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Minutes of Public Hearing held on 21.08.2024 at 10:00 A.M. in Drp Sivanthi
Athithanar Thirumana Mandapam, Madurai Road, Sankar Naqar, Tii‘unalveli Taluk

Tirunelveli District with respect to the proposed project of Thiru. Mohammaed
Saleem Badhusha Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry over an extent of 1.95.0 Ha in

S.F. No.B12(Part) of Naranammalpuram Part-| Village, Tirunelveli Taluk, Tirunelveli
District. ‘

Details of participants in this meeting
Thiru. S.Kanna Karuppiah - Revenue Divisional Officer.

Tirunelveli, Tirunelveli District.

Tmt. S.V. Kalaivani - District Environmental Ehgineer (FAC),

TNPC Board, Tiruneveli,

Public and Government Officials - Details are attached (Annexure-1)

The public hearing under EIA Notification, 2006 for the proposed project of Thiru.
Mohammed Saleem Badhusha Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry over an extent of 1.95.0
Ha in S.F. No.812(Part) of Naranammalpuram Part-| Village, Tirunelveli Taluk, Tirunelveli
District was conducted at Dr.P.Sivanthi Athithanar Thirumana Mandapam, Madurai Road,
Sankar Nagai‘. Tirunelveli Taluk, Tirunelveli District on 21.08.2024 at 10.00 A.M.

District Environmental Engineer (FAC), Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tirunelveli welcomed the Revenue Divisioﬁal Officer, Tirunelveli, Government officials,
members of the public, and ‘industry representatives who have attended t.he Public
Heéring. She infdrmed that the arrangements for the public hearing had been done as
per the guidélines issued under EIA Notification 2006. She also stated that the views,
suggestions and queries of the public will be recorded through videography and the same
will be sent to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Tamil Nadu,

Then the Environmental consultant of the proposed project has made detailed
preséntation on the project of Thiru. Mohammed Saleesm Badhusha Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry to the Public along with Environmental Management plan by Power Point
Presentation at that time public refused to accept the detalls providing the gnvironmental
consultant. They yelled at the authorities and asked Government officlals to the explain
the project. That they would only accept the explanations if the Government officlals gave
them. As per the Instructions of Revenue Divislonal Officer, Tirunelvell and the District
Environmental Engineer (FAC) the Assistant Engineer, Olo, TNPCB, Tirunelveli has read
the presentation to the public which was prepared by the company's projgct
Environmental consultant. ’




Then, the District Environmental Engineer (FAC), has requested the public to

express their views on the project orally or in writing and also informed that the public
views are recorded and will be sent to the government.

Subsequently, the public has started express

ing their views with respect to the
project as follows. » o RS

1. Mr. Balaji, Thathanoothu Village:-

We are giving petition for this quarry from 2022. We have also told the quarry
owner not to operate the quarry near the town. Everyone has given permission for this

quarry. The quarry owner has arrived. Village Administrative Officer (AVO), Revenue
Inspector (RI), Thaliyari, Assistant Director, Geology and Mines none of them came. Call
them all forward also Tahsildar to come. We have already filed a petition in the District
Collector Office. There is no response to that petition till date, the government takes a
decision in favor of the quarry owner. We have not received any response so far. It seems

like you are conducting a poll in their favor of quarry. He said that you should not have
held this meeting. -

2. Mr. Maharajan, Thathanoothu Village:-

You are holding a public hearing meeting for Mohammad Salim Badusha Quarry,
why not a poll meeting for Sheikh Sagib Quarry? Dear officials, | am telling the general
public that our town is very troubled by this. Dué to the blasting of the existing quarry, the
house is shaking and the underground water ié drying up. Please underétand, itis
possible to come tb your town and run a quarry? | don't want to antagonize you. Please
leave with peace of mind if you have come unnecessarily. | know that you are not going
to come and work there, only ten people work there. Three peoples for catch pit, 2 peoples
for hitachi operator, 2 peoples for JCB operator, and 2 peoples for Lorry driver totally 11
peoples are employed. | am also working in the quarry but your coming is very wrong. It's
like you came from the next town over to destroy a another town. Please make up your
mind; please leave. Call the officials, we don't need the quarry, keep it on another side.

