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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH
STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY OF THIRU V.SARAVANAN ROUGH STONE AND
GRAVEL QUARRY OVER AN EXTENT OF 1.84.0 HA AT S.F NO. 171/2 PART, 176/2,
IDAYARPALAYAM VILLAGE, SULUR TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT ON 17.06.2025
AT _12.00 NOON AT M/S SUYA UTHAVI KULU KOOTAMAIPPU BUILDING,
PACHAPALAYAM PANCHAYAT, PERIYAKULI, SULTHANPET PANCHAYAT UNIOiN,
COIMBATORE DISTRICT.

Name of the Project:
Proposed Rbugh Stone and Gravel Quarry of Thiru.V.SARAVANAN ROUGH STONE AND

.GRAVEL QUARRY over an extent of 1.84.0 Ha at S.F No. 171/2 Part, 176/2, |dayarpalayam
Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District '

Present:

1. Thiru.R.Palanikumar : Senior Regional Manager/
District Revenue Officer,
Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation
Coimbatore District.

2. | Dr.C.R.Sathish Kumar , District Environmental Engineer

| Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

3. Thiru.S.Senthil Kumar : Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South.

4, Thiru.J Sathesh , : Assistant Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

5. Thiru.Sheik Nawas : EIA Consultant
M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining

Solutions, Salem

6. Public | : 44 Nos (List enclosed as Annexure)




| ;
‘ The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
| ‘

Cbimbatore South welcomed the District Revenue Officer/Senior Regional Manager,

Tamllnadu Civil Supplies Corporation, Coimbatore District all general public and project
proponents who are attending the public hearing for the Proposed Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry of Thiru.V.SARAVANAN ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY over an
eXtent of 1.84.0 Ha at S.F No. 171/2 Part, 176/2, |dayarpalayam Village, Sulur Taluk,
Cplmbatore District. It is required to get Environmental Clearance (EC) from the Ministry
of: Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF &CC), Government of India for
cei:rtain projects including quarry after conducting Public Hearing. He added that the press
reilease informing the conducting of Public Hearing was published in “Dinamalar” and
“Indian Express” dated 14.05.2025 and also pointed out the EIA report and Executive
sdmmary are made available for public reference at respective Offices and informed that
th;e project consultant on behalf of project proponent would make a presentation on the
prfoposed project, after which the public can express their views.

i The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Cplmbatore South also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public and
pr%esentatlon by the project proponent will be recorded through wdeography/Audlo, and
thfe same will be sent to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority of
Tamilnadu.

District Revenue Officer/Senior Regional Manager, Tamilnadu Civil Supplies
Corporation, Coimbatore District has initiated the Public Hearing process and requested
thé project consultant to explain about their proposed project through power point
presentatlon and requested the public to register the Public views related to
EnVIronment

| Thereafter, Thiru.M.Shaik Nawas, EIA Consultant, M/s Geo Exploration and
Mining Solutions, Salem, Tamilnadu of the proposed project has made presentation
about the proposed project to the public along with Environmental Management Plan.

Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control

Board Coimbatore South has invited the public to express their views and comments
about the proposed Project.
The views and suggestions of the public are detailed below:

1. Thiru A.Vijayakumar, Periyakuyili:

My name is Vijayakumar. | live in Periyakuyili. This quarrying business has been
gomg on in this village for more than 40 years. Our livelihood has lmproved due to this

quarry business. | humbly request that we have no objection for granting the license to this

quarry.



2. Thiru. Karuppusamy, Idayarpalayam:'
My name is Karuppusamy. | humbly inform you that | have no objection for granting

the license to Saravanan Quarry.
3. Thiru. K S Thirugnanasambandham, Chief Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Noyyal Farmers

Protection Association :
On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Noyyal Farmers Protection Association, | would like to

express my sincere gratitude and greetings to the Honourable District Revenue Officer and

