Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted on 22.09.2026 at 11.00 A.M. at
Dr. MRG Mabhal, Srivai - Vagaikulam Main Road, Petmanagaram, Srivaikundam
l'aluk, Thoothukudi District for the Proposed Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry of
Thiru. Subburajan Rbugh Stone and Gravel Quarry, to be located at S.F.No.

1123/2 in Padmanabamangalam Village, Srivaikundam Taluk, Thoothukudi
District.

Participants:
1. Thiru. Vivek Yadav .A.S Sub-Collector,
Thoothukudi.
2. Thiru. J. Hamoneth Joesun District Environmental Engineer,
| Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Thoothukudi.

3. Project Proponents and their As per Attendance Register
representatives and the general (A copy of the Attendance Register is
public attached in Annexure - II).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Thoothukudi District welcomed the Sub Collector, Thoothukudi, Government
Officers, General Public, Environmental Activists, Police Officials, Press,
representatives of Thiru. Subburajan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry and others
who gathered for the meeting on behalf of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
and the District Administration. He informed that the public hearing is being
conducted for obtaining Environmental Clearance from the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority for the proposed Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry of

Thiru. Subburajan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry.

The District Environmental Engineer stated that as per the Environmental
Impact Assessment Notification issued on 14.09.2006 by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, conducting a Public Hearing is
mandatory for granting Environmental Clearance for Scheduled Projects.

He also informed that Advertisements regarding the Public Hearing were
published in Tamil Newspaper ‘Daily Thanthi’ and English Newspaper ‘The New
Indian Express’ on 21.08.2026. Further, DEE informed that wide publicity was
made about the Public Hearing meeting through pamphlets and loud speakers in
the surrounding villages. DEE informed the public that authorized EIA Consultant
will make the power point Presentation regarding the Project and after that, the
public can give their opinion about the project either orally or in writing. All views
expressed would be recorded in audio/video format and will be submitted to the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority with the approval of the District
Administration. He requested the public to mention their name and village before
delivering their opinions on the project in a peaceful manner. He requested the
Sub-Collector to preside over the Public Hearing meeting. Then, he asked the

representative of Thiru. Subburajan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry to give the |

Technical presentation on the Project.
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Environmental Consultant Mr. Swaminathan welcomed everyone and
explained the details of the Project and the Environmental Management Plan
through a Power Point presentation. Further, he informed that the paper
advertisements of the Public Hearing were published on 26.06.2026 in 'Daily
Thanthi' and 'The New Indian Express' newspapers and the project reports
available in the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board website. He also informed the
public that wide publicity was made regarding the Public Hearing through
pamphlets and loudspeakers. He requested the public to record their views about
the Project.

Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer requested the public to give
their opinion about the project by providing their name and village name before
proceeding.

After this, the public expressed their views: The views expressed by the public
during the Public Hearing meeting are as follows:

1. Mr. S.P. Muthuraman, Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli:-

If a public consultation meeting is held, then the draft EIA report must be
provided in the regional language. He questions why it is not provided in Tamil,
which is the regional language here. Draft EIA report for all other announced
projects are uploaded on the website in both Tamil and English. But why it is not
available in Tamil for this project alone? Persons who know only Tamil can reveal
their opinions if the draft EIA report is available in Tamil. It is illegal to conduct
public consultation meeting without the Tamil draft. Many meetings, without the
regional language Tamil draft EIA report, had already been cancelled by the
officials after bringing it to their knowledge.

There should be 36 documents attached to this report. It does not have 36
documents. Moreover, the VAO report, attached should mention whether there are -
any residences, water body or archeological site within 30 metres of the proposed
project. But the»project consultant did not mention about that. If it is included in
Table 3, then it should be shown to the public.

In the meanwhile, the Padmanabhamangalam Panchayat President
intervened and stated that there are neither houses nor agriculture within a 7-
kilometer radius around this project. He said that this project would bring revenue
to their village and they have come with the hope that 1,500 families will benefit
from this project. Furthermore, he mentioned that the previous speaker does not
belong to this district; he is from Thazhaiyuthu village, Tirunelveli district, and he
does not have any connection with this project.

The District Environmental Engineer requested him to record his views after

Mr. S.P. Muthuraman completely finished expressing his views.



