Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on_08.01.2026 at 11,30 AM in
M/s. A. R. Rajendhran Thirumana Mahal, No. 398, Kalathur Bus stop.
Nallamachathiram. Sithannavasal Village. Iluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai
District to establish M/s. C.Palanisamy Rough Stone Quarry with an extent

f 33 H .F-No. 94 (Part-1) of Sith vasal Vill 1] r k
Pudukkottai,

Name of the Project:

M/s. C. Palanisamy Rough Stone Quarry with an extent of 2.80.33 Ha at
S.F.No. 94 (Part-1) of Sithannavasal Village, llluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai.
List of Officials participated in the meeting:
1. Thiru. P. Gokul Singh,

Revenue Divisional Officer,

llluppur.

2. Thiru. K. Selvakumair,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Poliution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

3. Thiru. S. Sakthivelu,
Tahsildar,
llluppur.

4. Thiru. K. Jeyaraj,
Village Administrative Officer,
Annavasal Circle,
Pudukkottai.

5. Thiru. P. Balamurugan,
Special Sub Inspector,
Annavasal Police Station,
Pudukkottai.



6. Tmt. S. Saranya,
Grade Il WPC 1554,
Annavasal Police Station,
Pudukkottai.

7. Thiru. M. Venkada Subramanian,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

8. Thiru. D. Arunkumar
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

List of Participants related to the project:
1. Thiru. Gobinath,
Senior Environmental Engineer,
Eco Tech Labs Private Limited,

Chennai

In the public hearing, 181 persons were participated, including Government Officers,

Project proponents and the general public. (Enclosed video Annexure-A).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu, Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District has welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur who
presided over the function. He welcomed the Tahsildar, lluppur, other revenue
officials and other Government officials. He also welcomed the Proprietor of
M/s. C.Palanisamy Rough Stone Quarry, Project Proponent, Press, NGOs and

general public who were attended the Public Hearing meeting.

He also informed fhat as per Ministry of Environment & Forest, New Delhi
vide EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, certain type of projects, public opinion has

to be obtained before the issue of Environment Clearance. He added that the
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public notice informing the conducting of public hearing was published in The
Dinamalar & The New Indian Express on 03.12.2025. This public hearing was
conducted for M/s. C.Palanisamy Rough Stone Quarry with an extent of 2.80.33
Ha at S.F.No. 94 (Part-1) of Sithannavasal Village, llluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai to

obtain the views of public.

He also informed that the views of public would be recorded and it would
be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai

after getting approval from the District Collector, Pudukkottai.

District Environmental Engineer informed that M/s. C. Palanisamy Rough
Stone Quarry project proponent would explain about the project after that the

public could give their opinion either verbally or in writing about the project.

Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur:
~ He welcomed the gathering and informed that the Project Proponent would
explain about their proposed project outlay and Environmental Impact Assessment

study carried out through Power Point Presentation.

Power Point Presentation by the Project Proponent:

Tﬁiru. Gobinath, Senior Environmental Engineer, Eco Tech Labs Private
Limited, Chennai of M/s. C. Palanisamy Rough Stone Quarry has explained about
the details of the project outlay, Environmental Impact Assessment report and
Environmental Management Plan through Power Point Presentation. (Copy of the

detail is enclosed in Annexure -B).

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public to register their
views on this project either verbally or in writing by giving their name and village

details.
Followed by this, Public Hearing process started.

1. Tmt. Selvi, Sithannavasal

She introduced herself as Selvi, from Sithannavasal. She said that sir is
saying that quarrying should not be permitted, but our request is that we need the

quarry. If there is no quarry, we cannot survive. The main reason is that we do not
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know any other work. The only work we know is working in this quarry. We cannot do
anything based on agriculture. Even to educate our children and to do any other job,
we need money. Job is the main reason for getting money. Only if that job exists can
we live. She added that sir spoke about what happened in the past. But, we are
speaking about what is happening now. For us, the quarry is important. As far as
Sithannavasal is concerned, only if that occupation exists can we survive. Not only
that, the entire village is able to study only because of the quarry. Emphasizing that

the quarry is essential for us, she expressed her support opinion for the project.

2. Tmt. Saritha, Sithannavasal

She introduced herself as Saritha from Sithannavasal. She said that as far as
this quarry is concerned, there is no individual owner. We are both the workers and
the owners. It is our quarry. We do not struggle for others; we struggle for ourselves.
She added that even if we want to do farming, only the wages we earn from working
in the quarry can be used for agriculture. We cannot simply go and do farming.
Twenty people are needed to do farming. Only if we work in the quarry can we afford
to pay the wages for those twenty people. We definitely need the quarry. She

expressed her support opinion saying that without the quarry, we cannot survive.

3. Tmt. Jeba Kani, Social activist

She said that she already spoke at the respected Muthukumar's quarry
meeting. As a volunteer, while speaking, | listened and absorbed the points they
made as a woman. Because, when a woman suffers, only another woman truly
understands that suffering. The reason is, nowadays, many financial institutions
have arrived. By lending money with high interest rates upon interest, they are
pushing families to the brink of suicide. When | see many families, they have
committed suicide. The reason is they could not repay those loans. At that time, what
are we doing? Even as a volunteer, we have to look at the problems and also the
impacts surrounding them not to say we shouldn’t. The Pollution Control Board will
definitely monitor it in a safe manner. One thing | would like to mention is that,
through the points spoken by our respected Palanichamy sir quarry meeting, | came
to understand that all our women are affected by family circumstances. Therefore,
she earnestly requested that permission be granted for this quarry and that job
opportunities be provided. Another thing is, as the saying goes, “You have to milk the

cow that ploughs and you have to milk the cow that sings,” because only those who
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have lived through and experienced that hardship in such circumstances, like the
village people, truly understand it. That is why, after thoroughly considering all the
points | have spoken, | kindly request as an enthusiast that permission be given for
this quarry, that job opportunities be provided, and that the livelihoods of the

surrounding people be improved and expressed her support opinion.

4. Thiru. Nagaraj, Sithannavasal

He introduced himself as Nagaraj, S/o. Adaikalam, from Sithannavasal. He
said that he is 45 years old and he is a stone-breaking labourer from Sithannavasal
area, and his father is also a stone-breaking laborer. He added that everyone, all the
people of this village, know about this. He added that he was not lying. | am also
associated with a social organisation. He stated that party comrades have spoken,
and they have spoken about public welfare. One comrade from Mangudi said, “In
this surrounding area, without a quarry like Kazhugumalai, there is no livelihood.” In
this Pudukkottai district, there are no factories, there are no other jobs, there is no
river irrigation, and there is no other occupation at all. In this area, this land depends
upon rainfall and it rains only once in three years or once in four years. Whenever it
rains, everyone borrows money and does farming. But we cannot harvest the crops
fully. The reason is, if it does not rain, there will be no condition to reap the grain.
- That is why, they relying on this quarry, you can even conduct an inquiry with the
villagers living in the surrounding areas and they did not say no. Not just today,
Kazhugumalai quarry is our factory. The authorities should take note of that. The
previous officials know about this. | do not know whether the new officials know or
not. Not just Muthukumar, but Palanichamy is also from this village. They are not
individual persons or just two people. They are the people with a unified opinion for
this village and only they can sign on behalf of the village. But without asking the
village, they cannot personally sign anything in any way. This is a decision taken by
sitting together in the entire area of this village, and trusting them, the people of this
village have collected funds and taken it in their names, and everyone in this village
has taken it collectively as their own. He requested that the government shall grant
permission for the quarry and provide the villagers with an opportunity to make a
living. Social activists say that once they get the microphone, they can talk about
anything they want. Women sitting here hungry and starving. They have been here

for an hour and have not even had water to drink. However, keeping the time in mind
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and respecting the officials, we did not say that they should not speak. From
[rumpaali village, Kodikkulam is at least 200 meters on that side. In between, there is
the Muthudayanpatti road. There is no problem at all. Previously, Divyanathan
operated a granite quarry here, and work was done without any interference.
Similarly, Periyakulam is located 500 meters to the west. We know that the
Periyakulam, which spans a thousand acres, is our livelihood. Do we not know that
will the livelihood provided by that lake be lost? he questioned. Here to the east is
Irumpaali village. The main road is 2.5 kilometers on that side. There is no kind of
impact at all. Please, grant us permission for the quarry, support us, and give us
- approval. We need an opportunity to break stones to increase the source of income
for our children's education, we need a livelihood, and we need to lead our lives. For
this, the government and all the government officials who have come here should
cooperate, provide us with an opportunity, and help us to live and expressed his

support opinion for the project.

