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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting of M/s. TamilNadu Minerals Limited (Multi

Colour Granite Quarry) located at S.F.No. 120(Part), Naganoor Village, Kulithalai
Taluk, Karur District over an Extent of 10.12.0 Hectares held on 29.04.2025 at 11.00
A.M in Rajini Thirumana Mahal, Manapparai-Kulithalai Main Road, Thogaimalai,
Kulithalai Taluk, Karur District.

Participants
1. Thiru. K. Karunakaran,

Assistant Commissioner (Excise),
Karur District.

2. Er. V. Jayakumar,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Karur District.

3. Participants — As per List.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer in his welcome address on behalf of the
District Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed all the
participant to attend the Public Hearing. Also, M/s. TamilNadu Minerals Limited (Multi
Colour Granite Quarry) has applied to conduct a Public hearing regarding the quarrying.
According to the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 order, Public
Hearing meeting of Public Hearing opinion for the above project has been made
mandatory. So the Public Hearing meeting is being held on today's date. In this regard,
an advertisement has already been made in Daily Thandhi on 22.03.2025 and Times of
India on 22.03.2025 in Tamil and English Newspapers and the copies of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report related to this project were placed for Public
Hearing views at the District Collector's Office, District Industrial Centre and Panchayat
Union Office a month ago. He also informed that the Public Hearing announcement

about the meeting was made through loudspeaker, leaflets and posters on 25.04.2025



in Naganoor and surrounding villages. He also informed that the summary report in
Tamil and English related to the said project has also been uploaded on the website of
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for Public Hearing viewing. Then the Assistant

Commissioner (Excise) asked him to preside over the meeting.

Assistant Commissioner (Excise):

The Assistant Commissioner (Excise) who presided over the address, welcomed
the audience to the Public Hearing. He has informed that Public Hearing meeting for
M/s. TamilNadu Minerals Limited (Multi Colour Granite Quarry) is being conducted as
per government guidelines. He also said that the information related to the project has
already been uploaded on the websites. He then asked the general Public Hearing to
express their views clearly and concisely without any hesitation. He informed that all the
opinions of the Public Hearing participating in this meeting will be sent to the
government without any discrimination. He also said that the project consultants of the
company are currently going to explain the information related to this project to you.

Environmental Impact Statement Consultant, Global Mining Solutions::

He said that all Departmental Government officials including Assistant
Commissioner (Excise) and District Environmental Engineer, Press Friends,
Environmentalists and Police Officers are welcome to participate in this Public hearing
meeting. He explained the details of the proposed project as follows.

1. Functioning of the company
Proposed Quarry Location Description
Quarry site analysis
Satellite of Quarry Area and Surface Plan of Quarry
Photograph of project site
500 Meters Perimeter Package Quarry Letter

Letter of information for the exact area to be granted mining lease
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Optimum area reporting

9. Mining Project (Mining Plan) Letter of Approval

10. Letter from District Urban and Urban Development Department
11. Land use pattern of quarry project

12. Number of workers

13. List Of Machinery

14. Salient Features of Quarry Project



15.  Functions of the Tamil Nadu Mineral Corporation

16. Plan of Proposed Green Ring

17. Ecosystems within 10 km radius ;
18. 10 km around the project area. Toposheet diagram covering the perimeter
19. Current environmental situation

20. Socio Economic Environment

21. Environmental Monitoring Details

22. Nature of air

23. Nature of water

24. Study of volume

25. Nature of soil

26. Topography

27. Biological environment

28. Anticipated environmental impact and preventive measures
29. Topography

30. Climate

31. Water environment

32. Sound environment _

33. Anticipated environmental impact and preventive measures
34. Proposed Corporate Environmental Responsibility

35. Environmental Monitoring Scheme

36. Conclusion

District Environmental Engineer:

He asked the Public Hearing to register their name and address and give their

views on the project accordingly.
1. Mr. N. Shanmugam, Coordinator of the Anti-lllegal Quarry Movement,

Karur;

| extend my greetings to the Assistant Commissioner (Excise), who is presiding
over the public hearing meeting regarding the Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited (TAMIN),
conducted jointly by the Tamil Nadu District Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, as well as to all those gathered here, We would like to highlight several
serious violations of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, related to
this quarry, which we believe make the project unfit for approval. There are various

violations in this granite quarry. We say that the Village Administrative Officer should not



give permission to any granite quarry without subdivision. We have participated in the
meetings of more than 150 quarries and granite quarries. In this quarry too, it is said
that the quarry is operating on SF.No 120 of about 25 acres. | don't know what difficulty
you are facing by subdividing this.

