PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED
MINING (CLUSTER) PROJECT - | QUARRY OF M/S. SRI RAJRUTHRA MINERALS
PRIVATE LIMITED, OVER AN EXTENT AREA OF 14.40.00 HECTARES IN SURVEY
NOS. 394/2, 396/2, 402(P), 403(P), 407/1A1, 407/1A2, 407/1B, 407/2A, 407/2B,
408/1(P), 408/2(P), 408/4, 409(P) AND 688(P) AT MELKARAIPATTI VILLAGE,
PALANI TALUK, DINDIGUL DISTRICT AND THE PROPOSED MINING PROJECT —
[ QUARRY OF M/S. SRI RAJRUTHRA MINERALS PRIVATE LIMITED OVER AN
EXTENT AREA OF 5.57.00 HECTARES IN SURVEY NO. 381/1(P) AT
MELKARAIPATTI VILLAGE, PALANI TALUK, DINDIGUL DISTRICT AT 11.00 A.M.
ON 11.12.2025 IN M/S. THIRU SRI MAHA KALIAMMAN TEMPLE GROUND,
MELKARAIPATTI VILLAGE, PALANI TALUK, DINDIGUL DISTRICT.

Present:

1 Thiru. R. Kannan : | Revenue Divisional Officer,

' Palani Revenue Division,

Dindigul District.

2 | Dr. P. Ramesh : | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul District.

3 | Er. G. Usha Rani : | Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul District.

4 | Er. R. Dharani . | Assistant Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul District.

5. | Thiru. M.Prasanna Tahsildar,

Palani Taluk,

Dindigul District.

6. | Project Proponent & Public | : | 124 Nos. (copy of the attendance register
as enclosed)

Introduction:
District Environmental Engineer, Dindigul:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dindigul, welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Palani, (Representative of the
District Collector, Dindigul), the Tahsildar, Palani, Officials from the Police

Department, media persons, social activists, representatives of M/s. Sri Rajrudhra

1



Minerals Private Limited and members of the general public who have attended the
public hearing for the proposed quarry mining project - | of M/s. Sri Rajrudhra
Minerals Private Limited, Survey Nos. 394/2, 396/2, 402(P), 403(P), 407/1A1,
407/1A2, 407/1B, 407/2A, 407/2B, 408/1(P), 408/2(P), 408/4, 409(P) and 698(P),
Melkaraipatti Village, Palani Taluk, Dindigul District, with a total quarry area of 14.40.00
hectares and a proposed production of 57,27,860 Cﬁbic meters of ordinary stone and
2 15,116 cubic meters of gravel over 5 years and the proposed quarry mining project
— 11 of M/s. Sri Rajrudhra Minerals Private Limited, Survey No. 381/1(P), Melkaraipatti
Village, Palani Taluk, Dindigul District, with a total quarry area of 5.57.00 hectares and
a proposed production of 13,10,240 cubic meters of ordinary stone and 92,026 cubic
meters of gravel over 5 years. The press release for this project was published on
06.11.2025 in Dinamalar and The New Indian Express newspapers and bit notices
regarding public hearing was issued to the nearby village peoples with audio
announcement through auto vehicle in and around the villages. Posters were
pasted in prominent locations. Banners have been displayed. Furthermore, the draft
Environmental Impact Assessment has b‘een submitted to the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority based on the Terms of Reference (ToR) and a press
release has been issued regarding the public consultation. Furthermore, he stated that
the comments raised during the public hearing will be recorded by the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, and the public hearing proceedings along with the video
recording will be forwarded to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority,
Chennai. Based on the issues raised during the public hearing, the draft Environmental
Impact Assessment report will be revised, and the final Environmental Impact
Assessment report will be prepared and submitted to the SEIAA for appraisal and grant
of Environmental Clearance for the project. ‘

Further, he has informed that the project consultant will make power point
presentation about the said proposed project. After that the public were requested

to express their opinions and views one by one.

Technical Presentation, Environmental Consuiltant:
On behalf of the Project Proponent (Environmental Consultant) has explained

about the proposed project through power point presentation. (Enclosed)



Revenue Divisional Officer, Palani:

He stated that the meeting has been conducted for a Public Hearing and
requested the members of the public to express their views briefly and clearly and
extend their cooperation. He further informed that the authorities will be recorded all
views expressed during the meeting and forward them to the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority for consideration.

In continuation to that, the public may express their views, opinions, concerns,

guestions and the clarification regarding the proposed quarry.

