Minutes of Public Hearing held on 20.08.2024 at 10:00 A.M. in Maniyammai
Mahal, Artrankarai Pallivasal Road, Radhapuram Taluk, Tirunelveli District
with respect to the proposed project of Thiru.C.Robin Raj Rough Stone and
Gra\_/el Quarry over an_extent of 4.99.0 Ha in S.F.Nos. 146/9(Part),
146/10(Part), 152/1(Part), 153/1(Part), 154/1(Part), and 155/1(Part) of
Udhayathur Village, Radhapuram Taluk, Tirunelveli District. '

Details of participants in this meeting

Shri Arpit Jain., |.A.S., ’ - Sub Collector,

Cheranmahadevi, Tirunelveli District.

Tmt. S.V.Kalaivani - District Environmental Engineer (FAC),
TNPC Board, Tiruneveli.

Public and Government Officials - Details are attached (Annexure-1)

The public hearing under EIA Notification, 2006 for the proposed project of
Thiru. C. Robin Raj Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry over an extent of 4.99.0 Ha
in S.F. Nos. 146/9(Part), 146/10(Part), 152/1(Part), 153/1(Part), 154/1(Part), and
155/1(Part) of Udhayathur Village, Radhapuram Taluk, Tirunelveli District was
conducted at Maniyammai Mahal, Artrankari Pallivasal Road, Radhapuram
Taluk, Tirunelveli District on 20.08.2024 at 10.00 A.M.

District Environmental Engineer(FAC), Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tirunelveli welcomed the Sub-Collector, Cheranmahadevi, Government
officials, members of the public, and induétry representatives who have attended
the Public Hearing. She informed that the arrangements for the public hearing
had been done as per the guidelines issued under EIA Notification 2006. She
also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be recorded
through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Tamil Nadu.

Then the Environmental consultant of the proposed project has made
detailed presentation on the project of Thiru. C. Robin Raj Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry to the Public along with Environmental Management plan by
Power Point Presentation.

Then, the District Environmental Engineer (FAC) has requested the public
to.express their views on the project orally or in writing and also informed that the
public views are recorded and will be sent to the government.

Subsequently, the public has started expressingtheir views with respect to

~ the project as follows.

1'.Thiru.GunaseeIan, Athukurichi

Setting up a quarry near our village will cause damage to life, animals, and
farmers. Also vibration causes lot of damage like house shaking. Our life is

affected by this quarry. So we demand to remove the quarry from our Village.



What do we do when the house shakes when the vibration occurs while

quarrying, it kills the people's lives.

2.Thiru.Vijayarajan, Deputy President of Chidambarapuram Panchayat.

We state our opinion that all the villages of Athukurichi, Alagahapuram and
Prakasapuram in our Panchayat will be affected by the commencement of this
quarry. Earlier, the project consultant had said that they would build a compound
wall for the schools and plant 2500 trees. Our question is whether all these trees
can get ground water?Our question is whether we wili find a suitable place for our
future generations to live.Agriculture is the livelihood of the people of Athukurichi,
Alaganapuram and Prakasapuram villages in our Panchayat. Now we are
earning our livelihood by cultivating around 150-200 acres only which is lesser
when compared to two to three years ago. Therefore, we oppose the
establishment of this quarry as Athukurichi, Alaganapuram and Prakasapuram
villages will be completely affected. Even if the government gives permission, the
general public of Athukurichi, Alaganapuram and Chidambaram. panchayats will

initiate legal protests.

3. Thiru.Muthusamy,Athukurichi

They say that the public hearing is for Athukurichi and Udayathur village.
But the quarry is inChidambarapuram Panchayat. They say that they will sprinkle
water but when | go to the garden, so much dust falls on my eyes. No vehicle
moves slowly. They say that they will sprinkle water, but if a car goes by, that's it.
There is no awareness in the neighborhood village. We breed goats and cows.
No flower turns into a vegetabledue to the dust they produce. No one has
informed the public about this meeting properly. They took photographs with 4
people and went. We have only 10 known people from Athukurichi Village.:
People from other villages have been brought here to conduct public
hearing.How many people are there in Athukurichi and how many people are

there in Udayathur village? This is like ancompulsion of opinion.

