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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING’CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING THE
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST &

CLIMATE CHANGE BY M/S. V. PUNITHA MULTI COLOUR GRANITE QUARRY FOR.
THE PROPOSED QUARRY PROJECT OF 2.86.5 HECTARE LOCATED AT S.F.NO. 482,
NADANTHAI VILLAGE, PARAMATHI VELUR TALUK, NAMAKKAL DISTRICT HELD
ON 04.10.2024 AT 11:00 AM IN M/S. MANIYANUR KONGU VELALAR THIRUMANA
MANDAPAM, MANIYANUR VILLAGE, PARAMATHI VELUR TALUK, NAMAKKAL
DISTRICT.

Project Name:
The proposed project draft of M/s.V.Punitha Multi Colour Granite Quarry at S.F.No.

482 ,Nadanthai Village, Paramathi velur Taluk, ‘Namakkal District at an extent of
2.86.5Ha.

Present:
1. | Dr. S. Uma IAS District Collector,
Namakkal District.
1. | Tmt. S. Suganthi ) Revenue Divisional officer
Thiruchengode
2. | Thiru. G. Senthil kumar District Environmental Engineer,

‘Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Kumarapalayam.

3. | Thiru. N. Gunasekaran Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Kumarapalayam.

4, | Thiru. T. Soundararajan Assistant Manager,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Kumarapalayam.

5 | Project Proponents 1 No

6 | Thiru. Thangarajan EIA Consultant, ,
Geo Exploration and Mining Solution, Salem.
7 | Public 122 Nos. (Annexure - I enclosed)

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Kumarapalayam. '

The District Environmental Engineer has informed that the public hearing for
M/s. V. Punitha Multi Colour Granite Quarry is to be conducted and as‘ per the EIA
Notification, 2006 certain projects among which for the cluster conducting public hearing.
is mandatory. This public hearing is not a grievance redressal meeting and requested to
express their views against or favour of the proposed quarry and the same would be

registered and will be sent to SEIAA, Tamil Nadu. If the views are expressed short and



clear would be conducive to translate in English. The technical expert will be explained

about the proposed project.

The technical expert representing M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Solution,
Salem has invited the District Collector, District Environmental Engineer, other officials &
public and power point presentation was'displayed about a 1 No. of proposed quarry.
After the presentation, District Environmental Engineer has invited the public to express

their opinion/views either in verbally or by written representation.
The proceeding of the public hearing is furnished as below.

PUBLIC VIEWS:

1. Selvi. Aruna, D/o Kanthan, Co- Ordinator South India Thirunangaiyarkal

Federation and member Tamil Nadu Government welfare Board.

She has expressed her thanks to the quarry owners. The quarries are
located in the rural areas which create the employment opportunities to the
nearby public and possibility of 100 days working scheme only for their livelihood.

In other days there will be work only if there is rain.

During  Corona pandem_ic period, the quarries owners have
sponsored/facilitated to the public located hearby the villages such as rice, dhal,
sugar, chillies and turmeric etc. for their livelihood. Hence, she has thanked to the
quarry owners for their help. Now we are in the process of development of our
village and also she has informed that wherever we goes proudly say that we are
from paramathi velur. Since the soil was used for the research to launch the

Chandrayan satellite from the paramathi velur and which is credit to our village.

During commencement of these quarries projects in the earlier days, we
might have expressed their views that the people are saying that the water and
soil were been polluted. ’ ‘

The people‘should ask to the quarry owners that they should plant and
maintain 50,000 numbers of trees in our village panchayat. The land has been
sold to the quarries owners even after knowing that the natural resources
available in project area and should not express as negative thoughts on the
proposed quarry.

She has also informed If a medicine is given for the treatment of a disease
and if there is adverse effect due to the medicine the remedial measures will be
given. Similarly, if there is any effect due to quarries the remedial measures has
to be examined. Initially, the president, Vice president and the members of the

village panchayat might have analyzed significance of the operation of the quarry.



If any functions in the sitthampoondi, Kunchampalayam, Kallipalayam
villages then the quarry owners come forward to sponsor without any hesitation.
Now, those who are in the name of social workers.and activities, would have act
to stop sponsoring to the villages. During corona pandemic period, the q'uarry
owners helped a lot to the public and at that time where these persons gone. The
resolution to be made without any potlution in that area and no hindrance shall be.
caused to the nearby public and environment due to the operation of the quarries
and same may be recommended to the government.

The quarries owners have to sponsor minimum 10,000 tree saplings to
each village panchayat and it has to been planted and maintained by the workers
in 100 days working scheme and definitely the things would be changed in that
area. If the tree plantation is carried out, the dust will control and protect the
public.

