DETAILS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING HELD IN BELL MAHAL, KODANGIPATTI
VILLAGE, BODINAYAKANUR TALUK, THENI DISTRICT AT 10.00 AM ON 25.11.2025
REGARDING OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE PROPOSED
ORDINARY STONE QUARRY TO BE ESTABLISHED IN AN AREA OF 1.69.00
HECTARES AT S.F.NO. 3/1, KODANGIPATTI VILLAGE, BODINAYAKKANUR TALUK,
THENI DISTRICT

PARTICIPANTS;-

Thiruvalargal:-

1. The District Revenue Officer, Theni District.
(The District Revenue Officer participated in the meeting on the instructions of
the District Collector)

N

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Theni
District.

The Assistant Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Theni District.

The Assistant Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Theni District.

The Tahsildar, Bodinayakanur, Theni District

o | » @

The Village Administrative Officer, Kodangipatti, Bodinayakanur Taluk, Theni
District.

N

Revenue Inspector, Kodangipatti, Bodinayakanur Taluk, Theni District.

Project Consultant, Global Mining Solutions, Salem

Public and Social Welfare Activists (List of 199 persons is attached.)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Theni in
his welcome address, he said, “Good morning to all, I welcome the District Revenue Officer
and other government officials who have come to preéfﬁe over this Public hearing meeting
and all the public. This public hearing meeting is conducted to obtain the approval of the
Environmental Assessment Authority for the proposed quarry by Thiru.M.Suriychelvan in
an area of 1.69.00 hectares in Kodangipatti village, Bodinayakanur Taluk. The project
consultant, Global Mining Solutions has come to explain this project in detail. Please

express your views patiently and briefly,” he said.

The Project Consultant, Global Mining Solutions, Salem gave a detailed
explanation of the project and its environmental impact through a power point
presentation.



Following this, the public and social activists who attended the consultation meeting
expressed their views as follows.

1.

Thiru.Murugan, Pannaithoppu:-

He said, "If he (Suriyachelvan) gets this quarry, there will be more employment. He will
give us sand at a lowaprice". 7

Tmt.Andivammal, Thoppupatti;-

She said, “If he (Suriyachelvan) gets this quarry, it will be useful for all of us. All the
villages in this area will buy sand from him and be good beneficiaries. Furthermore,
we get a lot of concessions. He will never say no to anything we ask for, whether it's for
the temple or anything else. This is very beneficial for us. If he gets it, it will be very
useful for us. I am living without a husband. If we ask for gravel, he will bring it at
that very moment. Otherwise, we all have to search for people to get it. If I tell him that
I need soil or gravel, he brings it at that very moment. [ can’t go to any other place like
this and this is very beneficial for us. We need this”.

Thiru. Eswaran, Kodangipatti;-

He said, “We will only get a livelihood if the quarry opens. Only if this quarry opens in
Kodangipatti of Theni district, we will get a livelihood. He is helping us by giving
everything at a low price. This quarry is our livelihood. It should be opened. This is my
humble request.

Thiru.Loganathan, Kodangipatti;-

He said, “How many people have come from Kodangipatti? Raise your hand. I
really thank you all for coming. I don’t know who called you or how they called you.
Now, those who spoke before said that “if you open this, livelihood will improve”.
Livelihood will not improve. Here, the Western Ghats and the Kottakudi River has
become a Kettakudi River. It has become a place for dumping garbage. It has become a
place for sewage to mix. Kottakudi has now become a Kettakudi River. The Western
Ghats have completely become a quarry. The Rani Mangammal road traffic has
completely become Taurus truck traffic. All the streams are turning into roads. If this
continues like this, our livelihood and the livelihood of our children will be affected.
Earlier, they used to say, “We won’t get rice, we have to eat soil.” If it continues like
this, there will be no soil either.

The quarrymen have brought people here saying that this quarry will improve the

~ livelihood of the people. Please don't say that this quarry will improve the livelihood of

the people. Our people, our children and grandchildren will not be able to live in the
future. Now they have built a separate bridge on the Kottakudi River and completely
converted the cultivated lands to their liking. They negotiated with the farmers for a
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“small price and left 70 percent of the 100 percent in their pbssession. Can you drink
water by digging in the river now? Now the water is coming directly to your house, So
that you are disregard for water. Since water is coming to this Kottakudi, you can
bathe in that water, can you drink that water? You can bathe beautifully in the spring .
in the past. As Veerappan said, "It is clear to see that this country and its people are
going to ruin."