4.Thiru.Periyasamy, Athukurichi

The project Consultant said that they will give employment to 30 people in
the Panchayat. 500 families are living in Aathukrichchi alone depending on the
village. What if there is a quarry around? What is the benefit to our Panchayat by
taking mineral wealth and exporting it to Kerala? People living around are
farmers and | am a farmer. Last year there was a flood due to rain on 1st day of
Margazhi month. But now in 7-8 months the water level has been decreased
below 500 feet and water scarcity is prevailing.In this situation, if you export
stones to Kerala, how can we live in that town. They said they will give jobs to 33
people, 33 people are hugeor 500 houses are huge? There are 500 houses in

Athukurichi alone. All do cattle farming. We are protesting because nobody



knows any profession other than cattle farming. The people here are all belongs

to the quarry and not from Chidambaram and Athukurichi Village.

5.Thiru.lsakkimuthu-Kasturirengapuram Panchayat,Mudavankulam Village:--

| don't know whether we should stay in the town if a quarry is placed 800
meters nearer to our town. The house shakes when an explosion occurs in the
quarry. There is already a quarry located 3 km away and the villagers have not
been helped at all. How will this quarry help? People are not aware. They just
arrange a vehicle ahd leave without informing the village people.Investigate
whether any women have come here from Mudavankulam village? We have
already complained about it, till now the government has not taken any action. He
asked people to take action as it will affect the people and said that otherwise we

will hold a big protest on behalf of DMDK Party at the state level.

6.Thiru.Masanam, Attukurichi:-

Our entire village depends on agriculture, goat and cow cattle farming.If
this quarry comes, everything will be affected. He said that if the quarry comes,
all the villages such as Athukurichi, Alaganapuram and Prakasapuram will be

affected.

7.Thiru.Murugan,ParkaneriKeezhur:-

| am not affected by this quarrying. There are 5 quarries near our town.
Quarrying has been going on for almost 13 years. There is no harm. There is a
temple on the side of the quarryand there is no cracks in temple.l am also doing
farming near the said Vinukumar Quarry but water never dries up, it flows. He

said that the youth will get good job opportunities and there is no fear in that.

8.Tmt.Pechivammal,Attukurichi:-

They troubled me so much that | have a land near the quarry and | was a
girl. I know what worries | face every day to have land near this quarry. They
make money and hits us. All girlsare wandering in fear. Others listen and move
away but we can't get out of this town.As long as there is money, it flows to the
underworld. Our hands and legs get nervous whenever a vehicle comes. No
question will be raised even if our children is beaten when they cycle on the road.
You hold a meeting every 3 months and leave thereafter. Can we drink porridge? -
We sinful people have to continue farming.They have gone to upper class. Take
a look at us. We have tried so many things but you did not hear our speech. All
the trucks are going very fast. All the sand falls into the eye and we are much
affected. You hold a meeting and people come and watch and leave.lf we leave
this garden and go to another garden for farming, they also come there to quarry.
Where will we go and do farming? In a house in Athukurichi, they are fearing that

there is money, cows and agriculture but nothing could be done with it. They do



everything with money.We have goat and cow farming, what can we do with this?

He said that farmers are being beaten and requested to try to save agriculture.

9.Tmt.Subbulakshmi, Attukurichi:-

Our village is dependent on this agriculture, so we must stop the
establishment of this stone quarry. We are very much affected by this. While
working in the farm, stones fall on us during the blasting in the nearby existing
quarries. He said that our children are very much affected by this and therefore

not be permitted.

10.Thiru.Sudalayandi —Parkneri Keezur:-

There is a quarry 500 meters near my town but | am not affected in any
way. | have studied diploma and worked in Chennai for Rs.10,000 andRs.15,000
but the income was not enough for me. So-if you give permission to the quarry
that have obtained Environmental Clearance, | can join for a job in that quarry
and support my family with a monthly income. They said that the dust will blow in
that area, | am also herding goats and cows in that area. The vehicles also move
calmly only. Our owner has a 10000 literscapacity tanker lorry and spray water
using it.Dust doesn't have that much impact. My cows and sheep graze on that
side. There is no disruption. | can save my family only if | am given this job. Not '
only that, there are many workers in that crusher. If permission is given to this
quarry only then they can save their family. There is enough water for agriculture.
Vegetables are sold in bundles to the market. Can you live without water? As
there is demand for the goods, they do agriculture. Nobody has told that they are
not doing farming. So if permission is given to this quarry in the respective survey
number, | shall go to work and save my family. Also, other people working there

also shall run their family.

