) MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
OBTAINING ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE ROUGH STONE AND
GRAVEL QUARRY OF MJs. P.S.MINES AND MINERALS, S.F. No: 134/1, 134/4,
134/5B, 134/6 and 134/7, PADALUR EAST VILLAGE, ALATHUR TALUK,
PERAMBALUR DISTRICT OVER AN EXTENT OF 2.38.0 HECTARES AT Ms.
ANBU MAHAL, (OPPOSITE ARUNA PETROL BUNK), PADALUR, ALATHUR
TALUK, PERAMBALUR DISTRICT ON 20.12.2024.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:

1. Mr. S. Vaithyanathan : | Personal Assistant to the District Collector
(General),

Perambalur District.

2. Mrs. S. Vijaya Priya : | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Perambalur District.

PROPRIETOR:
3. Mr. P.S.Jayaraman Project-1
M/s. P.S.Mines and Minerals

Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry
S.F. No. 134/1, 134/4, 134/5B, 134/6 &
134/7, Padalur East Village, Alathur

Taluk, Perambalur District.

The total number of people who attended the meeting, including the Proprietor of the
quarry, Government Officials, Environmental Activists and the General Public, was 187.

(copy of the attendance register is attached herewith).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perambalur, said “Good morning to everyone, Welcome the Personal Assistant to the
Collector (General) who presiding over the public hearing meeting for the proposed rough
stone and gravel quarry of M/s. P.S. Mines and Minerals, S.F.No. 134/1, 134/4, 134/5B,
134/6 & 134/7, Padalur East Village, Alathur Taluk , Perambalur District and welcomed the |




other government officials, the public, volunteers, friends from the press and media and
police department on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the Perambalur

District Administration.

As the proposed project falls within the quarry cluster of 500m radius, the Public
hearing is being held to obtain Environmental Clearance from the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority and She said that the press release regarding the meeting to be
held today has been published 30 days in advance in The New Indian Express English

newspaper and Dinamalar Tamil newspaper dated 13.11.2024.

Further, this public hearing meeting has already been advertised through pamphlets,
posters and loudspeakers to inform the public living in Padalur East and surrounding villages.
The Project Environmental Consultant will explain the proposed projects in detail and after
that, the public can register their comments one by one by giving their name and address, and
the comments of the public so registered will be recorded in audio and video format and sent
to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. Now, the environmental consultant

will explain the project description”.
Environmental consultant:

He welcomed the Personal Assistant to Collector (General), who preside the Public
hearing for the proposed stone and gravel quarry project of M/s. P.S. Mines and Minerals and
welcomed the District Environmental Engineer, Tahsildar of Alathur, Police Officers and the

large gathering of the public.

The proposed stone and gravel quarry project will be located in Padalur East Village,
Alathur Taluk, Perambalur District. He informed that notice was published in The New
Indian Express and Dinamalar 30 days in advance for this public hearing. He further
informed that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board has advertised the project through
pamphlets, posters and loudspeakers to inform the public living in the vicinity of Padalur and
Alathur. He further explained the Environmental Impact Statement of the project in detail
(Photocopy of the project summary is attached).



I

Following this, the public who attended the public hearing expressed their views as

follows.
1. Mr. R. Raghu, National South Indian Farmers' Association, State Secretary, Padalur

We have been protesting in Tamil Nadu for sand mining in Cauvery, which is more
than 500 km away, for affecting agriculture. But Padalur Panchayat has a radius of only 5 km
He said that every mountain has been affected due to its exploitation. He also asked about
holding this public meeting in Padalur West inétead of Padalﬁf East. The people of
Thiruvalakurichi, Padalur East village will be affected by the Operation of a rough stone and
gravel quarry of M/s. P.S. Mines and Minerals. He also said that only 50 people from
Thiruvalakurichi participated in this public meeting so far. He said that M sand trucks are not
covered and it is difficult to cross Padalur on a two-wheeler. He also said that there is water
in the lake around Padalur but there is no water in Thiruvalakurichi. He said that the

establishment of this quarry will cause water shortage.
(There was a small commotion, then the meeting continued).