Mr. S.P. Muthuraman spoke again, stating that conducting this meeting
without the 36 documents is against the law. He said that if a project is brought
. forward, the project proponent must be the owner of that land. He stated that the
land under Survey No. 1123/2 mentioned here does not belong to them exclusively
in a personal capacity. This land is under a partnership share. All revenue
department documents are in the name of V.V. Minerals, and there is no document
in the name of Subburajan. He stated that an individual (Shareholder)‘ has claimed
ownership over this land, created a false document, claimed total entitlement based
on it, applied for permission for this mine, and brought it up to this public hearing
stage. When the land itself is not in their name how will you get stones from the
quarry? All documents are in the name of V.V. Minerals. Furthermore, there is a
pending case regarding this in the Hon'ble Supreme Court. In addition to that, the
Hon'ble High Court Judge Mr. Kirubakaran has been appointed as the Receiver,
and all these properties are under his supervision. Under such circumstances, he
asked how permission could be granted for this project. He mentioned that the
Village Map is contradictory in the village where this project is to be located. It
passes through the middle of this project. The pathway and stream found in the
village map belong to the government, and an individual cannot claim ownership
over them. There is a path in the middle; keeping that, how can permission be
granted to operate a mine? He stated that there are 2 ponds within 500 meters and 4
ponds within 1 meter around this mine. With 4 ponds around, how can a mine be
operated in the middle? How can permission be granted for that? Moreover, if
permission is given, it will be an act that causes great harm to the environment. He
stated that he had already submitted a petition stating that this public hearing

should not be conducted and that it lacks eligibility, and despite that, conducting
this public hearing is illegal.

2. Mr. Vaikundapandiyan, Padmanabhamangalam, Panchayat President:-

He stated that the establishment of this quarry will generate income for their
village and provide employment opportunities for 1,500 families. People travel as
far as Thoothukudi by van for work, so if this quarry comes, it will be beneficial.
There is no agriéultura_l land around this quarry. There is a distance of 7 kilometers
between this quarry and their town. He also mentioned that everyone living around
their town has come to welcome this quarry.

3. Mr. Palanithevar, Padmanabhamangalam:-

He stated that agricultural lands are far away from their town. The livelihood
in their town depends entirely on working in these quarries. If a new quarry comes
up, people's livelihoods will grow, and there will be no environmental Impact
because of this. Industrial development is already happening around
Padmanabhamangalam village, so they accept this wholeheartedly. There are no
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égricultural lands; all are barren lands and hills. If a new quarry comes, it will

“provide employment opportunities, so he requested to permit it.
4. Mr. Warrier, Advocate:-

He stated that before conducting this public hearing, it was not asked who
owns this land. On that basis, he said he has come to record that this public hearing
is illegal. This land belongs to his client V.V. Vaikundarajan and V.V. Minerals.
Subburajan and his brother had made a power of attorney document. After it, at
present they are claiming that it has been signed by mistake, and has also filed a
case in the High Court. However, that case was dismissed, and the High Court
issued orders. Following that, the Supreme Court also dismissed this case.
Furthermore, the Review Petition was also dismissed, and a Receiver has been
appointed by the High Court. He stated that they have all the documents related to
this. He added that there is another case regarding this land in the Valliyoor court.
He expressed surprise as to on what basis a public hearing is being conducted for a
land that is under litigation in court. He suggested that they could ask the local
VAO through government advocates to find out who owns this land. He said he
- does not know on what basis they are conducting a public hearing for a place that
does not have the landowner's name. He stated that this public hearing is illegal
and added that he has come to submit High Court and Supreme Court documents
to show that this land does not belong to Subburajan.

5. Mr. V. Ramasubbu, Advocate, Srivaikundam:-

He stated that this public hearing is meant for the general public living
around this area, and it is a meeting to discuss whether the establishment of this
quarry is good or bad to the surrounding people, rather than a meeting to determine
who the owner is. He said that to argue about ownership, one must go to the
relevant court. Since the case relating to V.V. Mineral company is famous, he has
been monitoring it as an advocate from the beginning, so he would share what he
knows about the case. He stated that everything said by the advocate who spoke
before him is a lie, and the court has not issued any order stating that this stone
quarry land belongs only to Vaikundarajan. He mentioned that there are a total of
12 shareholders in this V.V. Mineral company, and Mr. Subburajan is one of the
shareholders, so he has every right.