There are many quarries in the Western Ghats from that end to this end. There is
a lot of traffic. You cannot go back behind a track on a two-wheeler. So much dust will
get in your eyes. You have to wear glasses. Will the farmers wear helmet and come to
the nearby agri land here? It has been so ruined. Please tell the truth, instead of
saying that we came to the public hearing meeting just like that and they gave
something. We need to take this resource, our soil, to our people, our grandchildren.
Now, quarry vehicles cannot go towards Valaiyapatti. I sincerely thank the people of
Valaiyapatti. Since the people of Valaiyapatti have partially blocked traffic on that side
and people of Kodangipatti do not notice it. Can the farmers go by that way? Can the
deadbodies be taken to the crematorium by that way? Ten carts, tractors, and lorries
arrive before they can take them. I have to live in this Kodangipatti better than what
my grandfather lived. We do not want this quarry. Enough is enough. Thank you for
actually participating in the public hearing meeting of this quarry. This should be
seriously reconsidered. It is my humble request that we do not want this quarry,”
Thiru.Subbaraj;- ‘
He said, “This quarry has been running for the past thirty years without any harm to

the general public. Now, if a person suddenly says so, we cannot accept it. Our people
definitely need the quarry. We cannot go to another district or another taluk for stone.
I request you to definitely fulfill this request for us.”

Thiru. Balasubramanian, Kodangipatti;-

He said, “What if we all reject the request to set up this quarry or not? The quarry
people will reduce the price only if there are more quarries. If there is only one quarry,
what they set up is the law. In that case, the government has a legal framework in
| place to allow you to establish a quarry as per government regulations. If it is
appropriate, then let it go, and if it is not, then don't let it go. But only if there are
many quarries, we can buy an item at a discount of 100 to 200 rupees for a contract
or to build a house. Ask them to reduce the price. Tell them not to go to the
neighboring state. I express my wish by saying that if this quarry runs by following the

regulations, it will be beneficial for the public and us.”



7. Thiru.Anbu Selvam, Pannaithoppu;-

He said, “The person Murugappa was not born in a big millionaire’s house. He was
born in an ordinary poor family like us and grew up to this point. He has our co
operation and his generous nature. Similarly, if this quarry is caught by a big boss,
poor people like us will not be able to buy stone and build houses and live
comfortably. It is not that many accidents have happened because this lorry went to
dust. He is talking about competition. Please, the District Collector should investigate
this and if he has this quarry, we the public will live well.”

8. Tmt.Pandiammal, Pannaithoppu;-

She said, “It would be good for us if Suriyachelvan were there. We are building a
temple. He gives us sand and soil. I am living without husband. We build a house, he
gives us soil and stones as soon as we ask. If we had him, we could build a house and
be fine. Please give this to Suriyachelvan.”
9. Thiru.Amuthakumar;-

He said, “I have come to say no to the quarry projects that being here. The question
should be why. If there is no question of why, there is no life. We have many ways to
earn income. Even if the money I earn today is torn, we can print other money. If you
break the mountains here, do you know when they will sprout again? They will never
sprout. We have to ask who gave us the right to destroy something that we cannot get
back. The water source will be affected, the groundwater will be reduced, and does
anyone here know how many decibels of noise will be produced if a bomb explodes?
The legal permissible noise given by the government is 50 decibels. But if a bomb
explodes, the decibel of that noise is 150db. This is three times more. See how big the
impact is. If you and I lose ears, it hurts. Does for an animal living in the forest? If the
Mountain cow came down from the mountain what to do? If its location is disturbed,
won't it come? If a bomb explodes, its vibration will go up to 600 meters. If that
vibration goes underground, how many of you having bore well in your house? If the
bore well breaks due to this vibration, no water will come out.

