Minutes of the Public Heanng held on 20.08.2026 at 11.00 AM at the Ccmmunlty
Hall, Assumtion Church, located at Panikkankuppam Village, Panruti Taluk, Cuddalore
;Dlstrlct ln connectlon wrth the Frre Clay Mrmng Project of M/s Tamll Nadu Cements
Corporatron lerted proposed to be established overa total extent of 6. 50. 0 hectares
in the followrng Survey Nos. of Panikkankuppam Village, Panruti Taluk Cuddalore
District, Survey Nos. 133/1A, 134/2, 134/3, 134/4, 134/5, 134/6 13477, 134/8, 134/9 134/12,
13573, 135/5 135/6 135/7 135/8 135/9, 135/10 and 135/11 '

Pro eet Locatlon_ S

7 The proposed mrne rs looated over a total extent of. 6 59 O hectares in Surveyf
- Nos.. 133/1A; 13472, 134/3 134/4 134/5, 134/6 134/7 134!8 134/9 134/12 135/3' B
: 135/5 1 35/6 .,-135/7 135/8 135/9, 135/10 and 135/11 at Pamkkankuppam Vlllage ;

Panruti Taluk Cuddalore Drstnct All the above-mentroned lands are owned by M/s.
Tamll Nadu Cements Corporatlon lelted

De ,

1. Thlru G Punyakotl Dlstrlct Revenue Ofﬁcer. Cuddalore Dlstnct

2, T hiru. R. Ranga Raj Dlstnct Envrronmental Engineer(alc), TNPCB
Cuddalore District, - S e T e e e B ,

3. General Publlc and Government Ofﬁcrals Copy of Attendance is enclosed

*********

The Publrc Heanng was conducted to ascertam the vrews and objectlons if any, |
, ,of the Iocal publlc for the purpose of grantmg Envrronmental Clearance under the
provrsrons of the Envrronmental lmpact Assessment (EIA) Notlﬁcatlon for the
proposed project of Fire Clay Mine of M/s Tamrl Nadu Cements Corporatlon lerted
1o be established over a total extent of 6.59.0 hectares in Survey Nos. 133/1A, 134/2,
134/3, 134/4, 134/5, 134/6, 13417, 13418, 13419, 134/12, 135/3, 135/5, 135/6, 13517,
135/8, 135/9, 135/10 and 135/11 at Panikkankuppam Village, Panruti Taluk
Cuddalore Dlstnct Tamil Nadu. -
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The public hearing was held at Community Hall, Assumption Church,
Panikkankuppam Village, Panruti Taluk, Cuddalore District, and commenced at 11.00
A.M. on 20.08.2026

District _ Environmental __Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Cuddalore District:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Cuddalore, welcomed, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, the
esteemed District Revenue Officer, Cuddalore District, who had presided over the
Public Hearing convened for obtaining Environmental Clearance for the proposed
project of M/s. Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation Limited, Cuddalore District. DEE
also welcomed the technical project consultants of the company, other Government
Officials, Leaders of Political parties, volunteers, Social activists, Police personnel,
Journalists, and Members of the public who had attended the meeting.

DEE stated that, based on the application submitted by the project proponent to
the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) for obtaining
Environmental Clearance for the proposed project, the Terms of Reference (ToR) had
been issued with directions to conduct a Public Hearing Meeting and submit the
proceedings of the meeting to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority.
Accordingly, with the approval of the District Collector, Cuddalore, the Public Hearing
Meeting for the proposed project of M/s. Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation Limited
was scheduled to be conducted at 11.00 A.M. on 20.08.2026 at the Community Hall,
Assumption Church, Panikkankuppam Village, Panruti Taluk, Cuddaldre District,
Public Hearing Meeting was published on 08.07.2026 in the Tamil daily "Daily Thanthi"
and the English daily "The New Indian Express". |

DEE further informed that copiés of the Draft Environmental Impact
Assessment (Draft EIA) Report and the Executive QSummary of the project were
forwarded to the District Administration and the concerned Government offices of the
villages where the Public Hearing was proposed to be held, and were kept available
for public inspection. In addition, public notices regarding the Public Hearing were
disseminated through pamphlets and public audio.announcements.
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He explained that the present Public Hearing Meeting was being conducted in
connection with the Proposed Fire Clay Mine Project of M/s. Tamil Nadu Cements
Corporation Limited, for obtaining Environmentaj Clearance for the proposed mining

aétiVists should be received both in writing andoraﬂy;;duly recorded, and foMaMed to
 the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, '