3. Mr. Velmurugan, Thathanoothu Village:-

There are more than 300 families in our Thathanoothu village.vA\l 300 families earn
their daily wages by doing wage jobs and agriculture. In 2023, we petitioned to the District
Collector not to operate this quarry. But now in 2024, we do not know how they are
conducting this public hearing meeting. On what basis it is happening? They did not ask
us. They are going to start this quarry without even enquiring our petitiori,lf this quarry
comes, -our viIIageWiIlvbe destroyed. They showed four villages in the map, our village is
0.56 meters away from the quarry. All other villages are only three kilometers away from
this quarry. A request to the authorities, Come and see our town, we are unable to do -
farmingand all the houses have cracks. The deer sanctuary is locatedtwo kilometers
away, even the honor given to the deer is not given to the people. Did you speak to our
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pfeople? Did the quarry owner askthe people of this village whether they have any
disagreement or difference in thoughts? Every house in our village has been cracked.
They say that four quarries are said to be abandoned quarries. Do you know how much
trouble we have faced because of those four quarries? There is an agricultural land next
to the site where they are starting the quarry, we don’t have security. Quarry will make
law and order problem. Despite that, if the government officials gives permission, it will
lead to religious problems also. This quarry should not come to our village and we will not
let it come, wewarn this to the government. The mothers here know how difficult it is for
them to build a house. If you visit every house, you will be able to see the cracks.
Everyone here give your address, then we know for whom this public hearing is being
conducted? River water does not'come, only bore well water is here. Farmland is right
next to the place where the quarry is to be started. It is also the place which is used by
women as restroom. We do not have security. Quarry will make law and order problem.
Despite that, if the government officials gives permission, it will lead to political and
religious problems also. This quarry should not come to our village and we will not let it
come, we warn this to the government. A request to the mothers here, you are also like
a mother to me. You too know how difficult is to be in your own home. All our village
people has come, go to every house and see. Then you know for whom this public hearing
~ is being conducted. Everyone give their address. Can anyone say how many kilometers
~ is your house located from the quarry and the effects due to it? Look at the houses in our
villages. For 5 years, we don't get river water, we depend on only bore well water. There
is no agriculture at all. There is a scenario of water scarcity in our village. Department of )
Water Resources and Water Source Authority had not asked anything to us. Near these
four quarries, there is a school, house and agricultural land. Because of these four
quarries, a village namely paapankulam was destroyed and | don't know whether it is
there in the map now. If this quarry comes, the village of Thathanoothu will be déstroyed.
We have only DevandraVelalarSamugam in our village. | don’t know whether they think
that these people can'tdo anything. This quarry should not come, we will not let it
comean‘d we will continue to register our opposition to the government. We are ready to
faceanything legally on behalf of our town. The old QUarry has already created L&O
problems. | don’t know whether the authorities have investigated all this. How many of
them have committed suicide and beaten to death in this quarry. Come and see our life,
see our culture, how much struggle we face every day? Our village is in a state of fear
that we don't know when our house will get collapsed. Officers come and they just say
they looked our village. Are they inspecting our house? Our houses were ruined by those
four quarries, if this one quarry comes, then our town will collapse and will be destroyed.
We are ready to face it on behalf of the village, if this quarry comes. | tell the government,
No quarry should come at a distance of 3 kilometers around our village and the
government should not allow it to come. My question is that, even the honor given to the
deer is not given to the people the humans. This is the state of the government. They
think we're stupid, that's over. Our village people will come and tell their opinions and
lifestyle of them, then you decide whether the quarry is needed or not. Not everyone is



going to work in the quarry. All our people have worked in the quarry and so they know

what kind of problemsdoes it causes. He asked the government that the quarry should
not come to our village and if it comes, we are ready to face it.

4. Mr. Sudalaimani ,Village President:-

| There are 300 scheduled caste people living in our village. All of them are doing
agriculture, cattle farming and daily wage work to support their family. This Stone quarry |
problem does not arisenow, we are sufferi'ng due to this problem for a long time. Cracks
occurs in our houses even if blasting is done 2 km apart. Ground water comes at 10 feet
or 20 feet but now the ground water level has gone down. Exploded stones falls on the
farmlands during blasting. Farming cannot be done whén stone falls and farmers are
affected. By showing a photo, he said this quarry is being mined in an unsafe manner, in
this two people were died already. One died while taking bath and another died by
mistakenly falling inside. After quarrying, they are leaving. All ground water is been storeci
in this quarry. Ground water is wasted, our ground water is depleting and we cannot do
agriculture. Apart from that, abortion occurs in pregnant women when they do blasting.
Many people are dead due to heart disease, kidney and heart attack. So permission
should ‘not be given to this quarry. We protest on behalf of our village people that
permission should not be given to this quarry for any reason. | |