5. Tmt. Vijayalakshmi, Sithannavasal

She introduced herself as Vijayalakshmi. She stated that if this quarry
operates, the livelihood of the local people will improve. Job opportunities will be
available for the youth. All the youth and the general public will have access to
education. She added that we cannot expect the government to provide all the basic
facilities. When project like this come to our village, the economy will improve.
Therefore, she requested that a no-objection certificate be granted for the operation
of this quarry without any hindrance and expressed her support opinion‘ for this

project.

6. Tmt. Chinnathal, Sithannavasal

She said that we need the quarry. If there is no quarry, all of us will only have
to die. If the quarry comes, we will somehow work in the quarry and make a living.
She added that without the quarry, you come and see the husbands, wives, and
children at home then you will understand. You all do not know. You are holding a
pen. We are people who do not hold a pen. If we get the quarry, we will survive by
' breaking stones according to our capacity. She informed that we break stones for
railway contract work, and road work and all our people have survived for 45 years in
this quarry. For the past four years, we have not been able to do anything. She

stated that we are struggling for money even to have porridge. We have to pay
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instalment money. Back then, they imposed land tax, vehicle tax. At that time, we
paid 800 rupees, now we have to pay 3,000 or 4,000. Where will we get 4,000 or
3,000 for land tax today? Only if there is work can we pay. If we do not pay the tax,
they impose fines. After imposing fines, they even proceed with recovery for that.
What are we supposed to do? Please open our Kazhugumalai quarry. If the quarry is
not opened, we will die. She mentioned that that quarry is what has kept us alive for
50 years. There is no other work, no pond, no farmland, only land depends on the
rain. We have no way to do farming and survive for all 12 months. For us, the quarry
is our pond, the quarry is our paddy. Stone is our paddy, stone is our money.
Kazhugumalai quarry is everything for us. People from 35 miles away are talking. In
our village, without the quarry, there is no construction work. Where else can we get
work? There is no work for contractors, and no work for laborers, nowhere is there
any work. Everyone is forced to stay at home. If, in a family, someone is earning 300
or 400 rupees from work, what can be done with that? If there are four people, how
can a family be managed? One kilogram of rice is sold at 100 rupees. If permission
is given for the quarry, money will circulate. If money circulates, the people will be

able to live well and expressed her support opinion for the project.

7. Tmt. Sigagp. ayi, Sithannavasal

She informed that there is no wetland, no dryland, no fields, no canals, no
property for us, only if we work, we get food. Since | have a differently-abled child, no
one calls me for work. She added that If | go for work at the quarry, they pity me and
give five or ten rupees. Even that is not possible now. We will fight for permission for
the quarry. She expressed her support opinion by saying that poor people need to

survive from this quarry.

8. Thiru. Pari @ Gubendran

He informed that he have to repeat what he already said because the reason

is both Muthukumar’s quarry and Palanichamy’s quarry fall under the same survey
number, as | mentioned earlier, a odai flows through that survey number, and as per
the law, permission cannot be granted for the quarry. Not only that, there is also a
pond nearby. Therefore, permission should not be granted for it. Sithannavasal is an
archaeological landmark. Setting up quarries close to an archaeological site is
equivalent to destroying its history. Furthermore, as | already pointed out, in the

environmental impact assessment report mentioned in the two quarries, the overall
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impact of all the quarries have not been compiled. Therefore, | stated that permission
should not be granted for it. He added that comrade Mugilan showed a good path to
these people. | do not know whether that guidance reached their ears or not. Even
so, | must say this: In this same area, someone from your village, you would knbw if |
mention the name Thiru. Rengaraj works with me in construction site. | also work in
construction site. He specifically mentioned how many illnesses are caused by that
quarry. How it affects the kidneys, causes infertility, causes lung problems. | am not
saying all this; this is data officially provided by the government. He said that to
explain it in a way you understand that whatever exists in the universe is present in
the body. Everyone knows that by universe, we mean air, water, earth, sky, fire—the
five elements we talk about. All of these are connected to this nature and to body.
When nature is affected, the organs in our body connected to it are also affected.
Now, look at our officials, even though they are young, why are they wearing
glasses? | am 63 years old, and | wear glasses. But they are very young; why are
they wearing glasses? Why is our policeman wearing glasses? He has not yet
retired. We should think about all this. How much do we spend on medical expenses

for our children? Diabetes is increasing. How much are we spending on medical

. treatment for all these things? That is why | have already said this: if there is an

impact on the environment around us, there will be an impact on our bodies. He
stated a fact that | am not just talking by taking into account only the laborers
working there; | am also considering the owners and the officials. What are we really
discussing now? You are saying, “This is our traditional occupation. We have been
doing this for generations. There is no other way for us.” That is reasonable. For that,
the government should make alternative arrangements. | am telling you this and
Mugilan has already mentioned this. He informed that here, in Pudukkottai district,
nothing is known about those who are about to start this. Do you know the amount of
property that the quarry owners in Pudukkottai district possess? Many lakh crores. It
is true, you are thinking about it. In the morning, what should be done? Group funds
must be paid. Within a week, someone will come to collect. Not only them, do you
know how that woman will save this money? If the group money is not paid, they will
be shamed infront of everyone; it is true that some have even committed suicide. But
Mugilan has suggested a way for this. What did he say? The quarry owners who
operate these quarries have stashed crores and crores of rupees in foreign

countries. It is not even here. If they die abroad, that money is gone with them. It is
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not even possible to recover that money. What we are saying is, bring back all that
money and use it to pay off everyone’s debts. Everyone’s debts must be cleared. He
added that now, you are saying that you do not know any other work. In that case, if
someone creates another job, you do not even have to pay them. They should be
given work suitable for their children’s education. The jobs available in Tamil Nadu
are being done by people coming from other states. The jobs in Tamil Nadu should
be given to the people of this state. When we say this, do we not need all that? Or do
we not? And not only that, | mentioned something else to you, didn’t I1? In this same
area, there is a person named Rengarajan, a native of this place and a relative. They
are living in this area now, settled near Sembattur. He will talk about the people of
this area. All of us here are in this occupation. Even | did stone-breaking work. He
would say, “| have now settled in this area because | married a woman from here.”
Therefore, your demand is reasonable. But there are other ways. Why did we take
up traditional occupations in the past? What does traditional occupation' mean?
Some caste groups were involved in theft, some were in the sex trade, some were
making liquor and they only know this work and asking the government must permit
them to do this because they only know that work? Is this justifiable? He questioned.
At that time, what should the government do? It should create alternative jobs for
these people. He mentioned that we are living in ignorance, we remain unaware.
That is why, whatever the consequences, even if we die, we stubbornly insist that we
will only do this job. If that is the case, we are still slaves. What it means that the
government is still keeping us as slaves. So, what | am saying is, if we take away the
wealth held by the rich and the officials in this country, everyone can live without
working for 35 years. There is no need to do farming, no need to work; everything
will be there. Who is holding all that money? The officials are holding it. Not only that,
do you know what Jagabar Ali from Thirumayam did on the 17" last year? He
submitted details in the Madurai court stating that quarry owners in Pudukkottai
district, without permission, have looted thousands of crores 'of rupees. Do you know
how much was looted? He submitted that 800 crore rupees had been looted and
kept by private individuals. We are saying that this money should be recovered. You
say you will go to the District Collector and threaten to commit suicide or self-
immolate, don’t you? We will also say we will self-immolate. Do you know why? You
are all asking for a different life for us. But for us, we want a healthy life, clean