e Therefore, afterthe presentatlon bythe technical project 6onsuita’nf; members
o the public and social act:wstswererequested to funish their name and the name of
their vilage and express their views either in wriing or orally. He aiso requested the
esteemed  District Revenue Officer to kindly preside over and conduct the Public

|cR venue er, ,\Gu_da ore ; ; ‘ b SIS
e ‘_Thé_'Disit{ribf?ﬁR‘evéﬂug;f’Ofﬁce"r,i Cuddalore; ',éqhvafyedJ'bis»-;g‘_reetirflgs., to all those
 present and informed that the Project Consultant of Mss. Tamil Nadu Cements
Corporatibh” Limited would present the ‘déta’il’s of the prcp‘osed project. The ‘DRO
further ,Stated,,;;t‘ha_t,»,,-af;tvergthe-presentation,: each member of the public may express
“his/her views and that the same would be duly recorded and forwarded to the State
Envirqnment}lmpact Assessment'.Authori‘tyr(SElAA). o B

- _ Onbehalfof M/s Tamll Nadu Cgm_entsf‘Corporaticn Limited, Thiru. M. Sheikh

~N\ivas, of M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Sbluﬁo‘né, participated in the Publi\c'fHeérihg

Meeting as the representative of the Project PrOponenta’n_d made a presentation on

the proposed project and its developmental activities, based on the Environmehtal
Impact Assessment (EIA) studies carried out for the project.
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The views and opinion of the public is as follows:

1. Tmt. Silambarasi ~M/s. TANCEM, Employee, Virudhachalam:

She stated that, | extend my greetings to the Hon’ble District Revenue Officer,
the District Environmental Engineer, and all the members of the public who are
present at this meeting. We wholeheartedly welcome the proposed project. The
implementation of this project will provide substantial employment opportunities to the
local people. | would also like to state that the implementation of this project will not
cause any adverse impact to anyone.

This is a Government project. Therefore, through the implementation of this
project, there will be an opportunity for the TANCEM factory at Virudhachalam to be
reopened, thereby improving the livelihood of the families residing' in thé area and
providing them with employment opportunities. At present, around 100 families have
lost their livelihoods and are facing considerable difficulties. This project is highly
essential for improving their living conditions and livelihood.

We expect that, through the implementation of this project, direct employment
opportunities will be provided to around 100 to 150 families in the Virudhachalam
area, and indirect employment opportunities will be provided to around 50 families.
This project will create good employment opportunities» for the local people. Further,
the basic amenities required by the pebple of the area will also be provided.

We will implement the project in a proper manner without causing any adverse
impact to the public or the environment and by ensuring due protection of the
environment. Therefore, | request the authorities to grant permission for the
implementation of this project. We extend our wholehearted support to this project and
request that the project may be implemented. She concluded by thanking everyone for
the opportunity.

2, Thiru. Sakthivel — M/s. TANCEM, Employee, Virudhachalam:

He stated that, | extend my cordial morning greetings to the Chairperson of this
Public Hearing Meeting, the District Environmental Engineer of the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, and all the members of the public gathered here. First of all, |
welcome this project. Through the implementation of this project, employment
opportunities will be provided to the local people in the mining activities. Further, this
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project will also help in bringing the TANCEM Clay Pipe Factory at Vrrudhachalam
back into operation.

The TANCEM Clay Prpe Factory at Virudhachalam has remained non-
| operatronal for the past 10 years due to the non-avarlabrlrty of the required clay. As a
result more than one hundred famrlres have been affected We whoteheartedly extend
,our support to thrs pro;ect I request that thrs project may be lmplemented He
concludecl by thankrng everyone for the opportunrty R

3.T iru.-. Subrz ian - Retired Government E; ployee ‘P.Andrk p ‘km

.He stated that I respectfully extend my greetrngs to the Revenue Department
;ofﬁcrals and Envrronmental Department officials who are present here. | am a retired
Government employee Before jornrng Government servrce the TAMIN company was
operatrng Frre Clay Mrnes m this area. | worked as a contractor in that mrne for a

penod of one year durrng 1 977—78 Earlrer varrous mrnes such as Dalmra Mrnes .

