MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH
STONE QUARRY OF M/s. THIRU.R.RAJKUMAR, S.F. No: 10/1 (Block — 1),
PADALUR EAST VILLAGE, ALATHUR TALUK, PERAMBALUR DISTRICT
OVER AN EXTENT OF 1.50.0 HECTARES ON 22/07/2026 AT 10:30 AM IN M/s. SRI
VENKATESWARA  THIRUMANA MANDAPAM, KANNAN COMPLEX,
OOTATHUR ROAD, PADALUR VILLAGE, ALATHUR TALUK, PERAMBALUR

DISTRICT.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:

1. Thiru. S. Sornaraj

Personal Assistant to the District Collector
(General)/Deputy Collector,

Perambalur District.

2. Tmt. S. Vijaya Priya

District Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Perambalur District.
PROPRIETOR:
3. Proprietor : Thiru.R.Rajkumar, Project :

Rough stone quarry of  Mjs.
Thiru.R.Rajkumar, '
S.F.10/1 (Block — 1),

Padalur East Village,

Alathur Taluk, Perambalur District.

The total number of people who attended the meeting, including the Proprietor of the

quarry, Government Officials, Environmental Activists and the General Public, was 437.

(copy of the attendance register is attached herewith).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur,

said “Good morning to everyone, Welcome the Personal Assistant to the Collector (General)

who presiding over the public hearing meeting for the proposed rough stone quarry of M/s.

Thiru.R.Rajkumar, S.F.No. 10/1 (Block-1), Padalur East Village, Alathur Taluk , Perambalur




District and welcomed the other government officials, the public, volunteers, friends from the

press and media and police department on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

and the Perambalur District Administration.

As the proposed project falls within the quarry cluster of 500m radius with the total extent of
16.03.6 Hectares, the Public hearing is being held to obtain Environmental Clearance from
the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority and She said that the press release
regarding the meeting to be held today has been published 30 days in advance in ‘“The New
Indian Express’ English newspaper and ‘DinaThanthi’ Tamil newspaper dated 12.06.2026.

Further, this public hearing meeting has already been advertised through pamphlets, posters
and loudspeakers to inform the public living in Padalur and surrounding villages. The Project
Environmental Consultant will explain the proposed projects in detail and after that, the
public can register their comments one by one by giving their name and address, and the
comments of the public so registered will be recorded in audio and video format and sent to
the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. Now, the environmental consultant

will explain the project description”.

Later, the project consultant explained the project to the public through a Power

Point Presentation.

Then the District Environmental Engineer said: “Those who wish to express their views

can come forward here and state your name and the village you are from and one by one can

come forward to express your views.”

1. Thiru. Shanmugam, Uthangal.
The operation of the quarry provides us with employment opportunities. Through this,
we are able to run our families and educate our children. We do not know any other

occupation besides this work. Therefore, he stated that he has no problem with the arrival of

the quarry and that he is happy about it.

2. Thiru. Ramaraj, Therani.

I would like to extend my morning greetings to the visiting district administration
officials, government authorities, farmers, and members of the general public present here,
and I wish to place only a few points on record. Although I wish to speak at length, my throat
is not cooperating, so I will keep my remarks brief. The establishment of thé stone quarry

causes no harm to farmers, provided that stones are quarried strictly within the limits



prescribed by the government. When stones are mined beyond the stipulated limits, the
groundwater of agricultural lands gets affected. Among the farmers géthered here, some
know exactly why and for what purpose we have come, while others do not. The
administration must take this into consideration. When conducting blasting operations at the
quarry, drilling must be done strictly within the permitted depth. Drilling to excessive depths
and detonating large quantities of explosives causes vibrations in nearby 'buildings. To
prevent such vibrations, I request the quarry management to drill moderately and extract
stones strictly within the permitted limits. Furthermore, when stones are transported from the
quarry in lorries, stones and dust particles fall into agricultural lands, causing damage. It was
shown on the screen that water would be sprayed on the roads used by the lorries. However,
water 1s sprayed only when officials or the media visit; at all other times, no water is sprayed.
The dust particles raised when the lorries pass by severely affect the agridultural lands and
crops. If crops like onion and groundnut are cultivated, they got wasted. One farmer had a
well-yielding lemon orchard. However, due to the stone dust caused by the movement of
crusher lorries, that entire orchard was ruined. The district administration must take note of
this. Due to my current inability to speék for a long time, I have placed only a few poihts on
record. Furthermore, I will submit my demands in writing on the 31st in the presence of the
District Collector. Everyone in the public must think about their own future and the future of
our coming genérations. Last time, I requested that another stone quarry should not be
established in this same area. However, that request was not fulfilled. Back then, I stated that
there would be a water scarcity in this region ten years from now. But today, a water shortage
has hit us even ahead of that timeline. A situation has arisen where no crop can be cultivated
properly. Therefore, all men- and women must think about their own future and their
children's futﬁre. The most crucial thing for your children is the water resource. Evedone
must keep this in mind. When drinking water shortage arose, I submitted a petition to repair
~ the nurherous leaks that had occurred in the Cauvery water pipeline. The government
accepted it and fixed the issues. Therefore, I have not come here today to oppose this stone
quarry. You may establish the quarry; however, it must operate in a manner that causes
absolutely no harm to the general public and farmers. I request that the grievances of the
farmers be resolved and proper compensation be provided to those who are affected. I have
been given the responsibility of serving as the Alathur Block President on behalf of the Tamil
Nadu Farmer’s Association. It is being claimed that infoﬁnation regarding this public hearing
was announced in our village using loudspeakers. However, no such announcement was

