MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH
STONE QUARRY OF M/S. SR MINES AND MINERALS, S.F.NO. 10/1 (BLOCK-6),
PADALUR (EAST) VILLAGE, ALATHUR TALUK, PERAMBALUR DISTRICT
OVER AN EXTENT OF 2.20.00 HECTARES AT M/S. SRI YENKATESWARA
THIRUMANA MANDAPAM, KANNAN COMPLEX, OOTATHUR ROAD,
PADALUR VILLAGE, ALATHUR TALUK, PERAMBALUR ON 23.07.2026 AT

10:30 AM.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:

1. Thiru. S.Sornaraj : | Personal Assistant to the District Collector
(General)/ Deputy Collector
Perambalur District. |

2. | Tmt. S. Vijaya Priya : | District Environmental Engineer,

' Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Perambalur District.

PROPRIETOR:

3. ‘Proprietor - M/s. SR Mines and Project-1

Minerals M/s. SR Mines and Minerals,

S.F.No. 10/1 (Block-6),
Padalur East Village,
‘Alathur Taluk,
Perambalur District.

The total number of people who attended the meeting, including the Propriétor of the

quarry, Government Officials, Environmental Activists and the General Public was 612.
(Copy of the attendance register is attached herewith). '

" District En\;ironmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur,
said “On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the District Administration,
1 warmly welcome the Personal Assistant (General) to the District Collector and Personal
Assistant to District Collector (General), who has graciously presided over this public hearing
for the proposed Rough Stone Quarry of M/s. SR Mines & Minerals, to be established in
Survey No. 10/1 (Block—6), with a total extent of 2.20.00 hectares, at Padalur East Village,

Alathur Taluk, Perambalur District. I also extend my welcome to the officials of various




government departments, members of the public, volunteers, police officials, and friends
from the print and electronic media. Since the proposed quarry falls within a quarry cluster
having a 500-metre radius, with a total cluster area of 14.70.6 hectares, this public hearing is
being conducted as part of the process for obtaining Environmental Clearance from the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA). Notice regarding today's public hearing
was published well in advance, on 13.06.2026, in The New Indian Express (English daily)
and Dina Thanthi (Tamil daily), thereby providing more than 30 days' prior notice. In
addition, pamphlets were distributed and announcements were made through loudspeakers in
Padalur and the surrounding villages to ensure that the local public was informed about the
public hearing.The Project Consultant for the project will now present a detailed explanation
of the proposed project. Thereafter, members of the public may express their views one by
one after stating their name and address. All the views expressed during this public hearing
will be audio and video recorded and forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment

Authority. I now invite the Project Consultant to provide a detailed presentation on the

project. Thank you.”

Project Consultant: The project consultant explained the project to the public through a

Power Point Presentation.
District Environmental Engineer: She further stated:

“Members of the public may now express their views. Before presenting your opinion, please
state your name and place of residence, and then clearly express your views. All the opinions

recorded here will be audio and video recorded and forwarded to the State Environment

Impact Assessment Authority.”
Personal Assistant to District Collector (General): He addressed the gathering as follows:

“Members of the public may come forward and express their views from the stage. Before
speaking, kindly state your name and village. Then briefly state, in two or three sentences,
whether you support or oppose the proposed quarry. As a large number of people have
gathered today, we would like to hear from as many participants as possible. Therefore, 1
request each speaker to conclude within two to three minutes so that everyone gets an
opportunity to express their views. I also request you not to include any irrelevant remarks or

unnecessary statements in your speech. You have complete freedom to express your opinion,



as this is a public hearing meant to receive public views. However, I kindly request that your

opinions be expressed in a polite and dignified manner, clearly stating whether you support or

oppose the project. Thank you.”

