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DETAILS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING HELD IN ARULMIGU SRI SAMUTHIRAMMAL

THIRUKOVIL, T.RAJAGOPALANPATTI, ANDIPATTI TALUK, THENI DISTRICT AT

10.00 AM ON 24.12.2025 REGARDING OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE

FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH STONE QUARRY BY TVL.VANNATHIPARAI

KALIESWARI KALLUDAIKUM MAGALIR SANGAM TO BE ESTABLISHED IN AN AREA

OF 1.60.00 HECTARES AT 1432/3(PART) OF THIMMARASANAIKANUR BIT-II

VILLAGE, ANDIPATTI TALUK, THENI DISTRICT

PARTICIPANTS:;-
Thiruvalargal:-
1. The District Revenue Officer, Theni District.
(The District Revenue Officer participated in the meeting on the instructions of
the District Collector)
2. The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Theni
District.
3. The Assistant Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Theni District.
4, The Assistant Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Theni District.
5. The Tahsildar, Andipatti, Theni District
6. The Block Development Officer(V.P), Andipatti Taluk, Theni District.
7. The Block Development Officer(B.P), Andipatti Taluk, Theni District.
8. The Village Administrative Officer, Thimmarasanaickanur Bit-I Village, Andipatti
Taluk, Theni District.
9. The Village Administrative Officer, Thimmarasanaickanur Bit-II Village, Andipatti
' Taluk, Theni District.
10. | Revenue Inspector, Andipatti, Andipatti Taluk, Theni District.
11. | Project Consultant, Global Mining Solutions, Salem
12. | Public and Social Welfare Activists (List of 81 persons is attached.)

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Theni

District in his welcome address, said, “Good morning to everyone. I welcome the District

Revenue Officer, government officials, media friends, and all the members of the public

who have come to preside over and participate in this public consultation meeting. I

request everyone present here to express their views calmly and clearly. Please maintain

silence. Everyone will be given an opportunity. The project consultant from Global Mining

Solutions is here to explain the project in detail. You can register your opinions after he

explains the project. Everyone's opinions will be valued, recorded, and submitted.

Therefore, I request you to maintain peace and order.”




The Project Consultant, Global Mining Solutions, Salem gave a detai’ 1
explanation of the project and its environmental impact through a power point

presentation.

Following this, the public and social activists who attended the consultation

meeting expressed their views as follows.

1. Thiru.K.Raja, T.Rajagopalapatti:-

He said, "Our well is located right next to the Vannathiparai. There isn't even a 100-
meter distance. The area is approximately 40-50 acres. We have drilled borewells there.
They are being affected. The access road is so narrow that even an auto-rickshaw cannot
pass through. No lorry can go there. It is very difficult. The groundwater is also being
continuously affected. When the blasting occurs, stones fall onto the road. Therefore,
please ensure that you carry out the work without affecting the agricultural land."
2.Thiru.Pandiaraj, T. Rajagopalapatti:-

He said, “We are engaged in the stone quarrying business. We use the mineral resources
available here to supply Kadappa stone and crushed stone for house construction and
other building purposes in the neighboring villages. We do not use large explosives; we
are engaged in manual quarrying. Many families depend on this quarry for their
livelihood. I humbly request that you establish this quarry to provide them with a means
of living”.

3.Thiru. Prabhu, T. Rajagopalapatti:-

He said, “They claim they will not use explosives; however, I have brought evidence and
video recordings showing that they have used explosives. Last year, when they used
explosives, stones fell into our field while our laborers were working there. When we
asked them to remove the fallen stones, they said they would use explosives again in the
evening, but with a reduced quantity. Even yesterday, they used explosives in a nearby
quarry. I also have video evidence of that. The Pollution Control Board claims there is no
pollution. However, agriculture is severely affected by the dust coming from the quarry.
They say they will not use explosives. The quarry has been dug to a great depth. There
are no safety measures in place, even to prevent accidental falls. There is a temple
nearby, and the water from the Usilampatti 58-tank system flows past this area. The use
of explosives here is causing water to leak from the tank. Since this quarry is operating
in a manner that causes such damage, I request that appropriate action be taken in this

regard”



f!-\"l_‘mt.Thavamani, T. Rajagopalapatti:
She said, “We work in stone quarrying. We are facing difficulties without this work. We

work safely. Please grant us this quarry. We don't know any other work. Our children are
suffering greatly. Therefore, we need this quarry”.
5.Thiru. Surulivel, T. Rajagopalapatti:

He said, "The groundwater is seepiné into the pit of this quarry. The public who go to the
Kannimar temple in that area are facing great difficulties; they have to run and hide. The
stones from the blasting are falling onto the road. We depend on agriculture for our
livelihood; we have taken loans from cooperative banks for farming. We live solely on
agriculture. However, due to this situation, we are unable to repay those loans.