1. Thiru. Thandapani, Melkaraipatti Village:
He said that he is a farmer and grows brinjal, chilli, tomato and maize. He also

said that the quarry has not caused any problems for him and for his goats and cattle.

2, Thiru. K, Magudeeswaran, Melkaraipatti Village:

He said that the quarry has not caused him any problems. He said that after the
quarry started functioning his livelihood has improved. Because a crusher unit was
established here, people got job opportunities locally instead of going to other places

in search of work. He also said that he wants the quarry to continue operating.

3. Thiru. Kumaravel Gounder, Melkaraipatti Village:

He said that before conducting the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board public
hearing at the Kaliamman Temple ground, the quarry manager, Mr. M.K. Chinnasamy,
asked him for permission. He said that many other functions had already been
conducted in this temple but permission was not usually given for meetings like this.
However, since this was a non-political meeting, he agreed to allow it. He said that,
based on the advice of the quarry manager Mr. Pradeep and Mr. M.K. Chinnasamy,
they arranged the venue over the last two days. He said that he had heard that the
quarry provides many benefits to farmers and agricultural labourers in the village and
surrounding areas and he had also personally come to know about some of these
benefits. He said that he will place four requests before the Revenue Divisional Officer
and the Tahsildar and requested them to kindly consider and implement them.

As his first request, he said that there are about three chambers and one quarry
in this area and that nearly 400 vehicles pass through the area every day. He said that
they had never seen such heavy vehicle movement earlier. Although this development

made him happy, he pointed out that a school had recently started in the area. He also

3



said that temples such as Angalamman Temple, Kaliamman Temple and Mariamman
Temple are located along the main road used by villagers. People feel afraid to use
this road because they do not know when and how vehicles may come at high speed.
He requested that speed breakers must be installed near the Muslim burial ground at
Maithankarai, near the drinking water well, near the curve of the Angalamman Temple
compound wall and near the school.

He further said that an accident had already occurred earlier due to a quarry
vehicle and that people had demanded action against the vehicle. He said that he had
stopped the issue at that time, saying the time will come later and now that time has
come. He stated that he was raising this request on Bharathiyar's Memorial Day and
asked the Revenue Divisional Officer and Tahsildar to personally take care of installing
speed breakers.

He said that the quarry has provided many benefits which he cannot list fully.
He said that the quarry owner immediately helps whenever farmers, agricuftural
labourers or the village needs support for public works. Therefore, he said that he has
no objection or opposition to the quarry. He strongly stated that the quarry should
continue and grow and that the villagers and important representatives of the villagé

fully support the quarry.

4. Thiru. M. Jageer Hussain, Melkaraipatti Village:

He said that the previous speaker, Mr. Kumaravel, stated that the quarry caused
no problems, but he wanted to present a different view. He said that about a week
earlier, workers from the quarry came and collected Aadhaar cards from villagers and
told them to support the quarry or else they will be removed from their jobs. He said
that he is a party office bearer. He said that patta had been given to 110 people in
Survey No. 351 after crossing Survey Nos. 358 and 356 and questioned how those
110 people will build houses there. He questioned whether the noise level will really
be limited to 85 decibels and said that the impact spreads up to about 1.5 km. He said
that the Pollution Control Board is already aware of these issues and asked the officials
to record his views.

He said that lorries carry excessive loads of 40 to 50 tonnes and move at high
speed and because of this, his vehicle met with accidents twice. When questioned,‘ he
said that the drivers responded arrogantly, saying they have higher-level support. He

said that drinking water for the school at Athivalasu comes from a well near the road
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and that lorries should be covered with tarpaulin while transporting materials. He said
that vehicles should not operate after 6.00 PM, but in reality, 100 to 150 vehicles move
after 6.00 PM every day. He said that dust settles in wells and affects drinking water.
He stated that around 200 to 300 children are studying in the nearby school and that
there is no speed breaker near the school, creating a dangerous situation. He said
that if drilling is done up to 82 metres deep and 250 feet wide as shown, farming in the
surrounding area will be completely destroyed. He clarified that he was not speaking
for political reasons but was speaking generally.

Also, he said that the Tahsildar, Mr. Prasanna has family connections in the
village and insisted that all his views must be forwarded to higher authorities. He
warned that if this is not done, he will approach the High Court against the officials
present. He questioned how water will reach nearby farmers if excavation goes up to
82 metres deep. He said that farmers drill borewells up to 250, 400 and even 600 feet
and that neighbouring farmers beg for water. He also said that blasting causes goats
and cattle to run into nearby fields, leading to disputes. He questioned how this could
be considered fair. He clarified that he did not come to blame anyone and that he was
not concerned about arrangements like food or hospitality. He said that he came only

to record his views.

