MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH
STONE QUARRY OF M/s. RRM TRANSPORT, S.F. No: 328/2 (Block - 36),
KALPADI NORTH VILLAGE, PERAMBALUR TALUK, PERAMBALUR
DISTRICT OVER AN EXTENT OF 1.00.0 HECTARES ON 06/08/2026 AT 10:30 AM
IN M/s. ANNAI MAHAL, PERAMBALUR SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY,
OPPOSITE TO NAYARA PETROL BUNK, ARIYALUR MAIN ROAD,
- KAVULPALAYAM POST, PERAMBALUR TALUK, PERAMBALUR DISTRICT.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:

1. Mr. S. Sornaraj : | Personal Assistant to the District Collector
(General)/Deputy Collector,

Perambalur District.

2. | Dr.D.Sugumar : | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Perambalur District.

PROPRIETOR:

3. Proprietor - Thiru.Marimuthu R Project :
Rough stone quarry of M/s. RRM Transport,

S.F.328/2 (Block — 36),
Kalpadi North Village, Perambalur Taluk,

Perambalur District.

The total number of people who attended the meeting, including the Proprietor of the
quarry, Government Officials, Environmental Activists and the General Public, was 279.

(copy of the attendance register is attached herewith).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur,
said “Good moming to everyone, Welcome the Personal Assistant to the Collector (General)
who presiding over the public hearing meeting for the proposed rough stone quarry of
M/s. RRM Transport, S.F.No. 328/2 (Block-36) over an extent of 1.00.0 Hectares, Kalpadi
North Village, Perambalur Taluk , Perambalur District and welcomed the other government

officials, the public, volunteers, friends from the press and media and police department on




behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the Perambalur District

Administration.

As the proposed project falls within the quarry cluster of 500m radius with the total
extent of 13.60.0 Hectares, the Public hearing is being held to obtain Environmental
Clearance from the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority and She said that the
press release regarding the meeting to be held today has been published 30 days in advance in
‘The New Indian Express’ English newspaper and ‘DinaThanthi’ Tamil newspaper dated

02.07.2026.

| Further, this public hearing meeting has already been advertised through pamphlets,
posters and loudspeakers to inform the public living in Kalpadi North and surrounding
Villages. The Project Environmental Consultant will explain the proposed projects in detail
and after that, the public can register their comments one by one by giving their name and
address, and the comments of the public so registered will be recorded in audio and video
format and sent to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. Now, the

environmental consultant will explain the project description”.

Later, the project consultant explained the project to the public through a Power Point

Presentation.

Personal Assistant to the District Collector (General)/Deputy Collector said: Those from
the public who wish to express their opinions can come forward here and share them. Please
state your name, your father's name, and the village you are coming from, and then you may

come forward one by one to express your opinions.

1. Thiru. N. Sengamuthu, President, Farmer's Association (Ariyalur — Perambalur

District):

I would like to express a few views in this public hearing regarding the expansion of
this Kalpadi village stone quarry. It is stated in the project report that this quarry will be set
up over an area of about one hectare and will operate on a hill of a specific height. Currently,
since sand quarries are closed in many places, materials like gravel (jelli) and M-sand are
highly essential for house construction and various infrastructure works. It is from these types
of quarries that they are obtained. Therefore, this is also important for the livelihood of the

people who depend on this industry. At the same time, when the quarry is operational, it must



not cause any kind of disturbance to the general public. It must function by fully adhering to
all government rules and regulations. Proper procedures must be strictly followed during the
transportation of stones from the quarry as well. It is stated that direct employment
opportunities will be provided to 25 individuals through this project. Those employment
opportunities must first be given to the educated youth of that area. Priority must be given to
those belonging to the village where the quarry is located and its surrounding areas. If an
industrial enterprise operates in an area, its benefits must first reach the people of that
locality. Furthermore, the investors in this project must act with social responsibility. Taking
into consideration the demands raised by the general public, additional fupds must be
allocated to provide the necessary amenities. Workers must be continuously provided with
safety gear, ear protection devices, medical camps, and regular health check-ups. In the
quarry, there will be a need to use explosives to break rocks. However, the announced
regulations regarding blasting times, safety protocols, and noise controls must be strictly
followed. Specifically, it must operate in a manner that does not cause any disturbance to the
general public. Let the industry grow, let the owners progress; but my view is that the general
public should not be affected because of it. My opinion is that this quarry must be operated
only after ensuring the welfare of the public. Thank you. Greetings.