Therefore, you must consider this and provide a solution."”

6.Tmt. Leelavathi, T. Rajagopalapatti:

She said, "300 families depend on this quarry. These 300 families need to educate their
childreh. These 300 families make their living from this quarry. Because this quarry has
been shut down, our children's education has come to a halt. We don't own any land for
farming. Our children don't know any other work; we only know stone quarrying. We are
unable to educate our children. We cannot pay the school fees. We are in a situation
where we cannot arrange marriages for our children who are of marriageable age.

Marriage arranged for many women have been called off. Please grant permission for this

quarry to reopen”

7.Thiru.Rajasekar, T.Rajagopalapatti:-

He said, "I used to work in this stone quarry. We are facing great difficulties without the

quarry. We are unable to educate our children. You must help us in getting this quarry
reopened. We are in a situation where we have to go from village to village searching for
work for just 100 rupees. You must grant permission for this quarry and help us.”
’8.Thiru.Thangapandi, Sedapatti:-

He said, “Because the Vannathiparai quarry is located next to our farm, we are

experiencing pollution. This severely affects our agriculture. I couldn't even afford to
educate my son. The reaéon is that the dust settles on the plants, causing the vegetables
to rot and the flowers to wither. As a result, we don't get any yield. When I tried to find
other work besides farming, I couldn't find a job. We depend solely on agriculture. We
humbly request that you suspend this tender. If not, we request that you arrange for us
to meet the Chief Minister. Even though I have a degree, I haven't been able to find a job
despite appearing for various exams. Approximately S00 families depend on this

agriculture for their livelihood. However, in this surrounding area, we are the only ones



who are still farming. Others have stopped farming because there is no rain. Even wh-
it rains, the water doesn't stay on the land because it's low-lying. Furthermore, the 58-
village canal project from the Vaigai Dam passes through Usilampatti nearby. Excavating
this quarry causes soil erosion, leading to landslides and water leakage. This quarry is
located very close to a temple. There isn't even 100 meters between this survey number
and our land; there is only a 5-meter gap. Our field boundary and that survey number
are practically the same. Please come and inspect it in person. You will understand when
you see our field boundary. We are protesting because we are stating the truth about
what is happening.”

9.Thiru.Nagaraj, T. Rajagopalapatti:

He said, “We accept what they are saying. We have been working in this quarry for
almost three generations. Until now, we have lived like brothers, uncles, and cousins. It's
the same in Sedapatti as well. Everyone who has come here are like our brothers, uncles,
and cousins. No one else has come here. Even for setting off an explosion, in large
quarries, they completely excavate and leave within one, two, or three years. But we have
been depending on the same quarry for three generations. We mostly do manual labor.
Only now are we using small machines for our work. You can even come and see for
yourselves. We are working with those small machines. Our livelihood depends entirely
on this quarry. Many children in our village don't go to school because they lack the
means to study. We go to places like Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka looking for work;
but there, they treat us very cruelly. We are unable to work peacefully in our own village,
even though we have a quarry here. As the younger man who spoke before said, the
blasting in that quarry is not on a large scale. We do it on a small scale. And we have
never done anything without informing them that we are going to set off an explosion.
They would say, "Okay, we will move aside." Until now, there have been no problems.
Only now is this young man coming and saying this. Our livelihood depends entirely on
this quarry. If the quarry work is stopped, there are 150 families here. Give us some
other work, and we will do it. If we leave this stone work, we don't know any other job.
We have been working in this quarry for the third generation. Ask around in these
surrounding villages. It is very difficult to educate our children. We borrow money at
interest to educate them; this is the truth. All the money I earn goes to paying interest;
with today's cost of living..." We are unable to save anything. Therefore, we humbly
request the senior officials to please understand our situation and grant permission for
this quarrying work to continue properly. We don't ask for any concessions from the

government. Just give us the work,”.



