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Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

District Environmental Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Perundurai

Minutes of Public Hearing Conducted for the Proposed Rough Stone and Gravel

quarry of Thiru. N. T. Saisada Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry at S.F. Nos. 151 (Part)
& 152/4 of Kurumbapalayam Village, Sathyamangalam Taluk, Erode District in an
extent of 2.28.40 Ha held on 04.12.2024 at 11.00 a.m. at Vinnapalli Community Hall,

next to Vinnapalli Panchayat Office, Vinnapalli Bus stop, Sathyamanagalam Taluk,

Erode District — Regarding

Details of the Project:

S. No Name and location of the Proposed quarry Extent in Ha

1 Proposed Rough Stone and Gravel quarry of Thiru. N. | 2.28.40
T. Saisada Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry at S.F.
Nos. 151 (Part) & 152/4 of Kurumbapalayam Village,
Sathyamangalam Taluk, Erode District

Present:

Thiru. S. Sivanandham, |.A.S.

Sub-Collector,
Gobichettipalayam
Erode District, Tamil Nadu

Thiru. V. Swaminathan

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Perundurai, Erode District.

Thiru. B. Vishnu Bala

Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Perundurai, Erode District.

Thiru. Ragunathan

Revenue Inspector, Punjaipuliampatti Firka,

Sathyamangalam Taluk, Erode District.

Thiru. R.Subburathinam

Inspector, Punjai Puliampatti Police station,

Punjai Puliampatti.

Thiru.M. Shaik Nawas

Environmental Consultant,

M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions,
Old No. 260-B, New No. 1,

Advaitha Ashram Road, Alagapuram,
Salem — 636 004




Public . | 253 Persons (Copy of Attendance is

enclosed).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perundurai.

Today, a public hearing meeting is being held as per the Environmental Impact
Notification 2006. In this meeting, public can register their opinions regarding the
proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry located in Kurumbapalayam village. You can
submit your opinions briefly and in written form. This is not a grievance redressal meeting.
This is a public hearing meeting and your opinions will be properly recorded. Now, the
environmental consultant for this project will express his detailed explanations regarding

this project. After that, public can register their opinions.

Project Consultant: M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions

The consultant began by greeting everyone with a good morning. He then provided
a detailed explanation of the project. Samples of air quality, noise levels, soil, and water
were collected within a 5-kilometer radius around the project site. These findings were
submitted to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, and a draft set of
guidelines was issued to the quarry owner. According to these draft guidelines, it is
mandatory to conduct a public hearing meeting and obtain environmental clearance.

As per the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change’s regulations
issued on 04.09.2006, any quarry project exceeding 5 hectares in an area must conduct
a public hearing meeting. The consultant also explained various aspects of the project,
including the quantity of minerals to be extracted from the quarry, the project budget,
social responsibility initiatives, and other relevant details in a visual presentation and

photographs.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perundurai:

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public to mention their village

and name before registering their opinions

1. Thiru. Palanisamy, Karuppanayakkanpalaayam:

“Sir, Hello to everyone, Hello to all the people, and | express my thanks to the RDO
sir and the Engineer sirwho are here. In this meeting, 75% of the attendees are outsiders.
They have come here to the Vinnappalli Panchayat, and this meeting is being conducted
only for the people of Vinnappalli Panchayat. They are seeking opinions only from the
people of Vinnappalli Panchayat. But if you look, they have been brought them here in
trucks and unloaded. | am opposing this stone quarry. If you ask why, it is because we
are experiencing pollution, we are unable to do farming, and the water level in the wells
has gone down. That is why we have come here and we are opposing this. Thank you. |

am expressing my opposition, thank you.”




2. Thiru. Narayanasamy, Vinnappalli:

“Sir, greetings to everyone. Due to this stone quarry, we are unable to graze our
cows and calves anywhere, as there is smoke and dust everywhere. We request you to

stop this. Hello, sir, do we want the stone quarry? Do we want it? No, no, don’t want it.”

3. Thiru. Shanmugam, Kurumbapalayam:

“Hello, the village of Kurumbapalayam has been completely destroyed. It has
reached such a state. Now, our land is in a very serious condition. We cannot escape in
any way. There are no proper road facilities either. On one side, there is a stone quarry,
and on the other side, there is a forest. There is no way to do any farming in the forest,
and for cows and calves to graze, there is nothing but dust. If they eat any grass, the
cows suffer from diarrhea. Everything is dying, including the cat_ti_é. In this situation, we
do not need a stone quarry at all. We elected a government so that the people could live,
but the stone quarry owners do not have the power to elect a government. Even in this
condition, we are forced to live by struggling. There is no other option. We do not have
any government support. If the support is only for the stone quarry, then they are coming
to destroy the entire village. Nothing else is happening for us in any way. The government
must support us by stopping and banning this immediately. Thank you.”

4. Thiru.Nandakumar Duraisamy, Kurumpapalayam:

“Hello to everyone, greetings sir. Now, we are living near the crusher. | mean, if
you look at our farm, the crusher is right next to the forest. So, we have 40 acres of land.
It has only been three years since we started the farm. So, what | am trying to say is,
even though it has been three years, we have also been affected. Keeping that in mind, |
have come here now. If you ask for a decision, it is the same for everyone living in that
village. We do not want the crusher. Not only the crusher, but anything related to soil
pollution, water pollution, or anything, those things will not suit us there. Because we are
farming there. So please help us. Crusher or quarry or anything related to quarry it is all
similar. The affected are one and the same: sound, again the noise, dust, and after a few
days, water pollution will also come. So keeping that in mind, | do not know what else to
say, but it does not suit us there. Now, we are doing farming there. So please consider
us. Thank you.”

5. Thiru. Rathinasamy, Panangattupalayam:

“Hello, hello. We don’t want the stone quarry. The Goats and cattles are completely
covered in dust, and they are unable to graze at all. We don’t want the stone quarry.”

6. Thiru. Palanisamy, Annai Goundampalayam:

; “Sir, Hello. My farms, two lands are located just next to the stone quarry, about one
or two fields away. We cannot drink water. The goats and cattles cannot graze. It is just

one or two fields away. We cannot drink water, the cattle cannot graze, and even the



water in the well is undrinkable because it is fully polluted. Thanks, do not want the stone

quarry.

7. Thiru. Paramesh, Vinnappalli:

“Thanks to everyone who has come. We don’t want the stone quarry in Vinnappalli.
Because it is causing a lot of trouble for many people. Goats and cattles transportation
everything is heavily polluted. But overall, we don’t want the stone quarry in Vinnappalli.
We are fighting as much as we can. Please try and help us by stopping this. Thank you.”

