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Minutes of Public Hearing conducted on 26.02.2026 at 11.00 A.M. at
Chandirattiar Mahal, 7/153, Ambai Road, Kalathimadam, Alangulam Taluk,

Tenkasi District with respect to the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry

by Thiru. K.Prasadraju, over an extent of 5.99.05 Hect at S.F. No. 36/1, 36/2B,

36/4B2, 36/4C, 37/1B2, 37/1E of Maruthamputhur Part-1 village, S.F. No. 145/1C,
145/1D, 145/1E, 146/9E, 146/9F, 146/9G, 147/1, 147/2A, 147/2B, 147/3A, 147/3B,
147/4C, 147/5F, 147/5H, 147/8B, 147/9C and 148/1 of Maruthamputhur Part-2

village, Alanqulam Taluk, Tenkasi District.

Details of participants in this meeting.

1. Tmt. Vaishnavi Paul, I.A.S. Sub Collector,
Tenkasi.

2. Tmt.S.R.Sangeeta,M,E., District Environmental Engineer,(FAC)
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Tenkasi.

3. Thiru.M.Tamizh Selvan Assistant Engineer,

Office of District Environmental
Engineer,

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Tenkasi.

4. Selvi.M. Shanmugasree Assistant Engineer,

Revathi Office of District Environmental
Engineer,

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Tenkasi.

3. Public and Government Copy of Attendance (Annexure-Il)
Officials

The Public hearing under EIA Notification, 2006 for the proposed Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry by Thiru. K.Prasadraju, over an extent of 5.99.05 Hect at
S.F. No. 36/1, 36/2B, 36/4B2, 36/4C, 37/1B2, 37/1E of Maruthamputhur Part-1
village, S.F. No. 145/1C, 145/1D, 145/1E, 146/9E, 146/9F, 146/9G, 147/1, 147/2A,
147/2B, 147/3A, 147/3B, 147/4C, 147/5F, 147/5H, 147/8B, 147/9C and 148/1 of
Maruthamputhur Part-2 village, Alangulam Taluk, Tenkasi District was conducted on
26.02.2026 at 11.000 A.M. at Chandirattiar Mahal, 7/153, Ambai Road,

Kalathimadam, Alangulam Taluk, Tenkasi District.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Tenkasi welcomed the Sub Collector, Tenkasi and everyone who have come for the
public hearing. She informed that public notices were already published in
‘Dinamalar Tamil edition & The New Indian Express” English edition on 23.01.2026



and also announcement made to the public on 23.02.2026 through vehicle
announcement and distributing pamphlets. Further she stated that the EIA consultant

will present the details for the proposed quarry.

She also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be
recorded through video-grapy and the same will be sent to the State Environment

Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Chennai.

Then the Environmental consultant started explaining the project of Thiru.
K.Prasadraju Rough stone and gravel quarry to the public through a power point
presentation. In between the presentation, few persons raised objections and there
was a little hassle . Subsequently the Sub Collector, officials and police convinced

them and the consultant continued the power point presentation.

Subsequently, the public started expressing their views with respect to the

proposed quarry as follows.

1.Thiru.S.S.N. Baskar, Maruthamputhur:

He stated that when conducting a public consultation meeting regarding the
quarry, it must be held in the village where the quarry is proposed to be established.
He also said that the claim that publicity was done through pamphlets and
announcements via auto-rickshaws is completely false. Further he stated that when
the concerned Revenue Inspector was asked about the public hearing meeting, he
said that he was unaware of it. He further mentioned that people were brought in by
giving money. He also said that in the quarry, pits should be dug using a
compressor, but instead they are using a bore vehicle to dig the pits. Because of
this, cracks are appearing in the houses. Additionally, due to quarry work being
carried out excessively, water scarcity is occurring in the village. He also questioned
whether permission had been granted for drilling bore pits and that quarrying is

carried out more than the prescribed depth.

Furthermore, he stated that although there are rules that vehicles should not be
loaded beyond a specified limit, excessive loads are being carried in big vehicles,
which causes serious damage to their village. Therefore, he requested that

permission should not be granted.



