MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING MEETING OF M/S ULTRAMARINE &
PIGMENTS LIMITED PROPOSED AT IN S.F. NO. 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 46,
47, 50, 51, 52 & 53, KANNUDAIYANPATTI VILLAGE, SIPCOT INDUSTRIAL
PARK, MANAPPARAI TALUK TIRUCHIRAPPALLI DISTRICT HELD ON
23.07.2026 AT 11.00 A.M IN _M/S. COMMUNITY CENTER,
MUTHAPPUDAIYANPATTY, KANNUDAIYANPATTI PAN CHAYAT,
MANAPPARAI PANCHAYAT UNION, MANAPPARAI TALUK, TRICHY
DISTRICT

Participants:

1. K. Tamilmani,
Revenue Divisional Officer.

Srirangam.

2. Er. B.Ahalya, M.E
District Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Board,
25, SIDCO Industrial Estate,
Thuvakudy, Trichy-15.

3. Mr.Sundarpandian,
Revenue Tahsildar,
Srirangam Taluk,

Trichirappalli District

PrOiect Participants

I. Mr. Rajamohan
Project Coordinator,

Thiruchirappalli.



District _Environmental Engineer, TamilNadu Pollution Board,
Thiruchirappalli

The District Environmental Engineer welcomed the Hon'ble Revenue Divisional
Officer, Srirangam, who presided over the Public Hearing. She also welcomed
the fnembers of the public, environinental activists, officials from various
Government Departments, police personnel, representatives of the Project
Proponent, and all others who had gathered to express their views during the

Public Hearing.

She stated that, as per the provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) Notification, 2006, issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF&CC), prior Environmental Clearance was mandatory for
specified categories of developmental and industrial projects and that, for certain
categories of projects, conducting a Public Hearing formed an essential part of

the Environmental Clearance process.

She further stated that an application had been received from M/s. Ultramarine &
Pigments Ltd. for conducting a Public Hearing in connection with the proposed
establishment of a Complex Pigments Manufacturing Project over an extent of
13.24 hectares at SIPCOT Industrial Park, Kannudaiyanpatti Village, Manapparai

Taluk, Tiruchirappalli District, as part of the Environmental Clearance process.

She informed that, in accordance with the EIA Notification, 2006, public notices
regarding the Public Hearing had been published 30 days in advance, on
19.06.2026, in the newspapers Dina Thanthi and The Indian Express.

She stated that the Project Consultant representing M/s. Ultramarine & Pigments
Ltd. would explain the project and the findings of the Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA) Report through a presentation.



She further stated that members of the public and environmental activists would
be allowed to express their views, suggestions, objections, or comments, either

orally or in writing.

She informed that all the views expressed during the Public Hearing would be
recorded through audio and video recordings and that the proceedings, together
with the recorded representatlons would be submitted to the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), with the approval of the District

Collector, for further necessary action.

She thereafter requested the Hon'ble Revenue Divisional Officer, Srirangam, to

preside over and formally inaugurate the Public Hearing.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Srirangam

The Revenue Divisional Officer stated that the Public Hearing was being
conducted in connection with the proposed establishment of M/s. Ultramarine &
Pigments Ltd. at STPCOT Industrial Park, Kannudaiyanpatti Village, Manapparai
Taluk, T1ruch1rappalh District.

He stated that the objective of the Public Hearing was to hear the views of the
public regarding the proposed project and to understand whether the
establishment and operation of the proposed industry were likely to have any

impact on the surrounding environment and the loca] community.

He informed that the proceedings of the Public Hearing were being conducted
under the superv131on of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and that a

detailed presentation on the project would be made by the Project Proponent.



He further stated that, following the presentatidn, members of the public could
raise their questions, express their opinions, or seek clarifications regarding the

project.

He stated that all representations, observations, and suggestions received during
the Public Hearing would be duly recorded and forwarded to the competent

authorities for further consideration.

