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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting for the Proposed Common Bio Medical Waste
facility of M/s. Nava Buddha Agencies Private Limited at S.F.No. 248/1 & 246/3A of Kallai
Village, Kulithalai Taluk, Karur District held on 27.08.2026 at 11.00 A.M at the site of
M/s. Nava Buddha Agencies Private Limited (Temporary shed) S.F.No. 248/1 & 246/3A,
Kallai Village, Kulithalai Taluk, Karur District.

Participants:

1. Thiru. G. Vimalraj,
District Revenue Oftficer,
Karur.

o

Lr. C. Tholkappiyan;

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Karur.

3. 'The Public - (as per annexure)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur:

“l extend a warm welcome, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, to our
District Revenue Officer, who has graciously come here to preside over and conduct this Public
Hearing Meeting for the proposed Common Biomedical Waste Treatment Facility of M/s.
Navabuddha Agencies Pvt. Ltd., to be established newly at Kallai Village, Karur. I also welcome
all the members of the public, environmental volunteers, other Government Department officials,
and police personnel who have participated in this meeting and are here to express their views

and opinions” he said.

Then he requested District Revenue Officer to preside over the meeting and to conduct

the meeting.

District Revenue Officer, Karur:

On behalf of the District Administration, 1 extend my warm greetings to all the people
from Kallai and the surrounding areas, as well as the social activists, who have come to attend
this Public Hearing Meeting jointly organized by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and
the District Administration. Generally, a Public Hearing Meeting is conducted when an industrial
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establishment proposes to commence a project in a particular village. The purpose is to obtai
the views and opinions of the local people regarding the proposed project under Ministry of
Environment and forest at both the central and State level, examines the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) Report and considers whether the proposed project would cause any
inconvenience or adverse impact to the public if it is implemented in the village. With regard to
this Public Hearing, you, as members of the public, have the full right to express your opinions.

If you believe that this project will provide benefits, you may freely explain, before
everyone, what those benefits are and how they will benefit the public. Similarly, if you belicve
that this project will cause any adverse impact or inconvenience, you have every right to express
your concerns openly and clearly before everyone. That is precisely why this Public Hearing
Meeting has been organized. No project can be granted environmental approval without
obtaining and considering the views of the general public” he said.

Dr. Sai Babu, Project Consultant:

The Project Consultant said that, “I sincerely request everyone who has come here to
participate in this discussion and openly share your views, concerns, and doubts with us._My
respectful greetings to all members of the public. In particular, I extend my greetings to the
people of Kallai Village, the public from Trichy and Karur districts, environmental activists,
doctors, and intellectuals who have gathered here.

As the Project Consultant, Dr. Sai Babu, I consider it my responsibility to introduce some
important information regarding this project to all of you since I also hold a doctoral degree in
the field of environmental science, before proceeding with the detailed presentation of the
project, I would like to share some basic information relating to the environment and waste
management. In earlier times, domestic wastewater generated from houscholds was often
discharged into water bodies and rivers.

Subsequently, the Central and State Governments established Sewage Treatment Plants
and undertook measures to treat and recycle wastewater. With the advancement of technology,
treated wastewater can now be reused for various purposes, including industrial applications. In
some cities, through advanced technologies, treated wastewater is even being utilized for
drinking-water purposes. This type of wastewater management system is already being
implemented in several parts of the world.

Similarly, solid waste management has also gained considerable importance in recent
times. In the past, we have seen situations in the outskirts of cities such as Trichy, Karur and
Kulithalai where different types of waste were dumped together. Household waste. food waste.
biomedical waste and various other types of waste were found accumulated together. At present.
measures are being taken to segregate waste, scientifically treat it, and recycle it through
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y appropriate processes. In certain places, energy resources such as electricity and Bio-CNG are

also being generated from solid waste.

The primary objective of this project is to ensure that biomedical waste does not get
mixed with domestic municipal solid wastes and thereby cause adverse impacts on the
environment and public health. For this purpose, biomedical waste will be collected separately
and treated scientifically and sately, followed by appropriate recycling and disposal. M/s.
Navabuddha Agencies has come forward to implement this project. During the COVID period,
around 30 doctors who provided medical services to people in the Kulithalai, Karur and
Tiruchirappalli regions have jointly come forward to establish this project. The project has been
proposed with the objective of ensuring that the biomedical waste generated in these areas does
not, in the future, end up in public places or become mixed with ordinary municipal waste due to
inadequate waste management. Similar projects are already being operated in various locations,
including Virudhunagar, Salem and Chennai.

Biomedical waste management projects are also being implemented in several parts of India. The
proposed project at kallai village is not a large-scale industrial project. It is a small-scale
biomedical waste management facility proposed to be established with an investment of
approximately Rs. 7 crore. A major portion of this investment will be spent on buildings and
infrastructure. The remaining amount will be utilized for installing the machinery required for
the scientific treatment of biomedical waste.

Under this project, an incinerator will be used for the treatment of biomedical waste.
There are primarily two types of incineration systems involved; the rotary incinerator and the
static incinerator. Biomedical waste will be treated at controlled high temperatures. The smoke
generated during this process will not be directly released into the atmosphere. Instead, it will be
treated through air-pollution-control systems, including a scrubber. In the scrubber system, water
is sprayed to remove unwanted gases and particulate matter present in the flue gas. Through this
process, the system is designed to ensure that only treated gas is discharged into the atmosphere.

The wastewater generated from the scrubber process will also not be discharged directly.
It will be sent to an Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP), where i1t will be treated and subsequently
reused. Autoclave and Recycling Process: Next, an equipment known as an autoclave will be
used. The autoclave will be used to treat, at the appropriate temperature, certain types of
biomedical waste such as needles, glucose bottles, syringes, and waste associated with medical
equipment used in hospitals. After treatment, these materials will not be reused for medical
purposes.

Instead, they will be converted into small pieces using a machine called a shredder and
then sent to authorized recycling centres. In other words, the materials will not be reused within
this facility. The intention is to send them to authorized recycling centres after undergoing the
prescribed treatment and processing. The wastewater generated from the scrubber and other
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processes will be treated in the Effluent Treatment Plant (ETP). The treated water is proposed
be reused for the requirements of the project and also for watering the trees and plants
maintained within the premises. It has been stated that this project will provide direct
employment to approximately 50 persons. The company has assured that priority will be given to
providing employment opportunities to people from the local area, particularly those belonging
to the surrounding region. The domestic wastewater generated by these employees, including
wastewater from toilets and urinals, will not be discharged directly. A small-scale Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP) will be established for treating such wastewater.

