PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
OBTAINING THE EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM THE STATE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESMENT AUTHORITY (SEIAA-TN) FOR
PROPOSED MINING PROJECT OF THE UNIT M/S. SHRI NATURAL STONES
(ROUGH STONE QUARRY) IN THE SURVEY NUMBERS: 738(PART-2) LEASE
OVER AN EXTENT OF 2.00.0 HA AT THANDARAI VILLAGE, DENKANIKOTTAI
TALUK, KRISHNAGIRI DISTRICT.

Proposed to mining project of rough stone quarry with an extent

of 2.00.0 hectares by the unit m/s. Shri Natural Stones (Rough

Stone Quarry) in the survey numbers: 738 (part-2), Thandarai
- Village, Denkanikottai Taluk, Krishnagiri District.

Name of the Project:

Venue: M/s. BA Function Hall, SF.No. 181, 182, Chinna Bennangur
| Village, Hosur Main Road, Denkanikottai Taluk, Krishnagiri
District
Date & Time: 10.07.2026 — 11:00 AM
Present:
Tmt. Akrithi Sethi, IAS Revenue Divisional officer, Hosur

2. Er.Purﬁshothaman, B.Tech, M.E. | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Hosur |

3. Er.M.Silambarasah, M.E.; Assistant Engineer,

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Hosur.

4, Thiru.M.N.Ravikumar The proprietor, M/s. Shri Natural Stones
(Rough stone quarry), S.F. No. 738(Part-2)
at Thandarai Village, Denkanikottai Taluk,
Krishnagiri District.

5. | Thiru.K.Vijayaragavan Field Expert member in the Mr/s.
Geotechnical Mining Solutions,
Dharmapuri for the Preparation of
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Report for this Project.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) |

6. Public and Environmentalists 86 Persons (List Enclosed)

The District Environmental Engineer (DEE), Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Krishnagiri District has welcomed the Revenue Divisional officer, Hosur, Government
Officials, General Public and NGO’s/ Environmentalist for the Public hearing and
informed that the unit of M/s. Shri Natural Stones (Rough stone quarry), S.F. No.
738(Part-2) at Thandarai Village, Denkanikottai Taluk, Krishnagiri District has proposed
to Mining project of Rough Stone Quarry. This activity attracts Environmental Impact
Assessment Notification 2006, as amended under the category “B1” in the schedule
1(a) of the said notification.

Furthermore, the DEE, TNPCB, Hosur, has informed that the SEIAA-TN issued
the Terms of Reference (ToR) with a public‘hearing for preparing the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) report for the aforementioned activity under the
Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 on 16.10.2025. The project
proponent has submitted the draft EIA report to the office of the DEE, TNPCB, Hosur.
A public notice for the public hearing, scheduled on 27.05.2026, was published in “The
New Indian Express” and “Dhinathanthi” on 03.06.2026 with the approval of the District
Collector, Krishnagiri. This public hearing is for the proposed industry of M/s. Shri
Natural Stones (Rough Stone Quarry), and public announcements have been made via

loudspeakers and pamphlets distributed in the surrounding villages.

The District Environmental Engineer has informed that the details of the
proposed project and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study conducted by
the EIA Co-ordinator will be explained through a Power Point presentation by the project
proponent/EIA Co-ordinator. Furthermore, the DEE stated that after the presentation,
the public can express their views, suggestions, and comments on the project, either
verbally or in writing, one by one. Additionally, DEE has informed that the opinions and
suggestions of the public and environmentalists will be recorded and forwarded to the
SEIAA-TN.

The Revenue Divisional officer, Hosur has requested the project proponent EIA
Consultant to explain the detail of the project and the EIA study conducted by them to
the public in detail.
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Mr. K. Vijayaraghavan, Field Expert member for the Preparation of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report, M/s. Geotechnical Mining Solutions,
Dharmapuri, welcomed the Sub-Collector, Hosur, the District Environmental Engineer,
environmental enthusiasts, government officials from various departments, and the
general public who participated in the meeting. He then presented a detailed
explanation of the proposed project through a visual presentation.

