PETAILS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING HELD IN ARULMIGU _SRI
SAMUTHIRAMMAL  THIRUKOVIL, T.RAJAGOPALANPATTI, ANDIPATTI
TALUK, THENI DISTRICT AT 12.00 PM ON 24.12.2025 REGARDING
OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH
STONE QUARRY BY TVL.VANNATHIPARAI NAGAMMAL KALLUDAIKUM
MAGALIR SANGAM TO BE ESTABLISHED IN AN AREA OF 2.50.00
HECTARES AT 1619(PART) OF THIMMARASANAIKANUR BIT-II VILLAGE,
ANDIPATTI TALUK, THENI DISTRICT

PARTICIPANTS:;-

Thiruvalargal:-

1. The District Revenue Officer, Theni District. (The District Revenue Officer
participated in the meeting on the instructions of the District Collector)

2. The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Theni District.

3. The Assistant Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Theni
District.

4. The Assistant Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Theni
District.

The Tahsildar, Andipatti, Theni District

The Block Development Officer(V.P), Andipatti Taluk, Theni District.

The Block Development Officer(B.P), Andipatti Taluk, Theni District.
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The Village Administrative Officer, Thimmarasanaickanur Bit-I Village,
Andipatti Taluk, Theni District. ' '

0. The Village Administrative Officer, Thimmarasanaickanur Bit-II Village,
' Andipatti Taluk, Theni District.

10. | Revenue Inspector, Andipatti, Andipatti Taluk, Theni District.

11. | Project Consultant, Global Mining Solutions, Salem

12. | Public and Social Welfare Activists (List of 66 persons is attached.)

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Theni District in his welcome address, said, “Greetings to all. As the public hearing
for the Vannathiparai Nagammal Kalludaikum Magalir Sangam Quarry is about to
begin, I request everyone to express their opinions clearly and concisely. Please
state your name, father's name and village, and then briefly present your views.”

- The Project Consultant, Global Mining Solutions, Salem gave a detailed
explanation of the project and its environmental impact through a power point

presentation.




Following this, the public and social activists who attended thc

consultation meeting expressed their views as follows.

1. Thiru.Rajasekar, T. Rajagopalanpatti;

He said, "We need the stone quarry We are in great difficulty. We definitely need
this stone quarry."

2.Thiru. Selvam, Sedapatti;

He said, "The quarry is absolutely necessary; many families depend on the
quarry."

3. Thiru.Marimuthu;-

He said, "l am doing stone breaking work. my livelihood depends entirely on this
stone breaking work. The blasting does not cause any harm to anyone here. We
don't use powerful explosives. We are only using small explosives. We will not use
large explosives. Please grant permission for this quarry this one time; we will not
ask for this quarry again next time. We need this quarry."

4. Thiru.Rasappan;-

He said, "I don't know any other work except stone work. We need this stone
quarry.”

5. Thiru.Perumal;- B

He said, "My grandfather and father worked in this quarry. I also work in the
stone quarry now. It is very difficult to educate my children. I can't even afford to
buy them a book when they ask for one. We cannot go anywhere else from this
village; we have children, and we need to educate them. I request the District
Collector to somehow arrange for this quarry for us."

6. Thiru.Munusamy, T. Rajagopalapatti:-

He said, "Considering the livelihood of these 400 families, I humbly request that
you grant us this stone quarry." .

7. Thiru.Sakthivel:-

He said, "Our livelihood depends on the stone quarry. I kindly request that you
provide us with this means of livelihood.”

8.Thiru.Kumarasamy:-




Yle said, "If this stone quarry is given to us this one time, we will somehow
manage to make a living with it."

9.Thiru.Ponram, T.Rajagopalapatti:-

He said, "We need the stone quarry. It is difficult to raise our children without the
quatrry. People who went to other towns in search of work are now returning to
the village. Only with this stone quarry can we survive.”

10.Thiru.Padmasamy:-

He said, "This quarry has not been operational for the past four years. Many
people have gone to other towns. Therefore, I humbly request that this stone
quarry be made available to everyone."

11.Thiru.Rajendran:-

He said, "My land is only 10 meters away from the stone quarry. [ have four acres
of land. There are bore wells. We are engaged in farming. Vehicles cannot move
freely. When the lorries passby, stones fall onto my land. Therefore, I request that
permission not be granted.