Tube Supply Mrnes Parry Mrnes Thambarar Mrnes and Salem M. M lndustnes were -
: voperatrng rn our vrllage areas Due to these mrnrng act]vrtres the mmeral resources
avarlable rn thrs area were extensrvely extracted and transported elsewhere At
.present the mrneral resources rn thrs area are very lrmrted B Hhe

” Further, as a large extent of agncultural lands had been utrlrzed for mrnrng"
actrvrtres‘ such Iands are now rn the form of pits, mounds and valleys. As a result it
| __has become very drfﬁcult and in many places rmmssrble to undertake agrrculture '

, agarn rn those Iands The sorl resources requlred for agrrculture have also been
affected Earlrer durrng the mrnrng operatrons soil was excavated to depths of about-
35, 40 and 50 feet and was manually carrred on the heads of workers and dumped |
above Subsequently, the excavated sorl was transported by lorries to the
| \frudhachalam area and utrlrzed for the rndustnal estate and industrial purposes there

L Due to the closure of these mrnes the peOpIe of thrs area have lost their

alrrcultural lands, and. ‘the lands have been rendered unsurtable for agrrculture
Therefore _restarting mining actrvrtres in this area would not be in the rnterest of the
_general public.. Further the proposed mlne would not provide significant employment'
opportunrtres to the people of this area. At present, most of the mining actrvrtres are
camed out usrng machrnery Therefore employment opportunities for local people
would be lrmrted to a few jObS such as drivers and machine operators. There would be
very lrmrted opportunrtres for other types of employment for both men and women.
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There is no common public-use land available in our Panchayat. Land is
required for establishing the Panchayat Office and other infrastructure facilities for
public use. Therefore, instead of allocating the remaining lands in this area again for
mining purposes, necessary action should be taken to hand over the lands to the
Panchayat and the local administration and utilize them for public purposes. In
particular, there is no proper playground for nearly ten villages surrounding our
Panchayat. As a result, children are forced to play on the roads. At present, around 35
boys and girls at the P. Andikuppam School are receiving training in Silambam, Karate
and other activities through the Abdul Kalam Foundation. However, the available
space is not sufficient. Therefore, considering the weifare of the children and youth of
this area, land should be allocated for establishing a playground in this locality.

Therefore, | request the Revenue Department officials, Environmental
Department officials and all other concerned authorities not to permit 'mining activities
to be resumed in this area. Instead, necessary action should be taken to utilize the
lands already affected by mining activities for public purposes, playgrounds and other
common purposes of the Panchayat. This mining project is not likely to provide
adequate employment opportunities or sustainable development to the people of this
area. On the contrary, the remaining land resources are also likely to be affected.
Therefore, on behalf of our Panchayat and the general public of this area, we strongly
oppose the resumption of mining activities in this area.

| have previously worked as a contractor in the mining operations. The
establishment of this mine would not provide any significant benefit to the general
public of our area. In particular, there is very little possibility of providing emplbyment
opportunities. Most of the activities would be carried out using machinery. Even at
present, soil is being excavated to depths of about 35 to 50 feet, with the topsoil being
removed and dumped in nearby areas as overburden. If mineral deposits required for
cement manufacturing were found beneath the overburden, only those minerals were

extracted and transported.

However, at present, the mineral deposits required for cement manufacturing in
this area are very limited. Therefore, even if this mine is restarted, there is limited
possibility of the concerned Tamil Nadu Cements Corporation Limited deriving any
significant benefit or profit from the mining activity.- | would also like to state that, based
on the exploration carried out earlier through boréwells in this area, it was found that

the mineral deposits available here are very limited. We strongly urge that permission
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everyone for the opportunity.

t Council President Panikkan Kuppam:

4. Mr. Arokiyac as, F ;nne‘r,Pvanchi ,
. He'state,d-,th?t.. We extend our greetings to the Disttict' R'e‘vénrue ;‘Ofﬁ'éer‘and.t_o
all the officers and officials of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. On behalf of the

People of our Panchayat, we welcome the District Revenue Officer who has come to
attend this public hearing, along with the officers and officials of the Poliution Control

 Board. as well as the farge number of members of the public gathered here. Before
plac;fng-our views on '_r‘e’coﬁrr'd, at this public ‘hearing, | would like to raise an important

e MynamelsAroklyadas | am a ,:.fomer.pgnt:h‘ay‘at‘_ccuvn',cvil. Presndent l héYe. |

been serving as the President of this Panchayat since 2006. Therefore, priority shouid

~ be given here to the views of the people Who e directly connected with and affected
by our Panchayat we _cannot accept peaple from other areas, including

 Virudhachalam; coming here and 'pfésgnﬁﬁg',api‘;s.;pns?vccneem.-ng;paffpaﬁéﬁayat We
- Would ik to register our objection to this at theoutset

.\ am cutently 56 years od. s sad that ths mining area was established even

- Playground be established for the children of our Panchayat, one of the managers at
| thattlme toldus thatthere "\‘)vgs no need for t}he‘fﬁ‘,t’ata‘k’e :édil from this area, He stated
that they already had a factory in Viruchachalam and that the soil available thers was
 sufficient for their needs. He further stated that transporting soil from this location
wouldmcreasemelrexpenses and that there was a difference between the price of

soil available there and the price of soi available hers. Therefore, he said thers was