drinking water, and a life free from diseases. Therefore, you come and demand that
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all the looted money be recovered and returned to us, we will come too. He said that
we will stage a sit-in protest at the District Collector’s office, we will surround the
District Collector’'s office. Instead of that, if we are going to take up only a job in
which we might die, today itself we will go and sit on the road. Let them arrange
alternative employment for us; if not, we will die. We will sit down in this place. If we
sit on the road, let us see whether food comes to this country or not. | am saying
again and again, we are living without knowledge about the environment. He
mentioned that In countries like America, do you know what happens? America is
the country with the largest reserves of petrol, coal, various mineral resources, and
fossil fuels in the world. Yet, even today, they do not extract these resources in their
own country. Do you know what they say? "We will exploit the world, but we will not
extract these resources in our own land. All this should be preserved for our future
generations." But what do we think? We think that our children don't need these
things, our descendants don’t need them, it's enough if we eat and die. We must
reflect on all this as human beings. Without conscience, we should not choose such
work. We should never support quarries like these. If we want to live, if our
descendants are to live, if we are to continue living for generations to come, then you
should come to public hearings like this and fight against these kinds of quarries that
the government tries to bring in, rather than dying like insects at home and he

expressed his opposition opinion for the project.

9. Thiru. Azhaguraj, Sithannavasal

He introduced himself as Alaguraj from Sithannavasal. He said that the sir
who spoke earlier explained it very well. What he said was, “There is fruit here in this
place. If you ask me to pluck this fruit for you, then you should not eat the fruit that is
here. If you eat it, you will die. Somewhere else, there is another fruit hidden, and |
will go and pluck that and give it to you.” It is like that. In such a hidden way, he is
trying to lead us somewhere else, to thorns and stones and trying to destroy us. He
is looking for ways to kill us. We are saying, “This is the fruit, this is what we want.
Only if we pluck this can we eat. Only if we eat this can we survive. This is our
livelihood.” If we keep saying that, it does not get into his head. But he is showing
another reason, pointing to something else, as if to take us somewhere and push us
into an underground drain. He said that Please, sir, you can remain a social activist,

or be whoever you want to be. But please try to understand the feelings of the
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people, understand them and then speak. Our livelihood is not just for our village
alone. Sir, do you know what this livelihood means? In this direction, it extends up to
Keeranur. In that direction, it stretches up to Pudukkottai. If you take the southern
side, it reaches up to Ponnamaravathi. In this direction, it goes as far as Viralimalai.
Even people from beyond Viralimalai, from Tiruchirappalli district, they come to work
in this quarry. Why? Is there no way to survive there? Are there no social activists
there? So many people like you could have given them ideas and created livelihoods
there, couldn’t they? Why, then, are all those people coming here, sir? For what
reason are they coming? he asked. If they come here and earn a living, only then
their wives and children survive. They . get their livelihood from this. Please
understand that first. We are not speaking only for the livelihood of our own village.
In this Pudukkottai district, if you count, nearly 50,000 villages can make a living from
this. This is a continuous chain. This occupation is not an ordinary one. Only those
from Sithannavasal can initiate it. But, people from all the surrounding villages come
here to work, and their wives, children for their livelihood, and their progress have
been sustained by this until now. He informed that the social activists may have said
what you have said. Hereafter, you might say, "You do not need stone or mountains
anymore. We will make you sleep on a soft cotton mattress and feed you well."
Perhaps you might say that. Where have all these social activists been all these
days? Where were you all these years? We have been suffering so much, not just
this village, but so many villages have been struggling. What development or
facilities have you provided for all those people until now? What solution have you
offered them? There is no answer to that and not even a reason, just a question
mark or a full stop until now. This is how we live. This is our livelihood. This is our
income. This is our means of survival. This is a continuous chain of income and how,
you ask? We are the ones who invest in this. Not only do we make the investment,
but we also work ourselves. We break stones and earn from that. From there, we
transport it to other places, to Pudukkottai. The people in Pudukkottai break those
stones. There, ten load men earn their living. In one place alone, there are hundreds
or thousands of such places. From there, one load men earns a living. The stone
workshop owner earns from it. Not just the owner, the driver who drives the lorry also
earns from this. The driver's family and so many other families like his, earn their
livelihoods this way. This is a continuous chain. Understand that first. Even the

government cannot provide the kind of chain income that this work gives. For nearly
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50 years, generation after generation, we have been doing this work. Please do not
take away our means of livelihood. We are struggling a lot. Our situation is extremely
bad. Every day we are just barely surviving, as if dying each day. Without the quarry,
not only us but about 50 surrounding villages, very nearby villages are in such a dire
situation. He added that we are unable to do anything. It is that difficult. Please, we
beg you from the bottom of our hearts, do not take away this livelihood from us. We
are struggling and somehow managing to survive. Please grant us permission. He
expressed his support opinion by stating that please help us operate this quarry in

the best possible way sir.

10. Thiru. Manikandan, Kamarajapuram, Pudukkottai

He introduced himself as Manikandan from Kamarajapuram, Pudukkottai
District. He informed that he is participating in this public hearing meeting to express
his views at the public hearing meeting regarding the proposed stone quarry in
Survey Number 94 (Part 1) of Sithannavasal village, lluppur Taluk, in the name of
Palanichamy Rough stone quarry. He informed that our country has completed 75
years of independence and is now marching proudly toward its centenary. Even after
so many years, when | hear that the people of this village are struggling even for .
their daily food, that their livelihood depends entirely on their hard work, and when |
hear their cries, it brings tears of blood to my heart. It pains and shames me deeply
to think of the politicians and the rulers who have kept our country in such a pathetic
state. He said that he feel extremely ashamed to call himself a citizen of this country.
The officials present here should be ashamed of this. The SEIAA organization and
every member of the committee within it, should be ashamed as well. They are
drawing monthly salaries of several lakhs of rupees, taking bribes, and granting
approvals. It has been openly alleged that the SEIAA committee grants approvals for
such stone quarries by accepting bribes calculating one and a half lakh rupees per
acre. The committee of this SEIAA organization should be ashamed. By accepting
bribes and giving approvals to such quarries in violation of the rules, this SEIAA
committee has caused great harm to the environment of our country. They should be
ashamed for this. He informed that just last year, on January 17, 2024, in this same
Pudukkottai district at Thirumayam, my dear friend and | together filed a complaint
with the District Collector of Pudukkottai on the 13th regarding two stone quarries

accused of carrying out an 800-crore rupee scam. On the 17th, they hit him onto a
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lorry and killed him. This is something to be ashamed of. Every citizen should feel
ashamed to be living in a country where such things happen. Even after 75 years of
independence, it is the people who build the nation. In a country that claims to be a
democracy, where it is said that the people are everything then how can it be that
hundreds of people come forward saying they are struggling even for food and have
no means for work? Everyone should feel pained by this situation. In such a
situation, this is the state of our country is in. He added that nowadays, all the laws
and regulations related to these stone quarries have changed a lot. In the past,
individuals could go and break stones, like how they used to show in old movies
where people broke stones in jail with a hammer. If anyone tried to operate a quarry
like that now, without proper approval, the permission would be cancelled. That kind
of manual breaking is no longer allowed. Today, there are many rules stating that
only with proper equipment like hammers, jackhammers, and explosives the stones
should be quarried. Only then such a quarry be operated according to the rules. He
mentioned that here, hundreds of people are sitting, depending on this for their
livelihood. Yet, the company that presented its project here says that only 15 people
will get jobs. We simply cannot understand how this is fair, when hundreds of people
rely on this quarry for their livelihood and are asking for approval, but only 15 jobs
are being promised by a quarry. For a stone quarry that provides jobs to 15 people,
11 technical persons are coming just to assist the job. None of the people here know
anything about technical work; they are all just hard laborers. The question everyone
has is, how can all these people be given work from just 15 jobs, and how will their
livelihoods be ensured? It is surprising and concerning to them. | do not understand
how the SEIAA organization is going to address this. | also do not understand how
the officials present here are viewing this situation. If everyone here says, “We are all
owners, we want a share in this,” then the women here could form a women's self-
help group, and through that group, they could approach the District Collector and
ask for permission to run the stone quarry on government wasteland, following all
legal procedures. If the women's self-help group operated the quarry in this way,
then 20 or even 200 people could become owners. But here, there are only two
owners; one is Muthukumar and the other is Palanisamy. There are only two
companies. How can the rest of the people have a share in this? This raises the
question of where this stone quarry is heading in terms of legality. He mentioned that

