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District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
North:

The District Environmental Engineer, on behalf of the District Administration and

the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, welcomed all dignitaries and participants. He
respectfully welcomed the Honourable Revenue Divisional Officer who is presiding over
this Public Hearing. He also welcomed the general public, environmental activists, other
government officials, police officers, and the owners of the ordinary stone and gravel
quarries who have come to participate and express their views.
As per the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006, issued by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India, it is
mandatory for eight categories of activities and industries to obtain prior Environmental
Clearance before starting their projects. For certain types of projects mentioned in the EIA
Notification 2006, conducting a Public Hearing is compulsory as part of the Environmental
Clearance process.

Accordingly, in Tiruppur District, Tiruppur South Taluk, Peruntholuvu Village,

M/s. VKP Engineering India Private Limited has applied for Environmental Clearance to
establish a Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry in the name of M/s. VKP Engineering India
Private Limited Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry Cluster (3 Nos.) over an Extent of
09.05.38 Ha. Therefore, this Public Hearing is being conducted as part of the
Environmental Clearance procedure.
In connection with this Public Hearing, a Public Notice was issued 30 days in advance in
the newspapers "Dhinamalar" and "The New Indian Express" on 31.12.2025, in
accordance with the statutory requirements. In addition, pamphlets were distributed to the
residents of Peruntholuvu Village and nearby villages to inform them about the conduct
of this Public Hearing.



During this meeting, the project consultants on behalf of the quarry owners will
explain details of the project and the Environmental Impact Assessment Report through
a PowerPoint Presentation. After this, the public and environmental volunteers from the
region may express their views either orally or in writing.

All opinions and statements provided by the participants are being recorded.
The entire proceedings of this Public Hearing are being documented through audio and
video recording. These recordings, along with the minutes of the meeting and the written
statements, will be compiled and sent to the State Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA) for further action.

Participants who wish to express their views must clearly mention their name,
village, and address. They are requested to provide remarks related only to the proposed
stone and gravel quarry project.

| Once again, the District Environmental Engineer earnestly requests that only
comments related to this quarry project be submitted and that irrelevant statements be
avoided.

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer respeétfully invites the Honourable
Revenue Divisional Officer to preside over and conduct the Public Hearing.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur:

Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur greeted everyone and said that a public
consultation meeting is being held today regarding the proposed quarry project of VKP
Engineering India Private Limited. The quarry is planned to be established over a total
area of 9.05.38 hectares, consisting of P1 — 1.64.38 hectares, P2 —2.90.0 hectares, and
P3 —4.51.0 hectares. He requested everyone to share their opinions clearly and without
creating an'y pfoblems. He also asked that each person limit their comments to not more
than 10 minutes. Before giving their opinion, he requested each participant to first state
their name and the name of their village, and then share their views.

The Project Consultant, Geo exploration and solutions, Salem, Tamil Nadu:

The Project Consultant welcomed all the participants who had gathered for

the public hearing. He then explained the details of the project in the following
manner:

Newspaper Advertisement

Issuing Notice for the Public Opinion Hearing Meeting

Introduction about the Quarry |

Location Map of the Project Site

Project Details of the Quarry

Features Surrounding the Project Site

Satellite Photograph — 500 m Radius

Photographs of the Project Site — Thiru. V.K.P. Engineering India Private
Limited (3 Nos.), 09.05.38 Hectares

9. Photographs of the Project Site Fencing & Green Belt (3 Nos.)
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10.Mineral Resource Reserves and the Proposed Quantity to be Excavated (3
Nos.)

11.Features Present within a 10 km Radius around the Existing Quarry

12.Land Use within a 10 km Radius around the Existing Quarry

13.Base line Data Map within a 10 km Radius around the Existing Quarry

14.Baseline Environmental Monitoring

15.Map of the Location where Soil Samples were Collected

16. Satellite Photograph of the Locations where Water Quality Analysis was
Conducted

17.Photograph of Wind Direction, Map of the Location where Wind Monitoring
was Conducted, and Information on Ambient Air Quality

18.Satellite Photograph of the Locations where Noise Level Study was
Conducted and the Results of the Noise Level Study

19. Anticipated Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures

20. Environmental Impact Assessment

21. Anticipated Environmental Noise Impacts and Mitigation Measures

22. Anticipated Environmental Water Impacts and Mitigation Measures

23. Sprinkling of Water on Roads and Sample Photograph

24 Establishment of Green Belt

25.Technology and Site details

26.Benefits of the Project

27.Conclusion

A copy of the PowerPoint presentation is also enclosed vide Annexure — II

After that, the District Environmental Engineer of the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Tiruppur North, said that in this public hearing, the public may record their
opinions either in writing or verbally. Before giving their opinions, he requested that
people must clearly mention their name, address, and the name of the village they belong
to. he also repeatedly emphasized that opinions shduld be given only about this proposed
quarry project.

1. Mr. P. Vadivel, Peruntholuvu:

He stated that the quarry business does not cause any problems for them. If the road
has been damaged, they can ask the concerned people to repair it. Apart from that, he
said he is unable to speak about anything else, as he is not accustomed to speaking in

~such matters.

2. Mr. P. Ramkumar, Perunthozhuvu:
He conveyed his morning greetings to everyone gathered there. He stated
that VKP Crusher has currently applied for permission to operate a quarry. Regarding
this, he said that the government should seek the opinions of the people of Perunthozhuvu

Panchayat and then decide, in accordance with the laws and regulations of the




government, whether to grant permission or reject the application. He further mentioned
that VKP had previously carried out quarry operations with a valid license. He requested
that the site should not be left as it is after the quarrying activities are completed. Instead,
it should be developed into something useful, such as a rain water harvesting project,
which could help increase the groundwater level.

However, he cautioned that if the rock pit is left unattended after the quarry
license expires, there is a possibility that it could become a dumping ground for garbage,
similar to what has happened in the village of Mudalipalayam. Therefore, he requested
that the quarry pit be developed in a useful manner, such as a rain water harvesting
structure, so that it would benefit the people. He also stated that the government should
consider all the opinions expressed by the people of Perunthozhuvu Panchayat and, after
proper consultation, grant permission according to government rules if appropriate.

He emphasized that the authorities should decide whether to grant or reject
permission for the quarry strictly according to government regulations. The government
should avoid taking any one-sided decision and should act in a way that supports the
people. He reiterated that the quarry pit should not simply be left abandoned. According
to him, the authorities should seek the views of the people and act based on their

opinions. In his humble view, the government should listen to the opinions of the village
residents before making a final decision.

3. Mr. P. Krishnapraveen, Maniyamgl alayam:
He stated that VKP Quarry has now applied for permission to operate a

quarry. He acknowledged that they have submitted an application seeking approval to
start new quarry operations. He further said that during the quarry operations, soil or
materials from the quarry should be provided to the people living in the area at a lower
price. Compared to the price charged in outside places such as Karur, it should be given
to the local people at about half the price.

He also requested that proper care be taken to ensure that the roads are
not damaged due to the quarry activities. If the roads become damaged, they should be
repaired and a new road should be laid if necessary.

In addition, he suggested that many native trees should be planted and
properly maintained in the area. Finally, he said that the authorities should act according
to the government’s rules and make sure that no harm comes to the people while making
their decision. He concluded by saying that this was all he wanted to state.

4. Mr. V. Ravichandran, Perunthozhuvu:

He greeted everyone with a good morning. He welcomed the Revenue Divisional
Officer and the District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board to the
public hearing meeting. He stated that the meeting had been organized so that the public
could clearly express their views without any tension.

He further mentioned that only the residents of Perunthozhuvu Panchayat should
record their opinions in the meeting, and that opinions from people belonging to other
villages would not be accepted. He respectfully requested that people from other villages

refrain from attending the meeting, as the discussion concerned the livelihood issues of



the local residents. Since the meeting was arranged to hear the opinions of the local
people, he requested that they be allowed to present their views clearly. According to him,

people from other villages had no role in this matter and were requested to leave the venue.

He also acknowledged that quarry operations had previously been carried out in

their panchayat and that the operators had provided soil for various public purposes. They
had supplied soil for the construction of schools and for laying roads in many places for
public benefit. He said that they did not deny or disregard these contributions and accepted
them. » -

However, he explained that if a new stone quarry were to be established now,
farmers who own small agricultural lands—such as one acre, two acres, three acres, or
four acres—in that area would be affected. Since their lands fall within a 300-meter radius
of the proposed quarry, restrictions would be imposed that would prevent them from
constructing houses, carrying out agriculture, or undertaking other activities within that
area. Because of this, their livelihoods would be severely affected, and therefore he
requested that permission for the stone quarry should not be granted.

He further stated that after the quarry license expires, if the quarry pit is left as it is,
then after ten or fifteen years the village may become part of a municipality. If that happens,
municipal authorities might start dumping city waste in the abandoned quarry pits without
even consulting the local residents or village leaders. This could severely affect
groundwater and the surrounding environment.

Considering these potential problems, he stated that their collective view was that
the quarry operators could carry out their business elsewhere, but not in their village. He
said that quarry operations had already been allowed in the village in the past, and they
had permitted it to continue until the current license period. However, he requested that no
new quarry should be established in the area as it would create further problems.

He concluded by saying that this was the common opinion of the people. He also
mentioned that the Revenue Divisional Officer had asked them to submit their views in the
form of a written petition with signatures. Accordingly, he requested Mr. Dhandapani to

make arrangements for the same. He ended his remarks by thanking everyone.

5. Mr. M. Shanmugasundaram, Nochchipalayam

He greeted everyone and welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer and the District
Environmental Engineer who had attended the public opinion hearing. He also welcomed
all the members of the public who had gathered there in large numbers.

He stated that Perunthozhuvu is an agricultural village where farming is
widely practiced. According to the farmers present at the meeting, there is no need for a
stone quarry in this area. He explained that many people in the area own small agricultural
lands of one acre, two acres, or three acres. If a quarry is established there, it could create
an unsafe environment even for activities such as grazing goats and cattle.

He further pointed out that if the example of 63-Velampalayam village is

considered, the entire area there is filled with stone quarries. Whenever one visits that




place, the surroundings are constantly filled with dust and smoke, and the farmers living
there have been severely affected.

He explained that quarry operations create serious difficulties for farmers.
Those who depend on one or two acres of agricultural land have been pushed into a
situation where they must either sell their land or move elsewhere. He also mentioned that

nearly a year ago, a farmer had protested against such issues by undertaking a hunger
strike for fifty days.

