ON 30.12.2025 AT _01.00 PM, THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING WAS
CONDUCTED IN MDM MAHAL, PARAVAKKAL VILLAGE, PERNAMPAT TALUK,
VELLORE DISTRICT FOR QUARRYING ROUGH STONE IN AN EXTENT AREA
OF 2.02.40 HECTARES AT SF.NO. 208 (PART-8) BY M/S. THIRU.R.SATHISH IN
PARAVAKKAL VILLAGE, PERNAMPAT_ TALUK, VELLORE DISTRICT. THE
MINUTES OF THE MEETING AS FOLLOWS:

Present:

1. Thiru. M.Siva subramanian District Revenue Officer, Vellore,
Vellore district

2. Selvi.S.Subhalakshmi Revenue Divisional Officer, Gudiyatham,
Vellore district

3. Er.E.Chandrasekar District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Vellore District

4.Thiru.K.Raj Kumar Thasildar, Pernambut,
Vellore district

5..Thiru.E.Sivasankar Police Inspector, Melpatti,
Gudiyatham,
Vellore District

6. Thiru. N.Balaji Regional Deputy Tahsildar, Pernambut,
Vellore district

7. Thiru.S.Sarguna Revenue Inspector, Melpatti,
Vellore District

8. Tmt.G.Shanmugavalli Assistant Director, Geology and Mining
Department, '
Vellore District

And project proponent and the public of 146 numbers (Attendants records is

attached) :

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.
Greetings everyone, | am E.Chandrasekar, District Environmental Engineer,
working in the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Vellore district. First and foremost,
| extend a warm welcome to the Respected District Revenue Officer, the RDO, the
Tahsildar, and all other government officials who have come to this public hearing. |
also wholeheartedly welcome all the members of the public, media representatives,

representatives of non-governmental organizations, representatives from Gilobal



Mining Solutions who have come to provide detailed explanations regarding this
project, and the owners of these quarries, who are participating in this public hearing.

This public hearing is being conducted under the Environmental Impact
Assessment Notification, 2006, as per the regulations of the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change. Today, this public hearing has been organized for three
quarries on the same day. The reason for this is that each quarry is located on an area
of less than two hectares, and when all three are considered together, the total area
comes to approximately six hectares. According to the Environmental Impact
Assessment regulations, a public hearing is mandatory for projects covering an area
of more than five hectares. Furthermore, since these three quarries are cluster
quarries located within a 500-meter radius, conducting this meeting on the same day
is in accordance with the regulations. The owners of these quarries are required to
obtain Environmental Clearance through the State Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA). As a crucial part of this process, the opinions of the public need to
be recorded.

Following this, the project consultant will now provide a detailed explanation
regarding each quarry through a Power Point presentation. You can all listen carefully
and clearly present your doubts, questions, and opinions. All the views expressed here
will be properly recorded through audio and video recording. These will then bé
compiled and sent to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai.
The decision regarding the granting of environmental clearance for these quarries will
be made solely based on this.

Therefore, | request all members of the public to participate in this meeting
peacefully. Now, before the project consultant gives the explanations, | kindly request

the Honourable District Revenue Officer to say a few words.

District Revenue Officer

First and foremost, | extend my greetings to all the members of the public who have
attended this meeting. | also warmly welcome all the representatives of the political
parties gathered here. This meeting is a public hearing meeting regarding the
operation of a stone quarry. | would like to clearly state that this is not a final order of
any kind. All the opinions expressed by the public here will be duly recorded. They will
be video recorded and sent to the head office in Chennai along with the recordings.
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The decision on whether permission will be granted for setting up this stone quarry will

be made based on the decision received from there,

Therefore, | request everyone to maintain order, and when one person is speaking,
others should not interrupt, and after one has fully expressed their opinion, the
opportunity to speak should be given to the next person. Now, the representatives of
Global Mining Solutions will explain the details related to the quarry in detail through
a presentation. After listening carefully to that, | would like to inform you that each

member of the public will be given an opportunity to express their views.

Then, Project Advisor explained the project to the public through a power point
presentation. The District Environmental Engineer asked them to let us know if there
are any comments or questions regarding this. Following this, the public in the meeting

began to express their views, They are as follows:

1. Chandresan, Lalapettai Village

As a resident of Lalapettai village, | am speaking at this public hearing meeting.
While government sand quarries have been banned, this union is being provided with
at least a thousand houses under schemes like Kalaignar Kanavu lilam and Prime
Minister Housing scheme; however, due to the unavailability of natural sand, there are
difficulties in constructing these houses. Currently, M-sand is the only alternative, and
this quarry operation is essential for it to be available easily and at a low price. Since
M-sand has to be transported from other places, transportation costs have increased,
and the price of one unit of M-sand has also risen. This quarry in our area does not
cause any disturbance to the public; there are no health problems such as respiratory
issues, and they are also protecting the environment by planting trees. Therefore,
considering the welfare and development of the public, | humbly request that

permission be granted for these three quaArries.
2. Vedhachalam (alias) Marai Malai

First, | express my heartfelt gratitude to the government officials who made this
public hearing meeting possible. | am from the Pernampattu area; | have been a

government contractor since my father's time, undertaking government projects and
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engaged in the construction industry. Previously, if we wanted to buy one unit of gravel,
we had to go to the Anaicut area, which caused great difficulty; moreover, due to the
closure of sand quarries and the increase in the price of M-sand, there were delays
and additional costs in carrying out the projects. In this situation, since cohstruction
materials are now available from nearby quarries within a 5-kilometer radius, it has
become po‘ssible to complete government projects easily and smoothly. Therefore, |
humbly request that the government not only allow such quarries to operate but also
conduct studies to open more quarries as needed. Thanking everyone again for

providing this important opportunity, Thank you.
3. Resident of Paravakkal Village

