S

TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CON,E&CTED‘ FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH STONE

AND GRAVEL QUARRY COVERING EXTENT OF 2.43.5 HA FOR

THIRU.V. GOPALAKRISHNAN ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY,

S.F.NO. 291/1A, PACHAPALAYAM VILLAGE, SULUR TALUK, COIMBATORE

DISTRICT AND COVERING EXTENT OF 1.91.0 HA FOR TVL. TAMILNADU BLUE

METALS ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY S.F.NO. 263/1A PART, 264/1

PART, KALLAPALAYAM VILLAGE, SULUR TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT AT

M/S. SUYA UTHAVI KULU KOOTAMAIPPU BUILDING, PACHAPALAYAM

- PANCHAYAT, PERIYAKUILI, SULTHANPET PANCHAYAT UNION, SULUR TALUK,

COIMBATORE DISTRICT ON 28.01.2025 AT 12.00 NOON.

Present
Special District Revenue Officer
1 Thirumathi. B. Jeeva : (Land Acquisition), Highways
Coimbatore District
District Environmental Engineer (a/c)
2 Tmt. Y. Beulah : Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

Assistant Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

3. Thiru.S. Senthil Kumar
Coimbatore South.




Assistant Environmental Engineer,
4, Thiru. J. Sathesh : Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

Assistant Engineer,
5. Tmt. S. Priyanka : Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

Assistant Engineer,
6. Selvi. S. Meenalosini : Tamil Nadu Poliution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

_ EIA Consultant

5. | Thiru.M.Shaik Nawas : M/s. GEO Exploration and Mining Solutions,
Salem.
6. | Public : 94

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu- Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South has welcomed the Special District Revenue Officer Coimbatore,
Preject proponents and all general public who are attending the public hearing for the
Proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry covering the Extent of 2.435 Ha for
Thiru.V.Gopalakrishnan Rough Stone And Gravel Quarry, S.F.No.291/1A , Pachapalayam
Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District and covering the Extent of 1.91.0 Ha for Tul.
Tamilnadu Blue Metals Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry S.F.Nos. 263/1A Part, 264/1 Part,

Kallapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District.

It is required to obtain Environmental Clearance (EC) mandatorily for 14 type of
industries from the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF &CC),
Government of India as per EIA Notification No. 1533(E) dated:14/09/2006. Quany activity
is also included in the above. As per the Notification No.2269(E) dated:01/07/2016, Environmental
clearance is necessary for cluster like A. Gopalakrishnan and Tamilnadu Blue Metals rough stone and
gravel quarry, while obtaining above clearance, conducting public hearing is necessary. She added
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-

that the press release informing the conducting of Public Hearing was published in
"Dinathanthi” and "Deccan Chronicle" dated 24.12.2024 and also pointed out the EIA
report and Executive summary are made available for public reference at selected
Government Offices. Flex boards have been placed at required places and handouts
also been distributed to the public. She also informed that the project consultant on
behalf of project proponent would make a presentation on the proposed project, after
which the Public can express their views. The District En.vironmental Engineer, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Coimbatore South also stated that the views and
suggestions of the public about Quarry and reply by the project consultant will be
recorded through vidéography / Audio and the same will be submitted to the State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu.

The Special District Revenue Officer, Coimbatore District, has started the Public
Hearing process and invited the project consultant to explain-about their proposed project
through power point presentation and asked the public to express their views. The main
purpose of this meeting Was to register the public views related to Environment.

The Project Consultant has explained various features of the project through
power point presentation. Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, Coimbatdre South has invited the public to express their views
and comments about the proposed Project. The views and suggestions of the public's

are detailed below:

1. Thiru.A. VIJAYAKUMAR, PERIYAKUILI :

Hello, my name is Vijayakumar, Periyakuilai. This quarry is in existence since
1977.  Our village has better wealth. The persons who created this quarry in
Coimbatore district were K.R. KaliyanaGounder and SRS. They formed this quarry in
Coimbatore District which was within Erode area in earlier days. | humbly‘ request you

to give permission as soon as possible.



