MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE PROPOSED
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE OF M/s. PHOENIX KOTHARI FOOTWEAR LIMITED,
PLOT A1l of SIPCOT, S.F. Nos. 231 PT, 232 PT, 233, 234, 235 PT, 241 PT, 259, 261 PT,
266, 267, 268, 269, 270 PT, 271 PT, 272, 273 PT, 274 PT, 275 PT, 276 PT, 277 PT, 278,
279 PT, 280 PT, 281, 282 PT, 283 PT, ERAIYUR VILLAGE, VEPPANTHATTAI
TALUK, PERAMBALUR DISTRICT OVER AN EXTENT OF 72.12 HECTARES AT
M/s. KATHIR MAHAL, CHINNARU, ERAIYUR, NH-45, CHENNAI - TRICHY
HIGHWAY, VEPPANTHATTAI TALUK, PERAMBALUR ON 12.02.2026.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:
1. Thiru.S.Sornaraj : | Personal Assistant to the District Collector
(General)/ Deputy Collector, |
Perambalur District.
2. Tmt. S. Vijaya Priya . | District Environmental Engineer,
| Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perambalur District.

COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE:

3. Representation of Project Project-1
Proponent: M/s. Phoenix Kothari Footwear Limited,
. . Plot A1 of SIPCOT,
Thiru.Karthikeyan S.F. Nos. 231pt, 232pt, 233, 234, 235pt,

241pt, 259, 261pt, 266, 267, 268, 269, 270pt,
271pt, 272, 273pt, 274pt, 275pt, 276pt,
277pt, 278,

279pt, 280pt, 281, 282pt, 283 pt,

Eraiyur Village,

Veppanthattai Taluk,

Perambalur District

The total number of people who attended the meeting, including the Managing Director of
the company, government officials, environmental activists and the general public, was 95.

(A copy of the attendance register is attached herewith).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur:

Good morning to all. Perambalur District, Veppanthattai Taluk, Eraiyur Village, M/s.Phoenix




Kothari Footwear Limited proposed an Industrial Estate at Plot Al of SIPCOT S.F.Nos.
s

231(part), 232(part), 233, 234, 235(part), 241(part), 259, 261(part), 266, 267, 268, 269,

270(part), 271(part), 272, 273(part), 274(part), 275(part), 276(part), 277(part), 278, 279(part),

280(part), 281, 282(part), 283(part) over an extent of 72.12 Hectares. On behalf of the Tamil

Nadu Pollution Control Board and the District Administration, I would like to welcome the
Personal Assistant to Collector (General), who has come to preside over the Public Hearing

meeting for the establishment of an exclusive 1ndustr1al park for non- leather footwear
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This Public Hearing meeting is being held today to obtain environmental clearance
from the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority for the proposed industrial park.
A press release regarding this meeting to be held today has been published in The New Indian
Express English newspaper dated 10.01.2026 and Dinamalar Tamil newspaper 30 days in
advance. Further, advance notice has been given through pamphlets and loudspeakers to
inform the public in Eraiyur and its surrounding villages about this public meeting. The
Project Environmental Consultant will explain the proposed project in detail. After that, the
public can register their opinions by giving their name and address. All the opinions stated
will be recorded in audio and video format and send to the State Environmental Impact
- Assessment Authority. Now the Project Environmental Consultant will explain the project in

detail.

Project Environmental Advisor: The project consultant explained the project to the public

through a Power Point Presentation.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur:

The public can express their opinions towards the proposed project. She stated that before

expressing their opinions, requested the public to register their name and details.
1. Thiru. Babu, President of Tamil Nadu Narikuravar Sangam

Greetings to the Personal Assistant of the District Collector, the District
Environmental Engineer, all the officials of the Revenue Department who have visited
this village, the respected police officers present here, and everyone gathered here on

behalf of our community and the people of this area. The officials present here are aware