made. During the previous meeting, posters were pasted in many places. But this time,



posters were not put up anywhere. Information was given only to the nearby Thiruvalakurichi
village; the residents of other villages had no idea about this meeting. Therefore, I informed
- several people about this meeting through my association. When I went to inspect in person, I
found out that about forty families reside in a Village named Rajamalai. The school students
in that village do not even have a proper pathway or access road to go to school. Even when it
rains, they continue to go to school through this highly deplorable pathway. The quarry
operates twenty-four hours a day in that area. The air breathed by the residents there is
entirely filled with dust and sand particles. This severely affects their basic livelihood.
Therefore, I asked those villagers to attend this public hearing and voice their grievances to
the district administration. If the residents of that village have come here, they should come
up to the stage and present their demands. Furthermore, I request the quarry management to
provide a proper road facility and a school vehicle facility to the extent possible, ensuring that
the school students can travel to and from school safely. I express my gratitude to the district
administration, government authorities, general public, and farmers for giving me the
opportunity to speak for this long. Thank you, Greetings (Vanakkam).
3.Thiru.Periyasami, Therani

Greetings to everyone. We have come here from Therani village. The road passing
along the lake bund in Therani was constructed just recently, in January 2021. However,
three or four quarries in that area were auctioned off. Four or five owners joined together and
took the tender. Because they operated fifty to sixty lorries a day, loading them with stones
and driving them along that road day and night, the road was completely damaged within just
six months of its construction. When we questioned them about this, they promised to repair
the road by the time the quarry work concluded. However, up until this very moment, they
have not repaired the road. Our agricultural lands are located right on the side of that road.
All the dust and stone particles generated during the crushing of stones fall directly into our
lands. The dust particles emitting from the crusher are also settling on my agricultural land.
The district administration should deploy officials to inspect the area in person. Due to the
heavy accumulation of dust, we are unable to cultivate. Even if we do cultivate, we get no
yields. Therefore, the district administration and the concerned authorities must first repair
this road. Those who operate the lorries must drive the vehicles in a controlled manner to
prevent excessive dust from rising. Only if this is done can we carry out farming. Currently,
because the lorries are driven at high speeds and continuously, the dust particles fly up to a
distance of two to three kilometers from the quarry. Because of this, all the lemon plants are

affected and ruined. At present, a situation has arisen where no crop, including groundnut and



maize, can be cultivated properly. The government must bring this under control. First, the
road must be repaired for us. If the road is not repaired, the general public will unite to block
and stop the quarry lorries coming down that road. Thank you to everyone for giving me the
opportunity to speak.
4, Thiru.Manivel, Therani
Greetings to the general public. I have no objection to the establishment of this quarry.

However, goats and cattle are heavily affected by this quarry. The cattle refuse to eat crops
like sorghum (maize) that are covered in dust. The roads have been severely damaged. Even
if the government lays a new road, it gets ruined within ten days because of the continuous
movement of these lorries. A situation has arisen where we do not even have a pathway to
reach our agricultural lands. There is also no path left to take our goats and cattle for grazing.
A massive amount of dust flies around due to the lorries. You must first inform us what
actions you are going to take regarding all these problems and what facilities you' are going to
prdvide for us. Only after that should further operations be carried out. Currently, there is no
way for the goats and cattle to drink water or graze. Therefore, proper pathways and
necessary facilities must be established for this purpose. Thank you.
S. Thiru. Dharmaraj, Rajamalai Village