District Environmental Engineer as well as to the farmers and quarry owners and all others
who are attending this public hearing meeting. My name is K.S.Thirugnanasampandhan.
The Saravanan quarry should be carried out without doing environmental damage. The
basic livelihood of all living beings in the society should not be affected, there should be no
impact on the livelihood of the public, and -the minor minerals regulations should be in
accordance with the law. The Geology & Mining Department officials and District authorities
should carefully observe whether all the criteria are in accordance with the legal regulations,
not only that, but also whether there are water streams, whether there is anything in the
vicinity of the quarry that can affect the natural environment, the criteria, the minor mineral
regulations and the SEIAA regulations should be clearly followed. If it is contrary to this, it is
complétély unacceptable, what are the laws, in this country everything is in accordance with
the laws and regulations and our political system is functioning, today due to various
mistakes happening in the environment today, it is because of the fact that minerals are
being extracted from our Tamil Nadu to Kerala, there is no situation where there is a
sufficient shortage for the people of our Tamil Nadu. In such a situation, if the minerals in our
area and in our Coimbatore district are distributed to five districts, if they are done in
accordance with the laws and regulations. Leaving aside that, their natural resources are
protected inv Kerala, they live by bréathing good air arnd drinking good water, and yet,
because of wrongdoings that took place there, a huge landslide and earthquake occurred.
All this why it is mentioned here is Coimbatore district is classified in sixth place in the places
where the disaster/earth quake will take place. Considering all this, Tamil Nadu Noyyal
Farmers' Protection Association is clearly expressing our views in such a public hearing
today. Today, the livelihood of the people living nearby is being affected by the mining of
these minerals contrary to various laws, the livelihood of living beings is being affected, all
this should be stopped. If it is within the scope of the laws, you can do it, we are not
interfering in it. But nothing should be done in violation of the laws. This is our principle. The
reason is that streams and the natural environment are being affected, all the water bodies
that are being affected. Especially the Noyyal River, which originates from the Coimbatore
district, which is near to us, has been affected to a great extent. All these streams here come
from the slopes and flow into the Noyyal River. When its area is affected by quarry, the
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natural environment is- affected. Today, all those streams are receiving a huge amount of
polluted water. That is what is being affected to a great extent today. In that situation, our

aim is that the quarrying should be carried out within the laws and regulations. There are two

or three houses in the southeast of this quarry in S.F number 168. There are four houses in
S. F numbers 178 168, 176. Not only that, if you look at the FMB, there is a plot and in the A-
register 88/A, 86/A there are houses all this are within a radius of 300 meters from this
quarry. This is against the minor minerals concession rules and no permission can be given
based on this legal regulations. Not only that, there are five six houses in the north. In the
S.F No. 172 there is a house at 92 meters to the north and 162 meters to the north of this
quarry. They same is also reflected in the Google Maps. Such things are not in the EIA
report. Not only that, but there is a stream. This is our first reason. If we block all these
streams and use them for the use of the quarry, there will be a huge impact. When these
wéter bodies are affected, there will be a huge impact on the natural environment. So this
should be taken into account. There is a similar impact within a radius of 200 meters. There
is no 50-meter gap given to the stream. The respected Environmental Engineer should take
this into account. There‘is a pond. Green belt has not been provided in the quarry which was
already in operation there. No tree saplings have been planted. Not only that our roads are
uhsafe and damaged due to transportation of 85 tons in the trucks. Even then, we are forced
to a situation where we use our mineral resources excessively. We misuse them in a
situation where they are forced to use them violating the law. | would also like to point out
that this is a wrong. In addition, the government should consider the import of sand from
abroad. You should also take this into consideration. Since there is a large scale mining
happening in our Tamilnadu, our natural environment is being affected. Various plans have
already been evaluated for the import of river sand from abroad and distribute to our people
at a very low price. You should bring this to the attention of the government to implement the
import of River sand immediately. Moreover due to excessive mining, there is huge pollution
and environment is being affected. Therefore, taking all this into consideration, a situation
will soon come where the government will accept and run all the quarries that are in
operation by violating the laws. You should also recommend this to the respected State
Environmental Impact Assessment Committee. Not only that, this quarry should not be
contrary to the rules and regulations. | would like to thank you for giving this opportunity and
say that all the documents that Thiru Mugilan going to mention should be taken as legal
documents and taking into account as they are within the law. Thank you.

4. Thiru.Mugilan:

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement, | extend my greetings and
best wishes to the Chairman of the Public Hearing Meeting of the Saravanan Quarry in Sulur
Taluk, Idaiarpalayam Village jointly organized by the Coimbatore District Administration and
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the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Coimbatore South. Our esteemed District Revenue
Officer, the District Environmental Engineer, and all the officials from various departments
who are conducting this meeting, as well as the various farmers organizations, social welfare
organizations, people's welfare organizations, quarry owners, and the public brought here by
the quarry owners. My name is Mugilan. | am the Coordinator of the Tamil Nadu
Environmental Protection Movement. The basic rule for setting up this quarry is the Minor
Mineral Concession Rulés, 1959. This is the criteria for the quarry. This quarry is not a new
quarry, it was already in operation. But even though it was already in operation, if we look
into the documents if there are any houses within a radius of 300 meters around this quarry.
The project consultant has stated that there are no houses within a radius of 300 meters. Not
only that, the respe‘ctedA Village Administrative Officer has given a certificate on 29.01.2024
and the same is attached in the page number 103/A, in that certificate, it is mentioned that