that many families belonging to our community live in this village. In Tamil Nadu, it is
rare to see members of our community engaged in farming. However, in this Perambalur
district, our people have been farming with dedication and preserving our traditional way
of life. A piece of land in this area was allocated to us with the approval of the ministers
and the Revenue Department. However, there has been a practical issue in granting that
approval, which we were not aware of at the time. As'you may know, we were not invited
to the agreement that was signed regarding this land. This mistake has occurred on the
part of the government, and we have come to know about it only recently. An agreement
becomes valid only when both parties are informed and give their consent. Without
informing us or giving us an opportunity to discuss it, the agreement was written and later
we were asked to sign it. Our people, due to lack of awareness, signed it without fully
understanding the implications. The Tamil Nadu government has now stated that out of
the 353 acres of land that we have been cultivating continuously, 241 acres have been
taken from us. We were not aware of this decision earlier. Recently, we received
information that a company is planning to establish operations in this place. However, we
" were not informed about this public meeting. Around 40 to 50 people from the
Narikuravar community have come here today without any invitation. There are about
3,000 to 4,000 people living in this village, but most of them have not attended because
this issue does not affect them directly. The Narikuravar community is fhe most affected
by this matter. Four years ago, the District Collector, Sri Venkata Priya, assured us that
land would be given to our community. During his visit, he also said that the Honorable
Chief Minister would provide agricultural land patta to our community within a week.
However, eve‘n after four years, we have not received it. For the past 40 years, we have
been cultivating this land despite many hardships. We dug a total of 13 wells for farming,
but there has been no response or consideration regarding these wells. We are not new to
agriculture; farming has been our livelihood for decades. At present, we have neither been
given a lease for this land nor any form of compensation. If the government grants us a
proper lease before allowing the next company to come here, we will live peacefully and
continue our lives in this village. Otherwise, we respectfully state that another company
should not be allowed to establish operations here. We are not opposing the government
intentionally. We are simple people who have struggled for many years and are only now
learning to read and write. We are still striving to improve our lives. The Tamil Nadu'
government speaks about equality and dreams for all communities, and we believe in |

those words. It took 33 years of struggle for the Narikuravar community to receive tribal



recognition. We went all the way to Delhi and fought for our rights, and finally we
received recognition in 2023. We sincerely thank the Tamil Nadu government and the
Central Government for providing houses to some of our people who were homeless for
many years. We also express our gratitude to the District Collector, Central Minister Raja,
and Transport Minister S.S. Sivashankar for their support and for promising land to the
Narikuravar community. We assure you that we will support the establishment of any
new company here only if our community is first provided with the land that has been

promised to us. Thank you.
2. Thiru. Shankar, Secretary of Tamil Nadu Narikuuravar Association

Hello everyone. I am the Secretary of the Narikuravar Sangam. Our community
has been living in this village of Eraiyur for the past 40 to 50 years. Around 150 families
from our community reside here. The government has noW allotted the land to SIPCOT,
and out of the 353 acres of land that we Narikuravar people have been cultivating, the
government has taken it away from us. Our people are mostly uheducated, and when the
government officials asked us to sign the documents, our people agreed without fully
understanding the situatioﬁ. In this way, our community feels that we have been treated
unfairly. We dug 13 wells and carried out agriculture on this land for many years. At that
time, the District Collector, the Education Minister, General Secretary Raja Sir, the
concerned Minister, the Superintendent of Police, and several government officials visited
us and assured us through an agreement that no factory would be established there and that
we would be given a lease for the land within one week. However, our Narikuravar
community still has no proper job opportunities or educational facilities. We request the
government to allot half an acre of land to each family so that our people can live with
dignity. It has been four years since the government told us that this half-acre of land
would be given to us, but even after four years, the lease has not been provided. We are
not saying that the company should not come here. But before allowing the company, we
request the government to first provide us with the land that was promised to us and
ensure a proper livelihood for our people. If this issue is not resolved, we will be left with

no choice but to boycott the upcoming Assembly elections. Thank you.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur:

She requested the public to express their opinions one by one.