We had protested in front of the SEIAA on 19th September 2024, because no
granite quarry or quarrymen were implementing the rules and nearly 250 people were
arrested. They said that they would implement all this from now on. But it has not been
implemented till date. This quarry also has no subdivision. Permission should not be

'given to this quarry. Because if there are houses, plots and permanent structures,
permission cannot be given under Section 39 of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules,
1959. The rule states that quarrying should be done at a distance of 300 m from
approved houses, plots approved by the Panchayat permanent structures like village
temples, government compound houses, green houses, houses built with bank loans.
But there are houses in SF number 118 on the western side of this Naganoor village.
This is indicated in the A-register. Similarly, there is a house and village at 291 meters
on the southern side of the quarry field. This is also shown in the field map, which is in a
revenue document.

Similarly, there are more than 10 houses and plots in the southern part of the
quarry field at 120 meters in SF number 151 and at 190 meters. This is shown in the
revenue document, village map and computer field map. So there are more than 30
houses around this quarry. Therefore, permission should not be given to this granite
quarry in any way. It is not known on what basis the permission given to this quarry.

If we look at all the quarries that operating in Tamil Nadu, there are all violations.
There is a house at 152 and 140 meters in the southern part of the quarry field. This is
shown in the computer field map, the revenue document. No one lives in the house that
the quarry officials show as a pointer in the wrong revenue declarations. Even if it is a
mistake to say that the house is damaged. Thus, since there are various types of
houses within a radius of 300 meters, permission cannot be given to this quarry. Also, if
there is a cartiageway and a footpath laid around this quarry, the Minor Mineral
Concession Rules say that there should be a gap of 10 meters,. But there is a
carriageway on the south side of this quarry in SF No. 117, this carriageway does not
have a gap of 10 meters. Since there is no gap of 10 meters for the carriageway on the
south and east sides of the quarry, this is not permitted by law as per the government

rules and the Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959. Therefore, permission should not



be given to this quarry. The Chennai Assistant Commissioners, i.e. the Land
Administration, clearly state that even though they are on private lease land, the
geological path, the streams are government property. Therefore, even though the
carriageway is on private lease land, it is legally government property.

The carriage way shown in the map is located near the quarry and there is no 10-
meter gap, so this quarry should not be allowed in any way. Also, the Tamil Nadu Minor
Mineral Concession Rules state that if there are streams and water bodies, a gap of 50
meters, i.e. 175 feet, should be left, but there is Venkatesan Pond on the south side of
this quarry. This quarry is operating without even a 10-meter gap instead of this water
body.

Therefore, this quarry should not be allowed for operation. Although the
carriageway is on private land, it belongs to the government. This quarry should not be
allowed in any way. Also, on page 75 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report
of this quarry, it is seen that there is a house. When blasting is done in this quarry, the
houses near the quarry will be affected. A major blast accident occurred in Virudhunagar
district in the last 6 months and almost 7 people died. There is an impact within a radius
of 3 km. On that basis, permission cannot be given to this quarry either.

Also, on Google Maps, there are more than 30 houses at 291 meters on the
southwest side and 77 meters, 149 meters, 157 meters, 218 meters in the east, 149
meters in the west, 292 meters in the south and 275 meters in the south. How can
permission be given to this granite quarry when there are so many houses? Mettupatti
village is 300 meters adjacent to the quarry. The Tamil Nadu mining Minerals Act states
that if there is an overhead water reservoir, a borewell, etc. here, a distance of 500
meters should be left. There are approved houses and housing estates in 270 meters of
the southwest side of the quarry. Similarly, there is an overhead water reservoir and a
government borewell within a radius of 500 meters. Therefore, permission should not be
given to this. Permission cannot be given to this granite quarry due to so many
violations under the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules.