1o necessity for them to extract solfrom tis location,

At that time, since our Panchayat did not have suffcient land to establish a
p'laygir_pund, .f‘or‘children, we requested permission to use this area for t”hat“pu,‘r,pose.
When children from the Mariamman Temple area came forwarg to use the land and
attempted tq'evstabli‘shr'aipl‘ayg}round, the_manage‘me'ht‘opposed it and filed a police
case. :At_thfaﬂtjtime,f I‘kkr,a‘ised _th_e'ques;t@on:‘ “When we are requesting land for the benefit

e e e e QUesiC e ; _pa_gejbné



and use of our own village, how s it justified to file a pdlice case ageinst our children?”
The Revenue Department ofﬁcuals and authorities are now fully aware of the details
relating to this area. '

The Member of the Legislative Assembly, Mr. Velmurugan, also personally
inspected this area and enquired about the proposal to establish a document
regxstra ion office here. Similarly, a request was made to establish an arts college. In
addition, a request was made to use ap'proximately 10 acres of land in this area
through the Horticulture Department. While we were members of the Panchayat
Council, we passed resolutions regarding these matters and had already submitted
proposals to the concerned departments. The proposal for establishing the document
registration office is also currently pending.

First of aII | would like to point out that the lease for this land has not been
renewed. Since the lease has not been renewed, our position is that there is currently
no possibility or justification for commencing a new mlmng operation here. Therefore,
we register our objection to this proposal at the very outset. We have already passed a
resolution in our Panchayat regarding the purpose for which this land should be used
and submitted it to the concerned officials. In such circumstances, we do not see any
reasonable justification for now proposing to establish a new mimng operation here.

| have been serving as the President of this Panchayat since 2006. Our
Panchayat does not even have adequate public land for its basic needs. Our
Panchayat office itself is functioning within a temple premises. Earlier, when the
District Collector visited the area in person, due to a dispute with the temple
administration, we were instructed to vacate the Panchayat office immediately. At that
time, the situation was that we asked, “How can we vacate the Panchayat office
immediately when there is no alternative land available for the Panchayat office?”
Similarly; approximately 17 acres of land allotted to our Panchayat is eurrently being
used for some other purpose. When our Panchayat does not have sufficient public-
use land of its own, this land is extremely important for the future development of our
Panchayat. |

Even our Panchayat Revenue Office is functioning on temple land. Initially, the
local people also opposed this. After discussions and negotiations with them, an
agreement was reached and the building was constructed there. Likewise, our VPRS
building is also located on temple land. At present, the library building is also situated

Page 8 of 18



on a stream poramboke land with inadequate facilities. In such circumstances, when
we have only a very limited amount of land available for public use, how can it be
justified to use that land again for mining activities? |

) 'k‘_Cbnsic;lrering, the development of our village, this land could be used in the
,fut'ur‘e_ for estabhshmg | a tx_)Hgge. lnsﬁtuﬁons- or offices that can provide 'eniélgymgnt
opportunities may also come here. If this land is used for such public purposes, our
village people will receive "long»-tenn benefits. But if a mine is established, the minerals
are extracted, and the area is ultimately left behind with huge pits, what benefit will our
people receive from it? How ?"r:rla,ny:'erﬁployment opportumti'eswm actually be provided?

It was stated that employment would be provided o 14 people here, Is it reasonable to
. Use such a large extent of land for mining merey o provide employment to 14 people?
e v.Thfe,.r,e;.are;alrgady.; risks of various acmdeﬂts Occumng vin;' vﬂ)g,,,,ex.ilstiﬁg_ miﬂ,ing
pits. Wheh adequate meas;uresfha\(e_ ,nott;vev;én been: takén for -t,hé ,saféty;df the Q,eneral
public, why should adiional mining pits be created? We have already submitted
 authorties regarcing this project, Earier @150, when a pubic hearing was conducted,
an official objection petition was submifted on behalf of the ::'Pahéﬁayét'Pfééi&ént} In

addilon & resolution was passed by the Panhayat Council and submited to the
avontos, L R R

When we have already clearly expre‘ss;ed:?,;.qur:quﬁe'ctién in this ;rh‘a'hhe,r:, _v'fviej_dq -

not uﬂﬁérstand why 'ahother"bublic:hear‘ihg;isibéiﬁgfcdndﬁétéa‘dh"fthé'é}a’nié matter.

