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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 30.12.2025 at 11:00 AM at
Bharani Mahal Near Balamalai, Pavitharam Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur
District, regarding the proposed Rough stone and gravel quarry of
M/s. G. Sathish Kumar Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry proposed in
Survey Nos. 1204/1(Part), 1234/2B , 1204/3, 1204/4 (Part), 1204/5(part),
1204/6 (part), 1204/7 (part), 1233/3B, 1233/4B, 1233/5B2, 1233/9B,
1233/10, 1223/1B,1234/1B, 1232/1A and 1234/2B in Punnam Village,

Pugalur Taluk, Karur District covering an area of 1.46.25 hectares:

The following were the Participants:

1. Mr. S. Prakasam, _
Special Deputy Collector, Social Security Scheme,
Karur

2. Dr. S. Sathiyan,

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Karur.

3. General Public - (As per the attachment)

The District Environmental Engineer, TNPC Board, Karur:

The District Environmental Engineer welcomed the gartherings. In his
welcome address he stated that the public hearing meeting is for the ordinary
stone and gravel quarry of M/s. G. Sathish kumar, to be located on an area of
1.46.25 hectares in survey numbers 1204/1(P), 1234/2B and others, in

Punnam village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District. He welcomed the Special



Deputy Collector, Social Security Scheme, Karur, who was present to
conduct the meeting, all the members of the public who had come to register
their opinions, environmental volunteers, government officials, police officers,
and the quarry owners implementing this project on behalf of the District
Administration and as the District Environmental Engineer of the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, Karur District.

He said that according to the Environmental Impact Assessment Report
of 2006, under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
eight types of industries require prior environmental clearance. Accordingly,
for some industries, it is mandatory to obtain environmental clearance only
after conducting a public consultation meeting. He stated that, accordingly, if
a quarry or a cluster of quarries exceeds 5 hectares, either individually or as
a cluster, and is located within 500 meters, it requires prior environmental
clearance under the B-2 category. He further explained that this public
hearing is being held based on the application submitted by
Mr. G. Sathishkumar for a quarrying of rough stone and gravel. He
mentioned that a related announcement was published in The New Indian
Express and Dinamalar newspapers on November 29, 2025, 30 days in
advance, and that copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment report
related to the project were made available for public viewing a month ago at
various offices, including the District Industries Centre, Block Development
Office, and the District Collector's office. He added that a public
announcement about this meeting was made last Friday through
loudspeakers, leaflets, and posters. He also stated that a summary report of
the project in both Tamil and English has been uploaded to the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board website for public viewing.

He stated that currently, the project and the environmental impact
assessment report will be explained to everyone through a PowerPoint
presentation by the company's project consultant. Following this, the public

can register their opinions verbally or in writing. He humbly requested those



" registering their opinions verbally to state their name, the village they belong
to, and to express their views clearly and concisely, keeping in mind the
value of time. He then requested the Deputy Collector to preside over the

meeting and conduct the proceedings related to the public's feedback.

Special Deputy Collector, Social Security Scheme, Karur:

The Deputy Collector said that the public can share their opinion in
verbal or in written about the project. He instructed the Environmental
Consultant of the project M/s Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions to give

the PowerPoint presentation about the project.

Environmental Consultant , Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions.

He explained about the project and the EIA study conducted for the
proposed project through Power Point Presentation (PPT). He explained
about the mitigation measures to be adopted for Water and Air Pollution. He

also narrated the benefits of the project.

The following are the views of the participants

1. Mr.Shanumugam, Co-ordinator, Anti-lllegal Quarrying Movement,

Karur.

According to the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, a quarry
must be established in accordance with these rules only then can permission
be granted for the quarry, as stipulated by the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Act.
The Satishkumar quarry, proposed to be established in survey numbers
1204, 1233, 1234, and 1224, violates various provisions of the Tamil Nadu
Minor Mineral Concession Rules. Due to these numerous violations
surrounding this quarry, permission cannot be granted for it under any

circumstances.



The violations surrounding that quarry are, firstly, a petroleum pipelitie
runs very close to the quarry area. This was not shown in the mining plan; it
has been concealed. Since there is no 50-meter buffer zone around the
petroleum pipeline, permission cannot be granted for this illegal stone quarry
according to the Indian P&MP Rules 1962. Similarly, a high-tension power
line runs very close to the quarry site. The Section 83(2) of the Electricity Act
1956 clearly states that there should be a 300-meter (1000 feet) distance
between the high-tension power line, including the 650-volt power cable, and
the outer boundary of the quarry area, including areas with electricity
generation facilities like wind turbines. Further more, Section 36 of the Minor
Mineral Concession Rules 1959 states that there should be a 50-meter
distance between the low-voltage power line and the outer boundary of the
quarry area. The Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959 state that a 50-meter
(175 feet) distance should be maintained from the low-voltage power line.
However, the Electricity Act states that there should be a 300-meter distance
between the high-tension power line and its 650-volt high-voltage power
cable and the outer boundary of the quarry area. But from survey number
1207 in this quarry area, the high-tension power line runs. This is only 85
meters away from the quarry area. Therefore, since there is not a 300-meter
distance between the high-voltage power tower and the power line,
permission cannot be granted for this illegal stone quarry as per Section 8 (3)
of the Electricity Act, 1956.

Similarly, in the south eastern part of the quarry area, an electrical line
runs at a distance of 255 meters in survey number 1207. Based on this the
permission cannot be granted for this quarry. Likewise, a high-voltage power
line runs through survey number 1203 in the southeastern area, at a distance
of 220 meters. Therefore, since various electrical lines pass through this
area, and this is against the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules,
permission cannot be granted for this quarry under any circumstances.

Furthermore, the



Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, state that a 50-meter buffer
zone must be maintained if there are streams and water bodies. A stream
runs around this quarry. The stream is not shown in the site plan included in
the Environmental Impact Assessment report. A stream runs in survey
number 1233/2, north of the plot where the stone quarry is located. It runs at
a distance of only 45 meters. However, the stone quarry has not been

~established with a 50-meter buffer zone from the stream. Since there is a
stream without the required 50-meter buffer zone, legally, permission cannot
be granted for this quarry under any circumstances.

A stream flows through survey number 1234/3, located to the north and
east of the proposed quarry site. It runs at a distance of 40 meters. However,
the Taymil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules stipulate that a quarry must
be located at a distance of 50 meters from a stream. Since this stream flows
at a distance of 40 meters, and not 50 meters, permission cannot be granted
for this quarry under any circumstances. This is because the presence of the
stream has been concealed in the Environmental Impact Assessment report
that has been submitted. Therefore, permission cannot be granted for this
quarry under any circumstances.

Furthermore, the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules states
that a distance of 500 meters (1750 feet) must be maintained if there is a
government bore well, pumping station, or overhead water tank, i.e., a water
supply system. A government bore well and an overhead water tank are
located within a 500-meter radius of the quarry site. According to the Tamil
Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, permission cannot be granted for this
quarry if such an overhead water tank and bore well exist. Similarly, the
minor mineral concession rules state that a distance of 50 .meters must be
maintained from water bodies and wells. A well is located 30 meters to the
east of survey number 1204/7, where the quarry is situated. Legally,
permission cannot be granted for this quarry if this well exists. Likewise, the

minor mineral concession rules and various court judgments stipulate that a



distance of 50 meters must be maintained from water bodies such as tan}\s;
ponds, and lakes. A pond is located in survey number 1207, 230 meters to
the south of the quarry site. The pond, a water body, has been concealed
and not shown in the mining plan included in the Environmental Impact
Assessment report. Therefore, permission cannot be granted for this quarry
under any circumstances.

Similarly, a new water storage pond has been constructed a few years
ago in survey number 1203, which is government land, located 250 meters
southeast of the quarry site. The water storage area/pond is not shown and
- has been concealed in the mining plan included in the Environmental Impact
Assessment report. Therefore, since the water storage areas are not shown
and have been concealed in various locations, this request cannot be granted
under any circumstances. This is an illegal act.