The treated water will not be used for drinking purposes. After treatment to the required
standards, it will be reused for purposes such as toilet flushing. This will help avoid unnecessary
utilization of groundwater. During power outages, a Diesel Generator (DG) set is proposed to
ensure that the major operations of the project do not come to a sudden halt. To control the
emissions from the DG set, a chimney/stack with an appropriate filtration system will be
provided. The chimney will be approximately 20 metres in height. and necessary pollution-
control measures will be implemented. Various preventive and control measures required for
environmental protection have been incorporated into the project. The company has stated that
the project will provide employment to approximately 50 persons directly and around 100
persons indirectly. In particular, opportunities will be created to provide employment to local
residents.

Further, as part of the company's Corporate Environmental Responsibility (CER), funds
have been allocated for community and environmental welfare activities. It has been stated that
approximately Rs. 14 lakh has been allocated under CER. Through this fund, the company has
stated that it will undertake free medical camps, emergency assistance, and other necessary
social-welfare services for the people of the surrounding area” Finally company representative
expressed his gratitude in this regard.

District Environmental Engineer, Karur:

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public, NGO’s and others who
participated in the meeting to express their views clearly and concisely.

1. Mr. Selvam, Kallai, Karur:

He stated that the officials of the Health Department and Environment Department had
not provided adequate awareness to the public regarding the advantages and disadvantages of the
proposed project. He expressed concern that there was already an unpleasant odour in the air due
to emissions from nearby industries, particularly industries such as TNPL. In such a situation, he
expressed apprehension that if smoke were to be continuously emitted for a prolonged period due
to the operation of the incinerator used for burning biomedical waste, it could result in

environmental pollution and adverse impacts on the health of the general public. He further
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stated that adequate explanations had not been provided to the public regarding the possible
impacts on groundwater and public health within the 10-kilometre radius mentioned in the

project report.

He pointed out that there is a temple approximately 110 metres from the proposed project
site and that Panchayat approved layouts and agricultural lands are located nearby. He also stated
that there is a water tank/lake covering approximately 400 acres and a school located
approximately 500 metres away from the proposed site. He alleged that such important locations
had not been properly mentioned in the project report while obtaining approval for the project.
He stated that the majority of the people in this area depend primarily on agriculture and
livestock rearing for their livelihood.

Therefore, he expressed concern that if the project is implemented, agricultural lands,
livestock rearing activities, and the livelihoods of thousands of people dependent on them could
be affected. He further alleged that more than 100 persons from outside the area, who were not
connected with the locality, had been brought to the meeting, which was intended for public
participation, and that the authorities had not conducted an appropriate inquiry into this matter.
He questioned why priority was being given to such a private-sector project when it was
reportedly stated that there were insufficient funds for desilting the water bodies in the village,
improving drinking-water tacilities, and providing basic primary healthcare facilities.

In particular, he requested that projects of this nature should be established only in
locations that are away from residential areas and public movement, preferably in areas with no
residential settlements within a minimum radius of' 5 kilometres. He stated that the unpleasant
odour emanaling from nearby industries could be noticed several kilometres away. In such
circumstances, he questioned whether smoke and odour from the proposed project would not
reach residential areas if the distance between the project site and the residential settlements is
only approximately one kilometre. He further questioned how agriculture, livestock, and the
livelihoods of the local people would be protected in the event of air pollution, particularly since
agricultural lands and livestock-rearing activities are present all around the proposed project site.

He strongly insisted that the authorities should clearly explain the safety measures
proposed to protect the workers employed at the project from exposure to smoke and other
pollutants. He stated that, since residential areas, agricultural lands, temples, and other important
locations are situated around the proposed project site, such a project should not be established in
this area. The majority of the village residents who participated in the meeting expressed their
opposition unanimously and strongly demanded that all steps being taken to implement the
project at Kallai should be immediately stopped and that the project should be completely
cancelled. He further stated that, considering the livelihoods of the people, agriculture, livestock
rearing, drinking-water resources, environment, and public health, the proposal should be
reconsidered and the possibility of establishing the project at an alternative location should be

examined.
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2. Thiru. Arulraj, Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Arulraj, and [ am from Kallai Village. Nobody should walk out of this meeting.
Everyone should only express their views and should not leave the meeting. We will listen to
what the officials have to say, but our decision is that this company should not come here. FHe
stated that the PPT presentation itself mentions that, if this company is established here.
groundwater within a 10-kilometre radius may be affected and diseases may occur. He further
stated that, while presenting the contents of the PPT, the presenters were instructed to proceed
slide by slide, but instead of explaining the disadvantages associated with the project, they
highlighted only its benefits. He stated that booklets relating to the project were distributed only
at the Village Administrative Office, Panchayat Office and Tahsildar Office.

According to him, none of the officials had properly explained the project to the public.
He stated that the Village Administrative Officer had even questioned why he should go from
house to house to explain the project to the public, and had said that officials could not be
expected to be present in their offices at all times. He demanded that the concerned officials
- should be transferred. He strongly stated that this project should not be allowed to come to their
village under any circumstances.” Stating above he concluded his speech.

District Revenue Officer, Karur:

“Generally, in a Public Hearing Meeting. there is no requirement that you must cxpress
only views in support of the project. If you do not want a project. you have the full right to say
so. If you believe that this project will have an adverse impact on the public, the environment. or
the livelihoods of the people, you may freely express your views. If the Government had granted
approval without conducting a Public Hearing Mecting, then there would be justification for you
to be angry. However, why are we asking for the views of the people here, in this very village,
close to your localities? The Government wants to hear your views directly. That is precisely
why we are conducting this Public Hearing Meeting in your village and asking for your opinions
directly. Regarding this Public Hearing Meeting, newspaper advertisements were published
about one month ago, notices were issued, and flex banners were displayed.

That is why all of you came to know about the meeting and have participated in it. If this
had been done secretly, without informing any of you, you might not even have known about the
meeting. Considering the large number of people who have attended this mceting. we belicve
that the information has reached you through the proper channels. Therefore, freely express your
views. It is not necessary that only one or two persons should speak. Ten or twenty people on
behalf of the village may also speak and express their views. |

If your views are recorded and forwarded to the Government, the Government will {ake a

decision after considering them. That is the very purpose for which this meeting is bcing

conducted. The Government is not going to immediately grant approval merely because one or
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two people have spoken. Your views will be heard, and the Government will seriously examine
them betore taking a final decision. Therefore, nobody needs to be afraid. You may come
torward confidently and express your views.” he explained.

