MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING OF M/S. SRI BLUE METALS, S.F.
"NO. in FPN NO. 351A(P) IN CHIKKARAMPALAYAM VILLAGE AND S.F.NO. 351A(P)
OF CHIKKARAMPALAYAM VILLAGE, METTUPALAYAM TALUK, COIMBATORE
DISTRICT HELD ON 18.02.2026 AT 11.00 A.M. IN DHURAI'S MAHAL,
THIMMAMPALAYAM, MARUDUR  VILLAGE, METTUPALAYAM  TALUK,
COIMBATORE DISTRICT | | |

NAME OF THE PROJECT - M/s. Srl Blue Metals, -
S.F. No. 343,344A of Belladi Vlllage and
S.F.No. 351A(P) of Chlkkarampalayam Vlllage
Mettupalayam Taluk,

, Coimbatore District
VENNE -  Dhurai'sMahal,
| Kannarpalayam,

Chikkarampalayam Village,
Mettupalayam Taluk, |

Coimbatore District

DATE& TIME - 18.02.2026 - 11.00 AM
- Present: ‘ :
1. | Thiru.R.Palanikumar : Senior  Regional Managef/ District

Revenue OffiCer, Tamilnadu Civil Supplies

Corporation, Coimbatore District

2. | Tmt. K. Sumithrabai District Environmental Engineer, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Coimbatore |
North |

3. | Er.V.P. Mohana Ja’yavalli_ 4 T Assistant Environmental Engineer, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Coimbatore
North

4. Er.D. Pricila Assistant Engineer, Témil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Coimbatore North

5. | Er.L.M.Sibachakkaravarthi Assistant Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board,‘Coimbatore North

6. | Thiru. D. Rajkumar Deputy Block Development  Officer,

Karamadai Union, Coimbatore District.

7. | Thiru.N. Ganeshmoorthi Police Constable, Karamadai Police
| Station

8. | Thiru. Gnanasekaran The Project Proponent




9. | Thiru. Sheik — EIA Consultant Geo Exploration and Mining Solution,

Salem District

10. | Public ' - | —262 Nos. (Enclosed in Annexure - 1)

District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB, CBN:-

At the outset, the District Envirbnmental Engineer (DEE), Tamil Nadu ‘Pollution,
Control Board, Coimbatore North welcomed the District Revenue Officer, Coimbatore,
the Deputy Superintendent of Police and the other representatives of Non-
Governmental Organization, general public of Sikkarampalayam & Belladhi village,
Press Reporters and other Government Officials who have participated in the public
hearing conducted on 18.02.2026 at 11.00 A.M. for the proposed Rough Stone and
Gravel quarry over an Extent of 3.63.65 Ha of M/s. Sri Blue Metals Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry held at Durai's Mahal, Kannarpalayam, Sikkarampalayam Village,

Mettupalayam Taluk, Coimbatore District.

The DEE explained the provisions laid down in the Environmental Impact
Assessment Notification, 2006 as amended and explained the purpose of Public
Hearing to be conducted for the said project. He also stated that, a public notice was
given in the News papers “Dinamalar (Tamil) and The Times of India (English)” dated
14.01.2026. |

The DEE also informed that, the proposed project would be explained in detail
through a power point presentation by the project proponent, the general public can
then express their views, suggestions and comments on the proposed project. Also, the
project proponent was asked to give necessary explanations for the queries raised by
the public. All the events of the Public Hearing will be recorded both by means of Audio
and Video and will be submitted to the SEIAA, Chennai. Then, the DEE requested the

District Revenue Officer, Coimbatore to preside over the Public Hearing.

The District Environmental Engineer asked the EIA consultant to present over the
details of the proposed project activities. Before that, the project proponent was asked

to brief his project in short.
Tmt.Saranya Gnanasekaran, the Project Proponent:

| am Saranya Gnanasekaran. We have been running Sri Blue Metal for more
than 20 years.rwe follow all government regulations. We are running thé quarry using
the current modern technologies for blasting and employing the mining mates and
foremen as per the government regulatioﬁs. Similarly, we are planting trees around the
quarry and watering the plants. We also spray water using 5-7 lorries around the quarry

8 times to prevent dust emission and air "po‘|lution. We are following the government



-

~

\’ regulations from time to time. We have provided employment to more than 200 to 300

-

families, we will continue to do the quarry as per the government regulations. Apart from

that, we are supplying M sand and other materials to everyone in our village at low price

- and without transportation cost. We are maintaining the nearby schools and keeping our

village in good condition. My father has been quarrying for almost 20 years, and we will

continue to do so. For that, you must always be with us. Thank you.