There are about ten to fifteen school students who travel back and forth between
Thiruvalakurichi and Rajamalai. During the rainy season, it is extremely difficult for them to
commute to and from school. Therefore, a proper pathway facility must definitely be
provided for our village. Similarly, a quarry is operational in our area. The quarry and crusher
operations must be conducted in a manner that does not generate excessive dust. We have
been living in this village for several generations; we cannot leave this place and move
elsewhere. Children are the most severely affected by the dust emitting from the quarry and
crusher. Therefore, the crusher must be operated without causing dust pollution. About forty
to fifty people from our locality are employed in companies like Saroja Crusher and Raj Blue
Metal. Since the quarry operations have been halted for the past two or three months,
everyone who worked there has lost their livelihood. We need eniplqyment opportunities, and
the quarry must opérate. At the same time, the quarry should be run without causing any harm
to the general public and chﬂdrén, and the necessary amenities must be provided. Thank you,
Greetings (Vanakkam).

6. Thiru.Sﬁkthivel, Uthangal

| Greetings to the officials and the general public. I have come here to speak in favor of

wanting the quarry. This is because the people living in areas including Uthangal,



Kuttiyappan Colony, Rajamalai, and Padalur M.G.R. Colony all depend entirely on this stone
quarry for our survival. Roughly three hundred to four hundred families rely solely on this
stone quarry as their livelihood. We have no other source of livelihood besides this. Just
because one or two individuals are affected, please do not destroy the livelihoods of three
hundred to four hundred families. I respectfully request that this quarry be allowed to
continue its operations, and with that, I take my leave. Thank you.
7. Thiru. Varadharajan, Therani

First of all, I would like to extend my greetings to the District Collector, the
government officials present here, the farmers, and members of the general public. A speaker
who spoke here earlier mentioned that they depend entirely on the stone quarry for their
survival. For the people who rely on the stone quarry to live, we must request the district
administration to provide alternative employment opportunities or other means of livelihood.
{There was some commotion, then the meeting continued}.
{District Environmental Engineer: She asked the public to mention their Name, place
before register their opinions}.
{There was some commotion, then the meeting continued}.
{District Environmental Engineer: She said that all the opinidns register by public have
been recorded}.
{There was some commotion, then the meeting continued}.
Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He asked the public to take their seats}.
{There was some commotion, then the meeting continued}.
Personal Assistant to Collector (General): All members of the public can remain calm and
record their opinions. Please do not talk among yourselves; speak one by one and state your
views on whether you want the quarry or not. You may record your opinions after stating
your name and village details. }
{There was some commotion, then the meeting continued}.
{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): You have not come here to talk among
yourselves. Everyone, please sit down quietly. Those who come forward to express their
views must first state their name and the name of their village, and then state only their
opinion briefly. The police personnel present here must instruct those who are standing and
talking to remain silent. This is a public hearing regarding the quarry. You must only state
opinions and demands related to this quarry. Do not express unrelated personal opinions. }
Agriculture is the backbone of our nation. However, industries like this operate in a manner

that breaks that very backbone. The stone quarry causes severe damage to our region. There



is a saying that a human being eats soil only after death; but here, we are breathing in dust
and soil while we are still alive. The dust rising from the quarry affects agriculture and crops.
We breathe this dust every single day. There are about forty villages surrounding the quarry.
The people living in all those villages are breathing only the dust and smoke emitted by the
quarry. If a quarry is to be auctioned off, it must be auctioned only after first providing
alternative livelihoods and the necessary safety measures for the local people. Providing
safety and protection to the people is my primary demand. When the depth of stone extraction
in the quarry goes deeper than the depth of agricultural wells, the groundwater in the wells
depletes, leaving them dry. This creates a situation where farming becomes impossible. Only
if farmers produce food items can the hunger of the people be satisfied. Therefore, we do not
need this quarry in our region. Our area has already been severely affected. I requést that
proper measures be taken to ensure that people in other regions do not suffer in the same
manner. Thank you very much. |
{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): A kind request to the general public: those who
express their views must first clearly state whether they want this quarry or not. Before doing
so, you must state your name and the name of your village. If you want the quarry, state the
reason for it in just two lines. Even if you do not want the quarry, state your reasons briefly
and clearly,” he stated.}

8. Thiru.Mahamuni, Padalur
I am from Padalur village. I support the establishment of this stone quarry. Because

the stone quarry is operational, the stones required for construction work are made available,
and it also provides employment opportunities for the general public. Thank you.
9.Thiru. Periyasamy, Alathur Gate |

I sﬁpport this stone quarry. The job dependent on this stone quarry is my only source
of livelihood. Thank you.
10.Thiru. Vinayagam, Therani ‘

Respected Tamilians, Tamil people, greetings to everyone. I am from Therani
village. I own three acres of agricultural Jand in Thiruvalakurichi, situated on the eastern side
of Padalur, where I actively carry out farming. In the past, people extracted river sand to
build houses and roads. However, the government has now banned the mining of river sand.
In such a scenario, how are people supposed to make a living? This stone quarry crushes and
provides the stones necessary for people to build their homes, while also providing them with
employment opportunities. Furthermore, this quarry operates in a manner that assists people

with all their life events, both good and bad. I am not someone who works for selfish gains.



