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Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted for the proposed M/s. RRP Groups and Exports
Multi Colour Granite Quarry, Survey No. 571/1,571/2 & 571/3 and 1.43.5 hectare area and
M/s.  Alagu GG  Granite Multi  Colour Granite Quarry, Survey  No.
505/1,509/1,509/2,510,511 and 571/4 and 4.08.5 hectare area of Pilathu Village, Vedasandur
Taluk, Dindigul District held at the O/o. Paramasivam Thangammal
Thirumanamandapam, Thennampatti Village, Vedasandur Taluk, Dindigul District on
11.09.2025 at 11.00am.

Present:

Thiruvalargal

1. | Thiru.R.Kannan Revenue Division Officer ,
Palani Revenue Division ,
Dindigul district.

2. | Dr. R. Gunasekaran District Environmental Engineer ,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board ,
Dindigul district.

3. | Project Proponent and public As per Attendance Register
(Copy of Register is enclosed)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dindigul.

He said I would like to express my greetings to the respected Revenue Divisional Officer,
Palani, who has come to preside over the Public Hearing. I would like to express my greetings to
the Thashildhar, Revenue Department Officers, Police Department Officers, Press Friends,
Social Activists, M/s RRP Groups and Exports Multi-Colour Granite Quarry and M/s.Azhagu
GG Granite Multi-Colour Granite Quarry Owners, representatives and the public for attending

the public hearing meeting.

He emphasised that a press release for this project was published in Dinathanthi and the
Indian Express on 29.07.2025. Publicity regarding the public consultation meeting was done in
nearby villages by means of auto rickshaws on 08.09.2025 and 09.09.2025. Pamphlets were
distributed. Posters were pasted at prominent places. Banners were put up. Further, the

Environmental Impact Assessment Project Report and the detailed report in Tamil and English



have been placed for public viewing on the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board website and in 3

prominent offices in Dindigul district.

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, New Delhi has issued the
Environmenta] Impact Assessment dated 14.09.2006 and revised in 2009 stating that a public
hearing is required before granting Environmental Clearance for the projects of M/s.RRP Groups
and Exports Multi-Colour Granite Quarry, Hectares 1.43.5, Survey No.571/1, 571/2 and 571/3,
Pilathu Village, Vedasandur Taluk, Dindigul District and M/s.Azhagu GG Granite Multi-Colour
Granite Quarry, Hectares 4.08.5, Survey No.505/1, 509/1, 509/2, 510, 511 and 571/4, Pilathu
Village, Vedasandur Taluk, Dindigul District.

He added that after the representatives of the company have explained the proposed
project, the public can express their views. I would like to inform you that the comments will be
recorded and sent to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Chennai,

with the approval of the Revenue Divisional Officer and the respected District Collector.

The public is kindly requested to register their comments related to this project only by

mentioning their name and place. The public can express their views verbally or in writing.

He requested the respected the Revenue Divisional Officer, Palani to preside over and

conduct this meeting.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Dindigul,

Good morning everyone. Survey No. 571/1,571/2 & 571/3 and 1.43.5 hectare and Survey
Survey No. 505/1,509/1,509/2,510,511 and 571/4 and 4.08.5 hectare of and its surrounding areas
in Pilathu Village, Vedasandur Taluk, Dindigul District its owner has sought permission to set up
Multi-Colour Granite Quarry. The Public Hearing meeting is conducted by the Tamilnadu
Pollution Control Board on behalf of the District Collector, Dindigul. Therefore, he kindly
requested the public to record their views by mentioning name and village name, regarding the

project only. He said that the public can express their views orally or in written form.
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Technical presentation by Environmental Consultant

The Environmental Consultant M/s.RRP Groups and Exports Multi-Colour Granite
Quarry, Survey No. 571/1,571/2 & 571/3 and M/s.Azhagu GG Granite Multi-Colour Granite
Quarry, Survey No. 505/1,509/1,509/2,510,511 and 571/4 of Pilathu Village, Vedasandur Taluk,
Dindigul District briefly explained the salient aspects of the proposed project. (Copy enclosed)

Revenue Divisional Officer, Dindigul

He said that if the ideas are brief and clear then everyone will get a chance.