First, | would like to express my gratitude to the Government of Tamil Nadu for
organizing this public hearing meeting. Our humble request is that the quarry projects
proposed here, along with the associated opportunities and benefits, should primarily
be provided to the people of Paravakkal village. Since the area most likely to be
affected is our village, a clear map illustrating the locations of the three existing
quarries mentioned in the presentation should be provided to the public. Even though
these are éovernment lands, the government should consider that the people of
Paravakkal village, who have been living and farming in this area for generations, also
have a right to speak. While the documents state that an impact assessment has been
conducted within a 10-kilometer radius, there is no clear explanation of how the
quarrying will affect agricultural lands, soil, and drinking water sources. Specifically,
~ the comprehenéive details regarding the drinking water sources, ponds, tanks, and
streams within Paravakkal village, which should have been provided by the Tehsildar
and the Village Administrative Officer, are not included in this presentation. In the
absence of such fundamental information, we have doubts about how you have
properly assessed the potential impacts of the quarry project. Therefore, our earnest
request is that all these details be clearly explained, and that any decision be made

only after considering this information.

Furthermore, although it has been stated that calculations have been made fdr the
areas where quarrying explosions will take place, the documents do not contain any
clear study or explanation regarding the impact on the residential areas and

agricultural lands located within the explosion radius. While it has been mentioned that



the three quarry companies will each provide five lakh rupees to the Chembedu
government school, there is no detail whatsoever on what direct benefits the villages
of Paravakkal and the surrounding areas, where the quarrying operations will take
place, will receive. Since the people of Paravakkal village are the ones directly affected
by the quarrying activities, the employment opportunities, basic amenities, or social
welfare contributions they will receive must also be' clarified. Moreover, with the
quarrying operations set to begin, heavy vehicles will have to travel on rural roads; the
government must also address in its report how the public traveling on two-wheelers
can safely navigate these currently narrow rural roads if heavy vehicle traffic
increases. An environmental assessment alone is insufficient; a comprehensive

impact assessment is needed, including how the daily lives, safety, and livelihoods of

the people living in the existing residential areas will be affected. Our insistence is that

the government must deeply consider and assess how severe the overall
environmental and human life impacts will be when three more quarries are permitted
in an area where three quarries are already operating, resulting in six quarries

conducting explosions simultaneously.'

The next important point to mention is that the entire area where we reside is a
residential area, with four residential settlements located within a 500-meter radius.
Similarly, within the Paravakkal village, there is a hilly area that includes a path used
daily by school children. According to the village map published in 1918, all the
streams in the Paravakkal area originate from survey number 28, which is designated
as government wasteland. However, no study or explanation has been provided
regarding how the groundwater level will be affected when quarrying operations are
carried out in that area. Furthermore, this report does not include any mention of the
places of worship and areas frequently visited by the public, which have been used for
generations. No one has investigated or explained where the nearby wildlife will go if
quarrying operations take place, or the dangers posed by these animals entering the
residential areas below. While the documents mention the establishment of a Green
Belt in relation to CER (Corporate Environmental Responsibility), despite quarrying
operations having been.underway for the past five years, there is no evidence of this
Green Belt being established. Although it was stated that a thousand saplings would
be planted in each of the three quarries, totaling 3000 saplings, these 3000 saplings

are nowhere to be found, and consequently, water resources have also been affected.



It is also noteworthy that no social or developmental contributions have been provided
to the Paravakkal village from the quarry funds. Given that we are the ones affected
by the quarrying activities, the lack of any benefits or contributions is unfair. Therefore,
considering all these aspects, our humble request is that the government provide a
clear explanation regarding the impacts of the quarry projects and the fair benefits that

should be provided to the villagers. Thank you.
4. Harinath

In the Peranampatfu surrounding area, due to the sand quarries being located far
away, there were significant delays in obtaining construction materials, and
construction work was difficult. Now, with a quarry operating nearby, the necessary
construction materials are available on time, and construction work is completed
quickly and smoothly. Furthermore, based on a request we made to Sri Sai
Construction, a crusher company, we asked them to provide necessary educational
materials to the students studying at the two centers in our area, known as the Dr.
Anita Night School; accepting this request, they have provided educational materials
to these students twice in the last six months. In addition, the company has also
arranged and provided the necessary sports equipment for the children studying at the
KCC Sports Academy operating here. Through this, the company's continued
involvement in social welfare activities is commendable. Therefore, | would like to
emphasize that quarries that operate in a manner that benefits the public and

contributes to local community development are essential. Thank you.
5. J. Inbarasan, Yerikuththi Village

| am J. Inbarasan, a former Union Council Member from Yerikuththi village. | have
also previously worked as a contractor in the government sector. In the current
situation, due to the lack of quarries, the public is facing severe difficulties; particularly
those coming from Ranipet and Vellore areas, as well as the underprivileged and rural
people residing here, are all equally affected. The reason for this is the unavailability
of sand required for construction. Government construction projects need to be carried
out, and houses need to'be built: since a house is one of the basic necessities of a .
human being, a situation has arisen today where even the sand required to build it is

unavailable. Therefore, | humbly request the government to consider this matter with



compassion, as properly utilizing the quarries in this area will ensure that construction

work proceeds smoothly and all citizens can live peacefully. Thank you, and greetings.
6. Logeshan, Paravakkal Village