Along with the Environmental Impact Assessment Report, the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority has notified that 45 types of do.cuments
should be attached to the Environmental Impact Assessment Report. We have been
continuously saying this in every hearing. We can only comment if there are 45 types of
documents. In 2021, 1300 pages of attachment documents and 45 types of documents

were attached to the Paramasivam quarry in Sulur taluk of Coimbatore-district. We are



continuously requesting the District Pollution Control Officer to attach all such
documents.

Only 15 types of documents have been attached. Therefore, | request that this
hearing be conducted by attaching 45 types of documents. Furthermore, the terms of
reference issued by the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority have been
mentioned as air, water, soil, biodiversity, economic environment, environmental impact
assessment report and 11.03.2025. But they have given false information in the
environmental impact assessment report given for the study from 01.12.2024 to
08.02.2025. If you have seen this too, then Tamil Nadu is in violation of the Minor
Mineral Concession Rules. Therefore, permission should not be given to the quarry.
Also, the statistics around this quarry are not given clearly.

In total, this area has been given as 10.12 hectares. Since this is not divided, this
cannot be accepted as per the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules. If a quarry
is to be built, how do we assess the land environment, water environment, air
environment, biodiversity environment, sound environment, socio-economic
environment, they are conducting a public hearing. This quarry has been excavated to a
depth of 58 meters. They are going to excavate almost 188 feet. But the groundwater
level in this quarry is only 50 meters 150 feet. There are streams within a radius of 3
meters around this quarry. The people of this area rely on this stream for agriculture. If
Venkatachalam pond, KosavanKuttai, and Vellaikulam in this area will be affected by
this granite quarry. How will they farm in this area? For the past 10 years, we have been
drinking Cauvery water, and it is not drinkable because it contains various chemicals.

All the goats and cows depend on groundwater. If 188 feet and 190 feet are
mined, all the agricultural lands of this area will be affected. People will not be able to
live here. Everything will turn into a granite quarry. The Tamil Nadu government and the
central government say that they support agricuitural land. But they are destroying
agriculture by bringing various industries here. There are no job opportunities for the
local people. This quarry is an already operating quarry, they say that they are planting
green walls, they say 500 saplings per hectare.

This quarry is a 10-hectare quarry that was already operating. It is not known
how many saplings they have. Will they still plant them? | do not know. Karur is the
hottest district in Tamil Nadu. It is 103,104 degrees. It rains in all areas. There is no rain
only in Karur. The rain is affected only due to the excessive impact of the quarry.

Similarly, there are many explosion accidents. Both the legal and illegal quarries are



mining excessively. We should investigate where the explosives are coming from and
take appropriate action against them.

Similarly, in Karur district, a loud blast is heard every 10 days. The doors are
shaking. When we ask the Geology and Mining Department why, they say that we, the
Geological Management Department, have told them in Chennai. I‘f they want to help
the workers, the quarries are not doing any help. So far, more than 20 workers have
died in Karur district in 3 years. But they are not getting any help. There is no insurance.
Everything is shown in writing. There are no activities. Tamil Nadu is an agricultural
land. Farmers should live well. If this quarry comes, the entire Thogaimalai area will
become a desert in 10 years.

Even if a borewell is built at 500, 600 feet, there will be no water. All the water will
go into the granite quarry. Agriculture cannot be done here. People who depend on
goats, cows and agriculture will be very affected. In this area, more than 7 quarries are
operating within a radius of 500 meters around this quarry. There is no green belt. The
Panchayat rule says that each vehicle should carry only 10 tons. There is no permission
to carry 48 tons or more on the 28-ton national highway. Each vehicle flies by just 80
tons, 90 tons. For this road, 20 percent of India's funds are spent on highways and
Panchayat roads. They give just 2 percent and say that they are doing this and that for
the village. This affects the road to a great extent. When we went to the transport
department and asked the taluk a officials under the Right to Information Act, they said
that they had only caught one lorry last year. But all the lorries that go here from Karur
via Thogaimalai are overweight. They weigh 80 and 90 tons. There is a law that says
that no more than 28 tons should be allowed on the road. The Union government has
said so. The Supreme Court has also given a verdict in a case. In addition to that, if you
look at this area, they are carrying up to 90 tons. All this is done in violation of the law.
Apart from that, they say that they are spraying water. When we come from Karur,
almost 50 lorries pass. Sand flies and it doesn't look like water is being sprayed on
anything. If we come without wearing a helmet, we will have to fall down. Similarly, due
to carrying too much weight on the road, the road has become potholed and there is a
situation where people can stumble. In this way, people cannot travel on the road.
Agricultural land is greatly affected. Permission should not be granted for this Naganoor
quarry under any circumstances. If it is granted, this area will be affected to a great
extent. Therefore, | thank you for giving me the opportunity to say that permission