1. Mr Palaniswami - Ex. MLA

He said that he did not understand the presentation made by the Project Proponent. He
wants to clarify that in the past, when blasting was done in a quarry, there would be noise and
cracks in the nearby villages, they would cut stones using burners, and that due to this, there
would be a lot of noise for a distance of about 5 (or) 6 km around the area. Since granite stone is
being extracted from the flat area and deep excavation is needed. They didn't explain about
fencing or any water channel passing around Alagu, GG Granite. If the depth of the quarry is
greater than the water bodies, there will be a shortage of water for the water bodies. Then, he
questioned how to use it for agriculture. Arid, he added that there are many doubts like this and
that first of all, those doubts should be explained in a detailed manner and that the people should
be informed in practical terms, not in technical ones, about the impacts of the quarry. He asked

the officials to explain to the people clearly.

He stated that with the arrival of the quarry, the village panchayats will receive funds
called Kanima Nidhi, through which they will be able to undertake basic works and public
welfare projects. The funds received from this quarry are reportedly Rupees 10 crores. Apart
from this fund, a certain percentage of the funds will be used to provide road facilities,
Anganwadi facilities, basic bus facilities, etc., to the people of the area. The Chettinad Cement
Factory carries out various welfare projects in the nearby villages once in a year and he
questioned whether this would do the same. There are many such doubts. In a way, it is good that

industries are coming to this area. If you tell us directly and clearly whether there is any impact



on the public or not in terms of the environment, it will be easier for the people here to

understand. ‘

2. Mr Shanmugam, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Mineral Resources Environment Protection

Mission.

He said that he is the coordinator of an organization against illegal quarrying and that the
purpose of the public hearing is to inform people about how the quarry will affect the
environment, water, air, sound, biodiversity and economic environment and how to fix it.
However, the explanation given by the project proponent here is scientific and therefore not
understandable to the public. He said that these two quarries were already operating in this area
and that the quarry should be operated as per the Tamil Nadu Minor Minerals Rules-1959. This
quarry is not eligible to operate in this area because it does not follow any rules. The Pollution
Control Officer said that they advertised in all areas, but when they inquired in the Andipatti
area, the people of that area said that they did not know at all. He said that only if they advertise
to the people of that area, they be informed about the impacts. He said that he collected the
information from the book and EIA report and that only the people of the specific area can
inform them about the problems caused by the quarry because this quarry was an already
operating quarry, no fencing was erected around the area and already 10 people died in the past 5
years and he added that he came to know the death of 3 children via newspaper and not only that
one person had died while bathing and washing clothes. He said that this quarry was already in
operation but no fencing was provided around the quarry and he added that more than 12,000
quarries were operating in Tamil Nadu, but none of the quarries had erected the fencing properly
and that this was causing harm to goats, cows and buffaloes that permission should not be given
to this quarry as per the law, because this quarry is violating the rules, This public hearing should
be cancelled and that in addition to that many wrong information has been written in the book
provided here. And he emphasized that false information has been given in all public hearings.
He said that the EIA report was issued only in English and after a huge protest, the EIA report
was issued in Tamil, now the people are able to read and understand. There are many houses
near the quarry survey number 505. According to the Tamil Nadu Minor Minerals Rules, if there
are houses approved by the Panchayat within 350 meters, permission for the quarry should not be

given. When blasting is done in this quarry, the nearby houses and the people in those houses
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will be affected. This is a water shortage area and water can be obtained only by digging 800 to
900 feet. 15 years ago, there was a lot of water in the Pilathu village pond and there were three
harvests per year, but now one harvest itself is very tough. The reason for this is the quarries and
brick kilns in this area. Nearly 56 brick kilns are operating without permission. There are about
25 houses and in the north-western part of this quarry, about 265 metres away, several houses are
present. But in the report, it was wrongly mentiqned that the houses are present only 350 metres
away. The quarry's report states that there are no schools and temples in the Andipatti area, but in
Andipatti school and temple are there. Similarly, Kalkulam, Sottakulam and Pilathu pond are
located 500 meters away from this quarry. They have said that they will dig this quarry to a
depth of 110 meters. However, they have already dug more than the permitted depth of this
quarry. If the currently permitted 110 meters is dug, all the water bodies in this area will dry up
and therefore Pilathu pond has dried up. There is no water in the small ponds nearby and when
this quarry is dug deep, all the water in the area will go into the quarry, which will make it
impossible to farm in this area and turn it into a desert, Israel is bombing Gaza and killing people
and quarries like this are destroying people's livelihoods and agriculture, So permission for this
quarry should not be given under any circumstances. Since there is an EB line 150 meters away
from both quarries, permission should not be given and there is a metal road 10 meters away
from the southern side of the quarry. He added that when an inspection was conducted in the

