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. - Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted on 16.09.2025 at 11.00 A.M. at Dr.

M.R.G. Mahal, No. 1/123, Srivai Vaigaikulam Main Road, Pethmanagaram Post,
Srivaikundam Taluk, Thoothukudi District for the proposed Rough Stone & Gravel
Quarry namely M/s. Sri Nainar Balaji Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No. 213 P
& 214 P, Moolakkarai village, Srivaikundam Taluk, Thoothukudi District.

Participants:
1. | Thiru. M. Prabhu ‘ ' Revenue Divisional Officer,
, . Thoothukudi. '
2. | Er. S.V. Kalaivani District Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Thoothukudi.

3. | Project Proponents and their | As per Attendance Register
representatives and the general | (A copy of the Attendance Register is
public  attached in Annexure - II).

At the outset, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution

Control Board, Thoothukudi welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer,
Thoothukudi to preside over the public hearing meeting and also welcomed the
project proponent and their representatives and all the public who were present at
the public hearing meeting and explained the purpose of the meeting. The
Environmental consultant on behalf of the project proponent explained about the

details about the proj ect and Environmental Management Plan and the mitigation
measures '

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

Greetings to everyone. With regard to this project, a public hearing must be
conducted before the issue of Environmental Clearance under the EIA
(Environmental Impact Assessment) process. This is to ensure that the

people in the villages surrounding the project site are fully aware of the
proposed project.

Prior notice has already been issued for this public hearing. A large number

of people from the surrounding villages have participated in this meeting.

A detailed explanation about the project has been provided from the project
proponent’s side. Environmental clearance will not be granted -without
obtaining your feedback. Therefore, your opinions and views are being
video recorded.

At the same'tim‘e, we are also individually recording your statements, and
those will be forwarded to the Government. Through the TNPCB (Tamil

Nadu Pollution Control Board), it will be sent to the MoEF (Ministry of

Environment, Forest and Climate Change), and based on that, a decision will
be taken. ‘



Furthermore, everyone must be given an opportunity to speak. So, when you
share your opinion, please state your name and the name of your village. We
are documenting your input accordingly.

This is a democratic process, meant to ensure that the people are informed
about what is happening in their village - when a project is coming up, all
details about it should be shared, and your views should be collected before
a decision is made. That is the purpose of this public hearing.

Therefore, we request the cooperation of the public in this hearing. Now,
you may express your opinions one by one.

I. After this, the public expressed their views: The views expressed by the

public during the Public Hearing meeting are as follows:

1. Thiru. S. P. Muthuraman, Social Activist, Tirunelveli:

Good morning to the dignitaries on the dias and to all respected participants.

When an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report is pubiished, and a
public hearing is to be conducted, it's mandatory to attach around 40 types of
documents along with the EIA report. Do the officials of the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) know this or not?

Out of those necessafy documents, only about 10 documents were uploaded
just last night. Not even all 40, only around 10. Does the TNPCB believe
that the public should not be fully informed about all the project details?

If you are going to conduct a public hearing, it should be transparent and
open. Why did you fail to upload the necessary documents? You must
explain why those documents were hidden or not disclosed.

In many public hearings, it is clearly mentioned that all documents must be
uploaded along with the EIA report. So why have you failed to upload them
this time? Does this mean you want to hide the facts and keep the truth from
the people?

Respected Revenue Divisional Officer, you must confirm this — that only
10 documents were uploaded just last night. Weren’t they supposed to have
been uploaded at least 40 days in advance as per procedure? Why was this
not done? '

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:-

"You are mentioning 40 documents; do you have any list for that?"

Thiru. S.P. Muthuraman, Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli:

"Yes sir, I do have the list. When submitting the EIA report, all 40 annexure
documents must be attached along with it. Why weren’t they submitted
then? Only yesterday; last night; they were uploaded. But the rule clearly




states that these documents must be uploaded 40 days in advance. Why did

you upload them only last night? What was the reason for withholding
them?"

« "If you check the net, you’ll see that only the annexure were uploaded
separately. No one has ever uploaded them this way before."

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

« "The documents were sent to the Chief Office on August 1st. Only the Chief
Office has the authority to upload them."

Thiru. SP Muthuraman:

« "Sir, only after a complaint was made to the District Collector did they
upload the documents last night. These annexure were supposed to be

uploaded 40 days prior. Why were they hidden? What was the need to
withhold them?"

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

« "Only the Head Chief Office has the authority to upload documents, and

they claim that all the documents have been fully uploaded by the Head
Office."

Thiru. S.P. Muthuraman, Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli:

« "Sir, whether it's the Head‘ Office or the Branch Office, that’s not my
concern. When the District Environmental Engineer of the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board in Thoothukudi reviews the documents and notices
that the annexures are missing, they should have immediately issued an
intimation and ensured the annexures were uploaded. Why didn’t they do
that? When we don't have access to the necessary information, how can we

come here and speak properly? Clearly, many documents have been
withheld."

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

» "Alright, all the documents available have been placed here in this tent. If
you say something is missing, please provide the details, and we are ready to
arrange and give you whatever is required."

Thiru. S.P. Muthuraman, Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli:

« "Sir, hereafter there’s no need to just give me a photo. The reason the
procedure mandates that documents be uploaded 40 days prior is so the
public can view them and understand the processes involved.

« But if the entire procedure is being hidden, you don’t need to provide the
documents just for me; I’ll somehow find and view them. Why hide this
procedure from everyone else?



Then the question arises; is the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
operating in support of certain parties?

You're the one who earlier said this is a transparent meeting, but Where is the
transparency in all this? How can we accept this process?

It now appears that this public hearing is being conducted just as an
eyewash, simply to show that one was held.

In Survey No. 214, there is a vehicle road. How can you grant a quarry
permit on a survey number that contains a public road?

Fine; have they included that road in the “A Register”? No, they haven'.
They've only included a printed version of the A Register. You should be
producing the original A Register.

What are the subdivisions under Survey No. 214? What exists within them?
This must be clarified right now, because in the documents, it has been
shown as if nothing exists in Survey No. 214.

But there is a road in Survey No. 214. If you want, check the Topo sketch;
the road is clearly there. So, how can you approve quarrying within a road
area?

This is exactly why all of this has been hidden. Sir, there is a road in Survey
No. 214; you are fully aware of it. Shouldn't it be included in the A
Register? ‘

But in the A Register, it’s completély missing. So, has that entire road
disappeared now? How did the road shown in the topo sketch for Survey No.
214 suddenly vanish in these documents?"