If just two people take over and everyone else here is told they have a share, that is

13



a deception. What you are doing is illegal. Already, many illegal activities have been
taking place in this manner, and | am raising the question of whether this too is going
to be carried out the same way. | have not come here to speak out of emotion or for
any other reason. First, | want to clearly state something here: If you look at this
place, you will find Jain monks who lived in the 5th century BCE, 2,500 years ago.
The beds used by those Jain monks from 2,500 years ago are here. Not only that,
this is also the place where many Jain monks were buried with stone markers.
Sithannavasal is a place with large stone slabs, where huge standing stones were
erected even before inscriptions were carved on stones. This is a site of ancient
megaliths. Thousands of years ago, our Tamils, our ancestors, whose intellectual
achievements the world admires even today who lived here. This is the land where
Jain monks, who taught the world about knowledge and philosophy, lived and taught
as a community. He added that these monks lived here as teachers who shared
wisdom with society. Even the temple here is called "Arivar Koil" (Temple of the
Wise). The temple in Sithannavasal is known as "Arivar Koil." Such a proud heritage
site is Sithannavasal, with its Jain caves, rock paintings, and inscriptions, it is an
ancient archaeological center. Yet, the EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment)
report says there will be no impact on this heritage. If blasting is carried out here, the
resulting vibrations and dust will cause severe damage to the rock paintings. This is
my accusation. Neither the ASI (Archaeological Survey of India) nor the State
Archaeology Department has provided any clear no-objection certificate regarding
this in any of the documents. None of this is included in the EIA (Environmental
Impact Assessment) report that they have submitted. He stated that this has all been
concealed as a major cover-up. Likewise, there are many water bodies located very
close within just 500 meters. There are more than 20 water bodies in the surrounding
area, which is also against the regulations. | want to specifically point this out.
Regarding the impact on forests and wildlife, they have not conducted a thorough
study at all. There are protected forests within a radius of 4 to 8 kilometebrs, such as
the Narthamélai Reserve Forest and Kudumiyanmalai Reserve Forest. Yet, they
have claimed that there is no wildlife impact, even though their study period was only
three months. From February to April is the season when various species adapt and
migrate from one place to another. Whether walking animals, reptiles, or birds, all of
them move from here to there, searching for water and food. However, they have

conducted their study for just three months and have not comprehensively recorded
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these facts; their scientific assessment is incomplete and lacking. Therefore, this
study is unacceptable. Next, regarding cluster mining, they have mentioned it under
category B1. However, they have not properly evaluated the cumulative impact of all
the nearby quarries within a 500-meter radius. While they have discussed
transportation dust and noise separately, they have not addressed the overall
cumulative impact. This assessment is mandatory and must be included. Not doing
so goes against the intent of the Environment Impact Assessment Notification 20086.
When it comes to air, noise, and pollution, they have concealed the ground reality.
Even though it is claimed that PM10 and PM2.5 levels are within permissible limits,
the number of vehicles passing through due to the quarry’s transportation connecting
National Highways and State Highways will be excessively high for a rural area.
There has been no genuine study on the health impacts for children, the elderly, or
farmers. What diseases are currently present? What is the present health condition?
What was the health status five years ago, and what will it be five years from now?
Such studies must be conducted, but these have not been done at all. There has
been no real assessment. This is being carried out on government wasteland, which
is meant for public use in the village. This land is suited for water catchment, grazing,
and environmental protection not for private quarrying. Since it is a rocky area, it
plays a key role in protecting the environment. Converting this into a private quarry is
against public interest. Therefore, environmental clearance should not be granted for
this stone quarry project. We are placing a demand before the government to
declare Sithannavasal as a Heritage Sensitive Zone. Only after conducting a
comprehensive new EIA with a one-year study can this project even be considered
for further investigation. | would like to state this clearly. Studies on archaeology,
hydrogeology, cumulative impact, and independent expert assessments are all
necessary. None of these have been included in their report. Therefore, a complete
assessment is required for this project. As comrade Paari 'mentioned, this should not
become the hereditary occupation for the people living here. Today, the Dravidian
model government proclaims and upholds social justice. Why do we emphasize
social justice? For the past 50 years, people here have been toiling in the same
occupation breaking stones and suffering for their livelihood. This government must
pay attention to their situation and, in the spirit of social justice, implement a special
scheme in this region to provide these people with a better means of livelihood by

stating this he expressed his opposition views on the project.
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11. Tmt. Vasuki, Sithannavasal

She introduced herself as Vasugi from Sithannavasal. She stated that now, in
response to those who have repeatedly asked, "How can we survive without food in
our stomachs? How can we make a living?" She said that she raise the same
question: How can we survive if we do not have the means to live? They say, "l will
protect, | will protect,” but how is it possible to protect us? Only if there is work and
only if we can eat then we survive. How can anyone protect us just by saying so?
Only if there is work, we can survive. She added that in sithannavasal, like birds in a
nest, everyone lives together in unity and benefits together. If you keep saying you
won't give us the quarry, what will these people do? We need the quarry. Only if the
quarry is given to us we can make a living. If you deny us the quarry and treat us like
this, everyone here will be left with nothing and some may even have to sell the thali
to survive. Yet, we all live together in unity and share everything in Sithannavasal.
She requested that to help us in a positive way and grant us the quarry, so that we

can make a living here and expressed her support opinion for the project.

12. Thiru. Ponnusamy, Sithannavasal

He said that it is fair that our social activists have expressed their general
points of view for the quarry, designated as number 94, covers a total area of 11.75
hectares. He stated that from what | know, since the beginning, we have always
used this land lawfully and in accordance with the rules. Not even for a single day or
moment have the people here acted in violation of the law. We take contracts in the
names of individuals and use the land collectively. You say that this is illegal, but we
are using it according to the regulations. Every five years, we divide the 11.75
hectares and contract out the elevated portion in the name of each auction winner.
These contracts have been taken in the names of people from Sithannavasal itself. If
you wish, you can check their property values and their growth for yourself. No one
here is making a living as an individual. This is the point we want to emphasize. He
added that at the same time, it is not that everyone goes and works inside the
quarry. From the quarry, about ten people work to extract stones and place them
nearby for cutting, and another ten people work as loading men to transport the
stones out. That is how the livelihoods here function and not everyone goes inside
the quarry and sits there breaking stones. We rely on manpower for these tasks. We

use explosives very minimally, not like others elsewhere. He mentioned that we are
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not criticizing the struggles of those who are protesting. The social activists are
expressing reasonable points, and we must acknowledge their concerns. But what
about our livelihoods? How can we accept this when we have no other means of
survival? If you say that the quarry should be shut down today, none of the people
here are millionaires. Let them show us a better way to live. The activists are also
speaking for our welfare. At the same time, we invite you to come and inspect the
areas in and around the quarry of our village. Until now, no one has ever complained
about land being filled up with soil, water channels being blocked, ponds being
affected, or agricultural lands being damaged because of the quarry. People from
nearby villages like Puduppatti, Koothinipatti, and Nallammalchathiram have never
come forward to say they were affected by the quarry or that groundwater levels
have decreased. He added that if anyone complains that their water channels have
been encroached upon, then it would be fair for you to sit here and discuss these
issues. For the government to receive a just opinion, everyone should go around and
ask people in the area from one boundary to the other. Ask at any tea stall or tiffin
shop; there is neither any business nor any trade here. Only if there is some means
of livelihood can this village as a whole survive. He informed that we are making
efforts, step by step, to sustain ourselves. Even we cannot continue in this
occupation for another five years. We cannot bring the next generation into this work
either. That is the situation we are in now. If we are to continue this for the next five
years, you must grant us proper permission. Please go and investigate further if
needed. Social activists have done a lot of good work in many places, and we cannot
criticize them. In places like the hydrocarbon project in Neduvasal and elsewhere,
they have led many protests and achieved good things for the people. Even at
Koodankulam, they have fought tirelessly. There is nothing wrong with that. We
accept all their reasonable demands. At the same time, they should also accept our
side of the argument. If you say immediately, "You are violating the rules; you have
taken permission for four people and forty are working inside," this is not a violation
of rules, this is survival. There is a big difference between what is legal and what is
illegal. We are simply asking for a way to make a living. If you come and show us a
way to become millionaires, we would be happy for that to happen. My opinion is
that, even now, anyone here can go and investigate anywhere in the surrounding
area after this meeting is over and there is still time. If you think that everyone here is