11. Mrs. Sahaayalnitha, ldinthakarai:-

| came here as people's representative. A meeting is being held in -
Chidambarapuram to discuss the issue of setting up a quarry in Aathukurichi. But
it would have been better if this public hearing was held in Athukurichi and all the
villages around Chidambarapuram. Because people from Athukurichi are not
aware of thispublic hearing happening here. If permission is to be granted for
quarrying, the government official should have thoroughly inspected the
quarrying site. Permission not to be granted if any stream is located within 400
metres from the quarry site. Village Administrative Officer and Revenue Inspector
has to visit and give permission. Permission not to be granted, if windmills are
located.Permission not to be granted, if houses are within 300 metres.
Previously, If there was a temple or houses, it will be located in the FMB Sketch
along with the details of year. Permission not to be granted, if there are houses,

temples and streams located in the quarry site. It comes under the purview of the



Government and the laws are known to all the government officials. All the
farmers in the area depend on agriculture. Dust spreads when blasting occurs in
the quarry. Flowers of plants such as tomato, ladysfinger and brinjal become -
infertile when exposed to dust and fall off. Farmers will be completely affected.
Therefore, the District Collector, Sub-Collector and District engineers should
once again visit the place and conduct a public hearing among the people to give
permission for quarrying at that place. Ouf brothers said that we didn't have a job
even after studying. And ofcourse we don't have job. There is a lot of jobs in the
panchayat and if the panchayat president helps, he can give job to the educated
youth. There is a Nuclear power plant in Koodankulam. A large number of people
from northern states work in the nuclear power plant. If they apply for job in that
area with their certificates, all the educated youth around Chidambarapuram area
will get a job there. Also, there is ISRO in Kavalkinaru. The government is also
providing jobs there. Rough stone quarry is being run for the benefit of a private
party. The lives were lost in Adaimithippankulam which could not be even
prbtected or restored by the government. Brothers, leave aside the fact that we
work in the quarry and try to work in the Nuclear reactor and ISRO. We fought in
the SAV quarry and bought money from them. You want quarry for want of job.
They first break the stones using chisel in the quarry. Our houses were built with
that stone only. Today these stones are going to the state of Kerala. This quarry,
which is trying to destroy Tamil Nadu by protecting Kerala should not be
permitted. If permission is granted, we Will organize protest by the people, she

said.

12.Thiru.Jayakumar, Sanganapuram:-

There is no development in our area. If a quarry is opened, about 3000-
4000 people, including truck drivers and those working there will survive. If there
is good, there is an evil everywhere,nothing can be done. In our area K.K.M.
stone quarry is already exi.stihg. Agriculture is still going on. Farmers are still
farming. Business cannot be stopped. Everyone in our panchayat has a job.
There is no industry in our area. He said he would réquest the Chief Minister to

set up a good factory here.

13. Thiru.Arulselvan-Viduthaigal Siruthaigal Party:-

This is a jobless area. They say that there is work in the Nuclear reactor,
but there should not be any reactor for the betterment of Environment. It is not
known how it is fair to work in a nuclear reactor and not to work in a quarry. We
all live as below poverty line people in this area. The protesters are land owners.
They have land, so they are protesting." Our demand and our policy is not to be
against nature. But we can live if we are against nature. It is our demand that
rockets should not be launched as it affects the environment. But we can't use

mobile phones without launching a rocket. So the poor people of this area are



able to get employment only through quarrying, because there is no quality
education here and there are not enough industries. If you look at Kudankulam,
the business men are bringing young people from the northerny state for low .
wages without giving importance to the young people here. But the poor people
of Kasturirangapuram, the area | belong to, are working in this quarry and today
they get a salary of up to Rs.28.000 toRs.30,000. Their lives have improved.
They work 12 hours a day in Koodankulam Nuclear Plant and earn Rs.500. So
there is a situation to accept the quarry where some disadvantages are to be
faced for the welfare of the people and their employment. So, we welcome this
quarry. They have given jobs' to the people who doesn’'t own land. So we do not
welcome this quarry 100 percent but you have to give importance to create
employment opportunities for these people. They said that water will be sprinkled
and greenbelt will be set up. The authorities should immediately take care of this
and you shou‘ld monitor it. It is necessary to observe how they do the water
spraying. The government should monitor the vehicles carrying the rough stones,
it is not the people's job. The government should keep an eye on how many tons
of weight goes on the vehicle and how much quantity of medicine is used for
blasting. No government scherﬁe should be against the people. If also, it is
requested that you should monitor it. In such a situation, the youth who are
dependent only onmining in this area should wake up. | would like to bring to the |
notice of the Sub-Collector that there was poverty prevailing in this area. During
the government of Vajpayee, due to the efforts of Kalaingar and Murasoli Maran,
an industrial park was proposed in Vaagaikulam which was not executed later.
Once if there are initiated,we don't need to go to Quarry. More income will be
given there. You have to precede this proposal.Until then, we have to eat. Even if
we wait, our children will not wait, they have attained certain age and they need
money to get married. Thousands of people are indirectly working and running
their families by working in gquarries located in Radhapuram. So there is no
objection for setting up of this quarry now. | am saying this as the District
secretary of the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi. Let me tell you that there is no °