According to the current orders of the Hon'ble Supreme Court, the case
regarding this company is pending in the Valliyoor court. Not only that, in
connection with this case, the Hon'ble High Court Judge Mr. Kirubakaran has been
appointed as the Receiver, and all complaints/matters regarding these properties
are under his supervision. He stated that a meeting regarding this takes place every
month. He warned that stating false information in front of the Sub-Collector is an
offense under CRPC-340. He mentioned that while the court has not passed any




orders regarding who owns V.V. Mineral, these people are creating false
documents to show that it belongs to Vaikundarajan. He stated that a month ago,
«_for a land within the same disputed property, permission was sought under the
name of M/s. Arima Grinding unit, which also has 12 shareholders. Vaikundarajan
family has six members and Jegatheesan's family also has 6 members. He
questioned how they conducted a public hearing while the case is pending. He
stated that these advocates should have spoken at that public hearing saying that
this land is in dispute and a public hearing should not be conducted. He said that if
there are issues regarding ownership, they should go to court and not waste the
precious time of the public and officials. He mentioned that the youth of this town
do not have jobs, and if this quarry comes, there are chances that building
construction materials will be available at a cheaper price to the surrounding
people, so it should not be blocked. He stated that this is a newly proposed quarry;
whether it were an expansion of an existing quarry, one could request to block it if

there is any complaint,, but what they are recording here is purely for monetary
benefits. '

6. Mr. Kasiventhan, Padmanabhamangalam:-

He stated that they have applied to set up a quarry on 4.82.1 hectares in
Survey No: 1123/2. He said that if the government does not give permission to set
up a quarry in this place, a quarry will not run anywhere else. He mentioned that
there are no residential areas or archeological monuments within a distance of up
to 5 kilometers. He said that if permission is given for this quarry, it will provide
employment opportunities for the people of Mathuramangalam, Sri Moolakkarai,
Seethankulam, and Ahiyaparanallur. He stated, "We are backward in terms of
employment and peoples here are going to a cashewnut processing factory for
work. If this quarry is established, youth will go to work and generate a good
income, and our Panchayat will also get revenue." He added that this is a public
consultation meeting, and court matters cannot be discussed here. He requested
that the authorities can grant permission without any objection.

7. Mr. S.V. Sankarpandiyan, Social Activist, Tirunelveli:-

He stated that since his family and relatives are located in and around
Padmanabhamangalam and Peroor, he came to know about the public hearing is
taking place here and has come to express his views. He said he does not know
whether this is a meeting to hear a sibling dispute or a public consultation meeting.
They say a case is pending, but there is no connection between that and this public
hearing. He stated to the officials that there is no law stating that Environmental
Clearance under EIA should not be obtained while a case is pending. He
mentioned that this is-the land given by Vaikundarajan, and due to their family
dispute, they have gone to court to get this land back. He stated that this is the case
not only here but in all places like Tirunelveli and Sathankulam. He said that
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Vaikundarajan has filed the case out of malice towards Mr. Subburajan. He state¢
that this is for the livelihood of the people, and the surrounding public will get
benefit from this project. He mentioned that there is an opportunity to start more
than 50 allied industries based on this. He stated, "We cannot survive on clean air
alone; we are ready to tolerate everything for our livelihood. Only if we work hard
we can earn money, and there is no other company here, so we need this quarry
and all the village people welcome this.

8. Mr. Vallinayagam, Peroor Village:-

He stated that this quarry is going to be located in a place that does not cause
hindrance to the general public, and it will provide employment opportunities to
the public. He mentioned that this quarry is located 7 kilometers away from the
town, so he requested to grant.permission for this project.

9. Mr. Sudalaimani, Advocate, Srivaikundam:-

He stated that the establishment of this stone quarry will provide
employment opportunities for both educated and uneducated people. This stone
quarry will increase the livelihood of the people. He mentioned that no one will
face any impact due to the establishment of this stone quarry. He said that all the
village people have come to ensure that permission is granted for this stone quarry.