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

"Please tell me, I will check the 'A Register.' Meanwhile, you continue with
your points."

Thiru. S.P. Muthuraman, Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli:

"There is a stream running through both these survey numbers. There is a
stream on both sides. ’

If you look at the topo sketch, it is clearly indicated there.
But all those streams have been hidden here.

Similarly, they claim the solar power plant is located beyond 300 meters, but
it is actually within 284 meters. If it’s within 300 meters, these mining areas
cannot be permitted." '




" Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

« "There is nothing in the ‘A Register,’ no subdivisions for 213 and 214 in the
‘A Register,” and no road or stream is mentioned. However, it is on the
village map. We are recording that."

Thiru. S.P. Muthuraman, Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli:

« "The Village Administrative Officer should conduct a survey related to these
mining areas and submit a report. That report should confirm whether there
is a road here, a stream there, a solar power plant or a high-tension electric
tower, whether these exist or not.

« That report should be submitted along with the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) report. Why hasn’t it been submitted now? The V.A.O’s
statement is missing. How can this be accepted? Why was it not submitted?"

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:
« "We will check, you continue speaking."
Thiru. S.P. Muthuraman, Environmental Activist, Tirunelveli:

« "Sir, only if all these documents are submitted, then it will be a complAete
EIA report. Without submitting all these, it seems this has been done in
favor of someone. Therefore, this should not be approved."

2. Thiru. Muhammad Thanees Kaja, Petmanagaram:

« "Sir, this is happening like a one-to-one conversation. This is supposed to be
a public hearing. If it goes like a one-to-one meeting, we won’t get a chance
to speak. Please fix a specific time so that all of us can speak."

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:
« "Everyone will be given a chance before we conclude."
Thiru. Muhammad Thanees Kaja, Petmanagaram:

« "Because if each person speaks for half an hour or even three-quarters of an
hour, everyone won’t get the chance to speak. The issues of our village

should be voiced by us, the people of this village. Others from outside
shouldn’t dominate."

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

« "Okay, you speak now. Just see how much time you take. Please express
your opinion."

Thiru. Muhammad Thanees Kaja, Petmanagaram:
« "Sir, if you look at our village, there is no agricultural land here. Fifteen
years ago, there weren’t even shops in our village. Today, such industrial

developments are coming only now, and we are getting these kinds of
industries.



Everyone here is poor.

Please look at the survey numbers here; there is no agricultural land
anywhere. Look north of here; there’s no agricultural land anywhere.

Then where will the people living here go for work? We want to work in our
own village.

Many have studied, but without jobs, they suffer and wander around. Others
from outside come here and speak, but we want to do business in our own
village. '

Only if industries operate here will good things happen for us."

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

"Please wait a minute. Share your opinion here. You must not criticize
others' opinions. Just express your own."

Thiru. Muhammad Thanees Kaja, Petmanagaram:

"Sir, I am talking about my village. I was born and raised here. Fifteen years
ago, nothing existed in our village.

About 20 years .ago, quarries came here. After that, our village developed
somewhat. The livelihood of the working-class people improved a bit.

Because of these quarries, some business activity is happening in our village.
The people around here drive lorries, collect crusher materials, and sell
them. To put it simply, many minerals are exported from here to foreign
countries. |

Regarding what they say as industrial development; materials are exported
from here to the Maldives as finished products. The central government
funds this. According to their project report, maximum goods must be

~procured from In_dia.

80% must be procured from India. So, we fund and do business ourselves. If
not procured here, they will buy from China. Only two districts, Tirunelveli
and Thoothukudi, benefit from this plan.

Among those, the four villages in our area benefit. If this doesn’t happen,
where else can we go and complain?

We want industries here. If you bring some other kind of industry, it will be
a heavily polluting project.

They are bringing this to their own land; they have not destroyed mountains
to get it. If so, we can oppose it.

This will give us employment. Please do not take this away from us. Thank

you.




" 3. Thiru. C. Muthuselvan, Veeram Sundaralinganar Nagar, Srimoolakkarai

Panchayat, Tamil Nadu People’s Progressive Association, District Youth
Wing Secretary, Social Activist:

"There are many quarries in our village.
They say there is no agriculture, that is true. We do not deny it.

But these quarry owners have destroyed our agriculture and prevented us
from raising livestock. They have completely destroyed our livelihood. So,
how can we do agriculture here?

We got good water at a depth of 30 feet in our village. The Panchayat has
taken water from our village to 10 surrounding villages.

Why did they take water from Aniyabarnallur to our village? The quarry

owners have lowered the quality of this drinking water. I definitely want to
record this.

Moreover, now due to this water, the salt content has increased, causing
many people in our area to suffer from salt-related ailments.

Kidney problems affect many, including tWOdear—old girls.

Therefore, no quarry should be allowed in this area. Also, the Mannarkulam
Sanctuary, Vellanoor Silver Deer Sanctuary are close to these quarries.
Protected forests are nearby.

There are archaeological remains spread over 2,000 acres. So, permission
should not be granted to establish quarries here. The Honorable High Court
and Hon’ble Supreme Court have given several advisories to the Tamil Nadu

and Central Governments regarding this, which I want to record in this
meeting.

Also, the quarries operating here have severely damage the environment.
Similarly, in our areas like Srimoolakkarai, Melur, Naduvur, Keelur, Veeran
Sundaralingam Nagar; many houses are unfit for living. They hide all this

and deceive the people of this area. The quarry owners and related officials
are involved in this.

I speak frankly. I have been subjected to oppression many times. I have
faced many difficulties just for expressing my opinion. I even lodged a

“complaint with the District Collector yesterday. Because of that complaint,

the security for this public hearing has been strengthened. Many social
activitisk know how much pressure I face. The people behind this pressure
are not ordinary individuals but those running illegal quarries.

- Look around the quarries; there are no native trees anywhere. All are teak

trees. We have repeatedly requested all quarries to be digitally surveyed, but
officials don’t even read our petitions. Why is this so? '



The scheduled caste communities live in Srimoolakkarai, Melur, Naduvur,
Keelur, Veeran Sundaralingam Nagar. These people should not be pushed
further into poverty. They are being forced out repeatedly by quarry owners
and officials conspiring together.

Do the scheduled caste people not have the right to live in this area? Think
carefully. There are quarries, crushers, solar projects, and a tar plant here.
Please measure the temperature in this area; the heat is rising.

