MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING FOR OBTAINING
EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (SEIAA) - TAMIL NADU FOR THE PROPOSED
BLACK GRANITE QUARRY OF M/S. TAMIL NADU MINERALS LIMITED,
VEERANAM BLACK GRANITE QUARRY, OVER AN EXTENT OF 13.74.0
HECTARE LOCATED AT S.F.NOS. 74/(P), 126/1A, 127 AND 144/1 OF
VEERANAM VILLAGE, THANDRAMPATTU TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI
DISTRICT, CONDUCTED ON 22.08.2025 AT 11.00 AM IN M/S. SRI
VENKATESHWARA THIRUMANA MAHAL, SATHANUR DAM ROAD,
SATHANUR VILLAGE, THANDRAMPATTU TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI
DISTRICT.

Present:

1. | Thiru. S. RajaKumar Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tiruvannamalai.

2. | Tmt. T. Kalaiselvi District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai District.

3. | Thiru. V. Kathirvelan Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

4, |Dr. E. Ganesan Manager,
TAMIN,
Chennai.

5. | Thiru. C. Kathiravan Manager,
TAMIN,

Villupuram. '

6. | Tmt, Salammal Village Administrative Officer,
Veeranam,

Tiruvannamalai District.

7. | Public and NGOs 29 persons (list enclosed).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruvannamalai who presided the
public Hearing meeting, the Government officials, the public & the NGOs
and explained thé need of the Public Hearing for obtaining Environmental

Clearance for the proposed Black granite quarry as follows.

“The public hearing meeting is being conducted for the proposed

project of M/s, Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited, Veeranam Black Granite
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Quarry, over an extent of 13.74.0 hectare in Veeranam Village,
Thandrampattu Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District for obtaining prior
Environmental Clearance from the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA) as per the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification
2006.”

As per EIA Notification 2006, the mining projects (Individual or
Cluster) having extent above 5 hectare requires prior Environmental
Clearance from the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority. This
public hearing meeting will be recorded and submitted in the form of audio
and video to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority.
Accordingly, the public notice for this public hearing was published in
dailies of “The Times of India” (English) & “Daily Thanthi” (Tamil) on
17.07.2025 with the approval of the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai for
the proposed Black granite quarry of M/s. Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited,
Veeranam Black Granite Quarry, which is to be conducted at M/s. Sri
Venkateshwara Thirumana Mahal, on 22.08.2025 @ 11.00AM.

The District Environmental Engineer further stated that the project
proponent will explain the proposed quarry project and its Environmental
Impact Assessment Study report details through power point presentation.
Following the presentation, the general public and NGOs can express their
views, suggestions and comments on the said project one by one either in
oral or in written format during when; the public should tell their name and
their village name. The opinions & suggestions of the public &
environmentalists will be recorded and submitted to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority. Thereafter, the authority will consider the
issue of Environmental Clearance to this proposed quarry. The Revenue
Divisional Officer, Tiruvannamalai will inaugurate the public hearing
meeting thereafter the project proponent will explain the Environmental

Impact Assessment Study report.”

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruvannamalai requested the project
proponent to explain about the proposed rough stone and gravel quarry and

the Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by them to the



public in detail and general public to mention their name and their village
name while express their views, suggestions and comments on the said

project.

Thiru. E. Ganesan, Manager, TAMIN explained the details of the
project and the Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by them

through power point presentation.

Subsequently, the Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruvannamalai
requested the public to express their views/suggestions/comments in oral

or written statement one by one.

The following are the views/suggestions/comments represented by the

public.

1. Public, Veeranam Village

He stated, they are dumping all the waste here only. Those wastes are
being fallen in our fields only. We can't even graze our cattle. The cattle run
away screaming. Due to the trucks driving by, our crops are not growing
properly. Qur crops are not yielding well due to the deposition of dust, stone
on the land. We're unable to cultivate the groundnut crop and we're
incurring huge losses. This quarry is a great hindrance to the farmers. If you
could ensure that the farmers are not disturbed, we would be very grateful.

With that he concluded his speech.