5. Thiru. T. Rathinasamy, Rajampatti Village:

He said that he belongs to a farming family and that his agricultural land is
located very close to the quarry, with only a bund separatingbthem. He said that he
completed his B.Sc. Computer Science degree in 2022 and has been doing agriculture
for the past three years. During the same period, the quarry also started functioning.
He said that the quarry provided him with employment, which improved his family’s
financial condition. With this improved income, he said that he plans to take his farming
activities to the next level.

He said that his land has three borewells and two open wells and that none of
t‘hem have been affected so far. He also said that he owns 10 cows and 20 goats and
that none of them have suffered from any disease. He stated that since the quarry
started operating, his family’s economic condition has improved and that no adverse

impacts have been experienced so far.

6. Thiru. K. Vadivel, Rajampatti Village:



He said that his farm is located very clgse to the crusher. He said that he rears
goats in the crusher area and earns his livelihood by supplying milk. He said that the
quarry people buy miik from him at a good price and that the quarry has not causing
him any problems.

He also said that water is available in good quantity and that farming is going
on well. He added that whenever there is any issue related to smoke, the quarry people

immediately take steps to resolve it.

7. Thiru. P. Sangilimuthu, Athimarathu Valasu Village:

He said that his farm is located very close to the crusher site and that he rearé
about 50 goats and 10 cows there. He also said that his house is constructed near the
crusher. He said that he has not faced any problems so far. He added that even if
smoke occurs occasionally, the quarry people take immediate action as scon as it is

reported. He stated that the quarry has not caused him any harm.

8. Thiru. P. Naveenkumar, Athimarathu Valasu Village:

He said that he completed his B.E. degree in 2020 and started doing agriculture
because he could not find a job. He said that after Sri Rajrudhra Minerals started its
operations, his financial condition improved. He stated that the company now supports

his family’s livelihood and has become an important source of income for them.

9. Thiru. G. Sivakarthi, Athimarathu Valasu Village:

He said that he has been working at Sri Rajrudhra Minerals for the past one
year and that he belongs to a farming family. He said that working at the quarry has
not caused him any problems. He also said that since all construction materials are
available locally, the quarry is very useful to the general public. He stated that the
quarry has not caused any adverse impact.

10. Thiru. T. Selvaraj, Melkaraipatti Village:

He introduced himself as Selvaraj, son of M.P. Thirumalaisamy and said that he
is a resident of Ward No. 5 in Melkaraipatti Village. He said that Sri Rajrudhra Minerals
stone quarry started operating in the village about two years ago. He said that the
public hearing was arranged to understand the views of the people without causing
any disturbance to the public and that they were invited to record their opinions. On

behalf of the people of Melkaraipatti Panchayat, he thanked the Tamil Nadu Pollution



Control Board for conducting the public consultation, the Revenue Divisional Officer
who presided over the meeting, the VAO and all the officials who attended the meeting.

He said that the quarry has been functioning well and has supported the village
|n many ways. He especially mentioned that when help was requested for construction
works in schools and temples in the area, the quarry management willingly provided
granite and tiles worth about Rs. 2 lakhs for the construction of Sri Maduraiveeran
Pattatharasi Amman Temple located in Ward No. 5. He expressed gratitude and
appreciation to the company on behalf of the people of Ward No. 5 and the local
community.

He further said that the company provides employment opportunities to
educated unemployed youth in the area and that about 10 people from the village are
currently working in the company. He requested the company to continue providing
more job opportunities to future graduates, which will support the village’s economic
growth and the future of its youth. He requested that when the company’s lorries and
tippers operate on village roads, they should follow speed limits in certain areas to
ensure public safety. He also requested that speed breakers be installed wherever
necessary so that villagers can travel safely without fear. He concluded by saying that
the company’s activities should continue to benefit the village and its people. On behalf
of the people of Ward No. 5, he expressed heartfelt thanks to the company and its

General Manager for providing this opportunity.

11. Thirumathi. Chitra, Rajampatti Village:

She said that her farmland is located very close to the company. She has been
continuously doing farming there. So far, the Sri Rajrudhra Minerals company and
quarry have not caused any problems to agriculture. Since the company follows the
réquired safety and control measures properly, there has been no disturbance to
farming activities. She owns 10 cows and 20 goats and none of them have been
affected. Even if small issues arise, they are immediately controlled and corrected.