Furthermore, the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report
mentions that there are various types of houses located within a radius of
more than 300 meters around this quarry. It is also stated that the Terms of
Reference TO25B0108TN5958378N was issued on 20.06.2025 for
conducting the environmental impact assessment studies by the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. However, the report claims that
the survey work was conducted six months before obtaining the permission,
specifically from March 1st, 2025 to May 31st, 2025. This is an act of
deceiving the Tamil Nadu Ehvironmental Impact Assessment Authority. The
report states that land, water, and air pollution assessments were conducted
according to the Terms of Reference even before obtaining the quarry permit.
This is an illegal. Therefore, permission cannot be granted for this quarry
under any circumstances. Moreover, he added that they are stating in every
meeting that the public hearing should be conducted only after attaching the
forty-five types of documents specified by the State Environmental Impact

Assessment Authority along with the Environmental Impact Assessment



“report. He said that they are consistently emphasized this in all the public
hearings held so far for stone quarries in Karur District.

When Dr. Prabhu Shankar was the District Collector, they said that
orders would be issued to attach all these documents. However, these
documents have not been attached to date. Similarly, in 2021, for the
Manikandan and Paramasivam stone quarries in Arasampalayam,
Pachapalayam area of Sulur Taluk in Coimbatore District, 1300 pages of
supporting documents were provided, and a public hearing was conducted.
These documents should have been uploaded to the Pollution Control
Board's website. But none of these have been uploaded. Therefore, he
stated that due to various violations, permission should not be granted to this
quarry under any circumstances.

2. Mrs Seerangayi, W/o Paramasivam, Punnam, Muthu Nagar.

She requested permission for the quarry. It would be good for them if
the permission is granted for the quarry.

3. Mrs Sathya, W/o Viswanathan, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.

She recommended to grant permission to the quarry.

4. Mrs Ayyammal, W/o Ramasamy, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.

She stated that they want the quarrying work to continue

5. Mrs. Mariammal, W/o. Ayyappan, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.
She said that permission should be granted for this stone quarry.
6. Mr. Mani, S/o. Muniyappan, Punnam.
He said that permission should be given for the quarry.
7. Mrs.Gomathi, W/o. Dharmalingam, Punnam.
She said that permission can be granted for the stone quarry.
8. Mrs Selvi, W/o. Ramesh, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.
She said that permission can be granted for this quarry.
9. Mrs Priya, W/o. Karthik, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.

She said that permission can be given for this quarry.



10. Mrs. Ponni, W/o. Suresh, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.

She said that permission should be given for this stone quarry to
operate.

11. Mrs. Selvi, W/o Viswanathan, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.

She stated that permission should be granted for this quarry.

12. Mr. Vibhooshanan, S/o Marimuthu, Punnam.

He said that this quarry does not cause any harm to anyone. He is
living in Muthu Nagar for about thirty years. There is no harm to
children or anything else, sir. He stated that you can grant permission
for this quarry.

13. Mr. Prakash, S/o Balan, Punnam.
He stated that permission can be granted for this quarry.
14. Mr. M. Murugesh, S/o Mani, Punnam.

He stated that permission can be given for this quarry.

15. Mr. Lakshmanan, S/o Krishnan, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.

He stated that permission can be granted for this stone quarry to
operate.

16. Mr. Venkatesh, S/o Rangasamy, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.

He stated that permission can be granted for this quarry.

17. Mr. V. Seviappan, S/o Perumal, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.
He stated that this quarry provides a livelihood for many people and
permission can be granted.
18. Mrs. Ranjitha, W/o Mohan, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.
She stated that permission can be granted for this stone quarry.
19. Mr. A. Mohan, S/o Ayyappan, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.
He stated that permission should be granted for this quarry.
20. Mr. E. Sivakumar, S/o Eswaran, Muthu Nagar, Punnam.

He said that this quarry provides employment to many workers.

Similarly, the money paid to the quarry, under the name of minor

mineral fund, provides many benefits to our villages, such as building



roads and constructing overhead water tanks. Therefore, permission
can be granted.
21. Mr. M. Velliangiri, S/o Muniyappan, Punnam.
He stated that permission can be granted for this quarry.
22. Mrs. V. Sathya, W/o Velliangiri, Punnam.
He said that some families depend on this employment opportunity.
Therefore, permission can be granted to this quarry.
23. Mr. K. Vijay, S/o Kumar, Punnam.
He stated that permission can be granted for this quarry.
24. Mr. S. Manikandan, S/o Sivakumar, Muthu Nagar.

He stated that permission can be granted for the operation of the

quarry. |
25. Mr. Annadurai, S/o Ramasamy, Pavithiram.

He said they have conducted a field study and found that the
quarry to be established here will not cause any harm to the public.
Further more, they have assured that this quarry will be operated without
affecting the livelihood of the marginalized communities. He also added
that he is recommending that the necessary permission be granted for this
quarry. |

26. Mr. Palanisamy, S/o Sabapathy, Pudukkanalli,

He stated that permission should definitely not be granted for this
quarry. Because the agricultural land is completely affected, it is
impossible to keep any sheep or cattle. They don't know when will be the
blast or when stones will fall. ‘If they try to question quarry people their
lives are in danger, so permission should definitely not be granted for this
quarry.

27. Mr. Kanagaraj, S/o Palanisamy, Punnam, Velayuthampalayam

He requested that permission be granted for the quarry in our
village.

28. Mr. R. Karuppanan, S/o Ramasamy, Velayuthampalayam.



He said that he has alone sold the land to the crusher and quat.y.
He added that permission may be given for the crusher. They don't have
any problems because of it. Permission may be granted to the quarry."
29. Mr. A. Srinivasan, S{o Angamuthu, Velayuthampalayam.
He said that permission can be granted fdr the stone quarry.
30. Mr. T. Sivakumar, S/o Thunasamy, Venayuthampalayam,
He said that that permission can be granted for the stone quarry.
31. Mr. S. Balakrishnan, S/o Subramani, Panchayankuttai
This stone quarry is going to be located in the village of Punnam,
Velayuthampalayam. A stone quarry is been operating in that area within
a one-kilometer radius for the past forty years. No one has ever
complained about any disturbance to the local residents. He said that he
represents the Karur Paramathi Union Committee of the Communist Party
of India and he added that they have formed a committee and enquired
with the people of that area, the local residents stated that there were no
adverse effects. He said that due to above reasons he request that
permission be granted for this stone quarry.
32. Mr. S. Mohankumar, Son of Seshan, Karur
He said that on behalf of the Karur District unit of the Communist
Party, He extend his grateful greetings to the chairman of this consultation
meeting and to all the comrades present here. Only when an industry is
established in a particular area the workers depend on it for their
livelihood and improve their living standards. Trade will flourish in that
area, and many schools will receive benefits. Therefore, | request that
permission be granted for the stone quarry, subject to government
regulations.
33. Mr. P. Kumar, S/o Pichaimuthu, Kuppam
He said that he is the District Secretary of the Tamil Nadu
Unorganized Workers and Construction Association. He said that he

express his full support for the establishment of the afore mentioned



stone quarry. The reason is that industrial development is paramount.
Only with the presence of ihdustries will employment opportunities
“increase for the workers in this area. That is one reason. Secondly, the
establishment of this stone quarry will lead to further development in this
region, particularly in construction-related industries and road
infrastructure. Workers involved in these related industries will have a
greater share in this development.

Because, the registered workers of the construction association will
get various jobs, such as helpers, foremen, and other construction-related
work. Numerous job opportunities will be available for the workers,
including those working in the qUarry and drivers. Therefore, not only he
express the support for the establishment of this stone quarry, he also
placed the request that the owner should prioritize local workers and
workers from Tamil Nadu when starting this business.

The financial contributions from this industry should be used for
local development. Initially, it would be a great help to education or the
infrastructure of the neighboring village. Many quarries are located in this
area, but they do not contribute to the development of the respective
villages. He requestee the concerned government officials to ensure that
this is implemented and that the local villages receive significant
assistance for their development.

Furthermore, He urged the employers to ensure that these workers
‘are compulsorily registered with the welfare board. This would be of great
help to them. They would have insurance coverage, and their children and
students would benefit from it for their education, marriage, and othef
needs. | express my support for the establishment of this industry and
take my leave.

34. Mr. S. Rahman, S/o. Sakkarai, Karur.
He extended greetings to the public, other officials, and social

activists who have attended this quarry consultation meeting organized



jointly by the Karur District Administration and the Pollution Control Be .. d.
The administration has ordered the installation of petrol pipelines at fifty
meters from Satish quarry. Therefore, this quarry should not be allowed to
operate. Furthermore, an electricity tower is also located at fifty meters.
This is illegal. Permission should not be granted for this.

