A

\Ez.lmzf lthb

e O Sy g Ryt
R R R R gy
Nt Uiy P v

174
TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting of M/s.Ragavendra Minerals and Chemicals
Limestone Quarry located at S.F.No. 809/2, 3, 4 & 5(P), Thennilai Village, Kadavur
Taluk, Karur District over an Extent of 2.51.5 Hectaresheld on 02.01.2025 at 11.00 A.M
in_Vasantham Mahal, Palayam Main Road, E.B. Office Near, Chinthamanipattv,

Kelapaguthi Village, Kadavur Taluk, Karur District.

Participants
1. Thiru. M. Kannan,

District Revenue Officer,
Karur.

2. Er.V.Jayakumar,
District Environmental Engineer, .
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Karur District.

3. Participants— As per List.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer welcomed all the public hearing gathered to
attend the meeting which is being held on behalf of the District Administration and the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board. Now, M/s. Ragavendra Minerals and Chemicals Limestone
Quarry had applied to held this public hearing. As per the Environmental Impact' Assessment
Report of 2006, it is mandétory to seek public opinion on the project. Therefore, this public
hearing is being held today. In this regard, already an advertisement was published in the
Dinamalar Tamil daily and The New Indian Express English daily, both dated 30.11.2024.
Copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report related to this project were made
available for public viewing one month in advance at the District Collector's Office, the
District Industrial Centre, and the Panchayat Union Office.

He further informed that a wide publicity was also made in this regard about the
meeting on 30.12.2024 in Thennilaiand its surrounding villages through loudspeakers,

pamphletshnd posters. A copy of executive summary report in both Tamil and English
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regarding the project has also been uploaded to the website of the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board for public viewing. He then requested the District Revenue Officer to preside
over the meeting.

District Revenue Officer:

The District Revenue Officer welcomed the public who attended the public hearing
meeting. He informed that the public hearing regarding M/s. Ragavendra Minerals and
Chemicals Limestone Quarry to be established at S.F.No. 809/2, 3, 4 & 5(P), Thennilai
Village is being conducted in accordance with Government guidelines. He also mentioned
that information related to this project has already been uploaded on TNPCB websites. He
has requested the public to express their views clearly and concisely, without any hesitation.
He assured that all the opinions and grievances raised in this public hearing meeting would be
submitted impartially to the government. The District Revenue Officer further informed that
the project consultant for the quarry would brief the project.

Environmental Consultant, Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions:

He said that all Departmental Government officials including District Revenue
Officer and District Environmental Engineer, Press Friends, Environmentalists and Police
Officers are welcome to participate in this Public hearing meeting. He explained the details of
the proposed project as follows.

1. An introduction to mining

. Location map of the project site

. Project details of mining

. Features surrounding the project site

. Photograph of project site
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6. Satellite image of project site
7. Surface photograph of project site

8. Reserves and proposed mining of mineral resources
9. 10 km. Peripheral features

10. 10 km. Peripheral land use

11. 10 km Perimeter base data map

12. Basic environmental monitoring

13. Map of location where soil sample was collected
14. Land environment

15. Soil environment

16. Map of location where water quality was monitored
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17. Test results of water quality

18. Photograph of wind direction

19. Map of'location where air monitoring was done

20. Results of Air Monitoring”Study

21. A map of the area where the sound level was studied

22. Results Of Volume Study

23. Aﬁticipated environmental impacts and preventive measures

24. Environmental Impact Assessment

25. Anticipated Air Environmental Impacts and Preventive Measures
26. Anticipated acoustic environmental impacts and preventive measures
27. Anticipated Water Environment Impacts and Preventive Measures
28. Water sprinkling on roads

29. Construction of green wall

30. Technology and Site

District Environmental Engineer:

He requested the public gathered in the premises to register their name along with
address and address their views regarding the project.

1. Thiru. Saravanan, Lalapettai:

Thiru. Saravanan in his address, he introduced himself and greeted everyone.He said
that he is a social activist. He said that he supports the mining of limestone quarry by
M/s. Raghavendra and Dhanapal, which is in the Thennilai Panchayat, Kadavur, Karur
District.

Because they have wonderful plans to the people. Through it, I inform you that there
is no disturbance to the public, nature and environment. If the groundwater is affected
through this, then saplings should be planted. Through it, rain will fall. Since various sands
have been extracted from the Cauvery, which is very low, over time, all the groundwater gone
there.

Many quarries are in Tamil Nadu. I would like to inform you that this limestone
quarry alone will not cause any harm. There is a legal permission to extract stones. I am
requesting to improve the villages around it. Trees should be planted. If we want to increase
groundwater, we should save rainwater. It rains for 11 months in a year in Theni district. It

rains for ten months in Ooty but not in our area.



Seemaikaruvelam trees should be removed. Tree saplings should be planted. In our
area, neither the Ganga nor the Cauvery flows here. You say that we cannot provide water to
. Panchapatti. They say that even if a dém is built in Ariyalur, Thanjavur will be affected.
When there is a flood, they take all the water into the sea. They cannot store that water. They
cannot do agriculture. There are many problems to talk about.

We should not destroy the livelihood of poor workers like us by shutting down small
businesses. We work only for our stomachs. We are not going to live for 500 years. We need
work for today's life. The employer gives us work and we look for work. That is our policy.
He concluded his speech by saying that our daily life goes on because of this limestone
quarry.

2. Thii‘u. Gobi, Lalapettai:

The District Revenue Officer asked them to speak briefly about their views.

Thiru. Gobi in his context, he extendedhis greetings to the public and all the engineers
of the Pollution Control Board who have come to the consultation meeting organized by the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. He said that he is a Social Activist. This area under
Kadavur Union has been a barren land where agriculture can be done only by relying on
monsoon rains. I have come to register in support of this quarry. In this area, we rely only on
monsoon rains for agriculture.

There is no evidence that there is any factory or company that is agéinst the
environment' here. Even so, we would like to inform you that the company has sought
permission based on the government's policy decision or government regulations. Therefore,
we request that permission be granted to this quarry. Mr. Raghavendra Minerals is
implementing various welfare schemes considering the livelihood of the people in its area. If
I cannot register in this meeting, I would like to inform you that I will not be able to register
anywhere, '

They have been doing countless social services for the education of students, schools
and colleges in this area. Stating that they are following government regulations properly, he
registered his opinion that permission should be granted to this quarry.

3. Thiru. M. Nagarajan, Krishnarayapuram:

Thiru. V. Nagarajan has said that he belongs to a lower caste. They do all the help to
the school and the village public. They do not say no to anyone who asks for help. I humbly

request you to grant permission to this quarry.



' 4. Thiru. Narayanasamy, Kurumbapatti:

| Thiru. Narayanasamy in his address has said that Raghavendra quarry was closed in
2016. About 100 people from our Village worked there. Those who worked there during the
time have gone abroad. So if you give the opp‘ortunity to start the quarry, all the people of our
village will have the opportunity to work here and spend as much as we can.