She stated clearly that she has not faced any problem due to this company.

12. Thirumathi. Kalpana, Athimarathu Valasu Village:

She said that she lives near the company along with her children and also rears
cattle such as goats and cows. Agriculture is her main livelihood. She stated that she
has not faced any kind of problem due to the company and that its operations have

not caused any disturbance to her.



13. Thiru. Raghu Balan, Athimarathu Valasu Village:

He said that he was unemployed during the COVID period. After Sri Rajrudhra
Minerals started operations in 2025, he has been working in the company for the past
eight months. Through this job opportunity, his financial condition has improved and

he has not faced any hardship.

14. Thiru. Rajamanickam, Athimarathu Valasu Village:

He said that there is nothing new for him to add and that only a few issues need
to be addressed. His house is about 700 meters away from the quarry. In the morning,
small dust particles settle on the water tank. When two-wheelers are parked outside,
their color changes due to dust and smoke. He requested that the roads be widened.

He said that if these issues are corrected, there are no other problems caused by the

quarry.

15. Thirumathi. Gowthami, Rajampatti Village:

She said that her farmland is about 50 meters away from the quarry, but there
has been no major impact. Occasionally, when light dust appears, the company
immediately controls it by sprinkling water. Water is sprayed on the roads four to five
times a day to prevent dust. If any issue is reported, immediate action is taken.
Vegetable cultivation and milk production in her farm are continuing smoothly. Jobs
are being provided regularly and fairly, which gives them a sense of security. Earlier,
there were some concerns about the safety of women and children, but after CCTV
cameras were installed at the quarry, the area is safe both day and night. She said the
quarry has not caused any harm. Since villagers could not afford to build a Mariamman
temple, the quarry fully sponsored and constructed it. She added that widening and

maintaining the road will be sufficient and that the quarry causes no other problems.
16. Thirumathi. M. Rajalakshmi, Rajampatti Village:

She said that only a boundary mound separates her agricultural land fromvSri
Rajrudhra Minerals. She lives there and has not experienced any impact on her home
or livelihood due to the quarry. Vehicle movement has not caused her any trouble. To
prevent dust, the company regularly sprays water on the roads. Even if light smoke
occurs at night when lorries move, it is immediately controlled by sprinkling water. She

said the quarry has been helpful to the local people and that she has no fear living



nearby. Whenever help is requested, the company provides it. Some of her relative’s
children were unemployed and after requesting the company, they were given jobs.
The quarry has supported her family’s livelihood and economic growth. She stated

clearly that the crusher has not caused her any harm.
17. Thirumathi. M. Thottichiyammal, Athimarathu Valasu Village:

She said that her husband has been working at Rajrudhra Minerals for the past
one year. This job opportunity has provided good financial support to her family. She
also said that the company provides employment to many people in the surrounding

darea.

18. Thiru. R. Dinesh Kumar, Athimarathu Valasu Village:

He greeted everyoné and clarified that claims about people being forced to
attend the meeting are completely false. No one was forced to come. Information
about the meeting was announced through posters and through vehicle
announcement. He said he attended the meeting after seeing the announcement.
Since the company started, it has been providing various forms of help to nearby
villages. It has created job opportunities for youth and also supported nearby temples,
- mosques and churches. Therefore, he requested that permission be granted again for

the quarry to operate.

19. Thiru. Zakir Hussain, Melkaraipatti Village:

He said that only those who registered their names earlier and wished to speak
in support were allowed to speak. As per rules, only 32 workers are permitted and he
said he had fully read the 33-page order related to this. He pointed out that proper
details have not been uploaded on the quarry’s website. There is no clear mention of
medical checkups or transport facilities for workers. Bringing people from outside and
employing only a few locals is not practically acceptable. He requested that genuine

local people be allowed to express their opinions.

20. Thiru. C. Kumar, Athimarathu Valasu Village:

He said that he is an ordinary farmer who also worked as a daily wage labour
and lived in poverty with his family. The Rajrudhra company is located near his
 farmland. Being a small farmer, he planted coconut trees and also works in the quarry.

.Many others like him are employed there, earning a steady daily income. Vegetables
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grown in his farm, such as tomatoes, chillies, drumsticks and okra, are purchased by
quarry workers at good prices.

He currently owns about 30 goats and cows and the company has allowed
grazing in areas other than the quarry site. The company also provides food donations
to workers and nearby residents. He said that neither he nor many others have been

affected by the quarry.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Palani

He said that all opinions expressed in the meeting will be recorded and
forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority. Anyone who
wishes to speak may do so freely. He requested that opinions be expressed
calmly without hatred conflict or personal issues and that all views be stated

clearly and peacefully.