2. Thiru. R. Shankar, State President — Laaco India and Perambalur Ariyalur Trichy
Zone Coordinator — Fact India

I would like to express a few views by participating in today's public hearing
regarding the setting up of a stone quarry in the Kalpadi area. The project report prepared for
this project is designed in a very detailed and clear manner. In this project, which is to be
implemented across an area of one hectare, aspects such as the environment, air pollution,
noise, biological environment, socio-economic impacts, and the pros and cons of the project
have been explained in detail. Preparing such a project report and bringing it to the public is
not an easy task. I express my appreciation to the concerned company for that. This area was
previously an economically backward area. Although agriculture is the backbone of a
country, industrial development also becomes necessary in an environment where agriculture
alone does not provide sufficient income. When industries grow, employment opportunities
will increase, the economy will improve, and basic infrastructure like roads will be created.
In that aspect, thousands of families are gaining a livelihood through the stone quarries in this
area. There are about 10 stone quarries in this location. Directly and indirectly, 5,000 families

depend entirely on this industry for their livelihood. At the same time, these companies must



operate with social responsibility. Medical services must be provided to the general public.
Instead of conducting medical camps once every three or six months, all quarry owners
should collaborate to take steps to organize monthly medical camps.

Educational aid and welfare schemes must be provided to school students. Saplings
must be planted on a large scale. They must identify the basic amenities required by the
village residents and provide them. Since the local public is the reason for the growth of these
companies, it is the responsibility of the enterprises to ensure the welfare and safety of those
people. In any industry, there will be benefits as well as some adverse impacts. Wherever
impacts occur, measures to rectify them must also be undertaken. Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) funds must be fully utilized for the welfare of the local public.
Investors must progress, and at the same time, the general public must also benefit. My view

is that all companies must work together in coordination to improve the livelihood of the

people in this region. Thank you.
3. Thirumathi. Jebakkani, Social Activist:

I express my heartfelt greetings and gratitude to the respected District Collector, the
Tahsildar, all the officials, the public, elders, and friends gathered here, as well as the
management of this stone quarry company. Preparing this project report, reviewing it, and
explaining it clearly to the public is a major task. For that, I express my thanks to everyone
concerned. I believe that full development cannot occur in a place where there is no industrial
enterprise. In today's context, industrial development is highly essential. Particularly when
educated youth remain at hdfne without employment opportunities, they face various
hardships. If youth get employment opportunities through these kinds of industries, they can
progress on a good path. Similarly, quarry companies have been providing educational
facilities and basic infrastructure required for villages. While the government functions on
one side, these companies are also engaged in activities to fulfill the needs of the people.
They must also undertake social welfare schemes such as marriage assistance for poor
women. As mentioned by the speakers before me, medical camps must be conducted
frequently. Blasting must be conducted with complete safety protocols and in a manner that
does not cause ground vibrations. In the past, the noise was excessive during blasting;
however, technological advancements are available for it now. Nevertheless, since some
individuals are reportedly facing dust and respiratory issues, medical camps must be
conducted without fail. When transporting minerals in trucks, they must be fully covered to

prevent dust from spreading. Numerous workers and drivers are securing their livelihoods



through this company. Therefore, I request that the required No Objection Certificate (NOC)

be granted for this quarry to operate. Thank you, greetings.

4. Thiru. Christhuraja, K.Eraiyur

Greetings to everyone. Various negative impacts are occurring in our area due to the
operation of this quarry. Especially, agriculture has been severely affected. Please come and
inspect our area in person. We have submitted petitions regarding this multiple times.
Officials come, state that they will inspect and take action, and then leave. By cutting down
the hill and operating the quarry, it is only its owners who get huge profits. Currently, since
most of the operations are carried out using machinery, local people do not get any significant
employment opportunities either. These kinds of crusher quarries should be located far away
from residential areas. However, because they operate very close to our villages, the general
public is directly affected. They claim that they sprinkle water to control the dust, but in
practice, it is not carried out properly. Even though there is a regulation stating that the
crusher must operate only from 6:00 AM to 6:00 PM, it functions during night hours as well
at many times. This causes a disturbance to the people. Drinking water sources are alvso
affected. The dust and plumes of smoke arising during blasting spread up to a distance of two
kilometers. When transporting stones in trucks, the stones fall on the roads and sometimes in
places where the general public commutes. We have even staged a road blockade protest
regarding this. Our demand is that officials must inspect the situation in person at our village
and make a decision after that. Taking into account public safety and air pollution, it must be

implemented with strict restrictions. Otherwise, permission must not be granted for this
quarry.
5. Thirumathi. Sumathi, Perali Panchayat, Eraiyur Road