3. Mr. Siva, Kallai, Karur:

“Greetings to the District Revenue Officer (DRO) who is presiding over and conducting
this Public Hearing Meeting regarding the establishment of a biomedical waste treatment facility
at Kallai Village; to the officials of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board; to Mr. Arul, who
has been guiding and leading us in the right direction; to the general public; to the police
department; and to our social-media friends.

As Thiruvalluvar stated in the Thirukkural:

"srOuGUNHET wmiwmioumiid Ges_Glgybd SGUNHoT
@utEUN(Her sreru &Mhley".

This principle was stated by Thiruvalluvar as early as the Sangam period. Initially, this
project has been presented as one that will bring development and employment opportunities.
Theretore, we are happy about those aspects. However, they are going to bring biomedical waste
here and dump/treat it here. As the Project Consultant explained, they are going to use a chimney
and burn the waste, and then the ash generated from the burning process will be disposed of back
on the land, he stated. He further stated that the treated water would ultimately be discharged into
or recharged into the groundwater. According to him, this could result in soil pollution and air
pollution. He stated that the entire surrounding area is predominantly dependent on agriculture.

He questioned how Government officials could have granted permission for such an
industrial facility in an area of this nature? He further questioned who would provide
compensation for the loss of income or livelihood resulting from any adverse impact caused by
the project. He stated that mercury is one of the wastes associated with such activities. He
claimed that, even today, there is no complete solution or technology available in the world for
fully treating mercury waste. He referred to the mercury historically used in thermometers for
measuring human body temperature. He stated that mercury should not be touched directly and
claimed that inhalation could have serious consequences. In this context, he questioned how such
mercury-containing waste would be handled safely and what measures would be adopted for its

treatment and disposal.

District Revenue Officer, Karur:

This is not a forum for debate. Please only express your views. We will record them. The
responses to these views will be forwarded to the concerned department at the State level.



Mr. Siva, Kallai, karur: (continued his statement):

“Drinking mother's milk is natural, normal, and expected. But this biomedical waste
project is like an act of cutting the mother's breast and drinking her blood. Development and
employment may be provided, along with corresponding salaries. But what are we going to do
with the salary? We are going to use it to buy and consume food. Due to soil and air pollution.
the water we drink and the food we consume may become contaminated. Just as milk flows from
the mother's breast, water flows from the breast of Mother Earth. If waste is allowed to mix with
groundwater, everything will be spoiled and agricultural lands will be affected.

We do not want this biomedical waste facility. We strongly oppose it in its entirety. Most
of the people present here are farmers. They rear goats, cattle, and poultry. The purpose of
M/s. Navabuddha Agencies, according to my view, is to take people who spend the whole day
grazing goats and cattle, have their dinner at night, and go to sleep. bring them to this biomedical
waste facility, and ultimately make them dependent on hospitals due to the consequences.
Approximately 78%-80% of the people in Kallai are engaged in agriculture. About 1.835 people
are engaged in agriculture. Among them, 617 are cultivators who own agricultural land. Another
829 people work as agricultural labourers on farmland. The remaining 21.20% are students and
educated young people who are employed.

The major crops grown here include paddy, sugarcane, coconut, groundnut, oilseeds, and
vegetables. Agriculture here depends mainly on groundwater and well irrigation. Our village is
agriculture-based. We do not want it to become like Singapore. Therefore, T firmly and resolutely
express my opposition to this project” he said.

4. Mr. Santhosh Kumar — Union Secretary/Leader, Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam, Karur:

“The people present here do not know anything about the proposals explained by the
Project Consultant. Whenever an activity is undertaken, both its advantages and disadvantages
should be explained. The people of Kallai village mostly go out for wage-based ecmployment. 1t
is true that biomedical waste generated by us has to be properly disposed of. However, it must be
disposed of without causing inconvenience or harm to the general public.

Everyone is aware of the possible adverse effects arising from this activity. In particular,
access to drinking water is already difficult for us. Therefore, please provide proper drinking-
water facilities for us. Groundwater levels are already low here. If biomedical waste is dumped
on the land, groundwater as well as the livelihood of the people will be severely affected. Air
pollution will definitely occur. If treated wastewater is discharged into the ground, even a small
error or failure in the process could affect groundwater over a distance of nearly 20 kilometres.
Since such information has been posted on the internet, it has caused fear among the people.



The Project Consultant receives certain PDF documents and, instead of explaining them,
asks for changes to be made. Therefore, if the project is implemented at a location where it will
not attect the people, we would welcome it. Our request is that permission should not be granted
to implement this project here. Instead, it may be implemented at another location. Thank you”

he said.

Mr. Arulraj, Kallai, Karur: (continued his statement):

“The Environmental Department officials have stated that they distributed pamphlets and
made announcements through loudspeakers to create awareness among the public regarding the
project, and that people came here after hearing those announcements. However, this is not the
case. Only two persons in the village were given such information.

On behalf of our village, we printed 5,000 notices and distributed them door-to-door. It
was because of the awareness created through this effort that so many people have gathered here.
It is not because the Environmental Department issued an invitation that such a large number of
people have come here. We went door-to-door and explained the advantages and disadvantages
of the project to the people. The representatives of the company brought people from nearby
villages in order to express support for the project. All our village residents were asked to remain
here, and when we identified the people who had come from outside villages, we asked all of
them to leave. They subsequently left. All the people currently present here are residents of
Kallai village. ' '

Theretore, 1 would like to state that the view mentioned in the Environmental
Department's report that such a large gathering has come because of the department's awareness

activities is incorrect” he said.

5. Mr. Shanmuga Sundaram, Headmaster, Karur:

“Respected District Collector of Karur District, Engineers, representatives of this
company, and the general public of the village, looking at the number of people who have
gathered here, it is evident to what extent the impact of this issue has affected us. We have
created awareness among the people to that extent.

The Project Officer of this company began by stating that they were going to do
something beneficial for the people of Kallai village. If that is the intention of such a company,
then why did a larger number of people from outside the village arrive here in vans and autos in
the morning and gather here, in numbers exceeding the population of Kallai who are present
here? Now, their activities have become clear. When we asked the people who came from
outside the village why they had come here, they stated that they had been brought here and
instructed (o say that they wanted the project. At that point, they had already failed; they had lost

the argument.