21. Thiru. J. Mohamed Azarudhan, Melkaraipatti Village:

He requested that only relevant opinions related to the project be allowed in the
meeting and that unnecessary discussions which waste time should not be
encouraged. He said that he has objections and that Mr. Raghupathi will explain them

after him.

22. Thiru. K. Durai Rajendran, Nalroad:

He greeted to the Revenue Divisional Officer, the Tahsildar, the Pollution
Control Officer, and other officials present. He stated that he is holding the position of
District Secretary of the Farmers’ Wing of the Bharatiya Janata Party. He further
mentioned that the invitation for this public hearing was received by him only two days
prior to the meeting and that the invitation was personally delivered by the quarry staff.
He expressed that the meeting appeared to be a pre-planned and stage-managed
exercise.

It was also stated that the District Collector would attend the meeting. However,
he pointed out that the report related to Sri Rajarudhra was not submitted by the
Revenue Department or the Pollution Control Board, but was instead handed over to
him by the company’s employees. He said that he was not aware of the issue for which
the District Collector was visiting the village. He further stated that some people had
informed him earlier that the quarry operators were providing donations to mosques,

temples, and churches, and supplying stones for construction, and that some people
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were therefore requesting approval for the quarry. However, he emphasized that clean
drinking water and healthy air are fundamental rights, and questioned whether the
company could provide a firm guarantee for both.

- He stated that all the farmers living around the quarry are his relatives and
brothers, and that he himself brings his cattle for grazing in the surrounding areas. He
pointed out that the vegetation in the nearby grazing lands is covered with white dust,
resembling a layer of cement. He urged the authorities to consider the health condition
of cattle that consume such contaminated vegetation. He stated that the quarry does
not provide any real employment opportunities and that environmental pollution of air
and water in the surrounding area is unavoidable. He further mentioned that the
company is excavating pits up to a depth of 200 feet, which has forced farmers to dig
borewells to depths of 400, 600 and even 800 feet to access groundwater. He stated
that excavation to such depths adversely affects groundwater sources in agricultural
lands. He added that the quarry existed earlier and that the present public hearing is
being conducted to expand operations by encroaching upon a larger area. He clarified
that a public hearing is not a legislative assembly where approval or rejection is
decided; by a show of hands. Instead, he emphasized that the real and actual impacts
must be understood by higher authorities. He stated that the invitation for the meeting
was not properly served to them and that he did not attend the meeting based on an
official invitation. According to him, the meeting was organized, arranged, and
attended largely by people brought in by the company.

He. further stated that the use of explosives in the quarry causes ground
vibrations affecting lands up to a radius of 2 kilometers. Due to these vibrations, wells
at depths of 400 to 500 feet collapse, thereby damaging vital water sources. He also
stated that even if mosques, temples, and other buildings are constructed using stones
and soil supplied by the company, the blasting activities would still cause cracks in
these structures. Therefore, he concluded by stating that this project does not provide

any real employment to the people and causes serious environmental and livelihood
impacts.
23. Thiru. Pazha. Raghupathi, Nermai Makkal lyakkam, Poduvarpatti Village:

He greeted everyone and said that he is a social activist from Nermai Makkal

lyakkam. He stated that the two quarries together cover about 45 acres, making them

very large. The pollution from these quarries settles on nearby plants. He said no
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quarry actually follows rules properly. Though they claim to plant 500 trees per hectare,
in reality they do not even plant 50 trees anywhere in Tamil Nadu. According to him,
quarry owners do not follow any rules.

Before this public hearing, the quarry owner was required to upload 45
documents online. However, even up to 8:00 a.m. today, those documents had not
been uploaded. As per law, conducting this public hearing under such circumstances
is improper. The company has not complied with any of the prescribed rules and
regulations. He questioned whether this is an IT company that blasting has to be
carried out merely to provide employment to 38 people. He stated that blasting should
be done only at specified times, but the company carries it out at any time, resulting iﬁ
vibrations being felt within a distance of about 1.5 km to 2.5 km. He further stated that
although it is claimed that this large quarry will be excavated to a depth of 250 to 280
feet, in reality it may extend to 500 or even 1,000 feet. As a result, all the water sources
in this area will dry up and agriculture will become impossible. Studies indicate that
people residing in this area may suffer from respiratory problems and infertility.
Similarly, cattle that consume leaves from this area also develop respiratory issues
and infertility. Despite these facts, the quarry operators claim that there are no
problems. He questioned why false information is being provided and why this public
hearing is being conducted based on such misinformation. ‘