5. Mr. Maharajan - Thathanooth Village:-

| want to speak in a scientific way. They have_given'the pH nature of the water.
They have conducted research at five places and have given pH value range as 6.75 —
7.68. pH value of pure water is 7.4. Purity of water in there our region. After mining starts,
pH value will decrease even more. Now the underground water is at 62 meters, if the
quarry starts, the underground water will be at 100 meters and will go down further. It is
difficult to get pure water, pH value 7.4 could not be obtained in major cities like Chennai.
It is only in the Ganges that the pH value is 15, itis called as holy water. As the Himalayan
water comes at the foothills, there exists pH value of 15. That is the reason why we are
told to go and take bath in Kasi. No matter what physical problem you have like»scabies,
allergies, it will get rid of because of having pH value 15.pH means how much acidity and
alkalinity is theré in our body. If you eat sweets at night and go to sleep, tooth decay
occurs. This is due to the acid secreted in the body. The pH level is in the range of 7.7-
7.58. If we have 7.4, our body will be in good condition. The basic need of life is to be
born without any physical disabilities. pHwill lower down to 5 or 4.5 when mining gets
started. Already the ground water is at 62 meters, if the quarrying is done for 5 years,
ground water level goes deeper. Not only our town but the ground water of all surrounding
towns will be drained. Are you going to be hospital by damaging and affecting your bodyv?
Industrial development means there are many companies like ELCOT and SIPCOT. Only
27 workers can work in the quarry they propose in which only 14 are permanent workers
avnd the other 13 workers are temporary workers. How many of you here has wqued in
quarries? It is difficult to work in the quarry. What did the government dg for those whq



died in the explosion accident near panagudi. Our livelihood is being affected. Tell me
how much decibel a human can hear? How many decibels would be produced by
blasting? Those 500 saplings are at what distance from our village and in which direction?
A 45-day pregnant woman can confirm here pregnancy only after 5 months. The blasting
in quarrying will cause miscarriage. Children will born with physical disabilities. This is not
only for us, but after five years everyone will know this situation. Ground water will lower
down. Our water is purer, it could not be found anywhere. They do agriculture in our
village. There is no deer in the Deer Sanctuary, that is the truth. Earth is in sustainable
state because the deer graze on the grass. It has been said in the Geneva conference.
We have been protecting the earth's sustainability. No industrial development is here. Are
you going to pay Rs.70000 as salary? You are going to treat them as slaves. They say

that the quarry is to be located at a distance of 500 meters from our town. He said we
don't want this quarry, this quarry shouldn't be permitted.

6. Mr. Paramasivan - Revolutionary Youth Organization, Tirunelveli Di;trict:-

. | say an example, they took up the Krishna Mines issue up to Supreme Court and
closed it. The reason is that the ground water table has gone down in around 40-mile
radius and a situation has come to stop agriculture. If the Manurlake is filled, this land can
produce rice for entire Tamil Nadu by cultivating three times a year. Water will go down
by running the \quarry. AgricuitUre is not a unknown fact to the gdvernment officials.
Agriculture is declining and not economical. Deers are reduced in Thathanuthu. India
needs Industry but it should not be for destroying people. | am saying this not behalf of
any organization, | am not sayir{g it for the safety of the people of Dathanuthu, | am saying
itis for the safety of the people of Tamilnadu. We will not let any danger to happen. We
are ready to go even to the Supréme Court. We will produce all our ration card and voter

“card in Collectorate. We will take this as a news thread at Tamil Nadu level. The people
are divided religiously and caste wise that they even doesn't bother if the people of a town |
are destroyed. Hope that they throw away all your political parties and will join the cause
in the name of Tamil Nadu. Understand, this is the history. | speak for all people. Educated
intellectuals almosi 15 ddctors in West Bengal have raped. The medical report says that
150 ml of semen was in the victim's body. In Tamil Nadu, in Orathanat, Thanjavur a girl
was taken to a forest in a bike by her boyfriend and was killed. There is no security in this
country. The government should monitor this problem. The doors of the houses are
vibrated, shall the house be demolished? Is the government giving approval to destroy
the village? All this quarry should run only 5 kilometers away. How can we survive ifthere .

is no ground water? How to do farming? So, taking this into consideration, the government
officials should take a decisive decision.