You see the rock as a rock. But do you want to drink that water? If there is no
water, can we sit here for an hour without drinking water? Do we want water or not?
Then we have to see what its impact is, what the result is. We cut down a tree, we can
plant it, and it will sprout. If we demolish a house, we can rebuild it. But the rock?
There is agriculture for income, there is industry, and there is education. Today, if we
look at the western countries, they are using plastic to build roads which is wasted
and many projects have come up. A lot of materials called AIC Blocks have come up. A
lot of new technologies have come up. When we started using new technology, we have

to ask why we have to destroy that mountain just for this natural resource? Look at
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‘jthis building, what is the roof made of? What they have used a méterial like this. How
much stone soil is involved in this? It is put in PUC material. Sound absorption. Do we
dig this stone and use it only for our needs? If you walk on this road, your heart beat
will raise, when you see the speed of the quarry truck coming in front of you? This
truck is going so fast. Have you seen the place where that truck turns? Will it knock
you down or not? Does the water flow properly in this Kottakudi River? If you build a
bridge across that river and carry all the concrete and dump it in it, will it be the place
where it will spill? If a vein in our body is blocked, they perform bypass surgery, they
put in a stunt, and they perform open heart surgery. The reason why all this river
water is blocked like this is because the explosion there vibrates here.

If you hit that corner on this table, will these bottle moves or not? There is a
stream under the earth. There are houses within 500 to 600 meters next to the
stream. We have to look at diseases. Asbestosis occurs. We don't know what
poisonous gas comes out of it if we break a rock. Will that poisonous gas only spread
there? Do you know how many kilometers that poisonous gas will travel? Can we stop
that air? Can we stop the child who breathes it? Are you happy if your children and
our children get respiratory problems? Stop all the quarries, there is no second
thought. Tell your opinion. what I am saying is that this is the whole reason for the
health problems you are facing. If you get respiratory problenis, you have to look at all
this. Health problems will occur. Everyone has an opinion here."

10. Thiru.Rajkumar, Pannaithoppu;-

He said, “The gentleman who spoke before said that “if a bomb explodes, it will shake”.
He was right. If we have a ten-acre coconut grove, we will get water only if we dig ten-
feet well. How can we get water without digging a well? Water will not come to us from
the surface road. He was right, what do we need, why has the government allocated
that land? They have allocated 1.69 hectares of outlying land. The lease is for taking
stone from the Puramboke land. Why can’t the government give a lease? Are we going
to break the Himalayas? Are we going to break the Western Ghats? The government
has given us public land. If we lease that land properly, everyone will need it. If I want
stone soil, I can’t go and get it in Hyderabad; I can’t bring it from Chennai. My land.
They have allocated a separate land and given it to the quarry people. I am going to
buy stone soil from there. If anyone has any objection to this, that is their opinion. If I
'go to the Sahara desert and need water, it will not come. The government has set aside
a separate area and given it to the quarry people. I ask him for the amount of stone
and soil I need. He said that the air will be polluted, but pollution does not only occur

by quarrying and breaking stones.



A hundred vehicles come every day. There is so much smoke. We burn a plas. ¢
bag in our house and smoke comes from it. He gives me everything I need. He is
neither known to me nor unknown to me. I ask for whatever I need. Since there is a
quarry next to me, it is good for me, my family and the surrounding area. Tell me if
anyone has not got anything because he took the quarry. Everyone has benefited. I
know approximately 100 people go to work every day from Kodangipatti, Thoppupatti,
Pannaithoppu, Saalimarathupatti, Meenakshipuram and surrounding areas. They get
their livelihood from that quarry. Don't say just like that we don’t want quarry, we
don't want river water. There's nothing we can do about it. The government has set it
aside. Those who want it, let them tell your opinion, those who don't want it, let them
record their opinion".

11. Thiru.Gopikrishnan, Thoppupatti;-

He said, "All the people are benefiting from the establishment of this quarry. He asked,
“Does we are only surviving by the quarry, either we can farm or study”. Today,
agriculture is not permanent; there is no job for those who have studied. But in this
quarry, countless youth, from adults to children, are getting employment. This is
beneficial for us. He said, this quarry vehicle is going fast. They suddenly turn around.
Can you and I escape if we come?" he asks. But even a private bus, a government bus,
is going fast. Can you go to them and tell them not to go fast? They say, 'We need to
keep timing'. So it is not true that the vehicles are going fast because of the quarry.
Generally, all the vehicles are going fast in this area.