Serving as a district farmers' leader, I visit the District Collector’s office every month to
present‘ and fulfill the demands needed by the people. Therefore, I humbly request that this
stone quarry be permitted. Greetings. '
11.Thiru. Kanagaraj, Padalur

I have come here to speak in support of this stone quarry. We need this stone quarry.
A speaker here mentioned that people in the Rajamalai area have been without employment
or any .other occupation for the past fifty days. If this stone quarry does not operate, the
people of this region will not get employment opportunities. Therefore, this stone quarry is
absolutely necessary.
Instead of looking only at the perspective of one group, the situation of the people who
depend on the stone quarry for their survival must also be taken into consideration. People are
suffering immensely due to the lack of work. Therefore, I request that we need this stone
quarry. Thank you.
12.Thiru. Selvamani, Alathur

We need this stone quarry.

13.Thiru. Thangam, Perumalpalayam

We are people who were brought here as bonded labourers. About a hundred of us
belonging to our community live here. We need this stone quarry. Our children work in the
stone quarry. We were brought here as bonded labourers from Delhi. We do not have any
basic amenities such as housing facilities, drinking water facilities, or road facilities. No one
cares about us. We are in a state where we even have to pay money to buy and drink water.
We need this stone quarry so that our children can get employment opportunities. We get our
income only from this stone-breaking work. We have no lands or fields of our own. It has
been forty years since we were brought here as bonded labourers from Delhi, and there is no
help for us who are living here. Thank you, Greetings (Vanakkam).
14.Thiru. Kaliyaperumal, Therani

Sand required for construction works is not available. Therefore, we need this quarry
to manufacture M-Sand. Thank you.
{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): A kind request to the general public: those who
express their views must first clearly state whether they want this quarry or not. If you want
the quarry, state the reason for it in just two lines. Even if you do not want the quarry, state

your reasons briefly and clearly,” he stated. }



15. Thiru.Kandhasamy, Thiruvalakurichi

Good morning to everyone. The speakers who spoke earlier belong to Therani village.
Therani is our neighboring village. We also have a marriage hall in our village; this place is
Padalur, but the location where the quarry is being established is Thiruvalakurichi. Therefore,
no one should say that those who have come here to express their views should not speak.
Meetings related to stone quarries should ideally be conducted in the respective villages;
however, since the meeting is currently being held in a common place; everyone has the right
to express their views. They should not be treated or spoken to like enemies. I carry out
farming, and I also own a lorry. It is a well-known fact to everyone that there is currently no
wafer available for agriculture. I do not know clearly whether this lack of water is due to
natural causes or if agriculture is affected because of the crusher. Livelihoods have been
affected by the crusher. The quarry owners must create more employment opportunities for
the local people. They must provide employment to at least a hundred people. Currently,
workers are being paid a wage of one thousahd rupees a day and are made to work for twelve
hours. This wage is not sufficient to meet their family expenses. Therefore, local workers
must be provided an increased salary of 1,500 rupees. The quarry owners talk nicely only
when they need something from us. However, when the public faces a problem, we are the
ones who have to go searching for them. They do not respect the village people. I am a
farmer myself, and everyone knows my situation. Currently, I have been pushed into doing
driving work. We welcome the stone quarry. The crusher owners must provide employment

bopportunities to the local people. If at least fifty individuals benefit from this, we will
welcome this stone quarry. Those who benefit from the quarry should also come here and

speak. If the crusher comes, a situation arises where we can go to break stones for work, so

we need the stone quarry. Thank you.

16.Thiru. Devi, Padalur Village
Greetings to everyone. We need the quarry. It cannot be said that there is no benefit

from the quarry. Because the quarry is operational, it is beneficial for the lorry drivers and the
workers employed there. Blasting operations in the quarry must be conducted in a manner
that causes no harm or damage. We humbly request that we need this quarry. Thank you.
17.Thiru. Priya, Padalur o
' I support the stone quarry. Because the quarry is not operational, the livelihoods of the
people who depend on it have been affected. Therefore, the quarry must operate to provide
employment opportunities for the general public. At the same time, proper safety measures

must be undertaken to ensure that the quarry causes no harm or impact to the public. A large



number of trees must be planted and grown. The needs of the people living in the area where
the quarry is located must be identified and fulfilled. With these conditions, I support the
stone quarry. Thank you. ‘ ‘