Similarly, the Tamil Nadu government has mandated the singing of
the Tamil Anthem at in opening of every event, including those related to
quarries. However, none of these officials here began the méeting by
singing the Tamil Anthem. This meeting began with Thirukural
"Akaramuthala Ezhuthellam " Hence he was very happy about that,
because of the love for Tamil, but it is regrettable that the meeting began
without singing the Tamil Anthem. This quarry is operating with such
irregularities. This serves as an example of such malpractices. He stated
that permission should not be granted for this quarry.

35. Mr. R. Saminathan, Son of Rasappan, Pavithiram.

He said that if this stone quarry is established, his livelihood will be
completely affected. Since there is and petrol pipelines near this quarry,
the petrol pipelines will get damaged due to the blasting. Also the nearby
agricultural lands will be affected. As there are water bodies and a water
reservoir nearby, permission should not be granted for this quarry.
Furthermore, this quarry has encroached upon and destroyed all the
water bodies and ponds. Already, they have concealed everything in the
public consultation meeting. Under no circumstances the quarry should
be allowed and as it will completely ruin his farming. The blasting poses a
threat to the lives of all the nearby residents. Since it is a threat to
livestock and human lives, He requested that a license should not be
granted for this stone quarry.

The people who were speaking here just now are mentioning Muthu
Nagar repeatedly. Where is Muthu Nagar? what is the distance between

the quarry and Muthu Nagar? They registered themselves as being from



Muthu Nagar. Who among those owns land nearby the quarry?. If they
expressed who are nearby have expressed their opinions at the public
hearing, then fine, there might be five kilometers between the quarry and
Muthu Nagar. How would they know what the impact is? Only those living
nearby know about the pollution and the damage caused by the blasting.
This affects bore wells and water bodies. He stated that his house is
nearby. All the houses have been damaged. If they blast here. How the
Muthu Nagar get affected? It's five kilometers away. Everyoné from Muthu
Nagar came and expressed their support. They may be asked who among
them lives near the quarry.

He requested the environmental protection officials and the deputy
collector who are present here to ask those who expressed support to
state who among them live within fifty or one hundred meters of this
quarry. They said that everyone here supports the quarry. Let them be
asked to state who lives within a minimum radius of five hundred meters.
He said that he accept that challenge. Because his house is within thrée
hundred meters. The government has dug a pond and installed a bore
well for him. The Tamil Nadu government has provided it for him. Due to
the blasting, his borewell, house, and livestock are being damaged.
When he is grazing sheep and cattle, the blasting poses a threat to his
life. Similarly, it poses a threat to his livestock. He stated that he strongly
| object the granting a license to this Satishkumar quarry under any
circumstances.

There are water bodies in the area. They have destroyed all the
water bodies. He said that this quarry should not be granted permission
under any circumstances. He also added that he is the only person get
affected by this. Theree are two or three other houses nearby. None of
them have come here for this public consultation.

He said that he is the one who is primarily affected. He said

that he is having a bore well, his house, and everything else. He cannot



raise livestock nearby and he cannot be near the area when blasung
occurs. The air is completely polluted. Hé cannot breathe. Therefore,
permission should not be granted to this Satishkumar company under any
circumstances. A social activist said that permission should not be given
within fifty meters of the petrol pipeline. But according to the information
obtained through the Right to Information Act, they have given information
that permission should not be given within five hundred meters. He said
that he is giving a letter. Permission should not be given within five
hundred meters. Even if permission had been granted, a digital meter
should have been installed from the petroleum pipeline, from BPCL. That
is, a digital meter should have been installed to measure the extent of
ground vibrations. That has not been installed to this day. Therefore, He
said that he personally request all the officials here to come and conduct a
field inspection.

Only if the field inspection is conducted it will be come to know in
first hand whether water bodies have been encroached upon, or how far
the quarry is from the petrol pipeline. That is, a meter should have been
installed to measure the ground vibrations because of the proximity to the
petrol line. Readings should be taken every month, like with the electricity
bill readings. To date, no digital meter or sensor meter has been installed
on any petrol pipeline. He said that he strongly object to this and he
strongly object the granting of permission to this quarry.

36. Mr. S. Nataraj, S/o. Subramani, Rasampalayam

Since this quarry site affects many water bodies, He requested the
authorities to conduct proper investigations. The person who spoke before
him has pointed out many shortcomings. He said that he kindly request
the authorities to properly investigate those issues. He stated that

permission should not be granted without a proper system in place.



-

37. Mr. Vadivel, S/o. Kandasamy, Venayuthampalayam

He was the one who quarried rocks here before. That time there is
not a problem? He said that he have given two acres of for the quarry.
There is no problem. Permission can be granted without any hesitation.

38. Mrs. Sivarani, W/o. Saminathan, Kurumbapatti

He said that the license should not be granted to this quarry
belonging to Mr. Satishkumar. The reason is that a stream flows around
this quarry. There are water channels all around. A petrol pipeline runs
through the area. They have concealed all this information and falsely
requested permission for this quarry. He said that they are engaged in
farming nearby. This affects their agriculture. They are unable to raise
livestock. It is a threat to their lives. The blasting in this quarry is causing
them respiratory problems. He said that the license should not be granted
to this quarry of Mr. Satishkumar.

39. Mr. S. Yuvaraj, S/o. Sasikumar, Muthu Nagar.

He said that he humbly request that permission be granted for this
quarry.

40. Mr. S. Koushik, S/o. Saravana, Punnam, Muthu Nagar

He stated that permission can be granted for the quarry.

41. Mr. R.S.Mughilan, Co-ordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental

Protection Federation.

The public hearing meeting is not merely a voting exercise and it is
not to determine how many people support and how many oppose the
granting of permission for a stone quarry. Power point presentation was
shown at the beginning of the meeting they showed a presentation, which
in English is called a PowerPoint presentation. In that is is stated that no
authorized houses. Similarly, there should be no high-voltage power Iihes.
There should be no petroleum pipelines within a 500-meter radius. There
Should be no streams within a 50-meter radius, no wells within a 50-meter

radius, and no ponds or lakes within a 50-meter radius. They explained



these rules, and furthermore, many people said that they would not be
affected if these quarries operated.

They have given a four-hundred-page book. What does this book
contain? It describes how the air, water, land, and sound will be polluted if
this quarry operates. It also explains how not only humans but also birds,
animals, and plants will be affected, and then they claim that they will
rectify these issues. They didn't discuss all of that. But all of that
information is in this book. Will they rectify the problems based on what
they have said? Or will they not? We have come here to discuss that.
When this meeting began, we mentioned a very important document, a
document that has not been revealed by the government department until
now. This document is one that can change the situation of this region,
particularly the Paramathi area. If you ask what it is, it's about the
petroleum pipeline. We know that a petroleum pipeline has already been
laid from Kochi to Karur, up to Attur, many years ago. This petroleum
pipeline mostly runs alongside the quarry.

Regarding this petroleum pipeline, the distance specified by
government officials and revenue department officials is that a mere fifty-
meter gap is sufficient. However, this document, obtained under the Right
to Information Act on August 6, 2025, from BPCL, states the following:
"CCKPL further suggests that the following precaution of blasting
operation within 500 meters of the pipeline may be considered while
evaluating the hazards litigation," and this is given as a resolution. That is,
the quarry must operate at a distance of 500 meters from the petroleum
pipeline. Any quarries operating without adhering to this are illegal.
Comrades from the communist movement spoke about this here, and
similarly, people like Annadurai said that permission could be granted if it
was according to the regulations. Where are the regulations in this? It
states that the petroleum pipeline should not be within 500 meters. But in

the northern part of the land where this quarry is located, in survey



number 1233, specifically in 1233/2 in the northern area, the petroleum
pipeline is only forty meters away. The government says five hundred
meters, but the actual distance is forty meters. Similarly, in survey number
1234, in the northern part of that quarry land, 1A, 2L quarry. In its northern
part, at survey number 1234/3, a petroleum pipeline runs at a distance of
forty meters. The BPCL line runs there. Until now, the authorities have
concealed all this and obtained quarry permits by providing fake and
fraudulent documents to the quarry owners. Now we have presented the
evidence. What should the communist comrades or people like Annadurai
say when they come to the next meeting? They should speak based on
this evidence. That is the work for the people. The truth must be told to
the people. We shouldn't just come and go without doing anything
meahingful. |

They say there should be a 500-meter distance from the petroleum
pipeline. If the pipeline catches fire due to the vibrations from the quarry
blasting — it's laid underground — if it catches fire, everything from here to
Kochi will be destroyed. That's why this regulation exists. Therefore, since
the petfoleum pipeline is not 500 meters away from this quarry, not even
50 meters away, but within 40 meters, permission cannot and should not
be legally granted for this stone quarry.