We need this quarry. If this quarry is established, there is an opportunity for 100
people to work here. That is a big help for us. He never says no to anything when asks for this
village. He has also done all the help to the éurrounding villages. So I humbly request that
this quarry is necessary.

5. Thiru. Rathinavel, Kurumbapatti:

Thiru. Rathinavel in his address he introduced himself and he said that hesupport the
establishment of this quarry. He has provided all the facilities to my village.So permission
should be given to such important quarries. There may be many objections. He said that
permission should be given to this quarry if many families are not to be affected.

6. Thiru. M. Subramani, Kadavur:

Thiru. A. Subramani in his address he greeted everyone. He said that he belongs to a

volunteer organization. They did so may good things to the village people. So, I would like to
request the government to approve the excellent project that is being started. Thank you.

7. Thiru. R. Saravanan, Kadavur:

Thiru. S. Saravanan in his address he expressed his greetings to all the public, the
agricultural community, the village leaders and the youth who have come here. I am a social
activist. I have come to speak in support of the two quarries, namely the M/s. Raghavendra
Limestone Quarry to be established in Thennilai village, Kadavur taluk, Karur district and the
Dhanapal Limestone Quarry to be established in Thennilai village, Kadavur taluk, Karur
district. Very poor, minority people and agricultural community people have come through
the limestone quarry of Thennilai village.

If this limestone quarry is operational again, the poor and simple people will go to
work. At least 50, 100 people will be employed. We can ask that after giving employment to
the locals,give employment to outsiders. They should help the school and planf saplings. If
they plant saplings, it may rain. You give permission to this quarry. The public will not be
affected in.any way through Projects. He said that if this quarry continues, all the public will

get employment.



8. Thiru. C.Mohanraj, Devarmalai:

Thiru. Mohanraj is his address he extended his greetings to the District Revenue
Officer,the District Environmental Engineer, all the public and social activists who have
come. First of all, I oppose the coming of this quarry. If this quarry is established, the people
here will be affected in large numbers. Those who spoke earlier said that it will provide
employment to the people there. In their project report, they say that only 28 people will get
jobs in total.

But they are talking about hundreds of people getting jobs out of ignorance. He said
that this is a hilly area and no other work can be done here. They say in the project report that
there is groundwater at a height of 103 meters above sea level. If so, it can be seen that the
water level will be 40 meters below ground level. But someone there says it is a high area.
Water is available here only below 400 feet. But they say that water will be available at 120
meters. All this is contradictory. What is mentioned in the project report is one thing and what
is supported is another. This is dry land, this is a hilly land. They mentioned thét 1,30,000
people are in the specified population. In literature they ilave mentioned 50 percent.
Especially in Thennilai village alone, he has mentioned that there are about 4500 people in
the population.

75 percent are directly engaged in agricultural work. Only the 28 people they
mentioned will get direct employment. That is also unlikely to be true. They have mentioned
one kitachi, two compressors, and 4 lorries. So these are mechanized technology, but there is
no possibility of providing employment to those 28 people. In that case, where will the
agricultural community around that area go.to do agriculture. s the livelihood of those 28
people important? I am only talking about the people of Thennilai village. About 3000 people
will be farmers and the rest will be college and school stdents, their livelihood will be
affected.

They say that this quarry will improve the economy of that area and improve the
demand for mineral resources. This one quarry alone cannot meet the needs of our entire
Tamil Nadu. On the contrary, it will affect the natural resources, health and economy of the
people in that area. If they dig it out, about 100 hectares around, it will be affected and the
people will leave. In addition, they will vacate the town and everyone will leave, Some big
businessman will buy the place and take it away. The. information that may have been given
here is wrong.

There is a residential area of 300 meters around this quarry. You have completely

hidden them. Mr. Abhinav, one of the partners of this quarry who is preparing this, is a
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. member of the Geo Exploration and Mining Co- Ordinator. If you look at the outline he gave,
they have hidden the space on the side.

To the south of this survey number, there is a house in field no. 844/2B, 2C, 2D within
a radius of 300 meters. This has been completely hidden. Similarly, there is a house in 3A,
3B. There is a house in 846/9A, 7B, 7D. All these have been hidden. Similarly, there is a
house in 798/4G, 4F on the west side. Apart from that, a village road passes 50 meters away.
All these have been hidden. The field inspection certificate of the Village Administrative
Officer has not been placed in this project report. Therefore, we do not know whether they
are telling the truth or lying. We do not know how the Village Administrative Officer gave it
at that time. All these have not been connected.

When we complained against the Village Administrative Officer in Varavanai village
that he had given a false certificate, he filed a complaint at the Chintamanipatti police station
saying that my signature was not there. The Village Administrative Officer signed the Mineral

" Resources Department éompany owner and gave a report and got permission and the
consultation meeting was held at the same place. Now, is the signature true? Or not? We have
sent it to the Document Authentication Department. The District Crime Branch Office has
sent it to the police. So ask them to keep the certificate. Only if you keep the certificate will
you know.

Therefore, they all think that this project should be implemented in a way that will
affect the people by giving false information. Therefore, permission should not be given to
this quarry. The one that was given earlier is wrong. He concluded his speech by saying that
he will bid farewell with a humble request that no further permission be given.

9. Thiru. K. Rajasekhar, Tharagampatti:

Thiru. K. Rajasekhar said that they have come to seek permission for the quarry to be
operated in Thennilai village, Kadavur taluk. A humble request to the respected District
Revenue Officer. When we visited these two quarries on the 16th, we took pictures of the
unauthorized quarries through a camera. We are sharing it with the Minerals and Mining
Department, Kadavur Tazildhar and the Village Administrative Officer.

The concerned officers conducted a field survey and said that no minerals were mined
in any vehicles. This is untrue. We have the real information. If the District Revenue Officer
asks, we are ready to submit it. We do not know who is running the quarry. We have no
malice. But if you are mining against government regulations without obtaining permission,
how can you mine if you have government permission? The audit mentioned Thennilai

village, but there is a village called Allinagaram in Thennilai village nearby.
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The village administrative officer found that the village, 300 meters away from the
quarry, disappeared like the Athipatti village in the movie Citizen. The Honourable District
Revenue Officer should inquire about it. Apart from that, there is a government-owned Tar
road 10 feet out of 300 meters. They have also given a project report hiding that. Take action
against the Village Administrative Officer.