The previous speaker mentioned that since the quarry and crusher are operating
in the hilly area within the Paravakkal Panchayat limits, no funds are being provided
to Paravakkal village, but only to Sembedu village. While this might seem true based
on his understanding, it is doubtful whether he is aware of the complete procedure
involved in this matter. In reality, the amount from the crusher company has already
been paid to the Collector's office, and you can avail to the Panchayat by a formal
request. | feel it is my duty to explain this, as he may not be aware of this information.
I'am also speaking here as a resident of Paravakkal village. Given that constfuction
materials such as gravel, sand, and M-sand are essential, if there is no local crusher,
these materials would have to be transported from a distance of 40 kilometers, which
would drastically increase transportation costs. In a situation where a house needs to
be built with the government's assistance of Rs.3,25,000, we must consider whether

|t ié possible to complete the construction within that budget if the price of each
construction material increases by Rs. 2000 to Rs. 3000. Similarly, while a crusher
directly provides employment to 25 to 50 people, it is also true that many more people
indirectly benefit from it through employment. Therefore, considering the construction
needs, the economic condition of the public, and local employment opportunities, |

humbly request the government to make a fair decision in this matter.
7. Alaiyarasan

Previously, about a year ago, when white stones were brought from Coimbatore,
we had to pay between 9,000 and 10,000 rupees per unit; and there is a
unemployment situation, this was a huge burden. Now, with three quarries already
operating in our surrounding area, and three more set to open, bringing the total to six,
we hope that construction materials will be easily available, increasing employment
opportunities and creating a situation where everyone can benefit. This will greatly
help government contractors complete construction projects at lower prices and within

a limited budget; this quarry will ultimately benefit all the people.
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8. Kumaresan

My name is Kumaresan. For any house or building, sand is an essential
requirement; without sand, construction work in the surrounding areas is completely
disrupted. Here, approximately 5,000 families depend on construction-related jobs
such as those of masons and bricklayers for their livelihood. If they don't get work,
their lives become uncertain. In this situation, due to a severe shortage in the
availability of sand, the locally operating quarries and the M-sand obtained from them
are the main source. The availability of M-sand provides continuous employment for
many, allowing masons and laborers to work more, thereby enabling people to escape
poverty and secure their livelihoods. Therefore, considering the welfare of the public
and the lives of construction workers, | humbly réquest the government to grant the

necessary permission for these quarry operations.
9. Sooravel, Kallicheri Village

Our village, Kallicheri, was previously an area where illicit liquor was widely
prevalent; however, that situation has completely changed, and most people are now
engaged in masonry and construction work, earning an honest livelihood. The
availability of construction materials such as crushed stone and M-sand is the main
reason for this transformation. If these materials are not available, the livelihood of our

people will be jeopardized. Therefore, considering the welfare of the public and the
social change, | kindly request the government to grant permission for these quarrying

operations.
10. Resident of the quarry's surrounding area

The purpose for which this meeting is being held has not been clearly explained to
us: if we had known this in advance, it would have been convenient for us to prepare
accordingly and present our views. Currently, there is confusion as to whether this
meeting is related to stone quarries or some other matter; the government should
clarify this. The question also arises whether stone quarries are truly necessary,
especially given the current situation where rainwater drainage is obstructed due to
encroachmehts on waterways and public lands. We have doubts Whether breaking
down hills for construction is the right solution in this context. Therefore, it is my humble
opinion that the government should consider alternative solutions to protect natural

waterways. Thank you.



11. Resident of Pogalur Village

Greetings to everyone, We believe that the operation of the stone quarry in our
village is beneficial, as it provides many necessary facilities to the public. The
management ruhning the quarry understands the needs of.the local people and has
been providing support in various ways, leading to improvements in people's lives. |
would also like to mention that this has resulted in the smooth progress of construction

work, the creation of employment opportunities, and overall development of the village.
12. Venkatesan, Paravakkal Village

While three quarries have already been permitted and are operating in the
Paravakkal area, the current demand for more quarries from the Pernampat area is
unacceptable to us. Our stance is that the three quarries in our village are sufficient; if
other areas need quarries, they should establish them near their respective areas.
Due to the existing quarries, our entife village has been affected by various problems
including explosions, heavy vehicle traffic. and dust pollution; traffic has been
disrupted, the environment has been polluted, and the daily lives of the public have
been severely affected. Ther'efore, we, the affected people, cléarly state that the three
quarries we currently have are sufficient, and no more quarries should be established
in our area. Furthermore, the people of Paravakkal village were not properly informed
about this public hearing meeting: not a single person in our village received prior
notice about this meeting. Holding such a meeting regarding the establishment of a
guarry on our land without consulting us is improper. Therefore, we request that the
government take into full consideration the opinions and concerns of the people of

Paravakkal village and make a fair decision on this matter.

* The District Environmental Engineer inquired with the Global Mining
Solutions project consultant whether notices had been given to all the
residents of Paravakkal village. The project advisor’s reply to the person

who spoke earlier was as follows:

“Notices .were issued to all the relevant areas, including Paravakkal, and
announcement flex boards have been placed in prominent locations. Furthermore,
an information booklet has been provided individually to each Paravakkal
Panchayat president; announcements have also been placed at the block level, in

the Melpatti areas, and in places where people gather, such as temples. In addition
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to this, an announcement about this meeting was published in newspapers 30 days
in advance, and last week, announcements were made via auto-rickshaws, and

notices were distributed in the surrounding villages,” She said.
13. Vaithiyalingam, Krishnampatti Village.

The quarries currently operating in the Paravakkal area are beneficial to us in many
ways. Because they are located nearby, construction materials are easily available,
transporfation costs are reduced, and rent and material prices are also offered at lower
rates. As a result, the public is able to undertake construction work at a lower cost.

Therefore, | gratefully state that the quarries here are beneficial to us.
14. Gothandam, Emmikuppam Village.

The quarries are beneficial to the poor and underprivileged. This is because, in the
past, buildings constructed with natural sand and lime have remained strong and
stable for many generations; and they still demonstrate their quality today. Similarly, in
the present time, due to the operation of the quarries, the necessary construction
materials are available easily and at a low cost, which is very suitable for the poor and
underprivileged to build houses and other buildings. Therefore, keeping this truth in
mind, | kindly request that government officials take action to ensure that the poor and
underprivileged benefit greatly from the quarry operations. Thank you.