This is not due to climate change but due to this artificial environment,
leading to increased heat, water drying up, and poor quality drinking water
provided by the Panchayat.

Many people here suffer from kidney stones. Under what conditions are we
living here?

All our agricultural lands have been ruined by these illegal quarry industries.
Because of this, in 2002, a public hearing about a quarry was held in this
same hall in this same area.

But it was cancelled twice due to security reasons and was eventually held in
Pudhukottai because of my request. Even then, we faced strong opposition
for speaking against these quarries. We were subjected

He came holding the compressor. His name is Arivupuththiran, from
Srimoolakkarai - Naduvoor. He is my classmate.

To him, nothing was provided, no safety helmet, no gloves, nothing at all.

Similarly, the quarry work is supposed to be done only between 7 AM and 5
PM. But the quarries here operate freely 24 hours a day.

They blast twice a day. Where can we go to complain about all this?

How many times have we protested? Don’t we have the right to live in this
area? Especially, why are the Scheduled Caste people being targeted to not
live here? Why are we being cheated and tricked repeatedly only in our
area?

Therefore, I kindly request that the people of this area be allowed to live
- peacefully, breathe clean air, and drink pure water, and opposition should
not be shown to this.

A public hearing should start in the morning and continue until everyone has
expressed their opinions; that is what a public hearing means.

Just like how we petitioned the District Collector yesterday, these incidents
are still happening today. They are opposing our freedom to express our
opinions and trying to suppress us. So I want to repeat this again and again.




Everyone in India has the legal right to express their opinions freely, as is
well known. Therefore, all opinions here must be recorded, and the public
hearing must continue until then. I request this through this meeting.

All opinions must be fully recorded. Therefore, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu
People’s Progress Association, on behalf of our village, and on behalf of the

general public, I request that permission should not be given for this quarry,
which is entirely illegal.

Thank you and goodbye.

4. Thiru. Sureshkumar, Srimoolakkarai, Social Activist.

For 75 years, we have been running a school. If you look back about 40
years ago, when I was studying, our Moolakkarai was like a narrow path,
almost without proper roads. -

After the arrival of the tire factory, today many women have come here.

Why? Because there are job opportunities, so many families have gathered
here.

Roads have been developed from Moolakkarai until now.

The person who spoke about Sundarlinganar Nagar earlier is my friend; his
native place is Perur.

Today, almost everyone has taken free pattas and come to Sundarlinganar
Nagar. Tire factory—since I was born in Srimoolakkarai.

~Back then, I studied in English medium in Srivaikundam, there was only a

coastal road then. After industries came, infrastructure improved, and it
developed almost into a highway.

He is a social actiVist, and I welcome him. I am also a social activist.
By my own effort, I brought buses to the village. What did he bring?

He mentioned many have kidney problems; did he file any requests with the
government?

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

Please avoid personal attacks. Only discuss the opinions of others. This is
not the place to say “He did this, he did that.”

Thiru. Sureshkumar, Srimoolakkarai, Social Activist:

Okay sir. Alright. Another thing, livelihood is very important for us,
economy is important. Today, individual incomef is being increased.

Our area, Srimoolakkarai, is mostly inhabited by the Thevendira Kula

Vellalars, about 90% of whom are uneducated and have taken up driving
jobs.



« About 60% of the Three-quarters of the people depend on quarry work.

Because earlier, they had no land or homes.For us, quarry work is the main
livelihood.

« Now solar energy has come, but it provides very little employment, less than
10 people. We are stuck with quarry work.

« This type of quarry is what provides us livelihood and development.
Therefore, you must come and support this.

« That means, with government permission, this is what we want for our
people. Now, we are asking the government to ensure that quarry trucks go
and tar roads are laid.

« If everyone has these problems, you should help us develop the place, grow
trees, and bring industries with safety for the people; that is our humble
request.

. Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement:

« Hello, my name is Mugilan, Coordinator of Tamil Nadu Environmental
Protection Movement.

Thiru. Sureshkumar, Srimoolakkarai, Social Activist:

« Sir, one minute. This quarry belongs to our Panchayat area. Outsiders come
and talk about everything.

« Today, he came by bus and speaking. He doesn’t even know the spot. He has
come many times before like this to talk.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

» Let him speak. Then we can see. Everyone here has a chance to speak.
Thiru. Sureshkumar, -Srimoolakkarai, Social Activist:

« Let the people of our Panchayat speak, sir.

« Let the people of that area speak. If outsiders speak and you accept that, how
will we understand, sir?

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:
o Let him speak, then we will see.

« Everyone has the opportunity to speak. Everyone present here has the
chance to speak.

Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator of Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement:

« I am the Coordinator of the Environmental Protection Movement. Last time,
during a similar public consultation meeting, when a problem arose, the
Collector had left.
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Because of disturbances to such consultation meetings, Vinith, the District

Collector of Tiruppur, cancelled four quarry consultation meetings.

Regarding quarry consultation meetings, we want to make it clear that we
are doing this all over Tamil Nadu.

We speak only based on documents and facts. Please verify whether what
we say is true or not. Please tell if I leave outside the subject. Thank you.

This quarry consultation meeting is being held in Moolakkarai village,

jointly organized by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and:

Thoothukudi District Administration. I extend my greetings to the chairman
of the consultation meeting, our dear Deputy Collector, the District
'Environmental Engineer leading this event, all the participating department
officials, public representatives, quarry owners, and- all concerned citizens
who care about protecting this land and nature.

First, I am not saying this consultation meeting should not be held. The
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu has stated this. On November 19, 2020, the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister said that the Minister C.V. Shanmugam should
resign for improperly allotting a quarry to an MLA’s son. This is from an
article in Tamil Hindu. The Chief Minister’s website also states that public

officials’ relatives should not be given tenders or leases. _
: Aon O

Due to this irregularity, the Chief Minister told quarry granted to Vaanur
Constituency MLA, Thiru. Sakkarapani, should be cancelled, and the
Minister was asked to resign.

When he was the opposition leader, if you asked what the basis was in the
quarry, land present above, is owned by them, but below is government
property. Government property should not be allotted to an MLLA, MP, or
their family. It can be allotted only to relatives, not blood relatives. This is
the law.

Therefore, as far as quarry is S.F.No. 213 part and 214 part is concerned,
since this quarry belongs to the family member of MLLA Nainar Nagendran’s
son, legally permission should not be granted to the quarry. This is not my
statement, but the Chief Minister’s one.