He said that the people of Padalur Panchayat should be consulted. He said that not
only this quarry but all the crushers and quarries around Padalur are affecting People. He also
said that government officials get transfer to another cities after working for two/three years
and the people of Thiruvalakurichi affected. Considering their livelihood, they will stop if the

mountains are broken.

He also said that we will block the Trichy-Chennai highway if quarry is established.

He also requested to cancel this project.

2. Mr. Kathirvel, Therani village.

He said that villagers need employment opportunities and made complaint that water

is not sprayed to control dust during vehicle movement.

He said that there is no job opportunity and mines companies should give jobs to the
villagers and encourage the villagers so that Therani Village get benefited otherwise, the

quarry could not be permitted.

He also said that every village around Padalur should be provided with employment

opportunities for at least 30 people. If not, the quarry should be stopped.



(There was a small commotion, then the meeting continued).

{District Environmental Engineer: She asked the public to register their opinions one by

one.}

{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He said that everyone's comments can be

recorded if they speak one by one.}
(There was a small commotion, then the meeting continued).
3. Mr. Mukiian, Thiruvalakurichi

He said all crushers should be closed. He said that there are 10 crushers around their
village. Due to digging of 2000 feet and 4000 feet of quarry in Padalur there is shortage of
drinking water. He said that despite informing the District Collector, no action was taken. He
also said that there is no water in the well. He said that the livelihood of the villagers was
being affected and also said that the people of Tiruvalakurichi will be affected a lot if the
quarry is established. The establishment of the quarry should be stopped and if the quarry is

constructed we will shut down every crusher and will block the road.
(There was a small commotion, then the meeting continued).

He asked about holding of a public consultation meeting for the quarry to be set up in
Thiruvalakurichi in Padalur West. He said that auctioning of all crushers and quarries should

be stop.

{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): The word will be recorded clearly, only if the
public register their comments clearly and register even if there are alternative comments. All
of them will be recorded and sent to Chennai. He said that you should not talk among

yourselves and speak one by one, and everyone will be given a chance.}
4. Mr.Thiruvalakurichi person (Name not mentioned)

He welcomed the The District Collector's Personal Assistant (General), District
Environmental Engineer and the police officers. He said that they had come from
Thiruvalakurichi in the hope of accepting the farmers' demands. He also said that the District
Collector, Perambalur had come to Thiruvalakﬁrichi for the Gram Sabha and questioned the
holding of this public meeting in Padalur West instead of Padalur East. Survey for this quarry

was conducted. But the public did not allow it, But the survey was taken illegally. He said



) that he spoke to the District Collector in this regard. When the District Collector asked who
asked the surveyor to take the survey, he said that it was the Tahsildar. Then when the
District Collector asked the Tahsildar, he said that it was for planting saplings. He said that
the quarry will destroy the livelihood and that the government officials know that many
petitions have been filed regarding the old quarry of this company. He also questioned the
government officials about how many hectares and how many quarries are there in
Thiruvalakurichi. He said that the towh will be severely affected and that we are in a
dangerous situation. He said that an earthquake may occur.. He said that water is available
only because of monsoon this season. He said that there is water in the lake in Perambalur
district and not in Thiruvalakurichi. He also said that there is no water even for birds. He said

that if permission is given for this quarry, we will go to any extent.
5. Mr.Thiruvalakurichi person (Name not mentioned)

He asked the Village Administrative Officer and the Tahsildar (Alathur) about the
current status of the quarry and why the consultation meeting was held today. He also asked
how many acres of agricultural land and how many houses are around it.

He.said that the quarry will be built and that agricult.ure will be affected. He asked for
an explanation.

{Enviromﬁental Consultant: Provided details from ppt}

He said that; he has land in S.F.No. 135/B.

He asked whether the public was informed about whether the quarry was dug to the
depth allowed after the permit period expired. He said that they had gone beyond the
permitted limit. He said that agriculture was being affected.