8. Thiru. Palanichamy, Periyasathanur:

“Sir, greetings to the officials who have come here and to the Collector sir.
Generally, the people here in Vinnappalli are facing a lot of hardship. Since the stone
quarry has come, the water level in the wells has decreased significantly. There is no
water for farming. Now, look around water has been explicit everywhere. Has any water
been retained in the wells of Vinnappalli Panchayat? Even when it rains, there is no water
in the wells. Because of this stone quarry, all the wells have been completely affected.
Farming has been severely affected. Cattles and Goats are also suffering from stomach
issues. If the cattle eat grass during the rains or graze on grass covered in dust, they are
completely affected. Collector sir, the farmers need your support to stop this. That is our
decision and request that we do not want the stone quarry, and we do not want the crusher
either. Thanks.”

9. Thiru. Palanisamy, Panangattupalayam:

“Sir, Hello. Please save the people living in Kurumpapalayam. Because of the
crusher, they are severely affected. Due to the stone quarry, decide for yourselves

whether one person is living good, or a thousand people is living good.”

10. Thiru. Vijayakumar, Sanarpathy:

“Hello everyone. When you look at it, | have a transport office in Sanarpathy. Now,
with these kinds of stone quarries, transportation becomes a little convenient. For that
reason, as long as the activities are within the legal framework and comply with rules and
regulations, the stone quarries can operate, that is my opinion. What | mean is, if the
distance specified by the government from the forest is maintained, then give permission.
If not, then don’t. That is what | am saying. Because transportation is a main livelihood
for us. If the stone quarry remains, it will serve as some support, and that's all. At the
same time, if it does not harm the general public or operate in the way not mentioned

here, then it is okay and acceptable. | am registering my opinion here.”

11.Thiru. Madan, Annaiyagoundampalayam:

“Hello to everyone. This crusher has been here for four years. For four years,

explosions have been shaking all the houses. On top of that, we are unable to go



anywhere outside. If we take that route, dust from the vehicles gets into our eyes. We

don’t want the crusher, and we don’t want the stone quarry. Thank you.”

12.Thiru. S.K. Selvan, Sanarpati:
“Hello to everyone present here. With regard to our Vinnappalli Panchayat, the

stone quarry is not suitable. That is the truth. The reason is that the groundwater is getting
affected. Farmers here live solely depending on agriculture. Their entire lives have been
thrown by sand and that is the truth. Groundwater is essential for farmers. However,
because of this stone quarry, the entire groundwater has been depleted. Today, water is
found only after drilling a thousand feet. Not only this, but there is also a forest nearby. If
you look into that forest, wild animals are Iiving there.

But I don’t understand how the forest officials gave permission for this. Even if we
ask anyone, they refuse to give us an answer. What is the reason? Where will these wild
animals go? They are all entering agricultural lands when explosives are set off, the
animals get scared and has anyone thought about this? How many families, how many
farms, have been destroyed today? The reason for all this is these wild animals. Why are
the wild animals coming? It's because of the blasting. When they blast explosives, the
animals get frightened, and they run into human areas, sometimes even attacking people.
Because of these, please, they are completely destroying our natural resources. Today, if
the natural resources in Vinnappalli Panchayat are depleted, the entire wealth of this
Panchayat will be finished. That is the truth. What natural resources will we show to future
génerations? some forester has said this. If we destroy this now, we won’t have anything
to show to future generations. Has anyone thought about this? Today, a few people want
crushers, but what will crushers do when natural resources are gone? | am speéking here
on behalf of the Vinnappalli 5" Ward Councilor's husband. Please, we don’t want
crushers. The stone quarry is not suitable here. This is only my opinion. | humbly request
the Tahsildar to kindly consider this matter and stop this stone quarry. Not only this, |

request you to stop all the other stone quarries that are functioning. Thank you.”

13.Thiru.Subramani, Kurumpapalayam:
“Sir, Hello to everyone. The stone quarry is located right next to the farmland.

Because, farmland is located very nearby and the stone quarry and crusher are right
there. Because of this, the dust and soil are spreading everywhere. Therefore, we don’t
need the stone quarry at all, and we oppose this. Thank you.”

14.Thiru. Chandrasekar, Kurumpapalayam:
“Greetings to everyone. | have come from Kurumpapalayam. This meeting has

been conducted to seek permission for a new stone quarry. Due to this stone quarry, our
agriculture has been completely affected. To put it briefly, the groundwater has been
severely impacted. For wild animals and livestock, there is no possibility for any of them
to survive there. Because of the blasting sounds, many houses have béen shaking. Dust

came. There are many such effects. The entire region of Kurumpapalayam has been
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completely affected due to this stone quarry. Therefore, we do not need this stone quarry.

We don't want it.”

15.Thiru. Vadivel, Kurumpapalayam:
“Hello to everyone. | live in Kurumpapalayam. | reside near the quarry. They have

now come seeking permission for the quarry. But, because of the quarry, what happens
is that there is no specific timing for the biasting sounds. They blast at any time, even
untime. When it comes to vehicles, only 10-ton vehicles are supposed to pass on the
panchayat roads. But that is not the case here. Vehicles weighing 70 tons, 80 tons, and
even 150 tons are passing through. Twice a day, they claim they sprinkle water here and
there on roads. But, in reality, no one sprinkles water properly. We have fought as much
as we could. Additionally, when cattle like goats and cows go towards that side, they don’t
mind if its goats or cattles. They simply blast explosives. Our livestock is also severely
affected. On top of this, the local people also used to go to that area for firewood. We are
wage laborers. We only have Manavari lands. Due to the dust coming from their
operations, no agriculture is possible on the manavari lands. Now, we are facing water
shortages for everything. Some are speaking about transportation, claiming it is
beneficial. But even we depend on transportation. Still, what’s the point of driving vehicles
when human lives are at risk? What is the use of having vehicles and eating when people
cannot live peacefully? Therefore, we do not want this quarry. Kindly look for a solution to

stop it.”

