MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE _FROM STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (SEIAA) - TAMIL NADU FOR THE PROPOSED
‘ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY OF M/s. T.PONNAMBALAM ROUGH
STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY, OVER AN EXTENT OF 1.34.50 HECTARES
LOCATED IN S.F.Nos.135/1, 135/2, 135/3A, 135/3B, 135/4 & 135/5 OF
MENNALLUR VILLAGE, VEMBAKKAM TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT,
HELD ON 18.03.2025 AT 11.00 AM IN M/s.R.S.E MAHAL, MAMANDUR,
VEMBAKKAM TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:

1. Selvi. Pallavi Varma, IAS., Sub Collector,
Cheyyar.

2. | Tmt. T. Kalaiselvi District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai

3. | Thiru. K. Prem Kumar Assistant Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
’ Tiruvannamalai.

4. | Thiru. V. Kathirvelan Assistant Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
| Tiruvannamalai.

5. | Thriu.B. Thulasi Raman Tahsildar,

: ' Vembakkam Taluk,
Tiruvannamalai.

6. | Thriu.M.Sathish Revenue Inspector,

Dusi,

Vembakkam Taluk,
Tiruvannamalai

5. | Public and Environmentalists | 102 persons (list enclosed).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
has welcomed the Sub Collector, Cheyyar who presided the public Hearing
meeting, the Government officials, the public, the environmentalists and
explained the need of the Public Hearing for obtaining Environmental

Clearance for the proposed rough stone and gravel quarry as follows.

“As per the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006 all
the projects and activities listed in the schedule to the notification, requires

prior Environmental Clearance from the State Environment Impact



Assessment Authority (SEIAA). The Environmental Clearance process
involves public consultation, which is why the public hearing meeting is
being conducted for the proposed Rough stone and Gravel Quarry project by
M/s. T. Ponnambalam. This project aims to quarry rough stone and gravel
over an extent of 1.34.50 hectares in Mennallur Village, Vembakkam Taluk,

Tiruvannamalai District.

As per EIA Notification, 2006 the mining projects (Individual or
Cluster) having extentabove 5 hectare requires prior Environmental
Clearance from the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority. This
public hearing meeting will be recorded and submitted in the form of audio
and video to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority.
Accordingly, the public notice for this public hearing was published in
dailies of “Times of India” (English) & “Dinamalar” (Tamil) on 11.02.2025
with the approval of the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai for the proposed
Rough stone & gravel quarry of M/s. T. Ponnambalam which to be
conducted at M/s. R.S.E Mahal, Mamandur, Vembakkam on 18.03.2025 @
11.00 AM.

The District Environmental Engineer, further stated that the proposed
quarry project and its Environmental Impact Assessment Study report
details will be explained through power point presentation by the project
proponent. Following the presentation, the public and NGOs can express
their views, suggestions, and comments one by one either in oral or in
written format on the said project. The opinions & suggestions of the public
& environmentalists will be recorded and submitted to the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority.”Thereafter, the authority will

decide on the issue of Environmental Clearance to this proposed quarry.

The Sub Collector, Cheyyarrequested the project proponent to explain
about the proposed rough stone & gravel quarry and the Environmental

Impact Assessment study conducted by them to the public in detail.



On behalf of the project proponent,Thiru. K.
Vijayaragavan,Environment Consultant, M/s. Geo Technical Mining
Solutions,Dharmapuri(Consultant for the proposed rough stone & gravel
quarry of M/s. T. Ponnambalam)explained the details of the project and the
Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by themthrough power

point presentation.

ThentheSub Collector, Cheyyarrequested the public to express their
views/suggestions/comments in oral or written statement one by one and
instructed the participants to provide their name and address before sharing
their feedback, and to do so one by one, to ensure an orderly & transparent

process.

The following are the views/suggestions/comments represented by the

public.