Second, the quarry is located 2.5 km away from our village. Due to this, our
village or any nearby village is not affected. If there is any chances of villages are
affected, the government will not give this lease. They will do research on
environmental protection and everything and give it in a good manner. We have
nothing because of this quarry coming. He is not just for us. He has always helped the
villages in this area when they asked for help. Whether it is building a temple or
paving a road to the village, he has done everything in a good manner. There is
nothing to say wrong. There is a railway line in between, and the quarry is just 2
kilometers away on that side. We are not affected by the establishing of this quarry;
countless youths get good jobs. Whether they go as drivers or any other job, they get
jobs. So this is useful for us.”

12. Thiru. Rajasekar, Kodangipatti;-
He said, “The opening of this quarry is a great joy for us. Due to this, M-sand, B-sand,

gravel are available at a low price. The poor people living in nearby places like
Kodangipatti, Thoppupatti, Valaiyathupatti, Boodhipuram, Pannaithoppu and
Salimarathupatti are getting sand at a very low price. This makes us happy.
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‘}Everything is available nearby. Otherwise, we would have to go out of town and bring
it, which would be very difficult for us. Now, it is very useful for the poor people as it is
available nearby.”

13. Tmt.Pichaimani, Thoppupatti;-

She said, “We are all happy that this quarry has been leased. Many people are drivers
in other areas. They-have come to work here for their family problems. If this quarry
refused like this, where will they go for work? What will they do? There are a thousand
problems in every family; only if we work for that, we look after our family and
children. We can educate them. Because of this quarry, there are no problems for us
or our village. If you ask to build a temple today, even if you send a small child to ask
for stone and sand, all the sand, stones, and gravel will come. There is no connection
between water, sand and stone. Thousands of problems flow in the river. They say to
go and tell the district collector about the river problem. Is anyone talking about the
real problems that have arisen in the river? People are throwing garbage. They are
urinating. People are not able to drink. 20-30 years ago, people used to eat from the
river water. Can we eat today? The person who spoke before said there was no water
in the river. I am asking on my behalf that if he can clean it? There is nothing wrong
with him taking the lease. If we need stone or soil to build a temple or a house, we can
get it right away if we just make a phone call. It will be good for all of us."

14. Thiru.Ramu, Kodangipatti;-

He said, “There are many people who are opposing the opening of a quarry here. But

the opposition has no use. Now, if there is no stone and sand, no house can be built.
They have said that sand should not be taken from the river. Similarly, if they say that
there should be no quarry, no one can build a house. Earlier, I had a lot of trouble
because I was afraid that my mud wall and tin sheet house would collapse at any
time. Since the government initially gave an order that soil can be taken from the
quarry, they started quarrying all over Tamil Nadu. That is why all the quarries are
running. More and less are running, as the population has increased, everyone needs
M-sand, stone and sand. It was only because there was a quarry that it was possible
to build a good, permanent, and peaceful house using stone, sand and M.Sand.
Today, people need M-sand and gravel for everything from laying tar roads, to
building a temple. If you ask, "Give 500 or 1000 rupees less to the poor people?", how
many quarries are helping the people? Without a quarry, no one can build a house.
People live in two-floor and three-floor houses in all the districts of Tamil Nadu. What
is the reason for that? If we say that soil should not be taken in Trichy, in
Pudukkottai, in Karur, because 4f you take soil, it will affect the water’. If stone is not

allowed to take from the quarry, what will people use to build houses? M-sand and
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gravel are definitely needed by the people. Therefore, there is no accident or danger . »
us due to the opening of this quarry. There is no harm to our town, houses, or
agricultural lands. The government is only allocating a place that is not harmful to the
town. They have not imposed any restrictions on us from opening a quarry and
extracting stone. They have not caused us any problems. They can boldly grant
permission.”

Thiru. Perumal;-

He said, “The government had imposed some restrictions that soil should not be taken
in the river, and this quarry was operating by accepting it. Murugappa is giving 1000-
500 rupees less than the price fixed by the government, so it is beneficial for all the
poor farming families in the village who have thatched houses. He also gives free stone
for the temple and any other. There are other Rajaji Quarry and Sabarisan Quarry
here. The reason why poor farmers come here instead of going there is because they
produce substandard material there.