7. Mr. Marisankar - NaamTamizhar Party, Tirunelveli,Assembly incharge:-

They showed the airport which is located at a distance of 32 kilometers on the
eighth page. This quarry is about 2 Hectare 5 acre. The Deer Parkof 712 acres located
nearby is not shown in the map. On the 15th page, they showed how many trees and



plants there are, have they showed how many spotted deer are there? It means itis at a
distance of 1.85 km, but they presented that there is nothing aroundfor 10 km. I you bring
it, the report will be wrong. They started the deer sanctuary for spotted deer in 2013

When it started, there were 300 tq 500 spotted deer. Now, not a single spotted deer could
be seen, Spolted deer goes to thenkalam village as there is no food to eat. It falls into the
truck while going out for food. It's a food chain. According to the report, if one deer dies

around 25,000 people do not get water. Spotted deer is in high danger. It is said that 4
quarries are already proposed and all these 4 quarries are at a distance of 1.5 km from
Deer Sanctuary. We have submitted a petition to the District Forest Officer but no
response has been received. No clearance certificate was obtained from the District
Forest Officer. If they had bought it, they would have refused saying that there is a deer
park in 1.5 km distance. The people have said the problems they have faced and the
problem they are going to face. And we have petitioned about the Deer Sanctuary to
District Collector and District Forest Officer but no response has been received so far.
Before this, they conducted a public hearing without knowing to anyone. For which we
submitted a petition about Deer Sanctuary but it was not mentioned in the report. Even '
the word spotter deer did not come in the report. Construction of high tension electric
tower and compound wall is in progressto make this a tourist site.The proposed plans
also should be shown here. If it comes, will you take Deer Sanctuary to another place? In
1975, a law called the Forest Protection Act was enacted and it was updated up to 2003.
In that update, spotted deer is also among the animals that need to be protected. Legally
speaking, no quarry can be set up in Tahayuthu area. If this is takén to the court, the case
will not stand even for 2 days. If there is a place in the law. If it is svhown in the report, we
all would have asked the question. There is a deer park next to it so no quarry should be
placed. Many corruptions have happened with this quarry. A quarry should be mined for
50,000 cubic meters, for five years about 3 lakh cubic meters should be mined. But a
quarry has been mined for 6 lakh cubic meters within1.5 years in Adaimithipankulam
village. A case has been registered and it has been found that a corruption of 700 crores
was involved. Sub Collector Mr.Sivakrishnamurthy, SP and District Collector Mr.Vishnu
has been transferred then. He said that the people are nothing infront of this, the officials
can be changed anytime. So there is a chance that the officials will be on their behalf, so
we are appealing on behalf of the NaamTamilazKatchithat no quarry shoutd come in this
place.

8. Mrs. Kala - Thathanooth Village:-

There are 150 families in our town. Our children ask why the house shakes like
this. The screeching sound during 'b!asting is terrifying. There has -been a situation of
- coming out of the house. Environment gets affected, pregnant women are affected,
children are affected, their mental development is affected. So we are protestlng the
proposal of this quarry. The quarry should not be located in our town. Do anything beyond
10 km. He said he strongly opposes the p[oposal of this Quarry. R
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9. Mrs. Sundari - Thathanooth Village:-

How shall we live without water? Officials should have signed only after asking us
for feedback. The authorities never think of the people. They think of people only when
they vote. They come door to door asking people for votes, won't they come door to door
and ask for feedback? They should have held a consultation meeting earlier and have
thought before signing. All our children ask why the houses are cracked even the house
was built only now. Will someone answer our children? Our children cannot be answered
you come and say. There are no people in Papankulam due to quarries. Those who are
in Papankulam come forward, we who are in Dadanooth are giving our Aadhaar card
These two towns are only nearer. It takes more than 1 hour to walk to Palamadai Village
So they don't care. The officials should have signed only after consulting the people of

these two towns. They are signing and then conducting the meeting, people think ihat
they are good officials.