1. Mr. Kuppan, Menallur Village, (Ex. Panchayat President)

He said “I would like to extend my respectful greetings to the
honorable Sub-Collector,Cheyyar&District Environmental Engineer, and all
government officials present in the public hearing meeting for the proposed
rough stone and gravel quarry. Thiru T. Ponnambalamproposed to establish
rough stone and gravel quarry on his own land, in an extent of 1.34.50
he‘ctares.‘ As Mahatma Gandhi said, "The growth of villages is the growth of
the nation." In line with his vision, our village lacks basic amenities like
streetlights, drinking water, and roads. However, with the proposed quarry,

our village will receive these essential facilities.

Thiru T. Ponnambalam has been operating his existing quarry in
compliance with government regulations, ensuring the safety and well-being
of the local community. On the obligations of the Village people, he
discontinued the supply of Rough Stones to one of the crusher in the Village
since the supply lorry has to passed through the village.He has also
contributed to the village development by providing financial support to the
local temple. He donated %5 lakhs to the school and provided desks and

chairs when reqliested to the school. He has provided various facility to the



well-being of the people. Moreover, he has planted 2000 tree saplings
around the quarry area.During a recent bereavement in our village, Thiru T.
Ponnambalam has provided 50,000 to the grieving family. The Quarrying
operationis carried out without affecting the nearby public.His commitment
to the community welfare is truly commendable.Therefore, I whole-heartedly
support the proposed rough stone and gravel quarry by Thiru T.
Ponnambalam and express my sincere gratitude”. Finally, he concluded his

speech by expressing his support for the establishment of the proposed

quarry.

2. Mr. Panneerselvam, Menallur Village, (Deputy Chairman of

PanchayatCouncil)

He said “I extend my respectful greetings to the Sub Collector,
Cheyyar&District Environmental Engineer and all government officials
present, as well as to everyone here. I whole-heartedly welcome the
establishment of this proposed quarry and express my support for it and

concluded his speech by expressing his support for theproposed quarry.

3. Mr. Duraimurugan, Menallur Village

He said “I would like to mention that the establishment of this quarry
has brought numerous benefits to our village. Our village school has
received financial assistance, and we have gained access to better roads,
streetlights and drinking water facilities. Thanks to Thiru Ponnambalam,
our villagers have secured employment opportunities, and farmers have
received various forms of support.Notably, Thiru. Ponnambalam has
consistently provided assistance to our school without hesitation. He has
donated Rs. 5 lakhs to the school. Moreover, his lorries do not enter our
village, instead, they operate outside the village limits. As a result, our
villagers do not face any issues due to the lorries. Then he concluded his

speech by expressing his support for the proposed quarry.



4. Mr. Chandrashekar, Menallur village

He said “I would like to mention that our panchayat has 10-15
quarries, which have increased the mineral resources in our area. The
financial assistance from these quarries has helped to develop our village.
Particularly this quarry has provided employment opportunities to 200-300
people. Out of the 2000 people living in our village, 20-25% are employed by
this quarry. There are no objections to the establishment of this quarry. The
quarry has also provided significant assistance to our schools, which has
improved considerably over the past decade. The living standards of our
villagers will improve due to this quarry. Finally, he concluded his speech by

expressing his support for the establishment of the proposed quarry.

S. Mr. SureshKumar, Menallur Village,

He said that “We will not be affected due to the establishment of the
Rough stone and gravel quarry of Thiru T. Ponnambalam. This is because
the people have benefited from his efforts without any harm. He has
provided various forms of assistance to the Village people.The quarry has
brought numerous benefits, but I like to mention that it would be more
benefitable if the local village people get more job opportunities”. Then, he

concluded his speech by expressing his support for the proposed quarry.