should not be granted for this quarry..



2. Mrs. Nallammal, Mettupatti:

Good afternoon to all. We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the
Mineral Resources Officer for visiting us today. My name is Nallammal, and | am a
resident of Mettupatti, Naganoor village. Along with other members of our women'’s
group as well as men in our community we have been engaged in gravel breaking. We
are miners by occupation, and whenever the quarry is operational, we work as daily
wage laborers. Our livelihoods have depended on breaking gravel stones. However,
since the quarry has stopped operations, we have lost our source of income. Many of us
are now forced to travel to Trichy in search of work. We humbly request you, sir, to
kindly grant permission for the quarry to resume operations. If the quarry is reopened, it
will provide us with much-needed employment and allow us to sustain our families
locally. Thank you for your time and consideration.

3. Mr. M. Nagarajan, Mettupatti:

My name is Nagarajan. Naganoor village, | have no objection in this quarry.
Thank you.
4, Mr. K. Thangarasu, Thogaimalai:

We used to work in the Quarry and were part of a self-help group. This Quarry
provided us with steady employment and supported many families in our community.
‘However, for the past 20 years, we have not been able to work in stone breaking. As a
result, we now travel to places like Manapparai and Trichy in search of work.
Unfortunately, we do not receive consistent employment or fair wages there. For us, the
Quarry is a stable and permanent source of livelihood. We have not been trained in any
other profession, and this is the only work we know. If this industry is revived, it will
greatly benefit the people of our area. Therefore, | sincerely request the government
authorities and village administration to take the necessary steps to restart this Quarry.
Thank you for the opportunity.

5. Mr. C. Mohanraj, Devarmalai:

| extend my respectful greetings to the Assistant Commissioner presiding over
this consultation meeting, the District Environmental Engineer, members of the farming
community, and the environmental activists present here today. | would like to
respectfully submit my concern regarding the proposed establishment of a granite
quarry. While it is understood that this is a government initiative aimed at increasing
state revenue, we must also consider the long-term consequences this project could

have on the environment, local residents, and particularly our farmers. As mentioned in
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the report presented earlier, it was stated that government lands could be used to
increase revenue. However, this does not necessarily mean that granite quarrying is the
only or the best option. There are various other industries that can be developed to
generate income for the government without causing severe harm to our environment
and livelihoods. The establishment of this quarry may benefit approximately 40
individuals through employment. However, this must be weighed against the potential
impact on over 4,000 people and more than 5,000 acres of agricultural land in the
surrounding area. This disproportiénate impact cannot be overlooked. Additionally, it
was noted that there are already over 500 granite quarries in the region, along with
numerous limestone quarries. The continued excavation of stone from this area is likely
to lead to a significant drop in groundwater levels. If groundwater continues to decline,
we will face a future where not only farming becomes impossible, but even access to
drinking water will become a serious issue. This could ultimately force our communities
to abandon their homes and migrate elsewhere. In light of these concerns, | respectfully
urge the authorities not to grant permission for this granite quarry. Let us work together
to find more sustainable and community-friendly ways to support economic
development. Thank you for the opportunity.