' POWER POINT PRESENTATION ABOUT THE PRQPOSED PROJECT:

Thiru. Sheik, EIA Consultant of M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Solution, Salem

Thiru. Sheik, the EIA Consultant of M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Solution, who had
prepared the EIA for the quarry, elaborated the environmental impacts of the project,
the measures to avoid them, the fund allocated for it and the benefits to be derived from

the project on the foIIoWing topics

Introduction
Location Map of the mining project
. Details of the Mining Project

. Surrounding features of the mining project.

1.
2.
3
4
5. Satellite 'photo of 500m radius around quarry site.
6. Surface map of mining project. | '

7. Availability of mineral resources and quantities intended to be mined.

8. Details of mines located within a radius of 500m around the mining project.
9

. Features located within 10.km radius around the project.

[.Land Use
[l.Basic Data Ma‘p
[ll.Basic Environmental Monitoring
IV. Map showing locations where the soil samples were collected -
V.Soil environment .
VI.SateIIite photo of locations where water samples were collected and analyzed
VII.Photo of wind direction | | |
Vill.Satellite photo of air monitored locations
IX.Measurements of Air Monitoring |
X.Satellite photo of locations where Noise level was stndied

Xl.Noise Survey Details

10. Anticipated Environmental impacts and its precautionary measures
11. Technology.
12.Benefits of the mining project.

13.Conclusion.



After the presentation, the DEE asked the public to express their views about the

proposed quarry.

1. Thiru. M. Jeganathan, Sikkarapalayam, Former Panchayat Union Vice

President, Coimbatore District:-

My name is M.Jeganathan, | am the former Vice President of the Panchayat,
Sikkarapalayam Panchayat, Sri Blue MetaI”Administration, so when free houses are
built for everyone around our Panchayat, M Sand and gravel are being given free of
cost. They also send it to the contractors with a low price and more quantity. | informed

them that they can be given a license.

2. Thiru. S.Panneer Selvan Sikkarépalayam, Panchayat Union President

Coimbatore:-

My name is S.Panneer Selvan. | am from Sikkarapalayam village. | am a formef
Panchayat member and a member of the Adi Dravidar Welfare Committee of our
Coimbatore District. Especially in our Sikkarapalayam Panchayat, the owner of Sri Blue
Metal, Arumai Annan Gnanasekaran, and his family are well known to everyone in this
Panchayat. In particular, as our sister Saranya told, | know firsthénd that brother

Gnanasekaran has been managing this quarry for more than 20 years.

In particular, | went directly to that quarry and checked what kind of appear'anoe
the quarry had, what chemical waste was mixed there, what was the condition of the
agricultural farm, what kind of path led to each path, whether there was any problem

with pollution to the public, what obstacles there were in this regard, 20 years ago.

At that time, brother directly took me into the quarry grant permission to go
around the whole place, and | went around the entire quarry. But dear brother
Gnanasekaran had done a wonderful job in the quarry. He had planted trees to prevent
any dust or stone frbm going out. Brother Gnanasekaran has created such an efficient
management. We are all watching him manage this quarry for 20 years continuously.
Not only that, if the people in our area do hot have a load of stone or a load of soil, he
will take it and dump it for free ofcost. He has such a social mindset. Not only that, he is
a good man who helps the poor man and women in this panchayat whenever they go
and ask for help. Similarly, he will arrange and help not only this panchayat but also the
surrounding public to get an education so that school students can get an education and

move forward in life. | have seen it firsthand with my brother.

Not only that, | have also heard what the people there say. We know that the
respected Gnanasekaran is running this quarry in this panchayat. So, | would like to
thank the respected District Revenue Officer and the Environmental Engineer who gave
me the opportunity and to continue running this quarry time and again, stating that there

is no objection on behalf of the public to this administration. Thank you, greetings.