15. Sivakumar, Paravakkal Village Deputy President

What | would like to sfate is that the operation of the quarries is beneficial to the
public; if we have to go to distant places like Ranipet, Vellore, and Anaikattu to get
M-sand, the transportation costs increase, resulting in an additional burden. Currently,
three quarries are operating within the Paravakkal Panchayat limits, and my request
is that the panchayat tax or funds that should be paid from them have not yet reached
our panchayat. The concerned officials should take action to immediately release the
outstanding amount to the Paravakkal Panchayat; this would be a good deed that
would benefit the people. Therefore, | humbly request the government to send those

funds to the panchayat.

16. Janarthanan, Pogalur Village

| extend my first greetings to everyone present here, including the District Revenue

Officer, at this public hearing conducted by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.
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This public hearing is being conducted with good awareness, which is commendable.
My name is Janarthanan: | am from Pogalur Panchayat. The stone quarry located at
Survey No. 28 in. Paravakkal village, although situated within the Paravakkal
Panchayat limits, is relevant to three panchayats: Sembedu Panchayat, Pogalur
Panchayat, and Paravakkal Panchayat. Even though the place administratively
belongs to the Paravakkal Panchayat, its impacts, whether good or bad, are relevant
to the people of the 18 villages under these three panchayats. The truth is that until
now, the operations have been carried out without any significant adverse effects in
these 18 villages. My opinion, on behalf of all the people, is that the government should
take action with proper monitoring and controls to ensure that the same situation

continues in the future.

My brother raised the question about what benefits the Paravakkal village is
receiving, | would like to explain that the financial amount related to the quarrying
activities for the past five years has already been calculated, and an additional amount

is now due to that village panchayat. | have repeatedly emphasized to the District

Collector the need for this public hearing meeting to be held and for the fund allocation

to be confirmed through it. Following this, Rs. 11 lakhs have been allocated for the
construction of a crematorium in Rajamanthiripatti in Paravakkal village, and Rs. 25
lakhs have been allocated and an order issued for the improvement of the road leading
to the Paravakkal-Panarhthoppu-Keezh Colony area. Furthermore, the District
Revenue Officer, who is present here, has repeatedly inspected and discussed the
selection of a site for a crematorium on the lake embankment in Thasimanthiripatti; it
has also been stated that the mining companies are ready to bear the expenses for
developing that site. Subsequently, five days ago, the District Collector issued an order
allocating a total of Rs. 56 lakhs to Paravakkal village and confirmed that the funds

would be disbursed by January 25th or 26th.

The reason the nearby Sembedu Government High School was mentioned in this
matter is that, based on a letter from the District Educatibnal‘ Officer, it was decided
that necessary works should be undertaken at the school to provide basic and
additional facilities, as it is a high school. Similarly, for the renovation of the school in
Pogalur Panchayat, Rs. 4 lakhs have been allocated under the 15th Finance
Commission State Scheme, and Sai Construction and J.P.J. Stone Crusher have

[}
jointly prepared an estimate of approximately Rs. 8 lakhs with additional funds to carry
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out works including the construction of an upper floor, environmental improvement,
and toilet facilities, and arrangements are being made for its jmplementation. Similarly,
with the aim of renovating a private school in Melalangkuppam, Bhaskar Quarry and
Vinayaka Blue Metals, consulted with the school management a year ago.
Considering that it is a management-run school, we provided three lakh rupees each
to improve the school facilities and create a conducive environment for students to
receive a better education. We would like to reiterate that we have been providing
such financial assistance related to education previously as well. Furthermore, | would
like to inform you through this meeting that we have renovated water bodies, including
temple ponds, and made arrangements to ensure that wild animals have access to

drinking water. | thank everyone who provided this opportunity.
17. Paravakkal Village, Fourth Ward Member

| was not properly informed about this meeting. | only came to know about it this
morning. The claim that everyone was informed in advance is untrue. When | myself
was not notified, how could the general public in our village have been aware of it? It
is also unclear to whom and in what manner the information was provided. It is not
clear whether announcements were placed only in certain locations or whether proper

announcement of information did not take place.

Furthermore, our village is experiencing severe traffic problems due to vehicles
transporting stones and gravel. As a result, the safety of the public, including children,
is at risk. In particular, two children have already lost their lives. Vehicles frequently
get flat tires when passing through our village. Dust is constantly flying due to gravel
and stones being spilled on the roads. Even after cleaning the houses, dust keeps

accumulating. This makes it difficult for the public to even walk on the roads.

Moreover, the vehicles are driven at very high speeds. It is unclear whether the
vehicles are being driven under the influence of alcohol or due to negligence. | myself
have experienced two to three accidents. Many people have shared similar
experiences with me. Therefore, considering all the above issues, | humbly request
that the concerned departments take appropriate measures to regulate traffic, ensure

safety, and protect the welfare of the public. Thank you.



= The District Environmental Engineer responded to the member of the
fourth ward of Paravakkal village who spoke earlier, and his reply was as

follows:

“we have instructed the quarry owner that water must be sprayed on the roads
used by vehicles transporting minerals from the quarry to control dust dispersion,
We have also clearly stated that the quarry should not be operated under any
circumstances without an environmental management plan. Furthermore, to
control the problem of lorries speeding, we have contacted the Regional Transport

Officer (RTO), and appropriate action will be taken”, She said.
18. Vishnu, Kedunguramapuram Village

Previously, due to the absence of a quakl"ry in our village, we had to bring materials
like stone and sand from other places for construction work: this resulted in delays of
two to three years. However, now that the quarry is operational, the necessary
construction materials are easily available, and the work is completed within a
maximum of six to seven months. Theréfore, the presence of the quarry is very

beneficial to us, and | would like to express my gratitude for this.
19. Resident of Pogalur Panchayat.

| respectfully acknowledge the District Revenue Officer who has graced this event
with his presence, all the departmental officials seated on the stage, the general public
who have gathered here, and all the government officials who have participated; While
many have expressed their views on this stone quarry, | speak based on my
experience having served twice as the President of the Pogalur Panchayat, as a Union
Council Member, and as the Unioni Chairman; For the Pernampat Union, which
comprises 51 panchayats, construction materials including' gravel and stones were
being brought from Walajah, Arakkonam, and Vellore areas, from a distance of
approximately = 150 kilometers, which caused significant delays in essential
construction work; While there was no shortage of food and clothing, which are among
the basic needs of man, the unavailability of construction materials for shelter was a
major problem; Due to this, while previously construction materials had to be obtained
from a distance of 150 kilometers, now the necessary gravel and other materials are

available within a radius of two to ten kilometers around Pernampat within half an hour:
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This has changed the situation where previously one had to pay and wait for ten to

fifteen days.

