for 10 years. It's gding well. What did the law do during the time of

Corona? Our boss bought all the rice, tomatoes and oil.

73. Mr. Nagarajan - Radhapuram:-

They said that livelihood is affected by this quarry. This quarry is our
livelihood. | went abroad and suffered. But | couldn't move forward. My livelihood
is good just by coming here and working in this quarry. | am also training my son
to become-a responsible and good officer like you. So permission should be

given for this stone quarry.

At the end of the meeting, after receiving the total number of 86 petitions
(supporting petitions — 84 and objection petitions - 2) given by the public in
written form to the Sub Collector, Cheranmahadevi. The District Environmental
Engineer thanked all the public who remained silent till now and voiced their
opinions. The meeting was concluded after informing that all comments of the
public have been recorded and the recorded comments will be sent to the State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA).
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District Environmental Engineer(FAC), Sub Collector,

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Cheranmahadevi,
Tirunelveli Tirunelveli.
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