2. Thiru.R .THANIKASALAM, PACHAPALAYAM:

My name is Thanikasalam and | am from Pachapalayam. First of all, | would like to
express my gratitude on behalf of public of my village to the District Revenue Officers,
and District Environmental Engineers who have come to this public hearing meeting.
In earlier days we carried out agriculture activity. Due to scarcity of rains, water
sources are dried up. We are doing quarry activity. There is no other business in this
area. Initially, 10% of the people were engaged in quarry. 90% of the people were in
other jobs. Today, due to the lack of rain, all the people are engaged in this quarry
activity. People having agricultural lands of their own are doing agriculture in half
portion of land and allot remaining half to the quarry. If a quarry is established in this
area, more than 100 families directly or indirectly depend on it for their livelihood, so
everyone is engaged in this quarry activity. Even if the abandoned quarry is useless,
there is a possibility of increase of groundwater due to storage of rainwater during the
rainy season. The quarry owners have been rectifying all the minor damages caused
by this activity. There is no objection. Therefore, | request you to grant licenses to the

quarries of Mr.Gopalakrishnan and Tamil Nadu Biue Metals quickly. Thank you.

3. Thiru.N. SUBRAMANIAM, SULUR:

| would like to extend my morning greetings to the government officials and
public. My name is N. Subramaniam and | come from Sulur. | am a builder. We used
to get all the raw materials for our business like gravel and gravel from here. Currently,
there is scarcity. If permission is granted early, then my business and the livelihood of

the workers dependent on this will be better. Thank you.

4. Thiru.SHANTHAKUMAR,THEGANI:

My name is Shanthakumar, Thegani. | would like to express my greetings to
everyone who has come to the public hearing meeting. In some places, many
problems has been created due to the quarry .Please grant pérmission to quarries

which follows Government rules and regulations. Thank you, greetings.



5. Thiru.M.K. KALIMUTHU, PERIYAKUILI:

Hello everyone. | am Kalimuthu from Periyakuill. 50-60 percent of our
population depend on this quarry buisness. Due to insufficient rainfall for agriculture. So
there is no objection to grant permission for this quarry. | feel good if you spend mineral
fund for tr;is panchayat. The roads get damaged quickly due to the movement of large
number of vehicles. Roads iﬁ this area needs renovation once in three years instead of
life span of five years in other areas. \Water sources/bodies also needs to be repaired.
Planting of more trees shall be carried out in this panchayats area. Funds should be

spent to provide facilities like toilets to the people of this area.

. Thiru.SHANMUGASUNDARAM, KALLAPALAYAM:

My name is Shanmugasundaram. | live in Kallapalayam village. My house is
located nearer to the Tamil Nadu quarry. They are not following rules properly. They
do not use water, while blasting is carried out. They have a crusher in which no rules

are followed. Therefore, | register my objection to issue a license.

. Thiru.VIJAYAKUMAR, ORATTUKUPPAI :

My name is Vijayakumar. | live in Orattukkuppai village. Actually, they are not
following any of the rules mentioned here. Actually, the entire Tamil Nadu, Metals (S.F
No. 263/1A, 264/1) have two or three quarries. They have broken stones beyond the
limits prescribed. They are not following any of rules to abate pollution. We are facing
environmental effect such as water in the water source become unfit for drinking.
There is no use to farmers except others getting employment opportunities.  The
groundwater level, which was 300 feet before 10 or 15 years, now depleted to thousand
feet. Hence farmers livelihood is affectd. Nothing was done to us. There is a pollution
problem due to usage of substandard explosives. Water sources are also affected.
Théy extracted more minerals. There are ten quarries in that area. Nothing was done to
farmers. Permission will be granted to quarries, even we register objections. Affected
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persons are continuously affected. One portion of public get benfitted. Farmers are
affected. It is affecting our livelihood. The ground water has gone from 500 to 1000
feet, how can | farm? Explosives mix in ground water source. We inhale the odour
nuisance of explosives. We have given petitions many times, we have protested many
times, but there is no response to it. License was given to the quarry located near my
house for two acres. But they have carried out mining in three acres. Fine of
Rs.1,92,644 was imposed by Mines Department. If problem was solved, when fine was
remitted? What is the solution. DEE has intervened and requested to register his views
and to submit separate petition for other short falls. He requested to carry out
inspection to check the quality of materials extracted from mines. Last ten years, we
have lodged complaint against this quarry. But the quarries are functioning
continuously. There is no solution. DRO asked the person to give complaint, if there is

violation of rule. The petition will be sent to Mines Department for further investigation.