He requested all the participants to express their views clearly and constructively
and stated that the details of the proposed project would first be explained through
the presentation, following which the public could offer their comments and

suggestions.

District Environmental Engineer

The District Environmental Engineer stated that the project presentation would

be made through a video presentation.

She further informed that, following the presentation, members of the public
could register their views by stating their name and the name of their village

before making their representation.

Project Presentation

The Project Consultant, Mr. Rajamohan, explained the details of the proposed

project through a PowerPoint presentation.

District Environmental Engineer

The District Environmental Engineer thereafter invited the members of the public

to register their names and present their views on the proposed project.



1.Mr. Nagarajan, Veerapatti Village

He conveyed his heartfelt good morning greetings to the District Administration,
which had presided over the Public Hearing jointly conducted by the Tamll Nadu
Pollution Control Board and the District Administration, as well as to the

members of the public, social activists, and all others who had attended the

meeting.

He stated that representatives of M/s. Enviro Care India Private Limited had

explained certain aspects regarding the activities proposed to be undertaken in the
factory. However, he stated that, according to the documents submitted by the
company, none of the provisions prescribed under the Env1ronmental Impact

Assessment Notification, 2006 had been complied with by the company.

He further stated that none of the documents referred to therein had been properly
completed. He stated that a document had merely been prepared as an eyewash
for the public and had been brought with the intention of establishing the

proposed factory on the basis of that document.

He cited a small example in this regard. He stated that the documents submitted
by the company had referred to Sathirapatti, situated at a distance of four
kilometres, and similarly to villages located at a distance of eight kilometres.
However, he pointed ouf that no reference had been made to Arasakulam, situated
at a distance of about 300 metres from the proposed project site, nor to the nearby
areas covering approximately 50 acres, the nearby waterbodies, or the

surrounding habitations.




Similarly, he stated that all the relevant Revenue Department records pertaining
to the area should have been enclosed. He further stated that the presence of
habitations and waterbodies in the locality should have been clearly indicated
based on the Revenue Department records. However, he stated that no such

documents had been included in the report.

Therefore, he stated that the meeting had not been conducted as a lawful and
properly conducted Public Hearing in accordance with the prescribed procedures.
He requested that the Public Hearing should be cancelled and that all the required
documents should first be properly incorporated. Thereafter, proper notice should

be issued to the public and a fresh Public Hearing should be conducted.

He also referred to another matter. He stated that the people were not expecting
promises such as employment opportunities, construction of school toilets, or
plantation of saplings. He further stated that, irrespective of whether the company
carried out activities under Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) or not, it was
required to remit the prescribed CSR amount to the Government, which would
undertake the appropriate developmental works, and that such a procedure alone

would be fair and appropriate.

However, he stated that attempts had been made to divert the attention of the
public by making such promises and by bringing people from outside after paying
them money in order to create support for the proposed company. He stated that

such actions were legally improper.

He further referred to recent news reports stating that foam had formed in the
Cauvery River flowing from Karnataka and had spread for nearly eight
kilometres. He stated that the foam had continued to drift through the air. He

expressed the view that such incidents had occurred due to the lack of proper
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monitoring by the Pollution Control Board and because of the prevailing

corruption within the concerned departments.

He stated that they had been participating in Public Hearings conducted
throughout Tamil Nadu relating to projects that were harmful to the environment
or likely to adversely affect the environment. He further stated that they had
succeeded in stopping more than one hundred factories and projects, including
numerous stone quarries, which are not following the rules and had initiated legal

proceedings against more than one hundred officials.

In particular, he referred to the néarby Tamil Nadu Newsprint and Papers Limited
(TNPL) as an example. He stated that, before the establishment of that industry,
assurances had been given regarding employment opportunities and various
developmental activities, However, after the factory had commenced operations,
he stated that the people in the locality had been facing unbearable conditions due
to foul odour, discharge of wastes, and increased salinity in the grdundwater,

thereby making the area unsuitable for habitation.