We have come from the area along the Eraiyur path, where there are about 100 houses
located away from the quarry. Please come and inspect the road in our area in person. It is an
extremely narrow road. On that road, trucks carrying loads far beyond the permitted limits are
continuously operating. Due to this, a great danger has been posed to the general public.
Accidents have occurred due to falling stones, and fatalities have also taken place. The dust
and smoke arising during blasting in the quarry come directly into our area. We have been
living while constantly breathing in that dust. As a result, health problems have increased.
Doctors have also stated that quarry activities are the reason for these illnesses. Even if the

quarry operates, trucks must not go through our village. An alternative route must be



arranged. Furthermore, agricultural lands are being severely affected due to the quarry
activities. Officials must inspect in person to assess how many fields have been damaged.
Our demand is that appropriate action must be taken taking into consideration the health,

safety, and agriculture of the general public. Trucks must not go through the Eraiyur path.

6. Thirumathi. Santhi, K.Eraiyur Road

We own lands along the Eraiyur path. There is no damage of any kind to our lands

due to the quarries. We also use the same path for commuting.

7. Thirumathi. (Name not mentioned)

We also reside along the Eraiyur path. They claim that there is no damage of any kind
to our lands due to the quarries. However, we are suffering from health problems such as
sinus and asthma due to the quarry and crusher activities. Even though they claim to conduct
a medical camp once every six months, it is not carried out properly or effectively. The dust
arising from the quarry settles all over our houses. Soil and dust fall even into the food we
eat. We are living under such conditions. About 200 families reside in that area, and the
majority of the people are experiencing these hardships. Since dust mixes with the drinking
water as well, it is difficult even to use it. Therefore, appropriate action must be taken
regarding the health hazards occurring in our area. We request that trucks must not operate

along the Eraiyur path. Thank you, greetings.
8. Thirumathi. Rajammal, Kavulpalayam, Kaliamma Nagar

We have been living by relying on the stone quarry industry since our grandparents'
time. For several generations, this industry has been our primary livelihood. However,
currently, because employment opportunities have decreased, a situation has arisen where
many men in our village have to travel to other towns to look for work. You have stated that
through this project, employment opportunities will be provided to 30 educated youth. That is
welcome. However, you must also clarify what kind of employmenf opportunities you are
going to provide for uneducated individuals. Similarly, there are no employment
opportunities for women. Even if direct employment cannot be provided to women,
assistance for them to start self-employment, financial aid for self-help groups (SHGs), and

small-scale industry training must be provided. Thank you, greetings.



9. Thirumathi. Mathammal, Kavulpalayam, Kaliamma Nagar

We have been working in this stone quarry industry since our childhood. We only
know stone breaking and quarry-related jobs. Other than this, we have neither experience nor
opportunities in any other industry. This stone quarry industry is our primary livelihood. It is
solely through this that we are running our families. Our children's education expenses and
family expenditures are all dependent entirely on this income. If this industry ceases to exist,
our families will be forced to face severe hardships. Therefore, considering the livelihood of
workers like us, permission must be granted for this stone quarry: Only if this industry

continues will our families and our children's future be secure. Thank you, greetings.

10. Thiru. Murugesan, Neduvasal

Please come and inspect our village roads in person. Because the stone quarry trucks
are continuously operating, the roads have become severely damaged. It is difficult for the
general public even to walk safely on those roads. The pathways to reach agricultural lands
are also affected. A situation has arisen where we wonder how to go to our lands and how to
do farming. If we ask about these issues, we do not receive a proper response. At times, they
even behave in an intimidating manner. Due to this, the general public is in deep mental
- agony. Therefore, we strongly oppose any further stone quarry activities taking place in our
area. Our demand is that permission must not be granted for this stone quarry, taking into

consideration the livelihood and agriculture of the general public. Thank you.