In order for the building to stand well, poor farmers and small businessmen carry
a lot of it in tractors. Due to this, sand digging in this Kottakudi River is prevented.
Earlier, contractors, party member, and tipper truck owners used to take sand from
the river. They are giving permission for this sand quarry to control them. They say
that they are setting off explosives. They say they are setting off explosives. As a
precaution, people involved in security are setting off explosives SO0 meters away. The
vibration will last for only ten minutes; that too within the safety norms. The
government has given permission for this quarry only after ensuring all the safety
checks. A 15% may object. But 85% of the people, the livelihood of the people in this
Bodi area and the surrounding areas of Ammapatti will not be affected. They are
helping people without saying no to anything they ask for. They support even if it is for
the cost of education. No politician or party member will come to their house and help.
Just one phone call is enough. Stone, gravel, sand will be delivered to their house. We,
the poor people, are requesting that this quarry should come 100% on behalf of our
village. Even though some people are tryiﬁg to stop this, in the end, the government
should look at the reality and take the right decision.”
15. Tmt.Jaya, Kodangipatti;-

He said, “We have not suffered any damage in this area due to the quarry coming. This
gravel and sand is needed to build houses in Theni district. River sand has not been
extracted for 20 years. There is no connection between the river and the quarry. This
soil is helpful to everyone. This soil is needed to fully develop this area. Therefore, we
are not affected by this.”



- }16. Tmt.Soundari;-

She said, “This quarry does not cause any harm to our village. You are calling this
quarry a problem, are you speaking about this river? They have placed coconut trees
in the middle of the river. Does anyone talk about this? We see it when we work in the
river for 100 days employment work. Not a single person will say that. What does the
quarry have to do with this? We take sand from the river and narrow it and keep the
river like a canal. How can we blame the quarry for leaving that out? Why are you
harming the development of the quarry? Why are you putting a stop to it? It is
because of this that we get soil and gravel. There is not even a drop of soil in the river.
How will we build houses? The river has nothing to do with this. Firstly widen the
river. The quarry has nothing to do with the river.”
17. Tmt.Uma, Durairajapuram;- ‘
She said, “This quarry does not harm anyone. The basic needs of humans are water,
land and air. No one has polluted the river by dumping sand in the water body. We
need land. Animals live in the forest. We are not animals, we are human beings. We
need a house for ourselves. For that, we need a quarry that needs stone and sand.
Can we go and close all the quarries in Tamil Nadu? No. This quarry is operated by the
government with’ the permission of the collector. This is all due to the incompetence of
those who spoke before. It is not possible for the public to rent a lorry separately to
buy sand for building houses. It costs a lot. But because of this quarry here, the
public gets a lot of help. Educated youth get good jobs. If I want to build a house, I can
buy materials from this quarry at a low price. I cannot buy from outside. Everyone
should understand this and cooperate with this quarry.”
18. Thiru.Adaikkalam, Bhathrakalipuram;-

He said, “Some people speaking here say “they want a quarry”; some say “they

don’t”. There is a big difference between those who say “yes” and those who say “no”.
Among the few who are speaking for their rights, many are speaking for their wages.
Those who are speaking for their wages don’t understand our pain. They don’t
understand the pain of these mountains. They don’t understand the lives of the
people. You think that just earning ¥500 today is enough to survive.

Someone tell me, I have come for my rights. Let’s see. Everyone has boarded the
bus standing outside and brought 1000 and X500 each. Is this a public hearing
meeting? Those who are speaking here are saying, “We are building houses using the
stones and sand from this mountain that is our livelihood. You are saying that we
cannot do anything without this quarry. You say that the stone and sand extracted
from here is used for the needs of our Theni district and Tamil Nadu. An average of

200 tipper trucks goes to Kerala via Cumbum mettu every day. Another 200 tipper
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trucks go to Kerala via Bodi mettu. Don't the Administrator and the public here knc .
this? There are already many quarries in Valaiyapatti, Kodangipatti and the
surrounding areas. You say that we are building houses with M.Sand and stone here.