We, as social activists, are going to file a case in the Madurai High Court against
those who have given false information in this regard and given untrue documents for this
.administrative benefit. You should think about it. The government says that it will set up a
SIPCOT in Korimedu, saying that it will provide employment to one hundred or two hundred
people. People are opposing such a project. Because they are afraid that they will encroach on
the land. )

M/s. Raghavendra quarry is not the only place where people are protesting. Wherever
stones are being quarried against the law, we will be there. You should think about it. The
revenue officer should go and see it. There is 30 feet of water in this quarry where permission
is to be given. The nearby farmers are being affected due to the decrease in the groundwater
level. In such a situation, if you give permission to this quarry, the livelihood of the people
will be in question.He concluded his speech by saying that the farmers will be particularly
affected and said thank you for the good opportunity.

10. Thiru. Nagarajan, Veeriyampatti:

Thiru. Nagarajan in his welcome address he greeted District Revenue Officer, all the
departmental officers, police friends and social activists who have come to this quarry. This
public hearing meeting being held here should be completely banned by the authorities. They
could have done this themselves. But this meeting .is spoiling the work of so many
departmental officers and the work of the people. Wherever the quarry is operating illegally
in relation to our environment, we are continuously fighting.

Our focus is not on the owners of quarries like Dhanapal, Raghavendra or the
upcoming KPS or Panneer quarry. Livelihoods in our area are continuously being affected.
Those who prepare the environmental impact assessment report. They prepare it and send it
to a department and a meeting is held from that department. The District Environmental
Engineer sends it to them, the District Environmental Engineer sends it to the relevant
departments and the District Revenue Officer conducts this meeting. If the District Revenue
Officer conducts this meeting, then the EIA 2006 has given many definitions. Have any
documents been submitted properly in this? How can it be fair to conduct a meeting without

any documents?



o There are thousands of farmers in the relevant area. Are you advertising to those
people in the southern village properly? They think that we can gather 10 sources that we
need with about ten people and conduct a meeting and give them permission. The
government will not give permission to this quarry. It cannot be given. The reason is that
there are many violations in it.

We are filing hundreds of complaint petitions. Can the Revenue Department, Mineral
Resources Department, Pollution Control Department, or the police take action‘on any
petitions? Are they taking action? We are setting up a Task Level Committee . We should
inspect where minerals are mined. There is a committee to do this. The Tahsildar is the
superintendent of that committee. Is there such a committee here? All the laws and
regulations made by the government are for the common people, the high-ranking officials in
oftice should not give opportunities only to the powerful, understand the economic income
situation of the poor and ours.

What they say in ordinary laws is that there should be no residence within 300 meters.
In Thennilai village, survey no. 844, there are more than 10 houses in 130 meters, and there is
aOver tank. There should be no quarry from the construction of the government building,
Don't you see any of this? You have given this before, this quarry has been operating for
almost 15 years, even if the quarry is allowed, the Pollution Control Board should conduct an
inspection of the water environment, soil environment, air environment every 6 months, have
you done it? We are doing the work that you have to do. We are getting objections from the
owners of the relevant quarry. We do not understand what you are doing. So, regarding this
quarry, there is a big road around this quarry. Quarrying work should not be done within 50
meters. There should be no settlements, water.bodies or water sources within 300 meters.
844/ 2B, 2C, 2D are sub-divisions plots.

There is a Over head tank. It is definitely not possible aﬁd should not be allowed. A
quarry belonging to a person named Panneerselvam is operating in the area édjacent to this
quarry. We watched the consultation meeting for this quarry on the internet and went to the
quarry to inspect it. We took a picture of the quarry with a handheld camera. Two lorries were
working with a shovel. We informed the Kadavur Taluk Officer about this. He said that we
will take action. He took a photo and sent it to me. After 2 hours, no action was taken. You
will give permission to the quarry. There will be a mining boundary map for that quarry.
Where should the quarry operate. Where should the waste be dumped. The structure for that

quarry would have been mentioned in so many news reports.



No quarrymen in Tamil Nadu follow it. Beyond that, you say from the Lalapettai arca
that they did this to us and did that to us. You come from the Cauvery Delta irrigation. It is
very proud. Wg are .in a drought. There is a Chettinad quarry 2 kilometers away. They have
cut thousands of acres. Next, they are doing Ultratech and Dalmia. Look at the livelihood of
our people. Therefore, our only demand is that permission should not be given to the quarry.
We will not allow it, and if you give permission, we will go to the court.

Everything stated in this environmental impact assessment report is false. Therefore, I
inform the the owner of the quarry, the officer of the revenue department, and the district
ofﬁéials concerned that we will go to court and take action under the Criminal Procedure
Code against all those who gave false reports and we will stop the permission of this quarry.

11. Thiru. M. Mohan, Sankipoosarivur:

Thiru. M. Mohan in his address he opposed the quarry and said that permission should
be denied.

12. Thiru. Shanmugam Natarajan, Anti-Illegal Quarry Movement, Karur:

Thiru. Shanmugam Natarajan in his address he greeted the District Environmental
Engineer and the District Revenue Officer who are leading the consultation meeting for the
M/s. Raghavendra Minerals jointly organized by the Karur District Administration and the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. The Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules,
1959, Section 36, states that the quarry should be operated on this basis. If the owner of a
quarry says that he will build a house, then the quarry cannot be operated. The quarry should
be operated as per the law, and the license for this quarry can be given. The quarry was
already operating and this quarry is operating till now. They just stopped this quarry a week
ago. , ’

The permission for this quarry was granted in 2018. After that, permission was not
given. But the quarry continues to operate. Apart from that, this quarry should be inspected
and action should be taken against them as per the law and compensation should be collected.
In 2021, the Madurai High Court ordered that all 335 quarries in Karur district across Tamil
Nadu should be inspected and compensation should be collected. Since no action was taken
on the basis of that order, in 2023, the court has said that all the quarries should be inspected
and compensation should be collected. In Karur district alone, they have collected Rs 165
crore as compensation for 60 quarries. Srirangam MLA quarry has fined Rs 23 crore as
compensation. All the quarries in Karur district should be inspected and action should be
taken as per the law. Only by collecting this compensation can Tamil Nadu's debt be paid.

There is a lot of looting in these quarries.
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{’ In this area, Veppada Selvaraj has a quarry in Varavanai village. We have been
continuously complaining about that quarry. No one has noticed. The 200 acres of land he has
kept is illegal. He continues to run it like a land and has been fined Rs. 8 crore. Various illegal
activities are going on inside the area by putting up a barbed wire fence. There is a pond
inside the quarry. We have complained about that. ’

There is a consultation meeting for the quarry at the same place ot Shekhar Mines in
2021. Everyone here protested that permission should not be given to that quarry. Despite
that, permission was given to that quarry. No permit was given for it. Now that quarry is
operating illegally. We have been continuously complaining to the District Collector's Office,
the District Environmental Engineer's Office, and the Minerals and Mines Department's
Oftice for'a month. But the quarry could not be stopped. It is operating till date.