wealthy, running big businesses, and that this is a different kind of quarry that you
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should protest against, please understand that this is not a private quarry or a
crusher owned by a single person. If such places exist, you can protest against
those. But this is a stone quarry run by manual labor, by human effort, and for
human livelihood. There is nothing wrong in expressing your opinions about this, and
we accept that. But please think deeply and consider that this is our livelihood. What
are we going to achieve by blaming the government? Will the government come and
do something good for us tomorrow? If we leave this today, we have no idea what
we will do for food tomorrow. What is the use in blaming the government? The
government will change only when it decides to. If it does not change, we cannot
make it change. Let things change when they are meant to. Today, this is our only
means of livelihood. So, | do not object to anyone arguing from their own
perspective, nor | am placing blame on the officials. What we want is simply our
livelihood. Therefore, | request that all of you go out and properly investigate the real
situation, and then come to a clear decision. Also, another point is that this quarry is
divided into 11 hectares, and it is not being excavated as a single pit. Every five
years, the quarry is operated through auctions and last time, | was the auction
holder. If you check the value of my property now, you'll see it has not increased,; it is
just the same. There is nothing special about it. For people to make a living, we are
following the proper government regulations. We have not violated the rules and no
one is digging 5 feet on paper and actually excavating 50 feet like some others do.
We have not even gone up to 50 feet in total. This contract system has been running
for almost 30 years, doing five years on one side, another five years on the other,
and so on, in a fair manner. This is just one more five-year term. Even this, we will
not be able to continue for much longer. Even if you ask us, we will not let our
children come into this line of work. Let this end with us. He stated that our children
are studying Well, and we are sending them to study outside. All of us are making
sure our children get an education elsewhere. We will never ask them to do this work
or suffer from this dust. Also, as a Panchayat president, | can say that in the five
years this quarry has been operating, there has not been a single problem due to
dust. There have been no complaints. The groundwater level has not decreased in
any way. That may apply to other quarries, but it does not apply to ours. It is wrong
to generalize and talk about us. We are all ordinary people. You can have
discussions with those who are more directly involved, but we just want a livelihood.

Like you, we also want our village to do well, we want ourselves to do well, and we
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want the country to do well. We are not a group that wants only our own benefit, or
that only we should survive, or only we should cheat. So, we kindly request you and
the officials as well: even if this discussion goes on, please understand the truth. We
have already won the auction and paid the money. Now, to break stones, we need
permission from the Pollution Control Board. We ask for your support. We will always
stand with those who work for the public good that is the truth and expressed his

support opinion for the project.

13. Tmt. Kokarnam, Sithannavasal
She introduced herself as Kokarnam, Sithannavasal. She expressed her

heartfelt thanks to the RDO, Tahsildar, the police officer and to all our brothers and
sisters present here and she stated that many quarries in Pudukkottai district have
been closed. Some are still operating. However, the quarry known as Kézhugumalai
has been closed for the past five years. People are living in poverty now, not even
able to get work under the 100-day employment scheme. Therefore, the soceity
humbly requests the authorities and social workers to reopen this quarry, at least for
five years, and to ensure the livelihood of the people and conveyed his support

opinion for the project.

14. Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environment Protection Movement

He introduced himself as Mugilan, Coordinator of the Tamil Nadu
Environmental Protection Movement. He informed that in Pudukottai district, lluppur
taluk, Sithanhavasal village, permission has been sought by Palanichamy to set up a
rough stone quarry over 2.83 hectares (7 acres), in Survey Number 94 (Part 1). He
expressed his greetings to the respected lluppur Revenue Divisional Officer, who is
the chairperson of this public hearing, to the District Environmental Engineer who is
presiding over and conducting this event, to the lluppur Tahsildar, to the police
officers, to various government officials from different departments, to the quarry
owners, to those brought here by the quarry owners, to the social activists
participating with social concern, and to the journalists, and to everyone present
here. He stated that a public hearing for the quarry is not about how many people
support or oppose the quarry. Is this rough stone quarry in accordance with the law?
Is this quarry operating according to the law? Because, as far as this country and its

laws are concerned, everyone in power has certain responsibilities. The project
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designer previously showed us only whether this quarry is legally compliant.
However, in his project report, he has hidden many true facts about this quarry and
has provided misleading data. He mentioned that in the revenue department
documents, information about odai, ponds, and borewells has all been concealed
and not shown. Specifically, in Survey Number 94, Part 1, where this Palanichamy
Quarry is proposed, a odai runs right through the quarry site. This has also been
shown in the field map. It is also shown in the combined sketch. Within this quarry
field itself, there is a odai. | thought this would be mentioned during the discussion.
No one from our village has said that there is no such odai. But in the revenue
department documents, the responsible officers both the RDO and the Tahsildar
have clearly shown it. They have shown that there is a odai within the quarry land.
Not only that, if you look at the eastern side of the quarry field, in Irumpali
Panchayat, Survey Number 82, at a distance of 35 meters, and in its eastern Survey
Number 16, there is a odai at 35 meters. Likewise, on the western side of the quarry
field, in Sithannavasal village, Survey Number 93, there is a odai at 45 meters. None
of this has been shown. He mentioned that all of these facts have been completely
hidden, and this report has been prepared in a fraudulent manner. So many people
have invested money here. The officials shguld have told the truth in the report. The
project designer should have stated the facts. However, this report has been
prepared in a misleading way. He added that even in the past, such regulations have
been followed only to a very minimal extent. After 2018, when the production of
artificial stones and M-sand began in the quarries, a large number of irregular and
illegal quarries have been oper‘ating. This is not only something that the Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu spoke about during his election campaign in Karur, but also,
when people like Mugilan speak out against these issues, false cases are filed
against them. They are imprisoned. He added that Minister Vijayabaskar as being
involved in this, and at that time, the Chief Minister sought votes by referring to this
matter. In Karur, Tuticorin, and Tirunelveli, the Chief Minister specifically mentioned
people like us by name when seeking votes. Thiru. Senthil Balaji, who was present
there, was not mentioned; neither was Thiru. Appavu from Tuticorin and Tirunelveli.
The reason is they belongs to his party. But for us, there is no bias toward any party.
If something is done right, we appreciate it. If there are shortcomings or mistakes, we
point them out. On that basis, as far as this quarry field is concerned, there are odai