As far as the people of this village are concerned, what has been said about agricultur
and livestock is true. The people here know no occupation other than agriculture and rearing
livestock. Regarding this project, it has been stated that 30 doctors are behind it. These 30
doctors could implement this project on 50 acres, 60 acres. or 100 acres of land in their own
respective places. If they implement the project in their own villages, it will not affect anyone
here. The doctors can continue their medical profession, and we can continue our agricultural
profession. Therefore, I request the concerned officer to receive our demand and recommend it to
the Government. With this request, I conclude my statement. Thank you™ he said.

6. Mr. Abdul Rasheed, Kallai, Karur;

“May the peace and blessings of my God be upon everyone gathered here. The reason we
are able to come into this world is our mother's womb. If that womb is not healthy, there will be
no world for us. None of us would have been born here. The womb is therefore important to us.
What is important for the survival of humanity? It is the womb. Whose womb? It is our mother's
womb. If that mother's womb is destroyed, humanity cannot survive and will cease to exist, The
soil and our mother's womb are one and the same.

If these wastes enter the earth, drinking water will be affected and soil fertility will be
affected. It is not only Kallai village that will be affected; every village through which the flow
of water passes will also be affected. Wombs will be destroyed and humanity will also be
destroyed. I would like to state that no better explanation is necessary than this™ he said.

7. Mr. Nagarajan, Founder, Farmers' Rehabilitation Foundation, Karur:

“Good morning to everyone. I have started an organisation called the Farmers'
Rehabilitation Foundation because there are hardly any opportunities for farmers to prosper
through agriculture. We are being gradually pushed aside. You are putting forward what you
consider to be a reasonable request from your side regarding this industry. However, we are
speaking with the hope that you will also extend your cooperation to farmers. Regardless of
which Government comes to power, we should not simply blame them. They will do whatever
they can.

But, as far as we are concerned, for many years we have been demanding the
implementation of the Cauvery— Gundar River Link Project. We have been requesting its
implementation since 2000, but it has still not been implemented. Whenever we approach any
official, our requests have not been given proper consideration. However, when a private
company wants to start an industrial activity, everyone comes together and takes steps o
facilitate it.

Here, Cauvery water is flowing wastefully into the sea. We believe that it would be
sufficient if that water could be brought here and used to fill the ponds. No officials have come
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© forward to implement such measures. But as soon as a private company comes forward, efforts

are being taken very quickly, without adequately taking the matter to the people. There is a
saying that afier one's mother comes one's wife. But [ would not say that. After our mother, it is
agriculture. The moment we stop drinking our mother's milk, the next thing we consume is food
produced through agriculture. Therefore, on behalf of the farmers, 1 would like to state that any
harmful force that could destroy agriculture should not be permitted here. I thank you. ” he said.

8. Mr. Tamil Selvan, Naam Tamilar Katchi, Karur:

“Greetings to everyone. My greetings to the District Revenue Officer, the District
Environmental Engineer, and all the people gathered here. This biomedical waste company is not
required here. We have repeatedly requested government officials to provide us with a properly
upgraded hospital for our area. However, no such hospital has been established here so far.
Across Tamil Nadu, it is stated that there are only six biomedical waste treatment facilities of
this kind. What is the reason for bringing such a treatment facility to this particular area?

The Project Consultant stated that 50 people trom Kallai would be provided employment.
In my view, by providing employment to 50 people tfrom Kallai, they are ultimately attempting
to destroy the agricultural community living here. That is their intention, according to my
understanding. 1t there is no agriculture, what will the people do? They will go and work for this
company. They will put up a large gate in front and station four people as security guards.
Nobody will know what is happening inside. The Project Consultant has stated that a smoke-
treatment chimney will be installed at a height of 20 metres. Will there be no pollution from the
smoke that rises above 20 metres?

The same kind of assurances were given in the case of the Sterlite company. But,
according to concerns raised by people, cancer occurred there. Now everything there has been
locked and shut down. Every time, in the case of different companies, the company
representatives alone claim that there is public support. The people themselves do not say so.
Immediately, the officer says, "Give your opinions; we will submit them to the Government." It
has also been stated that a SIPCOT industrial facility is going to come to this area. This company
is supposedly the foundation for bringing the SIPCOT facility here. After ten companies like this
come, a SIPCOT industrial facility will automatically be established. After that, there will be no
use in our protesting. Therefore, all of us state that we do not support this company.

A similar public hearing is going to be held at Kumarangalam on the coming 1
September. An ethanol company is proposed to be brought there. Therefore, people will have to
pack curd rice and attend public hearings once every 15 days. All the Government ofticials are
the authorities presiding over these proceedings. Thank you.” he said.
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9. Mr. Rajkumar — District Deputy Secretary, Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi, Karur:

“On behalf of the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi, I first extend my humble greetings to
all the Government officials and the general public from Kallai and the surrounding areas who
have gathered for this large-scale public hearing conducted on behall of the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, Karur District. First of all, whenever a plant or industrial facility is
proposed in an area, the Government officials should first inform the public about what the area
is based on and what the livelihood of the people in that area is.

They should also inform the people whether the proposed establishment will have any
impact on the people and their livelihood. However, at present, in various parts of Tamil Nadu.
officials and company representatives appear to be taking a decision first and then attempting (o
impose that decision upon the general public. It is on this basis that this issue has been
continuing in Kallai in the Thogamalai area for the past one year.

However, none of the officials have listened to the people's demands. Their opinions have
not been heard. At a stage when there was a possibility of a major protest breaking out, this
public hearing is now being conducted. At this public hearing, it does not appear that the
majority of the people present are actually from Kallai. There is information that a large number
of people have been brought from outside areas in order to provide favourable responses in
support of this company. Therefore, the overall opinion of the people of Kallai, Kudalur, and the
surrounding areas is that this company should not be established at this location. Whether the
company accepts this or not, we request the Karur District Administration to accept the people's
view and completely prohibit the establishment of this industrial facility here.

[f an attempt is made again to establish this company here. we place before the authoritics
our humble request that the public should not be forced into a situation where they have (o
organise a major demonstration or protest. If necessary, we will also undertake legal action
beyond such protests. We request the authorities to support the people in preventing this plant
from being established, rather than allowing the situation to escalate into public protests. T thank
you for giving me this opportunity to speak. Thank you. ” he said.

10. Mr. Pazha. Santhosh Kumar, President, Hindu Ezhuchi Peravai, Karur:

“I extend my sincere greetings to the District Revenue Officer presiding over this
meeting, the Environmental Engineers, and all the knowledgeable members of the public
gathered here. A project is being presented indirectly, wearing a very large mask, by saying that
they are doing good for the people and that doctors who save lives are bringing something sacred
and beneficial here. I am duty-bound to make the following request to the doctors: Please
concentrate only on saving lives. Pleasc do not undertake activities that could endanger people's
lives. The Project Consultants have presented what they claim to be a knowledge-based
explanation, but, according to our concerns, many matters have been concealed. There are
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temples located approximately 100 metres from here. Will people not gather in temples? Near
the temple, there is a water body of approximately -three acres that depends on groundwater.
There are many water bodies surrounding this area. The people here are engaged in agriculture
and in rearing goats and cattle.