The Revenue Divisional officer, Hosur has invited members of the public to
present their views, suggestions, or comments regarding the above said
proposal/project in a detailed and organized manner. Participants may express their
opinions either verbally or in writing. Before presenting, individuals are kindly requested

to provide their full name and address for official records.

1. Mr. Manjunath, Adavisamipuram Village (First Time)':
> He stated that the well-known Sri Madhanagiri Muniswaraswamy Temple,
which is famous across three states, is located near this quarry. He
~ expressed concern that if the quarry becomes operational, the temple may
be affected.
> He further mentioned that a river named Sanathkumar, flowing from Thali
to Panchapalli, is situated within 300 meters of the quarry site, and its flow
may also be impacted due to quarry operations.
> He also informed that about 15 days ago, 40 pattas were issued in Survey
No. 738 near the quarry, and it is expected that around 100 residential
units may be developed there. In such a case, the public residing in these
houses may be affected by the quarry operations.
> He stated that blasting activities generate black smoke, Ieéding to
pollution.
> He further mentioned that he had participated in protests against the
quarry and was imprisoned during the period 2022-2023.
> Finally, he requested that permission should not be granted for the

operation of this quarry.

2. Mr. Jegatheesh, Adavisamipuram Village:
»> He stated that the remarks made by Mr. Manjunath are completely false

and clarified that there are no issues arising due to the quarry operations.

Page 3 of 11



» He mentioned that problems occur only during blasting activities and that
there are no other impacts.

» He further stated that he is working in the said quarry and that around 50
to 55 people are employed through the quarry. Additionally, he informed
that no water-related issues have been experienced due to the quarry

operations.

3. Mr. Duraisamy, Thandarai Village (Former Panchayat President) — (First
Time):

> He stated that the proposed quarry project would help improve the basic
infrastructure facilities of the villages under Thandarai Panchayat.

» He further mentioned that many youths from the village migrate to
neighbouring states in search of employment, and providing jobs in the
quarry would be beneficial. He added that the quarry would generate
employment opportunities for the youth and would not cause any adverse

impacts.

4. Mr. Murali, Adavisamipuram Village:

» He stated that he is a doctor and mentioned that the stone quarry is
beneficial to the youth and economically weaker sections, and that there
are no issues associated with it.

» He further stated that the quarry provides employment opportunities,

which in turn contributes to the development of the villages.

5. Mr. Seenappa, Adavisamipuram Village:
He stated that his residence is located near the stone quarry and that no

adverse impacts have been experienced due to the quarry operations.

6. Mr. Madhukumar, Adavisamipuram Village:

> He stated that his residence is located near the stone quarry and that no
adverse impacts have been experienced due to the quarry operations.
> He mentioned that around 60 youths above the age of 20 are employed

in the quarry. He further informed that there are about 75 families in his
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village, of which only 5 households possess patta land, while the
remaining residents depend on daily wage labor.

> He also stated that for the past 9 years, the quarry owner has been
supporting economically weaker sections by providing jelly stones and M-
sand at subsidized rates for house construction.

> Additionally, he mentioned that the quarry owner contributed to the
construction of 1,500 steps for a 50-year-old temple and assisted in road
restoration works by supplying 500 Liters of diesel for machinery (Hitachi

equipment).

7. Mr. Balaji, Thandarai Village:

» He stated that the Muniswarar Temple is being affected due to the quarry
operations. He further mentioned that around 150 houses surrounding the
quarry are impacted and that protests had already been conducted earlier
at a place called Kurattukal against the quarry.

> He added that residents of the neighbouring villages are also affected and
requested that the proposed quarry project should not be granted

approval.

8. Mr. Duraisamy, Thandarai Village (Former Panchayat President) (Second
Time):
> He stated that he is a member of the temple trust committee and mentioned
that the quarry contributes to the development of the hills surrounding the
témple.
» He further stated that the quarry project does not cause any adverse

impacts and reiterated his opinion for the second time.

9. Mr. Manjunath, Adavisamipuram Village (Second Time):
> He stated that there are issues associated with the quarry and alleged that
many of those who spoke earlier are individuals who have leased their
lands or stone resources to the quarry and hence are speaking in favour
of the project due to the income they receive. He asserted that, in reality,

the quarry operations are adversely affecting livelihoods.
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> He further mentioned that during the year 2023, he had protested against
the quarry project and that more than 15 cases have been registered
against him in connection with such protests. He alleged that the quarry
owners resort to intimidation, including threats, coercion, and false
allegations against those who oppose them. He also stated that he attends
court proceedings approximately four times a month.