As all the contractors who worked here have stated, construction work, whether
government projects or private construction, had been stalled for a long time in the
Pernampat area; The main reason why Pernampat Union lagged behind in this sector
among the 20 unions in the erstwhile undivided district was the lack of easy access to
necessary construction materials; | state that | am from this same area, and my land
is located at the foothills of that mountain; Although we belong to a farming family, |
kindly request that this quarry be established in a manner that does not cause any
harm to the general public living in that area, and that all shortcomings, including the
road-related problems mentioned by my sister, be rectified, keeping in mind the

welfare of the people, and with this, | conclude.
20. R. Suresh Babu, Paravakkal Village Panchayat President:

Although this quarry operation is benefiting the poor and middle-class people in
many ways, as expressed by our villagers, we request that appropriate instructions be
given to the quarry owner to ensure that speed limits for the lorries are enforced and
that environmental damage such as dust and pollution is prevented, and that the
operation is carried out in a regulated manner. Furthermore, while the amount payable
by the quarry and the related welfare fund amounts have not yet been fully disclosed,
they have now stated that they will provide Rs. 56 lakhs for the crematorium and village
development works. We kindly request that this amount be provided to us and the

works implemented as soon as possible, and with this, | conclude my statement.

21. Dileep Kumar, Pernampattu Village

While the supply of sand has been completely stopped in Pernampattu and the
surrounding areas for the past year, the public from all the villages including
Pernampattu, Ettikuppafn, Gudiyatham, Ethangallu, and Paravakkél are forced to
travel to this area daily for employmenf; approximately 300 people come here daily
and depend solely on working as foremen and construction laborers for their livelihood,
due to the unavailability of natural sand, about 300 families are currently relying on M-
sand for their sustenance; since the livelihoods of these families will be completely
affected if this M-sand is not available, it is absolutely necessary for this quarry

operation to continue to protect their daily lives; therefore, considering the welfare and



livelihood of the public, | kindly request that this quarry operation be permitted and

allowed to continue, and with this, Thank you.
22. Santhirasingkuppam Panchayat President

| am speaking as the President of the Santhirasingkuppam Panchayat; under t'he‘
Kalaignar Kanavu lllam Scheme, 25 houses have been prov‘ided in our panchayat.
Due to the proximity of a quarry, the necessary construction materials are easily
available to the poor people, enabling them to build houses. However, if the quarry
were far away, and construction materials had to be brought from areas like Tirupattur
district or Ranipet district, the question arises as to how the public would be able to
receive these benefits. Therefore, | conclude by stating my opinion that grahting a

quarry in the Pernampattu area would be highly beneficial to the public.
23. Arunkumar, Paravaikulam Village

As the lady mentioned, our primary demand is that speed control for lorries must
be strictly enforced. We have no objection to the quarry; on the contrary, having a
quarry nearby is essential because, with three quarries operating in this area, we get
quality construction materials at a lower cost compared to buying them from outside
the area. However, on the road from the substation to T.T. Medu, electricity poles are
installed on both sides, and high-tension (HT) power lines also run along this route.
Specifically, up to the Masupatti bend, HT power lines are present on both sides,
posing a risk of safety issues when lorries travel at high speeds. Therefore, our only
request is that controlling the speed of the lorries and widening the road would be
sufficient. Thank you and greetings. ‘ '

24. Guna, Alangkuppam Village

| work as a driver; du.e to this quarry operation, as they mentioned, ‘employment
opportunities are being created locally for foremen and drivers, which makes us very
happy; we have no problem with the existence of the quarry; on the contrary, | would
like to express my gratitude, stating that it is equally benefi.cial to us and the foremen,

and is supporting the livelihood of the local people.
25, Abraham

I 'am speaking after offering my humble greetings to the government officials;

looking at the currently operating quarry nearby, it is clear that employment



opportunities have increased in the Panambattu area, and if three more quarries are
permitted, employment opportunities will increase further; most of the foremen in our
area come from Panambattu to work; on days when there is no work, they have to go
to other villages, but if three additional quarries are granted here, a situation will arise
where there will be daily work; therefore, considering the welfare of the workers'

livelihoods, | humbly request the government to grant these three quarries.
26. Nesakumar, Kondamalli Village

In the many villages surrounding this quarry, there were numerous thatched houses
before: when construction materials like gravel and crushed stone were brought from
distant areas, the cost of materials and transportation was high, so those who wanted
to build houses had to bring materials from a distance of 40 kilometers, which made
building houses very difficult; but now, since the necessary construction materials are
available nearby, when someone converts a thatched house into a concrete building,
it inspires others in the vicinity to also want to build houses; it is also clear that over
the past five years, this union is transforming into a slum-free area and a developed
urban area. Therefore, in order to further encourage this development, | humbly
request the government officials to allocate additional quarries to these surrounding

areas and transform them into villages and towns free of slums.
27. Ramesh, Palur Forest Area Head