This consultation meeting is being held to find out what kind of impact a quarry will
have on the environment, air, water, noise, and socio-economic environments, and how we
will address this. They themselves have admitted that this quarry will cause so much
environmental damage if it is operated. They say how we will address it. There are a total of
12,000 quarries operating in Tamil Nadu. Have any of the quarries done anything as stated in
this project report? If so, then not a single quarry will be built in Tamil Nadu. If there is a
non-operating quarry, it is okay. They say that they are developing a green belt. Are they
developing green belt in any’ quarry? They would have said that they would install 1,000
saplings within a 500-meter radius around this quarry. Did they install it? If not, no.
Similarly, there is a law that says that the noise environment should be kept quiet for 1 to 2
hours. But they are not installing it. They have been blasting and taking stones for 24 hours.
There is a huge impact. Similarly, in the project report, they say that this many meters should
be excavated.

It you go to that quarry, you will see that they have already excavated much more
than what was estimated in 2018. It needs to be inspected. They write it down on paper from
the office énd leave. The village map of this quarry is not given in it, how can we express this
opinion? The village map of this quarry has not been included in the project report. The
village map of the quarry should be included. We can express our opinions about this quarry
by looking at the book. We went to the village administration officer in the morning and
inspected what violations there are around the quarry and what houses there are and brought
it back.

But they are giving false information in this project report. The Pollution Control
Board has published a book called Pollution Control Board and You. We have been
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continuously saying this in all the quarry consultation meetings. All the affidavits they can
give in each quarry are false affidavits. But no one is taking action. In the consultation
meeting for the quarry in Varavanai village held in 2021, the District Collector in 1998 gave a
letter saying that there is a temple within a radius of 50 meters. But that village administrative
officer has given a report that there are no houses within a radius of 300 meters. We have
filed a complaint against him. We have asked to register a case. But he is giving contradictory
statements. He says that I did not sign at all. He says that the quarrymen signed it. They are
giving such false information. A complaint has been filed against that village administrative
officer in Police and a case is pending.

The village administration officer has not kept any information about this quarry, so
action should be taken against him. Apart from that, there are about 30 to 40 houses within a
radius of 300 meters around this quarry. There are houses and villages within a radius of 300
meters. There is only one village called Alli Nagaram. There are about 50 houses. The village
administration officer did not show it. We will take a picture through Google Maps based on
latitude and longitude and give it every time.

Latitude and longitude are not in this project report. The company that developed this
project is a partner in this project, all the information they gave is false information. There is
an overhead water tank within a radius of 500 meters. Then permission cannot be given to
this quarry in any way. 45 types of documents should be attached. Only 5 types of documents
have been attached. We keep saying this in every meeting.

They have stolen red soil in the Kadavur area. A large-scale chamber called
Muniyandi Chamber is operating without pérmission. We have been continuously
complaining. The Kadavur Tahsildar here is claiming that he has permission by taking money
from the quarry owners and the brick kiln owners. He says that there is a court order. We go
to the Pollution Control Board and ask for documents and bring them back. They say that
there is no permission. They say that they should inspect it and stop it. We are filing a petition
in the District Magistrate's Grievance Redressal Meeting. The Kadavur Tahsildar says that
there have permission.

How many false allegations are being made then? It has been reported in the press in
this area that three months ago, he caught a vehicle and took 40 thousand rupees. We received
a report. He took 40 thousand rupees from the police station and threatened to stop the
vehicle. We have been facing various charges against him in this area. He has a brick kiln

near the RS petrol pump without permission, but no action has been taken against him.
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The village administration officers and the taluk officers continue to support various
violations. The taluk officers are supporting the massive mineral theft. We have filed a
complaint against them with the vigilance office. We have also filed a complaint with the
district collector. Action should be taken against him for all these violations. If the village
administration officer does something right, the taluk officer cannot do anything wrong.
There is a pond of 300 acres in Mullipadi village. When we complain that they are stealing
sand, the village administration officer and the tahsildar say that they do not know. Massive
theft is continuously taking place in that area.

. The Kadavur area is an area where red soil is deposited to a depth of 40 feet. Since the
permission for brick kilns in the Coimbatore Tadagam area has been cancelled, the brick kiln
owners there are trying to loot the mineral resources here by purchasing 20, 30 acres of land
in this area and looting the red soil that may be present in that area. This should be stopped.
But when it rains in that area, water does not stagnate. The water goes down in that area.
Apart from that, there is the Devangu Sanctuary.

Permission should not be given to set up quarries in any way. Apart from that, the
Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rule has said that a person should not have more than
2 quarries. If you look at the Raghavendra Group, two or three quarries are operating in
various places in the same person. Based on that, permission cannot be given to this quarry.
Village roads should not go beyond 10 tons. They spend half of our tax money on
transportation. If we want to improve transportation, only a 10-ton tipper truck can ply on the
respective panchayat roads. They loot 50 tons, 60 tons of minerals from the quarries. This
aftects this area. They pay 5 lakhs, 10 lakhs for the licenses. The minerals they can loot are
worth crores of rupees. Therefore, since there are various violations in this quarry, permission
should not be given to this quarry at any time and for any reason. If permission is given, do
not create a situation in the Kadavur area like the government withdrew tungsfen mining by
protesting. Therefore, he concluded his speech by saying that permission should not be given
to this quarry under any circumstances or for any reason.

13. Thiru. Seerangan, Sengulam:

Thiru. Seerangan in his address has said that those who have spoken in the name of
social activists in support of the quarry, are outsiders. 1, Seerangan, who have come to speak
now, am the person who is close to the place where the quarry is to be built in Thennilai
village. I know what is happening near my house, what is right and what is wrong.

How do people in Kadavur and Krishnarayapuram know my situation? Because of the

quarry nearby, my groundwater level is affected. Agriculture is affected. They say that due to
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the quarry, money is being given to temples and schools. 1 strongly condemn these people
who have spoken in the name of social activists. The district administraﬁon should not allow
this. If further permission is given, we will take this to another stage. He said, thank you for
the opportunity.

14. Thiru. R. Senthilkumar, Krishnaravapuram:

Thiru. R. Senthilkumar in his address has greeted the government officials, social
activists and people of the farming community who have visited here. My name is
Senthilkumar, I am the District Secretary of KrishnarayapuramNaam Tamilar Party. We need
to record our opinions by saying only two things: I support this quarry, I do not support it.
Recently, the government has declared the entire Kadavur taluk as a protected Dewang
sanctuary. Explosive extraction and pollution in the quarry are not acceptable. We need to
think about what we are leaving for the future society. After Corona, lung problems are
increasing, what is the reason for pollution?

Our tar road is not suitable for vehicles to move normally. The roads are not of a
standard that heavy vehicles of 40, 50, 60 tons can move. Also, people need to fight for
agriculture. They have given a survey hiding the existence of a school within 50 meters. They
have hidden the existence of a road within 30 meters. They have hidden towns like
Allinagaram and Posiyampatti.