18.Thiru. Venkatesh, Perumalpalayam

Greetings to everyone. We work as stone-breaking labourers. We have been doing

this work since our childhood. Currently, because this work is not available, our lives are

‘extremely difficult. No one else in the surrounding areas provides us with any work. Because

of this, we are facing immense hardships. If permission is granted for this quarry to operate,
we will be very happy. Thank you, Greetings (Vanakkam).
19.Thiru. Settu, Uthangal

Our ancestral occupation is stone-breaking. Therefore, I support this stone quarry.
Thank you, Greetings (Vanakkam).
20.Thiru. Dhanalakshmi, Thiruvalakurichi

We need the stone quarry. A way must be cleared so that all the-people can work and
earn a livelihood. Thank you, Greetings (Vanakkam).
21.Thiru. Ilaiyaraja, Thiruvalakurichi

Because the environment is being polluted, I say that we do not want this stone
quarry. Due to drinking the contaminated water that gets discharged after blasting operations
at the quarry, hundreds of goats and cattle die every year. Because of this, our village has
been affected on a massive scale. Agriculture is also deteriorating to a very critical condition.
There is no groundwater left. Therefore, we completely oppose this stone quarry. We do not
want the stone quarry.

22.Thiru. Thangaraj, Irur

As a speaker mentioned earlier, cattle are dying from drinking the contaminated water
at the quarry. Crops have also been affected. Therefore, my opinion is that we do not want
this stone quarry. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak.
23.Thiru. S. Raja, Padalur

I am stating that a stone quarry is absolutely not needed in this region. The
groundwater level required for agriculture is depleting to an alarmingly dangerous level. We
do not want the stone quarry. Even if one person benefits from a stone quarry, it causes
problems for thousands of people. The officials must think about this. Goats, cattle, and
agricultural crops are all being affected. This must also be taken into consideration. The stone
quarries already operating in areas including Padalur, Irur, and Thiruvalakurichi are more

than enough. I wish to state that a new stone quarry is not needed again.



24.Thiru. Siranthaiya, Uthangal
We can only make a living if the stone quarry is operational. We absolutely need the

stone quarry. We own lorries and are currently waiting without any work. Thank you,
Greetings (Vanakkam).

25.Thiru. Jeganathan, Driver
If the stone quarry is operational, we will get employment opportunities right within

our local area. We, the drivers, will benefit from this. Therefore, we absolutely need the stone
quarry.
26.Thiru. Prakashvel, Thiruvalakurichi

We do not need the stone quarry. In a place where a hundred people live, if forty

people depend on the quarry to survive, the remaining sixty farmers are being severely
affected. The government claims that it provides employment opportunities to thirty or forty
individuals. When the Trichy Dairy unit (Aavin Milk Dairy) was established, they must tell
us exactly how many people from Thiruvalakurichi were given jobs there. They promise to
provide road infrastructure, but they construct the road only halfway and leave the rest
incomplete before walking away. They instruct that the lorries transporting stones must be
covered with tarpaulins; however, no one follows this properly. Because of this, the
environment is heavily polluted. There is no longer any way left even to raise livestock.
Bécause they have exploited and scavenged every single area, the water bodies are no longer
“clean either. We depend solely on agriculture and livestock for our survival. No one survives
by relying on the stone quarry alone. Just so forty people can live, they are attempting to
destroy the livelihoods of sixty people. Therefore, we do not need this stone quarry.

Likewise, it must be run only in a manner that causes absolutely no harm to the farmers.
Hence, the stone quarry is not needed. Thank you.

27. Thiru. Nallaselvam, Padalur
He requested everyone in the general public to remain silent. We have come here to

speak for our future. First of all, I would like to extend my greetings to the government
officials and the public from all the villages gathered in this assembly. My name is
Nallaselvam. I am from Padalur village. Some people who spoke here asked why a public
hearing is being conducted in Padalur when the quarry is being established in
Thiruvalakurichi. I will provide the answer to that. If the groundwater level depletes in
Thiruvalakurichi, its impact will be felt in Padalur as well. Some people here stated that they -
have no work and that they will get employment only if this quarry arrives. Similarly, some
people spoke about the problems caused by the quarry. Do you think they have come to speak