Therefore, he emphasized that the proposal to establish more industries of a
similar nature in the area should be reconsidered. He further stated that both the
Revenue Department and the Pollution Control Board should first function in a

fair and transparent manner,

He questioned the basis on which permission had been granted to conduct the
Public Hearing in the absence of any proper or valid supporting documents. He
further stated that the documents submitted during the Public Hearing would
subsequently be forwarded to the Tamil Nadu State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA). He expressed the apprehension that if

environmental clearance was granted to such projects without conducting any



field inspection, the consequences would ultimately have to be borne by the

general public.

He referred to the people residing in the SIPCOT area of Perundurai, stating that
they had been protesting continuously for the past twenty-five years against the
discharge of water from Nallodai. Similarly, he stated that the people in the
Orathupalayam area of Tiruppur District had struggled for many years against the
release of water from the dam, where dyeing effluents had accumulated

extensively.

Under such circumstances, he stated that the company had prepared and
submitted its report without even inspecting the waterbody located approximately
300 metres from the project site. He questioned how a Public Hearing conducted
on the basis of such a report could be considered proper and lawful, and stated

that such a process was contrary to law.

He further stated that the proposed factory would require 3.55 lakh litres of water
per day, would generate approximately 2 lakh litres of wastewater, and would
also produce 20 tonnes of solid waste. He further stated that many industries had
failed to dispose of their wastes properly and had been indiscriminately dumping
them. He expréssed the apprehension that similar accumulation of wastes might

occur permanently in the present case as well.

He further stated that once permission had been granted for the factory, the
concerned departmental authorities would remain silent. He stated that although
they had submitted hundreds of representations, no proper action had been taken

on any of them.

He also referred to the functioning of companies such as Chettinad. He stated that
there had been numerous statutory rules and regulations in Tamil Nadu governing

the treatment, disposal, and management of biomedical waste. However, he stated
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that those regulations had not been properly implemented. He further stated that
the monitoring and enforcenient responsibilities that ought to have been
discharged by the authorities had instead fallen upon the general public. He stated
that they had submitted numerous complaints and had approached the coﬁrts on
several occasions. According to him, this situation had arisen because the

concerned departments had failed to perform their statutory responsibilities.

’ Therefore he stated that the proposed factory, which was being established

through such an 1mproper process, should not be permitted in the locahty He
further stated that the livelihoods of hundreds and thousands of families residing
in the area would be adversely affected. Hence, he strongly empha51zed that the

establishment of the proposed factory should be prevented.

He further stated that the establishment of the factory in the area of
Kaﬁhudaiyanpatti, up to Survey No. 53, was contrary to law. Therefore, he
requested that the proposal should be cancelled, that all the required documents
should be properly prepared, and that a fresh Public Hearing should be conducted

strictly in accordance with the prescribed legal procedures.

Finally, he humbly requested that the present Public Hearing should be cancelled
and that a proper and transparent report should first be prepared. Thereafter,
appropriate public notice should be issued, and a fresh Public Hearing should be

conducted in accordance with the prescribed legal procedures.

2.Mr. Kalaivanan, Sokkampatti

He stated that approximately 1,200 acres of land had been acquired for the
SIPCOT Industrial Park. He requested that the patta numbers of all those who had
sold their land for the project be produced. He stated that those who could produce
their patta documents were the genuine landowners and further requested that the

authorities identify those present who were from outside the affected area.
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He stated that the residents of Sathirappatti, Sithappatti, Sokkampatti,
Thanimanickampatti, Kannudaiyanpatti, and the surrounding villages had not
been properly informed about the Public Hearing, even though they were the

people who would be directly affected by the project.