2. Thiru. Elumalai, Veeranam Village

He stated, T'm a farmer. The operation of the Veeranam quarry is
causing damage to our agricultural lands due to falling of stones and dust.
The dust is affecting our lands, and also causing damage to water resources.
Our neighboring farmers are struggling to get enough water to irrigate their
crops. Due to the deep excavation by the quarry, our water resources are
not sufficient. We request that you take appropriate action and grant
permissions with proper documentation. We have ﬁo objection if it's done
with proper procedures. I have heard that permission has been granted for

sand mining near our agricultural lands. I request you to conduct an



enquiry and make a decision in this regard. With that, he concluded his

speech.

3. Thiru. Sathish, Veeranam Village

He stated, 'Greetings to everyone. Welcome to all the government
officials who have arrived. 15 years ago, we obtained stay order and stopped
the quarrying operations in our village. The farmers in this village use to
collect and remove the fallen stones from our lands very often. This caused
significant air pollution. Now, they're saying they want to bring it back. They
will transport the stones through roads, which can lead to accidents and will
also affect our children. 15 years ago, we have already stopped the
quarrying operations with a stay order. Bringing it back will affect our water
bodies, and due to heavy rainfall, the lake bunds can breach at any time.

You can't assure the safety for this. With that, he concluded his speech.

4. Thiru. Manikandan, Veeranam Village

He stated, 'Greetings to everyone., The Veeranam quarry has been a
struggle for the people for a long time. For the past 20 years, they have been
mining the stones from our village causing damage to the environment, and
roads. All these activities shall be stopped immediately. 1 also request the
unit authorities to rectify the damages caused in the roads and to protect

the environment by planting trees.” With that, he concluded his speech.

5. Thiru. Kuppan, Veeranam Village

He stated, 'My agriculture land is located just adjacent to this quarry.
We are cultivating crops here, and the crops are affected because of the dust
emission. We are having a open well of 13 feet depth, If they will dig 200-300
feet depth, we will lead to face water scarcity. We don't want this stone

quarry. With that, he concluded his speech.



6.Thiru. Natraj, Veeranam Village

He greeted everyone who has arrived. Our village is having a one lake
of area 80 Acres and this Granite quarry is located downstream of this lake.
Because of mining of stones from the quarry the bunds for the lake were
disappeared. During heavy rajnfali, the water from the lake flows to the
Paddy agricultural lands of area 200-300 Acres. When they transport waste
through earth roads the dust settles on our neighboring millet fields,
affecting crop yields. The vehicles are moving fastly on earth road causing
dust to settle on our millet fields, damaging crops like black gram. Please
see how much damage is being done. Thank you.' With that, he concluded

his speech.

7. Thiru, Chandra Prakash, Veeranam Village

He stated, 'I have worked in this quarry sector for 22 years., We had
already closed this quarry when [ was a child. We know how our village was
before the operation of this granite quarry and we know how it is now, We
were children then and now our village has developed. This quarry is located
300 meters distance from our village. If you run this quarry after obtaining
permission, there won't be water for our next generation. Our village is
facing water scarcity. After the closure of this quarry only, our village seems
to be green. If the quarry will come into commission again, our water
resources will be reduced. We'll have to leave our village With our children if
the quarry resumes. Please stop this. If not, we will approach the District
Collector and we have already approached the High Court. We will approach
again. We don't want this quarry. I am working in a quarry in another
village, but here, it will deplete our water resources. It's not necessary for
our 'village, and it won't benefit us. Our village will be ruined. Please stop

this. Thank you. With that, she concluded his speech.

8. Tmt. Lakshmi, Veeranam Village

She stated, 'They have encroached upon our patta land and mined
stones from the quarry. She requested to remove the stones and restore the

land so that we can cultivate crops. With that, she concluded his speech.



9. Thiru. Arivazhagan, Environmentalist, Veeranam Village

He stated, 'I'm from Sathanur village, which is part of the Veeranam
union. The Public hearing meeting is being conducted here to grant
permission to TAMIN. Through this meeting, we would like to express our
opposition starting from the beginning of this project, which will affect the
environment. As, Veeranam village has been facing numerous problems due
to the granite quarry operated by TAMIN for the past 25 years. The villagers
have suffered in all aspects, including loss of life, property, and livelihood.
Agriculture will be severely affected. You have informed that you are going to
operate the quarry at a depth of 100 feet, which will affect the groundwater
table and irrigation sources. Most farmers here have open wells that are
only 10-13 feet depth. If you are excavating deeply it will affect the water
resources for agriculture. Already, there is one non-operational quarry
which have obtained stay order from the High Court, and we request that
you should not allow this quarry to operate in this area. We shouldn't allow
the stone quarry to operate in this area again. Although the pollution control
board says everything is fine, if the central and state governments take a
closer look, they'll see that even in the current situation, people living within
a 10-kilometer radius of this quarry are suffering from lung-related diseases
due to environmental pollution. The pollution from the quarry has already
caused health issues, including kidney stones. Similarly, you are destroying
the natural resources of our village and implementing the thousand crores
revenue government projects that do not benefit any of our surrounding
villages. The mining of minerals will cause environmental damage and
health hazards. We oppose the setting up of any granite quarry in Sathanur
and Veeranam areas under any circumstances. We request that you don't
grant environmental clearance for this project. Thank you.' With that, he