for their own selfish gains? They are speaking only so that the next generation can live well.
We all know the saying, 'A disease-free life is a wealth diminishing-free' (Good health is the
greatest wealth). What is absolute wealth? Is the income earned today the only true wealth?
Does it become our wealth just because two quarries open up and a couple of lorries operate?
That is not true wealth. The food we eat, the clean air we breathe, and the pure water we
drink are our true wealth. Whatever else we accumulate besides this is wealth that is entirely
unnecessary for us. I have a question for those who say they want this stone quarry. Try
standing without breathing for just five minutes. Can you do it? Do you not need to breathe
tomorrow, and do you not need to eat? If you get a job just for today, will all your problems
be solved? During a previous public hearing, someone pointed out exactly how severely the
air we breathe has become polluted. If this stone quarry arrives, the very air we breathe will
be the first thing to be most critically affected. Next, our water will be affected. I want to ask
something of the elders gathered here. Once upon a time, how wonderfully did we get water
in this region? We got water by using just an ordinary motor. However, today, water no
longer flows through those motors. Because of this, people are using submersible motors, but
even those fail to draw water. As the saying goes, "You can only scoop into a ladle what is
already inside the pot'. When there is no water left at all, what is the use of drilling even
deeper? It is fine to say that a quarry is coming and jobs are being created. You build houses
with the money you earn today. However, if your grandsons and granddaughters cannot even
live in this place tomorrow, what is the use of building a house here? What is the use of
owning land? We must first create a healthy environment for the next generation to live in.
Look at this map on my mobile phone. This is Thiruvalakurichi village; this is the area
located behind Perumalmalai. In that spot alone, there are sixteen stone quarries. All of these
remain as old quarry pits. Based on my calculations around our town, there are twenty-two
stone quarries that are visible to my eyes alone. They have riddled our region with holes like
a sieve. Beyond this point, no matter how many borewells you sink or wells you dig, you will
not get water. All the water will only accumulate in the stone quarry pits. Furthermore, if you
keep increasing the number of quarries, how will we get drinking water in the future?
Currently, I am supplying and distributing water in this region. I can supply water to you only
as long as there is water left in my own well. Once that water is also exhausted, even I will
not be able to help you. Will all of you pack up and leave for other towns then? Tomorrow,
your children and grandchildren have to live right here. If you want to accumulate property or
wealth for them, our town must first be a good, livable place. There are twenty-two massive

quarry pits surrounding Thiruvalakurichi village. A situation will arise where no water will be



found, no matter how many borewells you sink or how many wells you dig. We are already
experiencing a heatwave wind called El Nifio. The government itself has currently declared
Perambalur district as a drought-prone district. On one hand, the government itself has
declared this a drought-prone district, but on the other hand, it is conducting a public hearing
to open a new quarry. Is the government not aware of this contradiction? Therefore, all the
people must unite and state with a unanimous voice that we do not want this stone quarry. We
do not want a crusher anymore either. He turned to the general public and asked if they
wanted the stone quérry. Those who say they do not want it should come forward here and
say so without any hesitation. This one hour that we spend at this public hearing is what is
going to determiﬁe our future and the future of the next generation. Thank you, Greetings
(Vanakkam). '
28.Thiru. Ananthan, Thiruvalakurichi

Greetings to everyone. My name is Ananthan. I come from Thiruvalakurichi village.
Jusf as my brother stated eariier, I support the requirement of this stone quarry. No matter
what subject you look at, it is bound to have both advantages and disadvantages. While one
group claims that the quarry causes damage, I am stating that there are benefits from the
quarry at the same time. If you ask what the benefit is: there is a ten percent impact on water,
we cannot survive just by relying on agriculture without a house to live in. If we need to build
a house, can we build it just with a thatched roof like in the olden days? A stone quarry is an
abéolute necessity to obtain the stones required to build houses. About sixty percent of the
people live by relying on this stone quarry. In every matter, there will always be both good
and bad. Various groups of people, including lorry drivers, crusher workers, stone-breaking
labourers, and farmers, reside in this region. Therefore, I humbly request the authorities that
we need this stone quarry for our village. Thank you, Greetings (Vanakkam).
{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): Those who wish to express their views can
come forward quickly and record their opinions.}

- 29.Thiru. Thirunavukkarasu, Irur

I come from Irur village. The damage caused by this stone quarry does not affect
Thiruvalakurichi village alone; it affects all the surrounding villages as well. Brother
Nallaselvam spoke exceptionally well. He explained clearly how many stone quarries are
located behind the mountain and how many quarry pits exist. We keep granting permissions
for new stone quarries over and over again. Not even ten percent of the people benefit from
these stone quarries. India is an agricultural country. By destroying agriculture, what are you

going to achieve with just stone quarries? Within Tamil Nadu itself, stones are being quarried