16. Thiru. Swaminathan, Annaiyagoundampalayam:

“Hello to everyone. | have come from Annaiyagoundampalayam. Due to this
quarry, nearly 500 to 1000 loads are transported daily. Therefore, we do not need this
quarry. With 1000 loads being transported, sand and dust are flying everywhere, making
it impossible to engage in agriculture because everything is completely covered in dust.
For carrying one load, they carry 1 ton, 2 tons, or sometimes even 40 to 50 tons. The road
has been completely damaged because of this. There is no road left at all. If you look at
the road from Vinnappalli to Anna Nagar, no way is available for going to farming, for
carrying pregnant woman in case of sudden labor pain. The condition of the road is that
bad, full of stones, bumps, and potholes. What is the reason for all this? It's because of
the weight of these vehicles that are being driven over the roads. For this reason, we do
not need the quarry. At the same time, as someone mentioned earlier, even our goats and
cattles were grazed nearby. Can we just run after our livestock and bring them back
safely? No, we cannot. One day, we found it might fall on goat and also might fall on cow.
| am not sure if they have licenses to operate this, or whether they are driving without

licenses. Overall, this quarry should not be here. Thank you.”

17.Thiru. G. Selvaraj, Pudhur:
“That is, kindly, no one except for the local residents should be allowed here. If you

come here without permission and trespass, it will not be good. | have clearly said this.”
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(Argument: Thiru. P. Sakthivel: The outsiders are the ones sitting in the front.
Mugilan is an outsider; Natarajan is an outsider. Everyone is an outs\ider. How come the
outsiders are sitting in the first sheet? Who are these people? Which village are they
from? Who is he? Which village is he from? Tell us who they are! He is the president of
the farmers association. You go outside!)

Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam:
“Everyone, please be a little quiet, be quiet, please be a little quiet, be quiet, be

quiet, can you let me speak? Can you let me speak? Please go down.”

Thiru. P. Shakthivel:

“This is a denial of democracy, this is a denial of democracy.”

Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam:

“Please be quiet, let me speak for a moment, stay quiet, | request you to stay quiet,
first tell them to be quiet, ask the police to come inside, what is the boy’s name? Note it
down, tell the police to come, where is the VAO? Hello, please no one should make noise,

stay quiet. Note down the name of that person’s name who is touching the Sub-Inspector.”

Thiru. Ravi, Saththanur:

“Please, no one make noise. Kindly, no one should make any noise. With this, they
will conclude our meeting. That is, they will finish the meeting based on this. Please, no
one make noise. Listen quietly. What we need is to tell, we don’t need which we have
already said that. If they do it again, then we will look into it later. Okay, be quiet. Let sir
speak.”

Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam: .

» “Please wait for a minute, everyone. You are speaking among yourselves. Then
why are we conducting a public hearing here? What is your request? Only the local
residents of the village should speak. Whoever speaks, they must show their Aadhaar
card. If the local address is not mentioned in the \Aadhaar card, |1 will not allow them to
speak. Please bring the Aadhaar card with the local address, and one person can speak
atatime.”

Thiru. A.P. Chandran, Annaiyagavundampalayam:
“Is this opinion poll, for the affected in this panchayat? Is this opinion poll only for

those who are here in this panchayat? Or is it also for people from outside panchayats?”

. Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam:
“I have accepted what you said. After showing the Aadhar card, anyone can speak.

You, someone, please speak. Why are three people speaking with a lady constable?
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Whoever comes and speaks on the stage must show the Aadhar card and speak. Are you
local residents of the village? If not, it will be evident from the Aadhar card. If there is no
local address on the Aadhar card, you cannot speak. If anyone else wants to submit any
opinion, you can submit a written submission. We will not allow speaking. We will allow
speaking only if there is a local address on the Aadhar card. Next, who is coming, sir? Do
you have a local address on your Aadhar card? If not, | have already said you cannot
speak. Sir, what do you need? | have already said that they will not allow to speak (those
who not having Aaadhar card with local address). Have you given your name here?
Please give your name. When they come and go, if they talk about ‘individual freedom,’
we will not allow it. | have already said that they cannot speak. What else do you need?
If there is no local address on the Aadhar card, you cannot speak. That's it. Please sit
down. Everyone please sit down.

If anyone else from the local residents wants to speak, they should come and
provide their name. Please show the Aadhar card before speaking. If anyone else wants
to give their name, please provide it now. Only local residents, if there is no local address

on the Aadhar card, others cannot be allowed to speak.
Thiru. Ravi, Sathanoor: Hello, hello. Local Panchayat people cannot speak, sir.

District Environment Engineer, Perundurai:

Is there anyone else from the local people who still wants to speak?

Thiru. Ravi, Sathanoor:
The President of the Farmers Association will speak for us, sir. In our village,
education is not very high, so he has come to speak on our behalf. He will speak. Thank

you.

18.Thiru. Jothi, Arunachalam Kurumbapalayam:

Hello to everyone. The problems caused by this quarry are well known to everyone.
There is no need to explain it separately. Therefore, due to its effect on agriculture and

livestock farming, my opinion is that quarrying should not be allowed.

19.Thiru. Perivasamy, Kurumbapalayam:

Hello to everyone. My house is located just 500 meters away from the quarry. Now,
the problem is that when the blasts occur, the whole house shakes and it feels like the
mobile is vibrating. Can we live there? | don't know. They have set up the quarry now, and
next they are going to set up the crusher. Now, they have set up a tar plant. We can't even
breathe properly. The smoke from the tar plant is so intense, we can't even breathe. They
say development is coming, but | don't know what developmeht they are talking about.
There's not even a road. What development is there in the village? There’s not even a
road, yet this quarry has been here for so long. They have extracted so much stone, and
| don't know what progress has come from it. Until now, there doesn't seem to be any
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progress. Therefore, we don't want the quarry, we don't want the crusher, we don't want
anything. It's enough; we've had enough. Please let us live peacefully for a little while.
They blast two or three times a day. Every day, when the vibrations come, the whole
house shakes. We cannot live like this. So, we don’t want the quarry, we don’t want the
crusher, we don’t want anything. Even if progress doesn't come, it doesn’t matter; just

leave us as we are. We don’t want anything. We don’t want the quarry.

20.Thiru. Nagarajan, Kurumbapalayam:

Hello to everyone. We don't want the quarry. The quarry is causing a lot of
problems. That is, they have completely encroached on the reserved land, occupied the
reserved land, and have encroached up to 100 acres, cutting down thousands of trees,
and they are using it all. If VAO. When we, with just half a cent of land, try to occupy it,
both the Tahsildar and VAO come running towards us. They have encroached on all that
land, and no one is coming to check. No one is asking anything. They don't have a license.
Thirunavukkarasu does not have a license. They have cut 500 feet for 1 acre and illegally
extracted minerals. No authority mind about this. Why won't anyone ask about it? When
we move one load of soil, they run and seize it. But they have looted all of it. Are you
asking anything about it? Therefore, we don't want the quarry.