Next, regarding the land where this quarry is located, we have checked
whether various government regulations are applicable. Around the quarry,
within a 300-meter radius, there is a tower line.

According to the Indian Electricity Act, 1953, Section 83(2), a quarry cannot
be established within 300 meters of a tower line. Here, a tower line is within
300 meters, and a solar panel is at 294 meters.
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However, when asked about this, they presented a map claiming the tower
line is beyond 300 meters, which was shortened in the Power Point
presentation.

Therefore, since the tower line and solar plant are within 300 meters, legally
this quarry cannot be permitted.

Additionally, regarding the stream near the quarry, which was mentioned
earlier, in the annexure approved last night, the village map shows the
stream on the north and south sides of the quarry marked in rose color. A 50-
meter buffer zone must be maintained from the stream. They have not shown
the stream in the mining plan. Due to the failure to maintain the 50-meter
buffer, this quarry is not eligible to operate legally.

- Moreover, the quarry land includes S.F.No. 213 part and 214 part, and

between these two there is a vehicle pathway. The quarry must maintain a
10-meter buffer from this road, and if it is a major road, then 50 meters
buffer should be maintained. The quarry land is adjacent to a road which is
part of our patta (land record), so it is not exempt.

We have filed an RTI with the Tamil Nadu Land Survey Department and

- received information confirming this. According to Revenue Department

Land Rules, section 20 part 15, even if a road or canal passes through patta
land, it is government property. If encroached, the Tahsildar has the
authority to remove the encroachment, as informed by the Public
Information Officer and Assistant Commissioner. Therefore, since the road

ppasses through the quarry land, permission cannot be legally granted for the

quarry.

Similarly, within 300 meters of the quarry, there are houses. Though they
claim no houses are within 300 meters, when checked within 144 meters,

_there is a workers’ settlement.

Last year, during an explosion incident at Aviyur in V1rudhunagar about 3
kilometers were affected, and 6 people died.

The prewious Assistant Director, Mines has issued a “Preciéds Area
Communication Letter” stating that temporary or permanent residences of
workers should not be within 300 meters. However, labour quarters is
located at a distance of 144m. This is supported by Google Maps as well.

Hence, permission cannot be given for this quarry.

Also, according to page 15 of this PPT document, it states that within a 10
km radius, there are no historical or archaeological monuments.

& A Member of the Public:

Sir, please give everyone a chance, sir.
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' " Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi: (

Sir, please speed up a little, sir.

Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement: '

Archaeological signs are said to be absent here, as mentioned in page 15. It
1s stated that within 10-kilometer radius of this survey area, there are no
archaeological signs. '

But within 3 kilometers, there is Sivakalai. Just yesterday, our Chief
Minister announced that it has a history of thousands of years, and it was a
major news story in Indian Express. Not only that, there is Adichanallur.

Here is the Chandrayappar temple, Srivaikundam temple, and nearby there is

a shelter (Sanctuary). They have denied all these existences saying they are
not here. '

How will the sanctuary is be affected because when explosives are used

‘here, the wind spreads dust and destroys small lives. Even normal

firecrackers scare away dogs and goats. That is why we say it will impact
wildlife. Since all these are here, this quarry cannot be permitted.

Furthermore, Srivaikundam Dam is within 5 kilometers, but they have not
shown Srivaikundam Dam on the map. They show a river but do not

mention the dam. There are two bridges in that area.

If explosions continue at this quarry, water from the. dam will seep into the
quarry, which is 150 feet deep. The water in the dam will be lost to the
quarry. ’

Not only that, the dam and bridges will be damaged. As already mentioned
about the Cauvery, the Chief Minister has warned about drought-like
conditions.

So, in this way, Srivaikundam Dam has been hidden.

Moreover, they say water has already come, but according to Tuticorin
district records, out of 12 unions, 8 unions are completely saline. Regarding
water in this area, from 602...

Cancel the meeting, sir. What is this, sir? We are teﬂking trusting you, but

the mic.. is being messed with, sir.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

Please wait, please wait. Don’t tamper with the mic.

Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement:

Who is this? Who is this?
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Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

¢ One minute.

Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement: '

« Who is this? Who is this, sir? You officers decide and conduct the meeting.
Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:
« Call the police.

o Please wait, please wait. One minute. We will listen to everything before we
leave.

Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement:

. Okay, please stay. We have come only to hear opinions.

« We will not be afraid of this disturbance and threats.
Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

« Sit down, don’t tamper with the mic. Please sit down.

Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement: '

« There is an officer here, who are you?
Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:
« Okay, okay, stay calm. Stay calm.

Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement:

« Here on page 15 of the PPT,...

« The meeting can continue until 8 o'clock, sir. Many meetings have been
held. Understand?

« Please share your opinion.
Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:
« I will stay until everyone has spoken.
« I will stay and listen until then.
Thiru. Muhammad Thanees Kaja, Bet]\managar:

~+ T'am from this village. Everyone here is suffering. You are hearing the
outsider's opinion.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

« We will record with the village names, only don't worry.
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Thiru. Muhammad Thanees Kaja, Bet}lmanagar:

« We are from this village. Then who will speak from this village?

Association, District Youth Wing Secretary, Social Activist, Srimoolakkarai
Panchayat: ' '

Thiru.C. Muthuselvan, Secretary of Tamil Nadu Peoples Progress Iw\bj&,

« The village is not the problem, telling the truth is the problem.
Thiru. Sureshkumaf, Social ActiVist, Srimoolakkarai:

« Sir, one minute, like this, Thiru. Mukilan previously came to the Threekey
quarry.
« After that, please tell us where all he conducted surveys, sir. -

« We don't want people who come with bribes just to talk to the counter.

« We want our Panchayat people. Last timé, he came to Threekey
Venkateswara Quarry and spoke.

« Did he check what damage happened to people after that?.
Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

. Wewill récord with the village people's names.
Thiru. Sureshkumar, Social Activist, Srimoolakkarai:

» No, he is advising Tamil Nadu Government. It self infornt of you. If you
listen to what he says, there is a dam here. The Government does all this
without knowing it. How can you approve if you see this, sir?