1. Thiru. Kumar, Therani

“Greetings to all the villagers. I am Kumar from Therani. We have gathered here today to
participate in this public hearing, not to argue about water. If the public remains calm,
everyone will be able to hear what is being said. Therefore, I request everyone to maintain
silence. I am the Union Secretary of the All India Agricultural Labourers' Union, Alathur. We
must carefully examine whether this quarry will affect agriculture or not. The purpose of this
public hearing is to determine whether the quarry should be permitted or not. I am not here to
argue either in favour of or against the quarry. If the quarry is permitted, it should be operated
strictly in accordance with the Government's laws and regulations, ensuring that no harm is
caused to farmers, agriculture, livestock, goats, or cattle. At present, quarry operators usually
construct only earthen bunds around the quarry. As human beings, we know that we may fall
into the quarry if we are careless, but goats and cattle do not. Today, livestock are as valuable
as gold. Therefore, I request all quarry operators to properly fence the entire quarry area, .
plant trees around it, and strictly follow all Government rules. I am not saying that the quarry
should not be established. I support the quarry. Today, natural sand is not readily available.
Whether it is for constructing houses or laying roads, quarry materials are essential. I request
the public to listen carefully. Many people are making noise without even understanding the
purpose of this meeting. People from the surrounding villages, including Thiruvalakurichi,
Padalur, Alathur Gate, Irur, Perumalpalayam, Therani, and nearby areas, should first-
understand what is being discussed before expressing their views. If everyone continues
shouting, nobody can hear the proceedings. Today, knowledge and technology are advancing
rapidly. We cannot simply say 'yes' or 'no' without proper consideration. Sometimes the
Government permits sand reaches to operate, and sometimes it closes them. Many people
depend on quarry materials for building houses and for their livelihoods. The quarry also
provides employment. If a few of us oppose it, many others may lose their livelihood.
Therefore, I am not opposing the quarry. However, it must operate strictly within the legal
framework prescribed by the Government. There is a crusher unit near Therani Four Road.
The public finds it difficult to trave;l through that area because of pollution. We have

submitted petitions at least ten times. We never demanded that the crusher be closed. We



only requested that it should function without causing inconvenience to the public. We asked
them to construct a proper compound wall. A wall of at least 20 feet in height is required to
prevent dust from escaping, but instead they constructed only a three-foot wall. This problem
affects not only us but also people travelling from Therani and Thiruvalakurichi. Dust spreads
heavily whenever people pass through that area. Because of the negligence of one operator,
all crusher owners earn a bad reputation. Therefore, I request the authorities to summon those
responsible, along with the Crusher Owners' Association, and advise them that the actions of
one operator should not create problems fbr everyone. The public should not suffer. Farmers
are affected by the dust generated from crusher operations. Years ago, when 1 worked at
Saroja at the age of ten, we used traditional methods. At that time, even that work generated
income. Today, technology has advanced considerably, and proper compound walls can be
constructed. There is still a crusher located on the main road. Because it has been managed
properly, no accidents have occurred due to dust. Similarly, all quarry operators should
ensure that farmers are not affected in any way and should strictly comply with all

Government regulations. This is my opinion. I extend my full support. Thank you.”

2. Thiru. Vinayagam, Therani Village

“Greetings to all the officials and fellow farmers. There is no law stating that only
landowners are entitled to speak at this meeting. The Right to Information Act, 2005,
recognizes the right of any person to express their views. Therefore, anyone may speak if
they believe it is for the public good. I support the establishment of the rough stone quarry
because I own two acres of agricultural land near the proposed quarry site, where I have
cultivated groundnut. I possess the patta/chitta, survey map, and photographs of my land. The
proposed quarry has not caused any inconvenience or damage to my agricultural land. If the
authorities have any doubts, they may immediately inspect my land in person. I am fully
prepared to cooperate. Rainfall has become scarce. Therefore, we should not make baseless
allegations and prevent beneficial projects from being implemented. Since the Government
has prohibited sand mining in the Cauvery River, people now rely on crusher materials
instead of purchasing illegally mined sand. We even request crusher operators to reduce their
prices by %100 so that we can afford to build our houses. Therefore, I support the
establishment of the quarry. I express this opinion on behalf of the public as Vinayagam,

Assistant President of the Farmers' Association, Therani Village.”



Personal Assistant to District Collector (General): He stated: “Women participants may

now come forward and express their views.”
3. Thiru. Dharmaraj, Rajamalai, Thiruvalakurichi

“Around forty to fifty families reside in our village, Rajamalai. We depend entirely on the

stone quarry for our livelihood. Therefore, we need this quarry.”

4, Tmt. Kalpana, MGR Colony, Padalur

“I am a member of the Construction Workers' Union and have been engaged in construction
work. The crushers in this region operate mainly around Uthangal and Thiruvalakurichi, and
the materials produced there are transported to other places. If we do not support the crushers
and stone quarries in our own area, construction materials will have to be brought from
elsewhere; increasing transportation costs and ultimately imposing additional expenses on the
public. Many people depend on this industry for their livelihood. Products such as P-sand, M-
sand, and jelly are essential construction materials. We cannot manage without them. Since
there is a shortage of Cauvery river sand, we should support the quarry. At the same time,
barren lands should be developed by planting trees, shrubs, and vegetation to regulate the
temperature. Only by growing trees can we improve our water resources. Thank you. ] am

grateful for the opportunity.”