Therefore, this is a very important document. There are two hundred
quarries in our Paramathi area. This petroleum pipeline runs near more
than a hundred of these two hundred quarries. All this time, these facts
have been fraudulently concealed or misrepresented. Village
administrative officers are writing competitive exams and getting selected.
Mugilan is not in a government department, Mugilan is not in the
government, but we are bringing the documents and giving them to you.
What are you doing? You are falsely stating that it is not within a fifty-
meter radius. But in the village administrative officer's certificate for this

quarry, the petroleum pipeline is not even mentioned. The petroleum



pipeline is located within a forty-meter radius. Generally, what do othér
village administrative officers do? They will provide a false document
stating that it is beyond fifty meters. In this case, they haven't even
mentioned the petroleum pipeline. We went and checked these things.
We wondered if the village administrative officer was unaware of it. When
we checked, we saw that it goes from 1234 to 1197. If you look to the
east, the quarry is located in survey number 1234, and the pipeline runs
alongside it. The petroleum pipeline runs from 1234. The survey map
taken from the computer yesterday shows 1197, but they haven't shown
the petroleum pipeline at all. Why are these people getting paid? It makes
my blood boill, sir.

Hundreds of thousands of people are writing the exam for a single
job. What are we to do if the officials who are supposed to be doing their
job are so corrupt and dishonest? The Deputy Collector is also present
here. This is not just document fraud. t is because we fought to ensure
that all the stone quarries here operate legally. Mr Jagannathan, a farmer |
from this same village, was run over and murdered. Jayalalithaa was the
Chief Minister at that time. It was on her orders that we closed the quarry.
On the third day, he was run over and murdered. We are working by
risking our lives. When we ask what the officials who are drawing salaries
are doing, they are engaging in fraudulent activities. Not only that,
Swaminathan , who spoke before me, is the father of Satishkumar. He
had obtained a license for a quarry right next to the existing one. Just for
saying that it was illegal, they broke into his house, dragged him out, and
beat him up. An FIR has been filed regarding this. This is how we are
working, risking our lives. The people from Muthu Nagar came here. Has
anyone been cut? Has anyone been kicked? We are saying all this
because we are speaking honestly. Therefore, the petroleum pipeline

should not be within 500 meters. But since it is within 50 meters, this



legally, permission should not be granted for the quarry. It cannot be
granted. '

Similarly, a high-tension power line runs to the south of this quarry
site. The law states that a distance of three hundred meters must be
maintained from the high-tension power line. The Indian Electricity Rules,
1956, Rule 83-2, clearly states that a distance of three hundred meters
must be maintained from the high-tension power line. This distance of
three hundred meters is required for the high-tension power tower and
line. You are aware of instances where quarries have been shut down due
to the lack of this distance in the area where you previously worked.
However, in this quarry, in the southern part of the quarry site, in survey
numbers 1207 and 1203, the power line runs at a distance of 285 meters.
The high-tension power tower and line are located at a distance of 285
meters. Therefore, based on government regulations, permission should
not be granted for this quarry. Permission cannot be granted.

Similarly, if there is a stream within fifty meters of the quarry's
perimeter, the quarry must be located at least fifty meters away from that
stream. This is the rule. If you look at this village map, the area marked
with a yellow tick is the quarry. To the east of the quarry, and in survey
numbers 1233 and 1234 to the north, a stream flows just forty meters
away to the east. A large stream flows there. This is recorded in the
revenue documents, specifically the village map. There is a stream in
survey number 1233, and also in 1234. Does the Village Administrative
Officer (VAO) have eyes or not? We don't have any personal animosity
towards the VAO. But because of similar fraudulent documents submitted
in Kokkalai, Namakkal, the VAO there is now under investigation, and it
seems he will definitely lose his job due to providing false documents in
the Tiruchengode court. Do we want to bring about a similar situation
here? A stream flows through survey numbers 1233 and 1234. This

stream flows through more than fifteen survey numbers. Without showing



the stream, without even mentioning its existence, what kind of frauduletit
act have they committed by concealing it? This report has been given
fraudulently by concealing the facts. Therefore, since a stream flows
through survey numbers 1233 and 1234 within fifty meters, permission
cannot be legally granted for this quarry.

Next, if there are government borewells and pumping stations,
permission should not be granted for a quarry within five hundred meters.
It's similar to a petroleum pipeline.The reason is that blasting will damage
the borewell. This doesn't include private borewells; only government
borewells are considered. They clearly state that blasting will damage the
borewell. The minor mineral concession rules state that no minor minerals
should be extracted if there are pumping systems, water supply
arrangements, or bridges belonging to local bodies, central and state
government departments, or the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage
Board within a 500-meter radius. The Minor Mineral Concession Rules Act
states this. If you look at this quarry, directly to the south of it is
Velayuthampalayam, also known as Velampalayam. In
Velayuthampalayam, in survey number 1208, there is a borewell and an
overhead water tank near the stream. We have included pictures of these;
they are located at a distance of 355 meters. Therefore, legally,
permission cannot be granted to this Satishkumar quarry. Permission
should not be granted because it violates the rules.

Velampalayam and Velayuthampalayam are existing villages. They
spoke. In this same VST quarry in Velayuthampala‘yam, a person died;
what did they do? He met with an accident; what did they do? When there
was a problem with the quarry of a person named Muthusamy in Kuppam,
we fought and secured twenty-four lakh rupees for the affected people.
But the person here was in a Coimbatore hospital. They didn't even pay
for his medical expenses. But those people have come here to speak in

support of the quarry. Because they don't know the extent of the damage.



They have received some benefits and have come here. Everyone who
spoke in support of the quarry did not speak from a genuine perspective.
It's as if they just came, the day is over, and they received some
consideration. But tell us honestly, is this the situation or not? How can a
quarry be established there? Not only that, it clearly states that there
should be no borewell. Because there is an overhead tank and a
government borewell within 355 meters, permission cannot be granted for
this quarry. |

Moreover, if there is a well near the quarry, a fifty-meter distance
must be maintained. If there is a well, a fifty-meter distance must be
maintained. Look at survey number 1204, field number 8. There is a well
at a distance of only thirty meters. | don't know if the Village Administrative
Officer and others have eyes or not. It is in their A-register. It is in their
field map. It is also in the village map. But this well is only thirty meters
away. They have hidden this, they have’committed fraud. Therefore,
legally, permission cannot be granted for this quarry.

Similarly, there should be no ponds, lakes, reservoirs, or any other
water bodies within five hundred meters of the quarry. This water is at the
surface level. It serves the village's drinking water needs, the drinking
water needs of livestock, and is used for agriculture, among many other
purposes. If you excavate the quarry below that lével, all the water will
drain into it. Water flows from a higher level to a lower level; this is a
scientific principle. Therefore, a five-hundred-meter distance must be
maintained from any ponds, lakes, reservoirs, or other water bodies.
However, in the southeastern part of this quarry area, a water body has
been excavated in government land (survey number 1203) for water
storage. It has only been four or five years since this water body was
created. Therefore, permission cannot be legally granted for this quarry.
To the south, there is a common grazing land and a water storage area.

Since there are water storage areas within five hundred meters of this



quarry, permission should not and cannot be granted for this quarry on
legal grounds.

Similarly, the rule states that a quarry should not be established
within a 300-meter radius of approved houses, which are documented in
government records such as village maps, field maps, A-registers, as well
as those with panchayat approval, town and country planning department
approval, and houses built by the government in village settlements.
Furthermore, there should not even be temporary houses within this 300-
meter radius. The quarry is located in survey numbers 1204 and 1234.
This company has already constructed temporary labor quarters there. In
his official memorandum, the Assistant Director of Mines has stated that
these labor quarters must be demolished before the quarry begins
operations. | am not saying this; it is stated in their memorandum, in the
summary report, point number 1: "The two labor accommodation buildings
located in application survey numbers 1204/4, 1204/5, and 1234/2 must
be removed before the quarry lease license is granted." | did not say this;
the Assistant Director of Mines said it. But if you look at this quarry area,
there are more than ten unauthorized houses surrounding it. The reason
why houses should not be there is that, as you saw last year on May 1st,
2024, in Aaviyur, Virudhunagar, a blasting accident occurred, and more
than ten houses within a three-kilometer radius were destroyed. Six
people died. Those who came here, those from Muthu Nagar and those
from Punnam, are unaware of this. They are located somewhere else.
They have no connection to these quarries. But this incident happened.
Because this is what happened, these rules exist. Therefore, since there
are more than ten temporary worker residences, permission cannot be
granted to this quarry according to legal regulations.