area, more than 35 trucks of gravel soil were stolen.

3. Mr Kalivugamurugan, Andipatti

He said that ten survey numbers have been reported and in his village, a total of 5000
people live, but they have not been informed about this public hearing. The livelihood of the
public has been affected and they have spent their own money and gone to court, gathered the
public in the village and protested. They first stopped one quarry now they have not informed the
public about seeking permission for another quarry. He stated that as the Pollution control officer
said pamphlets were dis;ributed but there was no leaflets or notices have been distributed in our
area and that our area has a crematorium and a pond called Ottakulam, there is not even a drop of
water in Ottakulam and that 100 days of work are going on near it, There are houses 30 meters

away, the agricultural land is on the other side of the road and the quarry is on the opposite side,



5,6 people have already died due to this quarry and that there is no fencing around the quarry and

permission should not be granted to the quarry since this is on agricultural land.

4. Mr Ayyappan — Andipatti

He stated that andipatti is his native village and survey number 573 is near to him and he
is the secretary of the APJ Abdul Kalam Youth Forum, he submitted a petition to the Dindigul
District Collector, District Environmental Engineer and AD Mines, MLA, VAO, Revenue
Inspector on behalf of the villagers and his association in 2018. After that, he submitted a
petition in 2021, another petition in 2022, then a protest was held with the people of our village,
led by former MLA Palaniswami and after all this protest. He came to know about the public
hearing at 8 pm last night through WhatsApp and that no announcement or notice was posted
regarding the public hearing in our area. There is a Kalkulam and Ottakulam water bodies near
the quarry and there are about 25 houses in the Ottakulam area. He said that Pilathu village is
exactly 2.6 km away from the quarry, but no advertisement has been done in Andipatti village,
which is 500 meters away. In the last 4 years, almost 6 lives have been lost due to the lack of
fencing in this area. A report was requested for the damages caused by the quarries in this area in
2017-18, but no report has been received till date. He said that all the deaths must be accounted
for and action should be taken against the company. Four lives have already been lost due to a
lack of proper fencing in this quarry. The groundwater level has decreased. He requested that the

authorities should inspect the quarry several times before granting permission to the quarries.

S. Mr Chokkalingam, Former Union Committee Chairman

He said that the establishment of this quarry will bring money to our panchayat and that
the Revenue Divisional Officer and District Environmental Engineer should study the impacts of
this quarry and grant permission as per the law. He suggested that if possible, a public hearing

meeting should be held again at the wedding hall located in the Andipatti area.

6. Mr S. Avadachikkanan, Pilathu village.

He said that the quarry is near his garden and permission can be granted for quarrying.
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7. Mr Ravikumar, Andipatti

He mentioned that the quarry is located in Andipatti village but here it is mentioned as
Pilathu village and he asked to clarify the village in which the quarry is going to be located. He
said that there is a distance of about 3 km between Pilathu village and Andipatti village. There is

a distance of 500 m between this quarry and Andipatti.

8. Mr Jeevanandham, Andipatti

He said that in his area, granite quarries are located in the north and south and in the west
direction, a company that burns tires to produce oil is located. He said that he has been fighting
against this company at the Pollution Control Board for almost 5 years. He said that the oil
factory will be shut down a week before the authorities come to inspect. He said that he spent Rs.
2 lakh and held protests, such as waiting and internal protests, to stop this quarry four years ago.
He sincerely condemns the fact that a public hearing is being held for it now and that no
advertisement is being done in the Andipatti area. He said that do one of the two, either the

Government should run a quarry, oil factory or kill us.