5. Thiru. Jeganathan, Uthangal

“I work as a lorry driver. Whenever I travel to other states for work, I face great difficulty

because I do not know the local language. If this quarry operates in our own area, we can

work locally as lorry drivers and remain close to our families. Therefore, we support this

stone quarty.”
6. Thiru. Nagaraj, Uthangal

“Greetings to everyone. If this quarry operates, it will benefit lorry drivers and all other

workers. Without the quarry, we will lose those benefits.”

7. Thiru. Periyasamy, Therani

“My name is Periyasamy from Therani. We need the stone quarry.”



8. Thiru. ..., Therani (Name not mentioned)
“Greetings to everyone. We need the stone quarry.”
9. Tmt, Thangam, Perumalpalayam

“We were once bonded laborers. We have been living here for forty years, and today nearly
one hundred families from our community reside in this area. We need the hill (quarry). Our
children have no employment. Just as farmers depend on agriculture for their livelihood, we
depend on stone-breaking work. We were brought here as bonded laborers from Delhi. For
the past ten years, we have not been given access to the quarry. Please give us the quarry.

Otherwise, send us back to North India as bonded laborers, and we will somehow survive

there.”

10. Tmt. Deivaanai, Therani

“We are from Therani. Both women and men are engaged in manufacturing construction

materials through quarry-related work. Thank you. Vanakkam.”
11. Tmt. Lakshmi, Perumalpalayam

“We are from Perumalpalayam. We belong to the community engaged in stone-breaking
work. We own no property. About thirty years ago, we migrated here from North India and

settled in this area. We need the stone quarry. We request the Government to permit the

quarry. Thank you.”
12. Thiru. Ilayaraja, Thiruvalakurichi

“I am a farmer. We do not want this stone quarry. Dust emitted from the crusher settles on
agricultural fields, severely affecting farming. Since quarrying involves excavating rocks to
great depths, the groundwater level has declined significantly, resulting in severe water
scarcity. The well that supplies drinking water to Thiruvalakurichi village is also located near
the quarry. Therefore, people should think carefully about the long-term consequences.
Airborne dust particles cause respiratory illnesses, including asthma, among the public. Last

year, six children accidentally fell into quarry pits and were injured. If it had been our own



children, no one would support the quarry. As stated in the Thirukkural: 'Only those who live
by cultivating the land truly live; all others survive by depending on others.' This means that
those who earn their livelihood through agriculture and live on the food they produce are

truly self-reliant, whereas others depend on others for their survival. Keeping this in mind, I

~ urge everyone to protect the livelihood of farmers. Therefore, 1 oppose the establishment of

this quarry. Thank you for giving me this opportunity.”
13. Thiru. Mahamuni, Padalur
“We need the stone quarry. It will provide employment opportunities for drivers.”

14. Thiru. Perumal, Uthangal

“Only if there is a stone quarry can roads, houses, and other buildings be constructed.

Therefore, this quarry is absolutely necessary. Thank you.”
15. Thiru. Kaliyaperumal, Therani

“We need the stone quarry.”

16. Tmt. Amutha, Alathur

“] am Amutha from Alathur. We need the stone quarry.”
17. Tmt. Selvamani, Alathur

“I am from Alathur. We need the stone quarry.”

18. Thiru. Rajendran, Therani Village

“The quarry should be permitted. However, like liquor shops, quarries should also be located
at an appropriate distance from residential areas. It is difficult to drive on the roads because
of dust, which also settles on agricultural fields. Taking goats and cattle out for grazing has
become difficult. Therefore, the quarry should operate strictly in accordance with
Government regulations and effective dust control measures. If these facilities cannot be

provided, then the quarry should not be allowed to operate.”



19. Tmt. Vasantha, Uthangal

“We need the stone quarry. Only if the quarry operates will construction materials such as M-

sand and jelly be available for building houses and other structures. Therefore, we need the

quarry. Thank you.”
20. Thiru, Kumar, Uthangal, Padalur

“We need the stone quarry. Our livelihood depends entirely on the quarry. Therefore, we

need it.”

Personal Assistant to District Collector (General): He invited more men to come forward
and express their views. He also requested that no one stand at the entrance and advised those
who could not find seats inside the hall to wait in the dining hall downstairs. He assured

everyone that those who came inside would be free to express their views.
21, Thiru. Raja, Therani, Union Secretary, Tamil Nadu Farmers' Association

“We need the stone quarry. At the same time, we are not satisfied with the present
functioning of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. There are many shortcomings, and
enforcement measures are inadequate. Since the Pollution Control Board is conducting this
public hearing, I request the authorities to ensure that all regulations are strictly implemented

and appropriate action is taken wherever necessary. We support the quarry.”