This is how things are. We went to Google to check if these were
true. Among these, there is a high-voltage transmission tower at 285

meters. Similarly, if you look at the temporary settlement, it is located at



185 meters in the northern area. This has been shown in several Google
images. Therefore, permission cannot and should not be granted for this
quarry on legal grounds.

Next, air, soil, noise, and water studies must be conducted at the
quarry. You are holding this public consultation meeting based on a letter
from the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority regarding this
study. They have specified in this document that they will provide the
project identification number on June 20, 2025.

It is in 2025 that they specify what needs to be studied. How to
study the plants? How to study the people? How to study the animals?
They specify a rule on how to conduct studies on air, soil, and noise.

We cannot do things as we please. It must be done according to
that rule. But they were given pérmission on June 20, 2025, and they
started the study on March 1st, four months earlier. How is that possible?
This is how it is. Fraudulently, even before the EIA was given, they have
conducted the studies. Therefore, this entire study is completely illegal.

Not only that, but most importantly, quarrying work must be carried
out with a ten-meter gap between one quarry and the adjacent quarry.
This is a Google image. They have provided it, and we are also showing
it. Look at the western side of the quarry. On the western side of the
quarry, right next to the quarry area, what have they done? They have
excavated. There is a pit. They have excavated riéht up to that point on
the west; there is no ten-meter gap. Despite the absence of this gap, they
have held a public consultation meeting for the quarry. This is illegal.
Therefore, we are telling all the officials overseeing this quarry—those
with PhDs, IAS officers, and IFS officers—that such fraudulent documents
exist. We are telling the technical committee at Anna University, IIT, and
Annamalai University that so many fraudulent activities are taking place.

Therefore, permission should not be granted for this.



We haven't even mentioned what others have said about you. The
quarry owners themselves have stated that they are giving bribes ranging
from three to five lakh rupees per acre, and fifteen to twenty-five lakh
rupees per quarry, to obtain permission. They have said this on a public
platform. When we held a protest based on this, you admitted to the
crime, not just a mistake. You admitted to the crime. Based on that, there
are so many violations. The officials of the SEIAA who are overseeing this
should take this into account and take appropriate action.

Not only that, it should contain forty-five types of documents. At the
very least, there should be a village map. We went to the Punnam Village
Administrative Officer's office to see the village map. When we went to the
Punnam Village Administrative Officer's office, the village map was pasted
on the wall, which is a good practice. Anyone can see it. It's pasted right
there on the wall. So, the village map is available. But in this document,
they have included a composite map. A composite map only shows the
adjacent survey numbers. The respected technical team from Jio is here.
Does that map show any wells? Does it show any streams? Does it show
any high-tension towers? Does it show any houses? It doesn't show
anything. The public consultation meeting is conducted for the people.
When the Jio technical team prepares this document, shouldn't they
include the village map? Every village has a village map. If the officials
make a mistake, then you are also making a mistake. We should say that
you should be blacklisted. That you are preparing fraudulent documents
and preventing people from knowing the truth. We haven't gone to that
extent yet; we are telling you to correct yourselves. We provided the
document.

We stopped Vedanta's five-thousand-acre tungsten mine by passing
a resolution in the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly in eighteen days, and
we halted the auction. We not only provided the necessary documents,

but they even mentioned my name in the Legislative Assembly. It's not a
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matter of meré speculation. What problem do you have? What problem do
you have with providing the village map? Do you know that a public
consultation meeting was cancelled because the village map wasn't
provided? Why are you and the officials colluding and committing this
fraud? The quarry owner doesn't know. Their job is just to hand over the
money. Their job is to decide who gets how much commission. You know
this, don't you? You eight or ten people claim to have doctorate degrees.
What problem do you have with providing the village map? Why are you
providing a combined map? We have the village map; what's the problem
with you providing it? Why are you providing a combined map? Why are
you giving the combined map to the officials? Why are you committing
fraud? If educated people engage in deceit and trickery, they will be
utterly ruined. Your entire family will be destroyed. People are crying here,
aren't they? They can't farm thére, they can't raise sheep or cattle, they
can't cultivate crops. What's the problem with you telling the truth? Ten or
twelve departmental officials have signed the documents. What problem
do you have with providing the village map? Please, there are forty-five
types of documents like this, not just the village map. The forest dweller
next to the quarry, the one whose land borders the quarry, doesn't know
what the A-1 advertisement is. No notice was given, no notice report was
obtained. The quarry owner brought people from Muthu Nagar, and now
they have all run away.

~ Because they received their péyment for what they bought and for
their attendance. Why wasn't the 'A' notification issued then? The 'A'
notification didn't even seek their opinion; if it had, this public consultation
meeting wouldn't have been necessary. So many peoplé wouldn't have
had to go to the trouble of coming and sitting here. They themselves
would have completely contradicted it. Please, I'm telling the revenue
department officials here, especially the Village Administrative Officer. Get

signatures from the people in the fields surrounding the 'A' notification



area. Don't get signatures from the ten people the quarry owners t* .g
along. You will be ruined. If you look at the 'A" notification, you'll see who
has signed it; that's why it wasn't issued. The 'A1" notification is not in the
documents. There is no report from the Village Administrative Officer, no
report from the Revenue Inspector, no report from the Tahsildar, no report
from the Revenue Divisional Officer, no report from the Assistant Director
of Mines. None of the reports are there. Only the Village Administrative
Officer's certificate exists. So, | mentioned forty-five types of documents,
didn't 1? For the tower line, permission must be obtained from the
electricity department. If there is a borewell, permission must be obtained
from the Panchayat and the Block Development Officer. Not only that,
permission must also be obtained from the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and
Drainage Board.

Regarding the archaeological site, they have stated that there are
no archaeological remains within a fifteen-kilometer radius of the area
they previously specified. When speaking, they mentioned ten kilometers.
In Table 11-1, under the description of the leased area, on page 6 in the
Tamil version, if you look at points 1 and 6, they have stated that there are
no archaeological or ancient monuments nearby. Sir, how many people
here know about the Pugalur hill? You all know about Pugalur hill, don't
you? How many kilometers away is Pugalur hill? They themselves have
stated that it is eight kilometers away. The Cauvery river is nine kilometers
away. They themselves have stated that the Cauvery river is nine
kilometers away, and Pugalur hill is eight kilometers away from the
Cauvery river. What is there on Pugalur hill? There are Jain monuments.
What kind of survey did you conduct within ten kilometers? It's all just
fraudulent writing done while sitting in the office. If we speak up, you'll
send vehicles to kill us, that's all. Pugalur hill is eight kilometers away.
You yourselves are stating that the Cauvery river is nine kilometers away,

so why didn't you inquire about the Jain monuments? You should have



obtained all kinds of reports. You should have obtained them from the
Department of Archaeology. You should have obtained them from the
Forest Department. You should have obtained them from the Electricity
Department. You should have obtained them from everyone. But without
obtaining anything from anyone, there are no reports whatsoever. So, we
have to search for and obtain all these documents. Then what are you all
here for? What are the officials here for? What are you project designers
here for? To commit fraud? To figure out how to steal? To devise
schemes for cheating? You are deceiving the government, you are
deceiving the people, you are deceiving society.

Do you know the situation in this area? Karur, Paramathi, and
Rayavelur are the hottest regions in Tamil Nadu for eight years. Karur has
experienced extreme heat for eight years. In Paramathi, a temperature of
119 degrees Fahrenheit has been recorded. The displayed temperature is
115. They close the schools for ten days a year due to the excessive heat.
They close the schools for ten or twelve days a year because of the high
temperatures. | don't know if the residents of Muthu Nagar feel the heat.
The reason is that excessive amounts of stones are being quarried from
these quarries, and the sunlight reflecting off these dark blue rocks
causes the extreme heat.