2. Thiru. Serman Raja, Ward Member (1st Ward), Maruthamputhur

While expressing his opinion, Thiru. Serman Raja questioned why the public
consultation meeting was being conducted at this location, which is about 5 km
away, instead of holding it in the village where the quarry is proposed to be
established. He also stated that no prior notice regarding the public consultation
meeting had been given. He further said that the quarry operates for 24 hours a day
and too many vehicles are coming from Kerala and that stones from quarries located
in Tirunelveli district are also transported through their village. As a result, the roads
are getting damaged. He mentioned that vehicles carry loads of about 50 to 60 tons.
Due to this, a large amount of dust spreads on the roads, and the quarry owners do
not use water sprinklers to control the dust. He also stated that the quarry owner
has not provided any funds for providing infrastructure or for the school or for any
public purpose in Maruthamputhur. He said that the quarry in operated for 24 hours
and requested that its operation should be done during night time and not during day
time.He requested that quarry owners be instructed to use water sprinklers to control
dust on the roads. He pointed out that all the houses along the roadside are filled
with dust and asked the Sub Collector to observe how much dust has accumulated
even on the plants along the road. Therefore, he stated that basic amenities and
infrastructure facilities were not done for the people. He also asked whether only the
affected villagers shall express their views in the public consultation meeting or
whether anyone can express their opinions. He requested that the public
consultation meeting be conducted once again in Maruthamputhur and then only the

resistance against the quarry will be known.

He also stated that groundwater is being affected. Earlier, good water was
available within 100 feet, but now borewells have to be drilled deeper than 500 feet.
He warned that within the next 15 years, their village may face water scarcity and
hence people will move to other places. Further people cannot do any agriculture.
~ He further mentioned that there are no canal irrigation facilities in their village, and
without water it is impossible to carry out any farming. Their area depends entirely on
rainfall, and water reaches the village tanks only when it rains and agriculture can be
carried out with this water only. He said that the people of the village survive mainly
through daily wage labour and not all people are farmers. He therefore requested



once again that the public consultation meeting be conducted in Maruthamputhur. At
that time, if the people of their area express support, they would have no objection to
grant permission for the quarry. Hence, he requested that the public consultation
meeting be cancelled and conducted again within the jurisdiction of the

Maruthamputhur Panchayat.

3. Thiru. Ganesan. Kasinathapuram

While expressing his opinion, Thiru. Ganesan stated that for the past three
years, no raw material has been exported to the state of Kerala. He also mentioned
that all the materials obtained from the quarry are being supplied only to the local
market. He further stated that around 100 families are earning their livelihood from
the quarry. Therefore, he requested that permission be granted for establishing the

said quarry.

4. Tmt. Buma, Udayampuli

While expressing her opinion, Tmt. Buma stated that in any project there will
always be both positive and negative aspects, and we should focus on taking the
positive aspects. She said that we should also understand the methods to avoid or
overcome the negative aspects and act accordingly. She further stated that her
husband is working in the quarry for 7 years . She further mentioned that the quarry
owners are properly using water sprinklers to completely control dust in the quarry,
considering the welfare of the workers employed there. She also stated that the
owners provide healthy food for the workers and labourers, keeping their well-being
in mind. She added that owners who care about the welfare of their employees will
also show concern for the areas where the quarry is located and the surrounding
regions. She further stated that the quarry owners has allocated Rs. 5.0 lakhs for
the development of the school in Maruthamputhur. She said that they would ensure
that no harm is caused by the quarry. She also mentioned that planting tree sapling
will suppress dust. She reiterated that every project has both benefits and

drawbacks, and to see how to overcome the drawbacks.

She added that construction activities are currently taking place on a large

scale, and if quarries like this are not there, where to buy the raw materials. She also



stated that the quarry does not export its products to any other states and that all the
products are sold only within our State. Therefore, she requested that permission be

granted for the proposed quarry.

5. Thiru. Mangan, Odaimarichan

In his speech, Thiru. Mangan stated that in any profession there will always
be both advantages and disadvantages. He requested that the authorities carefully
examine and assess what are the benefits and harms. He further said that only if
necessary materials are produced in certain places can people build the houses they
desire. He also mentioned that advertisement was there stating that toilets will be
constructed for the government school. He requested that not only the government
school but also the government-aided school in the village should be provided with
the necessary facilities by the project management. Therefore, he requested that

permission be granted for the quarry

6. Thiru. MahaVishnu, Maruthamputhur

Thiru. Mahavishnu stated that this meeting is being conducted for the renewal
of the license of an operating stone quarry. He said that the people who spoke here
mentioned the benefits provided by the quarry to the village, and they welcome those
benefits. However, he pointed out that such welfare measures should actually be
carried out by the Central and State Governments. Instead, the meeting appears to
be praising actions carried out by companies that operate beyond the limits of the
law. He further stated that more than 3,000 families and over 10,000 livestock live in
Maruthamputhur village, and he questioned what arrangements have been made to
protect them. He also said that agricultural lands in the area are getting affected and
that some of the agricultural lands are being acquired by threatening people. He
demanded that the quarry should be properly investigated. He also pointed out that
the 6 km road from Maruthamputhur to Mukkoodal is completely covered with dust.
He explained that when vehicles try to overtake trucks carrying heavy loads, the dust
emitted from those vehicles spreads so much that it becomes difficult to move

forward, causing great inconvenience to the public.