In this situation, he questioned whether Perunthozhuvu Panchayat really

needs a quarry and asked the public themselves to consider this carefully.

He further stated that the consequences of such projects may not be visible
immediately. The project officer had explained that the work would be carried out at a
certain depth and that the__‘water__crolleg:terd could be provided to farmers. They also claim
that when blasting takes place, water sprinklers will be used to control dust. However, he

- expressed doubt that these measures would actually be implemented.

According to him, quarry operators usually demonstrate proper compliance
only when officials from different departments come for inspection. For a short period, they

show that all regulations are being followed, but afterward they neglect those measures.

He also cited the example of the Tiruppur dyeing industry. To prevent
environmental damage, a zero-discharge system was introduced. However, due to the
mistakes of a few dyeing unit owners who discharged untreated wastewater into the Noyyal
River, many others have been affected. The polluted water from the river eventually
reaches the public as well.

Considering such circumstances, he stated that allowing the quarry to
operate until now might have been acceptable, but he humbly requested the authorities

not to extend the permission or allow further quarry operations in the future. He concluded
by thanking everyone. |

6. Mr. Arunachalam, Ramalingapuram:
He expressed his thanks to the Pollution Control Board officials, other

government officials, and all the people who had gathered there. He stated that the quarry
is located directly opposite his land. When he attempts to carry out agricultural activities
on his land, he is told that he cannot enter within a 300-meter radius, and warning boards
have been placed stating this restriction. Because of this, he questioned how they could
continue their farming activities.

He further explained that they are also told not to use the road in that area
because it has been declared a restricted zone. He asked how they are expected to travel

if they cannot use that road. He added that the value of the nearby lands has already



decreased significantly. According to him, people can survive only if agriculture continues,
as they cannot eat stones or soil.

| He questioned whether soil and stones are more important than agriculture
and asked the authorities to think carefully about this issue. He said that officials had
previously stated that everything was acceptable, but he was unsure how such a
conclusion had been reached. He asked whether the officials were aware of the present
problems, particularly the condition of the road in the area. According to him, heavy
vehicle movement from the quarry has made it extremely difficult for ordinary vehicles to
pass through.

He also stated that the land directly opposite the quarry has already lost its
value and that farming has become almost impossible. When he recently tried to go to
his land to cultivate it, he had to return without doing anything because of the restrictions.

He reiterated that people are not allowed to enter within a 300-meter radius
and requested the officials to carefully listen to their concerns. For them, agriculture is the
most important livelihood. If large amounts of groundwater are extracted, there will not be
enough water left for them, which would severely affect their farming activities and may
worsen over time.

Considering these issues, he urged the Pollution Control Board to be very
cautious while granting any permission. According to him, the stone quarry will cause
greater problems in the future, and therefore he requested that permission should not be
granted.

He concluded by stating that even now, when they attempt to carry out
farming, they are told not to enter the area within the 300-meter restricted zone. Since the
quarry is located directly opposite their lands and access to the road is restricted, they
face great difficulty in moving through the area. Therefore, he once again requested that
permission for the quarry should not be granted. He ended by thanking everyone.

7. Mr. D. Mahalingam, Perunthozhuvu:

He addressed the Revenue Divisional Officer and the District Environmental
Engineer and stated that this area is a small rural region with single road. He explained
that most of the roads in the area are single-lane roads. If vehicles carrying jelly stones
and gravel from quarry operations pass through these roads, it would be very difficult for
other vehicles to move or give way.

He further mentioned that for about seven to ten kilometers in this region,
the roads remain narrow single road. In addition to this, crusher vehicles coming from the
Kandiyan Temple area are already causing significant disturbances and damage on these
roads.

He clearly stated that their village does not require a quarry. According to
him, quarry operations should be carried out only in places that are suitable for such
activities, and something that does not belong in their area should not be introduced there.

He also pointed out that there are about a thousand acres of barren land in
the surrounding area. If permission is granted for one stone quarry today, it could

eventually lead to the establishment of many more quarries in the future.



Therefore, on behalf of the people of Perunthozhuvu village, he humbly
requested that no stone quarry should be permitted in their area.
8. Mr. S. Kanagaraj, Ramalingapuram:

He stated that a stone quarry is proposed to be established over an area of
about one hundred acres. Surrounding this area, there are nearly seven thousand acres
of agricultural land. He mentioned that VKP Quarry has already purchased this one-
hundred-acre site and has additionally applied for permission to expand the quarry by
another twenty-three acres.

He explained that around this proposed quarry area, nearly seven thousand
acres of agricultural land exist in Perunthozhuvu village. According to him, if quarry
operations are carried out, all these surrounding agricultural lands WOuId be affected. In
addition, it would also lead to problems such as depletion of groundwater and air pollution,
which would create an unsafe environment for the people living in the area.

Therefore, he requested that permission should not be granted to expand
the stone quarry. Furthermore, he also urged the government to take action not only to
prevent the expansion but also to stop the quarry that is currently operating.

9. Mr. Ponlingam, Maniyampalayam:

He warmly welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, the District
Environmental Engineer, the police officials present, and all the people of Perunthozhuvu
village who had gathered for the meeting. He stated that it was encouraging to see such
a large number of people attending the meeting when an issue affecting farmers was
being discussed, and he expressed his happiness about their participation.

, He explained that the quarry activity would create difficulties for the farmers
living nearby. He requested the authorities to consider the livelihood of small farmers who
own only one or two acres of land, as they would face significant hardships because of
such operations.

He also pointed out that there is already a road problem in the area. Most
of the roads there are single road. If heavy quarry vehicles continue to pass through these
roads frequently, it would create serious transportation difficulties. He further mentioned
that there is a Harijan colony located nearby, and the movement of heavy vehicles could
cause problems for children and residents traveling through the area.

Therefore, he stated that under no circumstances should permission be
granted for the quarry. He added that nearby agricultural lands and gardens, including
coconut and other trees, are already being affected.

He mentioned that quarry operations had already begun in the past and
requested that the people be given some relief at least now. Through this public hearing,

he conveyed that the people of the area strongly oppose granting permission for the
quarry. He concluded by thanking everyone.
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10.Mr. Durai Thandapani, Nochchipalayam:
He greeted the Revenue Divisional Officer, the Environmental Officer, and

everyone present at the meeting. He stated that the meeting had been organized to gather
public opinions regarding the expansion of a quarry.

He mentioned that a similar situation had occurred earlier when the quarry
operations were first started. According to him, when the company began its operations
in 2019, no such public meeting had been conducted, and most of the people were not
even aware of it. He expressed concern that while this meeting was being held now for
the expansion, in the future, such as when another extension comes up in 2029, the
authorities might not consult the people and might instead pressure them.

He then gave an example from history, stating that the Biritish initially came
to the country only to trade spices, but later they took control of the administration by
influencing local people. He said that similarly, people had previously warned that allowing
such activities could cause problems in the future, but their warnings were ignored, and
now the community is facing the consequences.

He also referred to the claim that the company had donated ten lakh rupees -
for the construction of a temple. He questioned whether the people of the village, who
had been living there for generations, were incapable of building their- own temple without
such contributions.

He further stated that outsiders often come and say they will build toilets,
construct temples, and lay roads, but after earning their profits they eventually leave the
area. He pointed out that the problems currently faced in Mudalipalayam could become
the same situation in their village by 2030.

He referred to an earlier statement made by an official that the project would
generate a revenue of thirty-nine crores. He questioned how much revenue had actually
come to the panchayat since the company began operations in 2019. According to him,
the quarry has been operating there for about seven years, and he asked whether there
was any record showing how many crores had been received by the panchayat during
that period.

He also responded to the suggestion that the quarry pits could later be used
for rainwater harvesting. He urged the authorities to visit places like Velampalayam and
Uthukuli to see the real situation. He compared the situation with dyeing industries that
once promised to manage their waste properly but later caused serious environmental
damage. He remarked that because of such industries, Tiruppur has been severely
affected. He criticized the practice where products meant for people in other places are
produced there while the pollution remains in their region.

Because of these experiences, he insisted that the quarry should not be
allowed to operate. He stated that expanding the quarry was one issue, but even the
existing operations should be stopped through appropriate measures by the authorities.

He also mentioned that when the quarry initially began operations, the
company had offered ten lakh rupees for temple construction. He questioned whether

such a contribution was significant, stating that the company would earn far greater profits
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within a few years and then leave the area. According to him, once the quarry pits are
abandoned, municipal authorities may start dumping city garbage there, especially if the
village becomes part of a larger municipal administration in the future.

He pointed out that similar situations have already caused serious problems
for people in places like Velampalayam, and he feared that the same could happen in
their area as well. Therefore, he requested the Revenue Divisional Officer not to grant
permission for any new quarry activities and also to suggest ways to close the existing
quarry.

He added that many quarry operations are already taking place in areas
such as Velliyampalayam and Velampalayam, where people may not oppose them.
However, he requested that further expansion should not be allowed in their area. He
asked the authorities to provide a way to prevent the project from continuing.

He also noted that government officials may be transferred in the coming
years, but the local residents would continue to live there permanently. He emphasized
that the villagers do not want conflicts, disputes, or legal battles with anyone. Instead,
they would protest peacefully following Gandhian principles if necessary. If required, they
would continue their struggle through lawful and ethical means to stop the quarry.

He concluded by warning that if the issue is ignored now, future generations
may suffer the consequences. He also expressed doubt that the company would fulfill
promises such as repairing roads, saying that heavy tipper lorries would continue to
operate and cause damage. He urged the authorities to take note of his words carefully.
‘ He further stated that when the time comes for renewal in 2028-2029, none
of the assurances given now may be followed. Instead, he feared that decisions might be
imposed in an authoritarian manner, where people would simply be expected to obey
orders. He expressed concern that if anyone opposes such activities, incidents might
occur and later be reported as accidents, such as activists dying in lorry accidents.

He also alleged that even now the company is attempting to pressure
officials. He emphasized that the country is a democratic nation and not an authoritarian
one. Referring to a statement made earlier by Mr. Mugilan, he noted that this meeting is
not meant to make a final decision but to gather opinions. However, he warned that in a
few years’ time, such issues could escalate, and people who oppose the quarry might
face serious risks. )

He stated that the present generation has a responsibility to preserve
prqperty and resources for the next generation. To ensure that existing lands and

properties are not lost or forced to be sold, he urged everyone to remain united and work
together.