The brother who spoke before me stated that he suspects that highly toxic poisonous
gases may be emitted from this facility. Similarly, people in certain villages have reportedly been
affected by toxic gases emitted from some industries of this nature. The Government officials
here have, according to my allegation, concealed the existence and measurements of the water
body in this area. | wish to make a request to the Environmental Engineer.

The District Revenue Officer should take steps for departmental action against the
olficials who, in 2024, allegedly concealed the existence of water bodies, temples, and
residential areas near this location. An official comes and grants the necessary permission. After
three years, that official is transterred elsewhere. But we cannot move away. We are the people
who have lived in this village for generations and protected the identity of this land. Companies
such as this should not attempt to treat the people of the village as fools or clowns. The people
have now become highly aware. We are looking at all these matters through our mobile phones.

They say that 50 people will be given employment. We suspect that you are bringing a
project that will employ 50 people but could potentially spread illness to 5,000 people.
According to the concerns raised, not only biomedical waste but also human waste is going to be
burned. We do not know whether the persons working there will actually work with proper
protective equipment. The Project Consultant has stated that they will also treat the waste
generated from their activities. That is, he has stated that even the water they use will be treated

again.

During COVID-19, a single disease spread through the air and affected people on a large
scale. To what extent were we affected by that one disease? Similarly, if 50 people enter the
facility and subsequently leave the premises, there is a concern that they could potentially carry
impacts to their families and future generations. If a project is brought forward scientifically and
with proper technical justification, we welcome such an approach.

We have heard that approximately 11 acres have been taken for development here. They
say that they will change the surrounding environment by planting a large number of trees. Such
activities should be undertaken in Government-owned locations. Adjacent to this site, there is
also privately owned patta land. In the future, the owner may establish a school, college, or some
other facility for public use there. Directly opposite this location, there is a dairy farm, a
cooling/refrigeration facility, and a layout. India is becoming a country with an increasingly
large population.
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If people wish to have a residence and purchase one of the 44 plots here, should they nc’
be allowed to live there? Do you want this area to become a cemetery-related or burial-ground-
like area? Therefore, establish Navabuddha Agencies' facility in your own locality. There are
lakhs of acres of barren/karisal land that are not being put to use by the Government. Approach
the Government and request such land. Take such land on lease and establish the project there.

You say that a project that is currently being started on 11 acres is being established with
an investment of only Rs 7 crore. Tomorrow, this could expand. For example, a small petty shop
can eventually develop into a grocery shop and then into a supermarket. You say that you are
providing a service to the people for the purpose of conducting your business. If it is a service.
then provide it as a service. There arc Government lands and other Government resources
available for public-welfare projects through NGOs and other organisations. If this is genuinely a
public-welfare project, approach the Government and submit a request for suitable Government
land. I do not deny that biomedical waste treatment is necessary.

However, this particular area does not require such a facility and, according to our
concerns, it is hazardous and potentially toxic for the surrounding village. Therefore. if you bring
this project here and create fear among us, disrupt our livelihoods. and make us feel that we are
no longer able to live here, then a very large mass protest will take place. We will be duty-bound
to conduct major sit-in protests, mass demonstrations, and continuous protests at this location
until the authorities come here and issue a Gazette notification stating that the project will not be
established here.

The District Revenue Officer has stated that the public's views will be taken forward to the
higher authorities. You may forward the views to the higher authorities, but you cannot
categorically say that the project will not come here. All the people gathered here are saying that
we do not want this project. There may be a situation where, after the people become tired of
protesting, it may be said that the project will be brought here. Therefore, we are duty-bound to
state firmly and clearly that Navabuddha Agencies should not undertake any such activities here.

It is also being stated that biomedical waste from the neighbouring State of Kerala is
being brought into Tamil Nadu and dumped here. It is being said that biomedical waste from 17—
18 districts will be brought here and treated. The number of doctors is increasing. and discascs
among human beings are also increasing. Therefore. if you genuinely wish to ensurce that Kallai
does not become an area where new kinds of diseases could potentially emerge, | humbly request
the doctors who are committed to saving lives to engage only in activities that protect and save
lives. This is a project valued at Rs. 7 crore, as people throughout the surrounding areas are
aware. There is a concern among the people that the areas surrounding this industrial facility
could subsequently be transformed or affected. Therefore, the people and their descendants must
be able to live here. The heritage and identity of this land, which has been preserved for
generations, must be protected.
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When we say, "This is the place where my child lived, where my grandfather lived, and
where my great-grandfather lived—this is Kallai," we are duty-bound to oppose this project. We
are firmly and emphatically stating that we do not want this project. Therefore, I request the
Government officials to understand our fears and concerns. We look upon Government officials
as people who can guide the public. We hope that you will respect our concerns and take the
appropriate matters forward to the higher authorities. The expectation and united demand of the
people gathered here 1s:

""We do not want the biomedical waste and human waste treatment facility proposed to be
brought here through Navabuddha Agencies. We do not want it. We do not want it. We do
not want it." With this statement, I conclude. Thank you. Jai Hind ” he concluded.

11. Thiru. K. S. Bharathimohan — State Secretary, National Legal Rights Association,
Trichy:

“Respected District Revenue Ofticer, who is presiding over this public hearing regarding
the proposed biomedical waste treatment facility that may pollute the soil, environment and
drinking water in Kallai Village, Kulithalai Taluk, Karur District; the District Environmental
Engineer; ofticials from all concerned departments; friends from the media, the “third eye of the
world”; our friends from the Police Department; the united people of Kallai who have gathered
with the determination that we will not allow our village to be turned into a graveyard for
someone else to loot and carry away its resources; the people of the surrounding villages; social
activists; and friends from all political parties. | extend my greetings to everyone.

My name is K. S. Bharathimohan. I am a social activist, State Secretary of the National
Legal Rights Association, and State President of the Bharatiya Unorganised Workers Party.
Earlier, a similar factory was proposed near Pisanathur Village in Gandarvakottai Taluk,
Pudukkottai District. I participated in and spoke at that public hearing as well. Before that, a
similar factory was proposed in Manamadurai. The project that was driven away by the people’s
protest in those places is the same project that is now being proposed here. Since it could not be
established there, the Navabuddha Agencies is now looking to establish it here. The project was
driven away from Manamadurai due to the people’s protest. Now, they have come here intending
to turn Kallai Village into a graveyard.