6. Mr. Murugan, Poonaithangal Village,

He said, “I would like to extend my heartfelt greetings to the Sub
Collector, Cheyyar and District Environmental Engineer who are present
here. Aécording to the Environmental Protection Act of 1986, environmental
protection is not only for humans, but also for animals, plants, and
everyone else. Thiru T. Ponnambalam is a well-known person in our village.
The rough stone and gravel quarry should be operated in a way that it does
not harm our village environment. Air pollution is being caused as the
lorries pertaining quarriespasses through our village roads. Therefore, it is
necessary to sprinkle water on the roads regularly to prevent Air pollution. If
the quarry is operated without causing harm to our village and the

environment, it would be beneficial and he concluded his speech.
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7. Mr.Krishnaswamy, Menallur Village,

He stated that “Thiru T. Ponnambalam has provided various financial
assistances to our village school. Quoting the phrase 'Nalla Nalla Pillaikalai
Nambi' and thanked Thiru T. Ponnambalam for helping in numerous ways
to the school children in our village. May his support for education continue,
and may his life flourish. With that, I whole-heartedly welcome the
establishment of this proposed rough stone and gravel quarry”. Finally, he

concluded his speech by expressing his support for the proposed quarry.

8. Mr. Ramachandran, NGO, Andhra Pradesh.

He said that “the establishment of this quarry will improve the
livelihood of this village people, as they will easily get the necessary
construction materials to build their homes. Without gravel, no construction
work can takes place. Therefore, this quarry is essential. The quarry will
also contribute to the better future of the village people. Hence, [ request the
government to grant permission for this proposed quarry establishment”.
Finally, he concluded his speech by expressing his support for the
proposed quarry.

9. Mr. M.C. Ravi, Menallur Village,

He said “I would like to extend my greetings to the Sub Collector,
Cheyyar and the District Environmental Engineer who have conducting this
public hearing. Wehave no objections to the establishment of this rough
stone and gravel quarry. In fact, our village people have benefited in various
ways from this quarry. Everyone has got job opportunities. Moreover, T.
Ponnambalam has been providing various funds for constructing temples
and conducting festivals in our village. I have one request to the project
proponent that coconut tree saplings shall be planted around the quarry,
and also on the village roads leading to schools and temples”. Finally, he

concluded his speech by expressing his support for the proposed quarry.



10. Mr. Muthu, Menallur Village,

He quoted the following Thirukkural verse,

Crréss @Gomwpub eSlHHE"

and explained that “If the people of our village are sad, Thiru. Ponnambalam
will also be sad. Whoever comes and asks for help, he continuously provides
assistance to the people and the village. Our village people have benefited in
numerous ways from his quarry, and he will continue to do so. [ extend my
support to his quarry and request the government to grant permission for

its establishment”.

11.Thiru. GuruKrishna, N.G.O,

He said that “The people of this village should be provided with clean
drinking water facilities by the proprietor of the rough stone and gravel
quarry. Additionally, this quarry should be operated in a way that it does
not pollute the air. I also request that the schools in this village should be
supported, as the educational infrastructure in this village is not good.
Education should be provided to all students, and financial assistance,
sports facilities, and building facilities should be provided. Currently, local
Village panchayat are seeking the industrial development. Moreover, the
people of this village also rely on this quarry. Therefore, the government
should grant permission to this quarry. Finally, he concluded his speech by

expressing his support for the proposed quarry.

12. Mr. Venkatesan, Girijapuram Village,

He said that “Thiru T. Ponnambalam, the owner of the rough stone
and gravel quarry, has provided numerous donations to our village temple.
He has done various good deeds and provided facilities to our village, and
therefore, we have no objections to the establishment of this quarry”. Then
he concluded his speech by expressing his support for the quarry's

establishment.