12.Thiru.Gnanavel:-

He said, "We have been working in the stone quarry for many years. Please grant
permission for this. We don't know any other work besides this.”

13.Thiru.Pandiaraj:-

He said, "Considering the welfare of those who work in the stone quarry here, I
request that this stone quarry be granted."

14.Thiru.Veeran:-

He said, “The stone quarry must definitely be given to us; otherwise, we have no
other option. We are wandering from village to village as jobless and without
food.”

15.Thiru.Mani:-

He said, “We reside in the Vannathipparai area. This place is convenient for us. It
would be good for everyone if this quarry is opened.”

16.Thiru.Murugan:-

He said, “Many people are speaking here; but they are not the ones who work in

the quarry. They have been brought here under false pretences. Our agriculture



is severely affected. When blasting operations take place, the amount of dust anc
air pollution increases significantly. Furthermore, water resources are also
affected. The water needed for agriculture is not available, and the moisture
seeps into the lower-lying areas. Therefore, I request that this quarry be stopped.
Thank you.”

17. Thiru.Kaliggan:-

He said, “We definitely need this quarry. Please grant permission for it.”
18. Tmt.Kaliammal:-

She said, “We need this quarry. I request that you definitely grant permission for
this stone quarry.”
19.Tmt.Vinothini:-

She said, “Only my husband is educated. His brothers, cousins, and other
relatives who studied with him are all uneducated. For the sake of their
children's education, I humbly request that you grant permission for the quarry
this one time. Please approve this quarry.”

20.Tmt.Sagunthala:-

She said, “The previous person spoke says that we have brought people here
under false pretences. My husband works in the quarry. Currently, because there
is no work, I am unable to pay the loan instalments I have taken and my children
are also going to work digging soil. Do you know about that hardship? If we can't
pay the loan for even one day, it is very difficult. We definitely need this quarry.”
21. Thiru.Thangapandi, Sedapatti:-

He said, “Farming can only be done on agricultural land. We cannot go anywhere
else to farm. They can do alternative work. They bring stones and cut them. We
cannot go and farm in another place. Please take action in a way that does not
harm the agricultural lands. When the stone quarries were operating before, the
groundwater level decreased, and the water that is available now is also receding.
We don't even know when it will rain. The nearby tank is alreac_ly‘dry; the water
drains away and dries up immediately. The 58 Graama Kanmai is located nearby,
extending from here to Usilampatti. If that is affected, it will cause us even
greater harm. The Pollution Control Board says that trees should be planted.
They haven't planted a single tree. Even the Prosopis juliflora trees there were not

planted by them; they grew naturally. Furthermore, the dust from the quarry



jettles on the crops, causing them to wither. Only farmers know the pain and
hardship of farming. We are sharing our difficulties,”
22. Tmt.Kalieswari:-

She said, “400 families depend on this stone quarry. Please grant permission for

this quarry this one time.”
23. Tmt.Pandiselvi:-

She said, “If permission is granted for this quarry this one time, all our children

will be well.”
24.Thiru.Pandi:-

She said, “Agriculture is being severely affected. Water bodies are completely

affected. They have been quarrying stones for almost 40 years. Until now, we
have not been affected. If we dig a bore well, even at 60-70 feet, there is no water.
There are ten such bore wells. Only 1-2 of them have water. The water level has
gone below 200 feet. This severely affects the land and water. To save agriculture,
I request that this quarry be banned.”

25.Thiru.Jaya:-

She said, "I currently have no job. My entire family depends on this quarryfor our

livelihood. We have no other source of income. Please grant us this one
opportunity. Wé have a strong desire to educate our children well. One child is
working, but I am unable to continue my younger son's education. Considering
the livelihood of our family, I humbly request that you please grant permission for
this quarry just this one time."

26. Tmt.Alamelu:-

She said, "My husband was sent away from his workplace because the tender had

ended. Would they ask him to take a shovel and work if there was no work at
their own place? This is their own business. They have the right to do so. They
sent him away because we don't have our own business. I want to educate my
children well. That's why this quarry should be given to us."

27 .Tmt.Jaya;pranima:-

She said, "I request that this quarry be granted to us this one time."
28. Tmt.Maheshwari:- '

She said, "We are struggling a lot to educate our children. I request that this

quarry be given to us for their education.