 Our primary view is that this mining Project is not required for our village. This land is
‘ﬁfe‘ﬁédéd;’fbl‘fﬁléffﬁ‘fufé’d:e\‘)éloﬁmﬁehtbf‘buriPan¢haV?t.‘ L S R

 Furthermore, the mining pis that were excavated many years ago have sl not

| béen'clesed, | am currently 58 years old. Some of the pits that | have seen fsv‘ih"céﬁ'my,
| ndition even today. When we submit petitiehs,'»to the
District Collector requesting '-ﬂiat‘pits‘éxcay;ateu ?-byiprivateﬂ companies be immediately
| élésﬁed,j ﬁ‘éctio‘n':i's*"takeh:'aga»inst‘the concerned companies, But why have the pits
created through géVé'rnM}eht’-'rfe’l‘atiad -r’n'iriingk‘ac’:tivitiesﬂ not been completely closed even
tothisday» | | =

childhood are still in the same co

People hévé prbteSted ln véridus Wa'ys,demanding that the mining pits in 'éreas
including Dalmia be vclb’séd. There ha’v,eveVen been instances of loss of life in some
places. There are 'r'niningfpits that were created many years ago on both government



and private lands that still remain unclosed, and various acctdents have occurred in
them. How many petmons have members of the public submitted requestmg that these
pits be closed? What action has been taken so far? We have not received any clear
answer to these questions.

- In such circumstances, when the authorities have not even been able to close
the existing pits, why should new mining pits be created again? What income or long-
term benefit is going to accrue to our people from this? Therefore, on behalf of our
Panchayat, we register our complete objection to this mining project. This project
should not be permitted. We will officially record our objection and submit it to the
concerned departments. If necessary, we will also submit written objection petitions to
the District Revenue Officer and the District Collector.

Even after that, if the project is proceeded with without consldenng our
objections, we would like to make it clear that we will be compelled to pursue all
remedies available to us under the law. ConsMenng the development of our
Panchayat, the safety of the general public, and the future needs of our people, we
strongly urge that permission should not be granted to establish a mining operation in
this area. He concluded by thanking everyone for the opportunity.

5. Mr. P. Sureshkumar, P. Andikkuppam:

He stated that, the amount mentioned in connection with the value of this
project is Rs. 30 Lakh. However, you have stated that our Panchayat will receive an
annual income of approximately Rs. 1 Crore. In this situation, for how many years are
you planning to operate this quarry and extract miherals? Are you planning to operate
it for five years?

Already, the quarries that operated in our area approximately 70 years ago have not
been properly closed or rehabilitated. As a result of the impacts' caused by these
abandoned quarry areas, several people have lost their lives. In particular, around five
to six people have died. However, to date, we have not received adequate
compensation or proper rehabilitation measures for the damages and impacts cahsed.

In this situation, you are now proposing to establish an additional quarry over
an area of 6.59 hectares and extract minerals from it. The impacts that may arise from
this will be vegry'signiﬁcant. In particular, there is a school located opposite the site
where this project is proposed to be established. During blasting and mineral
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extraction activities at the quarry, the soil particles and dust generated may directly
affect the students studying at the school

The school has students ranglng from young children up to those studying in
' Class Xil. Therefore the dust soil partlcles vrbratlons and other impacts ansmg from
the quarry operatlons could affect the health of the students as well as thelr
educatlonal envrronment Therefore establlshrng thls quarry in such close proxlmlty to

| the school would not be safe for the general publlc partlcularly the school students

For this reason, we strongly object to the project and request that the necessary
permlsslon} should, not be granted for its implementation. Based on the above,reasons,
we hereby formally register our objection to this project. | '

6. Thiru. . P32 nikkankuppam:

Anthoniraj,

He stated that, my house is located on the southern side of this area: Already,
- three of my: cattle have died. Further, three persons: have also lost their lives in this
area. Therefore, we have serious concerns and,apprehen_slons regarding the,lmpacts '
~ that may arise due to excavation and mining activities in this area. | hereby express
my: strong opposrtion to the proposed mine and state that this mlnlng pro;ect rs not

required in this. area

"whether the pro;ect would cause env:ronmental rmpacts such as dust pollutron
affectlng the general pubhc and whether it would cause any adverse effects on
‘ agnculture Therefore, we feel that it would be better if thls prolect is not establlshed in
‘this area. She concluded by thankmg everyone for the opportunlty ' K

| 8. Tm ,Phllomrna Pamkkanku a

v She stated that l am the former Presrdent of the Panlkkankuppam Vlllage
, Panchayat On behalf of all the resrdents of our vullage, _we express our opposrtron to
this pro;ect

- He stated tha.t,l extend my greetings to the District Revenue Officer, the District
Environmental Engineer, and everyone who has participated in this Public Hearing

Meeting. N
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Our natural resources and livelihoods are in a situation where they are likely to
be severely affected by this white clay mining prOJect I am currently 49 years old. As
stated by our Village Panchayat President, in the past, people from our area used to
carry approximately 100 kg of white clay in a pan and undertake strenuous physical
labour. However, there is no history of anyone having led a prosperous life through the
occupation of extracting white clay. We have personally witnessed several persons
who were engaged in this work suffenng from health problems and subsequently
losing their lives.