He stated that on the western side of the quarry, wind power generation towers
and transmission lines are located at a distance of about 300 meters and that, as per
Section 83(2) of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, the quarry
has been established illegally. This information has not been disclosed. He pointed out
that where a footpath or cart track exists, a buffer distance of 20 meters must be
maintained to prevent public inconvenience. However, this quarry violates all such
regulations. According to the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report, within
the quarry lease area, the footpath from Survey Nos. 380 to 383 has not been shown,
and government-approved lands exist within a distance of 10 meters. This constitutes
a violation of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. Therefore, he
stated that permission should not be granted for this quarry.

He further stated that on the western side of the quarry lease area, windmill
towers and power lines are located within 279 to 300 meters, and that the quarry
operators have concealed this information and furnished false details. Without
showing the required footpath buffer distance in the village map, statutory permission
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cannot be granted for the quarry. As per the 1959 Rules, if water bodies, government
borewells, private borewells, or overhead water tanks are located within 500 meters,
a safety distance of 150 feet must be maintained. However, borewells and an
overhead water tank located within a radius of 50 meters of the quarry have not been
shown and he stated that he possesses the relevant map as evidence. Similarly, if a
stream or water body exists, a ‘buffer distance of 50 meters (175 feet) must be
maintained. He stated that there is a stream to the west of the quarry, which has also
been concealed. If this quarry is permitted, such water bodies will be affected. The
environment, local residents, and farmers will all be adversely impacted. Therefore,

he concluded that permission should not be granted for this qu'arry.

24. Thiru. K. Jaya Anand, Melkaraipatti Village:

Greetings to everyone. At this public hearing, none of the people who are
.éotually affected are present, only those who benefit from the crusher are present here.
He stated that people living on the western side are not significantly affected by the
crusher. However, during periods when the wind blows, especially when the wind
blows from the east for about three months, severe dust and smoke reach the
residential areas on the eastern side. During those periods, if crops are cultivated,
farmers do not get any return on their investment. Although it is said that the quarry
provides employment, he questioned whether food can be obtained without
agriculture. If there is a quarry, there will be no food, only if there is agriculture will
there be food.

He further stated that among the people living in this area as families, some
have changed their borewells (deep borewells) four times and still do not get water.
There is no water even for cattle. Many people here are not fully aware of the impacts
caused by this crusher. He stated that the effects of this crusher will be realized only
in the future, similar to the effects of COVID. Some diseases have only just begun to
appear. When the impact becomes severe, everyone will be forced to suffer. He
pointed out that vehicles which should travel on a 100-foot-wide road are instead being
forced to travel on a 10-foot-wide road. He mentioned that an accident almost occurred
the da)} before yesterday, and only because the driver was cautious did the vehicle
avoid crashing into a house. Had it happened, one can only imagine the condition of
the people living in that house. He stated that lorries pass continuously even between

7:00 AM. and 8:00 AM., when buses and school vehicles are operating. He
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questioned what would happen to the safety of school children. There is no time
restriction at all in this area. To prevent accidents, either an alternative road should be
provided or strict time restrictions should be imposed. He further stated that most of
the agricultural lands in this area depend on wells of only 50 to 60 feet depth. If the
quarry installs borewells up to a depth of 250 feet, water will no longer be available in
the 50-foot wells. He also stated that due to dust and smoke pollution, cattle are in a
very poor condition and are unable to even consume fodder properly.

He pointed out that no speed breakers have been installed in this area. On a
road that is only 10 feet wide, lorries measuring about 9 feet in width are being
operated, causing severe hardship to people who transport milk cans and move daily
along the road. He demanded that an alternative route be provided for lorries. He
stated that permission for the quarry should be granted only after studying the actual
needs of the farmers in this area and addressing them adequately. He questioned
whether merely providing jelly stones and soil, as claimed by the company, is sufficient.
He emphasized that their basic livelihood must be protected. Only through agriculturé
can people earn their food, but agriculture is steadily being destroyed. He stated that
the people living here are largely uneducated and simple villagers who are aware only
of the present situation and not of what may happen in the future. He urged that the
movement of heavy vehicles in this area should be reduced. He questioned how a
road designed to bear 18-ton loads can withstand vehicles carrying 40 tons. Every
time a lorry passes, people live in fear. Therefore, he requested that an alternative
route be provided. He concluded by requesting that the needs of the farmers in this
area be fulfilled, that appropriate safety arrangements be made considering that only
60-foot-deep wells exist in this region, and that his demands be carefully considered

and appropriate action be taken.