We are stating something even more important. Today, a CBI
investigation is underway. A CBI investigation is taking place in Karur.
Why? Forty-one people died in a crowd crush; they died due to
dehydration. We are going to submit a petition to the CBI regarding these
forty-one deaths. The crowd crush alone was not the reason for the
deaths of these forty-one people. The excessive heat here was also a
factor. Even if you had stood in Coimbatore for a long time, they wouldn't
have died. What happened here? Due to the excessive heat, they were

affected, suffered dehydration, and forty-one people died. Do you know



that these quarries are also a reason for this? The wife of a police officer
has also died. Oh, innocent souls, what injustice is happening here?

When people stood for five or six hours in 119-degree heat, all the
water in their bodies was depleted, and forty-one people died. Today, this
has shaken all of Tamil Nadu. One of the reasons for such a climate
change is the stone quarries and lime quarries in the Paramathi area. The
stone quarries are the main reason for the deaths of forty-one people at
the Vijay event. So, understand this. Those who speak shouldn't just talk
without understanding the facts. There was excessive heat in Tamil Nadu,
and 41 people have died.

Not only that, a 3.5 magnitude earthquake has occurred in the same
area. We all think we are in Muthu Nagar, in Punnai, or in Karur. But we
don't know when our houses will start shaking. In these three years, the
earth has shaken five times. There have been five earthquakes in the
Karur District. That is the situation. Therefore, the extreme heat and
frequent earthquakes are all due to the stone quarries here. Therefore, we
state that permission should not be given for stone quarries here. Next, air
pollution is a huge, huge problem today. How many people know this?
The central government has mandated that all children studying in CBSE
schools should undergo diabetes testing. This is not something | am
saying; from LKG and UKG to 12th grade, the central government's CBSE
education department has sent a circular to everyone stating that a sugar
monitoring board should be set up in schools to monitor the students'’
blood sugar levels.

What do we all think? We all want our future generation, our
children, our grandchildren, to be well. Look at the diabetes problem
among these grandchildren in Erode. In Erode, a single hospital, Baby
Hospital, has diagnosed 1950 people with diabetes. This is only among
the children who came to that hospital. The respected District Revenue

Officer, Mr. Kannan, who was here earlier, and | went to one area,



Anjagoundanpatti, where a six-year-old child had diabetes. They brought
the child in their arms. A six-year-old child with diabetes.

What is the reason for this? There are nine quarries, two M-sand
units, and two crushers in the surrounding area. The six-year-old child's
father is a Scheduled Caste Iaborer, an agricultural worker. His house is
right next to the quarry; it's a house built by the government. Breathing in
that environment, the six-year-old child developed diabetes.

This is not all, friends; there is another horrific matter that many here
are unaware of. We say that our children are experiencing early puberty
only because they consume a lot of chicken. But I'm not saying this; the
Tamil Hindu newspaper has clearly stated that due to air pollution,
children as young as two or three years old are reaching puberty. Not
elsewhere, but in Coimbatore, where there are many quarries, on
September 26th, a three-year-old and a five-year-old child reached
puberty. For whom are you accumulating this wealth? Whether it's the
quarry owners or those who have come to speak on behalf of the quarry
owners, consider the immense cruelty of a five-year-old child reaching
puberty due to the quarries, crushers, and M-sand here. It's a stage that
should occur at twelve years of age, but a five-year-old child is reaching
puberty. I'm not saying that air pollution is the reason. A newspaper, the
Hindu newspaper, one of the largest newspapers in India, is saying this.
The tragedy of three and five-year-old children reaching puberty is
happening here. The reason for this is the quarries. We are not speaking
without evidence; we are speaking with documents in hand. Therefore, we
state that legal permission should not be granted to this quarry.

FLlrthermore, they have stated that air quality testing has been
conducted at six locations within this quarry area. They conducted the
study and submitted a report after three months. Sir, you have come here;
can you show us the place where the study was conducted? You have

provided the latitude and longitude. We will take you there. Sir, to test the



air, you don't need electricity for soil, water, or sound testing, but you co
need electricity for air quality testing. The testing must be done in the
same place for three months, not here and there. If you want to conduct
such a test, you need to draw electricity. You have given a report stating
that you conducted the study at six locations, and you have provided the
latitude and longitude. If the technical team that has come here says that
you genuinely conducted the study, the respected District Environmental
Officer is present. At which location did you use which type of electricity
for the testing? Did you use domestic electricity? Did you use industrial
electricity? Did you use motor electricity? This cannot be done with a
generator.

If you did, the entire area would know. Can you explain all this? Why
this deception? They don't conduct any air quality testing at all. They
simply write a fraudulent report. They just sit down and finish writing it. |
am asking this, and | am also telling the CPCB officials who are watching.
Air quality testing is not happening anywhere. You should ask. When they
give the air quality report, they give the date from the laboratory, right? |
request that the District administration ask for a report on which service
connection was used for electricity during those three months.

The District Deputy Collector has arrived. Please ask them where
they took the readings from. Several collectors have asked this question.
In Tiruppur, Mr. Vineeth would ask the technical team to submit the report
by evening. He knows about this; he was an engineer in the North at that
time and has now been promoted and transferred here. Please ask them
where they conducted the survey in the six locations and ask them to
provide the details. From which six locations did they take the electricity
readings? You are saying that you surveyed the wind for three months,
right? You have the laboratory report, right? Provide the meter readings
for the electricity consumption. What will happen if there are meter

readings? Even if the consumption is high, it will be evident in those



readings. The readings for the three months before the survey will be
available, and we will also know about the three months after the survey.
Will the consumption be high during those three months? Yes, it will be.
None of this is necessary. We accept that you conducted the survey
honestly and correctly.

Therefore, massive fraudulent activities are taking place in the name
of conducting air quality surveys in this manner. Similarly, a comrade
mentioned that sand is needed for all this. If there are no stone quarries,
how can M-sand be produced? How can the lives of the 25 workérs be
protected? | am not saying these things; your alliance's Chief Minister,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Stalin, has said them. When did he say this?
He wrote it after consulting with us. He wrote it on his Facebook page on
November 22, 2017. What did he write? He said that river sand is not
needed here. No sand is needed. He said that the sand needs of Tamil
Nadu should be met by importing natural river sand from foreign
countries. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Stalin, on his Facebook page on
November 22, 2017, at 5:14 PM, wrote this on Facebook. In both Tamil
and English, he has stated that there is no answer to the question: "Why
Is the horse-trading Edappadi government refusing to allow the sale of
sand imported from foreign countries to prevent the depletion of Tamil
Nadu's natural resources?"

Now we are stating that during Edappadi's regime, four government
orders were issued, and during the DMK regime, one government order
was issued, permitting the import of foreign river sand. They stated five
lakh metric tons per month, but what we are saying is that this is not five
lakh per month. This is the government order; we obtained it from the
Karur Assistant Director's office. They stipulated five lakh metric tons per
month. They are asking to extract sand from countries like Indonesia and
Malaysia, which frequently experience earthquakes and tremors. Here, we

don't need M-sand or river sand. The rivers have already been destroyed:;



there are no aquatic plants, no fish, no crabs, no frogs in any of the rive-s.
Everything has died. The rivers have lost their natural character.

Similarly, the rocks are being blasted with explosives, leading to
extreme heat and tremors, resulting in countless environmental damages.
Therefore, they are suggesting that sand be extracted without any
charges. But if it is brought here, what will happen? The party members
will not be able to make a living or earn money by colluding with the
quarry owners. That's why they are not allowing the extraction. Therefore,
we are placing a demand that the Tamil Nadu government, based on the
five government orders already issued, should import fifteen lakh metric
tons of natural river sand from abroad per month, instead of five lakh
metric tons. The District administration and the SIA (State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority) administration, which monitors these
activities, should convey this to the government.

Similarly, regarding explosives, the Madurai Bench of the Chennai
High Court ordered in December 2021 that all 335 quarries in the area,
both currently operating and those that have ceased operations, should
be inspected. Due to their failure to comply, in April 2022, during a
contempt of court hearing, they agreed to carry out the inspection
immediately. They claim there are 335 quarries in Karur, but to date, the
number inspected has not even reached a hundred. In that inspection,
among those hundred quarries, more than eighty have been fined. For
instance, Palaniandi, who was an MLA from the Srirangam area and owns
a quarry in the Karur region, has been fined 23 crore rupees in the
Sivalayam North village. Fines of 50 crore, 100 crore, and several other
crores of rupees are being imposed.