There is a proverb: “Trying to hide a whole pumpkin in a bowl of rice.” But here, they
are trying to hide the entire pumpkin field and tell lies. All of you have been listening since
morning to the stories they have been telling. If this project is to be established, how many
studies should actually be carried out? Those who are present here are taking money and putting
their seals and signatures. | do not want to say who they are; you yourselves know. People here
have taken money, signed documents and given their consent to turn this soil into a graveyard.
We strongly condemn all of this. '

15



What are the objections to this location? There is a temple here. There is a pond near th
temple, and all the people of the village use the water from that pond. Within about 100 metres.
there is a milk-processing factory. The Pollution Control Board engineer has granted permission
for that factOry. In addition, there is a residential layout nearby with 44 plots that have received
DTCP approval. About 12 years ago, Mr. Balaji and Mr. Abdul Rahman sold 12 of those plots.
and the sale deeds have been registered. This has been concealed. Behind you, sir. there is a 1L.&T
Power Plant worth about Rs.1,000 crore. Nearby, there are coconut groves and agricultural lands.
Within 400 metres there are 10 houses, and within 250 metres there is a garden.

Everyone is of the opinion that this project should not come here. Not even a single
person has expressed support. Therefore, the people of Kallai Village do not want this project.

Is this a crematorium? Where will the smoke from the burning process go? They say that
there will be no smoke. I have personally visited and inspected several such facilities. There are
six such facilities in Tamil Nadu, and T have inspected all six. Do you know how many people
have developed cancer? People in villages in Thanjavur have developed cancer, skin diseases,
and some have reportedly died suddenly due to heart attacks. Please protect the people. There are
plenty of forest areas. If such a facility has to be established, why not take it into the forest arca?
What kind of project is this? Will you bring it into an area where people are living?

We record our objection that this project is not wanted in our Kallai Village. With this, 1
thank you and conclude my speech. Thank you. ” he said.

12. Thiru. Ambedkar, Social Activist, Karur:

“Sir, Tomorrow is Clean air day, and all the village people should understand the issuc.
What we are concerned about here is that our drinking water may be affected. We may not be
able to rear goats and cattle. Many people may fall ill, and there are concerns about cancer.
Secondly, people may lose the use or functioning of their hands and legs. We cannot afford to go
to doctors every time. Our demand is that we do not want this project. The doctors and
representatives of the company are saying that they are going to start the company here. There is
a DTCP-approved layout nearby. Will they come and establish this project here along with their
own families? They will not. They will not come because they want their own families to remain
safe. Their attitude appears to be that it does not matter what happens to other families.

There are plenty of vacant places. The project can be established there. If the Government
wants to create employment, let the Government establish a company in this area and create
employment. Let us see whether they can do it. How many people have been provided houses
through housing schemes? There are none. But why are all the officials coming together only for
this project and conducting a public hearing? Did you ask the people? No. You will complete
your work, sign the documents and get transferred. But the project will continue to operate, and
we do not know what its consequences will be. Whether this project is required or not should be
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v carefully considered by the officials. After obtaining the people's views, the authorities should
take appropriate action to prevent the project if necessary.

The position of the people is that they do not want this project. In the past, through
Village Administrative Officers, surveys have been conducted in every village regarding the
number of houses, hut houses, tiled houses, occupations of the people, those working within and
outside the locality, educated youth, people working in government and private sectors,
agricultural lands, agricultural motors and various other details. Based on these data, the
Government departments should already be aware of the actual conditions prevailing in this area.
However, despite the taxes paid by the people, basic facilities have not been fully provided. In
particular, safe drinking water, sanitation, quality medical facilities and quality education have

still not been fully ensured.

In our view, two of the most important basic needs of any area are clean drinking water
and a healthy environment. Any project that may aftfect the livelihood of the people and natural
resources should be thoroughly assessed for its long-term consequences before it is implemented.
He concluded by expressing his thanks.” he concluded.

13. Mr. Senthil, Kallai, Karur:

“The entire Kallai Village is primarily dependent on agriculture and livestock rearing.
Apart from agriculture, there are no significant employment opportunities in this area. Therefore,
if this factory is established and the groundwater is affected because of it, the people of this area
may no longer be able to carry out agriculture. What will happen to their livelihood then? There
is no clear answer to this question. The factory management says that employment will be
provided to 50 people. But approximately 4,000 people live in this area. If employment is
provided to only 50 people, what arrangements have been made for the livelihoods of the
remaining thousands of people?. If agriculture is aftected, it should also be explained what
occupation these people will be able to depend upon for their livelihood.

At present, because rainfall has decreased and agriculture has been affected, around 300
people from this area travel to Tiruchirappalli every day to undertake construction work and
other daily-wage employment. If agriculture is atfected further, the people of this area may all be
forced 1o travel to other places in a similar manner. Kappak Kulam, located near the temple, has
been associated with the lives of the people of this area for a long time. During our childhood,
we used the water from that pond and grazed goats and cattle there. These are memories that

remain with the people.

What guarantee is there that the quality of this water body will not be affected after the
factory is established? About 15 to 20 years ago, a dyeing factory was established near this area.
The people state that no proper public hearing was conducted at that time. Subsequently, they
say that the quality of water in the surrounding wells was affected and that agriculture became
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difficult. The factory was later closed. Since there has already been such an experience, tl
people are concerned about the environmental impacts that may be caused by the proposed new
factory.

Further, the people state that not only biomedical waste but also human body parts and
other materials related to the medical sector are proposed to be brought to this facility. If a new
infectious disease or a major public-health emergency occurs in the future, the quantity of
biomedical waste may increase. In such a situation, a clear explanation must be provided to the
people as to how the biomedical waste generated will be safely handled and disposed of. This
entire area is dependent on agriculture. Most of the people here also depend on groundwater for
their drinking-water requirements.

Therefore, there is concern among the people that the establishment of the factory may
affect groundwater, soil and agricultural resources. Once groundwater and soil become polluted.
the impact may continue for a long period. Therefore, the people insist that the factory should not
be established here in order to protect the drinking-water resources and agricultural resources of
future generations. It must also be clarified why Kallai Village was selected for this factory.