He said that the quarry in Padalur is digging more than the specified depth and there is

a shortage of drinking water.
(There was a small commotion, then the meeting continued).

{District Environmental Engineer: This meeting is for recording opinions and asked them

to register their opinions.}

He asked government officials how many wells were there and how many quarries already

existed near this quarry.

(There was a small commotion, then the meeting continued).



{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He said that everyone's comments can be

recorded if they speak one by one.}
(Meeting continued)

| He also said that the establishment of this quarry should be banned as it would affect

agriculture and cause water shortage.

He said that the general public does not want a stone quarry and that there is no
money to buy water and that all quarries are extracting too much than allowed quantity. He

said he wanted a counterargument,
(There was a small commotion, then the meeting continued).

{Police: He said, that the officers are here to record all your opinions. So everyone were

asked to register their opinions without arguing.}
6. Mr.Vinayagam, Farmer

He expressed his greetings to the officers, the people and the police cfficers. He said
that in 1986 there was a lot of stream in Tiruvalakurichi and currently no water due to Stone
digging. He said that farmers are being affected a lot and it is better not to let this quarry to
establish. He said that the quarry will be located between Thiruvalakurichi (East) and Therani
West, and some people were not informed about this. He also requested that the quarry be

stopped.
7. Mr. Vivek (Sudhanthira Makkal Needhi Katchi)

He said that a country that destroys nature will go backwards. He said that it was a
meeting to express public opinions. Air, water and food were the most basic needs of the
people. He asked what the government was doing for the farmers who provide food. He said
there was nothing wrong with auctioning off quarries, but they should only dig to a certain
depth. He said that mountains are important, And it is not wrong to break down mountains to
build houses but they should only dig to a certain depth, when digging beyond that certain
depth, the groundwater level will go down and agricultural lands will be affected. He also
said that M/s. P.S. Mines and Minerals quarry may be establish when comply to consent

quantity, if depth exceeded the limit, we will engage in road blockage.

(There was a small commotion, then the meeting continued).
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8. Mr. Ranganathan, Thiruvalakurichi

He welcomed Mr. Aiyakannu, Advocate. He said that, he has 6 acres of agricultural
land at S.F.No. 134/3, 135 and not received any information regarding the establishment of
this quarry. Also the old quarry of M/s. P.S. Mines and Minerals in S.F.No. 122/2A had
excavated up to 220 feet. He said that the well is affected without water level. Also which
affected his 2 wells, it reduced the 30 feet well to 12 feet well. He also said that the people of
Thiruvalakurichi who were most affected, only a few numbers joined today and that the

affected people of Thiruvalakurichi should be invited.
(There was a small commotion, then the meeting continued).

{District Environmental Engineer: He asked the public to register their opinions one by

one.}
(Meeting continued)

He said the total hectare of Thiruvalakurichi is 2 km in circumference. He said that there are
47 quarrigg in Thiruvalakurichi and they involved in road blockage in this regard and that
more thaﬁtEO petitions were submitted to the District Collector's Office and Taluk Office. But
he said no iéction was taken. He also said that water was available only due to these seasonal
rains. He éaid that no new quarry should be built. He has his land of S.F.No.134/3, next to the
quarry. Therefore, he said that No ciuarry required in Thiruvalakurichi. He also said that if

quarry is established, we will protest.
9. Mr. Prakash, Thiruvalakurichi

Hé said there is water shortage due to the establishment of quarries. He said there is
no water in the lake and that drinking water will not be available due to digging beyond the
specified level. He also said he could not do agriculture. He said that there are no rocks in the
mountains, water is stagnant due to quarrying, lakes are not getting water and people are

leaving because there is no water to drink. He said that he has 5 acres of land near

'S.F.No.134. He also said that water was available only due to the rains of this season. He said

that the government is for the service of the public. So, there is no need for a quarry required,

he demanded that the existing quarry should be closed.