22. Tmt. Manimegalai, Padalur

“River sand required for construction is not available in our area. The price of sand has gone
up to ¥1,50,000, making it unaffordable for ordinary people. Only because crushers are

operating do we have alternative construction materials such as M-sand and P-sand.

Therefore, we need the stone quarry.”
23. Tmt, Dhanalakshmi, Alathur Gate

“We need the stone quarry.”



24. Thiru. Selvakumar, Thiruvalakurichi Village

“We do not want the stone quarry. It severely affects the groundwater table. At present, our
village receives drinking water only once a week. If more quarries are established and

groundwater continues to decline, there may be no drinking water available in the future.

Therefore, we oppose the quarry.”
25. Thiru. Paramasivam, Thiruvalakurichi

“We need the stone quarry. Without it, it is not possible to build houses. Therefore, we

support the quarry.”
26. Thiru. ..., Perumalpalayam (Name not mentioned)

“If there is no stone quarry, we have no other means of livelihood. We own no agricultural
land and have no alternative occupation. Stone breaking is our only source of income. We

need the stone quarry. It is essential for the survival of our children.”

27. Thiru. Venkatesh, Perumalpalayam

“A large number of workers in the three villages sutrounding our area depend on stone-
breaking work for their livelihood. Therefore, we need this industry. Without it, the
livelihood of our families will be severely affected. Hence, this stone quarry should be

allowed to operate properly. Thank you.”

28. Tmt. Shantha, Thiruvalakurichi

“Ever since I can remember, people have earned their livelihood by manually breaking stones
_in ihese hills. If people had opposed the first crusher when it was established, perhaps it could
have been stopped. Now that four crushers are operating, it is no longer possible to stop them
completely. Even if we object now, no one is likely to listen. Therefore, the quarry‘ may
operate, but it should do so in such a way that it does not cause any inconvenience or harm to
the public or to livestock. Quarry operators and those engaged in stone-breaking work should
cooperate to provide proper safety measures for schoolchildren travelling along the roads. In
particular, a proper road should be provided to Rajamalai village, and transport facilities

should be arranged for schoolchildren. Thank you. Vanakkam.”



29. Thiru. Ilayaraja, Uthangal

“We work as drivers. Only if this quarry operates will we have employment as drivers.
Agriculture is also important. Necessary measures should be taken to ensure that the quarry
operates properly without causing problems. Since the quarry is important for our livelihood,

we extend our support to this project. Thank you.”

Personal Assistant to District Collector (General): He invited those who were standing to
come forward if they wished to express their views. Those who did not wish to speak were

requested to wait in the dining hall downstairs.

30, Tmt, Radhika, Alathur Gate

“Greetings to the members of the public and the Government officials. We support the stone
quarry. At the same time, | request that it be established and operated in such a way that it

does not cause any disturbance or damage to any agricultural crops. Thank you.”

31. Tmt. Ranjitham, Perumalpalayam

“We are engaged in agriculture. Many people have expressed support for the stone quarry.
However, the quarry should be operated in such a way that our agricultural activities are not
affected. Trees should be planted around the quarry, and adequate protective measures should

be provided to control dust and other impacts. Thank you.”

32. Tmt, Chitra, Perumalpalayam

“Greetings to everyone. We support the stone quarry. At the same time, I request that it be

operated properly without causing any adverse impact on agriculture. Thank you.”

33. Tmt. Rani, Alathur Gate

“We need the stone quarry. However, it should operate in such a manner that it does not

cause any inconvenience or harm to the public.”



34. Tmt. Karpagam

“Thank you, everyone. We support the stone quarry. At the same time, it should operate

without causing any damage to agricultural lands.”

35. Tmt. Sudha, Alathur Gate

“We need the stone quarry in our area. However, it should operate without causing any harm

to anyone.”
36. Thiru. Vijayaraja, Rajamalai, Thiruvalakurichi Village

“It cannot be said that this quarry will bring only benefits or only adverse impacts. Both exist.
If the quarry operates, many people in our area will gain employment. At the same time,
school children face great difficulty in travelling to and from school because there are two or
three crusher units in the area. Therefore, proper road facilities should be provided to ensure
the safe movement of students. My father and mother have been engaged in stone-breaking
work for the past forty to fifty years. This is the only occupation I know, and I continue to do
the same work. The three crushers should provide employment to workers like us. We have
repeatedly requested the Government to provide proper roads for school children, but no
action has been taken. I request the crusher owners to construct roads. A separate road should
be provided for school children, apart from the road used by lorries. We need the stone quarry
because it provides employment to about forty to fifty families. People who own agricultural
land can depend on farming, whereas the rest of us depend on quarry-related work. Around
forty people receive employment through agriculture, and another forty through quarry-
related activities. Although agriculture is affected to some extent, the employment generated
for forty to fifty people makes the quarry necessary. Therefore, the quarry should be operated -

after providing the necessary facilities for the benefit of the public.”