10. Mr. Chitra Perumal, Papankulam Village:-

We have no connection with this quarry. The reason why our village people left
this town was because there was no school, there was no facility to study, so everyone
left. No road facility, no bus facility There is no harm. He said that the quarrying had

nothing to do with the evacuation of our town. We have been working in this quarry for 35
years and without the quarry we have no survnval

In between, there was a difference of opinion between the people of both sides
asking whether the people of this town should come or the people of other towns should

not come. A group of people ignored the meeting and went out saying that we do not want
this quarry.

11. Mr. Shakti F;rabhakaran - 'Naar"n Tamilar Party, Palayamkottai Constituency
President:- o

There is no power to destroy things that cannot be created by nature. We have to
live and disappear from this earth just like how we hand over a rented house to the owner.
The land resources, air resources and mineral resources of this Earth must be left behind
for the next generation. If anybody act in a way that affects those resources, we will
strongly condemn on behalf of the Naam Tamilar party. If there is a problem for teacher,
it is not only for the teacher. If there is a problem for the farmers, it is not only for the
farmers. Even if the farmers are affected in Madurai or Tirunelveli, it is the farmel’s
problem. Even if a fisherman has problem in Rameswaram or anywhere else, it is a
problem of the entire Tamil Nadu. Based on the above, wherever the problem of
destroying the natural resources takes place, whether it is in Pappakkudi, Tirunelveli,
Thoothukudi or Kanyakumari, wherever it takes place, we Naam Tamilar Party strongly

opposes it. We can never allow this. As a last attempt, we will fight and prevent these

quarries from coming here. The Kerala government is not gettlng stone to buuld bu:ldmgs‘ :
in Kerala state. There is a ban in Kerala Court: There is a ban because there are good |




govermment officiata there. I Ketala, thete la & ban on breaking the mountain, o thay
canty aill the 2ol and tha mountain fiom herg, thiz cannot be allowed, We do not prevant
any activities that anybody does tor thelr needa that ae not atfecting the earth, He sald

trat we Nam Tamiar paty will fight and protest to ban any action that {8 harmful to Baith
and we will not tet iy stant,

130 M Sresh, Thalayuhg:

We are 1800 to 2000 drivers in Thalayuthu area and our livelthoeod depends on this
quarty, Thete is no haim due to the quany. We need this quarty to meet our basie naeds.
He said that we are making our livelihood by diiving vehicles, we want this quatry.

The governmant anly invited the people from eight villages for the public hearing
of is Badusha quarty. Not only Dadanuthu, they are also threatening the people of
Thalayuthu,  Rajavalipuram, Palamadal, Papankuam, Chidanchitram,  Thuraiyur,
Gangaikondan who have coma hore saying who invited you all? The government has
vitad us. | have bean in this business for 40 yoars, half of this villaga peopls have worked
under ma. There are people Who hava worked in lime stone quarry tll now. There is no
ham, i there is ham it will not help them. Before this, the Naam Tamil Party leader came,
who invited him? | should accept it and go. The governmant gives permission, if there are
any effects, lat us sea. fany accident happans there is government and there are officials
and they will take care. We should obby them. The people of eight towns have been
invited, and the paople of eight towns have come for the sake of sharing their opinions,
not for the sake of differenca of opinion. They are asking for analyzing the opinions. If the
quarry gees smoothly, | have five Lorrias. | have taken contract in SIPCOT, Houses can
be built only if you have capital Is the stone used to build this Sivanthi Aditanar

Mandapam came from Dubai? It came from the vilage of Thalayuthu, \f the quarry itself e

is not to be run, then how will there be livelihood. The government will not be watching if
there is ah impact. We need capital and we have to look into it. | have operated Limestone
units and have given stone to build houses. They are still in that house. How many
challenges have | faced while carrying tham in cans? Government gives pemission in a
right way. If we submita petition to the Collectar, they ask to go to the Mines Department.
30 years ago there was no debt, now there is no job and everyone is in debt. lam also &
debtor of 50 lakhs. He said that if he had a job, he would be able to pay off the debt.