11.Mr. Karthikeyan, Kandhampalayam;

He greeted everyone and introduced himself as Karthikeyan from
Kandhampalayam. He stated that his house is located close to the area where the crusher
unit operates.
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He mentioned that the they had given their land to the Crusher unit. He
further said that the company has now requested permission to expand its operations -
beyond the existing crusher unit. ,

According to him, the crusher has been operating properly so far. He stated
that the operators have planted trees and have carried out their activities without causing
environmental damage. He also mentioned that water is regularly sprinkled on the roads
to control dust and that the operations have been conducted in a proper manner.

Therefore, he stated that he personally has no objections to the expansion
of the quarry operations. He concluded by thanking everyone.

12.Mr. Balusamy, Kandhampalayam:
' He stated that a crusher unit is not required in their area of
Kandhampalayam and that there is no necessity for such an operation there. He added
that the presence of the crusher is affecting the surrounding agricultural lands. He said,
this is his opinion.
13.Mr. V. Balakrishnan, Ramalingapuram:

He greeted everyone and expressed his thanks to all those present at the
meeting. He stated that he owns about thirty acres of coconut plantation located near the
quarry pit, and that these plantations are already being affected.

He mentioned that he has been raising this issue for the past two years.
According to him, any further expansion of the quarry would cause additional damage.
He explained that it would lead to problems such as depletion of groundwater, pollution,
and several other difficulties.

He also pointed out that there are electricity-related problems in their
panchayat and stated that the quarry pit is the main reason for these issues, as it
consumes a large amount of electricity. Because of this, he said that the area is
experiencing environmental impacts and pollution. ‘

He further explained that the coconut trees in his plantation have already
begun to show reduced yield and poor fruiting. If the situation continues, he feared that it
may eventually become difficult for people to even live in the area. He described the
situation as very serious.

Therefore, he strongly stated that permission should not be granted aﬁd that
the quarry operations should be completely stopped. He humbly requested all the officials

to cooperate in taking action to prevent the quarry from continuing.
14._ Mr Muthu Jayanthi, Ramalingapuram:

She greeted everyone and stated that she is from Ramalingapuram village, which
is the most affected by the crusher unit. She explained that heavy lorries pass through
their village road continuously for twenty-four hours a day, and since many houses are
located very close to the road, the residents are unable to sleep. Elderly people are facing
great difficulty and children are also unable to sleep because vehicles move along the
road both day and night. She further mentioned that the villagers work in agriculture from
early morning, moving through fields, forests, and hilly areas, but they are still unable to

rest peacefully at night. She stated that the village has been severely affected after the
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crusher started operating, and only recently the villagers realized the extent of the'
problems caused by it. She also mentioned that they now have to repeatedly seek
permission from the unit operators even to go to their own agricultural lands. She
expressed concern that if the crusher is expanded by about twenty-three acres, the
livelihood of the people in that area will be seriously affected.

She stated that the villagers depend mainly on agriculture for their livelihood and
also graze goats and cattle. Earlier, the lands under conditional patta had forest areas
where they used to graze their sheep. She mentioned that only if all the villagers unite
and struggle together, a proper solution can be achieved. She questioned that if a few
people support the crusher unit for their own benefit, whether they do not also need
houses and land to live and whether they would be willing to move elsewhere. She further
stated that the operators may earn money for a few years and then leave the place,
whereas about five thousand people are living in the village and must continue to stay
there. She added that after earning enough profit, the operators may abandon the quarry
pit and move to another place, leaving the villagers behind.

She stated that after ten years, if the municipal corporation starts dumping waste
in the area, it would be difficult for the villagers to protest, and she questioned whether
everyone would come forward to support them at that time. She mentioned that the issue
will affect future generations and therefore the stone quarry itself should not be permitted,
and even the existing operation should not be allowed to continue. She requested the
authorities to stop the quarry as the villagers depend on agriculture for their livelihood and
rear goats and cattle. She also stated that sometimes dogs attack their livestock and that
the quarry operators do not even allow them to graze their animals. According to her, the
villagers are unable to go to the eastern side of the quarry area, where earlier they used
nearly one hundred acres of land for grazing. She further mentioned that many villagers
own small agricultural lands of one or two acres around the quarry, but they are not able
to carry out farming activities freely. She also stated that a person named Arunachalam,
whose land is located near the quarry, was not permitted to dig a borewell as the area
was declared restricted, and she questioned how the villagers could manage their
livelihood under such conditions.

She stated that the villagers once thought of selling their forest lands and moving
elsewhere, but even if they try to sell the land, buyers are not willing to pay a fair price.
According to her, the quarry operators decide the price and their decision becomes the
rule. She mentioned that people say they will buy the land only if the quarry operators
agree to the price. She further stated that the operators reportedly call certain officials
and inform them not to allow anyone to purchase land within 500 meters of the quarry.
Even if someone buys the land, they are reportedly told through lower-level officials that
no activities should be carried out on that land. She added that many officials do not take
action on this issue, but she clarified that she is not blaming all officials, and that only a
few officials may be involved in such actions.
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She stated that the local people are simple and have very little exposure outside
- their village. She said that people from other places come to carry out industrial activities
and eventually leave the village in a damaged condition. She expressed concern that
after ten years it may become impossible for the villagers to continue living there and
questioned where they would go if their livelihood and living conditions were destroyed.
Therefore, she stated that they do not want the limestone quarry and insisted that it should
not operate in their area from the following day onward. She further mentioned that the
villagers would continue to take every possible step within their capacity and added that
they were even considering boycotting elections, as their livelihood had been severely
affected and they were in a situation where their means of living were gradually being
destroyed.

She stated that her father is no longer alive and that she is not even able to visit
the forest Iand belonging to her family. She mentioned that soil has been excavated on
both sides of the land, which has made the situation very difficult for them. She explained
that the forest land is the only property they have for their livelihood. She said that they
depend on it for grazing their livestock and for agricultural activities, but they are not being
allowed to do so. She questioned how they could survive under such circumstances and
therefore requested that the stone quarry should not be allowed. She appealed to the
authorities to stop the quarry immediately and stated that it should not be permitted to
operate there any longer.

She stated that the road has become very damaged and it is difficult for anyone to
travel on it. She mentioned that when the villagers raise complaints, they are told that the
road will be repaired and other facilities will be provided, but the villagers do not want
those promises. She emphasized that the quarry should be moved away so that their
livelihood is not affected. She explained that the villagers depend on rearing goats, cattle,

and other livestock and wish to live peacefully in their village. She requested that outsiders

should not come and destroy their village and appealed that the stone quarry should not

be allowed in that area. She also stated that the quarry does not provide any income to
the villagers, as none of the local people are employed there for labor or other work, and

the operators mainly employ workers from outside the village.

She stated that the villagers do not receive any benefit or support from the quarry
operations. She mentioned that the operators excavate the soil and extract mineral
resources, which leads to pollution of both the land and water. She further stated that
around ten borewells of about 1500 feet depth have been installed to draw groundwater.
She explained that their coconut grove is located within about half a kilometer from the
quarry, but the villagers are unable to drill borewells beyond 800 to 900 feet because they
are farmers and cannot afford the high cost of deeper borewells. She added that even at
those depths, water is not available, and there is not enough water even for their goats
and cattle. She also stated that when groundwater levels go down to around 1500 feet,
the water becomes saline, and she questioned how the villagers could drink such water

or provide it to their livestock.
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She stated that the authorities are aware that environmental pollution is increasing
across the world, which is also often shown on television. She expressed concern that if
such activities in their village are not addressed now, after another ten years the area may
end up receiving municipal waste, as some people have already warned, and the entire
place may be used for dumping garbage. She mentioned that if garbage is dumped, it will
pollute the soil and water, and the villagers will not be able to do anything or protest later.
She further stated that although the project report claims that trees will be planted and
that the project will benefit the environment, the villagers are worried about the long-term
impact on their surroundings and livelihood.

She questioned whether the trees planted under the project would provide any real
benefit to the villagers. She asked whether those trees would produce vegetables,
flowers, or anything useful for agriculture, and whether even goats and cattle could eat
their leaves. She also questioned what kind of trees were being planted and whether they
would actually benefit nature or help bring rainfall. She stated that since the quarry started
operating, their area has been receiving very little rainfall. She mentioned that there is a
pond near the quarry, but even that pond is not receiving water. She further questioned
how rainwater could be collected in the quarry pit if there is no rainfall in the area. She
added that the soil which supports rainfall and agriculture is being excavated and that the
roads in the area have also been badly damaged.

She stated that recently her elder brother had chest pain and it took about twenty
minutes to reach the Maniyampalayam hospital from their village because of the poor
condition oftﬁé rdédt Shg qilesfioned hbw villagers could manage such emergencies and
what they would do if a sudden medical situation occurred. She mentioned that the road
is in such a bad condition that even an ambulance cannot easily reach the village. She
requested the officials to personally inspect the road and understand the situation. She
also stated that officials may be transferred to other places after a few years, while new
officials will take their place, but the villagers have to continﬁe living there. She
emphasized that the villagers, who depend on agriculture and agricultural Iabbr, are the
ones who suffer the most. Therefore, she appealed to the authorities to close the quarry
immediately and provide a better solution for the welfare of their village, and she
concluded by thanking them.

15.Tmt. Dhanalakshmi, Ramalingapuram:

She greeted the officials and introduced herself as Dhanalakshmi from
Ramalingapuram. She stated that their agricultural land is located very close to the stone
quarry. She explained that due to the deep borewells drilled near the quarry, there is no
sufficient water for their land, and as a result many of their coconut trees are drying up.
She also mentioned that cattle are unable to graze because the grazing areas are covered
with dust and smoke. She stated that the villagers are facing great difficulties due to these
conditions and therefore requested that the stone quarry should be removed, as it has
caused many problems for them.

She stated that when they are milking their cows, lorries pass by with loud noise,

which frightens the animals and makes it difficult for them to continue their dairy activities.
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She questioned how they could carry out farming under such conditions and mentioned
that the villagers do not even have sufficient drinking water. She explained that they
depend mainly on borewell water, which is normally recharged when water flows from the
eastern side and collects in a pond before seeping into the borewells. However, she stated
that this natural flow of water from the east has been blocked, causing serious water
issues. She added that the quarry operations-have created many problems for the
villagers and therefore requested that the quarry should be removed. She also mentioned
that elderly people and children are unable to travel on the roads, and heavy lorries move
continuously for twenty-four hours a day, making it difficult for the villagers to sleep.
Therefore, she stated that the villagers do not want the stone quarry in their area.