What other locations were studied earlier? What were the reasons why the factory could
not be established at those locations? What was the reason for the authorities deciding that the
factory should be established specifically in Kallai Village? So far, no clear explanation has been
provided to the people by the authorities in this regard. It is also necessary to clarify whether an
assurance can be given that free medical assistance will be provided to the public through
approximately 30 doctors working in the villages surrounding this area. Similarly, if it is stated
that employment will be provided to 50 people from Kallai Village, a written assurance should
be given.

It should also be clarified which authority will be responsible for ensuring those
employment opportunities. Providing employment to 50 people alone cannot solve the livelihood
problems of the people in this area. There must also be firm safeguards for the future livelihood.
drinking water, agricultural lands and environmental protection of the remaining approximately
4,000 people who depend on agriculture. Therefore, taking into consideration groundwater, soil,
agriculture, drinking water and the safety of future generations, the people of this area do not
give their full consent for establishing this factory in Kallai Village” he said.

14. Thiru. Saravanan, Kallai, Karur:

“Sir, They are saying that the establishment of M/s.Navabuddha Agencies here will
provide numerous benefits. However, we are concerned about the impacts faced by people living
around industrial areas in the Virudhunagar—Sivakasi region after factories were established
there. It is being stated that some people are suffering from health problems and that they are
facing difficulties in grazing goats and cattle. Similarly, we do not want our area to face such
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problems in the future. Therefore, unless firm measures are taken to fully protect the health,
livelihood and environment of the people, we do not want Navabuddha Agencies to establish its
facility in our area ” he said.

15. Thiru. Krishnamurthy, Kallai, Karur:

“Sir, We have a great concern that projects such as Navabuddha Agencies being
established in our area may affect the health of the people, agriculture and the environment. It is
being stated that people living around industrial areas in the Virudhunagar—Sivakasi region are
facing various problems. Our concern is that such a situation should not arise in our area as well.
‘We came to know that a SIPCOT industrial estate is proposed to be established over
approximately 5,000 acres in the Kulithalai constituency. Therefore, we submitted a petition to
the District Collector regarding this matter. We were informed that the petition had been
forwarded to the Kulithalai Tahsildar for enquiry. |

However, so far, no official information has been provided to the people as to whether
the project will actually be implemented or not. We had informed the authorities in advance that
we were going to the District Collector's office to submit a petition. But two days before that, the
police stopped us from going and informed us that we should not proceed, and that the Tahsildar
had stated that the project would not be implemented. However, so far, neither a written reply
nor an enquiry report has been provided to us by the Tahsildar's office. Before bringing any
industrial project into our area, the views of the local people must be properly obtained.

It is also being stated that a public hearing is going to be conducted regarding a projeci
for producing “green ethanol” in the Kumar Mangalam area of the Kulithalai constituency. Such
meetings should be conducted in a manner that fully reflects the genuine views of the people.
Otherwise, it will result in unnecessary expenditure and confusion for both the Government and
the public. Nobody should think that Kallai Arul alone is involved in this protest. He is not
acting individually. People throughout the Kulithalai constituency are expressing their opposition
to this issue. There are people in every village who are working along with the local residents. In
the Thogamalai area, Tamilselvan, and in the Vadaseri area, Shankar, among several others, are
working along with the people.

We state that various political party members, opposition party members, social activists,
thinkers and members of the general public are supporting us. People are ready to express their
views on the basis of one person from each family. We also have doubts that large numbers of
people from outside areas are being brought to public hearings, while circumstances are being
created in such a way that the number ot local people appears to be smaller. It is also being stated
that some organisations provide snacks, tea and other refreshments to people attending such
meetings. This may create confusion in understanding the extent of genuine public support.
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“ Therefore, genuine participation of local people must be ensured in public hearings. Th
police should not act harshly only against local people who are Conducting protests. The same
legal procedures should be followed uniformly for everyone. There is no personal enmity
between the protesters and the police. Our opposition is only to the projects. We also have
various concerns regarding M/s.Navabuddha Agencies. In particular, local people state that
waste is being brought from other States and that it is causing foul odour and environmental
impacts. The concerned authorities should conduct a proper enquiry into this matter.

The authorities should also monitor whether the vehicles transporting the waste are being
operated according to the rules, where they are coming from, where they are going, and how the
waste is being handled. It is also being stated that approximately 10 tonnes of waste will be
incinerated per day. The concerned departments should clarify whether this is true and, if so,
what environmental and public-health impacts may arise from such an activity. We also have
serious concerns regarding the water bodies in the Thogamalai area. People state that scwage is
being discharged into the ancient Teppakulam and the surrounding water bodics. These
historically significant water bodies must be protected.

The Government should take proper sewage-management measures to prevent sewage
from entering these water bodies. The Government should also take immediate action to remove
the garbage accumulation and waste that has developed in the Thogamalai arca. No pond. river
or water body should be allowed to become a place for the discharge of scwage. Protecting water
bodies is an important responsibility of the Government. We understand that our petitions
relating to the STPCOT project are still shown as pending on the Government website. It is also
stated that similar information exists in areas such as Muthur and Koodalur. Therefore, the
Government should clearly announce whether these projects have actually been abandoned or are
still under consideration. Whether it is establishing a SIPCOT industrial estate in the Kulithalai
constituency, establishing a biomedical waste treatment or incineration plant, or bringing a green
ethanol project to Kumar Mangalam, the views of the local people and the environmental
impacts must first be thoroughly assessed.

We have been aware of environmental and industrial-project-related issues for more than
ten years. Therefore, we are not under any obligation to accept projects that affect our livelihood
in the name of employment and development. Simply saying, “5,000 acres of land will be
acquired, 10,000 acres of land will be acquired, and employment will be created” cannot be a
basis for expecting the people to agree. Our agriculture, gardens, livestock and natural resources
are important to us. We are satisfied with living peacefully from the income we earn through
agriculture. We do not need projects that destroy our livelihoods and then provide employment.
Therefore, respecting the views of the people of the Kulithalai constituency, all industrial
projects proposed to be implemented in this area should be examined transparently. Complete
information regarding the environmental, water-resource, agricultural, livestock and livelihood
impacts that may arise from these projects must be disclosed to the people. Our demand is that
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+ no project should be imposed on our area without ensuring the consent of the people and

environmental protection. Thank you.  he said.

16. Mr. Ezhumalai, Social Activist, Central/State Award Recipient, Karur:

“| have had the honour of receiving the National Award of the Government of India for
being an outstanding young person, as well as the State Award of the Government of Tamil
Nadu for being an outstanding social worker. First of all, I extend my greetings to the respected
District Revenue Officer seated on this stage and to the officials of the Pollution Control Board.
Projects of this nature are absolutely not wanted by the people of this area. The people consider
this project to be a destructive and conspiratorial project. The reason is that the people do not
want to give up their rights over their native land.