N

3. Thiru. Satish, NGO

My name is Satish, | am an NGO. Greetings to this meeting. Greetings to‘aII and
who were in the stage. | respect your customs, traditions and respect your feelings. |
agree with you unanimously by resolving your issues in a fair manner with your
opinions. The government should immediately take this village and release more funds
to create sustainable development. New era employment opportunities should be

arranged immediately.

| humbly request the high-ranking government officials to provide permanent
houses to the people living nearby. | request as a Environment Ptotection Secretary to |
ensure that this village is ecological and green. | rvequest this owner to plant trees. Plant
trees and protect them. | ’humbly request the high-ranking government officials to
immediately give permission to this owner without imposing any restrictions. Thank you,

greetings.
4. Thiru. K.Murugan, Sikkarampalayam, Coimbatore District

Hello everyone, my name is K. Murugan. | am a native of Sikkarampalayam
village. | have been an unopposed elected member of the Panchayat Council from 1986
to 1991. | am now 67 years old. | am well aware that stone quarries have been
operating in our Sikkarampalayam Panchayat since 1980. Currently, Sri Blue Metal
Company has been operating this business in our Sikkarampalayam Panchayat for 20
years. They give great importance to School education and to increase the education
level of the students and increase the attendance of the school. |

Apart from that, during his time as the President of Sikkarampalayam Panchayat,
he brought together the owners of qvuarries and companies in our vicinity and
implemented a separate drinking water project through the government's Namakku
Naame scheme and Village Self-Sufficiency Scheme, thereby solving the drinking water
problem of the villagers. Government schools buildings with ground and first floors
similar to private schools through the NamakkuNaame scheme with public participation

and increase the attendance of school students.

Therefore, | would like to express my gratitude to the founders of Sri Blue Metal
through this public consultation meeting being held today. | would like to thank everyone
who gave me the opportunity to say that such well-wishers will be of great help in the

development of our village by running businesses in our Sikkarampalayam village.
5. Thiru. Vijaya Prabhu, Bellathi, Coimbatore District

My name is Vijaya Prabhu. Good morning to everyone. My place is next to the

crusher in Bellathi viIIage. They do not cause any major damage to the surrounding



area through the crusher industry. They have taken 100 percent measures considering

the environment. | have been the president of the Rotary Club.

Now for the last 5 years, they have been doing various welfare projects
everywhere through the Rotary Club. They have been providing necessary assistance
to the education of children and the surrounding area, i.e.Karamadai Mettupalayam
block. Therefore, | am informing them tHat there is no obstacle for us to run their

business. Thank you and greetings.
6. Thiru. Boopathi alias Kumaresan, Bellathi Panchayat President:

| am the former president of the Bellathi Panchayat. | have been the president of the
council for three consecutive terms. This Sri Blue Metals company has been running a
stone quarry for the last 25-30 years. The public gets employment opportunities. When
this company is in the quarry, the work is done without any interruption to anyone. This
company has planted a lot of trees around the quarry to prevent dust from escaping
when quarrying. This company uses new technology to use latest-explosives to prevent
vibration during quarrying. So there is no vibration. For the past 2 years, the owner of
this company has been delivering construction materials such as M sand and gravel to
100 free houses built by the government in our panchayat at low prices and that too for

free.

In our Bellathi panchayat, they provided M sand and gravel with concrete free of
charge to build a new check dam across the Yelerumai pallam. With the funds coming
to the panchayat through the quarries, road facilities, drainage facilities, drinking water
facilities, street lighting facilities, and two community halls have also been built in
Bellathi panchayat. In response to the publi‘C's request, the owners of the companies Sri
Blue Metal, Saravana Blue Metal, V.KV Blue Metal, Samraj Construction,
Venkateswara Blue Metal, Nirmala Blue Metal, have received government permission to
install a solar electric motor at the Movngampalayam bamboo pond, about 2 km east of
the check dam in the BellathiYelerumai valley, at a cost of about 80 lakhs, and work is
underway through 4 or 5 companies, including this company, to irrigate the bamboo

pond through a pipe, collect rainwater and raise the groundwater level.

The farmers and agricultural laborers are happy. | would like to inform you that
pérmission can be given to this Sri Blue Metal company to set up a stone quarry.
Furthermore, the owners of the stone quarry are helping the public with their education
expenses, medical expenses, local public affairs, and auspicious and sad occasions.
Therefore, on behalf of the former Panchayat Council, | would like to request you all to

grant permission to this company to set up a stone quarry. Thank you, greetings.




7. Thiru Shanmugam, Sikkarampalayam, Coimbatore District

Hello everyone. My hame is Shanmugam. Social activist, Sikkaramp‘alayarn.. The
village near this quarry is our Sikkarampalayam. | am almost 48 years old. | have seen
q'u_arries in that area since | was a child. Wiieri the he was the panchayat chairman, it
had just 26,000 rupees. A lot of work was done for the mineral conversion mlning fund,

road works, sewage drainage and schools.

Currently a year ago, the 70-year-old building in Sikkarampalayam was
dilapidated. We told the chairman about it. Through the Namakku Name project, the
school building was built with a ground floor and an upper floor and the
Sikkarémpalayam school is functioning well on par with private schools, and the

chairman is doing everything for it.