This quarry is a good project that will greatly benefit the poor and underprivileged
~ people at the grassroots level; previously, construction materials needed for building
houses and roads had to be brought from areas like Anaicut, Ranipet, Vaniyambadi,
and Tirupattur to the Pernampat area, which was a great hardship for the livelihood of
the poor; but now, due to the presence of this quarry in the Pernampat area, basic
construction materials including M-sand and gravel are readily available. The
materials arrive within two to three hours of placing an order; through this, not only do
the poor people get the opportunity to build houses, but the livelihood of construction
workers is also significantly improving through the operation of this quarry, because
the availability of M-sand nearby allows the workers to work continuously without
interruption; since the livelihood of the workers in the‘Pernampat area has been firmly

established both directly and indirectly through this quarry, | would like to state that



this quarry is 100% essential for the Pernampat area, and | thank you for giving me

the opportunity to speak and take my leave.
28. Dilli, Paravakkal Village

Greetings for everyone, | am from Paravakkal Panchayat; information about this
meeting was not conveyed to anyone in our panchayat. If a public hearing meeting is
held without the participation of the villagers, it raises the question of who will represent
their demands; therefore, | request that the opinions of the people of Paravakkal village

be heard first, and actions be taken in accordance with their welfare, and | thank you.

= The District Environmental Engineer requested a response from Global Mining
Solutions regarding this matter.
= Subsequently, the project consultant of Global Mining Solutions provided the

following response to him:

“We have distributed notices to the Paravakkal surrounding area;
announcements have been made to the public using loudspeakers in auto-
rickshaws, andv advertisements have been published in the Dinamalar and Indian
Express newspapers: the evidence for this, specifically copies of the newspapers
published on 22,11.2025 and photographs proving the distribution of notices, are

available to be officially submitted to those who require them”, She stated.
29. Venkafesan, Former Deputy President of Paravakkal Panchayat

Approximately 500 lorries are operated throughout the day; for this, this one-way
road should be expanded into a two-way road, and a schedule should be implemented
taking into account that each lorry operates for an entire day; measures should be
taken to compensate for the damage caused to crops in the area where the lorries
travel, especially the crops up to Gudiyatham:; additionally, the excessive use of
explosives in the quarry should be reduced: furthermore, students are facing
difficulties in commuting to and from school. | take my leave, requesting that the next

meeting be held in Paravakkal village. Thank you.
30. Jayaprakash, President of Emmikuppam Panchayat

We have been in power for the past four years: all the cement and construction

materials such as gravel, cement, and M-sand required for road and house
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construction works provided by the government are being supplied immediately;
besides this, there is no alternative, as sand is banned by the government, and theft
and criminal activities are rampant; therefore, if this quarry operates, all the people will
be able to build houses with basic amenities and improve their livelihoods; hence, this
quarry is very essential, and | request the authorities to fully assist in operating the

quarry safely. Thank you.
31. Resident of Paravakkal Panchayat

The notice was distributed by auto-rickshaw 15-10 days ago; | have come to this
meeting because of that notice. Drainage and road cleaning are all being carried out

properly. Thank you.
32. Daniel, Pallalakuppam Village

A house was allotted to my younger brother by the government five years ago.
However, the construction of that house could not be completed for the past three
years. The main reason for this is the unavailability of sand. If we try to buy sand, we
first have to talk to one trader; he refers us to another, then a broker, and then another
broker, and so on. Due to these multiple intermediaries, we end up having to pay up
to Rs. 12,000 for the sand, including transportation. According to government
regulations, a house is supposed to be completed within three to four months. But if
sand is available only after six months, how is it possible to build the house within that

timeframe? Because of this, many people are facing difficulties.

In the current situation, more than 500 houses have been allotted in this panchayat
under the 'Kalaignar Kanavu lilam' scheme. Most of these houses have been
completed within six months. This is because crushed stone and M-sand were readily
available as an alternative to sand. As a result, there were no problems in house
construction. Therefore, the only issue that needs attention here is the dust pollution
caused by lorry traffic. Currently, | am involved in house construction. Masons have
arrived for the concrete work at my sister's house. Even though three units of concrete
‘were prepared, it was not enough. If sand is not available at that time, how can the
work continue? But M-sand was available within half an hour of requesting it. In such
circumstances, this quarry is operating in a way that benefits the poor and middle-
class people. Therefore, for the welfare of the public, | humbly request that permission

be granted for this quarry. Thank you. Greetings.



33. Resident of Paravakkal Village

| have a few questions, and | hope you will answer them. Before that, a small point;
a friend here mentioned that he is from Paravakkal village. They replied that he has
been living here for two years. The quarry's operation started five years ago. The
impact is on the families who have grown up in this village since childhood. He can
speak as an individual: it wouldn't be right for him to speak specifically about my
village, but he can express his opinion, and there's nothing wrong with that. There's
also nothing wrong with what the gentleman said. Moreover, his wife is a government
official, so | think it wouldn't be appropriate for him to comment here. | have some
questions for Global Mining Company: You have conducted an impact assessment;
please specify how the local. water sources and their decibel levels are being
monitored. | request that you answer my questions cleérly, with specific location

details.

= The project consultant from Global Mining Solutions responded to the

person who spoke earlier, and their response was as follows:

“We have shown it in the presentation; ‘groundwater samples have been
collected from five locations, and surface water samples have been taken from two
locations, specifically from the Palar river. This was done within a 5-kilometer

radius”, She said.