13. Mr. A. Subramaniam, N.G.O.,

He said that “Villages cannot develop without the growth of industries.
Therefore, the establishment of Thiru T. Ponnambalam's rough stone and
gravel quarry at this village will bring various benefits to the village and the
people. This quarry will also provide job opportunities for the village people,
and hence, we should welcome such quarries. At the same time, we should
also protect the environment. The government should provide guidelines for
the operation of this quarry. This quarry should operate in accordance with
the guidelines and without causing any harm to the village people.
Additionally, the dust generated by this quarry should be controlled, water
should be sprinkled on the roads, and the quarry should operate in
accordance with the Environmental Protection Act. I believe that the
Proprietor 6f this quarry will operate in accordance with the guidelines, and
he concluded his speech by expressing his support for the establishment of

the quarry

14. Mr. Panneerselvam, Menallur Village,

He said that “When my wife passed away, Thiru. Ponnambalam
provided financial assistance of Rs. 20,000/- for her funeral ceremony. As
such, the quarry shared in the suffering of all, including the people of his
village” and he concluded his speech by expressing his support for the

establishment of the quarry.

15. Mrs. Alamelu, Menallur Village,

She said that “Thiru T. Ponnambalamrough stone and gravel quarry is
set to be established in our village, and we have no objections to it”. She
concluded her speech by expressing her support for the establishment of

the quarry.

16. R. Perumal, Menallur village,

He said that he has no objection to the establishment of this quarry and
concluded his speech by expressing his support for the proposed quarry.



17. Mr. Baskar, Menallur village,

He said that Thiru T. Ponnambalam's quarry, operating in Menallur
village, has not caused any harm to the village or its people. In fact, the
quarry has provided various benefits to everyone. Therefore, on behalf of the
village people, he wholeheartedly expressed his support for the
establishment of the quarry.

The following 13 members of the public have expressed their
opinion in writing on the proposal of this Rough stone and Gravel
quarry. All the 13 members haveexpressed their support to the

operation of this quarry.

S.No Nameé& Place Comment

1. Tmt. S. Fathima, Expressed support in favour
Andhra Pradesh. of the proposed quarry

2. Thiru. A. Murali Expressed support in favour
S/0. Annamalai, Mennallur Village, = | of the proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai District.

3. Thiru. S. Duraimurugan Expressed support in favour
S/0. R. Subramanian, Mennallur of the proposed quarry
Village, Tiruvannamalai District.

4. Thiru. Ungarala Shankaraiah, Expressed support in favour
Telangana. ' of the proposed quarry

S. Thiru. M. Muthu Raja, Expressed support in favour
Ramnadh. of the proposed quarry

0. Thiru. A.P. Rajendiran, Expressed support in favour
Andhra Pradesh. of the proposed quarry

7. Thiru. S. Venkata Subbaiah, Expressed support in favour
Andhra Pradesh. of the proposed quarry

8. Thiru. B. Muni Krishnaian, Expressed support in favour
Andhra Pradesh. of the proposed quarry

9. Thiru. P. Hajarathaiah, Expressed support in favour
Andhra Pradesh. of the proposed quarry

10. Thiru. A. Venkata Subbaiah, Expressed support in favour
Andhra Pradesh. ‘ of the proposed quarry

11. Thiru. D. Malardavan, Expressed support in favour
Chennai. of the proposed quarry




12. Thiru. B. Venkatesh, Expressed support in favour

Andhra Pradesh. of the proposed quarry
13. Thiru. E. Kuppan S/O. Etti, Expressed support in favour
Ex Panchyat President, of the proposed quarry

Mennallur Village, Vembakkam Taluk,
Tiruvannamalai District.

As there wereno views/comments raised further, District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai, with the approval of Sub Collector, Cheyyar, has

announced that the meeting came to an end with the vote of thanks.

Enclosures:

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily News paper
Tamil & English dated 11.02.2025 for notifying the public hearing
meeting)

2. The certificate issued by the Village Administrative Office for the Audio
announcement and issue of notices.

3. Attendance sheet at the public hearing (08 pagés /102 persons).

4. Audio & Video (DVD - Disc 1) of the public hearing proceedings.

5. Photographs of the public hearing/Summary in English & Tamil,
submitted by the Project Proponent.

6. EIA Report & Executive summary (Tamil & English).

7. Petitions received through Public Hearing Meeting-13

District %nvironmental Engineer, ubyCollector,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Cheyyar.
Tiruvannamalai.
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