Every year, not only for thé children of Sikkarampalayam panchayat but also for
the school children in the area where the hill people live, he is doing work like providing
school uniforms, colonies, necessary equipment for school children and helping the
children for their education at any time. Not only that, 500 families around the quarry
rely on this business. They have émployment opportunities, not only that, they are doing -
a good job in more than 10 places around the quarry and around the quai'ry | will go that
way. What Saranya said is 100 percent true. They keep spraying water in the morning
and evening. Anyone can go and see. They have said that if this company is there, the
mines fund will come to 24 thousand crores. Our panchayat is going to be 3 times better

than it is now. So | request that this quarry should come. Thank you and greetings.
8. Thiru. Karthik, Professor, Coimbatore District

Good morning to everyone. My name is Karthik. | did not know what to do after.
Com’pleting +2. When | spoke to the chairman, he gave me money to study in college
and sent me to college. | have completed 5 degrees in college and am a professor in
college. Like me, | have also applied for many people and got them admitted\to college.
He encouragés school and college studenfs by providing financial assistance every
year. For Many people who say that they cannot go to college after completing +2, he is
getting them admitted to college. Not only that, he has been providing free uniforms and
shoes to 2000 school children every year for 22 years and running it like a private -
school. Not only that, he has been sending all the 10th grade students on educational
tours by plane and improving their education. He has also pravided drinking water, road
infrastructure and all the facilities to the local people, and has repaired, painted and
fixed all the dilapidated houses. ’ |

He has done many things like this for the people. He is providing nutritional
products to lactating mothers and pregnant women twice a month (on the 1st and 15th)
to ensure their health and well-being. The ‘quarry is being carried out without any

disturbance to the environment. | firmly believe that there is no objection to the



establishment of Sri Blue Metal as it has a lot of safety and benefits for the public.

Thank you and greetings.
9. Tmt Jebakani, Coimbatore District

My name is Jebakani, | come from Coimbatore district, and | am working as an
environmental social activist. | have absorbed the opinions of all those who have
spoken before. In fact, | have been to many quarries and meetings. When so many
people come and say such great ideas, it is truly a happy thinQ that fhis company has
been working for 20 years. Therefore, this quarry, which can improve the livelihood of
the people, will do many more wonderful things for the people. If they provide
educational facilities, marriage facilities for poor women, etc., this company will be even
better. By planting and growing trees like neem trees, poovarasa trees, and punga
trees, the environment in that area will .be protected. | ask that these places be
protected and that this company should grow more and do many more benefits to the
people, and | bid farewell, thank you and greetings. | request you to give me an

unhindered certificate.
10. Tmt. Revathi, Sikkarampalayam, Coimbatore District

My name is Revathi. | come from Sikkarampalayam. | have been a former ward
member. From the funds coming from minerals and mining, all the road facilities
required for our panchayat, sewage drainage facilities, has been done by our Chairman.

| humbly request you to prepare the documents for setting up this quarry

11. Tmt. Papathi, Kannarpalayam, Coimbatore District

My name is Papathi. Kannarpalayam. 100 people work in the quarry in our area.
It is not that we do not have employment opportunities. In this area, the chairman helps

with M sand, gravel, and stone. Thank you ‘
12. Thiru. Badri, Coimbatore District

My name is Badri. The chairman has done a lot of good for me. | have got a lot of

good because of the quarry.
13. Thiru. Saminathan, Coimbatore Distliict

Hello, my name is Saminathan. Former union committee member. Everyone has
talked about the chairman. | cannot say anything new. From the time of conception to

birth to death, even at death, the chairman sends that vehicle with love. Therefore, |

kindly request you to grant permission to the quarry.



_ 14. Thiru. K. Ramasamy Chennipurampalayam, Coimbatore District

Evening greetings to everyone. My name is K. Ramasamy. | am working in the
- ChennipurampalayamChikkarampalayam Panchayat. 1 have been working as the
Panchayat Vice Chairman for 5 years. From that day till today, no one has suffered any
harm from the quarry. 300 families of poor common people like us are because of him.

There is no one else except him.

Similarly, he is good at making money for common people like us. It should not
be said in vain because even when he is out of town, he will immediately inform the
. clerk about any sorrowful event that occurs in the village. Whether he is in town or out of

town, the work does not stop.

Since it is winter now, he has bought sweaters for 500 elderly people. He is a ‘
guarantor of the education of the children of the poor common people. Such a good
person. There is no damage to that crusher. pur request is that they should resume that

work and there is no hindrance to anyone.