10. Mr. Sathish, N.G.O.

He said that he understand the grievances of the villagers and is supportive. He
asked the government officials to adopt this village as soon as possible to develop the village
level and improve infrastructure facilities. He also said that trees should be grown in
greenery. He said that the plants should be protected. He said that they can avoid water
shortage by properly utilising rainwater. He said that there should be employment-oriented
schemes for the villagers below the poverty line. He said that what the villagers need and
what they do not need should be fulfilled. He said that the CSR Corporation and DMF
District assistance should only be beneficial to the people and should be spent only for the
development of the people. He said that the villagers' problems should be resolved

immediately.
11. Mr. Thirunavukarasar, Thiruvalakurichi

" He said that everyone knows about the impact of quarries on agriculture and water
resources. We are already using RO water for drinking. He said that this is the beginning of
destruction. He said that government officials do not respect farmers and support companies.
He told those who support this project should eat only money. He said that those who support

this project are destroying the human life and that this quarry should not be built.

He said that quarries are digging more than the specified depth, which causes
shortage of drinking water and harms natural resources and agriculture. He said that
government officials are not taking action. He said that there should be no projects against the

people. He said that M/s. P.S.Mines and Minerals quarry should not be set up.

12. Mr. Raja, Therani, Tamil Nadu Farmer Association, District Vice President/Union

Secretary

He said that pollution is caused by all quarries and crushers operating in violation of
the rules. People have filed petitions with the District Collector. He also said that no
government officials come and inspect. He said that appropriate action should be taken as the
quarries in Padalur are polluting the environment. He said that the vehicles coming out of the

quarries are not covered and cause air pollution.

(There was a small commotion, then the meeting continued).



He also said that a complaint has been filed. He said that the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board and the Mines Department are not taking action. He requested the district
administration to take note that all the crushers and quarries are violating the rules.He also
said that a petition has been filed. He said that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and
the Mines Department are not taking action. He requested the District Administration to take

note on quarries who violating the rules.
13. Mr; Balaguru, Old Viralipatti, Naam Tamilar Katchi, District Secretary

He said that the M/s. P.S.Mines and Minerals quarry will destroy the natural
resources and the mountains will be affected. He asked why the sand extracted here is sent to
the next state, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh. He asked why nature is being depleted here. He
also said that if this quarry is established, a protest will be held.

He said that air, food, natural resources are important, and that mountains and land
are the property of the government. He asked the officials who they work for and said that the

government is for the people. He said that mountain is safe because the temple was built.

Fope

14. Mr. (Name not mentioned)

He said that anyone who cares about nature can participate and that the government
official is r;ot willing to accept the grievanceHe said that a court case will be filed if M/s. P.S.
Mines and Minerals quarry is established. He questioned whether the people of that particular
area knew about the consultation meeting. He also demanded that the existing quarries should
be closed after the completion of project. He said that, government should not give
permission for the quarry. No new quarries are needed. He said that groundwater is a problem
here. He said that government officials do not take action against quarries that involve in too
much excavation. He said on behalf of all the general public that this quarry should not be
built. He also said that all the villagers are ready to sign a petition saying that this quarry
should not be built. He also demanded that the existing quarries should be closed after reach

the permitted depth.

15. Mr. Ayyakannu, Advocate,‘ Farmer and Chief of the Desiya Thenidhiya Nathigal

Inaippu Vivasayigal Sangam., Musiri

He also said that the quarry near his residence in Kottathur claimed 15 feet deep, but it was

dug to a depth of 70 feet. He said that the nearby well had dried up and the trees had dried up.



When informing to the authorities, they said that they would look into it. He said that his
residence is on the banks of the Cauvery,Musiri and due to sand mining on the banks of the
Cauvery, his 1400 trees had dried up, 10,000 coconut trees had been destroyed and 20,000
palm trees had been destroyed. He said that the problem was in the place where the
waterbody was located and there was shortage of water in this village, if the well was dug too
deep, would water seep into it and he said it will not. He said that filing a case was of no use.
The Supreme Court and the High Court had said that Jallikattu should not be held. But he
said that permission was given to hold when 1,00,000 comraon people protested for
Jallikattu. Similarly, he said that if all the villagers come together and protest against the
establishment of this quarry, they will consider. Otherwise, the government officials will not

pay attention.