We are saying that the Cauvery joint water pipe should be connected to the dry land of
Panchapatti. If there is water, the people here will benefit. The groundwater level has
decreased. When quarrying, many mountaiﬁs are broken and soil and trees are destroyed, and
the lives of future generations are in question. We breathe air, drink water. We need to know
where that water comes from.

The quarries here have said that at least 1000 saplings should be planted. Show us at
least one tree. We have been going every week and submitting petitions. Have they placed at
least one tree where at least 1000 trees should be planted? Air pollution can be prevented by
releasing water around the quarry. We have submitted many petitions. If permission is given
to the quarry beyond that, this area will face a huge protest under the leadership of our Tamil
Party brother Seeman. We will go to court legally, he said.

15. Thiru. Gunasekaran, Vazhiyampatti:

Thiru. Gunasekaran has expressedhis greetings to all the public and officials who
have come to attend the consultation meeting to grant permission for these two projects of
quarrying jointly conducted by the Karur District Administration and the Pollution Control

Board. The people of the southern villages live on agricultural lands. All the lands here are
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agricultural land. Due to the operation of many quarries in Krishnarayapuram, the
groundwater level is going down.

As the groundwater goes down, it turns into brackish water. People in this area depend
only on Cauvery water for drinking. All the lands around this quarry are in drought without
water. A few people cannot blame the entire village for their earnings. They have said that
this government is losing thousands of crores due to this mineral resource theft. As the laWyer
who spoke earlier said, we should first conduct an investigation from them and find out to
what extent the mineral resources have been stolen and then collect compensation from them:.
They have hidden the village. We have done countless public services through the CSR
project.

We have provided bed facilities to the hospital in the Thennilai. They have done
nothing for the schools. They have given false statements that they will provide toilet
tacilities to 5 lakh schools in the future. What we are saying is that the people of these
villages do not want this project. We are strongly opposing this project, and this project
should not be implemented for any reason. This is affecting the livelihood of the people
living here. Cracks are caused in nearby houses and residences due to using more explosives
than the permitted amount. If we use explosives there, our house vibrates. It is causing such a
bad impact all around. If you look 500 meters from there,Allinagéram village is adjacent to
the Samipillaiputhur quarry. Posiyampatti is also nearby. There is also a town called
Kalapattiyanur. Since there is agricultural land and residential areas around the quarry, this
quarry should not be located in the middle of it. We strongly oppose it. He registered his
opinion that permission should detfinitely not be given to this quarry.

16. Thiru. K. Suburaman, Manavasi:

Thiru. K. Suburaman has greeted everyone and said that he comes from Manavasi
area. In our area, they had set up this type of quarry on the road from Trichy to Karur. At that
time, we were affected. There was a water problem, but now there is water but we could not
do agriculture. Because our borewell is running with a motor due to the abundance of water.
But there are no people available for agriculture. My opinion is that the place where the
quarry can be located should be left for the villagers. If this place is sold, the water will be
released.Saplings should be planted in the existing quarries. He concluded his speech by

saying that if saplings are planted, we will get rain in our areas.
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17. Thiru. R.S. Mukhilan, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement

Coordinator, Karur:

Thiru. R.S. Mukhilan in his address he greeted to all the departmental officials

- District Revenue Officer who are presiding this public hearing meeting of the Mis.
Raghavendra Mines, which is being organized jointly by the Karur District Administration
and the Pollution Control Board in the SF No. 809/2, 3, 4 and 5, Thennilai Village, Kadavur
Taluk, Karur District and to the social activists, agricultural leaders, people from various
movements who have participated with great interest in protecting the soil, people and the
country here, and to the owners of these limestone mines and those brought by them.

How many people support this consultation meeting for the quarry? This is not a
meeting to count how many people are against it? The reason is that before this meeting
started, if this mine is built, air pollution, soil pollution, noise pollution, water pollution,
biodiversity pollution and socio-economic conditions will all be affected. They showed it as a
project summary report on how they will fix it. Without mentioning the impact, they said that

if this project is built, the people of this area will get a CSR Fund. They only expressed the
opinion that they will give this to schools and roads. Even those who suggested that the
quarry should be built have been operating for the last 20 years. From 2008 to 2018, this
quarry has not operated in any violation of any rules. This quarry -operated according to the
law, so not a single person said to give permission.

Will they fix the air, water, soil, noise and biodiversity pollution as per the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report? I have come to talk about the documents they
have given. For this, they have given a 500-page document. We have been continuously
saying that all the documents should be given. The owner of this project is a company called
Raghavendra Minerals, which is also a partner in this. Look at what they have given in the
document. They have not given any document. They have only given a laboratory report.
There is no document. The village map should have been given in the attachment. The field
map, the video should have been given. The register, the project should have been given.
More importantly, the latitude and longitude of the outer edge where the quarry is located
should have been given. The respected project designer has visited here. Please check if all
these are there.

Why are you giving such false documents? Who are you doing all this to deceive? It
doesn't matter if there is no certificate from the Village Administrative Officer. The basic
document is not a fake field map. What can be said if you give such a false document. We

have spent two days looking at this area for this.
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It there are documents, we will give you the documents. We are calling the Village
Administrative Officer in the morning and looking at the documents. Why should we give
you fraudulent documents. Please blacklist this company if it gives such documents. This
company has already fraudulently given laboratory documents to 200 quarries in fhe name of
a deceased person in Namakkal, which was called Omega Laboratory.

Respected Prabhushankar sir, when he was there, he filed a complaint and - gave
documents to the Namakkal District Environment Office. Why should this fraudulent work be
investigated? The owner who designed this project along with Dhanapal is also one of the
owners. On what basis are you giving this document to you? There should be 45 types of
documents. There are no documents. So please, we are putting forward a request to add the
company named Geo Exploration And Mining Solution to the blacklist. We are also
informing the government. Next, we are going to take a big movement for this. If something
happens one day, it is okay. At the Pichampatti consultation meeting, they said that there was
no village map at that place. Now, where is the village map? Tell them to show you where the
latitude, longitude, and longitude are. You are giving permission for 20, 30 mines. You have
to give them their documents. We can do something. We ourselves took the document of the
tungsten mine. We passed a resolution in this assembly and have not penetrated Tamil Nadu
until the parliament. This document is not with the government. When I showed it to the
District Collector on the 18th, the Madurai District Collector said that we did not know about
this. We thought all this was a lie. We are the ones who can tell the truth like this.

The Chief Minister sought votes in Karur disﬁ‘ict by mentioning our name. He said
that people like Mugilan tfought and closed the sand quarry. Not the name of the minister here
or the name of those in power. We are working with our lives to save this land and the people.
But what is the justification if they are giving such fraudulent ddcuments. Please take
appropriate action against them.