She has expressed that the economical development of our nation and
district only when certain projects come and has to be implemented. The people
them self have sold the land to the quarry and in later protesting against the
" quarry is in what way it correct?. The operation of the quarries should not cause
any hindrance to the agiriculture. During corona pandemic period, the PKK
exports, MM Exports and SPK exports and NGOs have helped to the public living in
the urban area for their livelihood. However, no help was availed by the public.
living in the rural area. The quarry owners only helped these people by providing
the groceries such as rice, oil and dhal etc for the villages.

The development of the quarry activities that there might be some
positives or negatives impacts to the nearby public. But it cannot be say that the
bad things alone would be happened due to the quarries. The temple has been
renovated with the sponsorship of the quarry owners. On behalf of member of the
Tamil Nadu Welfare Board, she has expressed and concluded that the quarries

have to operate without affecting the agriculture.

. Imt.Uma maheswari, Periya Surampalayam.
She has informed that the Punitha quarry has done lot of good things to

the villages and temples located nearby quarry. She has requested to permit the

quarry without blasting and disturbance to the children.

. Imt.Kannagi, Periya Surampalaym: )
She has informed that the Punitha quarry has done good things. If the’

quarry is operated without causing any disturbance to the children and

surrounding public and hence, no objection.



4. Thiru. Pradeep, Thiruchengode:

Good morning to all. I would like to speak about the proposed new granite
quarry.He has informed that our village is surrounded with lot of agricultural lands
and habitations. Now, they have proposed to establish a quarry and the people
who have come here to protest and objecting for the establishment of the quarry.
If the quarry is permitted, the air and water pollution would be caused to the
nearby public and there is a chances of respiratory problem for human and
animals. Hence he has requested to stop the proposed quarry. If the rules are
made to suffer the public, it must be modified accordingly to make use of the
benefit of the public.

. Imt. Lakshmi, Nadanthai

She has informed that there is no problem due to this rough stone quarry

and no issues & damage causes in the surrounding area and the quarry owners

are helping to the public and thanked to them. Thank you.

. Thiri.l. Periyvasamy, Paramathi

He has informed that during the corona pandemic period the quarry owners
have supported to the 20-30 families for their livelihood and distributed rice, dhal,
oil & egg to the public. But, somebody says that the quarry is carrying out blasting
activity and it is false. But it is not like that. The real fact is that they are helping
to the public which is not understood by the people. He also added that like others
he cannot speak and he is speaking the truth only. The lot of families are very
supportive to the proposed quarry. The sand was provided by the quarry owner
while constructing my house. There are around 20 families in paramathi and
depended on the quarry and helping these families. Thank you.

TImt. Logeswari, Subbiyapalayam

She has expressed that our residence is located at about 1 KM from the

quarry and not having any problem due to operation of this rough stone quarry..

During rainy season, the road got damaged and it was repaired by quarry owners
and the school vehicle moving without any problem. Hence, there is no problem
due to operation of this quarry.

. ;l'hiru. Mariappan, Pennagaram .

He has informed that I have been working in the quarry for the past 8 to 9
years and working the quarry without any sound during blasting. The wire cut
machine is used for the cutting of granite stones and the activities is carried out
with‘out affecting to the nearby public. Thank you.

. Thiru. Ravi, Krishnagiri
He has welcomed to all and has informed that I am operating the cutting

machine in this quarry. I have been suffered for period of 1 year without any
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employment opportunity .Hence, If the quarry is established, It will be helpful and

the quarry is necessary to us. Thank you.

10.Thiru.Murugasen, Surampalayam

He has informed that the quarry management has provided the road and.
water facilities properly. Hence the opportunity may be given to the quarry. Thank
you.

11.Thiru. Nagappan, Thennarkadu.

He has welcomed to ali and has informed that I have worked for the past
the past 60 years in the quarry and carryout the work with help of machineries
and hence no any health effects. There is no pollution due to this quarry. I am
well and good. The public have expressed their views agéinst the quarry
purposely. Hence, He has requested to implement the quarry.

12.Tmt. Nalammal, Periyasurampalayam

She has informed that there is no damage caused due to quarry and
everything is proper. There is no damage due to the blasting of the quarry.

13.Imt. Pappathi, Perivasurampalayam

She has informed that the quarry management has to fulfill the public’s
requirement and shall redress the public's grievances. The quarry activity shall
carryout without any damage and health affect in the any of the villages located”
nearby the quarry.

14.Thiru. Anandakumar, Periyasurampalayam.

He has informed that requested to inspect the local villages and can

express their views if any damage cause due to quarry. The views of

surampalayam village public is only to be consider and not others views.

15.Selvi. Priva, Paramathi
The nature is god’s gift and the nature has to be preserved. The granite

quarries are functioning without affecting the nature. They have removed the non
eco friendly trees and they are developing green belt. There is not respiratory
problem and ground water contamination due to this quarry. The quarry
management is supporting for the education of children, health care of the
workers and the surrounding public. If the permission is not granted to this duarry
the labours working in this quarry will be pushed below the Poverty and their_
livelihood will be affected. Due to the operation of the quarry, the environment

and public are will not affected.