37. Tmt. Dhanalakshmi, Padalur

“Greetings to everyone present here. Although it is unfortunate that agriculture is affected,
many people depend on the quarry for their livelihood. Therefore, the Government should
ensure that the quarry is operated properly without affecting anyone's livelihood. At present,



excessive use of explosives causes severe ground vibrations, and even household articles fall
due to the tremors. I request that such impacts be minimized by using explosives only within
the permitted limits and by operating the quarry strictly in accordance with Government

regulations.Thank you. Vanakkam.”

38. Tmt. Priya, Padalur

“I support this stone quarry. At the same time, it should be operated in such a manner that it

does not cause any inconvenience or harm to the public. Thank you.”
39. Tmt, Pechiyammal, Padalur

“We need the stone quarry. Padalur needs the stone quarry.”

40. Tmt. Maheswari, Padalur

“We need the stone quarry.”

41. Tmt. Kamaladevi, Padalur

“We support the stone quarry.”

Personal Assistant to District Collector (General); He requested that anyone else wishing

to express their views should do so briefly and clearly.
42. Thiru. ..., Thiruvalakurichi (Name not mentioned)

“It is difficult to explain all our concerns in a short time during a public hearing. T am from
Thiruvalakurichi. It is enough if the people of my village know who I am; there is no need for
others to know my identity. We speak of the quarry as a source of livelihood. I ask those

among us who actually depend on the quarry for their livelihood to raise their hands.”

Personal Assistant to District Collector (General): He requested the speaker to confine his

remarks to his opinion on the project.

The speaker continued: “The main sources of livelihood in our village are agriculture and
livestock rearing, Most households own milch cattle, and agriculture is the backbone of our

village. Everyone is aware of the impacts caused by the quarries. We are farmers. Under the



present circumstances, people have been compelled to support the quarry. Quarry owners
claim that they provide employment to local people, but in reality, they own and operate the
vehicles themselves. While they say that jobs are available, educated youth from our village
are often denied employment even when vacancies exist. Although we welcome you, do you
genuinely welcome us? It should be done wholeheartedly. The people of our village have not
come here voluntarily to support the quarry; they have been compelled by circumstances. The
children of many people present here are not employed in the quarry. That is the truth. We do
need the quarry, but we have one request to the crusher owners. If the quarry is permitted to
operate, fair employment opportunities should first be provided to all local people. If the
quarry owners extract the mineral resources from our area while bringing workers, vehicles,
and transport arrangements from outside, what opportunities will remain for the local people?
Our water resources and agriculture, which are our primary means of livelihood, must be
protected. The benefits of the quarry should not be confined to a few individuals but should
be shared by the surrounding communities. We request the authorities to ensure this. During
our discussions with the crusher owners, we agreed to extend our support on these conditions.

Thank you.”
43, Tmt.Devi, Former Ward Member, Rajamalai

“Greetings to everyone. We support the quarry. At the same time, I would like to place a few
requests before the quarry owners. For many years, the people of Rajamalai have been
requesting proper road facilities. Safe roads and educational support should be provided to
enable school children to travel safely to and from school. Since most of the people in
Rajamalai depend on stone-breaking work for their livelihood, assistance should also be
extended to their families and school-going children. The excessive use of explosives in the
quarry poses risks to the public and even endangers lives. Therefore, explosives should be
.used only within the permitted limits, and the quarry should be operated in a manner that

does not cause harm to the public or the surrounding environment. Thank you.”

Personal Assistant to District Collector (General): He requested the public to submit any

written representations they wished to make.
44. Thiru. Thangarasu, Therani

“We need the stone quarry.”



Personal Assistant to District Collector (General): He stated that those wishing to express
their views could come forward and do so before leaving. He also requested people not to
stand near the entrance and instead to wait in the dining hall downstairs. Further, he requested

the police officials to regulate the gathering.
District Environmental Engineer:

“All the views expressed by the public during this public hearing have been audio and video
recorded and will be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority.
I thank everyone who participated in today's public hearing. The meeting is hereby

concluded.”

Enclosures:

1. Copy of attendance register of Public hearing (52 pages — 612 members).
2. Project summary Presentation.
3. Copy of petitions received during Public hearing-23 Nos.

4. Video recording of public hearing Pendrive.

- N
District Environmitd? ingineer, Personal Assistant to Collector

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, (General)/ Deputy Collector,
Perambalur Perambalur
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