6. Mr. Samsudin, Thogaimalai:

| extend y greetings to the Assistant Commissioner and the Pollution Control
Board Officer. As | understand, not just 50 families but approximately 500 families
depend on this quarry for their livelihood. My own 10-acre garden is located near this
quarry, and we have experienced no harm to our land or environment. In fact, the water
supply in our area is excellent. | am not making this claim lightly or out of pride, but to
emphasize that the quarry’s presence has supported the lives of many poor and simple
people who have survived by breaking stones and gravel here. The quarry contributes
positively to the local economy and community well-being. When | visited, | heard others
say that having a quarry is a matter of pride for Tamil Nadu and especially beneficial for

the people of the Thogaimalai area. There is no adverse impact from the quarry, as

- evidenced by the steady water flow on our 10-acre land in Naganoor.

Some have expressed concerns that if the quarry closes, water availability will
decline. However, our experience shows otherwise water continues to flow abundantly.
Therefore, it is clear that the quarry does not negatively affect the surrounding

environment or water resources. Thank you for the opportunity.



7. Mr. N. V. Nagarajan, Kadavur:

| extend my respectful greetings to the Honorable Assistant Commissioner, the
District Environmental Engineer, other government officials, members of the agricultural
community, social activists, and all police and press representatives who are facilitating
this public hearing organized by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the Karur
District Administration. The public hearing today regarding the operation of a granite
quarry in Survey No. 120, Naganoor Village, Kulithalai Taluk, Karur District, in my point
of view, it is illegal. If the Minerals Department, Pollution Control Board, and Revenue
Department had conducted thorough inspections and submitted accurate reports on this
quarry beforehand, there would have been no need for this public hearing. It has been
mentioned that only a portion of the land over 25 acres is proposed for quarrying.
However, a similar consultation was held 20 yeérs ago under the Tamil Nadu Minor
Mineral Concession Act, during which local people expressed their concerns and
opinions. Despite subsequent legal and regulatory developments, the issues raised
today mirror those expressed two decades ago, highlighting a lack of progress.

In 2006, the National Assembly enacted the EIA, 2006 to control pollution
globally, including in India. | question whether the guidelines outlined in that legislation
are being followed in this quarry operation. For example, the-mining regulations require
waste material to be deposited within the quarry area and the establishment of green
belts, including the planting of 500 trees per hectare. Considering the scale of this
project, there should be approximately 5,000 trees planted. However, what we see
today are mere hedgerows and no diverse reforestation efforts. The quarry is not
operating within its designated mining boundaries of 25 acres. Instead, mining is carried
out arbitrarily wherever stone is available. This lack of public awareness and oversight
benefits only a few individuals masquerading under the guise of official administration.

This public hearing should serve to prevent such illegal mining practices. Our
community is actively engaged in legal efforts to stop unauthorized quarrying. Just
yesterday, a truck illegally transporting minerals was seized but then released after a
bribe was paid to the police. Authorities have promised to conduct environmental
inspections on water, air quality, and so forth only once every six months, which is
insufficient oversight. There are currently 100 quarries operating in the Karur district. In
the Thogaimalai area alone, the number of crusher trucks has increased from 10 to 100.

Tamil Nadu Minerals, despite being a government enterprise, is operating at a loss
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because it appears to serve individual interests rather than the public good.
Consequently, this public hearing itself is being conducted unlawfully.

Stones are not being mined in accordance with the law. We will be submitting a
formal complaint to the relevant departments demanding appropriate action. If they fail
to act, we are prepared to escalate this matter to the High Court, seeking judicial
intervention and investigation to ensure compliance and justice.

According to the Minerals Act, no residential area should exist within a 300-meter
radius of an active quarry. However, the Revenue Department’s report submitted prior
to this hearing was inadequate. It failed to specify how many houses, lakes, ponds, or
reservoirs exist within the affected zone or their distances from the quarry site. The
Environmental Impact Assessment law also mandates that no mining should take place
within 500 meters of public overhead water tanks or government-constructed water
bodies. | question on what grounds permission was granted for this quarry given where
the nearby settlement of Venkatesapuram. Farmers have voiced concerns that this
quarry threatens their livelihoods. While we acknowledge that the quarry has provided
employment opportunities and supported our community, we must also recognize the
broader environmental impact it has on local biodiversity including goats, cows,
chickens, birds, and other species.