21.Thiru. A.P. Chandran, Anaiyagavundampalayam:
“Hello to everyone. The norms of the quarry, what they are, the general public

doesn't know. Let's assume that | don't know either. Now, if we need to ask for opinions,
we should ask only from the people in our panchayat. Okay, that's correct, right sir? They
have been observing it. It's correcf, and when you look at it, they obtained the license for
this quarry in 2021. But the quarry started excavating soil only from 2023. However, for
these two years, they did not have a license. The general public doesn't know this. If you
ask anyone, let's see if anyone knows. Now, for two years, they gave a license to a quarry,
but it was not operational. From 2023, it started operating. So, what happened to the two
years when the license was granted but they were not operating? If you look at it, all the
taxes due to the govemment have been paid by the quarry. They have obtained the permit
certificate. But you gave a license to a quarry that was not operating for two years, saying
it was operational. Is this true in practice‘, or is it not, sir? And if you look at it, you know
how much weight should be on the road for a panchayat road, but without that, every lorry
has been carrying 60 tons, 70 tons. But the road is damaged. Then, the panchayat
president should have been the one to provide the road, and his name has been
tarnished. If you go beyond all this, the agricultural lands around that quarry are
numeroUs.

Tobacco, flat beans, all these have been cultivated as agriculture. If you look at all
this, the dust is flying everywhere. When you come here once, you can see it. If you also
come and see, then we are not lying about it, we are not just coming and talking for the
sake of it; you can practically see it, that's what | am trying to say. In this, what | feel is,
another thing is that those in this panchayat are said to be affected, which everyone
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knows. But people from Puliyampatti, Sathyamangalam, Sembaputhur, and various other
panchayats have come here. So, are they affected by this? They are not affected.
However, they have still come. If that’s the case, you can ask them what their opinion is.
First, even before entering at the entrance, ask them why they have come here? Are they
affected by this in any way? Or, if they have come in support of it, why have they come in
support of it? Ask them this. Without that, in many panchayats, there is nothing. Even
now, | have come here, so providing a name list outside was not possible.

Outsiders from other panchayats, about 200 people, are standing in line. Beyond
those 200 people, | cannot give the list and come here to talk. That's why | gave the list
here itself and started talking here. You are asking who those 200 people are and why
they are affected. You are not allowing the affected people to sit in the front and talk. Even
the police are saying who should enter and who should not and are stopping everyone.
We are not saying anything wrong about you. You are doing your job. But still, the people
from this panchayat are unable fo come inside and talk!

If you seat only the people belonging to this panchayat and collect their opinions,
| will be happy. Beyond this, if you look at it, when a single truck carrying soil goes, saying
that they are taking soil, you catch them. A fine of 2 lakh rupees is imposed on them. They
struggle for 6 months, running to the court, taking risks. But for the same quarry, won't
you give permits for taking soil? If the permits are given properly, why should you catch
them? Why should you impose fines on them? As far as | know, 4 or 5 friends trucks have

been caught, and even today, they are running from the taluk office to the court for years.

But if you see, all of this is known to be illegal according to the law, yet they are
doing it. However, the ones who are affected are the truck owners, drivers, and others
involved. If you see over the years, it is they who are affected by the courts and cases.
Their livelihood is lost. Nothing, for example, my friend bought a truck a year ago for 20

lakh rupees. After running just one load, what profit did he get?

District Environmental Engineer, Perundurai:
Speak only about the quarry-related matters; do not discuss other issues here.

Thiru. A.P. Chandran, Anaiyagavundampalayam:

Otherwise, we are not talking about anything else, sir. These people are also
affected. We don’t want the quarry, sir. Already we are in agricultural land. There is nothing
else; not a single well has been dug beyond 150 feet. But they are digging the quarry 250
feet to 300 feet. If that's the case, where will the water go? It will go towards the low-lying
areas. Then, with the quarry in place, how will there be water in the wells, and how will
we do agriculture? That's why we don’t want the quarry. Even if they come again, we are

ready to protest, and we are okay with that too.
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22.Thiru. Moorthy E.B, Kurumbapalayam:

‘Hello to everyone. In Vinnappalli Panchayat, there are approximafely 4,000
families. This quarry is causing a lot of problems. Agriculture is being affected. The road
from Kurumbapalayam to Anna Nagar has been severely damaged. It has become highly
deteriorated. Transportation is greatly impacted, and the general public is also affected.
For all these reasons, we don’t want the stone quarry. Let the people of our panchayat
live peacefully, with good water, fresh air, and proper hygiene. For any reason, we do not
want the stone quarry, sir.

23.Thiru.Ponnusamy, Kurumbapalayam:

‘l am from Kurumbapalayam village. Near the stone quarry, | have 10 acres of
farmland. Since the stone quarry started, for‘the past 4 years, | have not been able to do
any farming. | have 10 cows and 60 goats. They grazed in the area, and most of them
died from diarrhea. | have also conducted several protests and tried to address this issue.
But I did not get any response from the officials. The smoke and dust keep coming, only
quarry dust is present.

When water is used to wash clothes and dry them, it is impossible to keep the
clothes clean. The water in the tank is completely contaminated and unusable. The entire
area is filled with dust. Due to the blasting activities, since my house is nearby, cracks
have appeared in the house, and it is on the verge of collapsing. | have met several
officials, submitted numerous petitions, and conducted various protests. But | have not
received any response. This is what is happening.

Since this rough stone quarry started in Vinnappalli Panchayat, it has only caused
suffering and losses to all types of people. Nothing good has happened because of it. It's
not just the rough stone quarry; tar companies, M-sand companies, and concrete
companies have all started operating there. With so many companies running there, how
can we survive? Five families here are literally eating soil, not food. When we serve rice
on a plate, soil falls into it. We are enduring such hardships. There isn’t a single place
where | haven’'t submitted petitions or gone to seek justice. After all this, | was left with
only four court cases. When | blocked their path, they hit me with a lorry tipper. They tried
to run me over and kill me. | personally witnessed this. Four cases have been filed against
me, my wife, my son-in-law, and my son in court. They even came to my street and
brought people to beat me when | stood in their way. With this officials acted slowly and
filed four cases against me. How is this justified in any way? That's why we don’t want
this rough stone quarry at all. Please, if you wish for the people of Vinnaplpalli Panchayat
to live peacefully, take action and do this for us. Thank you.”