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:
« No. He comes with documents and speaks.
« So please give him a chance.
Thiru. Sureshkumar, Social Activist, Srimoolakkarai:

« These quarries have been operating for 40 years. Has the dam broken? He is
just coming now and saying new things, si.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:
« We are here to heér opinions.
« Itis not that everything they say is the truth.
Thiru. Sureshkuinar, Social Activist, Srimoolakkarai:
 Sir, please listen_td opinions, but listen to the locals too.
Revenﬁé D1v1snonal Officer, Thoothukudi:

« Everyone’s opinion should be heard. Everyone's opinion should be heard.
Please sit down, please sit down.
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Thiru. Sureshkumar, Social Activist, Srimoolakkarai:
+ The next quarry will start and he will come.
« Shouldn’t the sons of the soil speak? Are we all uneducated?

« How many minutes will you give one person? Should we not speak? Should
we leave? Tell us.

Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement:

» No matter how many battles, how many hours, we will stay and listen, says
the Revenue Divisional Officer. Even our District Collector Thiru. Senthilraj
said the same. Speak as long as you want. I will sit and listen, he said.

6. Thiru.T. Muniyasamy, Moolakkarai:
 You can speak outside as long as you want. This is our village.
« We must first express our opinion.
« Take the opinion. Get their opinion. If they oppose, take note of that too.
« We also understand the environment, sir.
Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

« They are speaking based on documents. They are telling point by point.

Thiru. Muhammad Thanees Kaja, Bethmanagar:

« Sir, he speaks for an hour. Shouldn’t others speak?
Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

« Okay. We will fix the time, please wait.
X, A Member of the Public:

« Sir, does he know what is happening in our village?
Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi:

« Please sit. Please sit. We are all from same place. There should not be
differences because of this. Supporters and opposers are from our village
only.

« We will record everything. Please sit. Be patient. Waiting 5 minutes doesn’t
matter.

o T will wait. I will listen to everyone’s opinions and then only I will leave.
« Please be patient. I will listen to everyone’s opinions.
« This is not the place to make a decision.

« So whatever they say, you listen. Whatever you say, they will listen.
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« Whether supporting or opposing, it is amongst us. So don’t mind what they
say. No matter how long, I will stay and listen to the opinions.

«  We will record whatever they say. No decision will be taken today.

« Whatever théy say, we will record and send. Even if it is sent, there are no

people who blindly believe. SEIAA will consider only if it is a fair one. You

- know what has happened to previous quarries you know everything. So
don’t mind this.

« Those who oppovse must accept what supporters say. Supporters must accept

what opponents say. So between these two, no personal attacks or anything
within our village.

«  Everyone must pay attention and behave well.

» If people keep getting up and leaving prematurely, this will not be a victory
for our village. o

« Officers leaving early or canceling the meeting is easy. Today, I could have
canceled and left, but that won’t happen again.

« It must continue no matter what. Supporters will hesitate if it is cancelled;
opposites will feel happy. So you must convince yourselves. No more
problems. Please sit and listen to what is said.

*+ In one more minute, he will finish. Then everyone will get a chance. I will
listen to everyone and then leave. Please sit.

Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator of Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement

« Previously, 8 unions in Thoothukudi district were in a dangerous state of
being overexploited. Because of this, in 2017, we protested here at
Srivaikundam and 400 people were arrested. Not only that, now the water
quality here has been shown to be at 642 TDS (Total Dissolved Solids) in
the 22™ page of PPT. If it is 200, it is fit for drinking. If it is 500, it is
suitable for goats, cattle, and agriculture. Here, the water has 642 TDS with |
saline content -according to the project designer. Therefore, if this quarry
comes, it Wi’lli have a huge impact. Moreover, the sand here is being

- depleted. If M-sand is stopped, what will happen? On November 22, 2017,
the Tamil Nadu-Chief Minister wrote on his Facebook page in Tamil and

~ English that from foreign countries natural river sand should be im}Sorted. If
1.5 million metric tonnes of foreign sand are imported monthly, it can meet
the daily requirement of 27,000 road sand in Tamil Nadu. This sand is
available in Southeast Asian countries. For this, six government orders have
already been issued, and we request to continue this.

« Similarly, everyone talks about roads here. For village roads, only 10 tons
should be allowed. This is not my statement; the Supreme Court clearly



stated this in 2003 and 2023, allowing only 10 tons on village roads, 18 tons
on 6-wheeler vehicles, and similar limits on other roads. Exceeding these
limits will lead not only to fines but also to Public Property Damage Act
(PPDA) cases. This is stated clearly by the Minister of Union Transport and
Highways and our Transport Commissioner on 26.07.2023.

Based on this, people say 5 lakh or 5 crore rupees, but constructing one
kilometer of village road costs between 50 lakh to 1 crore rupees. State and
National Highways cost from 5 crores up to 230 crores. Therefore, social
assets should not be misused for private gain.

Pasumai Aran (Green Belt), many quarries have already been operating here.
This quarry is said to develop on 7.5 acres. They say they will plant 1500
native trees. But not even one of the existing quarries planted a green belt. If
it was maintained, the rain would pour heavily here. In paperwork, it is there
because the quarry owners make money only. Many quarries lack wire
fencing, causing deaths. Our Chief Secretary, Thiru. Sivadas Meena, clearly
said in 2023 that all operating quarries must have wire fencing, including the
Amended quarry. If there is no fund for it, it should be provided from the
government treasury. This must be implemented.

Similarly, they are seeking permission for quarries numbered 213 and 214
without any subdivision or proper procedure. Why do they put such things?
For one piece of land, subdivision is done, but for a quarry with national
importance, no subdivision is done. This leads to a lack of awareness about
the quarry.

Also, workers do not have ESI, PF, or insurance. Because of this, the Tamil
Nadu government gave 15 lakh rupees when accidents happened in
Adaimadam. For quarry-related injuries, they gave 10 lakh rupees.

Workers are called workers, but none have ESI, PF, or insurance. This has
been brought up with the labor office.

Moreover, children here have been affected by sugar-related diseases.
Recently, on May 14, the Education Department released a circular stating
all government schools should have sugar boards. This is because children
have been affected by sugar-related illnesses. The Tamil Nadu government
did not say this; it was the Delhi government. Therefore, the quarries, M-

sand quarry increase sugar disease and cause health issues.

The Tahsildar has signed documents, but we are showing what they have
signed now.

We show the road condition, the Electricity line and with the help of fake
documents FMB is manipulated using computers. Therefore, this public
hearing must ensure that no permission is given to the quarry, as the Chief
Minister said, because the quarry is being given to an MLA's son.
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What the Chief Minister told for Vanur ML A Sakkarapani the same applies
to Tirunelveli MLA’s son as well.