}Q%Tmt.Parimala, T. Rajagopalapatti:

~

She said, “Our lives depend on this quarry. If this stone quarry is not there, we will have
no means of livelihood. We don't know any other work. No one is willing to give us money

either. Therefore, please, somehow grant us this stone quarry.”

11.'fhiru.Ramak.rishnan, T. Rajagopalapatti:

He said, "The stone quarry is our main source of livelihood. We are leading our lives
depending on it. This quarry has been operating continuously for many years. Aren't they
using the water that collects in the quarry for agriculture? Answer my question. They are
using the quarry water for farming, but they won't talk about that. I humbly request that
you support and assist this quarrying industry so that we can manage our children's

educational expenses and improve our family's livelihood."

12.Tmt.Vinodhini, T. Rajagopalapatti:

She said, “You say you are doing farming even after completing your degree. But my
father-in-law educated my husband by working in that quarry. Because my husband
earned a degree, and since this quarry is no longer operational, he has gone to another
town for work. But we cannot say that everyone else can educate their children to the
degree level like my father-in-law did. My husband went to another town because he had
a degree. Not all children can get top marks. Some child will be in the last seat. Should
those children remain as they are without any opportunities? If this quarry work is
stopped, how will they educate their children? Even if they themselves are uneducated,
they still have the desire for their children to be educated. You know farming, and you
are doing farming. We only know quarry work. If we leave quarry work and go to another
town for work, the salary we earn there will not be sufficient for our current economic

needs. At most, they pay only 5,000 or 10,000 rupees. You must show us a better way.”

13. Thiru.Murugan, T. Rajagopalapatti:

He said, "A quarry can be set up anywhere. But agriculture cannot be done that way. If
not, buy our agricultural land and operate the quarry there. We know only farming; you
say you know only stone quarrying. Stone quarrying can be done on government
wasteland somewhere; but agriculture cannot be done on wasteland. So, buy our land as
well. Buy us some other agricultural land in exchange for our land. We will do farming
there happily. Moreover, if there is a quarry, none of the procedures for the quarry have

been followed. Trees must be planted. Fences must be erected. Nothing should be within



100-200 meters around it. There are temples, ponds, and water resources there. Becav =
of the quarry, all the water flows away through the stream. It doesn't reach the wells. To
whom should we complain about this? Buy all our land. Buy us some other agricultural
land. We will happily do farming there. You can take any government wasteland you
want for the quarry. For example, this Vannathiparai quarry has been here for so many
years. Are you not working? They are all working there individually. Can we leave our
agricultural land and go to another place to farm? Even if there is no government
wasteland here, there is plenty in the neighboring villages. You can survey there and give
it for the quarry. There is plenty of land. Similarly, there is no 100-meter gap. There are
bunds. The quarry is right next to the bunds. There is no moisture. To whom should we
complain? They say they are blasting properly. As soon as they blast, all the people run
and hide. If a life is lost, will you take responsibility? All those who spoke now are young
people. If there are any older people, ask them to speak. They know. The quarry has now
gone very deep. You are using machine. How high do the explosions go? We are also
affected. You say you are also affected. We will compromise. Buy us some other
agricultural land. We will cultivate there. You can even convert the entire area into a
quarry.”
(There is a commotion, and the meeting resumed)

14.Thiru. Panneer, T. Rajagopalapatti:-

He said, “We have been doing this same profession for three generations; the government
has not provided us with any assistance. We travel from village to village, working while
facing hunger and hardship. There is no work available locally either. Our lives depend
entirely on this quarrying work. We humbly request that you please make arrangements
for this.”