8. Thiru.GOPALAKRISHNAN , PERIYAKUILI:

Hello everyone. My name is K. Gopalakriéhnan, | live near the area where the
Tamil Nadu quarry and crusher are located. We are originally farmers. They operate the
quarry even after expiry of license period, without following rules. There is no use, by
giving petitions. The Project Consultant said that they use nonel explosives and wetting
with water before explosion. How we check it? He also informed that they installed fencing
and grow trees. Trees will grow if they are Watered properly. They grow trees only for the
purpose of getting license. After obtaining license they are not following norms. Crusher is
located above ground level. During the wind season (West —South West) there is damage
to houses, wells and agriculture. They have not sprayed water while crusher is operated.
Crusher is operated maximum hours in a day without proper approval. They also not spray
water on roads. They temporarily stopped the crusher for three months due to our
objection. DEE has intervened and to register their views on quarry only. Mr.
Gopalakrishnan said that they carried out mines beyond the depth permitted and also not

followed the rules. There is no safety and not followed the explosive timings. They follow



only few timings but violated many rules. There are 15 number of wells in that area. But
depth of quarry is more than the wells. Hence livelihood of farmers will be affected. We
are mentioning this in each petition. There is no solution. Big question mark stands before
farmers. Farmers are affected rather than employment to others. Keeping the above
points please carry out inspection and then issue license. This is the request on behalf of
farmers. There are three quarries in Tamilnadu Blue Metals. They are not following rules
and safety measures. They are carrying out quarrying beyond the depth allowed. if
permission is given again, it will lead to suspicion that the violations are carried out with the
knowledge of Government. They are quarrying in three mine pits without following rules
and beyond their permitted quantity. DEE has informed that this views will be forwarded to
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) and license will be granted

after getting proper permission:

9. Thiru.SOUNDARAJAN, ORATTUKUPPAI:

| am Soundarajan, my house is nearer to Tamil Nadu Blue Metals. They have not
obtained any license before starting their operation. There are no trees. There is dust

pollution. There is no water in the well. We are very affected.

10. Thiru.PERIYASAMY, ORATTUKUPPAL:

Hello. My name is Periyasamy. | come from Orattukuppai. My farm land ié nearer
to quarry. | register my thanks to conduct public hearing meeting where the quarry is to
be located. In the presentation, they said there is no problem to the farmers. But in real
that is not so. Rules have not been followed. No time was followed for explosion. They
mined to the depth, more than allowed. There are 8 to 10 quarries. 15 wells are presenf.
The depth of quarry is more than wells. We are registering our objection continuously. But
licenses are being issued despite our objection. There is no solution. Public from other
places will be benefitted. But farmers are affected. There is no action in this regard. The
depth of ground water has been depleted,more than 500-1000 feet and hence agriculture

has not been carried out. Actually there is increase in employment but agriculture is



affected. Hence issue license after carrying out proper inspection. Improve the
infrastructure facility of local farmers by using CSR funds. Roads are damage due to
excessive transport of lorries. There is no action taken by Panchayat. Hence repair the
damaged roads on priority basis. The cart path nearer to the quarry which was used by
public for long time has been vanished. The cart track should be restored. Fencing should

be erected between cart track and quarry. | request my objection to this quarry.