Minor Mineral Concession Rules are the basis for the operation of a quarry. When a
quarry is operating, there should be no houses, house plots, or village within a radius of 300
meters. No permission should be given to any quarry. Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959
clearly states in Section 36/1. If you look at this quarry field, this quarry is located in field
number 809 in the immediate southern part. There is a village called Allinagaram 210 meters
to the south. There are almost more than 20 houses there.

If these houses have collapsed? Or if the owner has bought them, it is not suitable, and
they have also clearly stated this to the respected Erode District Collector and Namakkal

District Collector and Chief Secretary. If the house registered in the UDR and Natham land
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survey field map registers is damaged or collapsed, it should be recorded as it was mentioned
in the initial state. The house, house title, stream, path approved in the distance measurement
map report related to the quarry should be verified and provided with the village mép, field
map and that register. This is also informed to all the surveyors through this. On the same 7th
month, we went to Chennai and on the basis of the orders of the respected Namakkal District
Assistant Director, Chennai, he gave the order on 11.07.2024.

I am speaking for this quarry. If we had seen the house in the documents, not only the
village map, the field map, but also the document that the house was in the register, the
quarry owners could have bought that place, even if it was demolished, it is an approved
house. Therefore, according to the law, permission cannot be given to that quarry. 1 said that
there is a village called Allinagaramin the south from the 210th meter.

They have also obtained permission to quarry in field no. 806 on the eastern side of
this. There is a house in the field map in 806. They are giving permission to quarry where the
house is. They have given it in the document here on the field map. It is in the EIA report, |
will show you the next quarry in 806. That quarry is only 100 meters away from the field.
There is a house at 110 meters and a village at 210 meters. In the southeast part of this quarry,
there is a Madurai Veeran Temple within a radius of 300 meters in field no. 818. This is also
mentioned in the field map and government documents. Apart from that, there is a house in
field no. 844 in the south part of this quarry. There is a pond within a radius of 300 meters in
842/1. A quarry should not be located within 300 meters from a pond. It is said that the pond
is located at a distance of 5 1/2 kilometers.

There are more than 10 ponds around this within a radius of 1 km. There are many
ponds in KawndanPalayam. I am giving this as a report. I did not say this because there was
not enough time. At that time, there were so many ponds. They have shown in the document
that there are no ponds. Since they have given this environmental assessment report by hiding
everything from the house, and village, I inform you that the Raghavendra quarry cannot be
given permission as per the law. )

The authority to give this permission does not belong to the district administration.
The State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, which can be called the SEIAA, used
to charge 10 lakhs, 15 lakhs for a quarry and 50 lakhs to 5 crores for a granite quarry. On
19.09.2024, all the officials called us and spoke to us. The IAS and IFS officials present
there, as well as the professors from various universities, have said that we have made a
mistake so far and we will not make that mistake again. If you have given permission after

taking money from the quarry owners, I inform you that you should go to jail according to the
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. law. The Karur District Block Development Ofticer has also given the maximum tonnage that
can be carried on the village roads of field numbers 802, 804, 805, which are located nearby,
so that the quarry can be measured and weighed. Various people from various departments
have also given it.

The maximum weight to be carried on village roads is 10 tons. If more than 10 tons
are carried illegally on the panchayat roads, a fine of 20 thousand per ton and a fine of 2000
rupees on top of that, I did not say, the Supreme Court has said. Union Minister of Transport
and Road Transport Thiru.Nitin Gadkari has sent a report to all states and given it as a report
by the Transport Commissioner. Sections 113, 114, 194 state that if more than 10 tons are
carried on rural roads, a tine of Rs 20,000 should be imposed.

Not all quarry owners are good people. They are doing it illegally because we do not
understand the law and ask for their mistakes. Many friends all over the roads said that 28
tons can be carried on the road here. But here-they carry 70 tons. 20 percent of the tax money
of this country is spent by the Union Government, the State Government and the village
panchayat on roads. You are organizing road safety meetings every month. They have given
in Annexure 128/A that we will give trip sheets. They have said that 15 metric tons andr 100
loads are like that and they have given it.

Not only 10 tons of vehicle weight on that road, but also if the vehicle weight is
leveled and loaded on a tractor, even if it is 10 tons and taken on a 6-wheeler truck, it is 24
tons, all of which are in violation of the law. People should realize this. People who depend
on the quarry should say that our quarry owner will not do this. They should say that he will
not damage public property illegally.. They say that he gave 5 lakhs for the school fund. For 1
kilometer of road, it is 210 crores for a national highway and 5 crores for a state highway, and
up to 1 crore for a panchayat road. After paying 5 lakhs, how many crores of rupees are these
quarry owners destroying the roads with the people's tax money. Therefore, the roads should
be monitored based on this. Next, quarry owners can legally run only two quarries in the

~entire state. But Dhanapal already has 2 quarries running.

Now he has asked for permission for 2 quarries. At that time, he could not be given
permission according to the law. The rules of minor mineral concession are clear. They are
violating the law that 1 person should run only 2 quarries. Appropriate action should be
taken. They have given pictures in the video explanation. Look at the pictures, they say that
the quarry was operational in 201 8; The quarry is still operating. The pictures they have taken
are the proof, the rules of minor mineral concession say that if they act illegally before the

quarry permission, action should be taken against them. That is, no lessee should start mining
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in any area without executing the lease document. There is a statement that legal action
should be taken against them. We, the officials who can get paid with the people's tax money,
have brought the truth before you. People like Nagaraj have already said this. We went on the
16th and took the pictures as Google images. Tazildhar Mr. llamparithi has not taken any
action

As far as the area is concerned, only 3 feet belonvgs to the quarry owner. Anything
beyond 3 feet is Government property, You are filing a case against the person who stole buns
from the tea shop. But this company has stolen property worth crores of rupees from the
Government property. Where is the action on this? We request that appropriate action should
be taken on this. Please replace the Tazildhar who is here immediately. We have given you a
lot of documents. What if the Tahsildar is a land thief? Whom do we tell? We can only tell
you.

You are in a place where action can be taken. Please, we are placing a request before
you that action be taken against Mr. Ilamparithi, They say that we are going to plant 200 trees
per acre. If the quarry is 6 acres, then we are going to plant 1200 trees. This quarry has
already been leased four times. What is the account of this then? Have they planted trees
somewhere? Have they planted savukku trees in name? What kind of trees did they say they
would plant? Not savukku trees. They said they would plant our traditional trees like neem,
fig, poovarsan, ale, and pungam national trees. Where is that tree? They have taken licenses
'so many times. Each quarry should have 5000, 10000 trees. If that were the case, Karur
district would have turned into Cherrapunji in a single rain.