He stated that he had surrendered five acres of land for the SIPCOT Industrial
Park. He stated that, at the time of land acquisition, the landowners had been
assured that employment opportunities would be provided to the local people and
that residents of the seven surrounding Panchayats would be given employment.
However, according to him, local people had not been provided with adequate
employment opportunitics, while preference was being given to workers from

outside the area, particularly those from other States.

He stated that he opposed the establishment of the factory if it was likely to
adversely affect the public and pointed out that residential areas such as
Sokkampatti and Thanimanickampatti were located very close to the proposed

project site.

He further stated that the compensation paid to landowners had varied
significantly, with some receiving %3 lakhs while others had received %6 lakhs or
%20 lakhs. Since all the landowners had surrendered their land for the same

project, he stated that the compensation should have been fair and uniform.

He also stated that people from outside the affected area had allegedly been
brought to participate in the meeting, whereas many genuine local stakeholders
had not been adequately informed. He added that he himself had come to know

about the meeting only by chance.
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He stated that industries might be established, but they should be established
strictly in accordance with the applicable legal procedures and in a manner that
did not adversely affect the public. He also requested that complete detalls of the

project and its promoters be clearly disclosed to the public.

4. Mr. Thiagaraian, Manapparai

He stated that many people had not been aware that the Public Hearing was being
conducted. Therefore, he requested that such Public Hearings should be
conducted only after issuing proper notices to all the affected villages and

ensuring that the public was adequately informed.

He ‘stated that providing employment to only 80 or 300 persons would not
adequately benefit the local community. He further stated that the majorlty of the
people in the area depended on agriculture for their livelihood by cultlvatmg their
lands and sustaining their families. Therefore according to him, providing
employment to only a limited number of people would not address the concerns

of the affected community.,

He stated that, after the establishment of the nearby TNPL industry, unpleasant
odour was already being experienced in the area. He further stated that if such
conditions were being experienced even by people travelling through the area, it

was a matter of concern as to how those residing nearby were expected to live.

He further stated that although safety measures might be provided within the
factory premises, he was concerned that if industrial effluents leaked in the future
and contaminated the groundwater, the livelihood of the loca] people would be
affected. Under such circumstances, he questioned whether timely and effective

action would be taken to address such issues.
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Therefore, he requested that no chemical industry should be established if it was
likely to adversely affect agriculture or the livelihood of the local community. He
further requested that all industries established in the SIPCOT Industrial Park
should provide at least 30% employment to local residents based on their
qualifications and skills. He stated that if priority was not given to local people in

providing employment, they would oppose the establishment of such industries.

4. Mr. Arun, Muthazhvarpatti

He stated that the groundwater in the area had already become saline and that the
local people were experiencing problems such as skin irritation. He stated that,
despite repeatedly raising these concerns, no satisfactory solution had been

provided.

He further stated that if another factory was established in the same area, the local
people would have to bear the consequences. He questioned how the people were
expected to deal with the impacts arising from the project if the factory

commenced operations.

He stated that many people had already been affected by similar issues in the past
and that appropriate action had not been taken. Therefore, he requested that
necessary preventive measures should be ensured before permitting such a

project.

He further stated that merely publishing the Public Hearing notice in newspapers
was not sufficient, as many people in the area did not read newspapers. Therefore,
he requested that proper and direct notification should be given to ensure that all
affected members of the public were adequately informed about the Public

Hearing.
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5.Mr. .Anbazhagan, Muthalvargatti

He stated that the people of the region were thinking of stopping the Public

Hearing.

He stated that it had been informed that the public notice had been published in
newspapers 30 days in advance. He questioned that, if that was the case, why a
copy or photograph of the newspaper advertlsement had not been included in the
PowerPoint presentatlon He further questloned whether it should not have been
displayed as part of the presentation to demonstrate that the required public notice
had been issued and enquired why it had been omitted and why the people had

not been properly informed.

He further stated that no one had clearly explalned the raw materials proposed to

be used in the project or the manufacturing processes involved.