concluded his speech.



10. Thiru, Sathishkumar, Sathanur

He stated, 'Arivu anna has spoken clearly about the quarry. This is a
natural resource, and we are born here with this land. Excavating and
taking of stones from here is like cutting and taking of our hands and legs.
There's no doubt that it will cause immense damage. Instead of explosives, If
you apply chemicals up to 15 feet depth and 5 feet width it will still harm
the soil and environment and even the pollution control board knows how
much damage it will cause. You're exploiting natural resources without
utilizing human resources. Instead of mining stones and earning Rs.
50,000, we should use our human resources and youth to create
employment opportunities. We should focus on sustainable development
and not exploit natural resources. Our nation should completely drop the
exploitation of natural resources. We should prioritize human resources and
sustainable development over extracﬁng natural resources. Nature is our
livelihood, and we should protect it. Let's learn to live with nature instead of

exploiting it. Thank you.' With that, he concluded his speech.

11.Thiru., Gowtham, Veeranam Village

He stated, 'We don't need a stone quarry in our village. The quarry
causes significant noise pollution which will affect wildlife and environment.
The explosives used by them. pose a risk to human life, and there's also a
risk of water scarcity. The quarry will lead to water pollution, air pollution,
and noise pollution. Therefore, we don't need TAMIN in our village. Please
don't allow the TAMIN company to operate a stone quarry in our village.'

With that, he concluded his speech.

12.Thiru. Raja, Veeranam Village

He stated, 'We live near the quarry, and its impact is felt up to 2
kilometers away. We know the effects because we too drive vehicles. Please
don't install crushers or mine granite. Agriculture is already suffering. Due
to the lake work, laborers are not available, and farming is running at a
loss. We planted four crops, but all four were affected. After the lake work
started, laborers aren't coming. How will farmers survive if this continues?

Please make a good decision. We've already submitted multiple petitions.
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They are riding harssely near the lake and temple. If this continues, the
country will be ruined. I've sent many petitions, including to Tiruvannamalai
and Chennai, but there's no use. Only those with influential power get

respect. With that, he concluded his speéch

13.Thiru. Chandrakasan, Veeranam Village

He stated, 'We don't need the Veeranam stone quarry. It won't benefit
us even a singie rupee, but it will ruin .our village. We don't need this quarry,
as it won't bring us any profit. They're earning crore and crores of rupees
from our village, but they've never done any welfare for our village. They only
care about their profits. We can't even cultivate crops properly. If you could
provide us with protection to maintain our crops, it would be great. This
quarry will affect agriculture. Please take necessary steps to prevent the

quarry from operating.' With that, he concluded his speech.

The following 1 no. of the public have expressed their opinion in

writing on the proposal of this Rough stone quarry.

S.No Name&: Place Comment
1. Village People, Expressed opposition to the
Veeranam, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai.

As there were no views/comments raised further, District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai, with the approval of Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tiruvannamalai, has announced that the meeting came to an end with the

vote of thanks.

Enclosures:

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper
Tamil & English dated 17.07.2025 for notifying the public hearing
meeting])

2. The certificate issued by the Village Administrative Office for the Audio
announcement and issue of notices.

3. Attendance sheet at the public hearing (13 pages/29 persons).
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4. Audio & Video (DVD - Disc 1) of the public hearing proceedings.

5. Photographs of the public hearing/Summary in English & Tamil,
submitted by the Project Proponent.

6. EIA Report & Executive summary (Tamil & English).

DN W
Distric Qié)n‘ h 3:%1 Engineer, Revenule Divisional Officer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, (" /‘)Tiruvannamalai.
Tiruvannamalai.
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