16. Mr Sivasami, Maniyampalayam:

He introduced himself as Sivasamy from Maniyampalayam and stated that the
stone quarry has been affecting their roads and agricultural activities. He mentioned that
farming and coconut trees in the area are being impacted due to the quarry operations.
Therefore, he expressed that the villagers do not want the quarry and requested that it
should be closed. He also stated that no new permission should be granted for quarry
operations and that even the existing quarry should be stopped.

Subsequently, the Revenue Divisional Officer informed that members of the public
who Wished to express their views, particularly those who would be affected by the project
and those residing in villages surrounding the project area, should first register their
names in the register and then speak by mentioning their name and the name of their
village. He further stated that other individuals could submit their opinions in the form of
written petitions, and such petitions would be officially recorded and forwarded to the

State Environment Impact Assessment Authority for consideration.

17._Mr Vijayakumar, Maniyampalayam:

He greeted the farmers gathered there, the police officials, and the officials of the
Pollution Control Board. He stated that the quarry owners may be good people and the
farmers are also good people, but the issue arises due to the long-term impact of quarry
operations. He explained that quarry owners usually operate for ten to twenty years by
breaking rocks and may do some good for the nearby villages during that time, but later
they hand over the quarry land to the government and leave. He added that the
government may eventually use the abandoned quarry pits for dumping waste, and when
people later try to stop such activities, conflicts begin. Therefore, he expressed that the
stone quarry should not be allowed.

18._Mr Selvaraj, Kanthampalayam:

He stated that the stone quarry has not caused any problem for them. He
mentioned that all their agricultural lands are located within about three hundred meters
of the quarry area. Subsequently, the Revenue Divisional Officer stated that the local
residents who were affected by the project should first register their names and then

express their views.



17

19. Mr Muthukumar, Ramalingapuram;

He stated that he does not support the establishment of the stone quarry and that

he is expressing his opposition to it. He concluded by thanking the gathering.

20. Mr Murugesan, Andipalayam:

He greeted the officials and everyone present. He stated that his agricultural land
is located about five hundred meters from the quarry. He explained that since the quarry
operations began, their water sources have been affected. He mentioned that they used
to graze goats and cattle in the area, but the blasting noise from the quarry disturbs the
grazing activities. He further stated that if additional permission is granted for the quarry,
they may not be able to construct houses or drill borewells in the future. Therefore, he

expressed that they do not want the stone quarry in their area.
21._ Mr Kuppusamy, Andipalayam:

He introduced himself as Kuppusamy from Andipalayam and stated that they do

not want any activity that causes harm to farmers or the general pubilic.

22. Mr Prakash, Aandipalayam:

He stated that their agricultural land is located very close to the crusher unit and
that its operation greatly affects their livelihood. He expressed concern that it may also
cause serious problems for future generations. Therefore, he stated that they do not want
the stone quarry. '

23. Mr Senthilkumar, Ramalingapuram;

He stated that the stone quarry is severely affecting their livelihood and agricultural
activities. He demanded that the quarry should be stopped immediately. He also
mentioned that the villagers may even block the vehicles, if necessary, as they do not
want the quarry to continue operating.

24. Mr Prakash, Aandipalayam:

He stated that the quarry operators claim that the quarry can function without
problems if trees and plants are grown around it. However, he mentioned that blasting
takes place at night, causing the entire area to shake, and he questioned whether the
authorities are aware of this situation. He stated that this can be understood only by
visiting the site directly. He added that the operators say they will provide roads, but he
questioned whether constructing roads alone would solve the problem. He explained that
even if roads are laid, people may still face danger if stones fall on them or on their
houses. He also mentioned that goats and cattle graze in the area and are affected by
the blasting activities. Although the operators claim that blasting occurs only at night, he
stated that it also happens during the day. Therefore, he expressed that the villagers do
not want the stone quarry, and if permission is granted for its operation or expansion, they

may be forced to begin various forms of protest. He requested the authorities to take this
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matter seriously and stated that the villagers have unanimously decided that they do not
want the quarry or its expansion.

25. Tmt. Pushpa, Ramalingapuram:

She stated that she was speaking on behalf of the Pongalur Panchayat. She
mentioned that families with children are suffering because they hear continuous lorry
noise and blasting sounds both day and night. Due to the blasting noise at night, the
villagers are unable to sleep properly. She also stated that when women walk on the
roads, there is hardly any space because lorries keep moving, forcing them to walk along
the edges of the road. She requested that the movement of lorries on the road should be
stopped and that proper roads should be provided for the villagers. She added that the
people are suffering greatly and that their drinking water is also being affected. Therefore,
she requested that the quarry operations, including the excavation of soil and creation of
pits, should be stopped and that the pollution and smoke caused by the quarry should be
prevented.

She stated that the villagers are living in fear due to the current situation and
requested that these activities should be stopped. She mentioned that the roads in their
area have been badly damaged with many potholes and need to be properly repaired.
She explained that when women walk on the roads, there is no proper space because
lorries frequently pass by, forcing them to walk along the edges of the road. She described
the situation as unfair and stated that even when villagers request that lorries should not
travel on their roads, their concerns are not considered. Therefore, she insisted that lorries
should not be allowed to pass through their village streets.

She stated that the quarry operations must be stopped as the villagers feel there
is no safety for the public. She mentioned that children and elderly people do not have
enough space to walk on the roads because of the frequent movement of lorries. Sh~e
requested that lorries should not be allowed to travel-through their village roads and
should be directed to use other routes. She added that if the lorry movement continues,
the villagers may be forced to organize road block protests. She also stated that the
quarry activities are taking place in the nearby forest area where soil is being excavated
and pits are being created. She expressed concern that the villagers have only that forest
land left and questioned how they would continue agriculture in the future. Therefore, she
requested the authorities to provide a proper solution and strongly insisted that lorries
should not be allowed to pass through their village roads. She concluded by thanking the
gathering.

26. Mr Krishnamurthy, Maniyampalayam:

He introduced himself as Krishnamoorthy from Maniyampalayam and stated that
the stone quarry has been expanded to about twenty-three acres. He mentioned that the
roads in the area are being damaged and the water resources have been severely
affected. He explained that due to water scarcity, the villagers had already been forced to
depend on water tankers nearly ten years ago as a result of earlier struggles. At present,
he stated that borewells are being drilled to depths of around 500 to 1000 feet, which has
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made the situation very difficult for the villagers. He added that the groundwater resources
have been largely depleted and that the quarry operations are causing serious
environmental impacts. _

He stated that in the Mudalipalayam area, protests have been taking place for the
past two to three months égainst the dumping of municipal waste. He mentioned that
there are now concerns that the waste may be brought and dumped in their area, although
the exact details are not clear. He expressed that if waste is dumped there, natural farming
will be severely affected, the NoyyaI‘River may become polliuted, and the soil of the entire
village may be damaged. Therefore, he strongly requested that the quarry should not be
established in the area. He also stated that if the quarry is permitted, he would strongly
oppose it and may even participate in a road blockade protest at Maniyampalayam.

27. Mr Vijayakumar, Aandigalayam:

He greeted everyone and stated that the crusher unit has caused more negative
impacts than benefits to the people in the area. He mentioned that only a few people
receive any advantage from it. He explained that before the crusher started operating, the
agricultural lands were in good condition and the groundwater level had not declined
significantly. However, after the crusher began operating, the groundwater level has
dropped considerably, leading to many problems. He added that constructing roads or
planting trees will not solve these issues. Therefore, he strongly emphasized ‘that the
existing crusher should not be expanded and that the currently operating crusher should |
also be stopped.

He stated that the regulations imposed by the quarry operators restrict activities
within about three hundred meters, including drilling borewells or carrying out agricultural
activities. He mentioned that the quarry began operating about six to seven years ago
and is now attempting to expand. He expressed concern that after another six or seven
yéars, there -may be further exbansioh} and the restricted area may increase from the
current three hundred meters to six or seven hundred meters. He added that this would
affect more landowners and villagers, which could lead t}o greater protests in the future.
However, he feared that people may not even be allowed to protest at that stage.
Therefore, he emphasized that the issue should be stopped now itself before it reaches
such a situation and strongly stated that the villagers do not want the crusher unit.

He stated that when permission is granted for a business activity, it should not be
given by considering only the quarry owner, especially when a large number of local
people are protesting against the quarry and demanding that it should not be allowed. He
requested the authorities to respect the feelings of the public and prevent the
establishment of the crusher. He further mentioned that in a democratic system,
representatives are elected through the votes of the people, and if the number of people
present there is considered, it is clear that the needs of the public are greater than those
of those engaged in the business. Therefore, he urged the authorities to respect the
protest of the large number of people and not permit the crusher, stating that it would

cause significant impact to them. He added that the people are currently living peacefully
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by depending on their existing gardens and forest areas, and requested that their
livelihood and peaceful life should not be disturbed by establishing the crusher.

28. Mr Kumar, Aandipalayam:

He greeted the officials and stated that his agricultural land is located about 500
meters from the stone quarry. He explained that the quarry operations are causing many
problems for them. He mentioned that they are unable to graze their goats and cattle, and
there is also a shortage of water. He added that coconut fruits are already falling
prematurely and they are unable to cultivate coconuts properly due to the severe dryness
in the area. Because of this situation, livestock grazing has also become difficult. He
further stated that a road has been laid very close to their agricultural land.

He stated that large vehicles travel at high speed on the road near their area, which
makes it difficult and frightening for the villagers to move from one place to another. He
mentioned that the situation feels threatening to the residents. Therefore, he requested
that the currently operating stone quarry should be stopped, and that no further
permission should be granted for its expansion. Speaking on behalf of the villagers and
the panchayat, he strongly appealed to the authorities not to grant any approval and
emphasized that the people of the village do not want the quarry.

29. Thanagavel, Kavundampalayam:

He stated that the crusher unit is not required in Perunthozhuvu village as it affects
agricultural activities and the availability of drinking water. Therefore, he expressed that

the villagers do not want the crusher unit in their area.

30. Mr Pazhanichamy, Ramalingapuram:

He stated that the road is located about one hundred feet from his house. From
the beginning, crusher lorries were operating on that road, and later Taurus lorries also
started using it. At present, three vehicles frequently travel on the road, often competing
with each other, which makes it difficult for him to sleep even at night. Due to the
continuous movement of these heavy Vehicles, the road has been completely damaged.
He further mentioned that if one observes the crusher located on the eastern side, earlier
people used to visit that area during the Thaipusam festival to collect Aavaram flowers,
but now dust and smoke have settled there, causing the grass and other plants in the
area to deteriorate completely.