24.Thiru. Arumugam P., Kurumbapalayam:
“Hello to everyone. | am from Kurumbapalayam. My farmland is located near the

rough stone quarry. Because of the quarry, it is impossible to live well in our village. | have
cultivated banana plants and chilli crops on my farm. If you want, you can come and see

for yourself how much damage has occurred. You can see for yourself in the farm that
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when blasting is done in the quarry, stones fall all over my farmland. | have been
repeatedly saying this, and the stones keep falling continuously. Don’t know what to do

anymore. We don’t want the quarry at all. Thank you.”

25.Thiru. S. Moorthy, Kurumbapalayam:

“Hello to everyone. Because of the rough stone quarry, there is a lot of disturbance
in the nearby farmlands. It is impossible to rear goats and cattles. While milking the cows,
they suddenly get startled by the blasting noise and run away. For this reason, we don't

want the quarry here at all. Thank you."

26.Thiru. Suresh, Panangattupalayam:

“‘Our goats and cattles used to graze here. Because of this rough stone quarry,
chickens and goats have all moved away far from the area. Half of the goats are lost
because of this quarry. At the same time, Manavari farming was diminished. Since this
quarry started, three-fourths of the dryland farming has stopped. For this reason, we don't

want this quarry at all.”

27.Thiru. Kamaraj, Panangattupalayam:

“Hello, Sir. | came from Tiruppur, and it has been a year. For a year, | have been
trying to do farming, but | am unable to continue. Because of the blasting near the forest,
wild boars, deer, and peacocks are entering the farmland. This has completely taken away
my interest in farming. | am now thinking of finishing this year’s farming and going back
to Tiruppur. That's why | don’t want farming anymore. Sorry, | don’t want the quarry either,

and | am even ready to give up farming."

28.Thiru. Jagadeesan, Pachamanallur:

“Hello to everyone. My farmland is located near the rough stone quarry. Blasting is
done at depths of 20 feet to 30 feet. My entire farmland shakes because of this. That’s

why we don’t want the quarry at all.”

29.Thiru. Chinnaraj, Saanarpatti:

“Hello to everyone. My house is a cement sheet-roofed house. It is located 1.5
kilometers away from the quarry. We have built a water tank. This quarry conducts
blasting at 12 o’clock at night. We sleep on the ground, and due to the vibrations and
noise, my cement-roofed house has cracked. We don’t want this quarry at all. Thanks to

everyone."
District Environmental Engineer, Perundurai:

“If anyone from the local area wishes to speak, they may do so. Next, if anyone
wishes to provide their input in writing, they can also submit their representation.”
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30. Thiru. Mugilan:

Hello to everyone. My name is Mugilan. | am from the Tamil Nadu Environmental

Protection Movement (interruption). Please Sit.

Sub- Collector, Gobichettipalayam:

Thiru. Mugilan, just a moment. The local public and others from outside have come
here. They said they weren’t allowed to speak, and they told them to show their Aadhaar
card and then speak. | accepted that. Now, when you are saying you want to speak,
others will also ask to speak. After you speak, if someone else asks, you are creating a
situation where they also have to be allowed. You yourself cannot change this. You cannot
twist the law, speaking one way here and an'other way there. Either allow everyone to
speak or only those with a local address should be allowed to speak. Now you..."
(Interruption)

Thiru. Mugilan:

“Do you agree with what Sir is saying? Right, that’s all. Please sit down quietly."

Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam:

Mugilan, concltjde briefly. Don’t take more than 10—15 minutes.

Thiru. Mugilan:

Hello. My name is Mugilan, and | am the coordinator of the Tamil Nadu
Environmental Protection Movement. To the chairperson of this stone quarry public
hearing meeting, our beloved newly appointed Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO), | first
extend heartfelt congratulations. The reason being that though | am unsure how many of
you are aware that on 28-10-2024, the same RDO issued an order imposing a fine of ¥31
crore 7 lakh and 16,000 on the unauthorized operation of the Thirunavukkarasu rough
stone quarry in this area. So, for issuing and signing this order imposing a fine of ¥31
crore 7 lakh and 16,000, we extend our congratulations and respect to our RDO / Sub-
Collector on behalf of all the people and those who love and protect the land. Now,
regarding this rough stone quarry public hearing, as previously mentioned by the project
proponent, they stated that within a 300-meter radius, there are no houses or house sites,
no EB lines within a 50-meter radius, and no wildlife. According to what A.D. Mines has
stated about the quarry, the entire surrounding area of the quarry is patta land. They
mentioned that the quarry can be operated by leaving a 7.5-meter buffer zone around it.

Let us now look at what conditions have changed and what the official has stated.
First, this is the outer boundary of your village quarry. The project proponent has
mentioned that the forest land is 60 meters away from this area. When we checked using
KML based on latitude and longitude coordinates, | would first like to téll the district
revenue department officials one thing: please do not establish a quarry as a 'part;
establish it as a whole. The reason is that when it is marked as 'part,' it refers to a cent of

land, and the purchaser will subdivide the land. However, these individuals are requesting
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a 10-year quarry lease. They are not subdividing the land because they are unaware.
When 'part' is mentioned, they have clearly stated in the documents, based on latitude
and longitude, that within 26 meters, and within 19 meters, there is a road adjacent to the
forest land. At 26 meters, there is forest land. A quarry should not be established within
50. meters of protected forest areas. This single rule is enough to render this quarry
completely ineligible for establishment. Secondly, this quarry field is Field No. 150. This
field is 51,52. When looking at this field and its southern area, as per the village map,
Field No. 150 has a stream running through it. The quarry must maintain a 50-meter buffer
zone from this stream. ‘

However, in the details provided by the project proponent, it is mentioned that the
stream is 150 meters away. But this stream is within 50 meters. If you check the village
map using the computer available here, and if you examine it under the district
administration's notice using the computer, the stream is not visible. This indicates a major
malpractice. The Tahsildar has signed it, stating it was signed on 05.07.2014, with the
name of approval provided. Therefore, action must be taken against the Tahsildar who
prepared this fraudulent document. Since there is no 50-meter buffer zone for the stream,
permission cannot be granted for this quarry.

Next, it was mentioned that there are no houses within 300 meters from the quarry
site. Upon inspection, we found that in the southeast area of the quarry field, in Field No.
159, according to the revenue department records, there is a house. Generally, it is stated
that only houses documented in government records will be considered. Now, if you visit
the site, the officials might even claim that the house is no longer there. Even if the house
has been demolished or is in ruins, as per the revenue department's order, the house,
whether under UDR (Updated Registry) or as per Naththam land survey classification,
must be recorded in its original status as mentioned in the initial documentation. The
distance report related to the quarry must account for the officially approved house, house
site, stream, path, etc., as per the village map, field map, and ‘A’ register records, which
should be verified. Based on this, a house exists within 298 meters.