9. Mr R.P. Mani, Andipatti

He requested the authorities to take action to ensure that there is no harm to the public

and nature of his village.

10.Mr T. Saravanan, Andipatti

He said that the quarry is located in Andipatti, Tokkampatti, Pilathu areas and therefore,
the opinions of all the people of this area should be heard and that only 10 people in the
Andipatti area have expressed their opinions, 60 families will benefit from this quarry, but 600

will be severely affected, so permission should not be granted.

11. Mr Mugilan, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Movement Coordinator, Karur

He said that in Dindigul District, Vedasandur Taluk, Pilathu Village, M/s. RRP Groups
and Exports Multi-Colour Granite Quarry Survey No: 571/1, 571/2 and 571/3 and M/s. Azhagu
and GG Granite Multi-Color Granite Quarry Survey No.: 505/1, 509/1, 509/2, 510, 511 and

571/4 he greeted the Chairman, Revenue Divisional Officer who has visited the meeting to seek



permission for setting up a granite quarry, the Pollution Control Board Engineer who is
cbnducting this meeting, the Revenue Department, Police Department and other department
officials, owners and all the public. Furthermore, he added that when the Delhi Supreme Court
and the Madras High Court appointed Mr. Sakhayam to inspect the quarries in September 2014,
he traveled with him for a year and found that embezzlement of Rs. 1 crore 13 lakh had taken
place in 83 quarries in Madurai district alone. He gathered the villagers and submitted a petition
to District Collector Sangeeta on November 18 asking what problems would arise if the

Tungsten mining project were expanded from 5000 acres to 38500 acres.

Based on this, the Tamil Nadu Government convened a special meeting of the Legislative
Assembly on December 9 and passed a resolution to cancel the Tungsten mining project.
Honourable Minister Durai Murugan reported in the Assembly that the Tamil Nadu Government
had also done so because of the report received from mugilan. On the 20th of last month, he
brought to the attention of the respected District Collector a document that was hidden from the
Government and that was ready to be auctioned, The MP made the state Government speak

about it in a report. He expressed that in 2017, we protested against illegal sand quarries and all

the sand quarries were closed.

He said that project proponent explained that air pollution, soil pollution, noise pollution,
school environment pollution and social environment pollution would occur. This quarry was
already a quarry that had been established and that due to their continuous struggle, the National
Green Tribunal in 2015 ordered that a hearing should be held for quarries exceeding 5 acres. It is

on this basis that the hearing is currently being held.

He said that he knew that if he had given false information or made untrue statements in
the report submitted by the quarry owner, the permission for this quarry would be cancelled. He
said that the village map was not provided in the documents provided by this quarry and if it had
been provided, the nearby Andipatti village would have been clearly visible. There was no house
or stream in the Topo Sketch they provided. They also provided Rs. 3,00,000 lakhs to publish the
hearing in an English newspaper regarding this quarry and they also published it in a local Tamil
newspaper. It is stated in the FMB that a house is located on the north-east side of the granite
quarry in 505/1. It is stated that there is no house and no schools within 300 m. According to the

law, permission should not be given to this quarry and there is a village boundary in the north-
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west of the quarry and there are approved plots in the SF No. 240,248,277,218,297. The real
owner of this quarry is Jain from the northern state AND according to Erode, Namakkal, Land
Surveyor's Circular No. 6606/2024 2.09.2024 UDR Natham Land Survey Register many people
have said that there was once a house in that area 40 years ago but it does not exist now. It has
been demolished and the same should be taken as mentioned in the survey register. The approved
house, house plot, stream, road, village map, field map and those registers should be provided
after verifying the village map, field map since there are more than 25 houses around this quarry.
Permission should not be given to this GG quarry as per the law. Section 1A of the Minor
* Minerals Rules, 1959 states that no quarry should be leased within a radius of 300 m from
residential areas and that there should be no temporary workers' quarters within a radius of 300
m and that the AD Mines circular states that temporary sheds can be erected in the quarry and

that no one should be in the shed after 5 pm.