and crushed in the highest number of locations right here in Perambalur district. Are the
stones crushed here being used only within this region? They are taking them away
externally, lorry after lorry, and we do not know where they are going. Only a single
individual is making a fortune and surviving, but thousands of people are being severely
affected. Farmers are continuously being destroyed. Now, they claim that the stone workers
stand to benefit. However, can an ordinary person manually break stones there? Heavy
machinery breaks the stones. Heavy-duty lorries transport the stones away. Because of this,
only private individuals are making a fortune; none of us, the general public and farmers, are
making a living. This is an agricultural country. Only if agriculture flourishes can we all
survive. Brother Ananthan asked if we can survive if there is only heat and no rain. Can you
survive without food? During thé COVID pandemic, all industries ground to a halt. Food is
what matters most. Stone quarries can exist in small numbers, but currently, their number has
become excessively high. We are completely wiping out Perambalur district. Why are you
conducting a public hearing only in Thiruvalakurichi village? Is the quarry situated behind
the Anjaneyar temple operating strictly within the limits permitted by the government? They
have excavated there to such an extreme extent that the Anjaneyar mountain itself is on the
verge of disappearing. Looking at this causes immense anxiety. I have come here to speak not
just for my own future, but for everyone's future. Food and water are paramount. The well
water has reached a state where it is completely unfit for drinking. If this situation persists,
we will not be able to survive anywhere in Perambalur district, let alone Thiruvalakurichi.
We keep saying over and over again not to grant permissions for stone quarries. However,
just so a handful of corporate owners can make a fortune, you keep conducting these public
hearings over and over again, attempting to grant licenses for new quarries. For the sake of a
few individuals making a profit, the entire land is being destroyed. The quarry owners are
growing on a massive scale; however, the labourers just keep working relentlessly. Those
who are in poverty continue to remain in poverty. Crushing stones provides no solution to the
problems of the people. Only if agriculture exists can we survive. Most of our families have
progressed and uplifted themselves only through agriculture; only the stone quarry owners
have progressed through the stone quarry. Therefore, a new stone quarry is not needed in any
region. No one should grant permission for the quarry. Do not create a situation of protest. I
am not speaking for myself alone; I am speaking for my community and for future
generations. In the future, when there is no food, can we scoop up and eat bare stones? So
many problems are being created. Do not grant permission to this stone quarry just for a few

individuals to make a living. I request you not to create a situation where the public is killed



by explosives. We cannot scoop up and eat stones. We can eat only if onions and rice are
cultivated. We do not want this permission; our generations will be severely affected. The
stone quarry situation is in a highly deplorable state in our district. If I dig a 20-foot well and
someone else digs a 30-foot well, the water will drain into his well. When that is the case, the
quarry depth is 500 to 1,000 feet deep. How will water ever spring into our wells?
Thiruvalakurichi will be entirely destroyed. If we permit this stone quarry, we will turn into a
place like Somalia. Thank you, Greetings (Vanakkam).
30. Thiru. Renganathan, Thiruvalakurichi

The quarry must be run properly by spraying water in a manner that causes no harm to
the environment. Twenty days ago, the District Environmental Engineer conducted an
inspection near the garbage dump site. Within a week following that inspection, the garbage
accumulated there was completely cleared out. On behalf of Thiruvalakurichi village, 1
express my gratitude to the Environmental Engineer for this swift action. I have come
forward here to speak in support of this stone quarry. I welcome this stone quarry.
- {Personal Assistant to Collector (General): Those who wish to express their views can
come forward quickly and record their opinions. Those who express their views must first
clearly state whether they want this quarry or not. If you want the quarry, state the reason for
it in just two lines. Even if you do not want the quarry, state your reasons briefly and clearly.
Please do not talk among yourselves; speak one by one, and everyone will be given an
opportunity,” he stated. “All your opinions will be recorded in audio-visual format. If
members of the public wish to submit written petitions, they may do so now. They will be
forwarded to higher-ranking officials,” he added.}
31.Thiru. Manimegalai, Therani

I need this stone quarry.

{District Environmental Enginee: She stated that the opinions of the public would be
recorded in both audio and video formats and forwarded to the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA).}

32.Thiru. Kumar, Therani
My name is Kumar. I serve as the Alathur Block Secretary for the All India

Agricultural Labourers Association, and I am also the Block Secretary for thirty-nine
panchayats. Since I serve as the Block Secretary for all the agricultural labourers belonging to
surrounding Villages including Thiruvalakurichi, Therani, Irur, and Padalur, I extend my
heartfelt gratitude to all the coThiruades who have gathered here from Thiruvalakurichi,