25. Thiru. Baladhandapani, Director:

He said that wherever he goes whether to other places or to TV channels he
always speaks proudly about his native village and the richness of its soil. He said that
this public hearing should have been conducted by calling the people who actually live
around the quarry. Instead, the company has called people for whom it has built
temples, those who sell vegetables, and those who have been given food, and is
conducting the meeting with them. He said that his land is located right at the entrance

of the quarry, with patta in the name of Baladhandapani for Survey Nos. 416, 418 and
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425. He stated that he was not informed about this meeting in any way and came to
know about it only in the morning, after which he came here. He questioned on what
basis this meeting was being conducted and said that at least someone could have
informed him over the phone.

He said that he has not been able to farm his 14 acres of land for the past seven
years. Whenever he brings someone to see the land for sale, they say the dust from
the quarry is unbearable. He explained that even a black car turns white within five
minutes of being parked there, and people ask how anyone could buy such land.
Everyone says the same thing that a quarry is operating over 150 acres in that area.
He said that despite many attempts, he has not been able to meet either the quarry
6wner or the manager. He also said that company employees are misusing his land.
While some villagers feel proud and happy that a big company has come to their area,
he said that this is the very place where he was born and raised. He further said that
his 12 acres of land have remained like wasteland for the past 7 to 8 years and that
farming has become impossible. He said that if the company takes over his land, he
would go somewhere else and find a way to survive. He warned that in order for a few
people tb live comfortably, the agricultural lands of nearby farmers are being
destroyed. He added that rice which costs Rs.100/- today may cost Rs.500/- tomorrow,
and when people finally turn back to farming, there may be no farmland left. He
concluded by saying that if the quarry truly did not affect anyone, it would be
acceptable. But since it is clearly causing harm, he said he had thought about sending
a legal notice to the company through the High Court. He said the company must give

him a proper answer.

26. Thiru. S. Karthikeyan, Melkaraipatti Village:

Greetings to everyone. He said that it is appreciable that the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board is conducting a public hearing. However, he questioned
whether such a large police presence is really necessary for this meeting. He pointed
out that when people go to the police station to file complaints, they are often told that
no personnel are available. He questioned whether so many police officers are
required for a meeting that concerns the basic livelihood issues of the people. He
referred to an earlier speaker, a social activist, who had spoken about government
‘records. He stated that this stone crusher had already been started earlier, was

declared bankrupt, and subsequently closed. He questioned how it is now being
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restarted. He also stated that the workers employed in this quarry are not paid wages
commensurate with their labour, yet they continue to depend on this work to support
their families. |

He said that during the windy season, for nearly four months, people living near
the quarry are unable to do anything. Thick dust spreads everywhere, and while
passing through the area, one has to close one eye due to the dust. He questioned
whether blasting with explosives in such a deep quarry would not affect the people
living nearby. He raised a fundamental question, how will people get food if agriculture
is destroyed? He referred to the words of the poet Bharathi, who said that if even one
person does not have food, the entire world should be shaken. He emphasized that
the country and its people must prosper, that no one should suffer from hunger and
that everyone should live in good health. He stated that when explosives are used to
deepen the quarry to 200 to 300 feet, all nearby borewells will certainly collapse. This
will directly affect the livelihood of farmers living in this area. He further stated that
people who depend on rearing goats and cattle for their livelihood will no longer be
able to continue their occupation and will be forced to migrate from the village. He
questioned whether the authorities or the quarry management can guarantee the
supply of safe and clean drinking water. He alleged that the quarry operators providé
assistance only to a few people in the surrounding area, while the administration
shows reluctance in ensuring the safety and livelihood of other farmers. He stated that
this quarry is not necessary for the people of this area. It will affect drinking water
sources, damage agricultural wells, and lead to the destruction of agriculture. He also
pointed out that heavy vehicles on the road do not reduce their speed while passing
through this area.

He concluded by stating that agriculture in this region will be affected by the
quarry. He stressed that in order to protect farmers’ livelihoods, preserve agriculture,
and ensure safe drinking water, strict measures are required. He said that he
personally withesses heavy vehicles weighing 40 to 50 tons passing at high speed,
putting public safety at serious risk. He urged government officials to ensure the basic
needs of the people food, agriculture and public safety and stated clearly that this
stone quarry is not needed in their area.