He stated that the PowerPoint presentation should have included the newspaper
advertisement issued by the Project Proponent to clearly establish that due notice

had been given to the public. However, according to hlm, this had not been done.

He further stated that it had also been informed that the advertlsement had been
published in The Hindu. However, he pointed out that not everyone in the area
read newspapers. Therefore, he stated that appropriate mechanisms should have
been adopted to communicate the details of the project directly to the affected

public and to obtain their feedback.

He stated that the presentation explained various technical aspects of the project.
While technical information was important, he stated that the possible impacts of
the project on the local community should also be explained in a manner that was
easily understandable by the public.
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Therefore, he requested that representatives from each village should be invited
and provided with copies of the relevant project documents and procedures and
that the project should be explained to them in simple and understandable
language. He further stated that it was essential to clearly explain the actual nature
of the project, address the doubts of the public, and take appropriate steps to create

confidence among the affected communities.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Srirangam

Please understand that we do not disregard any genuine requests or reasonable
suggestions made by the public. I request everyone to remain seated and maintain
order. Thereafter, I will explain the purpose for which your views and suggestions

are being sought.

This Public Hearing is not being conducted merely as a formality or for any other
hidden motive. Therefore, I request all participants to remain calm and cooperate

with the proceedings.

With regard to the proposed project, it is irﬁportant to understand that the industry
is proposed to be established within the SIPCOT Industrial Park. The purpose of
this Public Hearing is to obtain the views of the people residing in the surrounding
villages, local residents who may be employed in the SIPCOT Industrial Park,
members of the farming community, and individuals with both technical and non-

technical backgrounds.

Some members of the public may support the establishment of the proposed
industry, while others may oppose it. Similarly, some may consider the project
beneficial, while others may not. All such views are important and will be

recorded during this Public Hearing.
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This meeting is being conducted to obtain the opinions of the public. One section
of the public may express support for the project, while another section may

oppose it. The objective of this Public Hearing is to hear and record the views of

all stakeholders without prejudice.

6. Unidentified Speaker — Kannudaiyanpatti

He stated that he did not want to mention his name.

He stated that they were present on behalf of the people. He first stated that the
people should understand one thing. He stated that they had consistently

maintained that the Public Hearing itself was unconstitutional.

He stated that when they believed that the meeting itself was not valid, they could
not ask the people to offer their comments. He stated that the Environmental
Impact Assessment Report submitted by the company contained false
information. Therefore, he strongly demanded that no Public Hearing should be

conducted on the basis of such a report.

He further stated that when they were stating that the meeting itself should not be
conducted, they could not seek feedback from the public. He stated that, in their
opinion, the entire process was flawed. He stated that the project report had been
- prepared and submitted in an improper manner, without necessary corrections,

and without adequately safeguarding the interests of the people.

He further stated that if the Government and the concerned authorities continued
to proceed in a manner that, in their view, was harmful to the interests of the local

people, they would continue to oppose such actions.
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On behalf of the villagers, he strongly condemned the Government officials
whom they believed were supporting the establishment of M/s. Ultramarine &

Pigments Ltd.

He also stated that if another Public Hearing of that nature was conducted without
ensuring transparency and proper public participation, they would organize a

large-scale democratic protest involving the people.

7. Mr. Muthuswamy

He stated that people were being brought to the Public Hearing by arranging
transportation and paying them amounts ranging from one thousand to two
thousand rupees. However, he stated that all those present there were local

residents and that no one had come from outside the area.

8. Mr. Kambu Selvaraj, Pattapatti

He stated that he had come from the nearby village of Pattapatti to participate in
the Public Hearing.

He stated that the views expressed by the people assembled there clearly indicated
that they did not support the establishment of the proposed factory. Based on the
opinions expressed by the public, he also registered his objection and requested
that the Public Hearing be cancelled and that permission for establishing the

proposed factory should not be granted.