Therani, Irur, Padalur, Alathur Gate, Perumalpalayam, and the surrounding regions. The



stones obtained from the stone quarry are utilized for various tasks. The materials required to
construct houses and lay roads are made available through the stone quarry. Because the
government suddenly imposed a ban on extracting river sand, people faced severe hardships
due to the unavailability of sand required to build homes. It is only because M-Sand and P-
Sand were manufactured after that, that we are able to construct sturdy buildings today. At
the same time, certain damages and impacts are caused to the farmers because of this stone
quarry. For that reason, we are not saying that the government should not lease out the stone
quarry to private managements. In accordance with the regulations prescribed by the
government, stones must be extracted strictly within the depth permitted by the government;
the law and regulations must not be violated. A safety fence must be erected around the
quarry, and trees must be planted and grown on a large scale. It must be maintained in a
manner that causes no harm to the general public. By growing trees in the areas surrounding
the quarry, we can also protect our water bodies. Currently, one section of the public says
they want the quarry, while another section says they do not want it. Therefore, the situation
of all sections of the people must be taken into consideration. We must understand the plight
of those who state that their livelihood depends entirely on this stone quarry. At the same
time, we must protect the farmers from facing large-scale damages. The stone quarry must
operate properly in accordance with government regulations. I extend my support to this
stone quarry. Thank you, Greetings (Vanakkam).
33.Thiru. Rasitha, Therani

My native village is Therani. My name is Rasitha. I support the stone quarry.
34. Thiru. Sakunthala, Therani

My name is Sakunthala. I support the stone quarry.
35.Thirﬁ. Vennila, Therani

My native village is Therani. I need the stone quarry.
36.Thiru. Saranya, Therani

I come from Therani village. We need the stone quarry. However, following the
regulations prescribed by the government, stones must be blasted and extracted strictly within
the permitted limits. The stone quarry must be operated in a manner that causes absolutely no
harm to the general public and agriculture. Thank you. |
37. Thirus. Kalpana, Therani

I support the stone quarry.
{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He stated that members of the public may

record their opinions after stating their name and village details. He called upon everyone to



come forward quickly and express their views. He then-asked the assembly if the public

hearing could be concluded.}

38. Thiru. Raja, Therani 7
Greetings. We do not have any major grievances against this industrial enterprise

- itself. However, there are numerous shorteomings in the functioning of the district
administration. Only educated individuals are speaking in this meeting. Only people from ‘
Thiruvalakurichi are speaking. The residents of all surrounding villages have the right to
- express their views. When people from Therani village speak, some ask, 'Who are you to
speak?' The district administration is merely watching this happen as a bystander. When a
project is unplemented in a vﬂlage it does not concern that village alone; it concerns the
residents of all surroundmg v111ages as well. Rather than the quarry owners it is the d1strlct
administration that must ensure government rules and laws are stnctly followed. They must .
make the quarry owners operate under control without causmg impacts hke dust pollution. If
the district admlmstratlon monitors properly and takes action, the quarry owners will also"-
 function in an. orderly manner. The district administration must cooperate to ensure that
business is conducted within the rules: Therefore, I extend my support to this stone quarry.
39. Thiru. Mariammal, Padalur : | ‘ ' '

My son “works as a lorry driver right in. the quarry. Therefore we need the stone
quarry. It is impossible to construct houses and buildings without stones and gravel. Because
of that, a stone quarry is an absolute necessity. At the same time, I humbly request that the
stone quarry must Be‘ operared in a manner that causes absolutely no harm to the general -
pubhc and agrrculture o
{Personal Assistant to Collector (General) He stated that members of the pubhc may

 record their opinions after stating their name and ylllage detvarls., He called upon everyone to

- come forward quickly and express their views. } | B

 40. Thiru. Amutha, Alathur Gate

Greetmgs We come from Alathur Gate. My name is Amudha. We need the stone quarry.
Only if the stone quarry exists can we get the stones and gravel requlred to construct houses, |
buildings, and lay roads. Thank you, Greetings (Vanakkam). ‘
Personal Assistant to Collector (General): All the opinions expressed Irere have been
‘properly recorded, and the written petitions have also been received. On behalf of the district
administration, these matters will be brought to the attention of the District Collector, and all
these grievances and viewpoints will be submitted to the Chennai head office transparently

and without any concealment. Extending my gratitude to all the village residents and well-



|

J

wishers who cooperated with this public hearing up until this hour, I thank you. Thank you,
Greetings (Vanakkam).

Enclosures
1. Copy of attendance register of Public hearing (37 pages - 437 members)
2. Project summary Presentation
3. Copy of petitions received during Public hearing-13 Nos.

4. Video recording of public hearing CD

o %ﬁﬂ"(w
District Environn%‘*gl%gineer, Personal Assi to Collector

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, (General)/ Deputy Collector,
Perambalur. Perambalur.
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