» He expressed that if the quarry is permitted, the lives of economically
weaker sections would be severely affected and that his own livelihood has
already been impacted. He requested that the well-known temple and the
river in the area be protected and strongly urged that the quarry project
should not be permitted.

> He also requested that measurements be carried out in the areas
surrounding the quarry through the Village Administrative Officer (VAO),
and that officials may conduct a direct field inspection. He stated that he is
willing to accept the findings if his claims are proven incorrect upon
inspection.

» He further cautioned that the area may turn into a barren land and added
that since the land is classified as grazing poramboke, it should be used

only for grazing purposes and not be permitted for quarry operations.

10.Mr. Siva, Jakkeri Village:
He stated that there are no adverse impacts due to the quarry project and

expressed that permission may be granted for the operation of the quarry.

11.Mr. Manjunath, Adavisamipuram Village:

» He stated that he owns 3 acres of land near the quarry and has been
carrying out agricultural activities there for the past 50 years. He further
mentioned that many others are also engaged in cultivation on nearby
poramboke lands. Taking all these factors into consideration, he expressed
that the quarry project should not be permitted.

> He added that if the quarry becomes operational, blasting activities may
cause stones to be projected towards nearby houses, leading to structural
cracks and related issues. In view of such concerns, he requested that the

quarry project should not be allowed.
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12.Mr. Devaraj, Adavisamipuram Village:
He stated that he regularly grazes about 100 sheep and 40 cattle in the
areas surrounding the quarry. He further mentioned that approximately 40
cattle and 150 sheep grazes around the quarry and that his livestock also
drink water near the quarry site. He expressed that no adverse impacts

have been experienced due to the quarry operation.

13.Mr. Thimmaraj, Adavisamipuram Village:

He stated that his residence is located at a distance of about 150 meters
from the quarry and that no adverse impacts have been experienced due
to the quarry operations. He further mentioned that during times of water

~scarcity, the quarry provides water support.
14.Mr. Thimmappa, Kamanapalayam Village:

He stated that his residence is located near the quarry and that there are
no adverse impacts due to the quarry project. He further expressed that

permission may be granted for the operation of the quarry.

15.Mr.Nagaraj Reddy, Marudhandapalli Village:

> He stated that he has been protesting against the quarry operations since
2022 and that there are numerous issues associated with the quarry. He
mentioned that there are temples, a river, and residential villages located
near the quarry site. He alleged that meetings are being conducted secretly
without proper intimation to the public.

> He further stated that the quarry is not being operated in a proper manner
and requested that a direct field inspection be carried out. He informed that
despite continuously protesting against the quarry for the past four years
(since 2022—-2023), no action has been taken so far.

» He also mentioned that during blasting operations, his house located about
15 km away developed cracks. Additionally, he stated that heavy vehicles
are transporting loads beyond permissible limits, which is causing

significant inconvenie.nce and impact to the villagers.
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16.Mr.Sivaraj, Jegarupalli Village:
» He stated that about 60—70 families are benefitting and sustaining their
livelihood through the quarry operations.
» He further mentioned that the quarry provides employment opportunities

and that no adverse impacts have been observed.

17.Mr.Vinoth, Adaikalapuram Village:

» He expressed his support for the proposed project and stated that he
resides near the quarry and is also employed there. He mentioned that
during blasting operations, water is sprinkled within the quarry to prevent
any adverse impacts. He further stated that water is also sprayed on the
roads during the movement of heavy vehicles to control dust.

> He clarified that the recent protest held at a place called Kurattukal was not
against the quarry operations but was conducted to regulate the movement
of heavy vehicles within the village and to ensure that they are operated in

a proper manner.

18.Mrs.Jaya Nagaraj Reddy, Marudhandapalli Village:

» She stated that although the public hearing primarily concerns the people
of Thandarai Village, many of them were not aware that such a méeting
was being conducted. She alleged that the meeting was held at a location
that was not easily accessible or known to the public. She further
mentioned that protests have been ongoing since 2022.