Not only that, the honorable Sasikumar, who is Currently with AD Mines, has issued
an order regarding the quarry. What has he stated in the order? He has mentioned that
within a 300-meter radius of the quarry, no temporary or permanent houses, huts, or
worker accommodations should be established. This order was issued by Sasikumar, who
is currently in service. Now, if we inspect the quarry area, we can see whether there are
temporary or permanent worker accommodations. At 81 meters, there is a temporary
worker accommodation and this can be verified using Google images. Similarly, at 113
meters, the're is another temporary worker accommodation. Why they are mentioning the
temporary accommodation, it is because blasting impacts can extend up to 1.5
kilometers. Also to note, Within 300 meters, it poses a threat to life. This is because of the
incident on May 1st in Ariyur, Virudhunagar district, where a blasting accident claimed the
lives of five people. Based on this, it has been clearly stated that no temporary worker
accommodations should be within a 300-meter radius. Since such accommodations exist

here, this quarry cannot and should not be granted legal permission. The responsibility
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for granting permission for this quarry does not lie with the honorable Revenue Divisional
Officer or the District Collector.

This public hearing meeting is being conducted by an independent body called the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, similar to the Election Commission.
Just as the Election Commission conducts elections using the Revenue Department but
remains independent of it, the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority also
conducts this meeting through the Pollution Control Board. Therefore, it must be
understood that our district officials do not have any authority in this matter. If you ask
who is entirely responsible for this process, it is the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority. They are watching this video. During the discussion last month,
they openly admitted to us that in past public hearing meetings, they had approved
projects based on false documents. This was given as a direct verbal admission in front
of us. There were 15 of us present, along with 10 intelligence officers, and it has been
recorded.

Therefore, in this manner, it was stated that for the quarry, we took amounts
ranging from 1,500,000 to ¥5,000,000 per acre. | am not saying this; it was stated by the
Quarry Owners Association, and we showed it to them. They responded by saying, Yes,
we will not make this mistake again. We are also correcting the mistakes we have already
made.

Therefore, based on this, regarding the quarry, houses, like that streams, like that
revenue department forest land, and more importantly, in this field, quarry work must
maintain a 10-meter buffer from poramboke land. What they are stating is that in Field
Nos. 140 and 51, on the eastern side of that party’s site lies Field No. 140 and 140/1.
According to the revenue department records, if you check the ‘A’ register, Field No. 140/1
is clearly poramboke land. As | mentioned earlier, they claimed that the surrounding area
consists only of patta land and that a 7.5-meter buffer is sufficient. However, there is
poramboke land adjacent to it. They have submitted this project report while hiding the
' presence of poramboke land. For poramboke land, it is 10 meters, Field No. 140/1, which
is poramboke land, Field No. 151 is a poramboke land, and since the land is adjacent to
it, legal permission cannot be granted for this quarry. Furthermore, as per the quarry
regulations, quarry owners must construct roads at their own expense for any required
purpose. They are not allowed to use government roads or other people’s paths. This is
clearly mentioned in their procedural order.

They claim that they will construct roads within the leased private area. However,
all the roads they are using are government roads. There is not even a proper cart track.
If you look at Field Nos. 153 and 158, both are government poramboke land. They have
encroached on Fields 153 and 158 to build roads and are transporting stones from the
northern side. They have encroached on a significant portion of government land. Not
only that, but they have also encroached on forest land to build roads. You have inspected
this site and imposed a fine of ¥31 crore 7 lakh. This Sai Sada quarry has entirely

encroached on government poramboke land, which is a factual situation. Therefore, this
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quarry cannot be granted permission. Furthermore, as per the Minor Minerals Concession
Rule 36, measurements of the quarry area must be taken from the outer boundary of the
quarry based on latitude and longitude coordinates, maintaining a distance of 300 meters.
The rule clearly states that measurements must be taken from the outer edge of the
excavation area of the quarry.

Previously, here in the same division, near T.N. Palayam in Gobi Taluk, in
Goundampalayam village, Indirani and Kandhasamy quarries faced similar issues. The
District Collector issued orders twice to measure the quarry area, but the then Tahsildar,
Kandhasamy, submitted a false survey report. We have filed complaints and cases
against him for this. So, you can see that the VAO has signed. Instead of measuring 300
meters from the outer boundary of the quarry, they have measured 300 meters from the
center of the quarry. This is documented on Page 66A, where it is clearly shown. If a
quarry operator measures 300 meters from the center of a 10-acre quarry, the
measurement will end within the quarry itself. Then, how can houses and other structures
be accounted for? Hence, this issue has already caused significant problems. Recently,
in Kangeyam Taluk, a VAO named Tamilselvi has submitted an apology letter. For the fear
of losing her job and because of ignorance, | made a mistake like that. The District Sub-
Collector should take appropriate action regarding this. Legally, there is no provision to
grant permission for this quarry based on the evidence provided. Furthermore, we, the
public, place complete trust in officials, believing they will resolve our issues.

If the project proponent says there is a 60-meter buffer to the forest land, it is
acceptable. However, even the honorable DFO, Thiru. Venkat Prabhu, an IFS officer, has
given a false record in this document. If you check Page No. 116 of the Environmental
Impact Assessment Report, he has provided it. How can a forest officer give such a false
record? Because the rule states that a quarry should not be within 50 meters of a
protected forest area. This is why a quarry should not be within 1 kilometer of tiger reserve
forests. Previously, a similar issue occurred near T.N. Palayam, in Thuraiyampalayam,
where an illegal quarry operated on joint land. Blasting incidents occurred, and two people
died in August of that year. Yet, he didn't file a single complaint. Five complaints were filed
up to the Q-Branch level, but he did not register even one. If forest officials themselves
act this way, who will protect the land? | am pointing this out because it is documented
here. Otherwise, | would not have talked it in another place. Therefore, legal action must
be taken against him. The VAO has also certified on Page 117 and the quarry should be
located 50 meters away from low-tension power lines. However, here, just like the forest
land is within 26 meters, the low-tension power line is only 1 kilometer away. Even now,
if you inspect, you will find that low-tension power lines exist within the 50-meter buffer
zone around all quarries. Why did you not mention this? That is a rule violation. For
instance, in Tiruppur district, our honorable DEE worked there. In Tiruppur district, in
Sarkar Thattan Kanni village, at Venkalapalayam, the permission for Palanisamy Quarry
was stopped by the District Collector solely because a low-tension power line was located
at a distance of 11 meters. Just after granting permission. Even before granting it, we are