Thank you for the opportunity.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Thoothukudi

Okay, now let's proceed with the rest. Please do not speak too much. Many

people want to speak now. Please limit your speech to one or two minutes.

If you are in support, please state your name, place, and support, or just say

~ "support" if you wish.

If you oppose, please say so in brief. No need to go into too much detail. If
you want something, write a petition and send it to us or the relevant
authorities. They will consider it.

Only support or opposition comments are allowed, limited to one or two
minutes. No long speeches. Please ensure this going forward.

¥. Thiru. T. Muniyasamy, Moolakkarai

Greetings to all. I want to say something to those who are conducting this
hearing. Everyone should speak.

Many of the sons of this land are knowledgeable. I am truly embarrassed
because we cannot even tell our own problems.

There are so mariy people here; what benefit or impact is this? This meeting

is to convey that. He (previous speaker) spoke a lot, maybe for us, I do not
deny that. | |

But if he had given priority to the sons of the land while speaking, I would
have respected him.

I am speaking as the Vice President of the Livestock Care Association.

I say that if this quarry comes up in a way that does not harm the grazing
animals and does not affect the living environment of the people, I welcome
it. ‘

Furthermore, the quarry must prdvide jobs especial.ly to the people in the
surrounding areas like Srimoolakkarai Melur, Keelur, Naduur, and

Sundaralinganagar. This must be done to improve their livelihood. I
welcome the quarry with full heart. Thank you.

8. Tmt. Vellaiammal, Srimoolakkarai Keelur

Sir, thanks and greetings. Please do not think I am speaking out of place.

We took agricultural loans at 10 paise interest and put it into cultivation. If
we plant banana, it gets damaged by wind and dies. This is a loss.
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We bought on a 10 paise interest rate hoping to do farming, but that too is

lost. If a company or quarry comes to our village, we will work hard and
protect our children.

We are poor people; tell us where else to go and work and eat?
We definitely need this opportunity.

We have no problems even if the quarry is set up 4 or 5 kilometers from our
village on the upper part of the field. They will give us at least one auto
(transport). We are poor people; we will work and survive.

Then what will we do? Where will we go? What did the government do for

us? If people start working, we can survive. Sir.
&

9. Thiru. Natarajan, Srimoolakrai Panchayat Union Councilor:

My name is Natarajan, and I serve as the Panchayat Union Councilor for
Srimoolakrai. '

I am a ward member, and this person here is the Panchayat President. Along
with fellow ward member Mr. Ramakrishnan, we are all united in requesting
a proper road.

We definitely support the setting up of the quarry, but we are asking for just
one thing — a pathway.

The road from our village needs to go from here to Akkarai. We are simply
requesting that you allocate 20 feet of land for the road. After that, you can
go ahead and set up the quarry nicely.

Because of that quarry, 15 people from our village are already working at
the Tamiraparani site. In the same way, we have requested employment for
another 15 people here too.

We are only asking for something that benefits us.
Brother Muthuselvan mentioned that a boy died after falling into a quarry.

I myself work in a quarry. That boy actually died due to a seizure (attack)
while at the quarry. That’s what really happened.

That is the matter. Thank you, and greetings.

10.Thiru. Thanga Nattar, Former Sri Moolakkarai . Panchayat Union
- Councillor:

I am speaking as a former Panchayat leader. My Panchayat has 8 sub-
villages, and all 8 villages are doing well.

Regarding the natural accident he mentioned, where someone fell into the
quarry and died—he said that was fate, and nothing can be done about it. It
wasn’t that someone pushed him into the quarry.
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Water flows in the stream. When it rains, the water flows in flood towards

the stream. If the quarry exists, water will accumulate in the quarry’s pit.
From there, we have borewells.

The Panchayat has a borewell. That borewell receives water. They said there
is a pathway there, but when we demarcated the area in 2012, there was no
such path.

Now they say there is a path, Thiru. Mugilan said so. But the path has no
connection to the quarry. ‘

There is a temple, it is like a common place. We go to that temple; there is
no objection. So, if water flows from the quarry into the stream, it is
beneficial to us.

Because there will not always be water in the stream; when it rains, water
goes to the sea. There is a bund constructed, and if excess water comes, it
flows to the sea.

So if this quarry existed and if there was water in the quarry pit, the borewell
will get water from this stream, and the quarry’s spring will come to our
borewell.

So, we have no objection to operate the quarry. Because it is located on a
windy mountain side, it is windy in the month of Aadi (mid-July to mid-
August). They say trees should be planted. That is true.

Someone said that they only plant Savukku trees, which only grow that
much, due to the rocky terrain. So it is unavoidable. When the wind blows,
dust comes, so we should cover it.

People say houses will collapse, but that’s not true. Many houses are now
loan houses built under Amma Pasumai House Scheme. I have also helped
some Muslim families buy houses.

If anyone says houses were damaged because of blasting in the quarry, let

them say it. If people say so, let them come forward. There is nothing like
that. |

But we will advise them to blast only in controlled amounts. If they blast

loudly, I will personally talk to them and ask them to reduqe the amount of
explosives and salt used.

Truly, we will advise all quarries like this. We have the
Padmanabamangalam Panchayat next to us. We are close to it. So can we
say the quarry affects us? There is no problem.

They will do whatever they want to do. Employment is there. We, support
that; we are not against it. The government permits you to provide
employment to locals. That’s enough.
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We support quarry operation with government approval. Many men and
women from our village support it. So we support it. Thank you.

11. Thiru. Subburaj, Former President of Perur Panchayat

My name is Subburaj. I am the former president of the nearby Perur
Panchayat. I wholeheartedly welcome the Revenue Divisional Officer who
has come to attend this public hearing, along with all the government
officials accompanying him, and also the large number of farmers, women,
and police personnel from the neighboring village of Kirathi who have
gathered here today.

Our entire area is predominantly dependent on agriculture. Even that
agricultural work typically lasts only for about 3 to 4 months in a year.
Beyond that, there is no guaranteed employment available for our people.

To be specific, in the nearby village of Meenakshipatti, there is a company
called Kollankottai. The people from surrounding villages usually go there
for work. But even there, they do not receive consistent or full-time
employment.

- Therefore, if this proposed quarry provides assured job opportunities for the

local people, I welcome it 100 percent.

At the same time, if this quarry can be established without posing any threat
to our environment, then we welcome it 100 percent.