Therefore, he suggested that the public hearing meeting shall be conducted in
Maruthamputhur to decide whether permission should be granted to the project or
not. He also emphasized that the impacts are mainly affecting the people of

Maruthamputhur, and not those who have come from other villages.

7. Thiru. Balu alias Chinnathambi, Marxist Communist Party, Tenkasi District

Committee Member

Thiru. Balu stated that he is not against development and that development is
necessary. However, he emphasized that such development must remain under the
control of the government. He pointed out that, in the case of quarries, the
government has lost its control. He explained that quarrying activity is done to
depths many times greater than the depth permitted by the government, yet the
government has not monitored these activities so far. He also questioned whether
the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) conducts survey regarding
pollution levels due to the quarrying activities, and whether the results of such
surveys are made known to the public. He further stated that there are regulations
that minerals should not be transported in vehicles with more than 10 tyres, but
these rules are being violated. He also alleged that minerals are being extracted in
quantities far greater than the limits permitted by the government, and that the
government is not monitoring this. He pointed out that heavy vehicles carrying
excessive loads travel on rural roads, even though the government itself has enacted
laws prohibiting such overloaded heavy vehicles from using village roads. Despite

this, the rules continue to be violated.

Therefore, he said that he considers this public consultation meeting to be
merely a formality or eyewash. He stated that although the meeting is being
conducted because the law requires authorities to hear public opinions, in most
cases the views expressed by the public are not actually accepted. He further said
that thousands of lands have been affected by dust and that quarry activities are
causing environmental damage and affecting water resources. He also questioned
what action the government is taking when quarrying activities are carried out
beyond the permitted depth in many places. Regarding whether quarries are
necessary or not, he stated that quarries are required but only under government

control. He insisted that the government itself should operate the quarries and



should not grant permissions to private individuals. According to him, when private
individuals are given quarry licenses, they often operate with a profit motive without
considering the welfare of the public or the environment. Therefore, he requested

that quarries should be operated under government control.

8. Tmt. Chitra, Odaimarichan Village

Tmt. Chitra stated that her husband has been working in the said quarry for
the past five years, and that the quarry has created employment opportunities. She
mentioned that in many families, disputes and conflicts often arise when men remain
at home without going to work. However, since the quarry is located in this area,
many men are able to find employment, and therefore many families benefit from it.
She also mentioned that she recently saw a news report stating that Tirunelveli
district ranks first for staying without pollution.There are 5 quarries in her area and
how it can be ranked first in controlling pollution despite having these quarries.
Therefore, she said that quarries do not necessarily cause environmental pollution.
She further stated that in any activity there will always be both good and bad
aspects, and that people should set aside the negative aspects and accept the
positive ones. She also said that the quarry owners treat the workers like members
of their own family and even participate in auspicious and sad events happening in

the workers houses.

9. Thiru. Ravichandran, Maruthamputhur

Thiru. Ravichandran stated that he has been working in the said quarry for the
past eight years. He said that the quarry has not caused any environmental damage
and that the quarry is the main source of his livelihood. Therefore, he requested that

permission be granted for establishing the quarry at the said location.

10. Thiru. Karuppaiah, Kasinathapuram

Thiru. Karuppaiah stated that this meeting is a public hearing meeting to hear
the opinions of the people. However, he said that the meeting is being conducted like
a political party meeting and the Government and Government officials are being

criticized. He further stated that because of this quarry, many people in the village



have obtained employment. In addition, lorry owners and drivers are also benefiting
from the quarry. He also mentioned that the quarry management has provided
drinking water facilities to the school located in their village. Therefore, he stated
that neither the people of their village nor the public present have any objection to
the quarry being established. Hence, he requested that permission be granted for

the quarry.

11. Thiru. Jesu Raja, Ramnagar

Thiru. Jesu Raja stated that he has been working as a driver in the said
quarry for the past seven years. He said that their livelihood depends on this quarry.
He also mentioned that the quarry management takes good care of them by
conducting medical check-ups once a month. He further stated that the quarry
provides employment to many people and therefore requested that permission be

granted for the quarry.