11. Thiru.MANIKANDAN, CHETTIPALAYAM, ORATTUKUPPAI:

Hello, my name is Manikandan. | come from Orattukuppai village in Chettipalayam.
Our garden is adjacent to Tamilnadu Blue Metals. We have been farming for many
generations. Due to scarcity of water we do jobs other than agriculture. Ground water
flows from East towards Western direction. There were only 3 or 4 quarries before ten
years. But now, there are ten quarries. Already water table is around 200 feet to 300 feet.
At that time we use wells for farming. At present the water flow from East was completely
stopped. Now farming is done with five to six bore wells with depth of 1200 feet. The
quarry owners use substandard explosives in huge quantity. Chemical substances from
explosives mixed in ground water leads to water pollution. Children and adults were
affected. Check the quality of the water. As you know, many people, make petitions to the
Pollution Control Board. Working people are getting affected because of filing petitions.
There is no use. Economically, there will be a lot of damage. Inspection should be made
considering all above aspects. There is no fencing before. At present only fencing have
been‘ erected. Exact mining pit dimensions should be specified to us. Everyone has
informed differently. Heavy vehicles with 10-15 tonnes is running on village roads and
damaged them. Roads with life span of 5 years are getting damaged in two years. Hence
accidents occur. Hence we need solution to water problem and road repair. | register my

strong objection to this quarry.



12. Thiru.THANGAVEL, ORATTUKUPPAI :

My name is Thangavel. | am from Orattukuppai Village. | have settled in my own
garden, which is located near quarry. No rules are followed when explosives are used,
vibrations are felt in houses. Cracks are also developed. There is no water sprinkling on
roads. Trees have been plénted at present only. The quarry already has a license
beforefive years ago. But they have not planted in earlier periods. The quarry owners are
carrying these activities only for getting licenses. Agriculture is being damaged. Hence |

object this quarry.

13. Thiru.DINESH, ORATTUKUPPAI VILLAGE :

- My name is Dinesh. | am in Orattukuppai. My garden is nearer to the quarry. | have
poultry farm with 8000 birds. Dust pollution from quarry will affect this farm. Livelihood is

being affected. So | am protesting.

14. Thiru.AYAPAL, Thegani :

Hello. My name is Jayapal. My agricultural farm is nearer to Tamilnadu quarry.
There are 3 quarries in it. Quantity of mining should be measured to ensure that it
should be in leased quantity. Whether the license is being issued as per the above
quantity. This quarry pit is included in the above three or as a separate one. All
quarry pits are functioning in the name of Tamilnadu Blue Metals.  While issuing
license to new quarry, the status of previous quarries shall be verified. The water table
in the well is about 100 feet. But quarries are of 200 feet. Naturally water flows towards
quarry pits. We are using water from tractors for drinking purpose. Each load of water
costs about Rs.1500. There is pollution due to dust and explosives. We have been
threatened by Police, if we ask any questions. They have planted sapling, expecting
license for five years. We do now know the status of saplings after issue of license.
We are not able to use Panchayat roads,since they are located near to quarry. Due to
explosives the path shall not be used. Dust pollution is felt in our houses during

explosion. We are not able to use path that was used for many generations. They



have carri_ed out mining in three pits over three years. Inspection should be carried out
regarding number of explosive pits, compressors and time limit for using explosives.
There are 10 quarries in one area. There is no water source. Quarrying has been
carried out beyond the prescribed depth. | request to close down the old quarries and
then issue license to new quarry after measuring old mining pits. Ground water is
affected. There are about 50 houses in the surroundings. We are sending our children

beyond three kilometers since the roads are damaged due to transport of material from

quarry.

15. Thiru. DINESH KUMAR, PACHAPALAYAM :

Greetings to everyone. My name is Dinesh Kumar, Pachapalayam. | have been
living in this place since my birth. Quarry owners do not see whether mineral fund is being
spent to the farmers. Fund is managed by Government. There is time lapse to utilize the
fund properly. We are carrying out blasting according to the rules. We are in the quarry
business for many years. In earlier periods, there is no rule to plant saplings around the
quarry. As per the present rule, we are developing green belt and install fencing. We are
not carrying out mining in old pits. We are following rules regularly. Roads are damaged
due to lorry transport. Roads should be repaired with tax money. If license is issued, it will

be useful to construction labourers of Coimbatore District. Please issue license quickly.

16. Thiru .BHARANI, MALUMICHAMPATTI:

Hello. My name is Bharani. | am living in Malumichampatti. | was employed in
quarry. | have no job for last two to three years. At present | do the jobs that is temporarily

available. It is very useful, if license is given quickly.