3. Thiru.Rajendiran, Eraiyur

Respected high-ranking government officials, police officers present here, and all the
people gathered here, I extend my respectful greetings to everyone. For the past 53 years, our
community has been living in this area and transforming this land. This land was once full of
hills and valleys where snakes, insects, and lizards lived. Our people worked very hard to
reclaim and cultivate this land. Our community originally lived as nomads. The government
encouraged our people to settle down, study, and live like other communities. The
government brought us from the hills to the mainland so that we could live a stable life like
everyone else. Following that request, we settled permanently in one place and started
‘educating our children. Today, our children are studying higher education such as B.A. and
M.A. Because of this land, we also have a source of livelihood. We believed that this land
belonged to us, and we have been farming and living peacefully here. However, when we
were living steadily, the government attempted to take about 353 acres of land for SIPCOT.
Some agreements were signed for this purpose. In that agreement, Transport Minister S.S.
Sivashankar, MP Raja, MLA Prabhakaran, and the District Collector, along with other senior
officials, assured us that each family would be given one acre of land. Several promises were
made regarding this one acre of land. However, after making these promises, our people were
called overnight and given one idli and one vada, and their signatures were obtained. After 53
years of hard work, the reward given to our people was just one idli and one vada. We are not
against SIPCOT. In fact, we are happy that thousands of people will get employment and that
this district will develop. They also promised that our community would get job opportunities
there and that our people would be given first priority in employment with proper wages. But
until now, not even a single person from our community has been given employment there.
We agreed to the agreement and signed it trusting the promises made by the Qfﬁcials.' But
even after four years, the one acre of land that was promised to us has still not been given a
patta (title deed). We do not understand why this delay continues. We have met the
Honorable Chief Minister three times, the District Collector about fifteen times, MP Raja
many times, and the MLA several times regarding this issue. Day and night we have been
approaching government offices so that our people can receive the promised land title. Every
time we are told that it will be given soon. But if the election dates are announced, how will
we get the patta? We want the patta to be issued before that. If we do not receive the patta, we
will consult with our people and take stronger actions in the next stage. We will record and

register our protest. If necessary, every house in our village will hoist a black flag. We will



also stop all vehicles going to the company in our village. We have been approaching the
government respectfully many times. But if this continues, we will be forced to take actions
so that the government itself will have to come and address our issue. If the government takes
appropriate action now and issues us the land title as promised, we will always stand in/
support of the government. We are tribal people and poor people who survive through small
livelihoods. With the little income we earn, we have developed this land and improved our
lives. Is it fair to treat us like this after all our hard work? What mistake have we made? Why
is the government treating our community in this way? The government speaks about
equality for all people. Is it fair to take away our land and ask us to live somewhere else? Is it
fair to humiliate an entire community? We request the government to take immediate action
and provide us with the promised land titlé. If we do not receive it, we will be forced to stop
all vehicles going to SIPCOT and raise our protest. We welcome this government and respect
it, but we need the land that was promised to us. Please take immediate action and issue the
title deed for the one acre of land promised to us. Otherwise, we will be the first to raise black
flags in our homes as a sign of protest. We are not enemies of the government. We

respectfully request the government to give us our rightful land title. Thank you.

4. Tmt. Soundharavalli, Eraiyur

We earn our livelihood by selling needle moss. Why is this being done to us? Why are
we being treated unfairly? We deserve the right to live with dignity. We are not criminals
who commit murder or robeery. Our people work hard and earn an honest living by
collecting and selling moss. We have obtained all the permits and receipts required by the
government. If a company is established on this land, how will our children survive?
Agriculture is the only livelihood we have. If we are removed from this land, where will we
go and how will we live? Why are we being made to suffer like this? We work hard and eat
the food we earn through our labour. The days when our people had to beg for survival are
over. Today we work and live with dignity.

If this continues, where will we go? We are not outsiders. We are people of Tamil
Nadu, born and brought up here. Our families have been living here for three generations. If
we are told not to farm on the land that we have been cultivating for so many years, it will
destroy our lives. If this land is taken away from us, where will we go? You have taken this
land from us, but you have not provided us with any proper alternative or support. We have

ration cards and all the required government documents. Our people must live. Please allow



our community to live with dignity. We request the government to understand our situation

and take action to protect our livelihood. Thank you.

'5. Thiru. Sivakumar, Eraiyur

I have come here to speak on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Narikuravar Sangam. Even
today, Narikuravar people live in every district of Tamil Nadu. Our community has
traditionally lived as nomads, and for generations our livelihood has depended on forest-
based activities. The purpose of this gathering is said to be development. But we want to ask:
Is this development meant for all communities, or only for others while the Narikuravar
community suffers? First, I would like to express my respect to our District Collector, the
police officers present here, and all the officials. The Narikuravar community has been living
in this area for about 60 to 65 years. If this SIPCOT project comes here, where will our
people go? Most of our people are not well educated. Many of them have studied only up to
the fourth or fifth standard. You say that jobs require at least a 12th standard education. If
that is the case, how will our people get employment? Only recently have our children started
going to school and continuing their studies. Until they are educated and able to find jobs,
what will be our livelihood? How will our people survive? The agricultural land that we were
cultivating has already been taken away from us. If this land is used to build SIPCOT, what
will we do for our livelihood? This land was taken after discussions with our people, and we
were promised that each family would be given a lease for half an acre of land. However,
even now that promise has not been fulfilled. We hear a lot about development, and we say
“Long live Tamil and long live the Tamil people.” But it sometimes felels as if only the
Narikuravar community is being ignored and pushed aside. Even today, many of our people
survive by selling needles, moss, and beads, and sometimes by sleeping in bus stands and
public places. Life is still very difficult for our community. Please do not destroy the small
livelihood that we have. If you truly want us to live with dignity, we request that our