11. Mr. Venkatesan, Kavulpalayam

All the members of the public have expressed their grievances here. It does not appear
that the poor and ordinary people receive any major benefit from this stone quarry. Mostly, it
is only the quarry owners who reap economic profits. We have no objection to them doing
business and earning income. However, the hill is public property. Our question is whether
the stone extraction is done strictly within the limits permitted by the government. In practice,
the public suspects that most quarries cut and extract stones far beyond their permitted limits.
To control this, the government has introduced weight monitoring and measurement systems.
Records of how many stones are extracted from each quarry and how much quantity is
transported in trucks must be maintained properly. However, it is doubtful whether these are
fully followed in practice. It is said that permission has been granted to extract a specific
cubic meter volume of stones for five years from this quarry. The Department of Geology and

Mining officials must inspect and transparently disclose to the general public whether stones



have been extracted strictly within that limit. In a situation where existing quarries do not
properly follow regulations, the question also arises as to why permission is being granted for
new quarries. I am not against the industry. However, I emphasize that it must operate within
legal regulations. It is claimed that 500 saplings have been planted. They must show the
public where they have been planted. Similarly, they say that blasting will be done only from
12:00 PM to 2:00 PM. But in practice, it is not done that way. The regulation that water must
be sprinkled to control dust and smoke after blasting is also not properly followed. Many
grievances stated by the Eraiyur people are true. Heavy truck traffic is high in our areas as
well. They must transparently disclose to the general public how many stones are quarried
and how many trucks are operated daily. Under the current circumstances, we register our
opposition to this quarry. Only vehicles that have received permission for quarry operations
must be used. Because unauthorized vehicles are being utilized, traffic difficulties and safety
issues are occurring. Quarry companies must function in compliance with legal regulations.

Otherwise, officials must take appropriate action. Thank you, greetings.

12. Thiru. Subramani, Perali:

You have been cutting down this hill and operating the quarry for many years.
Because stones are continuously being extracted, the hill has already been greatly reduced
and has reached ground level. Under these circumstances, if permissions continue to be
granted repeatedly, there is a risk that the natural resources will be completely destroyed. The
environment of our region and the welfare of future generations must be taken into
consideration. Specifically, if the children living here are to live safely and healthily, I

request that permission not be granted for this kind of quarry.

13. Thiru. Venkatesh, Kavulpalayam, Kaliyamma Nagar:

In our area alone, about 300 families depend entirely on this stone quarry industry for
their survival. Many who are speéking here expressing opposition do not work in the quarry
industry. However, the condition of the families who depend on this industry must also be
taken into consideration. Many youth are in a situation where they have to travel to Andhra,
Northern states, and other regions in search of work. However, if this quarry operates,
employment opportunities are available locally.

We also reside close to the hill. In our experience, no major impacts of any kind have

occurred. Therefore, we do not perceive any damage to the extent that others are claiming.



Since many families are surviving through this stone quarry, we request that permission be

granted for this stone quarry, taking our livelihood into consideration.

{Personal Assistant to the District Collector (General)/Deputy Collector : Members of

the public may express only their opinions. }

14. Thirumathi. Kalpana:

The stone quarry industry is our livelihood. I have grown up seeing this industry since
my birth, Our family members do not know any trade other than this. We are not in a position
to travel to other towns and do different work. We do not deny that blasting takes place in the
quarry. There may be some difficulties, but we have adjusted and learned to live with it. This
industry is what runs our family. My husband works as a driver, and our family functions
relying entirely on that income. Some say that dust is flying around, but water sprinkling
activities are being carried out on behalf of the quarry management. Dust is controlled by

sprinkling water during morning hours and at times when trucks operate. I request that we

definitely need this stone quarry. Thank you, greetings.

15. Thirumathi. Maheswari, Kavulpalayam:

About 1,000 families in our area have been working in this industry for moré than 35
years to run our households. Currently, because the quarry is not operational, we are facing
severe hardships. In many families, men are in a situation where they have to remain at home
- without work. Our entire livelihood is dependent solely on this industry. We do not have any

other employment opportunities. Therefore, we request that permission be granted for the

stone quarry to operate.

16. Thiru. Jeeva, Kavulpalayam:

I am working as a JCB operator in the stone quarry. Currently, because the quarry is
not operational, our family is facing severe hardships. Our livelihood is solely dependent on

this industry. Therefore, I request that permissioh be granted for the stone quarry. Thank you.