Sathishkumar's father, Gurusamy, who is claiming ownership of this
quarry, lives right next to it. A fine of eleven crore rupees has been
imposed for illegally extracting minerals. Now, our questions are: you

imposed the fine, and the case came up for hearing in court last week. At



that time, they said that they had imposed fines on 1750 quarries in Tamil
Nadu and registered cases against 385 quarries. If a fine is imposed, the
person responsible for the quarry can only purchase explosives from the
explosives company based on the number of permits they obtain. Any
extraction beyond that would involve the illegal movement of explosives. If
one kilogram of explosives is used for a certain amount of extraction, and
now an eleven crore rupee fine has been imposed, it means he must have
extracted approximately three to four lakh tons of minerals.

Four lakh cubic meters. In terms of tonnage, it would be ten lakh
tons. If they have extracted ten lakh tons, how many lakhs of tons of
explosives must they have possessed? Ten lakh tons. One kilogram for
every six tons. This means they have brought in hundreds of crores worth
of illegal explosives. Hundreds of crores of tons. If there are ten tons, they
are making a big deal about 2000 kilograms, two tons of explosives found
in a quarry in Delhi. Here, each quarry owner has used anywhere from ten
tons to a thousand tons of explosives. There are no cases filed against
them. In Karur District, please, they will ask, "Why look for a mirror when
the wound is on your hand?" You have come as the Collector. You should
inform the District Collector, because you are part of the PESO
committee. You are in the Petroleum Explosives Safety Organization.
Accordingly, you hold monthly meetings. The revenue divisional officer is
the one who imposed the fine for these illegal explosives. The mining
department measured them. So, where did you illegally obtain the
explosives for the excessive amount of minerals extracted? From where
did you smuggle them?

Three months ago, at the grievance redressal meeting in Tiruppur
District, we mentioned that explosives were smuggled from Tiruppur and
seized at‘the Bangalore bus stand. | mentioned this at the farmers'
grievance redressal meeting in the seventh month. You were also present

there, sir. | showed the evidence. Explosives were seized at the



‘Bangalore bus stand, having been smuggled from Tiruppur. In this way,
all the quarry owners here are using illegal explosives throughout the
country. Criminal cases should be filed against all of them, and they
should be arrested.

Minister I. Periyasamy is here. A case was filed against him for a
small rock falling on him, and in response, a case was filed against him
under the Explosives Act at the Pattiveerampatti police station, and an
FIR was registered against him, which is still pending in Nilakottai. The
case filed against him-in 2012 is still under investigation today. While
claiming to have imposed fines on 1750 quarries, they should also file
cases against all the quarries inspected here for illegally bringing in
explosives. The Deputy Collector is present. This should be brought to the
attention of the District Collector, and cases should be registered against
all of them. If you don't do it, we will submit a petition and ask the court to
file the cases, saying that you are refusing to do so. Please don't push us
to that situation.

In the nearby Gurusamy quarry, hundreds of tons of explosives
have been brought in illegally. What actionl have you taken regarding the
explosives in more than ten quarries? Therefore, we request that action
be taken against them. Furthermore, they are supposed to detonate
explosives in the quarry pits. They have said that 100 to 200 explosions
should occur in the afternoon. Brother Palanisamy from Pudukkanelli is
sitting here. Explosives were detonated near his house, and on the day of
the Kida Pongal festival, a hundred people were inside his house. Rocks
from the quarry fell on his head and on his house. Fortunately, it didn't fall
on anyone's head. This is the situation. The rocks from the quarry fell on
his house and on the people inside. They were lucky that the rocks fell on
a vehicle instead of on the people. This is the situation.

Swaminathan says that this is the impact. The people from

Muthunagar, Punnathur, or those who came representing the communist



movement, or others, do not have this problem. Who is affected? The
people. Now, the movements that exist for the people, the movements
that work for the people, please, should not do things like this anymore.
The communists are opposing‘stone quarries in all Districts. But they are
supporting them only in Karur District. | don't understand what this is.

We will go to all Districts to hold consultation meetings. We went to
Tirunelveli. Fifty to a hundred people are coming from that movement. In
that consultation meeting, to speak against the proposal, they are saying
that if there are no quarries here, there is no life at all. | don't know what is
happening. | don't know what the internal conspiracy is. They are talking
to everyone, including CP and CPI(M). Therefore, these things must be
taken into consideration. It is the people who are affected; do not abet in
destroying people's lives; do not become sinners. They say they Went and
conducted a survey. What kind of survey is this without any proper
investigation? Someone spoke at a public meeting, saying they went and
conducted a survey. Did Swaminathan ask? Who conducted the survey?
Why this deception? If the officials are involved in deception, we are
making a request to the movements that work for the people, for the
working people, not to side with the quérry owners, the officials, and
others. ;

Similarly, detonators are not used here. Ask all the quarries to
provide details of how many detonators they used. An order to this effect
was already issued in Erode. When Mr. Udhayakumar was there, they
provided all the details. Similarly, the Coimbatore District Collector also
issued an order, and everyone worked on this under Section 9. Everyone
was asked to bring receipts for the detonators purchased, and 80-90
percent of the quarries in Coimbatore provided them, but not here.
Therefore, ask them to provide the receipts for the detonators purchased.
They buy them daily via WhatsApp. If they send those receipts, everything

will be fine. If those receipts are brought and filed, we can calculate the



monthly usage. Therefore, such a system must be implemented.
Otherwise, we are informing you that the need will arise to compel you to
do so through the courts.
~ Similarly, there are roads here. When we came, we went to the
Punnam Village Administrative Officer's office, and we came from
Punnam the entire road is in a dilapidated condition. This is a village road;
the Village Administrative Officer here should be aware of all this. | am not
saying that only ten tons of weight should be carried on the village road;
the government has stated this and given us a report that only ten tons of
weight should be carried. Don't think of ten tons as a large amount; it's the
weight of a tractor. If you load M-sand, gravel, or stones, the weight of a
tractor will reach ten tons. If you load it in a six-wheeled truck, it will be
twenty-four tons. A village road costs fifty lakh rupees to one crore rupees
per kilometer, while state highways, District highways, and national
highways cost from five crores to two hundred and twenty crores per
kilometer. But regarding the maximum weight allowed on national
highways, they have given a list; they have given it in the Supreme Court
contempt of court case. Forty-nine tons can be carried in a sixteen-
wheeled truck, but they are carrying ninety tons even on panchayat roads.
Through this, what is the annual loss to the government? Thirty thousand
crore rupees. |
Comrades of the communist movement, many party comrades have
come here. This is thirty thousand crore rupees of tax money that you and
| pay. This is not a bone thrown by the quarry owners. This thirty thousand
crore rupees should have been used for social welfare schemes. It should
have been used to create opportunities for various people. In Tamil Nadu
alone, roads worth thirty thousand crore rupees, which should last for
eight years, are completely ruined in just three months. It becomes
unusable in just three months. The entire road is cracked. Looking at this

brings tears to my eyes. This is a Supreme Court judgment, contempt of



court case filed in 2023 on July 26th in Writ Petition No. 136/2006, and
this letter has been given to the Transport Commissioner. It has been
given to all the transport commissioners in Tamil Nadu. What does it say?
Even if one ton is overloaded, a fine of two thousand rupees should be
imposed. For the first violation, impose a fine of twenty thousand rupees.
Beyond that, impose a fine of two thousand rupees for every additional
ton.

Not only that, a case for damage to public property must be
registered. The driver's license must be revoked. The vehicle's RC
(Registration Certificate) must be cancelled. Even if the fine is paid, the
vehicle should not be released. .They say that the load should be
unloaded, and then transported again using a different vehicle. How many
of the quarry owners here are doing this? Tell me honestly. Ninety tons
are being transported on panchayat roads, are you only carrying ten tons?
Doés anyone even own a tractor? Should the entire country suffer
because some of you are plundering public property? Roads that should
last for thirty thousand crore rupees and eight years are being repeatedly
laid every three years in KarLlr. That's how you are destroying public
property. What can be done with the two percent you give as CSR, like
throwing the leftover bones to the dogs after eating the meat? You are
ruining and destroying so much of society's property. We are providing
evidence: the Supreme Court order, the Transport Department
Commissibner's order, and the specifications of the lorries. Let someone
speak up. Speak after me; if you say that everything Mukilan is saying is
wrong and that you are acting legally based on this, then we will not
attend any more consultation meetings. Can you say this with evidence?
You are destroying this country. You are destroying public property. You
gave 250 crores to the minister for the election. You gave twenty crores to

the former minister, the current minister, and Annamalai, giving bribes to



the CIA, giving bribes to officials. You are destroying society by gnig
bribes to officials.