Persons such as Ayyakkannu, Kothandapani and Vadivelu were engaged in
this work from their young age. | have personally witnessed them, after performing
strenuous physical labour at a young age, suffering from various health problems
during their later years. The only benefit they received from the white clay extraction
work was the wages earned for their physical labour. They undertook the work only to
support their families during periods of poverty, and it cannot be said that their families
lived a prosperous life through this occupation.

If you wish to understand our situation directly, | request that you do not merely
hear the views expressed in this Public Hearing Meeting and take a degision. Instead,
| request the authorities to visit our village in person and conduct a ground-level
assessment of the situation. Nearly more than 25 acres of land have already been
excavated. As a result our drinking water sources have been severely affected. The
groundwater level has gone down considerably. Further, after the commencement of
NLC mining activities, the river in our area no longer has the natural flow that existed
earlier.

Earlier, when water accumulated in the areas where white clay had been
extracted, the people used to bathe there, catch fish and consume the fish as food. At
present, these livelihood opportunities have also been greatly affected. Varioi.xs natural
resources that supported our livelihood are now gradually becoming unusable.

Further, there is a school located very close to the proposed mining project. If
the mine is established, the young children studying there may also be severely
affected. In particular, dust and air pollution generated from the mining activities may
adversely affect the health of the children. Considering the extent of the impacts that
may be caused to our land, water resources, livelihoods and the lives of the general
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public, we strongly oppose and condemn the establishment of this mining project. He
concluded by thanking everyone for the opportunity.

He stated that, the mines that were operated earlier have not been completely
‘ciosed even to this day and remain open and exposed As a result, ‘several accidents
_have occurred in our area. So far the concerned authontres have not taken adequate
: ’faction to properly close these mines and lmplement the necessary safety measures

Sir. You can directly see that several mines located within our Panchayat area
- are lying open and in an unsafe condition. ‘When a large number of accrdents have
_.already. occurred due to the exrsting mines, we are very much concerned and
apprehensive. about the extent of the impacts and accrdents that may occur if another
new mining proiect IS now commenoed in the area We strongly urge that penmssron
should not be granted for estabiishing the mine in thrs area S ‘ '

" He stated that the excavation and mrmng actrvrties wrii cause various |mpacts
to the generai pubho ananiy, agncuiture wnii be severeiy affected Secondiy, in our'
| area, groundwater was previously available ata depth of around 170 feet. At present,
water can be obtamed only by dnlling borewells to depths of more than 300 feet,
; Further changes. have atso been observed in the taste of the groundwater

~Under these crrcumstances rf mrnmg actrvrties are undertaken the groundwater'
level may decime further resultrng in severe impacts on the avaiiabilrty of dnnkrng
'water and water required for agricuiture in the future We strongly urge that permission
should not be granted for establishing the mine in this area.

"He stated that Vanakkam Srr My name is Arokiyadas, and lama resndent of
Pamkkankuppam Viilage At present there is a serious lack of safety and secunty in
our area Severai antn-socrai activrties are taking piace there. ' o

Earirer a watchman was availabie at the site. He monrtored the persons vrsrting
the area and prevented unauthorized persons from entenng the premrses However at
present, there is no watchman, and no proper compound wall or fencing has been
provided around the area. Partlcuiarly during night hours, it is ‘very difficult and unsafe
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for people to pass through the area. Anyone can enter and leave the premises without
any monitoring. : '

People from outside areas are bringing garbage and dumping it at the site.
During the rainy season, this garbage and waste may mix with the rainwater and affect
the groundwater. We are using the same groundwater for drinking purposes.
Therefore, there is also a risk of adverse impacts on the health of the general public.
About five years ago, there was also an incident in which the body of a murdered
person was brought and dumped at the site by someone. Such incidents cause
serious fear and apprehension among us.

Further, during the evening hours, around 100 children wait in the area for
buses. When the watchman was available earlier, he used to monitor the children and
prevent them from entering unsafe areas. At present, this facility is also not available.
The site is currehtly not being properly maintained. During the réiny season, water
accumulates in the area. When children run and play, they may unknowingly enter
such places without knowing what is present there, reéulting in accidents. Two or three
such incidents have already occurred, and the same have also been recorded.