15.Thiru. Singaraj, Nallamuthuthevanpatti:

He said, “First of all, I express my gratitude to the officials present here, the farming
community, and the quarry workers. I acknowledge that if opinions differ and quarrying
is stopped, your livelihoods will be affected. Similarly, I also acknowledge that agriculture
will be affected. There are still two quarries in Vannathiparai. Quatries with survey
numbers 1619 and others, 1430 and 1431, already exist. They are located near the road.
I request that the quarry near the road be considered for the construction of a retaining
wall to create employment opportunities and prevent damage to agricultural lands. Our
work involves quarrying by blasting in the nearby quarry. I had previously tendered for

survey numbers 1619 and 1431. It is true that their agriculture is affected. It is also true



th?t their livelihoods are affected. I humbly request that alternative solutions be provided
that are acceptable to both parties.” '

16.Thiru.Kannan:-

He said, "I have studied up to the eighth grade. My father was a quarry worker. I am also
a quarry worker. I have been working in the stbne quarrying industry until now. I went to
work in the Karur and Vedasandur areas. I couldn't work there. They said that they
would get the quarrying tender. So, I left that job and came here to work. Then, they
spread rumors that I shouldn't work here. The quarrying work stopped completely. Then
they decided to get the tender for the quarry. Therefore, everyone is spreading rumors to
prevent this quarry from being granted. I have been working for ten years and have only
now reached a good position. If I lose this, I have no other job. Therefore, I request that
this quarry be granted.”

17.Thiru.Pandi:-

He said, “The rules and regulations were not properly followed in awarding the tender for

this Vannathi Parai quarry. It is unclear whether they were followed at all. They know
what the rules and regulations are. They did not take into account the required distance
from rivers, streams, ponds, temples, and agricultural lands. The quarry is located on
the patta land that they have acquired. There is a temple on the patta land. There is also
a pathway in the same area. They are breaking stones on the pathway. We are facing
immense difficulties. As proof that explosives were detonated near the temple, the officer
came there for an inspecﬁon. But he did not even come near the temple. If he had come
and seen, he would have known how many holes have been drilled there. The 58th canal
is located nearby. The canal is within the survey number of the quarry. When water is
released into that canal, the water seeps out and flows away. Some say they are not
using explosives. Some admit that they are using explosives. When they use explosives,
we employ 20-30 laborers at a wage of 300-350 rupees. They say they detonate
explosives at that time. Taking those 30 people 10 kilometers away and bringing them
back wastes 30 minutes of our time. Please find a way to ban this quarry. Otherwise, we
will submit a petition to the District Collector's office. We will appeal to all the necessary

authorities,”.

18.Thiru.Maniyammal:-

She said, “I request that this stone quarry be granted to us. We are unable to educate
our children; we ourselves have only studied up to the eighth or ninth grade. Our father,
grandfather, and grandmother did not receive any education; therefore, this is the only

work we know, and we cannot do any other job. We cannot even buy things for our



children when they ask for them. Therefore, I request that the tender for this quarry ’ =
awarded to us. They only talk about agriculture; but this quarry has not caused any
harm. They say, They are setting off explosives without informing us’; but we inform
them in advance before setting off the explosives. They say that they don't know any
other work besides this. We also don't know any other work besides this. Therefore, I

request that you help us secure this stone quarry tender in a proper manner.”

19. Thiru.Veeran:-

He said, “I have been working in Andhra Pradesh for the past 7 years; due to the
unstable situation there, I have now come here. We absolutely need this quarry. Let them
do their business, and we too must be able to do ours. Therefore, I humbly request that
permission be granted for this quarry.” |

20.Thiru.Pandiaraj:-

He said, “We have been working in the stone quarry for three generations. We have been
working in this quarry since our grandfather's time and our father's time. Go and see
other quarries. They would have dug a 150-foot deep pit in a year. Even though this
Vannathiparai quarry has been worked for three generations, it doesn't even have a 20-
foot deep pit. We do all the work manually. Now they are saying that we are using
explosives; for that, the government should allocate a specific time, and we will safely

detonate the explosives during that time,”.

21. Tmt.Pandeeswari:-

She said, “We have been doing stone work for generations; we don't know any other
work. We educate our children only through educational loans. They say that agriculture
is being affected. The government is waiving the loans given to farmers. Where are we
supposed to go and ask for help? We make our living only from this quarry. Therefore, we
request that this quarry be grahted to us.”