Many of those who own quarries here were previously involved in
the dyeing industry. You came here after facing problems in that business.
If you are operating legally, we commend you. There are also quarry
owners in this same District who operate legally. We know some of them,
and we ourselves have fought for them when they operated legally.
Therefore, do not operate illegally, do not destroy public property, do not
cause environmental damage. We request that you please operate within
the bounds of the law. If heavy vehicles are used to transport materials on
the roads, the Revenue Department, Police Department, and Transport
Department have the responsibility to take action according to TNBBTL
fules. Therefore, we request that action be taken in this regard.

Similarly, a worker spoke here. He said they provide ESI, PF, and
insurance. That's what | mentioned. In Velayuthampalayam, also known
as Velampalayam, located south of where this quarry is to be established,
a person was affected. The quarry owner didn't even take him back to
work. Here, in the NTC quarry, a worker died. We fought and secured
twenty-four lakh rupees for his family. Here, none of the workers have
ESI, PF, or insurance. If those were in place, things would automatically
fall into place. But none of that exists. Do not allow these quarries to
operate without these provisions. Who is responsible for the deaths here?
The government gave five lakh rupees to the family of the person who
died in the Adaimithippan pond. They gave ten lakh rupees to the family of
the person who died in Mallakottai. Should the government be the one to
pay money to the families of those who die? The debt of Tamil Nadu is ten
and a half lakh crore rupees. If you investigate the stone quarries here,
you can repay ten lakh crore rupees of that debt. They have looted so
much. The quarry owners, officials, and politicians have colluded; make

them pay. The government cannot provide us with basic amenities like



N

building drainage systems, constructing roads, or providing welfare
schemes and land titles. But they are providing for all of this. Therefore,
appropriate action must be taken on this matter.

Similarly, regarding the Village Administrative Officer, they have
submitted a completely false and fraudulent certificate. This is included in
the EIA report. The previous Village Administrative Officer had already
submitted a report. He is no longer in that position. The name of that
Village Administrative Officer was Thandapani. Therefore, the current
Village Administrative Officer should not assume that he is not responsible
just because the previous officer submitted the report. Because you too
have a responsibility. In Annexure 5, they have stated that there is nothing
there. But there is so much. We are showing you this; we are showing it
With evidence, we are showing it with documents, using your revenue
department documents, your Google images, and technology, we are
showing the evidence. But you are saying that there is nothing. The
current Village Administrative Officer must correct this and provide a true
status report. Otherwise, we will file the first case against you in Karur. We
are telling you not to create such a situation that leads to your dismissal
from office. People in Punnam village lost their jobs due to creating
fraudulent documents. Your situation is going to become like that of
Kokkadam in Namakkal. We are requesting and urging you to correct this
and submit the report. |

Regarding this quarry, a cluster letter has been illegally issued. The
cluster letter only mentions 7.75.0. This quarry is 146.0. There are two
operational L.S.P.D. quarries. However, there is also the Gurusamy
quarry which ceased operations within the last three years. | am not
saying this; the Assistant Director of Mines has given a letter stating this.
The Gurusamy quarry is within a 500-meter radius. Similarly, the
Gurusamy quarry that has already ceased operations is 3.02.0 hectares,
and the V.S.G. Blue Metal quarry operated until 22.04.2024, which is



3.610. If we add these up, it comes to 5.610. This should have bern
included in the cluster letter. Because, for a quarry, the cluster letter
should include the quarry for which permission is sought, the currently
operating quarries, and the quarries that ceased operations within the last
three years. I'm not just talking about one quarry; there is a quarry called
Swamiyappan, which ceased operations in 2012, in the 12th month of the
4th year. All three should be included in the cluster letter. But it is unclear
how much bribe the Assistant Director here received. What he has done
in the cluster letter is that he has only included the currently operating and
the quarries for which permission is sought. This is a blatant fraud. The
500-meter radius information is not included in the cluster letter in the
summary report. We are pointing all this out because many officials have
come here; please act according to the law. You are in a position to
enforce the law. Today, our country is in a state where we have to explain
the law to you. We are informing you of the deplorable state our country is
in.

Therefore, Jagannathan has already sacrificed his life to protect this
land. Swamiyappan's family has been subjected to murderous attacks and
threats. Shanmugam has also been subjected to a murderous attack.
Many of us have faced various attacks in this manner. Therefore, please
take into consideration everything we have said. The District
administration is also watching this unfold, and based on the evidence
provided by Narayana Perumal, the secretary of the quarry owners'
association, who stated that permission is granted to quarries only after
receiving a bribe of fifteen lakh rupees, we urge the SEIAA officials, the
SEIAA's |AS and IFS officers, the technical head, the member secretary,
and the professors with doctoral degrees from various universities, to
please act according to the law. The primary reason for the deaths of
forty-one people at the Vijay rally is SEIAA, SEIAA, SEIAA. It is due to

your corrupt practices and the bribes you accepted. More than it being the



responsibility of the government or the political party leader who was
present, your corrupt actions are the reason for this. Therefore,
appropriate action must be taken in this matter.

Regarding the Satishkumar quarry, high-voltage towers should not
be within three hundred meters, petroleum pipelines within fifty meters,
and other structures within five hundred meters. However, here, a
petroleum pipeline is located within fifty meters. There is a stream within
fifty meters, a government borewell and overhead water tank within 500
meters, a well within fifty meters, and a pond and temporary residential
houses within 500 meters. Since all these exist, this falls under fraudulent
documentation. Therefore, permission should not be granted for this.
Please, companies like yours, Global Mining Solutions, are submitting
fraudulent documents claiming that there are no Jain sites within eight
kilometers and no archaeological monuments on the Pukazhi hill. Do not
engage in such practices. If you continue to do so, you will all be
blacklisted. The people will not simply stand by and watch. All of this can
change in a single day.

Therefore, the officials and the company that has come for this
quarry must act according to the law. The responsibility to protect this land
rests not only with people like us but also with the quarry owners here and
the people of this area. Act according to the law. Can you question
Mukilan if you act according to the law? Can you ask questions if you
operate according to the rules? You have earned and looted enough to
satisfy all your desires. Please, at least from now on, act according to the
law. Cancel all the permits that were illegally given to the quarries. File
criminal cases against them for using excessive explosives, and they
should be brought under the control of the NIA. A small cylinder blast in
Coimbatore resulted in the NIA arresting seventeen people to this day.
But these people have illegally brought in hundreds of tons of explosives,

and there is concrete evidence of this. Therefore, take action on this



matter, and | request that permission should not be granted to th:s
Satishkumar quarry.
42. Mr. R.Saminathan, Punnam village.

This is the map of Punnam village, in which all the streams and
water bodies are marked. Therefore, all the residents present here state
that permission should not be granted to this quarry belonging to
Satishkumar's company under any circumstances. We have marked the
water bodies. The Village Administrative Officer is also present here; you
can inquire with him and conduct an inspection. | request the Deputy
Collector and the Environmental Engineer to visit the site and conduct an
inspection. Similarly, since the BPCL petroleum pipeline is nearby, a
sensor meter should be installed. Even if they have obtained a No
Objection Certificate, a sensor meter must be installed. It has not been
installed yet. | request you to inspect this in person.

This is the report given to me by the Assistant Director of Mines,
stating that they have been fined for violating the rules by quarrying even
before obtaining permission at their father's quarry. Please take note of
this. The letter given to me by the Assistant Director of Mines, stating that
a fine was imposed for excessive and illegal quarrying using explosives in
survey numbers 1232 and 1233, should also be examined by you. Al
these photographs have been taken with location details. They show
water bodies, water tanks, bore wells, and wells. We are providing these
as evidence, and based on this, | request that permission should not be

granted to Satishkumar's quarry under any circumstances,” he said.

Vote Thanks by the District Environmental Engineer.

Finally the District Environmental Engineer, Karur delivered the vote
of thanks to the chairman of the meeting, participants, media persons,
officials and the police and public for participating in the public hearing

and He also informed that the proceedings of this public hearing,



including all the events that took place from morning till afternoon, would
be recorded on CDs and sent to the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority, Chennai, in both Tamil and English formats with

the approval of the District Collector. With this, the public hearing

concluded.
1o 126 Q4
District Environmental Engineer, Depu ollector,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Social Security Scheme,

Karur District. | Karur District.
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