He further stated that adequate awareness regarding the Public Hearing had not
been created among the people. He stated -that if the factory was established,
nearly 12 surrounding villages were likely to be affected. Consequently, he stated
that several environmental impacts, including groundwater contamination and air
pollution, might arise.
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He further stated that since it was a chemical manufacturing project with the
potential to cause various environmenta] impacts, it was essential that the public
should be properly informed about the possible consequences in accordance with
the prescribed procedures and standards. However, he stated that without creating
sufficient awareness or ensuring that the rural population fully understood the

project and its implications, the Public Hearing was being conducted.

He stated that this had resulted: in dissatisfaction among the public. He further
stated that the opposition expressed during the meeting clearly reflected the

people's view that the proposed factory should not be established in that area.

Therefore, on behalf of the people and on his own behalf, he recorded his

objection to the establishment of the factory.

He further stated that if, despite the objections raised by the public, efforts were
made to proceed with the project, the people of the region might be compelled to
organize large-scale protests. He stated that such a situation might also lead to

law and order issues.

Accordingly, he requested the Government to reconsider the proposal for

establishing the factory and to withdraw the project.

9. Mr. Manikandan, Pudukottaij

e g e e Y e

He stated that he would like to express his views regarding the proposed project.

He stated that he had reviewed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Report for the project and would like to seek clarification on the information

provided therein.
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He stated that the proposed project pertained to the manufacture of inorganic
chemical products. He stated that the manufacturing process involved the
handling of mineral-based raw materials through high-temperature operations.
During those processes, he stated that there was a possibility of dust generation.
Similarly, he stated that various operational issues might arise during the handling
and functioning of the plant. In addition, he stated that hazardous chemicals were

proposed to be stored within the premises.

He further stated that several activities involving hazardous materials were

proposed under the project. Therefore, he stated that it was necessary to explain

""in detail the potential environmental impacts of the project, as well as the likely — =

impacts on the surrounding population.

10. Unidentified Speaker — Kannudaiyanpatti

The speaker stated that he did not want to mention his name.

He stated that they are rejecting the Public Hearing. He stated that, in their
opinion, the meeting must be cancelled. He stated that a Public Hearing should
be conducted only after proper notice had been issued and the process had been

carried out in a transparent manner.

He further stated that the objection was not limited to the company alone. He
stated that several industries that were already functioning had been established
without conducting proper Public Hearings. He stated that they would not permit
any company to operate without adequate consultation with the affected public.
He further stated that every institution should commence operations only after a
proper and transparent Public Hearing had been conducted with the participation

of all concerned people.
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He stated that the people who would be directly affected by the project were the
villagers residing in the surrounding areas. He questioned how a Public Hearing
could be conducted without properly informing and inviting the affected

communities.

Therefore, he requested that the meeting be cancelled and that fresh notices be
issued to all the affected villages. Thereafter, he stated that a transparent and
proper Public Hearing must be conducted with the participation of all

stakeholders.

District Environmental Engineer, Tiruchirappalli

Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer of Tiruchirappalli, stated that if
any other members of the public wished to express their views, they could do so.
She further stated that if any written representations were to be submitted, they

could be submitted during the meeting.

All the comments recorded in this consultation meeting will be sent to the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority in audio and video format. We

thank the esteemed Sub-Collector/Revenue Divisional Officer for presiding over

this meeting on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the public.

With this, the meeting concluded.
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In addition, the following documents and materials are attached herewith

for reference and record:

1. Copy of the press release detailing the public consultation meeting
(published in Tamil and English newspapers, dated 19.06.2026)

2. Attendance Register of those who attended the public consultation
meeting

3. Audio and video recording of the public consultation meeting (provided
in pen drive.

4. Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Project Summary (in
Tamil and English) submitted by the project developer.

5. Petitions received through E mail in this office 2 - Nos.

\L}( \o\&\ /1 yed |
District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divi on;}l Officer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Srirangam
Thiruchirappalli District Thiruchirappalli District
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