On May 1, 2024, 6 people died due to an explosion in Aviyur, Virudhunagar district. The
latitude and longitude documents of this quarry indicate that houses are located 234 m to the
south, 196 m to the west, 164, 99, 166,263,166 m to the east and 116 m to the southeast. There
are more than 70 houses nearby. Permission should not be given to this Alagu granite quarry.
There is a well near the quarry in Survey number 510. The quarry should be located 50 m away
from the well. There are two ponds, Kalkulam and Ottakulam, 50 m away from the quarry. The
quarry's PPT states that permission should not be given if the power line is within 50 m. But the
power line passes through the southern and eastern fields of the quarry without even a 10 m gap,

so this quarry should not be operated according to the law.

Furthermore, the EB line runs in the southeast part of the quarry without any gap, therefore
permission cannot be granted. Explanation-1 of the Minor Minerals Rules states that for public
road and metal road, a gap of 50 m is required but this quarry has not left that way, so permission
cannot be granted to this quarry and stones should be mined in the bench method in this quarry,
but this quarry has not been mined in that way. Similarly in Devakottai Taluk of Sivaganga
district, due to the failure of mine in the bench method, a collapse occurred in the quarry and 6
people died last month, therefore, permission cannot be granted to this quarry due to the lack of a
bench pit .This quarry has mined more than the permitted area and this has caused a loss of

revenue of crores to the Government. The Revenue Divisional Officer should recover it. They



only use reed explosives for detonation, and they will only detonate within 1-2 hours. It has been
reported that sandbags will be laid in a zigzag pattern, covered with tarpaulin and covered with a
1orry tyre to prevent noise and vibration, that the reed bomb explodes once every 25 seconds, like
a firecracker in a bomb shelter. But the explosives used for quarries are illegally smuggled and
detonated, and there is no serial blasting, it does not explode at 1-2 in the afternoon. They said
that permission should not be given to this quarry as they are banned explosives. The quarry is
operational only from 7 am to 5 pm and no activity should take place in the quarry after 5 pm, 45
documents should be submitted regarding this quarry. Permission report has not been obtained
from EB. The report regarding PWD, BDO has not been received.The environmental impact
report they have submitted did not mention about the Slender Loris Sanctuary is to be established
5 km away, that permission cannot be given to this quarry as 45 documents have not been
submitted. This quarry will be established on an area of 10 Y acres, they have said that they will

place 2500 native trees like banyan, fig, neem, and pungai here, and that this quarry has already
| been operating since 2016, has anyone planted a single tree anywhere? 1 cubic meter is 1 V4 lakh,
one stone is 5 to 12 cubic meters is 10 lakh and 1 ton is crores They are earning crores as former
MLA said, they should do as Chettinad Cement Company does. But this quarry has not
undertaken any work, no green belt has been established, they have said that they will establish a
wire fence. A circular was issued in August 2023. In it, the Government has said that a report
should be submitted by September 30, 2023 on which quarries have been fenced and which have
not. The rare species of Slender Loris in the Slender Loris Sanctuary will be destroyed by the
noise of the explosions. No matter how many lakhs are spent, the Slender Loris cannot be made
to grow. He said that permission should not be given if there is a wildlife sanctuary within a
radius of 10 km. Since there is a Slender Loris Sanctuary 5 km away, permission should not be
given to the quarry. He said that since the DMK Government had stated in its election manifesto

that the Government would run such granite quarries, no individual should run them.

He added that water, land, noise pollution, etc., will be known, but air pollution is not
visible. In this regard, the Union Government has advised that sugar boards should be set up in
schools. He said that when he participated in a public hearing meeting held in Thiruphuvanam,
which borders this district with the Karur District VAO brought a 6-year-old child here who was
diagnosed with sugar disease. There are no instruments to measure air pollution here. There are