‘there are no residential areas within a radius of 300 meters. If we look at the Government

documents, there are two houses in S.F humber 178 on page number 88/A of the EIA report.
They have said that there are two houses in the A-register. Not only that, in the EIA report,
on page number 86/A, they have shown that there is a house. They themselves Have shown
that there are so many houses within a radius of 300 meters on page number 97 A of plate
number 1B. Apart from this, in the FMB, in survey number 168, there is house at 175 meters
in the southeast part of the quarry in S.F No 168 is shown. In S.F number 178 there are two
houses at 75 meters and 125 meters. In the S.F number 176, in the northern part of the
quarry, one house is shown at 175 meters and three plots are shown at 150 meters, 160
meters, and 220 meters. All this are available in the revenue record. The Government
documents such as the A-register and the field map shows that there are houses near this
quarry. Since the village rhap is not complete, it is not mentioned. It is clearly shown that the
houses are shown. The Village Administrative Officer has also signed in that document. But
the Village Administrative Officer himself says that there is no house within 300 meters
radius of this quarry. He himself signs the A-register and when giving the NOC certificate, it
is mentioned as no houses within 300 m radius. This not only a fraudulent document that the
house is not there, but the Revenue Department has clearly mentioned the houses in it. In
records such as the UDR Map, FMB Map and A-register if it is shown as houses, it means
that it is the house even if it collapsed, damaged, or even demolished, it is considered only
as an house. Therefore, the houses shown in their revenue records are five houses and
three house plots, sb permission cannot be given to this quarry according to the law.
Similarly, there are many temporary houses. Therefore, there should be no temporary
residence, permanent r‘eéidence, or worker residence. But in the Power Point presentation
they have given, they have shown almost 30 houses around the quarry. When we look into