He stated that on behalf of the general public, he requests that the stone quarry
should not be allowed. He explained that due to the dust and smoke from the quarry, even
grass and small plahts are no longer growing in the area. He mentioned that this year
even the Aavaram flowers did not grow, whereas in earlier years villagers used to collect
Aavaram flowers from that place for their traditional rituals. He added that now there is no
grass or vegetation in the area and therefore requested, on behalf of the villagers, that
the quarry should not be permitted.
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31.Mr Jambu Shanmugam Maniyampalayam:
Mr. Jambu Shanmugam from Maniyampalayam has stated that from this quarry

there is no benefit to the general public, not only in Perunthozhuvu village and
Andipalayam but across the entire state of Tamil Nadu, there is no use. Hence Stone
quarries should be completely banned.

32. Mr Gurusamy Rama@gapuram :

Mr. Gurusamy, Ramalingapuram, stated that he owns a four-acre land located near
the Stone quarry. Due to the presence of the quarry, they are facing difficulties in allowing
cattle to graze in that area. Similarly, rainwater cannot be conserved there. Ultimately, the
area may end up being used for dumping of municipal solid waste. Therefore, he
requested the District Collector to cancel the Stone quarry permit.

33. Mr. Chandrakishore, Ramalingapuram:

Mr. Chandrakishore, Ramalingapuram, stated that his land is located at a distance
of about 1,500 meters from the place where the crusher unit is currently located. He
further stated that the available water source in that area is being used for irrigating
coconut trees. However, due to the crusher operators ‘extracting and utilizing the
groundwater in that area, they are uncertain about how their water requirements will be
met in the future. Therefore, he requested that their grievance be taken into consideration
and that the crusher unit be completely removed.

34. Mr. Mugilan, Chennimalai :

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement, he conveyed
his greetings to the Chairperson of the Public Hearing, the respected Tiruppur Revenue
Divisional Officer, for presiding over the public hearing jointly conducted by the Tiruppur
District Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur North,
regarding the three Stone quarries of VKP Engineering India Private Limited located in
Perunthozhuvu village over an extent of twenty-three acres. He is also extended his
greetings to the District Environmental Engineer of the Pollution Control Board who is
coordinating the proceedings, the officials from various departments present at the
meeting, the local residents, farmers, and social activists who have participated with
concern to protect the village, the land, the people, and future generations, as well as the
representatives of various farmers’ associations, the quarry owners, and those who have
been brought by the quarry owners.

Mr. Mugilan stated that he had earlier worked for one year alongside the respected
Mr. Sagayam in the Madurai District Granite Irregularities Investigation Committee, which
was appointed by the Government of Tamil Nadu as well as by the High Court and the
Supreme Court. During that period, he contributed to the investigation that resulted in the
imposition of a penalty amounting to Z1,13,000 crore.

He further stated that recently, in January, when a tungsten mining project was
proposed in Madurai, he submitted the relevant documents, based on whit:h action was
taken to stop the proposed 5,000-acre tungsten mining project. He mentioned that the
state minister for Mines and Minerals himself referred to his name in the Legislative

Assembly, stating that the action to stop Vedanta’s tungsten mining project was initiated
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based on the documents provided by Mr. Mugilan. Consequently, a resolution was
brought forward to cancel the tender related to the project. He concluded by stating that

all such matters would be presented only with proper documentary evidence.

He stated that earlier he had taken part in efforts to stop illegal sand mining,
prevent illegal beach mineral sand mining, and expose irregularities in granite quarry
operations. At present, he is also involved in exposing irregularities related to Stone
quarries. He further stated that the Government of Tamil Nadu has accepted their
demands and has constituted a committee under the leadership of IAS officer Alaudheen.
The government has currently announced a “One Time Settlement” in this regard, and
the matter is progressing at various levels. He also mentioned that five of his articles
were published in Frontline magazine, which even the respected Revenue Divisional
Officer is aware of. As a result of these articles, the Chief Minister immediately took action
by transferring Minister Duraimurugan and also transferring the Director of the
Department of Geology and Mining.

With regard to this Stone quarry, he stated that the legal provisions must be
examined. According to the project proponent and the Village Administrative Officer, it has
‘been stated that there are no approved residential houses within a distance of 300 meters
surrounding the quarry. This requirement is in accordance with the rules governing

mineral extraction.

He further stated that he would specifically speak about the first quarry located in
Survey Field Nos. 543/1 and 543/2, covering an extent of 1.64.0 hectares. When
examining whether there are approved houses surrounding this quarry, it is evident that
such houses do exist. He added that these houses are clearly indicated in the official

government document, namely the village map

He stated that according to the village map, there is a house located in Survey No.
533, which lies to the south of Survey No. 543, and this has also been recorded in the
government report along with the village map. It may now be argued that the quarry
operator has purchased the land and demolished the house, and therefore it could be
questioned how it can still be considered a house. However, he stated that they had
obtained clarification under the Right to Information Act, which explains how a house
should be treated in such cases. As per the clarification, an approved house recorded in
the UDR and Natham land survey field registers must continue to be recorded in the same
manner as originally registered, even if the structure has become dilapidated or has
.collapsed. The Assistant Director of Survey and-Land Records has also instructed that,
while preparing the distance measurement report for a quarry, approved houses, house
sites, streams, and pathways must be verified with reference to the village map, field map,
and A-Register records. Therefore, even if the house located in Survey No. 553 has

collapsed or been demolished, it must still be considered as a house.
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He further stated that not only that, but several houses approved by the Village
Panchayat exist in Survey No. 553, and the approval for these houses was granted by
the Panchayat President who is present here. He pointed out that one such house is
located at a distance of 175 meters from the quarry, while the quarry itself lies within 200
meters. He emphasized that the Panchayat President who granted this approval is seated
here in the meeting. The house in Survey No. 553 has also received approval from the
Department of Town and Country Planning. He explained that the approval of the
Department of Town and Country Planning came into effect in 2005, and it clearly states
that, with regard to approval, a layout or plot division must be approved by the competent
local authority, Town and Country Planning authority, or Metropolitan Planning authority.
Furthermore, as per the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, under
Section 36(1) Explanation, it is clearly stated that if a house is approved by the Village

Panchayat, it must be considered as an approved house.

He stated that, with regard to this quarry, there is a house located at a distance of
175 meters and an approved house site at a distance of 200 meters. Not only that, if one
examines the area within 280 meters of the quarry, there is a house site approved by the
Department of Town and Country Planning located to the west in Survey Nos. 17 and 18.
He pointed out that permission for the quarry is being sought only now, whereas the house
sites approved by the Department of Town and Country Planning already exist in Survey
Nos. 17 and 18. He also mentioned that the persons belonging to that layout have also
attended this meeting. Therefore, he stated that there are houses present, house sites
approved by the Panchayat, and house sites approved by the Department of Town and
Country Planning. Hence, he concluded that there is no legal provision to grant
permission for this quarry.

He further stated that not only this, but the respected Assistant Director (Mines),
Mr. Sasikumar, who issued the specific note for this mining proposal, has also issued
similar instructions for several quarries stating that even temporary houses should not
exist within a radius of 300 meters around a quarry. The reason, he explained, is that
even if there are labour quarters or houses that merely pay Panchayat tax and have
electricity connections within the 300-meter distance, in the event of blasting it cannot be
determined whether the affected structure is an approved house or an unapproved house.
He referred to the quarry blasting accident that occurred on May 1, 2024, at Aaviyur in
Virudhunagar district, where the impact was felt up to three kilometers away. He pointed
out that although many people here may say that they have no problem, in that incident
not only were areas up to three kilometers affected, but six people also lost their lives.
Therefore, he stated that even temporary settlements should not be present within a 300-
meter radius as per the constitutional and regulatory provisions, and on that basis,
permission cannot be granted for this quarry.

He further stated that it may be questioned what evidence exists for the claims
being made based on Google images. In response, he explained that they possess the

relevant maps and supporting materials. He pointed out that in the northern and western
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portions surrounding the quarry there are temporary houses and labour quarters present.
He added that these have also been documented through Google images, which they
have collected and kept as evidence. Therefore, he stated that on this basis permission

cannot be granted for this quarry.

He further stated that there are high-tension transmission towers located at three
points from the quarry site at distances of 35 meters, 183 meters, and 238 meters. He
clarified that these are not merely high-tension power lines but transmission towers
carrying high-voltage lines, which are different, and when such transmission towers are'
present a minimum clearance distance of 300 meters must be maintained. He pointed out
that the respected Assistant Director (Mines) of the district had sought clarification on this
matter from the Tamil Nadu Transmission Corporation. In response, Mr. Parameswaran,
B.E., M.B.A., Superintending Engineer (Operations), Coimbatore, through Letter No.
692/2024 dated 29.05.2024, stated that permission for quarry operations may be granted
only if the horizontal distance between the quarry and the transmission towers of the Tamil
Nadu Transmission Corporation is maintained at 300 meters as per the rules prescribed
by the Central Electricity Authority. However, the project proponent himself has stated that
the tower line is located only 35 meters away, while the rules require a minimum distance
of 50 meters even in their own proposal. It has also been mentioned that during the
operation of the quarry they may approach the Directorate General of Mines Safety
(DGMS), Chennai, and obtain the necessary clearance. In Pagé No. 280-A of the
document it is stated that a tower line runs on the western side of the proposed field,
which is also shown in Annexure Page 80-A, and that a high-tension transmission tower
passes at a distance of 35 meters to the west of the proposed quarry field. It further states
that the working permission will be issued only after obtaining and submitting a No-
Objection Certificate. He questioned how such a decision could be made, stating that one
authority had sought clarification and the Superintending Engineer had clearly replied, yet
within two months permission was being indicated for the quarry to proceed with th‘e
condition that they could later obtain the DGMS No-Objection Certificate. He questioned
how such a situation could occur and alleged that such actions indicate serious
irregularities, noting that these details are available in the English document in Annexure
Page 80-A.