14. Mrs. Thamarai selvi, Rajavallipuram:-

The brothers and sisters of all community have come. For public hearing only, they
have invited all the eight villages. ltis not a political meeting to say that you should not
come and | should not come. \What they spoke is wrang. After this we are going to get
atong as brothers and sisters. None of the qovernment officials have given the certiﬂcate
without examining it. They give parmission only after planting savuku trees around the
quarry so as to control noise and vibration, They say that children and pregnant women




spend so many lakhs and follow so many la

10 or 11 people. Around 3000 people are

ws and get a certificate to run a quarry with
working and no one is kept as a slave. Don't
use this word.

15. Mr. Kalimuthy - Palaya Pettai
Constituencv Secretary:- .

= Naam Tamilar Party Tirunelveli, Assembly

The proposal of this quarry is not only a problem for Thaléyuthu, there are already
many quarries in this area. Lorry owners already have lots of quarry,

and SIPCOT, there are many opportunities to run your truck. None
came here said that they have no stone and soil to build a house.

cement company
of the people who

Somehow they will
open the quarry. | have also worked as a driver, have taken loads. They will park the

tractors and 2 unit vehicles aside and they give load to only Taurus vehicle. | waited for

whole night and even for 2 days and taken load on the 3% day. It's difficult for you, now

they will tempt you, then they won't give you load, they will take load to Kerala. The quarry
is in our town, so we can't tell them to give it to us and not take it to another town. If they
start the quarry, then what they say are the rules. It is equal to putting mud on your head.
There is lot of opportunity to work like masonry work, agricuitural work. There is no water
in Chithar River, if there is water they can do agriculture that they will not see. Bring
income by not disturbing the common people. Deer sanctuary is nearby. So mény deer
have been hit and killed on the road, is anyone upset? But it hurts when your family kids
get hit. The loading vehicles are not as said by the government , it will carry more load. If
the load is too much, the brake will not work. When manufacturing the vehicle, it will be
designed to carry only ceﬁain kilos and tons. If you do that, the car will brake and the
speed will be slow. When coming with a heavy load, can you hold the brake and stop if
someone is blind? Nothing can be done after death. For your own good only | say no
need this quarry. There is already plenty of quarries. They don't give us materials. TheyA
build many buildings. We build only a single house for our generation and then our
children only will be able to build a house. None of the quarries here are ours and‘the}av
smoke and vehicles coming from here are dangerous. Don't be greedy for the 500 or
1000 you' are getting"today and put mud on your head. We will register the condemnation



of the Naam Tamilar Party when there is a harm to this people or the deer. We will only
do what is good for this land and people. There are many ways to generaté income for
you. If there is water in the stream, farming can be done for a long time. | am also a farmer
and now | am going to work as a mason and a carpenter. Work as a farmer, look at the

business that does not harm the environment. That only gives you goodness. The people
who say they want this quarry it is equivalent to putting mud on your head.

16. Mir. Ayyvamperumal — Naam Tamilar Party, Secretary:-

There is a stream on North Street, Kamaraj Nagar, There is a stream for
discharging rain water and waste water from India Cements. They are discharging water
for around 3 feet wide in the middle of the street and the street itself has been damaged.
Sol vyent to the Court. In this case, after 3 months of litigation, they give an IS certificate
from the court saying that there is no harm for the environment. They have been ruhning
India Cements for 75 years and they say that the smoke has not affected anyone, Even
after showing video proof in the Court, they say the industry is being right only. After
protesting in the Court, they gave a document copy saying that if sewage comes, they will
block it. It comes like a flood with 4 to 5 feet of standing water around the house. There
are primary schools and schools up to class 5 nearby. The document given to the Court

is with me. | have brouéht that one. He asked the officials to look at this and bring a
solution to his street.

17. NIr. S.S.B.Mohaideen - President of Thalayuthu Panchayat;:-

" It has been 3 years since | became the panchayat council 'president'. in 2013,
Thalayuthu Panchayat earned an income of 80 lakhs due to the presence of Sankar Mines
in 2012. That income stagnated after 2012. As the

re was a mine, they had one unit of
rough stone for just 500 rupees. Today the same stone is Rs.2500 per unit. The reason

ped in our town. People suffered because the company
ple could not build houses. The cost of unit unit stone along with rent for

a day is 500 rupees. Today, poor people cannot afford Rs.2500. Before 2012, nearly 500
workers were employed and businesses such as drivers, ¢

shops were based on it. t's all affected, Previously
if it runs it will be of Rs.3 crore. If that hap
these people. The people are the g