hindrance to the people in the establishment of this quarry.

14. Thiru.Sudalai - Kuttinainarkulam: -

| have been working in this industry for 7 years to support my family. What
if | don't have work now? | have 3 daughters and 2 daughters have been married
with the help of this quarry only. Definitely help to set up this quarry immediately.

We livedepending on this quarry only. Now we can't go anywhere and work, so
permit this quarry. '

15. Thiru. Ganesan, NaamTamilar party: -

No one has asked to close the quarry present already and the quarry

which is running. There is problem for the farmers due to the quarry that is



proposed near Chidhambharapuram. They have come to appraise their problem.
For the farmers of Chidhamparapuram and Athukurichi, agriculture is the main
job and there is no other job. They work to eat stone?By doing agriculture,
cucumbers and ladysfinger can only be eaten. If you say you want quarry without
letter farmers to Iive, then you will have to eat the stone. The people of this area
are completely dependent on the farmers and the farmers say that agriculture will
be destroyed. Are the farmers farming for them? Four green chillies and a
cucumber is enough for them for one day,the rest is for you all. The people of
Athukurichi in Chithambarapuram panchayat are herding goats and cows. They
grow ladysfinger, cucumber and brinjal. If a crusher or a quarry comes in that
area, the dust settles there and no flower turns to vegetable, the flowers blooms
but pollination does not take place and no bee takes honey from it. Now the
vegetables are going all the way to Kavalkinaru market from Chithambarapuram
Panchayat. But if quarry comes to that area, the vegetables won't go that way.
You can't just live with quarry alone. Quarry is also needed, What law is there for
Quarries? The law passed in the year 1950 is there. Before 1950, my grandfather
used to carry mining rods and blast mines. Are you blasting it in that way now?
The blasting sound is heard only after 10 seconds after blasting is done and
vibration happens. The ground water is not clean. We will support the people of
Aathukurichi. We are definitely not going to allow any‘quarry or crusher. You ask
for new stone quarry. We don't oppose the existing quarry. You say that we have
been in the quarry area for 10 years. We don't ask you. If quarry is established in
our area, we will be affected and we are appraising our problems, don’t humiliate
us. The vegetables they grow is not only for them but to the whole Tamil Nadu. It
is also coming to you. Understand this and talk forthe sake of farmers and not for
the quarry, "he said.

16. Thiru.Sudalaimani - Kamaraj Nagar: -

Our village is half a kilometer from the quarry. This work is just beginning.
The existing Stone quarry has been in operation for 10 years. My 5 acrefarm land
is located half a kilometre away from the quarry. | am also growing tomatoes,
onions and chillies. There are 400 coconut trees, none of the flowers has been
fallen. We are doing good in agriculture. Attukurichi village is 2 km away from the
quarry which is being started now. A lot of affected people are working here.
They study well, but they don't get a job; | have studied and spent Rs 10 lakh to
get a diploma. | have been working in the quarry for the last 10 years and have
not been able to get any work.

17.Thiru.Anthoniraj- Sankanapuram, Tirunelveli South District Bharatiya

Janata Party Minority Wing District President:

In my house, 150 feet bore is there for 25 years. | have been farming on a

lease land near this farm for 5 years. My house is 1 km from the quarry. The



water did not reduce in the 150-fee bore for the past 25 years. There are no job
opportunities in Radhapuram constituency. The people who are protesting,
protest to give us a job offer. The people who are protesting here, protest to give
a job offer from a good company. call me to fight for it and | will come. 150 to 200
people are working in the quarry and what will their family do? If we consider for
10 farmers, where will 200 people go? They should leave their wife and children
and go to Chennai. In Radhapuram taluk, the jobs are completely from quarry, if
there is no quarry, then there will be a situation of begging. There is no road
without accident happening. 10 people were killed in an explosion at a crackers
factory in Sivakasi. Accidents can happen in the accidental spots of the quarry. .
People live based on the quarry. | alsoown a lease landat 1/ 2km from the
quarry for 5 years and the groundwater level has not decreased. He said that no
métter how many quarries are started the water will not dry up. So we must have
this quarry for the livelihood of the people, otherwise the people will be forced to

begging situation.