17. Thiru.SATISHKUMAR, ORATTUKUPPAI :

Hello. My name is Satishkumar, | come from Orattukuppai village. Coimbatore is
the second biggest city with area of 246.8 sq.km. Now many projects including metro rail
projects are planned. Do we have sufficient raw material for the above projects. Due to

scarcity, materials have been brought from Udumalpet and Madathukulam. Due to long
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distance, the rate of transport is high. Hence,the common man is suffering due to the
increased cost. If license are issued to quarry, income will be increased to Government.
Public will also be benefitted. Need of construction material is on increasing trend. Quarry
owners also trying to sort out the problems arised then and there. License will be issued to

the quarry quickly to improve the livelihood and to reduce the burden of public.

18. Thiru. MUTHUKKALAI, PERIYAKUILI:

My name is Muthukkalai, Periyakuili village. | am a driver. | have been unemployed
for last six months. If quarry is reopened, we will get employment opportunities. Farmers
pointed out the defects/mistakes. There is no river in this area. Water is essential for
carrying our agriculture. It is very useful if license is issued quickly to the quarry in the

village with abundant minerals.

19. Thiru.ASHOK KUMAR, ORATTUKUPPAIVILLAGE :

Greetings to everyone. | have come from Orattukuppai Village. My name is Ashok
Kumar. My farm is nearer to the quarry. Some problems are prevailing due to quarry, but
| all people depend on this quarry. Quarry provided 10% of direct employment and assures

indirect employment to lakhs of people. Boundary of Pachapalayam village is extended
upto Myleripalayam. Thegani is also in Pachapalayam. District Mineral Fund should be
used to Pachapalayam village. ' It will be used for carrying repair works in old roads and
also for new tar roads. Maﬁy vehicles with material passes through Orattukuppai village,
adjacent to Pachapalayam village. Hence mineral fund shall be spent to all villages
‘affected by quarry activity. | have no objéction to issue license to Gopalakrishnan and

Tamilnadu Blue Metals quarry. Issue license quickly.

20. Thiru.SATISHKUMAR, PERIYAKUYILAI :

Hello everyone. My name is Satishkumar, Periyakuili. | am emoloyed as a

supervisor in quarry for 4 to 5 years. After completing my degree, | joined this job
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because of unemployment. Now a days quarries are improving continuously. Planting
of saplings and erecting wire fencing are carried out. In earlier days, some violations

are there. At present all the rules are followed. | request to issue license quickly.

21. Thiru.GOKUL. ORATTUKUPPAI VILLAGE:

Hello. My name is Gokul, Orattukuppai Village. | am doing business based on
agriculture. At present there is loss, without quarry business. Related business is
also paralyzed. Buisness should be recovered. Employees are not available to carry
agriculture. There is a problem in the above area. Quarry is necessary, to get
construction materials freely. They bring the above from other towns neafby. Material
cost will be reused if it is available locally. Due to high transport cost, material rate will
be increased. We loose our money. It is very useful, if we get construction material
from nearby areas. There is no problem, if quarries are operated properly with

required licenses.

22. Thiru.SHIVA:
My name is Shiva. | come from nearby town to work here. | have no job. | have been
sitting idle for two months. If you give license to Tamilnadu quarry, it will be useful to me.

Thank you.

23. Thiru.RAMKUMAR, BIHAR :

My name is Ramkumar. | have come from Bihar, | have no job for last one month. |

will get job opportunities, if license is given to quarry.

24. Thiru.NATARAJ, PERIYAKUILALI:

| am Nataraj, Periyakuili village. There are some problem due to quarries.
They are selling water in the quarries. My wells are of 80 -100 feet it becomes dry.
We have 300 number of coconut trees. We buy water to save the above trees. Our

livelihood is affected. | oppose to issue license to this quarry.
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List of public attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs and CD/Pen

drive recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing are enclosed herewith

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer (a/c), Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South registered vote of thanks to all.

Number of Petitions received — Nil.

A
s
Distri vironmental Engineer (a/c) ‘ Special District Revenue officer

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board (Land Acquisition) Highways
Coimbatore South Coimbatore District
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