He said that due to sand mining on the banks of the Cauvery, water went down to 60 feet,
and coconut tree with roots of 15 feet,10 fect deep dried up, and the income from coconut
trees Rs. 30,000 per month was at loss. Then he said that in the year 1970s, he earned Rs. 90
from sugarcane farming and government employee, also earned the same salary, but this year
he earned Rs. 3100 from sugarcanc farming and government employees got paid Rs.
1,00,000. He said that this happened because government emiployees fought together.
Similarly, if the farmers fight together, they can prevent the construction of this quarry. If

everyone fights together, they will stop this quarry.

He also said that the establishment of P.S. Mines and Minerals quarry will destroy trees,
affect agriculture and people and that this quarry should not be established. He said that the
quarries will cause water shortages and desuoy agriculture, and then we will have to depend
on foreign genetically modified foods. He said that it the quarry is established, the public and

farmers will be affected.

He said that the fields near Kotathur have been completely destroyed. He also asked
the public at the public consultation whether they wanted the quarry or not. Most of the
public who attended the meeting replied not required. Further, he humbly requested to save

the Farmess.
16. Mr. Ramar, Thiruvalakurichi
He said that the quarry should not be established, as it will cause damage.

(There was a small commotion, then the ineeting continued).



g ';';{Dlstrlct EnvirOnmental Engineer: He asked the public to record their comments one by

e one}
17. Mr., Jeya Kum'ar,v Therani

' He said that the existing quarries was in unsafe condition to public and he has

'agncultural field of 5 acres of S F.No, 121/1, 121/3 in Thiruvalakurichi East, so he refused

. ‘; the proposcd quarry.

s 'f"‘t(Thelte was a small comtn‘otion, then the meeting continued).

‘,,Thlrunavukarasar, Thlruvalakurichl |

sefthelr hands to know who are supportmg thxs prOJect He Sald that the reglstry that had
'r_s1gned for the support of this project should be cancelled mlmedxately

He said that those who opposed the project should be get signed and registered. He

R

kncw who are all supporting the project. He said that signatures of those who

e prcuect should be collectcd in front of the pubhc

- reglstet and not a support for thxs project. }

h’er,e?'Was'SOme commotion, then the meeting:continue:d)‘.

ryi,ngllan,;Thiruvalakkurichi

livelihood disruption, biodiversity and environmental damage. He also demanded that the
~ project tobe stopped. .

S 20, Mr. Thei‘ahi person (Name | liot mentioned)

‘He said that he had already protested and that they would recelve petxtlons and seek

opinions but would put the quarry up for auction. He said that water is important and
: 1mportant for all llfc He also sald that all quarries should be stopped. He also said that they
: should join hands and protest against the establishment of this project.

pubhc, those opposmg the plan to ralse thelr hands and he asked the public

]{Persunal Assistant to Collector (General) I-Ie explalned that thlS reglster is an attendance'

' k""yl"he ¢St‘a‘bﬁshment‘of ’M/s.y P.S.Mines and Minerals Quarry will ’ca‘ukse‘ watér:‘skhort'ége, '



Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He asked the public to grow more trees to
reduce water scarcity. And said that, As the public has registered their views, all these were

recorded and all the audio and video and petitions will be sent to Chennai.

After this, as no public came forward to express their views, the District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur concluded the

meeting by thanking everyone who attended the meeting.

Enclosures
1. Copy of attendance register of Public hearing (16 pages 187 members)
2. Project sumimary Presentatioﬁ

Copy of petitions received during Public hearing-36 Nos.

2

4. Video recording of public hearing CD

5

u}]o)«“—Y o
District Amonmenta! Engineer, : Personal Assi& nt to Collector
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, , (General),

yJ
Perzmbalur Perambaiur 3
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