community be allowed to live peacefully and that we be treated equally like every other

community. Thank you.
6. Thiru. Chandrakumar, Advocate

I have come here to place my views on record clearly and firmly. This statement is against
oppression and domination by the government and certain government authorities. As
emphasized by B. R. Ambedkar in the Constitution of India, Article 21 guarantees every

individual the right to live with dignity.



Has this factory ensured the right to live with dignity for the people living here? If the answer
is no, then this project itself goes against the spirit of the Indian Constitution. Therefore, the
very béginning of this project raises serious constitutional concerns. Many people are
ignoring this issue by saying that it is only the problem of the Narikuravar commuﬁity. But
this is not merely the problem of one community; it is a problem concerning humanity and
justice. The government has easily acquired 178 acres of land for the Phoenix Kothari
company. At the same time, in many places the government talks about recovering Panchami
lands and issuing pattas to Dalit communities. If such measures can be taken elsewhere, what
is the difficulty in allocating land to the Narikuravar community, which is one of the most
marginalized communities? What is the problem with the Tahsildar, the Revenue
Department, and the Tamil Nadu Government in addressing this issue? According to
information published on the Phoenix Kothari company website, about 249 acres of land have
already been acquired. When such a large amount of land has already been obtained for
private industrial use, why is the land belonging to the Narikuravar community being taken?
More than 3,000 acres of agricultural land in this region are already being converted for
industrial purposes. When such a vast area is available, why is the land cultivated by the
Narikuravar community specifically being given to State Industries Promotion Corporation of
Tamil Nadu (SIPCOT)? Out of these 3,000 acres, around 200 acres of Panchami land have
already been acquired for SIPCOT. The Tamil Nadu government frequently speaks about
social justice, yet land historically meant for oppressed communities is being taken and
handed over to industries. In such circumstances, should this factory really be established
here? Another issue concerns environmental activism. During the rule of All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK), environmental activist Mugilan was reportedly
kidnapped, and the truth behind that incident still remains unclear. The current government
once said that justice would be ensured and that environmental concerns would be taken
seriously. However, today we see actions that appear to contradict those stateménts. Political
parties often speak strongly on public platforms, but their actions sometimes tell a different
story. During the earlier period, political parties strongly opposed the Sterlite Copper plant on
environmental grounds. Yet today, permission has been granted to the Phoenix Kothari
company, which many people believe could seriously affect the natural resources of this
region. If we compare the environmental impact, some people feel that the potential impact of
this project may even be greater than that of the Sterlite project. I would like to bring this to
the attention of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. It has been stated that the footwear

manufactured here will not use leather but plastic-based materials. Where will this plastic raw



material come from? Are jasmine, peanuts, or neem produced from such materials? No.
Plastic raw materials are produced by adding chemicals to natural gas and releasing gases
such as ethylene and methane. These gases can seriously affect the lungs and health of
people. Therefore, the issue here is not only about land. It is also about the destruction of soil
fertility and the long-term environmental impact. When the foundation ceremony for this
project was held under the leadership of the Honorable Chief Ministér, it was announced that
only footwear would be manufactured here and that the raw materials would be brought from
outside. However, on December 30, the Phoenix Kothari company released a statement
proudly announcing that they plan to establish one of the largest molecular manufacturing
centers in India here. What exactly does this raw material production mean? The Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board must clearly explain this to the public. Before discussing anything
else, the first question is: Where will the raw materials be produced and how will they be
processed? There are already industrial areas established by State Industries Promotion
Corporation of Tamil Nadu (SIPCOT) in many places. Are all those industrial zones fully
utilized?‘Have they provided sufficient employment opportunities for local people? If not,
why is a new industrial project being started here now? Raw material production of this kind
involves burning plastic materials, emitting large amounts of smoke, and consuming
enormous quantities of water. This process will not require a small amouﬁt of water; it will
consume a significant amount of groundwater. This is not an issue limited only to Eraiyur
village. The environmental impact could affect the soil and agriculture within a radius of
nearly 15 kilometers. Such activities could severely damage agricultural lands and affect the
livelihoods of farmers across the region. The Phoenix Kothari group has reportedly acquired
around 160 footwear companies worldwide, which means its production scale will be
extremely large. If such large-scale production begins here, we must think about how much
groundwater will be extracted. Will the people living here face severe water shortages? Will
the Pollution Control Board only monitor the smoke emitted from the factories? Will it not
also examine the depletion of groundwater and the damage to soil fertility? In politics,
whether it is Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) or All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK), land is often converted for real estate development. In 2025 alone,
more than 300 real estate developments reportedly took place in Perambalur district.
According to reports by the United Nations Water'Council, water scarcity in Asia is expected
to increase significantly, and Tamil Nadu may face serious groundwater depletion in the
coming years. One of the major reasons is the excessive conversion of land into concrete