on the east and west sides in three places around the quarry field. That is why | am
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speaking here strictly from a legal standpoint regarding this quarry. There is no room
here for personal preferences like yours or mine. Only the law matters, and based on
the law, permission cannot be granted for this. He said that anyone may have
already signed in support of granting permission, but after these facts are presented,
neither the RDO will say anything, nor will the Tahsildar or the Village Administrative
Officer here, because they too would then become complicit in this offense.
Therefore, this is not a minor issue. Water bodies will be affected. Even if you bribe
SEIAA or the Minister and manage to get approval, let me remind you once again
that two quarries in the Minister Raghupathi's own village, Lakshmipuram, were
closed on these very grounds just four months ago in 2023. He mentioned that in
Aruppukottai as well, a quarry was closed for hiding and not showing the
watercourse. | mention this to raise awareness. Whoever it is, if everything is done
lawfully, neither Mugilan nor anyone else will object. Based on the rules, only the
general impacts can be discussed. | do not know the face of this individual named
Palanichamy of this quarry. He added that there are government documents, and we
have come here to state what is recorded in those government documents.
Therefore, there is a odai here, just as one of our friends mentioned. Some say, “We
are in the village; all that is more than 500 meters away.” Sir, you are -saying-there is
a pond at a distance of 200-300 meters, but it has been clearly shown in the map. In
Survey Number 93, at a distance of 200 meters, there is a Periyakulam. We are not
just talking vaguely about something far from the quarry’s boundary. We are not
making claims about a pond being at 200 meters or about water being present
without evidence. All of these are documented. He mentioned that these details are
in the government records, since there are ponds located within 200 meters and 500
meters, permission cannot be granted. Therefore, this quarry cannot be permitted.
The Panchayat President is present here. Likewise, within a 500-meter radius, there
are many borewells. Therefore, permission cannot be granted. Similarly, if you look
around here, there are temporary houses surrounding the quarry field. He stated that
we have also captured this using Google Maps. If you see, in Survey Numbers 233,
236, 287, 248, and 293 all of these are shown on the northwest side of the quarry.
We have taken this as a Google map image, using the latitude and longitude details
you provided, and created a KML file. This is a government document. There are so
many houses here. Even if these are not recognized houses, since they exist as

temporary houses, permission for this quarry cannot and should not be given
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according to the law. Likewise, if you look from the quarry boundary, as per the rules,
there should be a gap of 10 meters from the neighboring property. They have also
shown this in their mining plan, and in their PowerPoint presentation, they have
marked it in green. He mentioned that on page 39, they have indicated in green that
they will plant trees, leaving a gap, and that there will be a 10-meter buffer zone. But,
if you look at the actual situation and examine this quarry, or if you see the map
provided, you will find that on the southern side of the quarry, no buffer has been left.
If you look at the Gyoogle images based on the given latitude and longitude,
according to the plan they have pfovided, on the southern boundary of the quarry,
not even a centimeter of space has been left as a gap, as per the latitude and
longitude. He stated that the law is the same for everyone. This is not only for those
like Muthukumar and Palanichamy who are here, but also for Mugilan and all the
officials from various departments present here. On this basis, this quarry is not in a
condition to operate legally. What everyone here is asking is: it is wrong that the
officials have auctioned the land, and it is wrong that the project designer has given
such a false report. As | mentioned earlier, when you obtain permission for this
quarry, you sign a declaration stating that if you provide false information in the
report, your license will be cancelled. He said that what has been shown now is not
something that can be corrected. Some issues can be rectified, but this is not
something that can be fixed. They themselves stated that even if we provide any
false or incorrect information, our license will be revoked. On this basis, so many
false information have been concealed. Therefore, based on the law, this quarry
cannot and should not be granted permission. Even if permission is given, it will get
cancelled. They have taken this on auction by paying 83 lakh rupees. Now, even if
someone spends crores of rupees here or there and get permission for this, if just
one person goes to court, it will get cancelled. It is not like how it was in the past.
Nowadays, many people are aware of the impacts and are taking action on various
matters. | am mentioning all the present leaders here. Do everything according to the
law, if Sithannavasal is affected, that is the general public’s opinion, not just ours.
There must be a technical committee to be formed and a government order shall be
issued with a three-kilometer buffer zone. He said that we are expressing our wish
that the government order should be issued. Previously, as soon as the new
government came to power, they declared a one-kilometer zone around

archaeological sites; now, it has been changed to 500 meters. So, if you ask what
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we are saying, it is this: Legally, this quarry should not exist; according to the law,
this quarry should not be permitted. Similarly, out of 45 required mandatory
documents, 30 types of documents are missing. Also, the Terms of Reference (TOR)
for this quarry was given only on 01.03.2025, but they started that the survey was
conducted as early as February 1st. Not only that, regarding air pollution, as |
mentioned, in the previous quarry report, | oversighted this point. In this quarry
report, they have claimed to have conducted air quality survey at seven locations. If
you ask what those seven locations are, they mention that as government school,
temple, and similar places. This is what they list as the seven places where air
quality was tested. You can verify this in just a minute. If the RDO or Tahsildar here
asks about the EB meter readings at those locations, you'll see that even private
readings are not available; these seven places were only listed in their PPT. | don’t
know on which page. Out of the seven places, three or four are schools and two are
Vinayakar temples. He mentioned that it is enough to check whether power was
supplied there at that time. They have mentioned February, March, and April as the
months when the survey was conducted. If you check the electricity readings from
last February to this February, it will be clear. The electricity consumption should
have increased during those three months, February, March, and April. We are
saying that this is not the case. You must question the fact that such fraudulent
surveys have been conducted without any proper assessment. He added that all of
this is your money, you are giving your money to a company. But if the company
does not act honestly and provides such fraudulent documents, your money will be
wasted. The money you have invested will be lost. So, check and see where these
locations are. Therefore, at all seven locations, take the readings and give us the
details. All these are government schools, so if you check the EB readings, you will
know what was recorded. In the PPT, on page 30, they have shown these s'even
locations. For the proposed quarry site, they have reported on page 30 that air
quality survey were conducted at seven locations: Udayandipatti Government
School, Muthamizh Park, Vinayagar Temple in Sithuppatti, Vinayagar Temple in
Velangudipatti, St. Antony’s Church in Madhuthupatti, and Government Higher
Secondary School in Maruthanthalai. Therefore, please investigate whether they
genuinely took readings at all these seven locations. Because they have deceived so
many people. If this company has acted in such a manner, then blacklist this

company. Since they have provided fraudulent documents regarding the quarry,' they
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should be blacklisted. In fact, due to the submission of such fraudulent documents, in-
Karur, the District Collector Prabhu Shankar had already ordered in 2022-2023 that
company should not be allowed to conduct surveys. Therefore, what we are saying
is that this is social property. A quarry is not anyone’s private property; even if it is on
private patta land, it is still social property. Since this is on government land, it falls
under the category of poramboke in government records. In the revenue department
documents, these 30 acres have been divided into four parts. You need to verify
whether this survey has actually been conducted, because after spending lakhs and
crores of rupees, these people may end up with no quarry at all. So, | am bringing to
your attention that this must be done immediately. He informed that also, this area is
already a place that has experienced earthquakes. Manapparai is in this region.
Similarly, they spoke about road damage here, some claim the quarry owners have
given money to the panchayat for roads, and they are supposed to give 5 lakh
rupees to the school. They say our roads haven't been damaged at all, that no
vehicle above ten tons has traveled on them, but no one will actually say this. The
reason is, none of it is true. When loaded onto a six-wheeler vehicle, it carries 24
tons. From your quarry, nothing is transported by tractor; only six-wheeler vehicles
are used. On a six-wheeler, only 10 tons are supposed to be carried. On panchayat
roads, loads above 10 tons should not be transported. There is a four-kilometer
stretch of panchayat road for this quarry. Constructing one kilometer of panchayat
road costs between 50 lakh to one crore rupees, national and state highways cost
from 5 crores to 210 crores, and district roads cost between 2 crores to 5 crores, this
is all taxpayers’ money. What are private individuals doing with so much money? If
quarry owners claim, "We are doing good, it's the other quarries that do wrong," then
you should have opposed such actions, shouldn’t you? He questioned. If you had
. spoken out against these wrongdoings, everyone would have supported you. Failing
to acknowledge mistakes and crimes is itself a major offense. In society, we carry
responsibilities. Right in front of us, loads are being carried away. If a road is laid, it
gets worn out within three months. A road that is supposed to last eight years is
destroyed in three years. There is a Supreme Court order regarding this and it states
that a fine should be imposed if more than one ton is carried, a fine of 20,000 rupees
is to be imposed, and for every additional ton, a fine of 2,000 rupees per ton. After
offloading the excess load, another vehicle should come and collect it. However,