12. Thiru. Manikandan, Ramnagar

Thiru. Manikandan stated that the quarry provides many employment
opportunities to the people of this region. He also mentioned that during the COVID
period, even when the quarry was not operating, the quarry owners provided rice
and financial assistance to the workers. He also mentioned that they have been
helping schools in the villages and repairing potholes on the roads. Therefore, he

requested that permission be granted for the quarry.

13. Thiru. Masanamuthu, Kasinathapuram

Thiru. Masanamuthu stated that he has been working in the said quarry for
the past five years. He said that the quarry provides employment opportunities to
many people and that the quarry management has been providing necessary help to

the schools in the village.



14. Tmt. Kannagi, Kasinathapuram

Tmt. Kannagi stated that there are no problems due to the quarry. She also
mentioned that many public welfare activities are being carried out by the quarry

owner.

15. Thiru. Naveen, Kandampatti

Thiru. Naveen stated that since the quarry is located in this area, it provides
employment opportunities to many people. He also mentioned that many individuals
from his area are working in the quarry. Therefore, he requested that permission be

granted for the quarry.

16. Thiru. Murugesan, Udayampuli

Thiru. Murugesan stated that because of the quarry, raw materials are easily
available, and they are also available at lower prices. Therefore, he said that they

have no objection to establish the quarry.

17. Thiru. Jyothibasu, Maruthamputhur

Thiru. Jyothibasu requested that permission should not be granted for this
quarry. He stated that most of the people who spoke in favor of the quarry were from
other villages, and none of them were from their village. He pointed out that it is the

people of their village who are greatly affected by the heavy vehicles from the quarry.

He also mentioned that water is not being sprinkled on the roads to control the
dust and he warned that if permission is granted for the quarry, protests will be

organized on behalf of their village.

18. Thiru. Balanandan, Advocate, Maruthamputhur

Thiru. Balanandan stated that among the villages in Alangulam,
Maruthamputhur has the smallest geographical area compared to other villages.
However, despite having such a small area,for about 6 quarries license is expired
and 3 qurries are under operation. Adding this quarry, there are 10 quarries. He
said that most of the people who came to express their opinions in this meeting are



from outside villages, whereas only about 10 people from Maruthamputhur have
attended. He also stated that no one from Maruthamputhur came to support the
quarry. He pointed out that while people from outside villages say that about 10
families benefit from the quarry, agriculture is affected for 30 families because of it.
He further stated that during blasting activities in the quarry, stones fall onto palm
trees, causing them to wither and die. Therefore, he requested that the stone quarry

should not be permitted.

19. Tmt. Jebakkani, Social Activist and _Environmental Activist,

Samadhanapuram

Tmt. Jebakkani stated that she has been working for many years as both a
social activist and an environmental activist. She said that many of the people who
spoke here discussed both the advantages and disadvantages of the quarry. She
mentioned that in 2018, the government introduced a law which states that the
opinions of social activists like them must also be submitted in the form of a letter.
Based on that provision, she said that she had come to express her opinion with
proper permission. She further stated that industries are definitely necessary for a
village. If a stone quarry is established, it will make it easier to obtain materials
needed for constructing buildings and also for construction of roads. She also
mentioned that the government has enacted a law prohibiting the extraction of sand.
Therefore, she said that such quarries are necessary for construction of housesand
other construction works. She added that such quarries also create employment
opportunities for people in the surrounding villages. Therefore, she requested that

permission be granted for the proposed stone quarry.

20. Thiru. Pathirakali, Maruthamputhur

Thiru. Pathirakali stated that his house is located on the main road. He said
that during both day and night, the movement of vehicles is there and the dust
generated from them causes serious disturbances. If a vehicle is left outside even
for about 10 minutes, it becomes covered with a large amount of dust. He also stated
that due to this vehicular movement, many people are experiencing health problems.

Therefore, he requested that permission should not be granted for the stone quarry.



Then, the District Environmental Engineer, Tenkasi requested if public opinion
to be made if any and also requested the public to submit the written petitions, if any.

A total of about 67 petitions were received during the public hearing.

As no public came forward to record their views, she thanked everyone and

the meeting came to an end.

Annexure:

1. Press release Notice (Tamil & English) ( Annexure )

2. Copy of Attendance (Total - 32 Pages, 305 Participants) ( Annexure 11)

3. Pen drive consisting of the Recorded Video of the entire public hearing.
(Annexure lll')

4. Written Petitions received from the public for this proposed Project-67 Nos

(Annexure V)
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