structures, which prevents natural water recharge. Even if we oppose this Phoenix Kothari



project, it may be difficult to stop it completely. Sometimes such consultations appear to be
only a formality. However, I am stating these concerns so that they are recorded in history.
Many people who supported and voted for this government are now standing here asking
questions because their concerns have not been addressed. At the national level, policies
introduced by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) are often criticized for harming the
environment. But political parties that speak against such policies sometimes end up doing
similar things when they come to power. Governments repeatedly speak about protecting the
environment, yet natural resources continue to be exploited. At the same time, agriculture—
the backbone of rural livelihoods—is not being strengthened or protected adequately.
Therefore, even if this project proceeds despite our objections, I am placing my opposition on
record today. There have also been incidents where people who questioned projects affecting
natural resources faced threats and harassment. Recently, concerns were raised in Karur
regarding quarry-related issues, and activists and journalists have spoken about the pressures
they face while raising such matters. When people peacefully protest for their rights, it is
unfair to label them as extremists or troublemakers. Such statements only discourage
democratic dialogue. This issue is not just the problem of the Narikuravar community in
Eraiyur. It is a problem that affects farmers, workers, and ordinary people across the region.
We should not allow ourselves to be divided along caste or community lines. If the people of
tﬁe villages within a 15-kilometer radius of Eraiyur remain silent today, the consequences
will affect everyone in the future. Some people describe this kind of situation as “technical
robbery,” where resources are taken away through legal or administrative means without
protecting the rights of local communities. If policies continue to harm the livelihoods of
people, we will continue to raise our voices democratically and demand justice. I conclude by

expressing my thoughts and concerns here for the record. Jai Bhim.Thank you.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur:

She said that the public can register their opinions by providing their details before

expressing their views.

7. Thiru. Sivasankar, Advocate

Greetings to the members of the council and the officials present here. This
consultation meeting has been organized to discuss the establishment of a new factory.
However, the land in this area is connected with the Forest Department. On what basis are
you proposing to establish factories on this land? This raises serious concerns. Many of the

areas being considered for these factories, including the land near the Eraiyur Sugar Factory,



were originally under the Forest Department. Earlier, around 500 acres of land were allocated
to establish the sugar factory. After the factory used a porﬁon of the land, the remaining area
was cultivated by people from the local community for agricultural purposes. If this land is
now being handed over to a private company, the government should acquire an equivalent or
larger extent of land and provide it to the affected people as compensation. It is not clear
whether such arrangements have been made. Therefore, this consultation process itself
appears to be conducted in an improper manner. I strongly request that no permission be
granted to this company, and that any permission already issued should be reconsidered and
cancelled. Another serious issue is employment discrimination. It appears that employment
opportunities are not being provided fairly, and the people of the local area are not receiving
adequate job opportunities. Even members of the Narikuravar community have not been
given basic employment opportunities, not even as watchmen. Whenever a company is
established in a region, it should contribute to the economic development of that area. The
local community should benefit through employment, infrastructure, and revenue for the
local panchayat. When I inquired about the income generated by this factory for the local
panchayat, it was said to be about one crore rupees. If that amount had been properly utilized,
important local issues such as drinking water supply, drainage systems, and sﬁeet lighting
- could have been resolved within a year. However, it was said that the District Administration
uﬁljzed that amount to lay a tar road in another area. As a result, the local village has not
received the expected benefits. In reality, the village has not gained sufficient income or
employment from the company, and the people feel neglected despite living in an
independent countfy. Earlier, about 300 acres of land were acquired under the Special
Economic Zone scheme. At that time, the affected people were promised that house-site
pattas or land leases would be given to them. Whether the company functions or not, that
promise should still be fulfilled. However, the government has not yet provided those leases.
Even if this land falls under the Forest Department, government policies clearly state that
alternative livelihood arrangements should be made for people who depend on such lands,
including the use of available government wasteland where necessary. When we listen to the
demands of these people, their situation reminds us of the struggles portrayed in the film
Citizen, where villagers fought for their basic rights. This is an independent country. The
people living here are not slaves. It sometimes appears as though companies are given more
importance than the people themselves. If resolutions are passed in Gram Sabha meetings
questioning these projects, those who raise such concerns often face pressure or intimidation.