1000 houses in the Andapatti area. What we are going to give to our future generations in this
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area? 1 did not say that sugar disease and infertility are the only things. The company report
states that‘a study was conducted on air pollution at 5 ldcations for three months, so a report
should be submiited for the same. The village panchayats have stated that they are earning an
income of Rs. 5 crore from this quarry. According to the Supreme Court judgment W.P No.
136/2009 — Order Date 26.07.2023, only the permitted amount should be taken on the roads, and
if it exceeds that, a fine of Rs. 20,000/~ per unit will be charged. It has also been stated that the
quarry should be dropped at that location and taken at another place. An officer from Madurai
was sentenced to 1 month in prison for contempt of Court Judgment, a fine was imposed on the
Coimbatore Commissioner and 4 tahsildars were sentenced to 3 months in prison. The maximum
weight for a village road is 10 tons and for a 6-wheeler it is 12 tons. A maximum of 52 tons can
be taken on SH, MDR, ODR roads, but up to 100 tons are being taken. 1 cubic meter is 3 tons
and 5 cubic meters is 15 tons. In this area, the roads are affected due to the transportation of large
quantities of granite stones on village roads. The decisions related to the quarry are not taken by
the District Administration or the Pollution Control Officer, but by the State Environmental
Assessment Agency (SEIAA). As far as, the RR Group quarry is concerned, there is an approved
house 285 m away on the east, there are houses 157 m and 195 m away. The EB Line and the
Natham area are also located in the western part. There is water level, there is a public road in
the RR Group quarry, there is no bench system, more than the permitted amount has been cut,
reed blasting is not used, no barbed wire fence has been erected. The 45 types of reports
mentioned in the EIA report have not been attached, the quarry continuously causes air pollution,
no green belt has been developed, there is a Slender Loris Sanctuary within a radius of 5 km
from the quarry, which may cause mutilation of those creatures, therefore the Government
should also take over this quarry, it carries heavy loads on the roads, therefore permission should
~ not be given to this quarry.As far as the RR Group quarry is concerned, approved residential
plots, Natham, Andipatti village 1 km away, etc. are in the village map, land map and the
register, so permission should not be given to this quarry. There is an EB line, public road, water
bodies, Natham, etc., therefore, permission should not be given to this quarry. The water supply
system, the upper-level water storage tank, e;[c., are located in Andipatti village. There are ponds
like Ottakulam and Kalkulam, 50 meters away, so permission should not be given to the quarry.
The DMK Government should accept and run such granite quarries as they provide high income,

as stated in the election manifesto. The groundwater level in this village has already dropped



significantly, so permission should not be given to this quarry. The Chief Minister has gathered
votes in areas like Karur and Thoothukudi by mentioning my name. It has been reported that 146
districts in India are dangerous districts, and landslides will occur. Climate change, especially
excessive rain, excessive Sun light. He said that the excessive landslides are caused by the
explosives used by these quarries and the fact that a green belt is not established and that if the
quarries had established a green belt, it would have rained every day and that the Central
Government has issued a report saying that there should be no consultation meeting for 26 types
of minerals, and that human life is on the verge of destruction and that on 19.09.2024, we
gathered 500 people and held a protest against SEIAAA, the officials said that they did not see
the documents related to the consultation meeting at that time. He said that permission should not
be given to this quarry, saying that if it is done on a legal basis, it will be considered as a support,

if you act against the law, action will be taken against officials.

12. Mr G. Mahendran — Thennampatti

If this Public hearing meeting had been held in Andipatti, the area where the quarry is
located,600 people would have come but only 6 people are currently attending on behalf of
Andipatti. He said that the opinions of the people of the area, whether in favor or against, should
have been sought. He said that holding it in this area was a big mistake and that the people of

Thennampatti should express their support to the people of Andipatti.

13. Mr Kalivuga Murugan — Andipatti

He requested that the Government officials should inspect the quarry area, there is road, a
temple, etc., 10 meters away and that all those who came here, are from outside the village,

another public hearing should be held in the Andipatti area.
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The District Environmental Engineer thanked the Revenue Divisional Officer, Palani for
presiding over the function, other Government department officials, Police officials, Press and

media persons, Industries répresentatives, Social activists and Public for attending the meeting.

The meeting came to an end

, ivis\iﬂp Jyfice
Palani Division,
Dindigul district.

Dindigul.

Enclosures:

1. Copy of Press release (Public Notice published in Tamil & English) for notifying the Public
Hearing.

2. Copy of attendance sheet of the Public Hearing (Total Pages 6 & 80 Persons).

Copy of Audio & Video (DVD-Disc) of the public hearing proceeding.

4. Written petitions submitted by the public.
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