18.Thiru. Nithyanand — Koodankulam:-

Here the satellite picture were shown, in that picture the nuclear reactor is
located 10 kilometres away from the airway and the nuclear waste center is also
there. We are against nuclear power plant and quarry. We don't work for the
nuclear power plant. At the same time, someone said fhat we are big landlords |
but my own land is only two and a quarter cent. They said there is a job
opportunity in the quarry. Everyone knows V.V., the biggest businessman 15
years ago. A lot of drivers would have worked, and if that business didn't exist,
people would be looking for other jobs. A lot- of young people live here. You want
a job opportunity, but there will be only 4 farmers. There will be no agriculture in
the next generation. It is said that there are 5 quarries in this area after the
completion of the quarry what will happen if the vegetables are sown there.
Kerala is a state where fa.rming is not possible, where there are many hills buta
lot of stones were transported from here to Vizhinjam. Radhapuram taluk is rain
fed agriculture area, farming can be done only if it rains. Before 1992, if we go to
fill water, there will be no water. We know only when we face the famine. we
know that if we eat stone, we will get stone blocks in our body. The next
generation does not know anything about farming. We are giving voice to what is
called agriculture. Now you are saying that the children who are born, we have
studied, we do not work, we work as drivers. Did they say that if any driver dies in
this quarry, they will give compensation? We speak for you also. Did you say
anything about compensation to the victims of the quarry accident happened in
adaijmithipankulam? Try to get some job. If you keep giving permission for new
quarries of 5 acres to each quarry, what will happen after 2 to 3 generations? If
you visit lrukanthurai in Helicopter, you will know about this. In the last public -

hearing, they said that 65 percent of the land will be converted into a park,



otherwise it will be converted into a rainwater harvesting site. My request to the
Sub-Coliector is that no finished quarry has been closed in that area. That place
will be the same. The quarry owner will leave this town. But we can't do anything ’
with than land. There are 7 lines on the earth, we will cut the stone on the 7th
line. Can we walk after breaking a bone? Can't walk. How many people died in
Kanyakumari district and Tirunelveli district due to quarrying? So please don't
give .permission for new quarries. This placeis rain water fed place only, now
water is going to flow in Tamirabharani River here. The stone reaches
Kanyakumari district and Kerala. The Radhapuram canal, which was supposed to
be opened this month, is not yet opened. We can't live without nature. Please do
not allow new quarrying in Radhapuram constituency. In the last‘4-5 years, there
have been earthquakes from Panagudi to Vattakottai. In the event of a strong
earthquake, the impact will be that the quarry from Radhapuram Block to "
Irrukandurai will be brokenand falls into the sea.On that day the impact due to

Nuclear reactor will be worse. Realizing this, he said, "Don't allow this.

19. Ramesh —Attrankarai:-

If you refuse to let all the industries come, who will give employment to the
people here? Industry is important for the village, if it comes, the village will
develop. We have given the rest of the land for agriculture except the quarry
land. There is no problem with water, everything is fine. If you close the quarry,
you can yougive employment to 500 families?. V.V. Company was there and now
it is closed down. Don't look at 10, 20 people. A landslide has occurred in Kerala.
This happens naturally. In sivakas.i, accidents occur naturally. Educated people
don't have jobs. This is a very poor village. We believe this crusher only. They
are opposing industries in the name of farmers. | am also farming and | have no
problem with farming. The water level in the borewell is 150 feet. You expect a
monthly salary. Even in government jobs, the salary is only 15000 rupees, but the
driver in the quarry is getting a salary of 30000, 40000. If we want to buy stones
and soil, we have to go40 km away to bﬁy it. If the quarry comes you have to go
only for 2 km. Because of the presence of quarries,we build houses for
Rs.50000. We need Rs.1 lakh to build a house if we go 40km awéy. We depend
on the crusher located nearby. If you need a motor room for your farm, how will
you a built? They have helped so much during the Corona period, they havev
done so much for the people working by providing rice, pulses and money. What
will people do if they do not have a job, become a thief due to the crisis at home,
become a murderer, and they eat by beating the other person. If this situation
needs to be changed, income should be} generated. What will we do if the factory
is closed for agriculture? There's hunger everywhere. There is no crime happens
if they are paid for their work. He said that if we have this quarry, then only we

can run the family with the monthly salary, so this quarry should be allowed.