When people protest against the company, they are sometimes dismissed from their work. A



company should function with fairness and respect for the people living around it, not in a
way that makes the local community feel oppressed. Therefore, 1 respectfully submit a
request to the District Collector and the District Environmental Engineer that the permission -
already granted to this company should be reviewed and revoked, and no further permissions
should be issued until the rights and livelihoods of the local people are fully protected.
Thank you.
8. Thiru. Duraisamy, Eraiyur

Greetings to the respected officials and everyone present here. We earn our
livelihood by selling sisal fiber and basimani beads. Earlier, the government gave us Karisal
land for agriculture, and we were cultivating that land. Even the Village Administrative
Officer gave us a forest receipt for farming there. We worked very hard on that land. I
personally harvested about 80 bags of maize per acre. I also had cattle and managed my
livelihood through agriculture. But after all this effort, we did not receive any real benefit or
security for our land. Several acres of land that we cultivated were taken for the SIPCOT
project. Our people were called and given one cup of tea, two vadas, and two idlis, and
signatures were taken from them. In this way, our land was taken away.
At that time, many officials signed thé agreement—officials in Trichy, the Minister, the
MLA, and even the District Collector. They assured us that the Narikuravar community
would be given first priority for jobs in SIPCOT. But has that promise been fulfilled? No.
Later, they said that each family Would be given half an acre of land and houses would be
built for us. Some houses were constructed—about 10 or 15 houses—but even those were not
properly given to us, and we still have not received patta (land titles) for them. Where should
we go and ask for justice? We worked so hard and invested all the money we earned into
improving that land. But it was taken away from us so easily. Now we are left without land
and without livelihood. We were told that when SIPCOT comes, we will get employment
opportunities. But none of our people have been given jobs. Is this the freedom that we were
promised? Today, we are facing even basic problems. We do not have proper water even for
drinking or bathing. In this town, a single can of water costs thirty rupees. I am 70 years
old—how can I buy water every day for thirty rupees just to drink and survive?
Please think about our situation. We are suffering greatly. I humbly request the government
and the officials present here to consider our difficulties and fulfill the promises that were

made to us. Please allow us to live with dignity. Thank you.



9. Thiru.Venkatesan, Environmental Activist
He started speaking in English, but the people sitting there interrupted him and said:
+ “Please speak in Tamil. The people here are ordinary people and do not
understand English.”

Then the Deputy Collector spoke:
« “Do you know Tamil? Where do you come from? What do you do? Please

introduce yourself first and then briefly explain the point you wish to make.”
He replied that he was from Tirupati and that he was an environmental activist. |

Then the Deputy Collector said:

« “Please submit your views in writing so that they can be forwarded to the
higher authorities in the proper manner. You may also submit your views as a
petition. Please do not waste time by repeating the same point again and again. ‘
The main opinion being expressed here is thét the land taken for the
construction of the industrial estate should either be returned or alternative
land should be provided on lease. If you have any new points, you may state
them in writing.”
He further added:
« Those who wish to speak should provide their name, mobile number, and place of
residence, and then record their views. We are here only to record your opinions. We
are not here to give a counter-opinion to what you say.
10. Thiru.Venugopal, Environmental Activist
He greeted the public and the police and stated that it would be good if the land
resources in the area were improved. He also suggested that insurance should be
provided to the workers employed there and to their families. If any grievances arise
among the workers, a committee should be formed so that both parties can discuss the
~issues and arrive at a decision. He further stated that funds should be allocated for the
development of facilities such as medical camps, supply of mineral water, schools,
temples, and other basic amenities.
The members of the public who opposed this responded by saying that they did not want
the industrial estate. They stated that he was speaking about the problems that might
arise after the industrial estate is established, while they were strongly opposed to its

establishment itself. They said that he would not suffer any loss, whereas they would



bear all the risks. They strongly condemned his statement and said that he had no right to
speak about it, adding that they had already been deceived and were raising their
objections against the project.