He further stated: "According to the rules, any water body within a 5-kilometer
radius must be assessed. Given this, why have you specifically assessed only the

Palar River, which is 10 kilometers away? Please explain the reason for considering

only the Palar River and not including other water bodies within the 5-kilometer radius”’

= The project consultant's response to this is as follows:

“The Palar River is an important river. The water from all the surrounding water
bodies ultimately flows into the Palar River. That is why we are collecting and
analyéing upstream and downstream samples from that river. According to the
rules, if there is a river within a 5-kilometer radius, the necessary information and
samples will primarily be collected from that river. Only if there is no river within
that 5-kilometer radius will information.and samples be collected from other water

bodies such as tanks, streams, and lakes” She said.
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He further stated: You are explaining the Major Impact regarding the three stone
quarries located in the Paravakkal area. But what | am specifically asking about here
are the Minor Impact issues. No detailed explahation has been provided regarding the
impacts on the local area very close to the quarry, specifically within a one-kilometer
radius. | am also aware that this public hearing is being conducted, according to the
rules, to obtain opinions from villages within a 10-kilornetér radius of the project site.
But | am from Paravakkal village. As the first village to be affected by the quarry site,
we live within a one-kilometer distance. Therefore, please do not give general
explanations about areas 10 kilometers away. You should answer specifically about

the immediate impacts directly related to Paravakkal village.
Specifically, we request that you clearly provide the following details:

1 What are the local water bodies in the Paravakal area? What are their upstream

and downstream areas? What is the source of water for these water bodies?

2. What are the minor impacts on these water bodies due to the quarrying
operations? At which locations (Monitoring Points) did you take measurements to
assess these impacts? What are the data and results obtained based on these

measurements?

Our request is that you explain these details clearly and transparently in a way that

the people of Paravakal village can understand.
» The project consultant's response to this is as follows:

“Necessary water sample collection regarding groundwater in Paravakal village
has been carried out, and the corresponding GPS readings have been duly
recorded. If the survey number details of the sample collection locations are

required, we are ready to provide them at the appropriate time” She said.

The man from Paravakkal village, who refused to accept this, asked, We will
wait for another twenty minutes; please tell us which specific survey numbers you have
investigated. We can only express our opinion now; how can this meeting be

conducted without providing this information? He said.

= The project consultant's response to this is as follows:



“According to the existing regulations, water samples are permitted to be
collected only within a 10-kilometer radius around the project area. Accordingly,
immediate sampling has been carried out. A total of 7 samples have been
collected. Of these, one location has been classified as an immediate impact
area, two locations as primary impact zones, and thrée locations as pbst-
impact/after-impact zones. Based on these classifications, the study locations
have been selected following the relevant regulations. The relevant survey
number details are not currently available; however, GPS coordinate details for

~all study locations are currently available” She explained.

He further asked, Now, you are dividing the impact areas into three c'ategories:
primary, secondary, and so on, aren't you? What is the radius of the primary impact

area?
= ‘"ltis located within one kilometer," the project consultant replied.
He also asked, "Which village is located within one kilometer?"
= The project consultant's response to this is as follows:

“That is, Paravakkal village is located at a distance of approximately 630
meters. It is in that location that we have selected a study site and conducted four

environmental measurements: air, water, soil, and noise”. She explained.

Further he asked, “Since this is the primary impact area, your ehtire report should
have been centered on what is happening in these primary impact areas. We have no
direct connection to the Palar River; none of the water bodies in our area flow into the
Palar River via the downstream. In this situation, the inclusion of downstream—related
information based on the Palar River in the report seems incorrect. Therefore, you
must answer the question | am asking now clearly. What is the actual impact on the

upstream and downstream areas of Paravakkal? And what is the impact on the

groundwater level and groundwater quality in that area? You must explain this clearly”,

= The project consultant's response to this is as follows:

‘In that area, the groundwater level is at a depth of 64 to 67 meters from the
ground level. Since the quarrying operations are planned to extract minerals above

the ground level, there will be no impact on the groundwater level”, She said.
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To what depth have you submitted the proposal? He asked.
= The project consultant's response to this is as follows:

“The maximum elevation in the project area is only 41 to 51 meters from the
ground level. At the same time, the groundwater level in that area has been
recorded at a depth of approximately 64 centimeters from the ground level” She

replied.
“Now, what is the elevation of the 208 government wasteland hilitop?" He asked.

= "ltis located at an altitude of 470 meters above sea level,” the project consuitant

replied.
“Tell me, how many feet above our village level is the mountain peak?” he asked.
= The project consultant's response to this is as follows:

“According to the regulations, we always calculate the height from sea level”,
She said.

He further asked, “The sea level elevation is taken for weather purposes. Even if
you build a house in Kodaikanal or Paravakottai, the height is only 10 feet, 20 feet, or
30 feet, but what is the height of the mountain? You say our mountain is at 160 meters,

the apex, right? How far is the quarry going to operate now?”

= “The quarry will operate from 51 meters above sea level” the project consultant

replied.

He asked, "Upon reviewing the scanned photograph attached to the documents
you have submitted, it does not clearly show the core area of the project site;
specifically, it appears that the apex placement in the 2.03.00 hectare quarry site has
not been done in the central area, but rather in the boundary areas. Therefore, the

main doubt here is whether the 51-meter depth mentioned in the project will reach the

ground level or not ?"
= Sir, It will not reach the ground level”, the project consultant replied.
He further asked, “Now, did the existing quarry reach the ground level or not?"

We will examine and verify this and then provide the necessary information, the

project consultant replied.



“This is a public hearing meeting; who will you go to and tell your concerns after? |

have a few more questions, and | will state my final point before concluding” He said.

* The District Revenue Officer responded to this, and his replies are as

follows:

Everyone, please be seated quietly; you have already registered your'opinions,
You can now submlt your requests and opinions in writing through the proper
channels. Since this is a public hearing meeting, the purpose of this meeting is not
to dlscuss technical details in depth. The discussion currently is regarding the
proposal on whether a new quarry permit should be granted; complaints or

discussions about already operating quarries should not be raised in this meeting”.