Google maps, based on the latitude and longitude in the Google image, when viewed from
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the outer edge of the quarry, there is a house at 172 meters and 99 meters to the north of
the quarry. There is a house at 162 meters and 113 meters to the north-west. There is an
Angalaman temple at 183 meters. Not only that, there are houses at 131 meters, 279
meters, 246 meters, and 264 meters to the west. There is a house at 144 meters to the
north-east. There is a house at 196 meters to the south-east. There is a house at 252 meters
and 259 meters to the south-west. Google images show that there are so many houses
based on latitude and longitude. Permission cannot be given to a quarry even if there is only
one house. But almost more than 20 houses, temporary and permanent residences have
been shown in the documents. Therefore, permission cannot be given to this quarry on legal
grounds. Next, regarding the stream, in the Revenue Department Status Document Order
26, Section 15, these are referred to as geological paths and geological canals, although
they are on leased land, they belong to the government. The Minor Mineral Concession
Rules clearly state that a distance of 50 meters should be left for that stream. Based on that,
on page 4 of the environmental assessment report and EIA report, they have said that this }
stream has a 50-meter protection zone in the southern part. On the field map, the stream
flows in S.F number 171/2. There is only 59 meters of space in the western outskirts of the
S.F no where the stream is flowing. Out of 59 meters, the stream flows 10 meters from the .
lower end. Not only that, permission has been given to the quarry at 20.4 meters from the
top. Regarding this stream, there is only 25 meters gap is available instead of 50 metres. But
the project consultant has said that this quarry is operating with a distance of 50 meters. This
is a legally fabricated and fraudulent document. Not only that, there is a pond in the south
eastern part of S.F no 164 of this quarry. The stream passing through S.F number 171 also
goes there. The rule also says that a safe distance of 500 meters should be left if there are
water reservoirs like Enthal, Kanmai, Kulam, Aeri, Dams, check dams, etc.., within 500
meters of the quarry. But the quarry is just 200 meters away from this pond in S.F number
164. Therefore, permission cannot and should not be given to this quarry according to the
law. On page number 5 of the Tamil EIA report, it is said that 80 tons of rough stone will be
mined daily and it will be transported in 7 trucks, i.e. 33 tons (12 m3). According to the law,
only 10 tons can be allowed to transport in village roads. But they are transporting 33 tons
illegally. Therefore, even though they have already obtained permission for the mining plan,
it is illegal, so it is not valid in court or legally. If this project has already been given
permission also it is not legally valid. Therefore, permission should not be given to this
~quarry. Moreover, the friend who spoke before me said that there is a plan to plant 5000
trees here. We welcome that. If all 100 quarries in this area plant 1000 trees, the nature of
environment in this area will change. This quarry is operating until 2023. Now they have
come to renew it. On page no. 5 of the Tamil summary report, they say that not a single tree
has been planted so far. They say that from now on, they will plant it in 35 hectares. What
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happened to this promise when it was already there? The government takes people's money
and planting crores of trees in the society. The quarry owners are mining the minerals which
are public property. Even though the quarry owners own the land, they own only 6 feet below
the ground and everything below that is the Government property. They are taking the
Government property and leasing it out for mining. There are not quarry owner just a quarry
lessee. What happened to the green belt? Everything below 6 feet is Government property.
But they did not plant trees. Due to this, the environment of this area has been affected.
There has been a landslide. There is already a history of earthquakes in the Madukkarai
area. Not only that, but out of the 6 districts in Tamil Nadu that ISRO has studied, 147 places
in India, and our Coimbatore district has been included in the 6 districts where landslides like
Wayanad are likely to occur. These are all fundamental things and quarry owners are not
doing this. The reality is that this quarry has not been operating legally. If you write sugar on
paper, it will not give you the taste of sugar. We also inform you that if you say you are doing
it legally and do not do it, it is against the law.. Air pollution has occurred because they did
not plant trees and today even a child has diabetes and as a result infertility has occurred.
CBSE, Newdelhi had issued an order on May 15 to screen children for diabetes in all CBSE
schools. We want jobs but not by destroying our future. It is only when businesses are done
illegally there are so many problems arises. Out of the 30, 40 trucks we saw on the way, not
even a single truck was carrying the minerals covered it with tarpaulin. It will cause pollution
to the public here. Air pollution is occurring in all forms. Therefore, we are demanding that
action should be taken against it. The Engineers Association in this area has already
protested that the governfnent should take over all the quarries. We have been saying this
from the beginning. In the DMK government's election manifesto 200th point, it has been
said that the government will take over all the quarries. We are also conveying this to
Government through this meeting. We are also conveying this to this Government, just like
the Government takes over TASMAC. When the quarries are taken over by the government,
which will ensure the safety of millions of people and will bring millions of crores of rupees to
the Government's treasury. Not only agricultural associations like us, but also environmental
organizations and the Engineers Association are fighting for this demand. Next, we are
demanding that neither river sand nor artificial M-Sand be mined here. Rough stones should
be mined only for the foundation of our buildings and for the construction of roads. We are
not only requesting to import natural river sand from abroad. The Tamilnadu Government
issued a G.O for this in 2017 after getting feedback from people like us. Five G.O’s were
issued after the DMK gaverhment took office in year 2021, for importing 5 lakh metric tons
per month. We say that Tamil Nadu's sand requirement is 21,000 lorry loads per day and
Southeast Asian countries like Malaysia and Indonesia, which are frequently affected by
earthquakes and require river sand to be extracted. They are asking to take the sand from
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their rivers for free. We should bring that sand and use it. Not only agricultu‘ral associations
like us, but also environmental organizations and engineers associations are supporting for
this demand. But Engineers allege that 50% of waste dust is mixed in the M-sand provided
here. Therefore, quality natural river sand should be imported. We are demanding that the
houses built here should be of good quality and withstand for 80 years. A public hearing
meeting is being held for this quarry. A quarry has been mined on the eastern outskirts of
this quarry without any permission. It is illegal. If there was already a quarry, quarry work
should be done leaving a gap of 10 meters. This quarry does not exist within a radius of 500
meters. Minerals worth crores have been illegally minéd near this quarry. Appropriate action
should be taken against this. Where did they get the illegal explosives for the illegally mining
of minerals? From whom did they get this illegally? They should find out and fine them for
excessive mining and impose a fine under Section 379 of the IPC. Also a theft case should
be registered. Also a case should be filled under the Explosives Act. Permission should not
be given to this quarry, since there are more than 5 government documents showing that
there are houses and plots within a 300-meter radius of the Saravanan quarry, as shown in
government documents such as Field maps and A-Registers. There are more than 30
temporary and permanent workers' settlements within a 300-meter radius, there is only 25
meters distance instead of 50 meters to the stream that can be accessed in S.F number
17172, there is only 200 meters distance instead of 500 meters to the water body located in
S.F number 164. Green belt was not properly developed and minerals were illegally mined
on the adjacent land before the quarry started its operations permission should not be given
to this quarry and that if it is given, it will be illegal. The Village Administfative Officer of this
village, who qualified through the prestigious TNPSC Examination and the Village
Administrative Officer who worked in January 2024 has given false/forged documents. i.e.
Documents stating that there are no houses within a radius of 300 meters. We request that
take legal action against him for issuing fake documents. For this, he should not only be
transferred but also dismissed from the services. Action is being taken against four Village
Administrative Officers in the Namakkal District. If you do not take action, we will go to court
and take action against the Village Administrative Officer who gave these false documents.
We also informed that the Saravanan quarry is legally unfit to operate. This quarry is in
violation of all Legal Regulations, Government Regulations, Minor Minerals Rules, Electricity
Rules and various Court Orders. | thank you for giving this opportunity. Greetings.
5.Thiru.Vivek. Bogampatti :