He further stated that this indicates the extent of irregularities involved. The same
company is operating quarries in different locations, and in Panayampalli village near
Chennimalai, with regard to the Tamilarasan Stone quarry, it was clearly instructed that a
distance of 300 meters must be maintained from the high-tension transmission tower
before operating the quarry. In that case, a letter had been issued by Mr. Anbarasu, the
Executive Engineer responsible for the high-tension transmission tower at Ellaimedu. He
questioned that if this is the rule, how can the same rules be violated here, and if it is
assumed that anything can be done merely with money, how can the country function or

progress. He pointed out that, in this case, three transmission towers are located at
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distances of 135 meters, 183 meters, and 238 meters respectively from the quarry site.
He added that these three towers can clearly be seen in the Google images presented
here and questioned the IAS and IFS officers present, as well as the technically qualified
experts and scholars with doctoral degrees, as to how permission could be granted in
such circumstances and how the proposal could have progressedlthis far. He stated that
even the basic procedural requirements cannot be complied with in this case and
therefore the entire public hearing process becomes meaningless, wasting the efforts of
the public and the officials. He alleged that such actions only show that approvals can be
obtained through irregular means, and therefore concluded that permission cannot be

granted for this quarry on the basis of the presence of high-tension transmission towers.

He further stated that people have been continuously raising complaints regarding
this matter. He pointed out that the total area involved is about 100 acres, where a quarry
is already operating in 10 acres. At present, the proponent has applied for about 23 acres
in total for three quarries, out of which approximately 1.69 hectares (around 4 acres) has
been sought in this particular proposal. He stated that this Iahd falls under the category
of conditional land classification, the details of which are well known to the Revenue
Department officials. Such land cannot be transferred or allotted to others, as it is land
that has been assigned specifically for the benefit of Scheduled Caste communities and
must be used only for that purpose. He alleged that irregularities have also occurred in

this regard and requested that appropriate action be taken.

He further stated that in the present proposal they have mentioned that about 800
trees will be planted within the four-acre area. However, he pointed out that the same
company has already been operating a quarry over 10 acres, for which permission was
obtained in 2020 and operations were carried out until 2024. He questioned whether any
green belt development had actually been implemented in that quarry. According to the
report submitted by the proponent, they had stated that native tree species such as
banyan, fig, neem, poovarasu, and pungai would be planted and maintained. Addressing
the local residents present at the meeting, he asked them to confirm whether any such
native trees had actually been planted there. He questioned how many trees they claim
they will plant in the future when they have not fulfilled the same condition that existed at
the time of the earlier approval. He pointed out that no such trees have been planted so
far and remarked that merely writing something on paper does not make it real, comparing
it to saying “sugar” on paper which does not make anything sweet unless it is actually

present. Therefore, he stated that these are examples of the kind of irregularities being
committed.

He further stated that, with regard to this quarry, permission has been granted only
for the extraction of gravel soil. For the quarry that is already in operation, they have
obtained permission to extract ordinary stone and gravel. However, he alleged that stone

is not actually available in that location and that the soil is being excavated, processed,
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and reprocessed by crushing it. He pointed out that while permissions are being granted
for quarry operations, the operators obtain approval under the category of gravel but
subsequently process the material and claim that they are converting it into sand. He
questioned who would guarantee the quality of such sand and whether any proper
authorization has been obtained for producing sand in this manner.

. He further stated that the permission granted is only for transporting the soil as it
is, and for that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board issues the consent, while the
Assistant Director issues the operational permit. He pointed out that many people here
have mentioned that the soil is being crushed, and if soil is being crushed it effectively
becomes a factory operation. He questioned whether such a factory has obtained proper
authorization, particularly whether approval has been obtained from the Public Works
Department. He further questioned that if red soil is being excavated and converted into
sand, what quality standards apply to that sand and what would be the condition of the
houses constructed using such material. Therefore, he demanded that such activities
should be immediately prohibited, and if any damage occurs to houses constructed using
this material, compensation should be recovered from the quarry owner and provided to
the affected people. He concluded by questioning the seriousness of such irregularities

and practices.

He further stated that the government certifies that river sand is of standard quality
and also recognizes M-sand as a standard material. However, he questioned whether the
government has provided any certification stating that the sand produced in this manner
is of acceptable quality, and stated that no such certification exists. He questioned how
such a situation could be allowed and whether it means that anything can be done merely
because money is available. He alleged that if sand is being produced through such
irregular methods, it would amount to a serious form of fraud and malpractice. Therefore,
he insisted that appropriate criminal action should be initiated in this matter and clearly
stated to the Pollution Control Board engineer present that the authority has the power to

initiate criminal proceedings in such cases.

He further stated that they have already filed a case in this matter and referred to
a High Court order issued earlier in relation to the Thamirabarani river, directing those
criminal cases must be registered against those responsible for pollution affecting water
bodies such as the Uyyakondan canal and the Cauvery River. He pointed out that the
court had clearly stated that in such cases it is not sufficient to impose fines or merely
cancel the license, but criminal proceedings must also be initiated against those causing
pollution. He alleged that under the name of sand production, fraudulent and improper

activities are being carried out and described it as a deceptive practice.

He further stated that several people have mentioned that blasting is being carried
out throughout the night. He questioned what conditions have been specified in the

license. In the Environmental Clearance (EC), the operational order clearly states that
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quarry activities should be conducted only between 7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. However, in
the documents examined, it has been mentioned that the quarry will operate from 9:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Even if it is assumed to be up to 6:00 p.m., he questioned why blasting
activities are being carried out throughout the night. He asked whether such blasting is
actually taking place or not-and pointed out that many people who spoke in the meeting
had recorded this issue. Therefore, he raised the question as to how such irregularities

could be occurring.

He further stated that it should also be noted that this company has already
operated quarries in several other locations, including one in Ingur and three in
Ekkattampalayam. He pointed out that there is a signed letter submitted by the quarry
owners to the Perundurai Pollution Control Board, in which they had declared that
whenever they obtain operational permits for explosives, they would procure and use
detonating cord (nonel blast). The letter bears the signatures of the quarry owner Mr.
Mahendran, the managers, and three other individuals. However, he alleged that not even
a single such record has been submitted to date regarding the procurement of detonating
cord or explosives. He questioned whether this indicates the presence of illegal
movement and use of explosives in the area, and stated that it is the responsibility of the
police department to detect and prevent the use of unauthorized explosives. He further
questioned whether any such seizures have been made and stated that none have been
reported. He pointed out that several fatal accidents have occurred due to blasting,
including incidents in Tiruppur where four persons died and in Kodangipalayam where
three persons died. He also stated that across Tamil Nadu nearly fifty people died in
blésting-related accidents last year alone. Therefore, he questioned from where such

illegal explosives are being sourced and alleged that they are being smuggled from
outside the country.

He further stated that detonating cord (nonel blast) must be procured only through
proper government channels and that it should be purchased from the Aravankadu
Explosives Factory as per official procedure. However, he alleged that the quarry owners
are not following these procedures and claimed that they are acting in a manner
detrimental to national interests by smuggling explosives from foreign sources and using
them for blasting activities. Therefore, he requested that strict action be taken against
such practices. , '

Mr. Mugilan further stated that several petitions regarding road usage had already
been submitted. He stated that, as per the rules, only 10 tons of load is permitted on
Panchayat roads. Even if a vehicle carries one ton above the permitted limit, the vehicle
should not only be fined but also a criminal case should be registered under the Tamil
Nadu Public Property (Prevention of Damage and Loss) Act (TNPPDL), as instructed by
the Transport Commissioner not by the mugilan. He further mentioned that the Transport
Commissioner had issued a circular dated 24.09.2023 directing all authorities that

vehicles transporting stones, M-sand, or jelly exceeding 10 tons including vehicle weight
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should not be allowed to use Panchayat roads, and that the Supreme Court has also

issued directions in this regard.

He stated that representations had been made to the Revenue Divisional Officer
that if vehicles carrying loads exceeding 10 tons on district roads are not intercepted and
penalized within ten days, and if criminal cases are not registered for damage to public
property, there may be serious law and order issues during the election period. He added
that Article 51-A of the Constitution of India provides citizens with a duty to protect public
property and requested the authorities to take action so that the public would not be

compelled to take matters into their own hands.

Mr. Mugilan further stated that vehicles should carry only up to 10 tons on
Panchayat roads and 49 tons on National Highways. However, he alleged that 16-tyre
lorries are transporting up to 90 tons on roads meant only for 10 tons. He stated that
constructing a Panchayat Road costs about 50 lakhs to %1 crore per kilometre, whereas
a National Highway costs %5 crores to ¥210 crores per kilometre. He remarked that even
if three quarries operate for five years and generate about ¥8 crores revenue for the
Panchayat, that entire amount would be exhausted if even one kilometre of road is

damaged.

He further stated that quarry operators should not claim credit for public welfare
merely because they pay Green Fund, District Mineral Foundation (DMF), or Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) contributions, as these are statutory payments similar to
taxes such as GST. He stated that if the issue is not addressed by 18.02.2026, further
action would be taken in Tiruppur District. - I B

He further stated that the issue also leads to social problems, as actions taken in
relation to the quarry operations create social tension within the community. It was alleged
that attempts are made to create divisions by claiming that funds are being given for
temple purposes in the village or that money is being paid to certain individuals. It was
also stated that, even recently, the quarry operator had reportedly mentioned to a person
present there that 210 crore had already been paid to Mugilan earlier and that an
additional 210 lakhs had been given recently, and that he also claimed that the person
concerned belonged to their own village. He remarked that such statements are
repeatedly made in order to influence the situation. He further stated that a book had been
submitted to the Revenue Divisional Officer and requested that the front page and the
fifth article in the book be examined. It was pointed out that the same quarry which had
operated at Ekkattampalayam was previously closed down through the efforts of one Mr. |
Tamilselvan. It was alleged that, on 04 May 2022, he was attacked by hired persons,
which they attributed to the quarry owners. He questioned whether the quarry operators
would deny this allegation. It was further stated that a similar situation could arise in other
villages as well. He added that Mr. Tamilselvan had reportedly played a role in closing
nine quarries, and that the owners of those quarries had collectively acted in retaliation.

Therefore, it was stated that such activities could create social issues and lead to social
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tension. He concluded by stating that if an industry provides livelihood to the people, it
would be beneficial; however, in the case of this quarry, the operations were alleged to

be carried out entirely with violations.

He further referred to employment and stated that it was claimed about 140
persons would get jobs in four quarries including the three proposed quarries. They
questioned whether the quarry owners, managers, or project planners had provided
statutory benefits such as ESI, PF, or insurance to any worker as required by law. He-
stated that when workers die, there is often no one to question it, and alleged that in the
past five years fifteen workers had died in quarry-related incidents in Tiruppur District
without any compensation being paid. They added that, through protests in Karur, 224
lakhs compensation was obtained from the NTC quarry. They concluded that there is no

adequate protection for workers and farmers, and that destruction of government property
also affects the Government.