none of these rules are being followed. If anyone had questioned this, we would
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have welcomed it. Honestly, what necessity is there for me to come from somewhere
else and speak to you here? Your village could potentially gain a profit of one crore
rupees. He added that you may say that a hundred people are contributing and so
many are receiving shares. But just because of this quarry, ten crore rupees worth of
damage is being done to the road. Who is responsible for this? How will it be
regulated? Is there any system in place? Will anyone ask about it? He questioned. -
Not only that, but | repeat, instead of artificial sand called M-sand as an alternative to
river sand, the Tamil Nadu government should, as it has already announced in water
resource department Government Orders, import natural river sand from foreign
countries ranging from 5 lakh metric tons to 15 lakh metric tons. He informed that
already, when we stopped the mineral sand quarry in 2013, the same things were
said there. Even there, no one left the village. When the granite quarry was shut
down-in Madurai, people did not leave there either. What we are saying is that the
government has responsibilities, and we must question the government. If the
government does something wrong, we must question it. We should question those
who come seeking votes, from the Panchayat President to the Prime Minister. He
mentioned that we asked such questions in hydrocarbon protest, we asked in
Pisanathur protest, we asked in the Sterlite protest, we asked in tungsten protest,
and those were fulfilled. Likewise, questions must be asked here as well. Similarly,
these wrongdoings must be questioned. You yourself are saying that all other
quarries have done wrong and that you have not done so which is good. All other
quarries must be investigated, and action must be taken. If you do not ask, then
atleast ask for the sake of these people, and what can be given must be given. He
stated that this government can provide three lakh rupees, and it is the responsibility
of the local leaders, party functionaries, and those with social responsibility to ensure
that such employment opportunities are created. What we are speaking about is not
just for the thousand people of Sithannavasal, but for the eight crore people of Tamil
Nadu. We are speaking on behalf of them. We will make this happen; if we unite, we
can make it happen. It's nothing big. We will protest; if everyone comes together and
raises their voice, that is enough. That is how we stopped the Neduvasal
hydrocarbon project. So, as far as the problem and its solution are concerned, we
are not talking about when it will happen. We have talked about the impacts. The
impacts are ongoing, and have continued up to now. Because of the polluted air,

children are developing diabetes; if you have asthma, the quarry is one reason; if a
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child has diabetes, the quarry is one reason; if there is infertility, that is also a
reason. We need to realize that there are different reasons for each effect. Likewise,
immediate attention must be given to installing fences around all quarries. If you are
imposing fines on all quarries, that is a good thing, and we welcome it. Now, even
during the peace committiee meetings, the Stone Quarry Owners’ Association is in
discussions with the government. They are negotiating to reduce the penalty amount
from 15 times to just two, three, or five times. Our question is: if a penalty of 1,750
rupees is imposed, even just in Pudukkottai, it would amount to 50 crore rupees. He
mentioned that our question is, they are extracting stone from the quarries. You
cannot just dig and take the stone with a JCB like you do with river sand, nor can you
cart it away with a bullock cart. To extract stone, blasting must be done; for blasting,
explosives are necessary. They themselves have said that with one kilo of
explosives, you can mine six tons of stone. Earlier, a quarry would have six or seven
lakh tons, but this quarry may have as much as ten lakh tons. If one kilo of
explosives yields six tons of stone and one lorry carries 24 tons, then for one lorry,
four kilos of explosives are needed. This much explosive must be obtained legally. If
you impose a penalty say, for five lakh or two lakh cubic meters, the RDO will
impose it, so | am bringing this to his attention if you impose a penalty for one lakh
cubic meters, then for that, 100 tons, 50 tons, that is, ten lorries' worth of explosives
are being brought illegally into the quarry. Last time in Delhi, during checking 2,000
kilos of explosives exploded in Kashmir and seven people died. He said that here, in
a single quarry, there are 100 to 200 tons of explosives being stored. This is a very
serious matter, sir. This is a coastal district, and such a large amount of illegal
explosives are being used here. If illegal explosives are used, the authority to take
action lies with everyone from the police inspector to the SP, from the Tahsildar to
the District Collector, and also with the Central Government's Director General of
Mines Safety (DGMS). Thousands of tons of explosives are being used illegally in
our district. Please take action on this. The evidence for this is the penalties that
have been imposed. He mentioned that | am not saying this as speculation, | am
speaking based on the facts. You are imposing penalties of one time, two times, or
fifteen times. To extract this much volume, where did all that explosive come from?
He questioned. Action must be taken on this, please do something. Otherwise, we
will have to go to court and obtain an order. | am repeatedly stressing to investigate

where these explosives are coming from. He added that we are telling the Pollution
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Control Board to ask for the receipts for the purchase of NONEL explosives, and we
are asking the Department of Mining to do the same. The authority to monitor
explosives does not lie with them, nor with the Department of Mining, but it actually
lies with the Revenue Department and the Police Department. Please collect the
details: see how much explosive is being purchased each day, and how much stone
is being quarried. If you use a drone to survey, it will be clear, won’t it? He
questioned. A judge has asked why no action has been taken regarding illegal
explosives. What | mentioned is about a the Ramakrishnan quarry at Kodangi
Palayam, which had 810 tons. The judge said, “Quarry operators are killing as like
cutting into Mother Earth’s chest and drinking her blood.” Moreover, the judge
ordered that the owner of that quarry be arrested. Justice Varun Chakravarthy
asked, "Why haven't you filed a criminal case? You have only imposed a fine. Why
hasn’t a criminal case been registered?" Therefore, you must act according to the
law. | am not speaking only about this quarry, but in general. In this case, when this
quarry is to be dug to a depth of 47 meters (165 feet), there are nearly 40 to 50 lakes
within a 10-kilometer radius around this quarry. At just 200 meters away, there is a
large lake calied Periyakulam. He mentioned that If this quarry is established, all this
water will be lost. He said that 1,000 acres are being irrigated. If so, then 1,000 acres
of irrigation will be destroyed. They have said before that they have dug to a depth of
27 meters. Now, in the documents, it says they are going to dig to 48 meters. We
have not measured it with a drone, but that lake is already finished. He stated that
Pudukkottai district is famous for its lakes and irrigation. The livelihood of
Pudukkottai district depends mainly on lake and tank irrigation. The duty and
responsibility to protect these water bodies lies with all public representatives, the
government, the people, and activists. Therefore, action must be taken to protect
them. With regard to this Palanichamy quarry, please understand one thing clearly.
Everything spoken here has been recorded. For any quarry, only the person
concerned should be the owner. If applying as a partnership, it must be a joint
company. If it is to be done together by everyone here, an internal lease agreement
must be executed. If a quarry is leased and persons not included in the lease use it,
the quarry license will be cancelled and you have stated this yourself. Therefore,
based on the testimonies given by the people here, this quarry should not be granted
approval according to the law. If this goes to court, it will be immediately dismissed

on this point alone. Many self-help groups in Pudukkottai have been allotted
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government land for this purpose. There are several such quarries. But this is illegal.
This is a violation of the law. Previously, things like wine shops would be taken on
lease, and those within the village would collect money as a group. Like that, it is
repeatedly said that the government itself should take over and run the quarries as
well. With regard to this quarry, several legal regulations have been violated,
permission cannot be granted for this. More importantly, the greatest pride of Tamil
Nadu is Sithannavasal. Since this quarry is proposed to be established in
Sithannavasal village itself, the Palanichamy Quarry is not eligible to operate legally.
The required permission cannot be granted by the police controlling authority or the
revenue department. The SEIAA in Chennai, which includes IAS and IPS officers,
and the Member Secretary, along with the technical committee consisting of
professors and PhD holders from Anna University, IIT, and Annamalai University, are
the only ones who form this committee. Those who are part of this committee will
observe what we are saying. Already, for the mistakes done in the past, you have
admitted them to us. You have openly confessed to us that you have committed
mistake. When we protested, you admitted that everything done was wrong and that
it only happened because bribes were taken which is not in secret, but in the
presence of six intelligence officers. Today, you spoke in front of Senthilkumar sir,
who is eligible for the position of Chief Secretary. In such a situation, we are telling
you that, with regard to this quarry, all the rules have been violated. As Narayana
Perumal, Secretary of the Quarry Owners' Association already said, permission for a
quarry is obtained by paying amounts ranging from 15 lakh to 50 lakh rupees, and
sometimes even 2 crore rupees to ministers. Even if obtained, this quarry is still not
eligible to operate according to the law. He mentioned that we are clearly informing
all SEIAA officials, as well as the IAS, IPS, and PhD holders in the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority who are reviewing this, that if you grant
permission for this quarry with so many violations and without fulfilling the required
legal criteria, you too could face imprisonment. Recently, an IAS officer in Gujarat
was arrested and jailed for similar reasons and this could happen to you as well.
Therefore, to avoid such consequences, only quarries that comply with the law
should be permitted. Since this quarry does not meet legal requirements, permission
cannot and should not be granted by saying this he expressed his opposition opinion
for the project.
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15. Thiru. M. Murugesan, S/o. Muthukaalai, Sithannavasal