22. Thiru.Mahendran:-

He said, “I work in the Vannathiparai stone quarry. I have two daughters; we educated
them with great difficulty. Now, when I asked for 10,000 rupees to help my children get
jobs, they say, ‘We will give it only if the quarry is operational. You are just roaming
around without working at the quarry. We won't give it to you because we don't trust
you.” We listen to what the farmers say; we have even given them a pit. We gave it to

them saying, You can do farming in that pit.” Now, nobody is working there. They



'rk{emselves know that. We have been interacting with them like brothers. Now, suddenly
they are coming and saying this. Please, give us permission just this one time; next time,

we ourselves will give it in writing that we don't want it. We also go for farm work.”

23. Thiru.Prabhu:-

He said, "The pfevious speaker said there is no problem, but While we were working in
our garden with labourers, a stone fell inside our garden. When we informed the quarry
owners about this, an argument and fight broke out between them and us. We are fewer
in number there, while they have more people. You say they are not digging deep; please
investigate the depth. Investigate how many feet it is from the ground level. They say it
hasn't gone below 20 feet. It has gone down almost 50-60 feet. Near the temple, drain all
the water and see how deep it is. We have reached a point where we ourselves might
stumble and fall into the pit while walking on the road. If that rock falls inside, there is
no safety whatsoever. Can you guarantee our lives? Therefore, we request that Sir

investigate and take appropriate action,"

24. Tmt.Kaladevi:-

She said, "They are saying that agriculture is being affected, and therefore, stop this
quarry. All banks provide agricultural loans and loans against agricultural land titles. It
is possible to pledge jewelry at a low-interest rate. Similarly, some concessions should be
given to the quarry workers; quarry workers should be allowed to pledge their jewelry at
a low-interest rate. We are cooperating in the same way; but we don't even get the
concessions that you get in the bank. Because we are ordinary people. This is our
livelihood for generations; we don't know any other profession. How will we make our
children survive? 400 families survive on this. The men in our families go to other towns
for work. We are alone with our children. Who will provide us with security? 400 families
depend on this quarry for their livelihood." “We request that this quarry be granted to

»

us.

(There is a commotion, and the meeting resumed)

25. Tmt.Pandiselvi:-

She said, “We definitely need the stone quarry. Our children are studying with great
difficulty; we are going from village to village to educate them. I have three children. We

are going from village to village for their education. You must grant this quarry to us.”



26. Tmt.Murugeswari:

She said, “For three generations, our livelihood has depended on this quarry. Our
parents didn't even educate us up to the 1st or 2nd grade. We depend on this stone
quarry. We are educating our children so that they don't face the same situation as us.
We definitely need the stone quarry. I couldn't provide a dowry for my daughter, and her
marriage was called off. We definitely need the stone quarry,”.

27. Tmt.Latha:-

She said, “We couldn't get an education. We are struggling so that our children don't
have to suffer. We think we can educate our children with great difficulty, even by taking

loans. But we are unable to repay the loans we have taken. We definitely need this stone

quarry.”

28. Tmt.Maheswari:

She said, “We are unable to properly educate our children. We are facing great
difficulties; because we are going from village to village looking for work, the elderly

people at home are unable to take care of the children. We definitely need this quarry,”.

29. Thiru.Subburajan:

He said, “You please conduct an inspection; if a vehicle carrying vegetables goes there, it
topples over. It has become impossible for vehicles to travel through that area. Only four
of us who farm in that area have come here. You should hold a meeting in

Vannathiparai.” “We farmers will come and speak there,” he said.

30. Tmt.Alamelu:-

She said, “Our only wish is that our children should study well; therefore, you should
not think only about yourselves, but also consider the situation of others like us. For our

lives and our children's future to be good, we definitely need this stone quarry.”

31.Tmt.Mahalakshmi:-

She said, “We were working in that stone quarry, but now there is no work. They explain
everything to us before setting off the explosives. Even with this situation, you are

complaining. We don't know any other work; this is the only work we know. Therefore,



‘rk}s stone quarry is very important and absolutely necessary for us to earn a living and

support our families.”

32. Tmt.Kaleeswari:-

She said, “My husband works in the stone quarry; about 400 families live here. If the
men from these 400 families go to other towns looking for work, who will protecf the
women? Can you provide police protection for every house? If you keep this stone quarry
open, we will live here with our families and work. Why would we go to other towns?