20. Thiru.Selvaraj - Kamaraj Nagar:-

Our house is 300 meters away. The company has been operating for more
than 13 years. So there is no disruption. Ask the people of Parkaneri and
Kémaraj Nagar. There are no problems with the quarry. Before starting the
quarrying if there is a problem then how the problem can be detected. They say
go to Koodankulam and ask for work, they only want to give jobs to the educated
people there, but many people are opposing the reactor as well as the quarry.
There is no problem for the people around the quarry Look at the livelihood, so

this quarrying is required, he said.

21. Thiru. Edison-Parkaneri Melur:

All the people of Thiruvambalapuram panchayat and its adjoining '
panchayats are near poverty line. Most of them were farmers and Land owners.
Those who worked 10 years ago for a salary of Rs. 100, Rs. 120, Rs.80, Rs. 90
are earning Rs. 30000, Rs. 40000 per month today. The crusher works in such a
way that there is no danger to the agriculture and the rules of the government are
followed. It provides direct and indirect employment to more than 5000 people, so

we support this quarry.

22.Thiru.Vel-Parkaneri: -

 The quarry, which is one and half kilometer away from our village, has
been operated for 12 years without any impact. My farm is located 50 meters
near to this quarry, where banana, pepper farming is done. There is no rain in
Radhapuram taluk , there is no industry, it is a dry place. so it is convenient to
work in this quarry. This quarry is located at a distance of 5 km from Aathukurichi.
The permit is issued by the government. Those who are saying no to this quarry
are demanding Rs.10000 per month. Otherwise they will talk very badly and will

protest. So he requested to give permission for this quarry.

23.Thiru.Sudalaimuthu-Athukkirichi:-

| have been farming for the past 4 years after completion of diploma
course. My place is right next to the quarry. Can | eat a biscuit if it is dusty? If you
stand near the quarry for 10 minutes, the face becomes dusty. It is said that
water spraying is done, but the dust comes back again after the vehicle moves.
My hometown is Aathukurichi. They showed four towns in the presentation, he
said he wanted to ask how many people showed up from those four villages. |
don't know whether they issued any notices in our town. There are 6 siblings for
my father, even they don't know about this public hearing. Public hearing means,
the decision has to be taken after hearing the perspectives of the public. They
showed 3 villages as affected villages. Are the people from those 3 villages are

present here? Ask all those people who are asking quarry whether they can keep



one quarry each in all panchayat. Ask our village people belong to our village
panchayat whether they want a quarry.

24.Thiru.Velmurugan—-Mudavankulam:-

In our Panchayat, quarry is being operated for 10 years. | have been
working in this quarry for 6 years. | haven't received any bad name so far. They
say that dust spreads when the vehicle travels out without sheet coverings. Our

company vehicle does not go out without covering sheets. We need this quarry.

25.Thiru.Shanmugavel-Kasturirengapuram:

| don't know anything other than driving, | am uneducated. | have done
cattle farming with sheep’s and cows, but it did not worked. | have done farming
also and it did not worked. | have been in this quarry work for 15 years, | did not‘
get any job in Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant, | have been workihg in KKM
quarry for 8 years. | have 2 daughters. I'm very proud that | earn a salary of
Rs.40,000. There are 7 people in my family. My father has 2 wives and I'only
took care of my family. At the age of 10, | went to Kerala to work for a salary of
Rs.80. The reason for my present status is all because of K.K.M. Quarry. So |
welcome this quarry. This quarry is in Kasturirangapuram Panchayat only. No
one had objected that day, if objected then quarrying would not been started
there. He said that not 500, around 1000 families are dependent on this quarry

and hence this quarry is needed for us.

26.Thiru.Chellapandi - Kamaraj Nagar: -

Our village is only half a kilometer away from the quarry and there is no
impact. It's been 10 years and so far no impacts are there, its fine. He said that if

10 quarries of this type were started, we get good employment opportunities.