I have the Right to Information report that I received from the government last
year that there are more quarries in this area than the requirement. There are almost

+ 37 quarries in this area, which is too much.- When that is the case, why are you

choosing another quarry? Don't you know that the area around Valaiyapatti is entirely
an agricultural area? It was wrong to hold a public hearing. This public hearing
should have been rejected. Because the entire Valaiyapatti, Kodangipatti and
Pannaithoppu are agricultural areas. The people who live here depend on cattle, golats
and agriculture for their livelihood. All the soil and dust that rises from this quarry is
deposited on the leaves of plants and it is impossible to raise even a single cow. I am a
cattle feed seller. I speak from that pain. Soil is deposited on all the leaves, stems, and
vegetables that can be found. For this reason, this quarry should never be allowed.

Some people say, “This quarry is the only reason we have employment and
livelihood. Otherwise, we will have to beg.” 10-20 years ago, when these quarries were
not there, did no one survive? Did no one eat three times a day? Did everyone starve to
death? This quarry should definitely be banned. I request the District Collector. "If
there is a situation to give permission instead of banning the quarry, we will mobilize
people, blockade the District Collector's office, hold a huge protest, and bring traffic to
a standstill. I am saying this as a warning. Permission should not be given to this
quarry.”

19. Thiru.Murugappa, Kodangipatti;-

He said, “There is nothing wrong in them expressing their views to the
- government; let them express their views, and let the public express their views. Why
should violence come in the meantime? The authorities know whether it is good or
bad, who is speaking and for what issue they are speaking. They are watching. Do you
all agree? If you agree, raise your hand; that is all the authorities are watching. If
there is a majority, no one can change it. Let a hundred people gather and speak, let
anyone say whatever they want. Our business is for the public, the temple, and for
everyone’s educational expenses.

We do not gather people for 500 rupees. We gather them out of love. Ask about us
anywhere you want. We earn, we don't say no. but at the same time we are also doing
it for the people. I am working for the Theertha Thotti Murugan temple for one crore
rupees; for whom am I doing this? For the people. I am doing it for that Lord Murugan,
so that all the devotees can sit in that temple and eat. There is no place where we did

not do anything in this area. We are doing good work by doing business; we are not
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3 gathering crowds by giving 500, 1000 rupees. I will leave this and stand on the road,
there will be thousands of people behind me. That much we are getting used to the
people. Because of this business, the poor and simple people get sand, gravel, M-sand
in a good way. |

If we are not there, can you go on the road? How will you go from here to Madurai
in an hour? How can you cross the bridge? Only if we do business like this, we can
build bridges, multi-floor houses, village roads, tar roads. It is not fair to talk like this
because someone says something after giving up all these benefits. So everyone,
express your opinions; there is nothing wrong. The government knows very well who is
saying what and what they are doing.”

20. Thiru.Premchandar, Naam Tamilar Katchi, Regional Coordinator, Theni

District;-

He said, “I have participated in this public hearing meeting on behalf of Naam
Tamilar Katchi. When I contested as a candidate in the Bodi Assembly constituency in
the last 2021 assembly election. We promised, “whether we win or not, we will come
and stand if there is a problem for the people” We are still standing here today based
on that promise. The principle of our Party is “respecting elders as gods, protecting
nature”. We have come because that nature is in a problem. In this public hearing
meeting, you record your views; we also express our views, ,

Government officials will decide what is good, who is good, and what is needed.
We have no problem with that. Everyone has freedom of expression. But you are
holding such a big meeting with only 6-7 policemen in this arena. One person
expresses his opinion in a meeting, many people come together to attack him. This
meeting should have been held only after proper security was provided. The elders
who came and spoke before said, “Let them express their views, leave them” so the
people sat quietly. Who will be responsible if any untoward incident happens here?
Shouldn’t the meeting be held properly? How is this police foice sufficient? Livelihood
is important for everyone here, basic needs are there.