is Sankar Mines was stop
stopped. Lay peo

ontractors, hotels and tea
the income was Rs.80 lakhs and now
pens, it will help to provide basic facilities to

overnment, the government is the people. Only if we
cooperate with the government, the welfare programs for the peop
if mining i

le will be obtained. So-
s affected, only the thalayuthu people will be affected, no income will be there.
There are 13 hamlets in Thalayuthu area. Among 41 panchaya

ts, th'a\ayuthu' is the
biggest panchayat. The population is eighteen thousand, the houses areé 4200, theré is

no income. We are worried that we don't have industry like t

his. The people of Thalayuth'u
panchayat are suffering as there is no factory, no livelihood and no income. A panchayat, -

municipality or corporation could be administrated if only income comes. He expreg;eq L

e aratiude by emphasizing that peopl should cooperate for good or bad and 1omail

united regardless of caste, religion and language tomakelndlaa :P_@?Pﬂ?‘{ﬁ?"“ﬂ.“yi = i
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18. Mr. Marimuthu - Gangaikondan, Nam_Tamilar _Party, Nellai Assembly
Constituency, Vice President:- |

Everyone register their opinion in this forum. No one has the right to say somebody
not to comment. Our opinion is that someone from Papankulam said that there is no harm
from this quarry. Whether there will be a problem with the upcoming quarry are not? But
the village has been destroyed by the already existing quarries. There were 60 families
in that village, now there are 5 families. There is a situation where the government school
itself has to be closed. Only 2 children are studying in 4th grade in primary school. There
is such a perishable environment. Earlier during Kamaraj era they built more schools, now
they are building more Tasmacs. If one school gets closed, the next generation will suffer
It's been a year since the bus service has been into that town. Ofﬁciéls said they are

taking a lot of prevehtive measures. Officials do not investigate properly, this is my
allegation. If all the quarries and crushers had followed the rules, we would have provided
all the facilities to the town. They said they will do a lot of things for Gangaikondan school
for 8 lakh rupees. Nearer to the Quarry, Papankulam school is on the verge of closing
down. How many schools did the quarry had funded before this? Can a government

official issue an open report on this? Laws are in place. Whether you stick to it or not

that's the problem. You say let's plant trees, but the deer go out next to farmlands and
destroy everything. Why Government has allotted 712 acres for Deer Sanctuary and

doing all these things? They have brought blasting sound and SIPCOT of 3500 Acres
nearby. If asked, they say it is for development and for creating employmeht opportunities
for people. In SIPCOT' they give job opportunities only to the people from the north. In
ATC Tyre company, 80 Tamil employers were sent out and 80 north state people were
employed. It's we Nam Tamilar party who protested and regained the job. This will provide
job opportunity to only 30 people. They are eprrting to the pori. airport and Kerala
through the exis‘ting quarries. Govefnment officials and the government are providing
schemes for the Quarries for the prosperity of individual entrepreneurs. Bring any factory
that does not affect people and we will welcome it. But even after knowing that the people
will be affected, they have reduced from 1 km, 2 km, 5 km to 300m now in favor to those
who are concerned. They are amendmg the law accordmg to them. The people are getting
affected. Please regulate the existing quarries, are they operating within the legal norms,
many quarries are operating in violation of the regulations of the government and mining
deeper. They have fined Rs.700 crore in 2021-22 so the quarry owners protested for 10
days on behalf of the Quarry Owners Association. After that the government negotlated
and brought a decision in their favor and the case is still pending. Ask them to execute
everything according to the law. After that permission should be given for the new quarry.
Don't do the eye-popping drama of getting everything ready and asking people for their
opinion. Even Rs.10,000 can be spent through the government on advertising by posting
wallpapers. Auto announcement are done, auto is there, loudspeaker is there. But
announcement alone is not given. Auto and a loudspeaker was there. They gavea notice
and | came after seeing it only. Earlier last month, a public hearing meeting was held for