27. Thirumathi. Jebagani, NGO, Tirunelveli:
She said she works with an NGO and has attended many such public hearings.

She stated that if a quarry is allowed in a rural area, it should provide drinking water,
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roads, medical facilities, education and other basic amenities to local people. Only
then permission should be considered.
28. Thiru. Satish, NGO, Hyderabad:

He said he is the Secretary of an environmental protection organization. He
stated that the quarry should contribute funds for sustainable development in the area.
.Em'ployment should be provided in a way that protects livelihoods. Permanent housing
should be provided to nearby residents. Environmental protection and green,
sustainable development must go together. He emphasized tree plantation and
protection and said permission may be granted only if environmental rules are strictly

followed.

29. Thiru. Thirugnana Sambandam, Tamil Nadu Noyyal Farmers Protection
Association:

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Noyyal Farmers Protection Association, greetings
were extended to the Revenue Divisional Officer and all others present. He stated that
this public hearing should not be viewed as being against farmers or the general public.
Expressing one’s opinion is a fundamental right guarantéed under the Constitution of
India. Accordingly, this public hearing is being conducted today for the Sri Rajrudra
Minerals- stone quarry. He emphasized that any quarry, irrespective of its nature,
should obtain permission only after strictly complying with all applicable laws and
regulations. The fact that farmers or members of the public express their views should
not create an impression that they are against the quarry. Farmers who may be
affected are expressing their concerns because they fear damage to water sources
and soil. Their primary demand is the protection of nature and the environment.

He stated that the 45 mandatory documents applicable for this public hearing
have not been properly annexed. He referred to Mr. Mugilan, who stated that the
meeting had not been properly notified as per legal procedures. He pointed out that
there are several contradictions in the details announced for this public hearing by the
bompany. Even an ordinary citizen must carry out quarry activities only in accordance
with the law. He further stated that the area contains agricultural lands, wells,
borewells, public pathways and temples, and that the proposal is in violation of the
Minor Mineral Rules. He also stated that the required approval from the Chennai

Environmental Protection Authority has not been obtained.
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He asserted that this public hearing has not been conducted in a proper
manner. He questioned who would protect nature, water, and soil if they are not
safeguarded during our short lifetime. He warned that granting permission in violation
of legal provisions would create hostility between nearby farmers and quarry owners.
He requested that these concerns be taken into consideration by the Revenue
Divisional Officer and the District Environmental Engineer while taking further action.

He further stated that all mandatory safety buffer distance norms of 50 meters,
300 meters and 500 meters have been violated in this case. When houses, wells,
footpaths, and borewells exist very close to the quarry site, he questioned how
permission could be granted. He stated that many people are prepared to approach
the courts if legal provisions are not followed. He also mentioned that about 15 stone
quarries already granted permission in Coimbatore and Tiruppur districts are likely tb
face legal action.

Therefore, he requested that all petitions submitted during this hearing be
properly documented, recorded as evidence and forwarded to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA). He stressed that SEIAA guidelines must be
followed in full and that no permission should be granted in violation of statutory
provisions. Farmers and the general public must be protected and guarry owners must
operate strictly within the law. He concluded by stating that if violations continue, legal
action will certainly be pursued and on behalf of farmers and the public, permission
should not be granted for this quarry. He also urged officials not to recommend

approval if the proposal is contrary to legal requirements.

Conclusion:

District Environmental Engineer, Dindigul:

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Dindigul, stated that members of the public had expressed their views
regarding the project. He further informed that the proceedings of the meeting, along
with the recorded views will be forwarded in CD format to the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. If
there are any petitions from the public that will be enclosed along with that.

He also expressed his gratitude to the Revenue Divisional Officer, Palani, who
presided over and conducted the meeting, the Tahsildar who attended the meeting,‘

officials from various departments, Police officials, media representatives, industry
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representatives, social activists and members of the public and formally concluded the
meeting.

The list of participants (Attendance), audio and video recording (CD/ Pen drive),
98 No's of representation (Petitions) received during meeting in original with

photographs of the public hearing me'eting are enclosed herewith.

District\é) Oik;isional Officer

nvironmental Engineer Reveriu
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Palani
Dindigul

Enclosures:
1. Copy of the newspaper publication regarding the Public Hearing (Tamil and
English dailies).
2. Copy of the attendance register of participants who have attended the Public
Hearing (Total pages: 10, Total participants: 124 persons).
3. CD/Pen drive copy of the Public Hearing meeting.
4. Representation (Petitions) received from the public (Totally 98 Nos).
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