pointing out how many legal violations exist. Therefore, there are clear violations.
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Moreover, regarding this quarry, they might have brought many people claiming it
provides employment opportunities. But have théy given any worker insurance, LIC, or
PF? Nothing has been provided. ESI, PF, and life insurance must all be in place. Many of
our friends have gathered here. Let me ask today, whether it's for the workers who died
in Thuraiyampalayam or any other worker, we fought and managed to get %24 lakh
compensation in Karur Kuptam. Hence such a situation has arisen. Furthermore, if the
quarry excavation exceeds the permitted area, the quarry license will be canceled. If more
is excavated than permitted, it will be revoked which they are saying. This quarry has
already started excavation, sir. Now they are applying for a license. They claim it is a
'virgin quarry." What should a virgin quarry look like? It should be covered with grass and
plants. But, the area already shows signs of excavation before the quarry even began
operations. Therefore, appropriate action must be taken against this.

Furthermore, regarding this land, Field No. 152/4 belongs to Muthan. All of these
lands, including Field No. 154, have already been subject to disputes and were taken to
the Sathyamangalam Sub-Court. Revenue officials themselves have certified that this is
Panchami land. Similarly, the pattas for Fields 151 and 152 are Panchami land. According
to law, Panchami land can only be sold by members of one Scheduled Caste community
to another Scheduled Caste community. However, this land has been purchased by the
quarry. The honorable RDO should review these documents and take appropriate action.
Otherwise, we will take these records to Chennai and submit them ourselves. It is being
reported that a scam of ¥32 crore has occurred by illegally seizing land belonging to
Scheduled Caste people. Now that one is with 'Sai Sada Quarry,' and the land belongs to
Palani’'s sons—Muthan, Maran, ahd Suppan, as stated in the ‘A’ register. Therefore, a
proper investigation should be conducted into this matter to determine the rightful
ownership of the land. Additionally, there is a tar plant in this area. Regarding tar plants,
the respected District Environmental Engineer is here, Pollution Control Board (TNPCB),
and you, the book published by TNPCB mentions criteria for tar plants. What is the
criterion? The tar plant must be located at least 5 kilometers away from protected forest
areas. Only if it is 5 kilometers away can permission for the tar plant be granted. If you
- ask why? The tar smoke will deteriorate the reproductive abilities of the wildlife and that
is the matter.”

Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam: “Mugilan, given 15 minutes time is over.”

Thiru. Mugilan:

“So, a tar plant should not be within 500 meters of a house, and an EB line should
not be within 500 meters either. The reason is that if tar particles stick to the EB line, it
could cause the line to snap and fall, endangering humans and wildlife which is on the
basis for such a regulation. This is the situation here. Similarly, regarding the quarry, there
is no greenbelt. On the roads, vehicles exceeding 10 tons are being used. Regarding
blasting, they are not using Nonel blasting. There should not be any quarrying activity
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after 5 PM, as per any law. However, these activities are continuing here. The same
applies to crushers and M-sand operations as well.

So, this is the situation. Finally, | want to make one point regarding the study period
for this quarry. The TOR (Terms of Reference) was issued only on 31-05-2024. However,
they have mentioned in the project summary, clearly on the first page of the report, that
they conducted the study three months prior, from March 1 to May 31. Permission for the
study was granted on 31-05-2024, but they claim to have completed the study on March
1, 90 days before they were even told what to study. Around this quarry, within 50 meters
there is forest land, within 50 meters a stream, and within 50 meters an EB line; within 10
meters, there is a cart track; within 300 meters, there are houses and temporary worker
accommodations; and within 500 meters, there is an elevated water tank and borewélls
should not be present. This quarry is there. Therefore, it's not just this quarry but all the
quarries in this area that are operating with rule violations. If everything were legally
compliant, we cannot have objections or complaints. Regarding this quarry and its so-
called development, we want to make it clear that in 2017, our Chief Minister explicitly
stated on his Facebook page that the government should consider importing natural river
sand from foreign countries. On November 17, 2017, the Chief Minister wrote on his
Facebook page that we do not need stones, sand, or M-sand. Therefore, we demand that
neither stone quarries nor river sand extraction should be allowed here. This illegal stone
quarry, particularly Sai Sada Quarry, should not be granted permission. Since all the
quarries that have applied for permission have violations, action must be taken against
them. With this, | thank you for the opportunity and conclude my speech. Thanks.

31.Thiru. P. Sakthivel:

“Comrades, just as you listened carefully to how our comrade Mugilan spoke, you
should listen in the same manner. Why? Because, just as a coin has two sides, every
issue also has two sides. However, you seem unwilling to accept one side. You are not
allowing it inside, and came outside, you are using inappropriate words. What is the point
of being inside? In a democratic country, even this cannot be openly discussed. What
does that mean? That is what | am questioning. He came, spoke for 20 or 30 minutes,
and expressed his opinions. Similarly, don’t | have the right to express my opinions and
record them? Why are you refusing to listen to that right? The government has always
been granting approval for all of our lawful protests.If that is the case, conduct a lawful
protest. During this public hearing, you have threatened and driven everyone out. Almost
a lot of people have been (interruption).

This same intimidation is what | am speaking about. Stay calm, shall we? Alright, |
will share my opinion, and please listen to it properly. In this world, everything valuable is
obtained by digging into the earth. Gold has to be mined from underground. Diamonds
have to be mined from underground. Coal must be mined from the earth. Petrol has to be
extracted from beneath the surface. All the natural resources in this world have to be
obtained by digging into the land. Is that clear? This Sai (interruption).”

18



Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam:
“Sakthivel, whatever you say, please address the camera while speaking. You are
not addressing the people. Whatever you say, address the camera. Alright, everyone,

please remain calm. Calm down, Calm down.”

Thiru. P. Sakthivel: ;

I have the right to express my opinion, and | will speak my opinion. They have laid
a 700-meter road here, installed 300 pipe connections, and done good for everyone. You
are only talking about goats and cattle, but you are not speaking about humans. Everyone
here who is talking is living in concrete houses; no one lives in huts. Right? You ask for
concrete, roads, and stones, but where do these come from? They come from these
_places. Right? (Interruption)."

Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam:

“Sakthivel, if you have any opinions, speak them while addressing the camera. You
are not here to campaign to the people."

Thiru. P. Sakthivel:

“This Sai Sada Quarry has been serving the people for a long time, for about 4
years. During this time, they have been providing everyone with stones and roads at a
lower cost. Similarly, they are saying that they have only been doing good for the people.
Express your opinions; | am saying that we want Sai Sada Quarry, we want Sai Sada
Quarry, we want Sai Sada Quarry. That’s all.

(Interruption) ‘

Sub- Collector, Gobichettipalayam: “Please remain calm, remain calm.”

32.Thiru. Suresh, Sathyamangalam: 4

Please remain calm, everyone, please remain calm. My name is Suresh from
Sathyamangalam. | am a mechanic. | came here from ‘Sathyamangalam éfter hearing
about this issue. That's why | have come here. Please understand that for farmers
(inferruption).

Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam:
"Those who are speaking, who are you? Have you given your names? Where have

you given them? Conclude briefly within 2 minutes. Please remain calm, little calm please"
Thiru. Suresh:

"We are not against the farming community."

(Interruption)
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Sub- Collector, Gobichettipalayam:
"Let him speak for two minutes and finish within two minutes.”

Thiru. Suresh:

"l am here to speak generally, not in favor of one side or the other. Generally, if
establishing this quarry, for people and farmers opposition is there. Because of that if they
are suffering, and are affected, | will be completely oppose the quarry. | am not saying
that no to that. First, if this is addressed, somewhat it is good, Problems are solved. If it it
cause no harm to people or farmers,then | wholeheartedly welcome it. This is my opinioh,
and after thoroughly investigating and confirming that there is no harm to farmers or the
farming community, | support the establishment of this quarry. This is my personal opinion,

and no one should misunderstand or take it as a controversy. Thank you."

33. Thiru. Natarajan, Farmers Association

Hello, I am speaking on behalf of farmers as part of the Farmers Association. The
key issues have already been addressed by Mugilan, so there is no need to repeat them.
That is, the dust particles that fly from the quarry and travel for kilometers, settling on
crops in the surrounding area. This makes farming impossible. Secondly, the dust settles
on the grass where cattle graze, preventing goats and cattles from feeding on it. This dust
travels up to approximately two kilometers, creating significant problems in the area.
Another issue is that they have excavated beyond the permitted limits. They claim this is
a virgin quarry, but that is false. The area has already been excavated, and before
obtaining permission, the groundwater in the surrounding areas has been entirely
depleted. As a result, farming is no longer feasible. Borewells and other wells have

-completely dried up. Additionally, as per government regulations, vehicles transporting
stones should carry no more than 10 tons. However, they are transporting 40 tons per
vehicle, which is a major violation. These are not rules we created; these are government
regulations. Government imposed regulation, yet government officials themselves are
granting permissions and allowing these violations. That is one instance involved a farmer
questioning a vehicle owner, asking how they could transport 40 tons when the limit is 10
tons. In retaliation, the quarry owner filed a false case stating that those four members of
the farmer’s family has broke the leg of the quarry owner and filed a false case against
them with the police. Those four individuals are now walking for legal proceedings. This
has become a severe injustice in the region. Previously, no one stood up to question
these actions. Today, we are here, and all are here and also people are wake aware of
this."

Please ensure that no further violations occur in the future. | request that
permission not be granted for this quarry. Secondly, it is entirely Panchami land, as
Mugilan has already stated. It is recorded as such in the ‘A’ register. Therefore, just like
the previous quarry, this one should also be immediately stopped. Like that we don’t need
Sai Sada quarry. For this people this is what you said. As stated earlier, those who spoke

before mentioned where sand can be sourced from? It can be imported from foreign
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countries, and there is plenty of artificial sand available at low costs. Yet, they refuse to
permit this and instead continue exploiting the resources here. Secondly, regarding
environmental officials, our EE does not even answer phone calls. If someone tries to file
a complaint and calls to report violations occurring here, neither the EE nor the AE
answers the phone. What is the status of a previously submitted complaint? What
happened to it? Even for such inquiries, they do not respond. There is no problem and
for everytime, is it possible to directly approach Perundurai for every issue. Therefore,
this site criteria, nearly to obtain 10 departments to grant permission. Theré are about 36
to 38 regulations in place, yet not a single regulation is being followed here. | am saying
this outright everything in this area is a violation.

This quarry is entirely a violation of rules. These are the regulations laid down by
the govérnment; we have not introduced any new rules. The people here have not passed
resolutions through the Panchayat, nor have | individually brought in any resolutions. It is
the resolutions set by government officials that they are violating. For this, false
documentation is being provided by the government officials themselves, which is very
evident. Therefore, if certification is provided fraudulently, the measurements must be
taken from the site of the quarry itself, as per the rules. But Measurements taken from the
center of the site, but not from the edges. How is this correct in any way? Hence, | request
that immediate corrective measures be taken, and action must be taken againét the
officials who committed these violations. Permission'for this quarry must not be granted.
Secondly, appropriate action must be taken against the officials who have issued false
certificates. | request the RDO to take strict action regarding this and thank you for the
opportunity. Thanks.

Sub-Collector, Gobichettipalayam:
_ "This meeting can be concluded here. If anyone else wishes to express their opinion,
please submit it to me in writing."

The District Environmental Engineer stated that the public hearing was properly
recorded. He mentioned that if there are any written comments to be mentioned in this
meeting, they could be submitted to the District Collector's office. On behalf of the TNPCB
Board and the District administration, he extended gratitude to all participants of the public
hearing and declared the session has concluded. |

With this, the public hearing has concluded.
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Further, the following letters were submitted directly by the people during the
meeting. The individuals/organizations that submitted their letters (copies attached) are:

Number of written statments received for opposing the establishment of quarry:
From Tmt, Rangammal to Mr. Narayanasamy, total of about 42 written records for

oppositions.

Number of written statments received for supporting the establishment of quarry:
From Thiru. K. Shakthivel to Mr.Jayakanthan, total of about 484 written records for

supporting.

Other Enclosures:
1) Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily News paper
Tamil & English dated 29.10.2024)
2) Copy of Attendance sheet of the public hearing meeting along with
photographs and DVD Disc recorded with the entire proceedings of public

hearing. :
-ﬁ:\w @ 2y
District Environmental Engineer, Sub-Collector,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Gobichettipalayam Division,
Perundurai Erode District
Ko
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