another quarry at Nambi Mahal. We have petitioned the Collector, Chief Minister and
Mines Department. We also sent a petition to RDO, Tirunelveli post a month and a half
ago, no response has been received so far. The officers are only in this state. An
acknowledgment card comes back saying that they have received the registered petition.
But what action have you taken? According to the Government, the response should be
given within 30 days. So far no response has been received. They tell you to register your
opinion, how many mines have you stopped with people's opinions received in the public
hearing that have taken place so far? You say that we are doihg everything according to
the rules, not only to the quarry, but to all the factories that come. Even the village
administration officer did not come to the meeting. Even if there is a small probleminan
area, it is the village administration officer who takes action. He is the one who
unde(stands people. If they can't even get that officer to be here, how they say it's a public
hearing meeting? Treat people as human beings, act humanely. We are not opposed to
a private quarry. Tr_\ey said that our panchayat has no income, so many factories can be
built for it. 99 companies have come up in Gangaikondan SIPCOT area and still now there
is no development there. The road is potholed, the sewer is running in the street and no
action has been taken. Do not think to destroy one village and develop another village, it
is a sinful act. Pappankulam village itself has been destroyed’just like the Athipatti village
was destroyed in the movie Citizen. How many officers havé'gone there so far? Cars
could not even go to the hospi.tal.A How many carts are tarpaulined while carrying loac_is. '
do the authorities inspect them? Regulate the schemes; create schemes that are
favorable to the people. It is why people choose the government. After choosing, don't
work for individual entrepreneurs and corporates. Please do not give permission for this
quarry. Also, if we give a petition to the authorities, give a reply, otherwise we have to file
a petition under the Freedom of Information Act. The reply sent by the Mines Department
is with me. In that, public hearing will be conducted, decision will be taken only after
consultation with RDO and District Collector. There is great opposition from the people.
Don't think there are supporters here; supporters can come through money or in any way.
For the job sake of 30 people, 150 people have come here. _At least it is happy that you
gef an indirect income. We have given our Patta lands to SIPCOT in 1993. We graze
goats and cows and we gave our land to SIPCOT in a view that atleast our children will
go to work in companies. The government spoke well saying that you are the priority.
Now they are going for 2.0 SIPCOT, we have been protesting for four years. While asking
to the present District Collector Dr.Karthikeyan to give jobs to our children, he said that if
your children have skills, we will give jobs. Then you may have bought land from people
who have skills. If he keeps the land so that he no needs to work under anyone, you use
your power to buy the land by intimidation. When asking for a job itself, you should have
told them that job will be given for those who have skills. This should have been told to
us before taking the land. Don't take people for granted. Definitely like Annal Gandhi's
moral struggle and like Dr.Ambedkar's legal struggle will take place if the quarry is
allowed, he said that we will take action on behalf of the Nam Tamilar p_arty. L
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They hit India Cements and we are not without water. There is always water from
Tamiraparani River. No problem so far. | am also 53 years old. Stone was not brought
from Kerala, soil was taken from here only to build the Vannarpettai bridge. We need
business. Not speaking only for me, everyone is over 50 years old and they don't call
anyone for work. Let's see the work, not the respect. We will go to the mason's job for
three days without knowing how to use a spade to break the mortar. They keep us only
if we know the work. Allow the quarry. Papankulam was not destroyed by this. They
have owned this quarry since before | was born, my parents have worked, my father-in-
law has worked. Did all the party members say that the town is going to be destroyéd?
When the stone fell, | was starving for 3 months and no party members fed us. In
SIPCOT, they give opportunities to the younger generation.-If you stay like this, then |
have to drink medicine and die at home. Let any party member séy that he did not go to
work and look at his family. Relations itself won't say, how will others say? Nature is
unsurpassed. God rules us. Our district will never run out of water. The water supply
has never dried up. What will they do if there is no rain for 20 years? Our land is 3 times
cultivable land. There should be more cultivation; there should be no hunger and thirst.
Try working with uneducated people. If not, get us a job. They closed the Manjolai. He
said give us a job. | S R

At the end of the meetihg, after receiving the tofal number of 90 petitions
(supporting petitions — 79 and objection petitions - 11) given by the public in written form
to the Revenue Divisional Officer, Tirunelveli. The District Environmental Engineer
thanked all the public who remained silent fill now and voiced their - opmlons The

meeting was concluded after lnformlng that all comments of the public have been'}i;.‘ i
recorded and the recorded comments will be sent to the State Envuronment lmpact:
Assessment Authority (SEIAA).
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District Environmerﬁal Engineer(FAC), , Revenue DlVlSlonal Ofﬁcer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Tirunelveli.

Tirunelveli
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