Mr. Mugilan stated that the quarry project report mentions that air monitoring was
carried out at six locations. He requested the Revenue Divisional Officer to verify the
latitude and longitude provided for those six monitoring points. He stated that electricity
had reportedly been used for three months to conduct the study, which he acknowledged
as appropriate. However, he questioned where the records of electricity consumption for
conducting the study were available. He stated that the power could have been taken
from a shop, house, industry, or even an agricultural electricity connection, but asked that
the exact source be identified. He added that if such monitoring had been carried out
continuously once every hour for three months, as mentioned in the report, there would
be a corresponding increase in electricity cons’umption at the source. He further stated
that the report mentions the monitoring period as March to May 2025 and asked that the
location from which electricity was drawn be shown. He questioned whether such proof
could be produced and alleged that the report appeared to have been prepared without
actual field monitoring. Therefore, he stated that permission should not be granted for the
quarry.

It was stated by Mugilan that 45 types of documents are required to be submitted.
As an example, he pointed out that in the case of the presence of a tower line, appropriate
verification should have been carried out. He further stated that the concerned party
should have verified whether the tower line exists or not and obtained a confirmation letter
from the Superintending Engineer. However, he questioned whether such a letter had
actually been obtained. He further stated that it had been claimed that a house approved
by the Town and Country Planning Department exists. In this regard, he questioned
whether a supporting letter had been obtained from the Panchayat and whether approval
from the Town and Country Planning Department had been secured. He pointed out that
no such documents were available. He also stated that four certificates should have been
obtained from the Revenue Department authorities and maintained as records. Instead,
he alleged that the required procedures were not followed and that documents were

simply written or prepared without proper verification. He further stated that if ‘all the
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required documents had been properly obtained and maintained, there would have been
no necessity for him to raise these issues, and the proposal itself would not have been
forwarded for approval. Therefore, he informed that due to such irregularities and

misrepresentations, permission for the quarry cannot be granted.

It was further stated that many people may raise the question: “If this sand is not
permitted, what should be done?” It was mentioned that river sand is being opposed by
Mugilan, and that during the previous regime the then Chief Minister had also stated that
river sand should not be used. At present, if both river sand and manufactured stone sand
(M-sand) are not to be used, the question arises as to what alternative should be adopted
to meet the demand for sand. He stated that he was not the one raising this issue. Instead,
he referred to a statement made by the present Honourable Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu,
M.K. Stalin, who had written on his official Facebook page on 22 November 2014 at
5:17:14 PM, in both English and Tamil. In that post, it was stated: “To prevent the depletion
of natural resources in Tamil Nadu, why is the government refusing to permit the sale of
sand imported from foreign countries? There has been no answer to this question.” He
further stated that Tamil Nadu requires approximately 21,000 lorry loads of sand per day. |
It was also mentioned that arrangements could be made to procure natural river sand
from Southeast Asian countries such as Malaysia and the Philippines, where earthquakes
occur frequently, and that such sand could potentially be obtained without cost. He stated
that in this regard, the Tamil Nadu Water Resources Department (WRD) had issued
orders on five occasions, both during the administration of Edappadi K. Palaniswami and
during the administration of M.K. Stalin, to facilitate the import of sand. According to the
WRD, it was directed that five lakh metric tonnes of sand per month should be imported.
However, it was stated that fifteen lakh metric tonnes per month should actually be
- imported to meet the demand. He further stated that the intention was not merely to
highlight the problem but also to suggest possible solutions. Therefore, he informed that
as per the legal provisions, permission cannot be granted for the first stone quarry in
Survey No. 543. | W

Subsequently, it was pointed out that the application includes Survey Nos. 538/2A,
538/2B, and 538/2 (Part). In this regard, he stated that a major question arises. The
applicants claim that they are carrying out production worth hundreds of crores of rupees,
yet they have submitted the land details as “part” of the survey field. He questioned why
entities claiming such large-scale production have not carried out proper sub-division of
the land. He stated that when even a one-cent piece of land is dealt with, it is normally
subdivided and assigned a separate survey number. However, in this case, the applicants
are seeking permission to operate a quarry for a period of thirty years, as the Government
has presently revised the quarry lease period to thirty years. He further stated that the
discussion is not about the duration of permission already granted. Instead, the question
is why those engaged in such a large-scale industrial activity have not undertaken the
formal sub-division of the land. He pointed out that describing the land as “part” creates

ambiguity and may allow activities in other areas while concealing the actual location. He
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also stated that carrying out a sub-division process would only take a few weeks, whereas
the application submitted in 2023 has taken nearly three years to reach the current stage
of processing. According to him, submitting the land details as “part” from the beginning
creates scope for irregularities. Therefore, he requested that whenever applications
seeking quarry permission are submitted after payment of the prescribed fees, the
Tiruppur Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) should ensure that if proper sub-division has
not been carried out, such applications should not be processed further. He also
requested that such applications should not be forwarded to the Village Administrative
Officer (VAO) and should not be sent for preparation or issuance of A-1 notices. He stated
that they —He\;e bieen fepeate—dly faieing these concerns, and requested that this

requirement be strictly implemented in practice.

He further stated that, for this quarry as well as for the quarry proposed in Survey
No. 553, which had been mentioned earlier, there are residential houses located nearby.
He stated that if the Village Administrative Officer (VAO) present there verifies the records,
it can be confirmed that a house exists in the vicinity. He further pointed out that, as per
the existing government orders, even if a house has collapsed, become dilapidated, or
has been vacated, it must still be recorded as a house in the official government records.
Therefore, he stated that an approved residential house is located at a distance of 280
meters on the north-western side of the quarry in Survey No. 583, and hence permission
should not be granted for this quarry. Further, he stated that an approved housing layout
sanctioned by the Panchayat exists in Survey No. 543. Hence, as residential houses and
an approved housing layout exist within a distance of 300 meters, he informed that

permission for this quarry cannot be granted as per the provisions of law.

He further stated thattemporary houses are already located around the quarry site.
With reference to this quarry, he mentioned that if the location is verified through Google
map, houses can be observed at distances of 191 meters, 271 meters, and 293 meters
from the quarry site. He stated that these locations have been shown as Google image
references in the supporting documents, and that the same would be submitted to the
concerned authorities as documentary evidence. Therefore, he pointed out that houses
are located within 271 meters on the eastern side and within 191 meters and 293 meters
on the south-eastern side of the quarry area. Hence, he requested that permission for this

quarry should not be granted as per the applicable legal provisions, since residential
structures exist within the restricted distance.

He further stated that in the Annexure Book, Page Nos. 241 and 242, it has been
mentioned that a tower line is located at a distance of 135 meters on the western side of

the quarry field. Similarly, it has also been indicated that two tower lines are located at a
distance of 248 meters from the quarry area.

He stated that the presence of these tower lines within 300 meters has also been
verified and documented through Google map, which have been kept as supporting

evidence. Therefore, he stated that permission for this quarry cannot be granted. He
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further pointed out that in the Annexure Book, Page Nos. 241 and 242, it has been clearly
mentioned that since a tower line passes at a distance of 135 meters, a No Objection
Certificate (NOC) from DGMS would be obtained: However, he stated that permission
itself cannot be granted for the quarry, and therefore obtaining a DGMS NOC at a later
stage becomes irrelevant. He questioned the purpose of seeking such a certificate when
the regulations clearly specify that no tower line should exist within a distance of 300
meters. He explained that during blasting operations, rock fragments may be projected
and could fall on the electric transmission line. If the rocks fall on the line, the transmission
cable may snap and fall to the ground, which could result in serious risk to human life and
livestock. He further stated that this is the very reason why regulations stipulate that no
residential house should exist within 300 meters, no high-tension tower line should pass
within 300 meters, and no low-tension electric line should pass within 50 meters from the
quarry area. In the present case, he stated that two high-tension tower lines are located
near the proposed quarry site. Therefore, he informed that permission for this quarry
cannot be granted as per the applicable legal provisions. He also stated that the quarry
proposed in Survey Nos. 538/2A, 538/2B, and 538/2 (Part), covering an extent of 2.90.8
hectares (approximately 7.25 acres), should not be granted permission as per law, and

hence permission cannot be accorded for the said quarry. - -

He further stated that, as the third proposal, permission has been sought for a
quarry in Survey Nos. 537/1, 537/2, 537/3, and 536, covering a total extent of 4.51.0
hectares (approximately 11 acres). With respect to this quarry, he stated that temporary
houses are located within a 300-meter radius of the quarry site. He further pointed out
that on the southern side of the quarry field, buildings and residential structures are
located at distances of 54 meters, 134 meters, and 141 meters. Therefore, he stated that

permission fof this quarry also cannot be granted as per the applicable legal provisions.

He further stated that, with respect to all the three quarries collectively, he wished
to make a general observation. He stated that if a government borewell or an overhead
water tank exists within a radius of 500 meters, permission should not be granted for
quarry operations. He clarified that this is not merely his personal statement, but a
provision specified under the Minor Mineral Concession Rules. He pointed out that the
said rules clearly state that if there are water extraction systems or water supply
arrangements, such as borewells installed by local bodies, or by the Central or State
Government, or infrastructure belonging to the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage
Board (TWAD Board), quarry operations should not be carried out within a distance of
500 meters from such facilities. He further explained that the reason for this restriction is
that during blasting operations, rock fragments may be projected and could block the
borewell or damage the water supply infrastructure, and the structures may also collapse

due to blasting vibrations. Therefore, he asked whether there are government borewells
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or overhead water storage tanks located within 500 meters around these quarries, and
requested the concerned persons to confirm the same. Based on this, he stated that as

per the legal provisions, there are no permissible conditions under which permission can
be granted for any of these three quarries.