17. Thirumathi. Kavulpalayam, Kaliamma Nagar (name not mentioned):
We want the stone quarry.

18. Thiru. R. Soundarraj, Kavulpalayam:

There are about 1,600 ration cards in our Kavulpalayam Panchayat. Most of the

families among them have been living by relying entirely on the stone quarry industry for



many years. Only about 20% of the people in this village dépend on agriculture; the
remaining 80% survive by engaging in stone crushing and its related industries. If this
industry stops, the very economy of our village will be affected. Many have purchased
vehicles through bank loans. Currently, because the quarry is not operational, workers and
vehicle owners are in severe distress, unable to pay their installments.

We also respect the views of those who say that the quarry causes negative impacts.
However, to solve those problems, we must insist on safety measures, medical camps, dust
control, and drinking water protection. Completely stopping the industry will not be the right
solution. If an industrial enterprise operates, employment opportunities, economic growth,
and various basic infrastructure will be provided to that area. Therefore, considering the
welfare of the public and the livelihood of the workers, I request that the stone quarry be
permitted to operate with the necessary restrictions. Thank you, greetings.

19. Thirumathi. Keerthana, K. Eraiyur

Greetings to everyone. Our land is located right near the stone quarry. Some people
say that dust and other negative impacts are caused by the quarry. However, in our
experience, the company has been taking the necessary control measures. So far, we have not
experienced any significant damage. For the past 30 years, my husband worked in other
towns, and currently, he is employed as a truck driver. Therefore, I request that permission be

granted for this stone quarry. Thank you.
20. Thirumathi. Mookayi, Eraiyur Road:

We are also people who once worked in the stone quarry. However, today I am
expressing this view solely keeping in mind the future welfar¢ of our children and
grandchildren. Due to the dust and smoke impacts caused by the quarry, people are facing
various health problems. We too are in a situation where we have to go to the hospital
frequently. Therefore, we do not want this stone quarry. Even if permission is granted for this

quarry despite this, we insist that no quarry truck should be allowed to operate through our

Eraiyur path.
21. Thiru. Eraiyur Road (Name not mentioned)

Everyone says that the stone quarry is their livelihood. However, we must also pay
attention to the condition of the people living in the areas affected by this stone quarry.
Earning money is important, but the lives of future generations, the environment, drinking

water, and agricultural resources are far more important. No one was born relying on a stone



quarry; this is an industry that developed over time. Decisions made today for income should
not affect the livelihood of tomorrow’s generation.

Only the crusher quarry owners benefit. Food, water, agriculture, and a healthy
environment are the basic needs of the people. No development is benéﬁcial when those are
affected. Dust pollution is extremely high in our area. Within just a few minutes of cleaning
the house, dust settles all over again. The movement of heavy vehicles on the roads causes
hardships for the general public. Those who claim there is no impact would understand the
people's plight if they came and lived in the heavily affected areas. Therefore, considering the
welfare of our local people, environmental protection, and the well-being of the future
generation, we request that this stone quarry should not be permitted. A high number of
trucks operate' along the K. Eraiyur path, which causes a hindrance to public transport.

Therefore, we do not want the stone quarry.
22. Thiru. Pradeep K. Eraiyur:

I also own land in this area. This hill or stone quarry project being discussed currently
is not something new; it is a project that has been operating through auctions for many years.
Mény families, including truck drivers, laborers, and vehicle owners, depend on this quarry
for their survival. The situation of those who have invested their money in this must also be
taken into consideration. It is natural for everyone to speak based on their own personal
circumstances. Similarly, our livelihood is also dependent solely on this industry.

The quarry management has been executing mitigation measures, including water
sprinkling for dust control. Therefore, a balanced decision must be made after understanding
the situation of all sides. Furthermore, incidents such as intimidating truck drivers and
damaging vehicles are occurring in some places. This causes massive financial losses to both
the workers and vehicle owners. I request that this stone quarry be permitted to operate,
keeping our livelihood in mind. |

23. Thirumathi. Muthamilselvi, Kavulpalayam:

We have come from Kavulpalayam. Many youth in our area are working as truck

drivers and in industries dependent on the stone quarry. Therefore, we want this stone quarry.

Thank you, greetings.