During night hours, anti-social activities are taking place frequently. There are
also inadequate lighting facilities in the area. It has become difficult even to identify
who is entering or leaving the premises. In particular, children and members of the
public passing through the area during night hours have serious apprehensions
regarding their safety.

Therefore, considering the safety and security of the residents, we request that
proper fencing or a compound wall be provided around the area, adequate lighting
facilities be arranged, a watchman be appointed, and the site be properly maintained
on a continuous basis. Further, as the area is presently unsafe,y we also request that
no mining activities of any kind be undertaken at the site unﬁl adequate safety and
security meaSures are provided. We strongly urge that permission should not be
granted for establishing the mine in this area. He concluded by thanking everyone for
the opportunity. '

13. Thiru. Mark, Retired Teacher, Panikkankuppam:

He stated that, this mining activity causes various impacts to the general public.
In particular, all sections of the people, including school-going students, elderly

persons and farmers, are affected. »
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Further, during the extraction of white clay in the mining area, there have been
incidents in which several persons accidentally fell into the mine and lost their lives. As
a result, the safety of the general public has become a matter of serious concern.

Agricultural yield is also belng affected due to the mlnmg actlvrtles Therefore
GOnsrdenng the welfare and safety of the general publtc and the lnterests of
agnculture 1 request that permrssron should not be granted for establlshlng the mine in
this vrllage We strongly urge that permrsslon should not be granted for establlshmg
the mine in this area.

14. Thiru, Alith Anthoniraj, Panik j**nku pam:

He stated that In the Dalmla open-cast mrne operatmg in this area, there has
already been an mcrdent in whlch a person accrdentally fell into one of the excavated
pits and lost hlS lrfe Earlrer also cattle such as goats and cows had tallen rnto these
prts The members of the publlc themselves had to go there and make consrderable
ﬂefforts to rescue them On such occasrons rt was not observed that any Government
Department ofﬁcials had lmmedrately amved and taken necessary actlon The ofﬁcrals
appear to visit the site only after a fatal incident has occurred. = '

When a chlld falls into an Open borewell prt rmmedrate concem and action are
taken However it rs not understandable why the Government has not so far taken
| appropnate action to completely ‘close and secure these open-cast mming areas
: which are in such a dangerous condltron There is a questron among the general
| }publro as to whether thrs srtuatron Is not known to the Government or to the concemed
: Department ofﬁcrals S b : ‘

| Further the students resrding in thls area are requrred to travel to other parts of
Cuddalore District for higher educatlon In partlcular a Government Arts and Science
College ora srmrlar educatronal institution should be establlshed in this area |tselff
‘ Thls would greatly benefit students belonglng to poor and mrddte—class famtlres

: Srmrlarly, the road in this area is very narrow A school is also Iocated adjacent
to the exrstmg road. As school students have to cross the road, trafﬁc congestlon is
already occurnng In thrs srtuatron if heavy vehrcle traffic assocrated with the mining
activities i increases, there isa possrbrllty that the risk of accrdents will also increase.

Therefore, considering the safety of the general public, the existing open-cast
mine should be properly closed and the area should be completely rehabilitated and
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brought to a safe condition. Thereafter, the Government should take steps to utilize
the area for' the welfare of the general public by providing public-use facilities such as
a Govemment Arts and Science College and a playground. In particular, there is not
even a proper playground avallable for the students in this area. We strongly urge that
permission should not be granted for establishing the mine in this area.

15. Thiru. Arokiyadas, Former President, Panikkankuppam Village Panchayat:

He stated that, this Public Hearing Meeting is an important event that should be
conducted by inviting all members of the public and obtaining their views and opinions.
However, since this meeting is being conducted on a working day, most of the
members of the public have been unable to participate. This has created an
apprehension among the people that the meeting is being conducted without
adequate awareness among the general public.

There are more than 5,000 people residing in this village. However, even 100
persons have not attended this meeting. In an area with such a large population, the
question arises as to why an important event intended to obtain the views of the public
should be conducted on a working day. Proper publicity and notice regarding the
Public Hearing Meeting should be provided in such a manner that the information
reaches all members of the publi’c. Notices should be issued through the concerned
offices. Information should also be conveyed from house to house, and proper
arrangements should be made to enable all members of the public to participaté in the
meeting.