Some of our friends here, who care deeply about society, have presented
various data points and raised arguments. I appreciate their efforts and
involvement.

However, the opinion that truly matters is that of the people living in the
village where the quarry is to be established and the surrounding
communities. It is their voices that need to be heard. If we go solely by data
and statistics raised by outsiders, then no quarry will ever be able to
function.

Without quarries, we won’t have access to any building materials or
construction supplies. So, go and ask the people in the affected village. If

they feel the quarry brings them benefits, allow it. If they feel it causes harm,
~ stop it. It’s as simple as that.

The majority opinion should come from that village and from people living
within a 5-kilometer radius around it. Ask them for their views and make the
decision based on their feedback. We don’t need opinions from people who
are unrelated to the issue or live far away.Thank you.
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- 12,

Thiru. A. Nagarajan, Former Unlon Councilor, Parakramapandi,

Resident of Moolakkarai

First, I would like to sincerely thank the Revenue Inspector sir and the
Police officers who have come to attend this public hearing.

There’s nothing that can be definitively said as a harm caused by this quarry.

My name is A. Nagarajan. I served as a Union Councilor from 2006 to 2012
for Parakramapandi. I currently live in the resettlement area of Moolakkarai.

Everyone keeps saying that the quarry brings harm, but let me share a real
incident from when I was a councillor: during that time, for any road issues
from Batmangalam (Petmanagaram) to Srimoolakkarai, whether it was the
Highways Department, Union Department, or PWD, none of them could do
anything when approached with complaints.

However, the Threekey (quarry) owner, fairly and without any obligation,
has laid gravel multiple times and continues to maintain this road even
today.

Until now, the Threekey (quarry) owner has always been ready to help the
public, no matter what issue arises.

Going forward, let’s advice the quarry operators to continue doing good for
these villages and maintain a positive approach.

There are many more such examples I can share.

People might say that there are no benefits from the quarry, but that’s not

true, there are benefits. Make sure the local people get employment through
it. Thank you

13. Thiru. Abu, Social Activist, Moolakkarai |

I’m from Petmanagaram, and I’'m a social activist. I know Brother Balaji
very well. That’s because he provides employment to many workers.

We are genuinely happy that a quarry is coming up in our area. I’m not here
to oppose it. I request the Revenue Officer to kindly record this statement.

However, when soil is transported from the quarry, the trucks are not
properly loaded.

Quarry owners give drivers 100 extra, and they overload the trucks. For
instance, where the allowed weight is 10 tons, they load 11 or 12 tons.

This damages our roads. Later, when we complain to the Tahsildar, to you,
or even to the police, it is only then that any action is taken.

Recently, near Mr. Padmanabhan’s place, while he and another person were
returning from the temple, they slipped and fell due to debris. I immediately
informed Padmanabhan sir. He promptly sent two people who cleared the
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debris right away. Look here — I’ve brought photos of some locations. I’ve
marked only a few spots.

In Petmanagaram and Aazlamaram areas, overloaded trucks are moving
regularly. The quarry itself is not the problem—you are the ones who need
to raise these issues!

Whether a quarry should be opened or not is a matter of personal opinion.
But if it opens, it provides employment, which is a good thing for everyone.

In fact, the District Collector recently announced a 70 lakh scheme at the
village assembly, and that money came from quarry revenue.

It is used for roads, drinking water, electricity, etc. So why aren’t you
(authorities) acknowledging this in your statements? After all, it’s your wife
and children who are the ones walking on these damaged roads.

When a truck is _overloaded, call the driver and tell him, “Sir, please reduce
the load, and go slowly over the speed breakers.”

Because of this, we’ve seen people seriously injured — one person’s head
was fractured and required treatment. Please record this point: We have no
objection to the opening of the quarry.

It is necessary for the people. Nowadays, we can’t even get river sand. We
are forced to use M-sand, so this quarry is essential.

But remember—about 20 years ago, in a similar public hearing in another
district, people complained that the dust from overloaded trucks was
affecting vehicles behind them like cars and bikes.

So back then, they were instructed to sprinkle water after loading. But now,
these people sprinkle water before the loading begins!

For example, if a farmer is building a house, he buys 2 tons of M-sand. Out
~ of that, half a ton is just water weight. When it reaches his house, the amoﬁnt
of usable sand is far less. No one, neither the buyer nor the seller, is
checking this properly. People just want the soil delivered and that’s it.

Balaji sir should ensure that when this quarry starts, the people of
Petmanagaram gets job opportunities.

But we have one key request:

When trucks leave the quarry with loads, you must issue memos to every
quarry in the area (not just new ones).

If even one truck spills sand or debris, impose a fine.

If you fine just one or two trucks, the quarry owners will begin to issue
memos to their drivers.

The police cannot be on patrol all the time. So please record and act on this
request. People in our area are repeatedly raising these issues. I've already
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submitted a complaint to sir (officials), and he responded saying, “I’ll look
into it.”So, please take action and fulfill this request for our benefit.

14. Thiru. Ramakrishnan, Srlmoolakkaral — Former Panchayat Member

Greetings. My name is Ramakrishnan, former Panchayat member of
Srimoolakkarai.

Earlier, Abu Anna spoke and mentioned that ¥78 lakhs were received
through the CESA fund via Mines, but he was mistaken—in fact, it was
around X1 crore that was received.

That %1 crore was allocated, and on Independence Day, the District
Collector officially announced several schemes for the Srimoolakkarai

Panchayat, which are now being implemented.

So, I'm speaking now just to clarify that it wasn’t 78 lakhs, but X1 crore
that was received. |

Due to the establishment of this quarry, the Panchayat is receiving

significant funds, which in turn are being used to implement various welfare
schemes for the public.

Therefore, the arrival of this quarry is a great suppbrt to us and brings in
more financial resources, enabling us to elevate the development of
Srimoolakkarai Panchayat to the next level.

Not only that, it also acts as a major opportunity for local youth
employment.

Many of the people here are truck drivers or own small transport vehicles.

If not for the quarry, they would have to travel long distances to load
materials, which is financially burdensome and results in heavier debt.

With the quarry nearby, they can easily take loads, repay loans, build homes,
and this will boost local infrastructure.

Therefore, on behalf of the people of Srimoolakkarai Panchayat, we |

wholeheartedly welcome the establishment of this quarry.