They have already given the mining plan for this quarry. This plan came in 2022 and
modified ToR on 26.02.2022, the air, water, soil, noise, environment and biodiversity of this
quarry should have been studied. But they say that it was taken for study. They say that they
had studied from December 2021 to February 2022 before Modified ToR gave permission. As
far as this study is concerned, it is valid for only 3 years from the time of the study. The study
was completed on December 01.12.2021. 3 years have passed since the study was completed.
The reality is that holding this consultation meeting at his request is not legally valid. They
are setting up reed blasting. We blast from 01.00 to 02.00 in the afternoon. They have said
that they will detonate the sandbag without the earth shaking, put a sack on top of it and then
put a lorry tire on top of it and then explode it in another way, a reed bomb, dub, dub, and a
28-second bomb that explodes.

Even those who claim to support the quarry will not say that. This public hearing is

being held on the basis of completely false and fabricated documents. Therefore, this public
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_, hearing should not be allowed. Already, the Krishnamurthy Quarry Public Hearing and.the
Shekhar Quarry Public Hearing were held in Varavanai Village. When we took water from a
ten-kilometer radius and tested it, they reported that the water condition is the same as if our
feces were mixed with water.

They tested at same time itself. Did they really test it? This company is already fake.
It tested without a laboratory. If you heard me, it was a different company that tested it. The
fecal-contaminated water here is with COlifOleS. But they say the water quality is excellent.
How did it change then? Because the time of the study was in 2022. It doesn't matter if they
said they did it last month. They also did it 3 years ago.

I will present to you how it changed. Please, regarding air monitoring, they say that
they are conducting tests at 6 places. They keep repeating that soil and water do not need
electricity. If you want to test the air, you need electricity. You can put it in one place today
and in another place tomorrow. You have to keep it in one place for 3 months and take a
report once an hour. Then if you tested the air at 6 places in one place, where is the electrical
house where the air was tested? Was it done in factories? Was it done in houses? Was it done
in motor services? Let it be done anywhere. We are asking for documents. We are asking you
to provide those documents. In Tamil Nadu, there is only one air testing machine in
PerunduraiChipkot, which has an area of 2800 acres. It is in the northeast. It shows the
climatic condition of Ooty the way it shows throughout the year. We are also fighting with
Minister Mr. Kuppusamy and the District Collectors, saying, "Place four in each corner.
Everyone there has cancer. One person in every house has cancer. Three out of ten people
have cancer."

Everyone's house has type-2 diabetes due to air pollutio, and the minister and the
district collector have said that they will replace the machine. They said that they have
inspected 6 places. Ask them to provide that inspection. If these types of quarries are rﬁlnning,
not only is the air polluted, but there is also type-2 pollution everywhere. People came to
Anjakkaundanpatti and a 6-year-old child has diabetes. If you ask what the reason is, there
are 5 quarries. The child of an agricultural laborer has diabetes. Sir, they have just brought it
together and shown it to you. They are polluting the air to such an extent that everyone here
is turning into a patient. We request that due attention be paid to it. They have already said
that permission has been given to the Shekhar quarry. There are so many violations. The
district environmental engineer has the authority to take action against it if the rules have
been violated. The Tiruppur District Pollution Control Board, Environmental Engineer, has
given a report to a quarry. They have given permission after taking money. But the District
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Environmental Engineer said that there is a house within a radius of 300 meters. M.
Senthilkumar has given it. He has given it on 18.07.2024. Therefore, the Tazildhar, Block
Development Officer, Panchayat should correct this and give it to the same.

Because the Sekhar quarry has all the violations. Therefore, it cannot be fixed just by
paying money. The district administration and other departmental officials have all the
authority to take appropriate action against it. We request that appropriate action be taken for
this. The Minor Mineral Concession Rules states that there should not be any houses, house
plots within a radius of 300 meters from the quarry, and not only that, there should not be any
overhead tanks or places where water can be taken within a distance of 500 meters. It is clear
in Minor Mineral Conéession Rule 36/1 that there should not be any water pumping and
water supply arrangements of local bodies and the central and state governments.

There is a borehole in Allinagar. There is an overhead water tank. According to the
law, this cannot be allowed. Not only houses, but even if you look at Google images, there
are temporary residences, permanent residences. So this cannot be allowed. At most, the
government is only going to end for one more year. If you exceed the permitted weight on the
roads, announce one thing. Give a reward of Rs. 1000 to those who catch it. Announce that
we are giving a reward of Rs. 1000 to those who give information about the lorries. If you
catch the lorry, you can impose a fine of Rs. 1,00,000 and 90,000.

You make such an announcement. You also tell the District Collector. A reward of Rs.
1000 to those who inform about vehicles that are illegally plying with excessive overloads
and those who catch them. He concluded his speech by saying, "Thank yod for the
opportunity, just as people who betray customs and gold smuggling on planes are rewarded,
so please use your education and the responsibility you have to protect the land and the
people."

18. Thiru.N. Nagarajan, Mamarathupatti:

Thiru.N. Nagarajan in his address stated that this quarry is to be located near to his
land, Mamarathupatti. There is nothing to talk about at length since Mugilan, who spoke
earlier, has spoken clearly. I would like to ask you something. Have you visited that quarry?
If you had done that, there would be no need for this meeting. Everyone’s time would be
wasted now. If you had done your job properly, there would be no need for this meeting, It
seems like you are already acting on one side. If you look at your project diagram, you said
that the decibel level at which the explosion can occur is 70 decibels. If it explodes at 70
decibels, we accept it. You showed that there will be no noise pollution, air pollution, or

water pollution. What did you use to show this?
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. Geo Mining Solutions:
- We say that if we follow these rules, there will be no harm. If they do all this, we have
said that the harm will be minimal.
Thiru. N. Nagarajan, Mamarathupatti:
He said that explode it as per the rules as stated.
Geo Mining Solutions:

The Minerals and Mining Department officials will take care of all these. After getting
permission from DGMS, they will act according to the rules. There are rules for all these. We
are saying to follow them.

Thiru. N. Nagarajan, Mamarathupatti:

They are already acting outside the rules. This is going to cause further damage. You
are talking about something new as if it has not happened before. If you, the officials, are
satisfied after conducting an investigation, then it is right to hold a hearing. You will not do
anythin'g directly. Then what is the purpose of this hearing.

District Revenue Officer, Karur:

District Revenue Ofticer, Karur has said that we will send everything to the SEIAA
and take action. This is not our decision. We have said it before. The State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority decides. They will take action only after looking at in writing
or by video coverage. Are there houses near you? Are there carriageways? Is there a drinking
water tank? If this is the case, it you have experienced any impacts, please state your opinions
clearly. Tell me what has affected you. If you speak clearly, they will take action.

Thiru. N. Nagarajan, Mamarathupatti:
We express our opinion and oppose the quarry.