Therefore, my request is that the present Public Hearing Meeting may be kept
in abeyance and that a fresh meeting may be conducted on a holiday after giving
proper and advance notice to the general public. On that day, all members of the
public should be invited, and their views and opinions should be fully heard and
recorded. Conducting the Public Hearing by obtaining the views of only a few persons
and concluding the meeting, and thereafter stating that the consent of the entire
general public has been obtained, would not constitute a proper public consultation
process.

The present Public Hearing Meeting is kept in abeyance and that the Public
Hearing Meeting is conducted afresh on a holiday, after issuing proper notice and
making arrangements to ensure the participation ¢f all members of the public. | hereby
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place on record my objection and views in this regard in this meeting. He concluded by
thanking everyone for the opportumty

Thereafter the Drstrlct Envrronmental Englneer Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
'Board Cuddalore once agarn extended his greetrngs and expressed h|s heartfelt
',fh_anke tg all fhnse whn had attendpq the Pr__blrr' Heanna Meel;_na and recorded thelr
vrews He further stated that Tmt Srlambarathr, \rrudhachalam and Thiru. Sakthlvel
Vrrudhachalam had expressed their support for the proposed project and recorded
their views in favour of the pro;ect. He also stated that Thiru. Subramanran, Thiru.

* Arokiyadas, Thiru. Sureshkumar, Thiru. Anthoniraj, Tmt. Kavitha, Tmt. Philomina and
some bfhefs?had"expressefd‘ their opposition to the proposed project. While the District
'Envrronmental Engrneer was stating the above, there ‘was commotron among the
members of the publrc = i .

One of the members of the publrc stated that it takes nearly twenty years for a
Jackfrurt tree, after belng planted and grown, to start bearrng fruit. Slmllarly, a cashew :
: _}itree«s.@also glves good yreld only aafter growrng for several years Under such

,crrcumstances, the deposmon of powder and dust in thls area would adversely affect
agncultural productron Although frults are ‘produced in. large quantrtres in thls area,

,,;farmers are unable o utilize. them properly due to the lack of adequate facrlmes for'
s their preservatlon and processmg Therefore necessary measures should be taken to
g .:preserve and process perrshable frurts and vegetables

In partrcular farmers suffer conslderable lesses due to. the wastage of cashew ST

ruit. Even when a hrgh yleld is obtarned dunng a season farmers do not receive an '
vapproprrate pnce for thelr produce At tlmes mstead of purchasrng the produce there
"‘are srtuatrons where the produce is brought and dumped Therefore processrng
lndustrres for such agricultural produce should be establlshed Thls would provrde
pnate mcome to farmers as well as generate employment opportunrtles for the

local people

» Srmrlarly, ,durrng seasohs when mangoes are produced in large quantitles

: _steps should be taken to prevent therr wastage and promote small-scale processlng
industries. Various value-aoded products sucn as dried mango producis, pICKles and

‘mango pulp can be prepared using mangoes. Further, various small-scale food
processing activities, such as the preparation of dried drumstick products, can also be
established. | S
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instead of uhdertaking such measures, the proposed projeét may result in the
~ creation of plts land excavated areas, thereby increasing the risk of various accidents
and fatalities. There are records of incidents in ,whicrzh a mother and child accidentally
fell into such pits and lost ther lives, as well as incidénts 'ianlving the death of cattle.
Further, such areas may also become. places where alcohol consumption,
disputes and various illegal activities take place. Considering the possibility of various
such problems arising, he expressed his view that the matter of how the support

expressed by some persons for the proposed project could be accepted should be
carefully considered.

Thereafter, the District Revenue Officer, Cuddalore, stated that this public
hearing is being conducted specifically to hear and record your views. You have
expressed your opposition to the project and submitted your comments, which have
been duly recorded. The fact that two persons from Virudhachalam Taluk have
expressed their support for the project does not mean that their views have to be
accepted. They have merely expressed their opinions. Similarly, the objections and
concerns expressed by you have also been duly recorded. He further stated that the
views expressed by persons from Virudhachalam Taluk would not be considered as
the views of the people of this village. '

The District Environmentél Engineer, 'Tami‘l Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Cuddalore,'inforymed the gathering that any other members of the public who wished to
express their views could do so. He further stated that those who wished to submit'any
written peﬁtiohs could hand them over during the meeting. The DEE further informed
that all the vieWs, opinions and representations recorded during the meeting would be
forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) After
~ expressing his gratitude to all those who had participated in the meetmg, he declared
that the Public Hearing Meetmg was concluded.

- Also, 40 petitions received from the public regarding this proposed projeCt are
attached herewith.

(\\\ OY \g,,v \0\\
ent: IEnglneer(alc) - District Reveénue Officer,

District Envir
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, : Cuddalore District,
Cuddalore. Cuddalore.
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