15. Thiru. Karthick Raja, Sri Moolakkarai:

I work as a Senior Engineer in a private thermal power station in
Thoothukudi. | |

Around 20 to 30 years ago, people in this village were leaving due to
poverty and hunger. That situation is well known to everyone here.

It was only after the arrival of private industries that things started
Improving.

Now, most parehts want to put their children in Eriglish medium schools.
I’m not saying Tamil medium is bad.

But every parent wants their child to develop communication skills.
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That desire exists in every household.
Today, in Srimoolakkarai, three-fourths of the children are studying in
matriculation schools.
And that change is only because private industries came here.
My request is this: |
o Appoint a safety officer to be present 24/7.
o Ensure that all laborers are provided with safety precautions.
o Provide personal protective equipment (PPE) such as helmets, nose
masks, etc. to workers.
If these safety measures are ensured, we will all support the quarry
wholeheartedly.

16. Thiru. Pandi, Perur.

I’m coming from Srivaikundam.

Setting up a quarry in our area brings many benefits.

If you look around, there are very few proper job opportunities here.

For a decent job, people still have to travel all the way to Thoothukudi.
Many people here lack basic facilities.

This quarry would provide job opportunities for local women as well.

It will be a great benefit for those running lorry businesses.

Not just the quarry owners, but also daily wage laborers will benefit greatly.
So, it is the strong opinion of the people in our area that a quarry should
definitely come up here. |

Moreover, the basic needs of the people here are often fulfilled through the
quarries.

Almost everyone in this region depends directly or indirectly on these
quarries.

Therefore, we strongly support the establishment of this quarry. Thank you.

17. Thiru. M. Mariyappan, from Malavarayanatham

Greetings. For the past 20 years, a quarry has been operating in this area—it
didn’t start yesterday or recently.

Everything has been functioning in an orderly manner. This is not new;
quarry operations have been ongoing here for two decades.

The local environment has not been affected in any way, and the people
have welcomed the quarry operations positively as it has created
employment opportunities.

There’s been a lot of work available, even for building houses.

The quarry operators have supported the Panchayat and education—they are
not just operating for profit. |

For every village temple festival or donation request, the operators have
helped and contributed.
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No one can find fault with them.

Whether in politics or not, whenever nearby villages raised a request, the
quarry operators have always fulfilled them. That’s how they’ve been
running for the past 20 years. “

If there were any harm caused, could they have operated for so long?
Definitely not.

So there has been no disruption to the public.

As far as we’re concerned, we approve of the quarry’s continuation without
any environmental issues.

Let it operate smoothly.

Please tell the operators to continue doing good for the people and the
village community—we fully support it.Thank you.

18. Thiru. Vallinayagam, from Perur Village, State Vice President — Pattali
Makkal Katchi (PMK)

I am Vallinayagam, from Perur village, a nearby area, and I am the State
Vice President of the Pattali Makkal Katchi (PMK).

Sir, it's a good move that this public hearing for the quarry is being
conducted in front of the RDO, geologists, police officials, and the public.

If the quarry is operated without causing any harm to the people, and you
grant permission under that condition, we welcome it.

We-also support proper regulation for the protection and management of
mineral resources, and for safe quarry operations.

We will always .stand in support if it’s done safely and responsibly.Thank
you.

19. Mrs. Geetha, Social Activist

Greetings to everyone. My name is Geetha, I’m a social activist.

I first extend my respects to the district revenue officials, Pollution Control
Board officers, other Government department representatives, the quarry
owner, and the local villagers for organizing this public hearing effectively.

In today’s scenario, this company is giving priority to the development of
local villages. ‘

It is providing job opportunities for youth and the general public.
It is also encouraging self-employment.

They have been assisting nearby educational institutions, helping in their
improvement.
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Furthermore, the company is contributing 10% of its revenue towards local
development by laying cement roads, providing drinking water, and
constructing sewage tanks.

If this company wants to continue functioning well, it can also form village
development committees from the surrounding V1llages and carry out
projects with their cooperation.

In addition, if they plant native trees like Neem, Aththi (Fig), Arasu
(Peepal), Pungai, and Nunnai, around the quarry, it will help preserve the
environment for generations, improve soil fertility, and help reduce drought.

Therefore, I request that a No-Objection Certificate (NOC) be issued to this
quarry and the company.Thank you.

20. Thiru. Veerasubramaniyan, Srimoolakkarai

Greetings, Sir. I am Veerasubramaniyan from Srimoolakkarai village.
We appreciate the‘ quarry coming here.
But I want to say it should be legal.

A quarry should be at least 100 feet away from agncultural land and 300 feet
away from the village.

We are having this hearing without knowing exactly where the quarry will
be located. We must be clearly told where it is going to be.

Without that, the trucks from these quarries are passing through our village.
The highway department says there is no space even for one truck to move
aside.

Our village children find it very difficult to travel this way because of dust
and overloaded trucks, and many children are unable to attend school.

The trucks should have a separate path through the forest or directly through
the fields, but they are not doing that.

Trucks from any quarry pass through our village, causing difficulties for the
children to go to school.

We strongly demand a solution to this. We have already filed many
complaints at the station, around 10-15 complaints, but no action has been
taken.Please take necessary steps to fix this. '

Revenue Divisional Officer, Tuticorin

If anyone from the public wants to speak or if anyone else wants to say
something, please do so; otherwise, we can take the petition and conclude
the meeting. Thank you.

Does anyone else want to speak?




« I would like to extend my thanks to all the public present here around this
village, as well as the proponent, lease holder, police officers, media friends,
our Revenue ofﬁcials, and Pollution Control officials who participated in
this meeting. |

» Please submit your petitions to me in writing. The public hearing meeting
has now concluded. Thank you. | |

II. The District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB, Thoothukudi
« Do you have any other petitions to submit? |

» With this, the public hearing meeting is concluded. Thank you and greetings.

The following documents are attached along with the Public Hearing
proceedings: | '
1. Pen drive consisting of the Recorded Video (2-Nos) of the entire Public
Hearing proceedings (Annexure — I).
2. List of participants who attended the Public Hearing (Annexure — II).
3. Written views/ c'omments received for this project (Annexure — I1II).
4. During this public hearing meeting, two written petitions opposing the

establishment of this project have been attached herewith.

5. During this Public Hearing meeting, 112 written petitions supporting the
establishment of this project have been attached herewith.

\»"
- W\
L | : q/?l\
Tu
District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Thoothukudi.
Thoothukudi.
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