16.Thiru. Aravinth, Paramathi.

He has informed that i am a graduate and his father educated him by
working in this quarry. Now, I am in a good position. This panchayat’is surrounded
by number of villages and there are number of employments and its allied
employments opportunity to the public by this quarry. It cannot be left as such on
hearing the other person’s views. If the quarry is not permitted the surrounding
farmers, the labours working in the micro & small scale industries in this area will
face lot of difficulties for their livelihood. The people are said that due to mining of
grahite quarry the ground water gets polluted, it is not so. The paramathi is
located at about 500m - 1km from the river Thirumanimutharu and about 4 km
from river Cauvery. The quarry site is located 10 KM away from the water
bodies.The peoples are said that If a bore well is erected in the paramathi area
the water will be salty, how can we say that quarry is the reason for the salty
water. At present, the mines are contributing 8 billion US dollars in the India’s
GDP. The mining activity is bev»ing carried out throughout India and even in the
forei<:;n countries such as China also. The China is exporting the minerals. There
are not as much quarries as such in Bihar, Uttarkand and Chattishkar. Only in
tamil nadu. There is no water flow like Gaﬁga river which flow 365 days in a year.
The Tamil Nadu state has achieved due to the development of industrial sector,
service sector without depending on the agriculture only. Secondly the mines are
contributing 8 billion US dollars in Tamil Nadu GDP and all the factors to be

considered for the development of the village, state and the nation.

All the resources are excavated from the earth only and being utilized for
our development. Now, we are moving towards the solar energy and wind energy,
however, the lithium obtained from the mining of earth and the energy is being
utilized through lithium batteries. The lithium would be mined out for about 100
years in Kashmir only for the development of the nation. The human invented fin;e
about 70,000 years back and is being destroyed the forest by knowingly or
unknowingly. The humans wefe lived as nomads 12,000 years back and then
‘invented Agriculture and this is an evolution of human being. The granite should
be operated without causing any harms to the people. Also, if a small mistake is
made, then the conditions should be implemented in such a way that it should not
affect either sides of the people and it is not a local issues. It is a matter of Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). The gross enrolment ratio of Tamil Nadu is 50%. The
employment is available here for few peoples only and he has requested what

~ about the remaining people? Hence, the quarries and its allied industries are

important for the growth of Tamil Nadu.



17.

18.

Thiru. Shanmugam, Coordinator, Anti-Illegal Q' uarry operation, Karur.

He has informed that the quarries have to be established as per the Tamil
Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules and we are not against for.the establishment
of quarries and which shall operate'as per the above said rules. However, no'
quarries were operated as per rule. Since the quarries were not operated as per
rules, hence we are participating and highlighting the violations of the quarry in
the public hearing.

As per section 36 (1), of Tamil Nadu Minor Minerals Concession Rules,
1959, there should not be any habitations or flats within 300 m radius from the
quarry. Even though, the quarry owners have helped the peopte, it is a human
nature. However, the public hearing is to be conducted as per the provisions of
the acts and rules. The quarry is surrounded with residences, village natham,
temples, Government group houses, Green houses and approved house obtained
loan from bank are located within 300 M radius.

There are two houses were located in S.F.No.519 at a distance of 290m
northern side, it is shown in the computerized FMB map, one house located in
S.F.N0o.465 at a distance of 295m in north east direction, one hou‘se located in
S.F.No.512 at'a distancé of 170m in north western direction and it is shown in the.
computerized FMB map and drawings.

In the presentation it is clearly explained about the Environmental
Management Plan for the impact on the land, Water, Air, Noise, flora-fauna and
social economic. However, the livestock and Agriculture activity are affected and
the nearby public also affected for their livelihood. This public hearing is to find
out the remedial action for the above. But the people won't get remedy and No
welfare measures were taken to labours. ‘ '

In Tamil Nadu the earth quake is occurring in various places. Recently
there was an earth quake happened about 2.5 richter in last Tuesday at Karur. In
Namakkal district also there was few occurrences. The people has to live with the
nature for the betterment of the lifestyle. Otherwise, the disaster like Tsunami
will occur which may affect the life of the many peoples. Since there are number
of violations are found in this quarry and hence,ithe permission should not be

granted to this quarry. Thank you.

Thiru. K.S. Senthil Kumar, Advocate and Grandson of Indian freedom’

fighter, Namakkal.
As per Section 36(1) of Tamil Nadu Minor Minerals Concession Rules 1959,

The sitting criteria for the V.Punitha quarry is not meet out and the establishment
of proposed quarry is not advisable. If the quarry is established in the area, the
bio diversity and surrounding environment will be affected. Also, the day to day

life of the public living in the area will be affected. Hence, he has requested that



the permission for the V.Punitha Multi Color Granite Quarry not to be considerec

Thank you.