29.Thiru.Veluchamy:-




He said, "We have been involved in the stone quarry work for almost thre:
generations. There are no losses involved in this. The livelihood of our families
completely depends on this stone quarry. We want to work in this stone quarry
and improve the future of our children. I request that this stone quarry be
granted to us so that we can pursue this profession that we desire." A

30. ’l"hiru.Nagaraj:-

He said, “They are currently saying that agriculture is being affected. We accept
that. The last time we took the tender, we worked on nearly four acres of land.
Because it was said that this was affecting traffic, we ourselves stopped work on
two acres of that land. Currently, farmers are drawing water from those pits and
cultivating their crops successfully. But because there is no work in the quarry,
our lives have become very difficult. We are struggling to educate our children;
even if we go to other towns for work, we cannot live peacefully there. If parents
go to other towns for work, the children go astray. If everyone wants to live well
with their families, it is essential to live in their own hometown. Only if there is
work locally can we live locally. Therefore, it is enough if permission is granted to
open the quarry just this one time. We are ready to give a written assurance that
we will not ask for it the next time. When tenders are issued, if they are given for
three years out of five, the tender stops for the remaining five years. This leads to
a situation where we lose everything we earned in those three years. Therefore,
we humbly request that you please issue the quarry tender just this one time.”
31.Thiru.Prabhu:-

He said, “Only if we cultivate, we can provide you with vegetables. If you prevent

us from farming, how will you get all those products? Even when it rains, the
water doesn't stay in the tank. As the quarry gets deeper, please investigate how
many borewells we have dug. It costs up to one lakh rupees to dig a single
borewell. Even after digging some borewells to a depth of 800 or 900 feet, there is
no water. As the quarry gets deeper, the groundwater has completely
disappeared. Water doesn't even stay in the tank for 20 days. We have no
intention of ruining anyone's life. The quarry was at a higher level before. In
another five years, the quarry will become _éven deeper. But even now, there is no
water despite the depth. In this situation, if a quarry is established again and pits

are dug, the remaining small amount of water will go even deeper. After that, a



“situation will arise where we cannot do any farming at all. Therefore, I humbly
request that you immediately stop this quarrying activity.”

32.Thiru.Munusamy:-

He said, “Give permission for the quarry just this one time; we can see about it
next time.”

33.Tmt.Parimala:-

She said, “Give the tender for the quarry this one time. We don't know any other
work. Please give this quarry to us.”.
34. Tmt.Sangeetha:-

She said, “I have completed my studies and am currently staying at home without

doing any job. When I go to ask for a job, they demand a bribe of 10,000 rupees;
no one is ready to offer a job. In this situation, I humbly request that you grant
permission for the quarry just this one time.”

35. Thiru.Dinesh:-

He said, "Those who claim to have fought for one or two Lakhs cannot even pay

their house rent of 1000 rupees properly. We all live by doing daily wage work.
But daily wage work alone is not enough for us; we need quarry work. We cannot
do anything without the rocks. About 40 young men like us are in this situation.
This quarry work is very important for our livelihood; we cannot live without it.
Therefore, I humbly request that you please grant permission for this quarry."

36. Tmt.Mariyvammal:-

She said, "We definitely need this quarry."
37.Thiru.Raja:-

He said, "Because the groundwater is flowing into the quarry pits, we are unable

to cultivate our land. Please take this into consideration. Conduct an inspection
of the agricultural lands and see the situation firsthand. Currently, agriculture is
completely affected. The main reason for this is the quarrying activities.
Therefore, immediate action should be taken regarding this. They can work and
live on government Wasteland; We cannot cultivate on government Wastelénd. I
humbly request that you take appropriate measures so that we can cultivate and
live here properly." '

Since no public came forward to express their views, the public hearing Was
concluded by requesting the public to submit the petitions if any to the District

Revenue Officer.



The following details are attached herewith;-
1) Public Notice regarding the Public Hearing - Tamil and English
2) Certificate of the Village Administrative Officer, Kodangipatti
3) List of names of those who attended the public hearing
4) Video recording of the public hearing
S5) Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Project Summary
(Tamil and English)
6) Petitions received at the public hearing and petitions received by post-76 Nos.
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DEE/TNPCB/THENI DRO/THENI The District C¥llector,
Theni District.
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