We are all doing this work by trusting them and so we will give him due respect.
He will also be there without any caste discrimination. Gnanasekaran is known to
everyone from a small child to an adult, no one is unknown. Like Rajinikanth | am

asking that that stone quarry should resume. Thank you and greetings.
15. Thiru. Arunkumar, Coimbatore District

Hello, my name is Arunkumar, I have been here for the last 30 years. This quarry
has been there since before | was born. There is good employment opportunity for all
the drivers here and 10000 trees have been planted around it. They still plant, and to

’ prevent dust from flying, they use water carts and spray water. So dust does not fly. For
more than 20 years, they have been providing uniforms and colonies to children and

making them equal to English medium.

This is a great thing. They take 10th standard students on a one-day educational
tour by flight for two years for free of charge. So it is an incentive to study. So I do not
have any problem with this quarry coming. So | am going to ask for permission to be

given to the quarry. Thank you and greetings.
Thiru. Gnanasekaran Project Proponent, Coimbatore District

Hello everyone, | have been running this business for the last 25 years. In the
Bellathi, Sikkarampalayam area, only a specific area where our quarry is located can be
mined, stone cannot be mined everywhere, that area is called the quarry area. | am not
the only one in that area, many people are running it. Earlier, if you hunt, thererwould be

noise and vibration. Nowadays, new techriology has come. Is there any vibration?



There is no vibration. The small needle explodes like a firecracker. Similarly, we use
water guns and spray to keep the dust from flying. We also allow everyone to see it. We

grow trees not only around our crusher but wherever there is space.

In particular, we are making efforts with everyone here to make
Sikkarampalayam Panchayat a green Panchayat. We are following ther rules and
regulations implemented by the ngernment. As mentioned in the project explanatory
speech, if the quarry is run for 10 years, the Panchayat will get an income of Rs. 24
crore 50 lakh. | think you will have noticed this. So, in order to increase the income of
the panchayat and provide daily jobs to the“people of the panchayat, all this will be used

for health services, education services, and pu‘blic services in the panchayat.

My earning's are not enough for me alone, but for sharing with our people | am
truly grateful to all the stone quarrymen for their suppbrt. | am very grateful to the
authorities. The reason for this success is that there is no hiding from anyone. Everyone
sees, we have planted trees, we water, there is no harm to the environment, and there
are no houses in that area. There is only a”garden, but no house. So there is no trouble
for anyone. We are doing business without any trouble. | kindly request you to grant

permission to continue running it. | thank everyone for coming and running it.
16. Tmt. Amsa, Padiyanoor, Coimbatore District

My name is Amsa, Padiyanoor. If you look at Sri Blue Metal, they have been
providing dresses and shoes to school children every year. They are providing them to
many other villages, not just Sikkarampalayam village. Apart from that, they are
providing snacks to the 10th grade students studying in other schools, not just the
employees working at Sri Blue Metal. Apart from that, they are providing nutritional
products for pregnant women for a year after giving birth. Recently, they are providing

sweaters during the winter season.

Apart from that, they have planted a lot of saplings around the crusher. They are
also providing it to the Sikkarampalayam Panchayat, so | have no objection to this

crusher coming.
17. Thiru Kaliammal, Sikkarampalayam:, Coimbatore District

| am speaking from Sikkarampalayam village, Kannarpalayam Kaliammal. There
is no problem with the quarry, they are providing soil free of cost to the poor and there

are plenty of job opportunities.

District Environmental Engineer:
Are there any other members of the public who would like to register your views?

Even if it is in writing, please give it. Is there anyone who needs to speak? | would like to

express my gratitude to all the public who participated in this meeting, Environmental



; activists, and Mr. S. Gnanasekaran, former chairman of Sikkarampalayam Panchayat

the owner of this quarry.

All the comments and recordings of the meeting will be submitted to the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai. We are recording all the

complaints and resolutions you have given and sending them. Thank you.

In conclusion, the District Environmental Engineer thanked everyone who
attended. He further said that all the events of this meeting Will be sent to the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Commission in Chennai as audio and video

recordings.

Annexure:-

e The Video C.D. covering the entire public hearing proceeding is enclosed. |

e The Original representations (74 nurhbers) received from the public during the
public hearing are enclosed in Annexure-|.

e The attendance of all those who are present (262 numbers) at the venue is

enclosed in Annexure-ll.

/ £30F
District Environmental Engineer District Revenue Officer/

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Tamilnadu Civil Supplies Corporation
‘Coimbatore North o Coimbatore District
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