The District Deputy Collector: requested the public to remain silent and asked them to
express their views briefly. He stated that there were only two main opinions being
expressed—whether people were in favour of the factory or against it. He requested
those who wished to speak to first register their details and then present their views. He
assured them that all the opinions expressed would be properly recorded and requested

everyone to express their views patiently.

11. Thiru.Pitchaipillai, Eraiyur
| When this SIPCOT project was introduced, what did they tell us? They said that the
molecules would be purchased from outside and only the final processing would be carried
out here. However, now they are carrying out the entire process here, which is affecting
the land and even the water we drink.

They have taken everything from this place. There are two government tanks in the
name of SIPCOT, and earlier they said that water would not be taken from them and that
the unit would only carry out production activities. But now they are manufacturing the
molecules here and extracting groundwater. There are five wells located near the
company, yet we receive water only once a week.

We do not need this company. None of our local people have benefited from it. This
land belongs to us, and if our people do not receive any benefit from it, then what is the
use of having this company here? |

Most of the workers employed there are from outside areas. No employment
opportunities have been provided to the local people. Moreover, proper environmental
protection measures are not being followed. Around 2,000 workers are employed there
every day. Where does all the waste generated from the company go? It is not clear
whether it is being discharged into the water bodies or underground.

We request that this company be closed, and we do not want any new companies to be
established here. When the land was taken from farmers, they were told that employment
opportunities would be provided and that people would be given a way to earn their
livelihood. However, no one from our area has been given a job. Instead, workers are
being brought from Tirunelveli, Salem, and Madurai. Therefore, we request that this

company be closed and that agriculture be allowed to resume on this land. Thank you.



12. Thiru. Manikandan, Eraiyur

We have been engaged in agriculture on this land for the past forty-five years. The
land was originally allotted to us by the Government when we requested it for farming.
Now, however, we are unable to continue our agricultural activities. We have raised
several protests regarding this issue, but no action has been taken so far. We are still
suffering, and it is not only us—many others in this area are also facihg the same
hardship. Today, we have been forced to stop farming. However, if you visit the small
portion of land that still remains with us, you can see how well we have cultivated it. We
request that you give us another opportunity. If this land is returned to us, we will further
improve and expand our agricultural activities. Instead of continuing with these problems,
we request the authorities to rehabilitate us and provide us with land so that we can
resume farming. If this land is used for establishing a factory, it will lead to several issues
such as water scarcity, air pollution, and degradation of the soil. On the other hand, if the
same land is given back to us for agriculture, we will cultivate it productively and
responsibly. It has been said that we do not know how to farm, but our long years of
experience prove otherwise. Therefore, we request the authorities to close this company

and return the land to the farmers so that agriculture can continue to survive. Thank you.

13. Thiru. Prakash

I have been working in this company for the past two years. Last week, we raised our
concerns regarding the implementation of a 12-hour work shift. Following this, the issue
between the workers and the management escalated into a conflict. We do not want this
company to continue in its present manner. After a prolonged struggle, we have raised our

grievances and sought a resolution. Such issues should not continue in the future. Thank

you.

District Deputy Collector: requested the public to submit their petitions, if any. He also

stated that anyone else who wishes to express their views may do so.

14. Thiru.Dinesh, Eraiyur

This SIPCOT company is of no benefit to us or to our town. Therefore, I request that

this company be banned. Thank you.

District Deputy Collector: He thanked everyone for their participation. He stated that all the

views and comments expressed during the meeting would be recorded by the district



administration and forwarded to the higher authorities through the appropriate channels. With

this, he concluded the meeting.

All the general public raised slogans saying, “No to this factory and no to SIPCOT and
dispersed.
Enclosures:

1. Copy of attendance register of Public hearing (09 pages - 95 members)

2. Project summary Presentation

3. Copy of petitions received during Public hearing- 13 Nos.

4. Video recording of public hearing Pendrive.

N ey %@M’

District Environn%ntal Engineer, Personal Assistant to Collector
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, , (General)/Deputy Collector,
2/

Perambalur Perambalur
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