We all have to live. If the sand or stone that can be extracted here is used by the
people who can be here, then there is no problem in that. But from here, soil, sand,
and stone are transported to Kerala every day. There is no soil or mountain here that
is not in Kerala. There is less than that here. Every night, 300-400 trucks carrying
mineral resources go through Munthal of Bodimettu or Cumbum mettu every day. We
are preventing it because we don’t want it. We need soil and stone to build houses and
lay roads. If we take it and use it for this purpose, there is no problem. In Tamil Nadu,

Theni district is called “heavenly land”. Is it the same now as before? Does our town
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and soil changed or not? How delicious the water of the Kottakudi River was. Does
look like water now?

Today the climate has changed. Earlier we said “Climate Change”; now we have to
say “Climate Emergency”. We can even grow a tree. We cannot create water or a
mountain. We are expressing this opinion so that we don't break the mountain when it
* is not needed. If someone is going to save the mountain, we should save it. You should
fully accept our opinion and decide whether this quarry is necessary for this land. If
you try to implement this project again by violating that, we, every member of the
Naam Tamilar Party, will never let this project happen,” he said.

21. Thiru.Balusamy, Thoppupatti;-

He said, “We have no problem with the quarry establishing. Government officials can
freely grant permission for the quarry.”

22. Tmt.Muthukarupayi, Thoppupatti:-

She said, “I am the head of the Pannaithoppu Mahanadi group. This quarry has not
harmed us. We are building a temple in our village. It was very difficult to walk in our
village before. There was no road facility. So, we spent our own money and laid a road.
It was only on that road that all the people could travel. Now if you look at our road, it
is well laid. Our entire village was just a mud wall. Earlier, we had to take mud and
paint it only when Pongal came. But after this quarry came, we, the poor people, were
able to build houses because it was available at a low cost. Today, if you come and see
our Pannaithoppu, you will see how good it is. The village, which had no roads before,

today we are living in good comfort by laying our own roads. That is why we absolutely
| need this quarry.”
23. Tmt.Murugeswari, Pannathope;-
He said, “We were unable to build a temple for the last 30 years. We are building a
temple now because all the stone, soil and sand came from this quarry. We have no
problem; all the work is going well. Whatever is needed, he brings it directly and gives
it to us. After the complex green house project came in our village, soil and stone were
not available. Since it came from this quarry; we are using it.”
24. Tmt.Malathi, Pannaithoppu;-
She said, “Those who spoke earlier said many things and the quarries are sending
minerals to Kerala. But they forgot that there is such a thing as ‘barter system’. If we
send goods from here, they give us goods like cardamom from there. The government
has dlready banned the extraction of river sand. Instead, it has allowed M-Sand, B-
sénd etc. from quarries. They have not done anything against any law.

Without M-sand, B-sand, could the people who spoke earlier have built their

houses? They would have bought it from some other quarry and built it. The presence
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nof this quarry is a great benefit for us. We are building our temple; they have said that
they will give M-sand, B-sand for it. Our surrounding area also gets a great benefit
from this. Didn't we dig bore well because there was a vibration near our house? That
is our need. This quarry is what we need. Soil is we need. What can we do without
soil? We cannot build a house with wood. We need soil. So this "We need the quarry. It
would be great if permission was granted."
25. Thiru.Vellaiyappan, Pannaithoppu:-
He said, “With the establishment of this quarry, we are very happy because many very
simple families live around the Bodi union were getting gravel, stone and soil from this
quarry at a very low price. Therefore, considering our village and its surroundings, I
humbly request the District Collector to set up this quarry here.”
26. Tmt.Jothimani, Pannaithoppu:-

She said, “My husband and I work in that quarry. Everyone will give job and pay
us salary. But he feeds everyone who works there three times a day and satisfies their
hunger. Quality gravel is available in that quarry. Therefore, all the people of
Pannaithoppu have come here to support Suriyachelvam so that the quarry can

continue to operate.”

Since no public came forward to express their views, the public hearing was
concluded by submit the petitions if any to the District Revenue Officer.

The following details are attached herewith;-

1) Public Notice regarding the Public Hearing - Tamil and English

2) Certificate of the Village Administrative Officer, Kodangipatti

3) List of names of those who attended the public hearing

4) Video recording of the public hearing

5) Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Project Summary

(Tamil and English)
6) Petitions received at the public hearing and petitions received by post-111 Nos.
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