27.Thiru.Kamaraj - General Welfare People's Movement, Secretary:-

Today's meeting itself is legally invalid. In Comibatore District, Sulur Tluk,
Arasampalayam Village, a person named Manikandan and Paramasivan apply
for quarrying. They are submitting a ‘document of 1300 pages. About 45
documents are to be filed in the environmental report for the public hearing. But
here all the documents are hidden and only 15 documents are shown. A total of
35 documents were being hidden and this public hearing is being conducted.
Therefore, today's meeting is legally invalid. There is a provision of rule.under
section 36 (1) of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. The law states that
there should not be a windmill or high-tension electric tower within 300 meters
from quarry. Also the rule states that no .habitations should be located within 300
meters from quarry. The government itself says that if there was a house located
there 100 years ago and people lived in that house, then it will be considered as

house, and there is a document for that. There are 2 windmills located at a



distance of about 200 meters from this proposed quarry’s survey number 149/9.
However, the quarry will not be permitted as per law. Also according to the Rules,
quarrying is not permitted if any stream is located within 50 metre. But in the map
given by them, there is a waterway/ stream at 45 meters, for which Gdogle Map
document is also available. But the document shown here shows that there is a
waterway 50 meters away. All of these are not abiding the law. A house is
located at a distance of 90 metres from Survey No.152 on the eastern side of the
quarry. There is also a house located at a distance of 225 metres in survey
~ number.148 on the northern side of the quarry. Also another house is located at a
distance of 240 meters from survey number.160 in the southwest side of the
quarry. All of the above are hidden here. Not only this, there is also a house plot
in the fourth south - western survey number 156, 157. Under the provisions of
section 36 (1) of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, no permission can
be granted for the establishment of this quarry, for which the documents are
available. These all documents are taken from Google, as well as documents
obtained from the government. No one has the right to block the water channel
even if the stream is in a private pattaland, it belongs to the government and the
document related to this is also available. Permission should not be granted as
there is a stream located at a distance of 45 metres. Similarly, the government
officials should not forget that the rule of not having houses within 300 meters
has.also been made so that any explosion that happened and death occurred in
Aviyur village in Virudhunagar district does not take place anywhere. Under
section 83(2) of the Indian Electricity Act, 1956, it states that if there is a high-
tension tower or a windmill, the distance of the quarry should be 300 metefs
away. But here windmill is located at a distance of 200 meters only. So, out of the
45 documents that has to be displayed to the public, only 15 documents were
uploaded in the website. 30 documents were not shown. The documents shown
here are also the hidden documents. Under Section 36 (1) of the Minor Mineral
Concession Rules, 1959; no possible ways are available for permitting this
mining activity. The stone quarry should be operated only if it is in accordance
with_ the law. If it is against the law, stone quarrying should not be allowed, he
said.

28.Thiru.Radhakrishnan, former vice-president of the Navladi Panchayat:-

In 1962, when electricity was introduced they said they no need electricity.
They said we'll all die good snake, don't take electricity into the house. They
protested that this road is not needed as the train is unable to pass due to the
stone being laid to lay the road on the track. When the electricity came and the
motor was running, they said that this water is not good. Today there are few
people exists who have opposed some good schemes due to lack of awareness.
We need food, clothing and shelter. To live in a house, we need gravel, rough

stone and M-sand. If there is no M-Sand, then you have to go to the Cauvery



river located in Trichy to take river sand. He said that the quarrying should be
allowed so that the opponents also need sand so that they have no issues in

constructing their houses and so permit this quarry.

29.Thiru.Rajkumar-Parkaneri Melur:-

We need Quarry for sure. If you don't have a phone, will this quarry be
there? They convert sea water into fresh water. If this quarry comes, we get
employment. If there is no job, we have to steal and loot, that is the nature. So

we need this quarry.

30.Thiru. Muthumanikkam - Udayathur: - .

We are in Udhayathur village where quarry is going to be set up and we -
have been doing flower garlahds for generations. That work won't stay all time. |
have studied M.Sc, B.Ed, HDCA. | am also trying to get a government job.
Government couldn’t provide job to all, Can we remain hungry till that? The
society is dependent on the youth. If they don't have work, they will go in wrong
way. | also got disturbed in one stage. What can you do with the salary of
Rs.8,000by working in other towns? It lead us to steal and loot. Only private
companiesr can provide jobs. The government cannot provide everything. If you
look at the advantages of stone quarrying, you will not see the disadvantages of
the .quarry. If we look at some of the disadvantages, then the advantages will be
invisible to our eyes. We need Quarry for sure. When the youth progress, the
society progresses, nation progresses. :Therefore, on behalf of the people of
Udhayathur and on behalf of the youth, | welcome this quarry and also | am

giving it in writing.