24, Thiru. Raja, Kavulpalayam:

Our entire livelihood is dependent solely on the stone quarry. For many years, we

have been running our family by relying on this industry. With great difficulty, I have



purchased a truck, and I have not yet fully paid off its monthly installments (EMIs).
However, because the quarry is not operational, we have been struggling without work for the
past few months. Due to the lack of income, I am facing severe hardships as I am unable to
pay the vehicle installments. All of my savings and hard work have been invested in that
vehicle. My family's livelihood, my children's education, and their future are all dependent
entirely on this industry. Therefore, taking into consideration the plight of workers and

vehicle owners like us, permission must be granted for this stone quarry.

' 25. Thiru. Vincent, Kavulpalayam:

I depend entirely on the stoﬁe quarry for my survival. I am running my family by
engaging in works related to this industry. Furthermore, I have also purchased a truck by
taking a loan. However, because the truck has not operated for the past three months, I am
struggling severely without any income. Paying the monthly installments (EMIs) has also
become difficult. Even though I am educated, I did not get a job suited to my education.
Therefore, I am in a situation where I have to depend solely on this industry. Hence, taking
our livelihood into consideration, I request that permission be granted for this stone quarry. I

support this stone quarry. Thank you, greetings.

26. Thiru. Marudhammal, Kalpadi

My children have purchased trucks and are operating them to sustain our family's
livelihood. We were also regularly paying the monthly installments (EMIs) for those trucks.
However, because the quarry has not been operational for the past three months, we are

struggling without any income. Therefore, permission must be granted for this stone quarry.

27. Thirumathi. Maheswari, KavulPalayam, Kaliamma Nagar:

We want the stone quarry. It has been over a year since this stone quarry was
auctioned. No significant damage or adverse impact of any kind has occurred in our area. I

request that permission be granted for this stone quarry. Thank you, greetings.

28. Thiru. Mohan, Gandhinagar:

We also depend entirely on the stone quarry for our survival. Relying on this industry,
we have taken a loan and purchased a truck [lorry]. However, because the quarry has not

been operational for the past three months, the truck has not run. Due to this, we are



struggling severely without any income, unable to pay the monthly installments [EMIs] for

the vehicle. Therefore, I request that permission be granted for this stone quarry. Greetings.

29. Thirumathi. Malarvizhi, Eraiyur Road:

Everyone is speaking in favor of the stone quarry for the sake of their livelihood.
However, in the name of that livelihood, the condition of the families who are affected must
also be taken into consideration. While it is said that thousands of families benefit, we must
not forget the lives of the 50 to 150 families who are directly affected by the quarry and truck
traffic. Economic needs are indeed important. However, the health and livelihood of the
general public cannot be neglected for that reason.

In our area, children frequently experience health issues like colds, coughing, and
shortness of breath. Health complications are increasing among adults as well. Due to dust
pollution, daily life has become difficult. Furthermore, transportation facilities in our area are
also inadequate. Because heavy vehicles operate in large numbers, the general public is
forced to travel in constant fear. The hardships faced by truck drivers are being discussed;
however, no one speaks about the accidents and difficulties caused to the general public by
the trucks. Therefore, considering the health, safety, and livelihood of the people, we oppose
this stone quarry. We insist that we do not want this stone quarry for the welfare of our local
people. Thank you, greetings.

30. Thiru. Krishnamoorthy, K. Eraiyur:

I worked in Kuwait for the past 10 years. I do not have much formal education. With
the money I earned working abroad, I returned to my hometown, purchased a truck [lorry],

and am running a business. Therefore, the stone quarry is an absolute necessity for me.

31. Thiru. Manikandan, Kavulpalayam:

I have completed a BBA degree. For the past six months, despite searching for a job
in many places including Chennai, Coimbatore, and Tiruppur, I could not find a job suited to
my education. Ultimately, I was in a position where I had to take up my father's profession.
No matter how many hardships came, it is this industry that saved our family. You say that
100 families are affected along the Eraiyur path. However, in Kavulpalayam, 2,000 families
depend on this stone quarry industry for their survival. Place your demands before the
government; steps can be taken to fulfill them. But our livelihood must also be taken into

consideration. Therefore, I request that permission be granted for this stone quarry. Thank

you. Greetings.