10.Mrs. Jebakani, Social Activist:-

She stated that as a social activist, one can come from any district to express
his/her views. She said that if this stone quarry is established, the people get great
benefits. She mentioned that youth, women, and lorry drivers will get employment
opportunities, so she requested to grant permission for this quarry.

11.Mr. Sivakumar, Driver:-

He stated that for drivers like him, this quarry is their livelihood, so he
welcomes this quarry. He mentioned that the arrival of a quarry brings progress to
everyone, so he welcomes it.

12.Mrs. Chitra, Padmanabhamangalam:-

She stated that there is no negative impact due to the operation of the stone
quarry here. Further, because of this quarry, stones and soil are available at lower
prices, so she welcomes the arrival of the quarry. |
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13.Mr. Arjunan, Srivaikundam:-

He stated that the operation of the quarry will serve as an example for the
development and infrastructure of our district. He asked the Village Panchayat
President to cooperate and grant permission for industrial growth.

14.Mr. Sankaralingam, Advocate:-

He stated that this is a rural area where uneducated people and youth with
low qualifications reside. If permission is granted for a quarry in these areas, they
will get employment opportunities. No violations will take place overriding the
Panchayat Council President. Therefore, he expressed wholehearted support for
the arrival of this quarry.

15.Mr. Ramesh, Advocate, Srivaikuntam:-

He stated that Srivaikuntam town is a developing town. All the M-sand and
rough stones required for construction areas are currently purchased 15 km away
from the Srivaikuntam area. Only two quarries are operating in the
Padmanabhamangalam areas. Since it is a developing town, a lot of construction is
taking place, and they buy the required stones at a high price. With the arrival of
this quarry, stones and materials will be available at a low price. Youth will get
employment opportunities. Therefore, he stated that this quarry is needed.

16.Mr. Pasumponraj, Advocate:-

He stated that the people of this area depend on agriculture for their survival.
Agriculture does not support them at all times; it supports them for only three
months. If this stone quarry is established, the people of this area will get
employment opportunities, so he humbly requested to grant permission.

17.Mr. Palavesakannan, Advocate:-

He stated that this is a public consultation meeting, and there is no need to
discuss views related to ownership here. He mentioned that free subsidized houses
built by the government are possible only because of this stone quarry. If one needs
to buy 2 units of river sand, it costs Rs.26,000; people cannot afford that much
money to build houses. No one is going to be affected by the establishment of this
stone quarry. He mentioned that the forest department officials are protecting the
deer properly. He stated that if the Tiruchendur area is a tourist destination, it is

because of the stone quarry in Moolakkarai. Therefore, he requested to permit this
formally.



18.Mr. Sureshkumar, Social Activist, Sri Moolakkarai Village:-

He stated that all the surrounding villages here are very backward in terms of
education and economy. The government conducts job fair in all districts, but for
them, employment comes only through these quarries. He mentioned that 5
quarries have been operating around Padmanabhamangalam for 25 years. He said
that the infrastructure of their village areas has improved due to these quarries. He
stated that lorry drivers and Poclain operators are more, and if this quarry is
established, they will get employment opportunities. Not only that, if there is an
event in their village, they provide financial assistance (Sponsor). He added that
this stone quarry is also a reason for houses changing from thatched roofs to
concrete roofs. Therefore, he recorded that they need this quarry.

19.Mr. Akbar, Petmanagaram:-

He stated that the arrival of this stone quarry provides benefits to the entire
general public.

The District Environmental Engineer inquired if anyone else wished to
express their opinions. No one preferred to come for expressing the view. He
expressed his sincere thanks on behalf of the District Administration to the public
for patiently registered their opinions. He further informed that all recorded views,
both oral and written, along with audio/video recordings would be forwarded to the
State level Environmental Impact Assessment Authority through the Corporate
Office TNPCB, Chennai. He again expressed his gratitude to everyone who
attended this Public Hearing.

The following documents are attached along with the public hearing
proceedings:

1. Pen driver consisting of the Recorded Video (2-Nos) of the entire public
hearing proceedings (Annexure — I).

2. List of participants who attended the public hearing (Annexure — II).

3. Written views/comments received for this project (10 petitions) have been
attached ayY Annexure — III).

District/Environmental Engineer, Sub Collector,
Tamil Nafdu Pollution Control Board, Thoothukudi.
Thoothukudi.
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