» She clarified that she is not opposed to the crusher unit itself but alleged
that the crusher is extracting minerals in excess of permissible limits and
violating government regulations. She further alleged that explosives are
not being used in accordance with the prescribed norms. She also stated
that heavy vehicles transporting minerals are carrying loads beyond
permissible limits and that there is excessive movement of such vehicles.
In this regard, she mentioned that an 8-day continuous protest was carried
out in 2022.
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» She stated that the claim made by a previous speaker—that the recent
protest at Kurattukal was only regarding the regulation of heavy vehicle
movement and not against the quarry operations—is completely incorrect.
She asserted that the quarry operations are causing respiratory issues
among children and that two pregnant women reportedly suffered
miscarriages. She also mentioned that a petition was submitted in this
regard in 2022. ,

» She further stated that due to lack of prior intimation about the meeting,
she was unable to bring documentary evidence related to earlier petitions.
she alleged that the claim of employment generation through the crusher
is false, stating that most of the workers are from other states. She also
mentioned that livestock rearing has been affected due to the quarry,
thereby impacting the local economy.

» She alleged that explosives are being used in quantities exceeding those
prescribed by the Mining Department. She further stated that the Thandarai
Panchayat has not benefited in terms of development due to the crusher
operations. She also expressed concern that groundwater resources are
being adversely affected. In view of the above, she requested that
permission should not be granted for the quarry operations as they are

being carried out in violation of government regulations.
19.Mr.Muniraj, Adavisamipuram Village:

> He stated that his land is located near the survey number where the
proposed quarry is situated and that no adverse impacts have been
experienced due to the quarry.

> He mentioned that even when complaints are raised regarding the crusher,
the owner resolves such issues amicably.

» He advised that water should be regularly sprinkled on the roads used by
heavy vehicles to control dust. He further requested that the quarry be
operated in such a manner as to prevent any issues from arising in the

future.
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20.Mr.Muniraj, Adavisamipuram Village (Different Person):
» He stated that he has been working in the quarry for the past 8 years. He
further mentioned that his residence is located about 200 meters away
from the quarry and that no adverse impacts have been experienced due

to the quarry operations.
Thereafter no views/comments were received from the public.

Fu rther,' 07 Written petitions were also received during the publié hearing meeting
regarding the proposed M/s. Shri Natural Stones (Rough stone quarry) project.

The District Environmental Engineer (DEE), TNPCB, Hosur, summarized the
responses of the public regarding the project and informed that these have been
recorded through videography and will be submitted to the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority, Tamil Nadu, along with the written representations received from

the public. -

Further, it was informed that a copy of the proceedings of this public hearing
meeting will be made available for public reference at the Krishnagiri District
Collectorate, Krishnagiri, Thally Panchayat Union Office, Denkanikottai Taluk Office,
Thandarai Village Panchayat Office and the Office of the District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Hosur. The same will also be uploaded

on the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board website (www.thpcb.gov.in).

It was also stated that any comments on the proceedings may be submitted
directly to the Member Secretary, State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority,
Tamil Nadu / MoEF&CC, as well as to the concerned project proponent. This was
informed by the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Hosur.

Finally, the Revenue Divisional Officer stated that any further comments, if any,
may be submitted in writing as per the guidelines/procedure mentioned in the EIA
Notification 2006.

V‘NA'\'S\’CW Re M\%

istrict Environmental Engineer, ivisional officer,
\}amilnadu Pollution Control Board, Hosur, \,&9
» Hosur
\’P\?N/ \\F\N

District Collector
Krishnagiri Distrigt 10 of 11
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Enclosures:

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper Tamil &
English dated 27.05.2026 for notifying the public hearing meeting.

2. Attendance sheet at the public hearing (Total pages 11 & 100 Persons).

3. Audio & Video stored in the Pen drive of the public hearing proceedings.

4. Photographs of the public hearing proceedings.

5. Soft and Hard copies of EIA Report, Executive Summary in English & Tamil,
submitted by the Project Proponent.

6. Petitions received from the public / NGO ./ Environmentalist through E-mail,

Postal and in the public hearing meeting — 15 Nos.
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