32. Thirumathi. Pushpavalli, K.Eraiyur Road:

All the trucks you operate pass entirely through our village. Because of this, dust is
extremely heavy in our area. Due to the operation of thousands of trucks, a situation has
arisen where school students cannot travel safely to and from school, and the transit road is
also inadequate. This dust causes health problems in children, including shortness of breath.
"We are already unable to cope with the negative impacts caused by the existing stone
quarries. In our area, facilities like Anganwadis (childcare centres), ration shops, drinking
water, and road infrastructure are also not available in sufficient capacities. However, heavy
vehicles alone continue to operate nonstop. As a result, accidents also occur frequently.
Therefore, officials must inspect the situation in person and make a decision. We do not want

any further stone quarries. Thank you.

33. Thiru. Ganesan, Kavulpalayam:

Greetings to everyone. I have completed a B.Tech degree. Many graduates like me
depend directly and indirectly on this stone quarry industry for our survival. The economy of
10 to 15 surrounding villages operates by relying on this industry. Many small businesses,
including tea shops and hotels, also function by depending entirely on this trade. More than
ten thousand families depend on this industry for their livelihood. The demands of the
affected people are fair; appropriate compensation and safety measures must be provided to
them. At the same time, the village panchayat also receives revenue through this stone
quarry. Through that, many development projects, including roads and housing facilities, can
be implemented. Therefore, the welfare of the people and the necessity of the industry must

be considered in a balanced manner. We want the stone quarry.

34. Thirumathi. Gopika:
We want the stone quarry. About 2,000 families depend entirely on this stone quarry
industry for their survival. I request that permission be granted for this stone quarry, taking

their livelihood into consideration.
3S. Thiru. Rajendran, Kavulpalayam:

We have been engaged in the stone crushing trade traditionally. For three generations,
our family has resided in Kaaliamman Nagar, Kavulpalayam, and has held this industry as
our sole livelihood. We did not receive much formal education; it is this trade that runs our

lives. Many families survive through this industry which is conducted with government



permission. I request that permission be granted for this stone quarry, taking into

consideration the livelihood of about 1,500 families who depend entirely on the stone

crushing trade.

36. Thirumathi. Valarmathi

Even after my son completed his studies, he did not get a job suited to his education.
Therefore, he was working as a manager in the stone quarry. Currently, because the stone
quarry is not operational, he too is at home without employment. I request that this stone

quarry must continue for the sake of our family's livelihood. Greetings.

37. Thirumathi. Jeevitha, Kaliamma Nagar:

More than 2,000 families depend entirely on this stone quarry industry for their

survival. I request that permission be granted for this stone quarry, taking their livelihood into

consideration.
38. Thirumathi. Surya, Eraiyur Road:

‘I would like to emphasize the same points mentioned by many speakers earlier. The
roads in our area lack adequate facilities. However, all the stone quarry trucks pass entirely
through our village. Those who support the stone quarry do not allow trucks to operate
through their own areas. When trucks went through their route for just a few days, they
immediately expressed opposition and diverted them back through our area. We have been
enduring for many years the severe hardships that they could not tolerate for even two days.

Due to the trucks, dust pollution is extremely high. Humans, livestock, and

“agricultural lands are all affected. They sprinkle water and cover the stones during transit for
only a few days; after that, it is not followed properly. Because of this, our entire village is
surrounded by dust, and daily life is affected. We have no intention of affecting anyone else's
livelihood. However, our health, agriculture, and livelihood are also important. Therefore, I
state that we do not want this stone quarry.

39. Thiru. Manikandan, Kavulpalayam:

I have completed an MBA degree. Currently, I own a vehicle and depend entirely on
this stone quarry industry for my survival. Because the stone quarry has not been operational
for the past three months, I am at home without employment. I am worried about how to run
my family. Some people state that vehicles pass through their village. However, hundreds of

vehicles also pass through our village daily, and we are living while adjusting to that. Our



livelihood depends solely on this industry. Therefore, I request that we want this stone

quarry.
40. Thiru. Mukilan, Kavulpalayam:

Some people say that they do not want the stone quarry, and they also allege that
water is not being sprinkled. However, from our viewpoint, water sprinkling activities are
being carried out to control the dust. Many individuals remain without work despite
completing their college education. Because the stone quarry is closed, many families are
- struggling without any income. They are finding it difficult even to pay their vehicle loan

installments [EMIs]. Therefore, this stone quarry must operate.
41. Thirumathi. K.Eraiyur road (Name not mentioned)

We do not need this stone quarry. Already, thousands of trucks operate daily through
our area. Because multiple crusher machines are also functioning, dust pollution is extremely
heavy. When we raise these problems, they promise that they will operate only until 6:00 PM
and will sprinkle water continuously. However, those promises are not followed consistently.
Sometimes they take action for just a single day, and then return back to their old ways.
Because the crushers operate during night hours as well, dust and noise increase. Due to this,
the health of the general public is affected. Many individuals are suffering from health
complications, including respiratory disorders. Therefore, we request that permission must

not be granted for this stone quarry. Thank you.