19.Thiru Muhilan, Co-Ordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment protection
movement. . .

In the page No.67A of the mining plan it was mentioned that there is no
residences are located within 300m from the Punitha quarry. But, there are two
houses in S.F No. 519 at distance of 290 meter, one house located in S.F.No.465
at distance of 295m, one house located in S.F.No.515 at distance of 170 m. Also
it was mentioned that there are no government buildings within the distance of
500m. However, there is a government building at Palaninaicken kuttai is located
within 500m. ,

As per the Google map, it was observed that there is a buildings at about

distance of 210m, 110 m in south west, south direction respectively. Also, As per
the rules, The labours quarters should not be located within 300 m. Recently,
There was a fire accident on 01.05.2024 at Aaviyur in Viruthunagar District and
the residences/habitations were affected up to 3 KMs distance and hence, the
Punitha quarry has not established as per the acts and rules.
' Further, the Terms of reference (TOR) was granted by the SEIAA to this
quarry on 09.01.2024 only. But the Environmental impact assessment study was
conducted for the period from 01.10.2023 to 31.12.2023 which is 100 days before
the issuance of TOR it shows that Fraudulent. He has informed that there should
be 45 documents provided in the mining plan and they have furnished 30
documents only and also they have obtained permission to plant 200 No. of trees
per acre. But, No such plantations have been done.

Similarly, As per the rule, the quarry site shall be fenced with wire net, also
the then chief secretary of Tamil Nadu Mr. Sivathas Meena that has instructed in
October 2023 to provide fencing in all the quarries across the state. But this has
not been followed by the quarries. There is fatal accident happened to a youngster
in karur without providing fencing in the quarry and he has requested to take
. action to the quarry which have not provided fencing.

There is pathway located in S.F.N0.482 of Nadanthai village in the north
and west side and they have assured to provide 10m clearance or 35 feet
clearance to pathway. But it is not provided. There is an odai located at S.F.No.
483 of eastern side of S.F.No.482.There should be a 50m saftety distances from
the EB tower line however, it is not provided. The project proponent has not
followed the sitting criteria as informed in the public hearing and they have
submitted an affidavit that there is no habitation within 300m distance. But, they
have concealed the existence of houses while issuing the licence to the quarry

which has to be cancelled. Hence the grant of permission to this quarry is illegal.



It was complained to SEIAA that about the Velmani quarry located nearby punitha
quarry which is a violations and the SEIAA has assured to consider the issue. The
public hearing has to be conducted and the SEIAA has to examine as per law.
Hence, he has objected permission to thé Punitha Quarry since it is not complied

the sitting criteria.

20.Thiru. Suganthiran, Nadanthai Panchayat.
He has informed that he is resident of Nadanthai Panchayat. The Poet

Bharathiyar quoted that “The world will be destroyed if a single man does not.
have food”. The quarry owners who are eating food for their taste but not for their
hungry whereas they aré destroying the village and how many of them helped to
the villages. The quarries has to follow the rules and operate accordingly. He has
informed that due to lack of time I would like to express only 3 things, as per the
Tamil Nadu Minor Minerals concession rules 1959, there should be 50m(120 feet)
distance has to be provided for water odies/odai. But it has not been implemented
and the officials has to be inspected accurately. '

Further, the Terms of reference (TOR) was granted by the SEIAA to this
quarry vide letter No.TN No.1073SEIAA 171345/2023 on 09.01.2024 only. But the
Environmental impact assessment study was conducted for the period from
01.10.2023 to 31.12.2023 which is 3 months before the issuance of TOR by SEIAA
which is violation. The offigers have supported tovthem for their violation. Hence,
T.he various facts have been concealed and altered. in the report for. the issuance
of permission to the quarry. He has concluded that I am furnishing my views in a

written statement and kindly requested to take action on this petition.

After the public expressed their views, the District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Kumarapalayam ésked to the public to submit
written petitions directly to the District Collector/ RDO. The public and non-
governmental organizations submitted their views in written statement to the
District Collector. After expressing the views of the people, the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Thiruchengode stated that both videos and recording of the proceeding
would be sent to SEIAA and finally asked the said quarry owner to construct
fencing all around the premises, develop greenbelt and earmarks the boundary
with stones and instructed to follow the government rules and operate the
qguarries. The issue of Environmental Clearance to the proposed quarry will be
decided by the SEIAA, TamilNadu. Further stated Green belt/corridor will be
constructed from the fund;‘, obtained from the quafry and further facilities to this

near village.



After the public hearing, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadt
Pollution Control Board thanked all the public for attending the hearing on behalf
of District Collector. The written statements of the public given in the public

hearing are enclosed herewith.

The proceedings of the meeting were video graphed and recorded in CD which is
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