31.Thiru. Sundaram — Radhapuram Taluk Farmers Union President: -

An individual's livelihood is only considered and the public hearing
meeting is conducted every time. The poor people’s voice are not accepted.
Nobody understands the condition of farmers, still | would like to tell my
perspectives. We have to change the mindset that only if there is quarry, the
society will progress and the youth will get employment opportunities. Destroying
1000 people and enhancing 100 people is not a development. What will those
farmers and agricultural labours do if you destroy the entire agriculture and give
employment to only 10 people in a quarry and crusher? The government cannot
give jobs to all educated people, but there is an alternative way. How many
companies have come up which can protect the environment without destroying
the nature and without destroying the mineral resources. Are the roads usable to
the public? The quarry vehicles used thé road and damaged it. On one side the
environment is polluted, on the other side accidents are happening. But the
quarry owners solve the problem by paying money. Whét is the price of a life?

They give Rs.5 lakh to them. All the mineral resources mined here go to Kerala



where there are no quarries. The ground water is not clean and there is no
agriculture. There is no rain water in this area. There is no river irrigation or lake
irrigation here. They are using this fact and create a scenario that only quarries -
can create employment oppokrtunities. Is stone quarrying the only solution? Bring
water here and give encourage agriculture. So far quarries has been mined, now
crﬁshers are being established. If time flies, agriculture could not be made, it will
be destroyed. Already the farmers are struggling with lower market price and
water scarcity. They are making Radharapuram area in such a way that no one
can live without destroying the environment. All quarrying projects are proposed
here. Radhapuram has been created as a drought area artificially where water
flows 20 km away from Radhapuram. Why can't that water be diverted here? The
rulers and officials are planning to turn Radhapuram into a drought-prone area
and destroy agriculture. It has always been the government of an individual. No
justice has | been received without the farmers coming to the streets. Only
protests are always there in our life. If a company thinks it can bring 100 people,
we can't, we need to do farming. Ask the real farmers and the really affected
people. Turning Radhapuram into a drought area is a planned one. He asked to

bring some alternative way for jobs.

32.Thiru.Patturaja-Kasturi Rengapuram Panchayat. -

| have come to tell you that | want quarry. Sundaram, the president of
Radhapuram Taluk Farmers Association is doing farming in a modern way. They
are uploading farming details on face book. Agriculture is possible only if there is
water. At a distance of 300 metres there is no house, windmill, HD line. so this
quarrying can be allowed. There will be employment opportunities. | have studied
B.E. EEE. | did not get a job in N.P.C.L. but | got a job in this company so |
wanted this quarry.

Also there were 2 representation received towards the project as follows

1. Thiru. P. Subramanian, S/o. Perumal, Amman kovil street, Mudavankulam,
Tisayanvilai Taluk, Tirunelveli District complaint petition dated: 09.08.2024
and online complaint petition No.094676466 dated: 19.08.2024.

2. Thiru. Panner selvam, S/o. Ramasubbu, Main road, Mudavankulam,
Tisayanvilai Taluk, Tirunelveli District complaint petition dated: 09.08.2024 |
and online complaint petition N0.099145231 dated: 19.08.2024.

The details mentioned in the complaint are as follows:-

The proposed rough stone and gravel quarry is about 100-200 mts from
the residential lands.

There are government sanctioned flats near the site where the rough

stone and gravel quarry is to be set up. Also agriculture is being done about 80



acres around the place where Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry will be set up. If
rough stone and gravel quarriés are set up, there is a high level of noise,
vibration, cracks, and it collapse the buildings when the stones are broken.
Ground water is also likely to be contaminat,ed.. If Heavy loads from rough stone
and gravel quarries will create a situation. Due to this, accidents will happen to

students who were go to school by bicycle.

At the end of the meeting, after receiving the total number of 55 petitions
(supporting petitions — 48 and objection petitions - 7) given by the public in
written form to the Sub Collector, Cheranmahadevi. The District Environmental
Engineer thanked all the public who remained silent till now and voiced their
opinions. The meeting was concluded after informing that all comments of the
public have been recorded and 'the recorded comments will be sent to the State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA).
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District Environmental Engineer(FAC), .Sub Collector,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Cheranmahadevi,

Tirunelveli Tirunelveli.
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