He finally said, “Sir, every project has both advantages and disadvantages. The
purpose of this public hearing meeting is to explain the potential problems and
negative impacts that may arise in the future, even at the stage when the project
proposal is submitted. Next, the explanation regarding the CSR/CER funds from the
three quarries going to only one specific panchayat has already been given. Only five
people have spoken on behalf of our village. In this situation, if the public who speak
in support of the quarry's benefits have truly accepted it completely, the question
naturally arises as to why they haven't demanded that a quarry be established in their

own panchayats as well”,
34. Janarthanan

| request everyone to remain calm. He is only registering his opinion here. He has
raised a question regarding determining the height based on sea level. Calculating
height based on sea level is a standard technical procedure. In that sense, the
question he raised is valid. However, the point to be clarified here is that the question
was asked in a slightly different context, not directly related to the subject of this

meeting.

The height of the mountain in this area, its characteristics, and the mining project
have all been surveyed by the Geology Department and prepared based on proper
studies. Therefore, it is not wrdng for him to raise questions; at the same time, there
is no need for everyone to create an uproar. Furthermore, he continuously refers only

to the "Paravakkal” village. In reality, although this area falls within the boundaries of
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Paravakkal village, approximately 75 percent of the surrounding landscape belongs to
the Pogalur Panchayat. Therefore, this mountainous region is largely under the
administrative control of the Pogalur Panchayat. Areas under the Sembedu Panchayat

are also located in its vicinity.

However, the revenue and financial allocation for this project, which is being carried
out through a tender process by the government, are structured to benefit only the
Paravakkal Panchayat. As a result, the Pogalur and Sembedu Panchayats do not
receive any direct financial benefit. The key point here is that although several
panchayats are affected, dnly the Paravakkal Panchayat benefits. The reason for the

disagreement is that he does not clearly understand this procedure.

Moreover, when it rains in the mountainous regions, the runoff naturally flows
towards the Palar River. That is why water resource studies are conducted based on
the Palar River. He is raising questions from the perspective that "water will only come
into the wells if there is water flowing in the stream." However, in practice, the
groundwater cycle is much more complex. The presence of water in wells and the

replenishment of groundwater occur based on various natural factors.

All these studies have been conducted in accordance with the regulations and
technical guidelines. This doubt arises because he does not fully understand these
technical matters. However, it is a well-known fact that if there is any water body within
a 10-kilometer radius, the entire area will have groundwater connectivity.
Understanding this, | request everyone to cooperate so that this publlic hearing

meeting proceeds peacefully and orderly.
35. Resident of Pogalur Panchayat

| would like to thank once again the government officials who have attended, and |
would like to clarify the points mentioned by Mr, Janarthanan. The hill being discussed
is commonly known as Pogalur Hill. This hill is located around areas like Melpatti,
Emmikuppam, and Chendathur. Similarly, there is also the Paravakkal Hill. However,
this hill is entirely located in the Kidangurampuram area, which falls under the Pogalur
Panchayat. | own about 100 acres of land in that area. The water flowing from this hilly
region is the source of our agriculture and the livelihood of the surrounding villages. |
am speaking as a farmer and an affected person. | want to reiterate that if the people

of this region, not only in Pogalur Panchayat but also the farmers, laborers, and



construction workers in the surrounding areas including Paravakkal Panchayat, are
able to sustain their livelihoods today, it is partly due to the quarrying activities,
Previously, construction materials had to be brought from aréas like Walajah, which is
150 to 200 kilometers away, and there was a situation where we had to wait for weeks
even to construct a small cement road. But now, the necessary materials are available
within an hour from the surrounding panchayats of Pernampat. Even though it is an
affected village, the truth that everyone present here will agree upon is that the
amounts determined through government tenders are paid monthly, and a significant
portion of that amount goes to the Paravakkal Panchayat. These quarry companies
are paying crores of rupees to the government and the local panchayat. However, the
people’s grievance is that the benefits of these funds are not fully reaching villages like
Paravakkal, Sembedu, and Melalangkuppam. At the same time, we cannot deny the
existence of problems such as traffic congestion and dust poliution. Therefore, the
roads should be widened through the Highways 'Departmént and the Union
administration, and the roads should be properly cleaned by the quarry management.
On behalf of all the people gathered here, | humbly request that the government take
action to allow these quarry operations to continue with the necessary controls and

improvements, and with that, | conclude my speech. Thank you.

36. Pogalur Panchayat President

Greetings to all. | am the President of the Pogalur Panchayat. From the perspective

of impact, the entire area where these quarries are located falls within the Pogalur

Panchayat; the impact is also specific to my panchayat. However, the three quarries
currently in operation are functioning properly, adhering to the regulations, without
causing any major damage. If any minor damage occurs, the concerned authorities
immediately come, inspect, and rectify it; the operations continue without any
disruption. Furthermore, 67 Kalaignar Kanavu lllam have been built in my panchayat;
the fact that there is not even a single thatched-roof house in Pogalur Panchayat today
is mainly due to the easy availability of construction materials such as sand, gravel,
cement, and M-sand from these three quarries. Even when the local people do not

have advance payment, materials are supplied on credit through local shops and
| known traders; this is a faéility that cannot be obtained from quarries located in distant
areas. These benefits are available not only to the Pogalur Panchayat but also to the

people of surrounding areas, including Sembedu and Pernampat. Therefore,
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considering the welfare of the public, construction needs, and local livelihoods, |
humbly request the government to make the necessary arrangements for these

quarries to continue their operations.
District Environmental Engineer.

The public has expressed their views regarding this mining project. The
proceedings of this public hearing, along with the records prepared in both Tamil and
English, and the video recording of this meeting, will be sent to the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) through the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board. Based on this, the decision regarding the‘granting of environmental
clearance will be within the purview of that authority. On behalf of the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Boérd, He extended his heartfelt thanks and greetings to the
Honourable District Revenue Officer who presided over and conducted this meeting,
and to all the membefs of the public who participated and registered their views. With

this, the public hearing concluded successfully.

istrict Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board , Vellore District
Vellore '
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