19. Thiru. E. Samsudeen, Thogaimalai:

Thiru. Samsudeen in his address has greeted District Assistant Collector who came as
a special guest of Karur district and to all the ofticers and police friends who have come here,
and to all the social activists like me. A social activist said that some people are making false
comments under the guise of social activists. I have come with the identity card of a social
activist. Therefore, do not criticize anyone. What is happening here is whether this project
should be carried out or not. They are only asking for opinions on this project. Please, you
and your friends, we do not want to criticize anyone. Therefore, social activists should not
criticize anyone. | am almost 70 years old. | am tfrom Thogaimalai village nearby. My name is

Samsudeen, | often come to this area and all the villages like Mailampatti.
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Thiru. Panneerselvam was a very kind person. He was doing a great job in this area.
He has done many good things for this area. I will speak briefly. Hundreds of families are
surviving through this project. People take limestone from this area. Even if you build a
house for lakhs of crores of rupees, you have to use lime. So how can we build a house?
What if you épend 4 crores and don't use lime? So it would be good to have this limestone.
So limestone is necessary, the environment is also necessary. We have no authority to ask
government officials. They come and ask only general opinions. |

Otherwise, Stalin sir, whether he recommends this project or not is up to the top. It is
in the hands of government officials. I have been writing since I was 30. [ have not criticized
any official. Please, when you spoke, 1 did not express any opinion against it. Please, do not
interrupt anyone. Therefore, when they placed it in the Thogaimalai area, they planted 2000
saplings. They have planted saplings no matter which quarry they have set up. Therefore, I
request you to grant permission for this project. |

20. Thiru. P. Karikalan, Thogaimalai:

Thiru. Karikalan in his address, he expressed his respecté to police friends, press
friends, alternative party comrades and social media. | have come from the Tamil National
People's Liberation Front. All the friends who have spoken here have spoken too much. [
cannot criticize anyone. I respect their opinioﬁs. However, T will conclude my speech by
saying that permission should be given to the limestone quarry.

21. Thiru. Shankar, Veeramalaipalayam:

Thiru. Shankar has said that the backbone of the country is agriculture. First tell us
about what is happening to agricultural development through this quarry. The first is that the
agriculture is affected. Second, the people are affected. When there is no way to get rice, what
are we going to achieve by building a quarry and extracting limestone. There is no chance of
that. The houses were built in front of the mud wall. That house did not collapse, but the
house built with posts is collapsing. Concrete houses and government buildings in many areas
are collapsing. In such a situation, I ask if this quarry is important.

We have been demanding for many years. We are asking to fill the Velliyanai Lake
and Panchapatti Lake, but no action has been taken. Why was a public hearing not held for
that alone? If that happens, the agriculture will move forward. I have a question for you.
There was a problem that the signature of the quarry in Varavanai village has changed. How
did you give permission for that quarry? The District Revenue Officer interrupted and asked

you to express your views regarding mines. It is wrong to speak at this public hearing. People

24



from Thennilai village have come to this public hearing. They all oppose it. No one supports
it. Outsiders come and support it. The public hearing is being held with these many people.

Not everyone's opinion is being heard. But it can only be a real opinion if you ask the
people of Thennilai village. The Chief Minister is the one who makes the people of Tamil
Nadu win by voting. He said that if these ten people get together and write a letter saying no
to this project, they will block it, and he will leave without saying anything, he said.

22. Thiru. Veluchamy, Manjappulipatti:

Thiru. Veluchamy has said that Survey No. 876 is nearby. The entire area is
agricultural land. Till now, agriculture was done using groundwater. But today, no one is
talking about groundwater. Only now has the groundwater level risen to 5 meters above the
ground level. The groundwater level has risen because this quarry is not functioning. If this
quarry is functioning, the well water will decrease again. All the industries related to
agriculture like milk production, meat production are carried out here. All these industries
and agriculture depend on water. If the water goes down, all the industries will be affected.
What can we do for our livelihood? What is the alternative arrangement? Everyone is fighting
to have a water supply station set up for the nearby ponds. So far, there has been no action.

I have also been doing agriculture using well water. If [ run out of groundwater again,
I do not know what job I will go for. Therefore, I would like to inform you that the people of
our area will be greatly affected by this project. They said that they did not submit any
documents on the environment when they spoke. But they say that there is no danger to
biodiversity within a radius of at least ten kilometers. I do not know what they mean by
biodiversity. The goats, cows, chickens that we have, we are also a biodiversity. Is there no
impact? Is only the creatures in the forest biodiversity? Is only the animals affected? [ have a
big question. I have a lot of doubts. He ended his speech by saying that the study report on
the air environment is not in it.

23. Thiru. Raguman, Karur:

Thiru. Raguman has expressed his humble respects to the District Revenue Officer,
the Pollution Control Board Officer and all the public who have come here to express their
views. They say that this public hearing meeting did not give an opportunity to the people of
this area. Since two consultation meetings are being held here, the opportunity is denied due
to lack of time. In future, two public hearings should not be held. As the comrade said, the
same companies hold two public hearings. These companies already make the same mistake

every time. They hide many documents. We are telling the District Collector every time.
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The people in the area where each public hearing is held are already suffering from
diseases. After all, the pollution caused by this quarry is the only reason. If people who
already have respiratory problems are made to sit for four hours continuously and hold
meetings, the people will be affected. The Workers Welfare Board itself is asking for a break
every two to three hours. But nothing like that is happening here. 1 request the District
Administration not to hold two public hearings in future. | request to conduct one public
hearing. The quarrymen themselves pay the tax money for conducting the meeting. Instead of
doing this, they hold two public hearings every time. This is what I am protesting against the
Raghavendra quarry.

What ISRO has already said is that it has declared 147 places are highly susceptible to
earthquakes. There are 36 places in Tamil Nadu, and the most of them are in our Karur. This
Karur area is the area where an earthquake of magnitude 3.5 Richter has occurred. It has
occurred in areas like Aravakurichi and Manapparai. If this limestone quarry is established
again, such an earthquake is likely to occur again. Therefore, permission should not be given
to this quarry. There is already a complai’nt list against the Village Administrative Officer who
inspected this limestone quarry. 1 do not know if the same with Mr. Muthuchami Village
Administrative Officer would have given a fair report on the cases in this Thennilai village.

The district administration should take action against Mr. Muthusamy. Similarly, a
complaint has been received against this Tahsildar. No higher-ranking officials are helping
this quarry to function. It is the lower-ranking officials. They are giving such false evidence.
They are the culprits. A comrade asked whether this project is good or bad. If it is good for
whom, it is only for the officials. The bad is only for the people. This is what happens
naturally. They are getting good money and they are destroying the people who are there for a

living. Therefore, we are saying that permission should not be given to the limestone quarry.

The District Environmental Engineer said that the opinions of the public held in this
public hearing meeting will be recorded in video and in writing and sent to the State

Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.

\3-}\/\

. “
District Environmental Engineer, Districm&m Officer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur
Karur ‘
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