My land is next to Saravanan quarry. We have no objection for giving license to the

quarry. There are no issues. So you can give license to the quarry.



6.Thiru. Balaquru : ,
My name is Balaguru. | am living next to Saravanan Quarry. My land is next to

Saravanan Quarry. | don’t have objection for giving license to quarry rough stone.

7. Thiru.Kishore, Idayarpalayam :

My land is next to the quarry. We have no objection for giving license to the quarry.

8. Thiru. Kavi Anand, Idayarpalayam :

My name is Kavi Anand. | am coming from Idayarpalayam. | have no objection for
giving a license to Saravanan Quarry.
9. Thiru. Kiran Karthik, Idayarpalayam:

My name is Kiran Karthik. | am living in Idayarpalayam. | am working next to
Saravanan's quarry. | have no objection for giving the license for the quarry. By giving
permission for the quarry, we will get employment opportunities. It will be like giving
employment opportunities to the workers who are dependent on the quarry and crusher in
and around this. So | have no objection for giving him permission. Thank you

10. Thiru.Marimuthu Bogampatti:

\ My name is Marimuthu. | am coming from Bogampatti. | haVe no objection for
grantingy permission for the Saravanan quarry.
11. Thiru. Manikkaraj Bogampatti:
My name is Manikkaraj. Our land is next to Mr.Saravanan's house and we have no
objection for giving license to him.
12. Thiru.Manikandan Ponnangani:
My name is Manikandan. Our land is right next to Saravanan quarry. When he was

carrying out mining before, we did not face any issues. He did everything according to the
Government rules. We did not face any issues like dust and smoke. Even when license was
granted again, he will behave in the same way and will not cause any issues to those nearby
public. Therefore, we don’t have objection for giving him a license.

13. Thiru.Nagaraj Idayarpalayam:

There is no objection for granting a license to Saravanan ldayarpalayam stone

quarry.
14. Thiru.Vasudevan Ponnangani:

My name is Vasudevan. | have no objection for granting permission to Saravanan

quarry.

District Environmental Engineer:
All those peoples who gave their names have been read. Anyone else who would like to

record their views can register now by mentioning their name and town.



15. Thiru. Inbasekaran: .

My name is Inbasekaran. | am an NGO. My hometown is Arakkonam. | am very
happy to say that despite the minor issues caused by this rough stone quarry, it will lead to a
large-scale industrial development and employment opportunities for the people living in and

around this town and many other developments. Thank you.
District Environmental Engineer: Is anyone else want to record their views?

16. Thiru.Udayakumar:

My name is Udayakumar. | am from Idayarpalayam. We are right next to Saravanan
quarry. We are operating the quarry after obtaining proper permission from various
departments. Not only that, we are also planting a lot of saplings and maintaining it properly.
We welcome this quarry as it will create a lot of employment opportunities and will provide a

solution for the shortage of mineral resources. | humbly request you to grant license for this

quarry.

District Environmental Engineer:

Since everyone has record their views, we can conclude this public hearing meeting.
At the end of the meeting, the District Environmental Engineer, thanked the District Revenue
Officer for presiding over this meeting and all the public, police and friends who registered
their views on behalf of the District Administration and TNPCB.

Total nos of petitions received: 1 (One)

List of public attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs and

CD/pendrive recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing are enclosed

herewith.
W‘%‘
Q¥ \
District Environmental Engineer, Senior Regional Manager/
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, District Revenue Officer
,;/\,‘,;-Coimbatore South Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation
o Coimbatore District
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