I am saying that not only this quarry but most of the quarries operating in Karur
district are illegal approximately 99% and controlled by private individuals. Despite
multiple government departments tasked with oversight, including the Mineral
Resources Department and the police, enforcement remains lax. Inspections are
infrequent and allegations often go unaddressed.

It is deeply disappointing and shameful that a government institution has failed in
its responsibility to uphold the law and protect the public interest. Therefore, | strongly
urge that permission for granite quarrying in Naganoor Village, Survey No. 120, should
be denied. We cannot and will not accept its operation. If the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority has submitted an inaccurate report, we are prepared to
challenge it in court and expose its illegalities. We call on the relevant authorities to take
immediate and effective action. If they do not, we will persist in our legal and peaceful
fight to protect our environment, our cbmmunity, and our future. Thank you for the

opportunity to speak.
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8. Mr. Subbaiah, Karutapatti:

This quarry is not functioning, which is causing us difficulties. Therefore,
permission for the quarry should be given.

9. Mrs. Govindammal, Mettupatti:

We are in Naganoor village. Everyone in our family makes a living by doing stone
quarrying. Due to this joblessness, our son leaves the family and goes abroad to work.
Our family is in trouble. If we have this job, our family will survive. Give permission for
this quarry. This quarry does not have any impact on the environment, permission can
be given for this quarry.

10.Mr. Karuppaiya, Varunthipatti:

About 10 to 15 years ago, men’s and women'’s clubs in this area earned their
livelihood by breaking stones in local quarries. However, since mining operations began
using machines, the income and labor opportunities in Thogaimalai have significantly
declined. Now, the government is proposing to open large-scale mineral resources, but |
urge that priority be given to supporting small-scale quarry operations on government
lands that rely on human labor. Such small operations can provide jobs to 10 to 15
people directly, unlike large companies which offer very limited employment
opportunities.

If industries are established through women’s self-help groups and kilns to break
small quarries on government lands using manual labor without causing pollution, the
~ workers in this area will greatly benefit. These workers do not have skills for other types
of jobs, and it is unfortunate to see them travel to Trichy for construction work, returning
late at night. Therefore, before permitting large-scale mining industries, the government
should encourage and support the development of small-scale stone crushing
businesses run by women'’s self-help groups.

Additionally, the current regulations for quarry operations do not address the
state of road infrastructure. Each lorry carries 80 to 90 tons, making night travel unsafe
and difficult, especially towards Palayam. The roads in Manapparai have deteriorated
significantly because of quarry lorry traffic. Since no stone has been transported from
this quarry recently, road conditions have not worsened. If the Tamil Nadu Minerals
quarry begins operation, it is likely that private quarries will also increase their activities,
many of which are illegal. There have been reports of trucks carrying twice the

permitted amount of stone at night. Such illegal practices are rampant in this area. The
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establishment of this large company will cause more harm than benefit. Quarrying at
depths of 100 to 120 feet will have a serious negative impact on local agriculture.

If the government genuinely wishes to provide employment, it should focus on
identifying marginal lands with rock deposits and promote small and medium
enterprises that use manual labor for quarrying through women’s and men’s self-help
groups. This approach will improve livelihoods without causing pollution, as large cranes
and heavy machinery will not be used. It will also ensure adequate employment and
maintain a steady supply of construction materials locally. Transport costs increase
significantly when materials are brought from Karur. When construction materials are
available locally, people should not be forced to depend on distant sources. Therefore, |
respectfully request the government, which is conducting public hearings for large
companies, to instead support and develop small quarries that provide employment to .
the local poor and help improve their livelihoods. Thank you.

The District Environmental Engineer mentioned that the views of the public
expressed at this meeting will be recorded in video and written form and sent to the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.

District Environmental Engineer:

Finally, in his speech of thanks, he expressed his gratitude on behalf of the
District Administration an'd the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to the government
officials including the Assistant Commissioner, the Police, Journalists and the public
whq presided over this public opinion meeting. Finally the national anthem was played.

Also, the public hearing meeting was completed.

\

District Environmental Engineer Assistan Commlssmner(Exclse),
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur.
Karur
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