He further stated that the applicants may claim that the quarry can be operated
after obtaining permission from DGMS (Directorate General of Mines Séfety). However,
he clarified that the points raised by him are not mere statements, but are based entirely
on the prescribed criteria and regulatory provisions. He stated that due to the numerous
_violations of the prescribed criteria, the public hearing for these quarries has taken nearly
three years from the date of registration to be conducted. He alleged that during these
three years, significant time has been spent in attempts involving bribery. He also pointed
out that in the previous week, another quarry public hearing attended by the Revenue
Divisional Officer (RDO) was conducted within three months of obtaining permission,
whereas the public hearing for the present quarry proposals has taken three years.
According to him, this delays itself reflects the extent of violations involved in these quarry
proposals. He further stated that the impact of such quarry operations would not affect
only the Scheduled Caste communities and other backward communities, but would also
affect livestock such as goats and cattlé, birds, wild animals, and agricultural crops in the
surrounding areas. He emphasized that these proposals involve multiple violations of the
prescribed rules, and stated that their concerns are being expressed not only from a

humanitarian perspective, but also from the perspective of protecting all living beings and
the surrounding environment.

He further stated that two days prior, he had visited a resident living near a quarry
operated by the same company. During that visit, he observed that a two-year-old child
was suffering from diabetes and was undergoing insulin treatment. He stated that,
according to the medical records of Erode Baby Hospital, there are approximately 2,000
individuals below the age of 17 who have been diagnosed with di‘abetes. He further stated
that the Government of India has issued clear instructions to all CBSE schools. He
mentioned that many people who have the means send their children to CBSE schools,
and that such schools have been instructed to establish facilities for diabetes monitoring
‘(Sugar Board) and to conduct blood sugar tests for children once every six months. He
guestioned the direction' in which society is moving and stated that while discussions are
often centered on development, people with conscience should consider the broader
consequences. He stated that if the quarry is allowed to operate, there is a risk that air
pollution generated from quarry activities could contribute to health issues, including
diabetes among children. He further stated that such risks could affect anyone’s children,
whether they belong to the officials present, himself, the quarry owners, or the general
public. He added that discussions often focus only on issues such as livestock not being
able to graze due to blasting activities, but the larger concern is the health and future of

the coming generations. He also stated that, in view of the growing concern regarding
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diabetes among children, the Union Government issued an order on May 17 directing the
establishment of sugar (diabetes) monitoring Boards or facilities. He further expressed
concern that health issues such as infertility may also arise as a consequence of
environmental pollution. He stated that society exists for the sake of future generations,
whether they are children or grandchildren, and emphasized that if environmental
conditions result in a situation where future generations are unable to have children, it

would ultimately threaten the sustainability and continuity of society.

He further stated that it is well known that the village Mudhalipalayam, which is
located near their village, has been affected by the dumping of municipal solid waste. He
mentioned that the municipal solid waste of the Corporation was not brought and dumped
there voluntarily by the local residents. He further stated that a friend had informed him
that, as per Government Order (G.0.) No. 23/2022, it has been permitted that after quarry
operations are completed, the quarry pits may be used for water storage reservoirs. He
pointed out that even earlier, the law had clearly stipulated that once quarry operations
are completed, even the quarry owners themselves are not permitted to enter the quarry
pits, and such pits are to be used as water storage reservoirs. However, he stated that
G.0. No. 23/2022 provides that managed solid waste may be dumped in quarry pits for
the purpose of filling them. In this regard, he questioned who would actually ensure the
proper management and segregation of such waste. He further stated that although
leaders and authorities are present and regulations exist, in practice it is difficult to avoid
plastic usage. For example, he mentioned that when he purchases puises, they are
supplied in plastic packets; when he purchases shampoo, it also comes in plastic
packaging; and when salt is obtained from the ration shop, it is again provided in plastic
packets. ’In this manner, several plastic covers accumulate in everyday life. He questioned
whether the government has any effective waste processing or recycling plan to properly
treat such plastic waste, and stated that in reality there appears to be no effective
mechanism in place. As a result, he expressed concern that such waste would ultimately
end up being dumped in abandoned quarry pits in their region. He questioned whether
anyone could categorically state that this would not happen. He also expressed concern
that in Mudhalipalayam, the Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) level in groundwater has
reportedly reached around 1,20,000, and he conveyed this with considerable concern.

He further stated that water with a TDS (Total Dissolved Solids) level of 200 is
considered suitable for drinking, and water with a TDS level of 500 can be used for
agricultural purposes. He then questioned whether the people present were aware of the
current TDS level of the water in their village. He pointed out that, according to the Draft
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report itself, the TDS level of the surface water
samples collected from the area is reported to be around-700. He explained that the term
surface water refers to the water collected from the local stream flowing in the area and
from the nearby pond, and that the report specifically mentions that the TDS level of this
water is about 770. He questioned whether future generations would be able to live in

such an environment if the water quality continues to deteriorate. He further stated that
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some people may come forward in support of quarry operations by saying that quarry
operators provide small financial benefits or expenses, but emphasized that the water
being consumed by the residents is already contaminated. He also mentioned that some
people suggest bringing water from the Cauvery River as a solution. However, he stated
that the water from the Cauvery has also become contaminated. In this regard, he stated
that he has filed a case before the High Court concerning the issue. He clarified that the
claim about contamination was not merely his personal opinion, but that a study
conducted by the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), commissioned by the Union
Government, had carried out investigations at 22 locations over a two-year period, and
the findings indicated that medical waste contamination was present in the Cauvery River
water. According to that study, he stated that consumption of such contaminated water
could lead to various health issues, including diabetes, infertility, cancer, thyroid disorders,
and other related diseases. He further stated that if Cauvery water becomes unsuitable
for drinking, and the Noyyal River water has already deteriorated, and if the local
groundwater sources in the area also become polluted, then it raises a serious question
about how people would continue to live in the future. He concluded by expressing that

the community is presently facing such a potential environmental and public health risk.

He further stated that he had not come merely to argue whether a quarry should
be permitted or not, but to highlight the environmental impacts associated with such
activities. He pointed out that a news report published in a newspaper from this region
had reported that children as young as three years old were attaining puberty. He
specifically referred to a report published in The Hindu Tamil on 26 September, which
stated that due to pollution-related issues in this region, several children between the
ages of three and six years were reportedly attaining early puberty. He emphasized that
puberty should normally occur only at the appropriate adolescent age, but that such
environmental pollution, particUIarIy air pollution, could contribute to such abnormal
conditions. He further stated that the general public may not be fully aware of such issues
unless someone brings them to their attention. He added that informing the public about
such environmental and health risks is ideally the responsibility of government authorities,
but that they themselves have been raising these concerns to create awareness.
Therefore, he stated that similar environmental and health impacts are also being

observed in the VKP quarry area, and he brought this to the attention of the authorities
and the public.

He further stated that another matter should be clearly understood. At present,
government buildings, private buildings, and residential houses are being constructed at
various scales. He mentioned that people with sufficient financial capacity spend around
three lakhs or more to construct buildings, while those with limited means construct
houses under the Green Housing Scheme of the Government. He also stated that middle-
class farmers take loans and spend around thirty lakhs to construct houses, whereas

financially Well-off individuals construct houses costing up to three crores. In addition, the
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Government is constructing various infrastructure projects, including buildings and public
facilities. In this context, he stated that the owner of VKP Engineering Company,
Mahendran, had informed him that in the manufactured sand (M-sand) produced from

stones, their company mixes around 30 percent waste soil. He further alleged that the

owner had stated that about 30 percent waste material is mixed in the sand supplied by
them, and that he possesses a video recording of this statement. He stated that the
Government constructs flyovers, hospitals, and other public infrastructure, and expressed
concern about the quality of such materials. According to him, the statement was made
in comparison with another M-sand manufacturing company, where it was allegedly
claimed that they mix up to 50 percent waste material, whereas VKP Engineering mixes
only 30 percent. He strongly criticized such practices and stated that such actions are
unjust and harmful to society. Therefore, he requested that permission should not be
granted to VKP Engineering Company. He further stated that if such materials are used,
the houses constructed by the public may not remain structurally stable, and may even
collapse within ten years. He clarified that this concern was not merely his own opinion,
but that the owner of VKP Engineering Company himself had allegedly made such
}statements, which he claimed to have documented.

He further stated that journalists have previously been attacked and even killed in
connection with issues related to quarry operations. He alleged that Tamilselvan was also
attacked by persons associated with quarry operators. He further stated that Natarajan of
Vengalappalayam was subjected to a violent attack with intent to kill after he was involved
in the closure of a quarry. Therefore, he requested that permission should not be granted
for this quarry, in order to prevent the occurrence of such atrocities and socially tense

situations in the future.

He concluded by stating that he wishes to place on record that if he leaves the
venue, there is a possibility that the quarry owner may attempt to harm or kill him by
deliberately running a lorry over him. He alleged that the VKP company has committed
serious violations and stated that its owner had directly informed him that about 30
percent waste material is mixed while supplying M-sand. He therefore strongly urged that
permission should not be granted for this quarry. He further alleged that the persons
involved are not merely individuals who have committed mistakes, but have committed
offences, including the illegal transportation of explosive materials. He requested that
legal action be taken against them in accordance with the law and reiterated that all the
three proposed quarries are not fit for operation. He also pointed out that the licenses of
the previously operated quarries had already expired in 2024, but alleged that soil is still
being excavated and sand is being manufactured illegally. Hence, he requested that
appropriate action be taken against such illegal activities. Finally, he warned that, if
necessary, action is not taken, public protests may arise, and placed this statement on

record.
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CONCLUSION:

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruppur North, informed that the general public may submit their written petitions
to the Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur. With this announcement, he declared that the
public hearing meeting had come to an-end.

~ A total of 25 Nos of petitions were received from the public during the hearing
regarding the proposed quarrying of M/S. VKP Engineering India Private Limited Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry Cluster (3 Nos.) Over An Extent Of 09.05.38 Ha i.e., 1). P1-
S.F.N0.543/2. - Over An Extent of 1.64.38 Ha, 2). P2 - S.F.No.538/2A, 538/28, 539/2(Part)
- Over an Extent Of 2.90.0 Ha and 3). P3 - S.F.N0.536, 537/1, 537/2 & 537/3 - Over an
Extent Of 4.51.0 Ha, which are enclosed herewith vide Annexure -lIl.

Additionally, the list of participants (243 persons) of the aforementioned public
hearing meeting, along with a video CD recording of the proceedings, and a pendrive

containing the video, audio, and photographs, are also enclosed herewith vide Annexure

-IV.
e Q}MWw/VL
‘ Revenue Divisional Officer
@1‘0 m,)“y/«“f}/' , Tiruppur.
District EAvironmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.

Enclosures:

1. Attehdance register of those who participated in thevpublic hearing meeting.
2. A copy of the Power Point presentation.

3. Petitions received from public — 25 Nos.
4

. The Video CDs recording of the proceedings during the public hearing.
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