Considering our livelihood and the future of our families, we definitely need this stone

quarry.”

33. Tmt.Gowri:-

She said, “We definitely need this stone quarry; currently, it is very difficult to make ends
meet because there is no work at home. This quarry work is our only source of livelihood,
and it is the only way to support our families. Therefore, considering our situation, we
hufnbly request that you grant permission for the continued operation of this stone

quarry for our livelihood.”

34. Tmt. Selvi, Andipatti:-

She said, “Many people, including my family, work here; everyone is living in great
difficulty, without even enough to eat. This stone quarry work is our only source of
livelihood, and without it, our families' lives cannot improve. Therefore, understanding
our situation with compassion, we humbly request that you please help us by allowing

this stone quarry to operate.”

35. Thiru.Muthukumar:-

He said, “We are facing immense difficulties because of the closure of this stone quarry;
my elder brother is studying in college, but since our parents depended on this stone
quarry work, we are now in a situation where we cannot afford his education and other
necessary expenses. We are forced to leave our village and work elsewhere to make a
living. When the stone quarry was operational, we were able to provide him with an

education, but I couldn't study. Therefore, this stone quarry is absolutely essential.” ‘



36. Thiru.Lokesh:-

He said, “400 families here depend on this stone quarry for their livelihood; for the past
five years, since this stone quarry has been non-operational, all these families have been
facing immense hardships. We humbly request that permission be granted for the stone

quarry to operate.”

37. Thiru.Karuppaiah:-

He said, “We have been living on this profession for about 30-35 years; we don't know
any other way to earn a living. I faced immense difficulties for a year trying to educate my
son in college, and despite all my efforts, I couldn't provide him with a proper education.
So, I took out a loan to educate him; I don't know how we are going to repay that loan.

Give us the stone quarry. We too need to make a living.”

38. Thiru.Palanisamy:-

He said, “I worked in a stone quarry in Tiruppur for seven years; while working there, my
children and I faced great difficulties. Despite the hardships, we couldn't educate our
three children. After that, without work in Tiruppur, I did whatever jobs I could find,
working in many companies to support my children. But the work available there was
never as peaceful as the work available in our village, so I finally came back here. There
is a big difference between working in our village and working elsewhere; here, I can
come home and eat peacefully.” "Due to the hardships I faced, I was unable to provide a
proper education for my three children. My livelihood and the future livelihood of my
children depend on this stone quarry. Therefore, this stone quarry must definitely be

granted to us," he said.

39. Thiru.Chinnarasu:-

Speaking, he said, "No one is asking for this stone quarry to buy houses, cars, or
bungalows. We are asking for this stone quarry solely for the purpose of educating our
children. Understanding this reasonable request, we urge you to grant us this stone
quarry. More than half of the families here do not even own a house; they have to work
every day just to get food. Therefore, considering this, I request that you grant

permission for the stone quarry."

\



7. Thiru.Mookkaiah:-

He said, "We have been 1iving dependent on this stone quarry for three generations.
Currently, it is operating without causing any damage to any of the houses. Therefore,
considering our livelihood and the welfare of our families,v I request that you please
reopen this stone quarry.”

41. Thiru.Munusamy:-

He said, “We have been dependent on this stone quarry for so many years. I am 35 years
old, and I don't know any other work besides this. Please reopen the stone quarry
somehow; we have no other work. Although it is said that agriculture is being affected,
in reality, they have not been significantly affected; we and they have lived together
harmoniously, and we have not complained about them, nor have they complained about
us. Agriculture is ongoing, but without this stone quarry, we have no work. But for the
past 5-8 years, there has been no work. There is no conflict between us and them. We
will always remain that way. I request that you allow this quarry to operate.”

Since no public came forward to express their views, the public hearing was
concluded by requesting the public to submit the petitions if any to the District Revenue
Officer.

The following details are attached herewith;-
1) Public Notice regarding the Public Hearing - Tamil and English
2) Certificate of the Village Administrative Officer, Kodangipatti
3) List of names of those who attended the public hearing
4) Video recording of the public hearing
5) Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Project Summary
(Tamil and English)

6) Petitions received at the public hearing and petitions received by post
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DEE/TNPCB/THENI DRO/THENI The/Districp/Collector,
Theni District.
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