He introduced himself as M. Murugesan, S/o. Muthukkalai, from
Sithannavasal, Pudukkottai district. He stated that Sir saying the C. Palanichamy
stone quarry is severely affecting the odai. But, no odai here has been affected by
this stone quarry. The water flow from here goes properly to the lakes. Using the
water that reaches those lakes, all the people are able to farm well. He added that
agriculture here depends only on the rainfall we receive. At other times, we are
unable to do farming. During such periods, we face food shortages. When such food
shortages occur, we take up stone breaking work. Next, sir mentioned that the
government is building houses for everyone. They say houses are being built
because of this. | am not saying the government does not build houses, they do. He
added that the government only gives a certain amount as initial support, that is, one
lakh rupees as investment. But how are we supposed to manage the remaining
expenses? Through agriculture alone, | cannot build a complete house. As fa_r as our
district and our village are concerned, only stone-breaking work is possible for us.
That is why, by doing this stone-breaking work in the quarry, we are able to earn
some essential income, and it is with that money that we build our homes. Sir
mentioned that the government will waive off gold loans and advised us not to take
gold loans. The government does give relief for gold loans, but not to everyone, only
to those who are eligible. It is given only to those with five sovereigns or less; it is not
given to all. He stated that today, if you want to get your daughter married, people
ask whether you are giving ten or twenty sovereigns. The price of gold has gone
beyond one lakh rupees. In such a situation, people here cannot depend on
agriculture alone. This is the only occupation we have. Only if we do this work can
we improve our agriculture. Moreover, sir mentioned that, according to CBSE
records, children are developing diabetes. That is, it cannot be said that diabetes is
coming because of the dust or minerals present here. In the old days, our
grandparents worked hard and ate porridge, millet, and local foods, and they lived
beyond a hundred years. But nowadays, children eat burgers, pizzas, cakes, bread,
and drink cool drinks. Consuming such foods leads to all kinds of issues. He said
that if any iliness occurs, people immediately say to take some medicine for it, and
then they ‘go back to farming. Because of these kinds of foods, problems like
diabetes, high blood pressure, BP, and heart attacks may occur. However, there are

no chances for such issues to occur in this area due to the dust from this quarry.
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None of our children have experienced these problems. Next, it is said that
Periyakulam will be affected. We have not faced any issues in Periyakulam. The
water from it flows downwards. It is said that the water is going into the quarry, but
there is no possibility of that happening. All the rainwater flows through the odai and
eventually reaches the lake, as we have constructed proper inlets for it. Moreover,
the presidents and treasurers of our panchayat bring in funds to maintain and clean
these odai. Because of this, there has never been any incident of water stagnation or
landslides here, nor is there any likelihood of such things happening. Next, sir says:
‘Leave this work and take up government jobs, or do some other work, or start a
business,” as suggested by our social activist sir. He mentioned that It's a good
suggestion, and we accept it. But in the past, in a family, there would be only one
person out of ten who was educated. Today, in every family, five or six people are
educated, but not everyone gets a government job. Even in the same textbooks, it is
said: “Learn a businees; do not worry, be prepared.” Today, just getting an education
* is not enough; you also have to learn to do business. Looking at it this way, even
during my father's and grandfather's time, they learned a skilled trade. We have
continued this as an occupation, and we are pursuing it now. Because of this, we
have not faced any problems. Therefore, with regard to this Palanichamy stone
quarry, so far there have been no chances of any pollution or other issues arising.
That is why | am requesting that this quarry be established for us as soon as
possible, so that our livelihoods can continue to improve, and | ask that all of you

support us in this. This is the supportive opinion | wish to record.

16. Tmt. Anjalai, Sithannavasal

She introduced herself as Anjalai from Sithannavasal. She stated that sir,
after we have been talking for so long, after the people have debated and struggled,
in the end, you come and say “permission cannot be given” and leave. How the
people who spoke all this time supposed to survive? How are we supposed to live,
sir? She questioned. We need the stone quarry. Only if the quarry exists can we
survive. She stated that men from our house go for work for a month or two at a
time. Even if someone dies, no one knows; even if there is a festival, no one knows:
whether we are alive or not, no one knows. Everyone is just going on like this,
without any compassion. Please have mercy and grant us the quarry, everyone is

asking for it. She said that we want the quarry. We are trying to support a girl child;
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only if that girl child survives, things will be good. If that girl child is ruined, will it be
good? she asked. Likewise, only if we have the quarry can we make a IiVing. There
is no harm to the lake or the hill from the quarry. She added that we have been
working for so many years, and there has never been any problem and expressed

~her support opinion for the project.

17. Tmt. Kannamal, Sithannavasal

She introduced herself as Kannammal, from Sithannavasal. She said that
they are depending on that quarry by all of us for our living. She added that ever
since | can remember, | have been working in the quarry. There have never been
any problems to the cave temple, to our village and to this entire area. We all depend
on this work for our livelihood. She mentioned that we need the quarry. You must
grant us permission and you must give us approval. All the people here depend on
this to survive. All the women depend on this work to educate their children. She
informed that she has three children. You must grant us permission for this quarry.
Our livelihood depends on this. She expressed her support opinion by stating that

there is no other means of survival for them.

18. Thiru. Sivalingam, Sithannavasal

He said that respected RDO sir, Revenue Department officers, Pollution
Control Board officers, and Police Department officers, our only occupation is quarry
work. He informed that all of us are poor and simple people. He stated that they are
showing the park and the paintings, but there are no problems there at all. He
mentioned that the place where the paintings are is in the west, but the quarry area
is in the east. There is no connection between the two. Yet, social activists are using
this as a reason, which is not right. This is being unnecessarily exaggerated as an
issue. They say the odai is affected, but there is no connection between the odai and
this quarry. Even when water is let out, it goes only to the Sithannavasal lake, so
there is no impact there either. Therefore, | respectfully request you to grant
permission for this quarry once again, as our livelihood depends on it and expressed

his support opinion for the project.
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Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur:

After that, the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur said that if any public has to
say any comments / opinion, they can inform. Then he said that the public hearing

meeting was closed as no one from the public came forwarded to say their opinion.

Vote of Thanks:

The District Environmental Engineer has informed that the public could
submit their comments in writing at the office of the District Collector or the Tamil
Nadu Poliution Control Board, Pudukkottai office. The District Environmental
Engineer thanked the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur for presiding over the
Public hearing meeting and the other Government Officials for attending the
meeting and also he thanked the Proprietor of the stone quarry, Workers, Project
Proponent, NGOs, Press reporters, Police officials, social activists and general

public who were participated in the Public Hearing Meeting.

The meeting came to an end

Encl.

1. Attendance sheet of the participants(A)

2. Project Proponent's power point presentation(B)

3. Video(CD) of the Public Hearing (C)

4. Draft of Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Executive Summary in
Tamil and English (D)

5. Written Petition (E) - 3 Nos.

District Envirohmental Engineer, Reven\é mlcer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, llluppur.

Pudukkottai.
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