42. Thiru. Xavier:

[ have studied up to the tenth standard. Currently, I am working as a truck driver. My
livelihood depends entirely on this stone quarry industry. Therefore, we want this stone

quarry.
43. Thirumathi. Fathima Mary, Eraiyur Road:

The dust pollution caused by the stone quarry causes immense hardship to us. Daily
life itself has become difficult. The doctor has also informed me that this dust is a primary
cause for the eye problem I have developed. Therefore, stone quarry trucks must not operate
in our area. They can conduct it in another suitable location. Such industries must not come
near our village and residential areas. The crushers also cause heavy damage. Therefore, we

do not want this stone quarry crusher.



44. Thiru. Suresh, K. Eraiyur:

Some people here stated that their livelihood is being affected. However, many people
run their daily lives by relying on this very road. Hotels, shops, and many small businesses
depend entirely on the vehicles and workers operating in this area. Therefore, we want this
stone quarry.

45. Thiru. Muthamilselvan, K.Eraiyur

It is reported that the people along the Eraiyur path are experiencing dust impacts.
Taking that into consideration, we have been continuously sprinkling water. As requested by
the public, we are also following multiple safety measures, including transporting the stones
fully covered. We are making efforts to rectify the grievances raised by the people as much as
possible. Therefore, instead of demanding a complete shutdown of the stone quarry, a

solution should be found by presenting necessary demands and reliefs. Numerous workers

and families survive by depending on this industry.
{There was some commotion, then the meeting continued}.

{Personal Assistant to the District Collector (General)/Deputy Collector : Members of

the public may record only their opinions}.

In our area alone, more than 250 trucks operate by relying entirely on this industry.
Furthermore, these stones are an essential requirement for various development works,

including roads and construction. Therefore, permission must be granted for this stone
quarry.
46. Thiru. Sakthivel, Kaliamma Nagar

Greetings to everyone. I have been living by relying on this industry for the past 15
years. Because the stone quarry was suddenly stopped, we have been struggling for the past
four months, unable to even pay our loan installments [EMIs]. This is the only trade we
know. In a situation where many educated youth do not find suitable jobs, this stone quarry

industry has been our livelihood. Therefore, considering our situation, 1 request that

permission be granted for this stone quarry.

47. Thiramathi. Amudha

Greetings to everyone. Agriculture is highly important to us. It is only because

agricultural lands exist that food production can be carried out; we cannot eat stones. At the



same time, we also understand that the stone quarry industry is the livelihood of some people.
Our main demand is not that the stone quarry must be shut down. Our request is that
measures must be taken to control dust pollution and ensure that no damage is caused to

agricultural lands and the general public. Thank you. Greetings.

48. Thirumathi. Sakunthala

My husband is working as an operator in the stone quarry. Our family's livelihood

depends entirely on this industry. Therefore, I request that we want this stone quarry.
49. Thiru. Mahesh Murugan, Kavulpalayam:

I am working as a driver in Kavulpalayam. About 75 percent of the people depend
directly or indirectly on the stone quarry industry for their survival. Therefore, this stone
quarry is highly important for our village's economy and the people's livelihood. Hence,
permission should be granted to operate the stone quarry with the necessary safety

restrictions.

Personal Assistant to the District Collector (General)/Deputy Collector : “All the
opinions expressed here have been recorded systematically. Furthermore, if there are no other
opinions, the meeting can be concluded. I would like to inform you that all your opinions will
be brought to the attention of the District Collector and will be communicated to the higher
authorities in an appropriate manner. On behalf of the district administration, I express my

gratitude to all the village residents who cooperated and shared their views.

Enclosures :

1. Copy of attendance register of Public hearing (13 pages - 279 members)
2. Project summary Presentation
3. Copy of petitions received during Public hearing- 27 Nos.

4. Video recording of public hearing CD

N

District Envnronﬁintal Engineer, Personal Assistant to Collector
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, (General)/Deputy Collector,

Perambalur Perambalur
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