The representatives of this Navabuddha organisation are speaking highly of their
organisation, saying that it consists of 30 doctors, including doctors who served the people
during the COVID period, and that they have decided to bring a Rs 7-crore project to this area.
We respectfully bring this matter to the attention of the District Revenue Officer and the
Government representatives participating in this event. Those 30 doctors could instead take such
beneticial projects to the attention of the Government. They could implement such a project as a
Government project itself. If they are willing to raise Rs. 7 crore and show concern for this area,
they could propose such a beneficial project. It would be a very different matter.

Biomedical waste is generated in quantities exceeding 1,000 [units/quantity as stated in
the original speech]. Large quantities of chemicals would have to be used for cleaning and
processing such waste. They have stated that employment will be provided to more than 50
people. But the jobs they would provide would mainly be positions such as drivers, cleaners and
watchmen. There may not be sufficient opportunities in this area for people with specialized
technical qualifications. What will those people do? When such activities are carried out here,
the concerns expressed by the people are certainly reasonable. We request Navabuddha to
convey this information to the Government. As responsible Government officials, please take the
views expressed here to the attention of the Government.

It 30 people themselves come together and say, “We have established an organisation
called Navabuddha, and we are going to implement this project through it,” it gives the
impression that this is a project being undertaken for their own interests and profit rather than as
a genuine welfare project for the people of this area. Therefore, I humbly request the District
Revenue Officer, through this public hearing, to take this matter into consideration and convey it
to the Government in a neutral manner. What do the people of Kallai Village actually want? It a
nursing college is established here, it would benefit the children of this area. If a paramedical
institution is established here, it would be useful to the people. Bring good projects such as these,
or schools. As my brothers have already said, if people need to go to a hospital with facilities
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such as a Primary Health Centre, they currently have to travel many miles to Karu
Tiruchirappalli or Kulithalai.

Instead of bringing such beneficial projects to the people, we would like to suggest to
Navabuddha that you submit your proposals and activities to the Government. It is not just 30
doctors—the Government has the capacity to manage 3,000 doctors. The Government is a very
large administrative system. There are Under Sccretaries, Deputy Secretaries, Principal
Secretaries and Additional Chief Secretaries in the Government. They can examine the proposal,
discuss whether it is appropriate, take the matter up to the Legislative Assembly if necessary. and
decide whether there is an opportunity to implement a project such as Navabuddha. It can then
be implemented as a Government project itself.

If that is done, you may even receive appreciation for your efforts. Instead, saying that
“we, as doctors, are bringing this project here” gives the impression that it is a project being
undertaken for personal profit. Therefore, I humbly request the District Revenue Officer to
consider this matter and submit a report to the Government. Thank you  he said.

Thiru. Arulraj, Karur: (Again expressed his views)

“Next, all the village residents may state your name and village and express your views. |
will give the microphone to everyone. I understand that many of you are finding it difficult to
come forward and speak. Therefore, if you want to indicate that you do not want this project,
everyone may simply raise your hands * he said.

District Revenue Officer, Karur:

“If you raise your hands, it will be recorded in the recording system. I would like to
inform you that if everyone collectively states that they do not want the project. that itsclf will be
taken as the opinion of the village.” There are nine hamlets that together constitule onc revenuc
village. Approximately 4,500 people live in these villages. You have already expressed your
views very clearly on behalf of the villagers and the representatives. In simple terms, you have
stated that if the project comes here, there may be water pollution, air pollution, impacts on
agriculture, problems in grazing animals, sanitation-related problems, and serious impacts on
public health.

Not only that, you have also stated that the overall livelihood of the people may be
affected. All these views have been recorded here. All the opinions that you have expressed will
be forwarded to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority and also to the
Environment Department. Through this process, all the demands and concerns raised by the
public will be forwarded to the concerned authorities. Whatever final decision is taken by them,
we will properly communicate that decision to all the village residents. Therefore, nobody needs
to be afraid of anything. Similarly, you have raised many demands concerning public health.

22



-

You have requested that proper drinking-water facilities should be provided to everyone.
A new Government has recently been formed, and the budget session and allocation process are
currently underway. When budgetary funds are allocated for Karur District, appropriate action
will be taken regarding drinking-water supply to the people of the Kallai area, and arrangements
will be made to provide safe and hygienic drinking water to all of you.

You have also raised certain questions regarding the SIPCOT industrial project. During
the previous Government, locations for establishing a SIPCOT industrial estate were apparently
inspected only verbally. However, this time, as far as we understand, there has been no official
notilication regarding the establishment of a SIPCOT industrial estate in Thogamalai. Therefore,
as lar as the general public is concerned, we have already understood that the welfare of the
people is important to the Government and to the officials. Listening to the views of the public
and conveying them to the Government and ensuring that those views are given due
consideration is our first duty. Therefore, whatever the views of the public may be, we will take
those views as our own views and act accordingly. I would like to inform everyone of this.
Thank you ” he said.

17. Mrs. Saraswathi, Kallai, Karur:

She stated that she is from Ponnampatti Village, Kallai Panchayat, and that they do not
want this waste-treatment project.

18. Mrs. Sirumpayi, Kallai, Karur:

She stated that the peo‘ple of Kallai Village do not want this project.

19. Mrs. Veeramani, Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Veeramani. | am from Kallai Village. We do not want Navabuddha
Agencies,” he stated.

20. Mrs. Chitravalli, Kallai, Karur:

She stated that this biomedical-waste project is absolutely not wanted in their village.

21. Mrs. Malar — Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Malar, from Kallal Village. We do not want this project,” she stated.

22. Mrs. Dhanam, Kallai, Karur:

She stated that the project proposed to be established by Navabuddha Agencies is not

wanted in their village.
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23. Mrs. Narmadha, Kallai, Karur:

She stated that the biomedical-waste project proposed by Navabuddha Agencies could
cause harm and therefore is not wanted in their village.

24, Mrs. Saranya, Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Saranya. I am from Kallai Village. We do not want this harmful project,”
she stated.

25. Mrs. Nallammal, Kallai, Karur:

She stated that this project is not required in their village.

26. Mrs. Chellapponnu, Kallai, Karur:

She stated that they do not want Navabuddha Agencics.

27. Mrs. Kamatchi — Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Kamatchi. We do not want this company in Kallai Village,” she stated.

28. Mrs.Santha — Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Santha. This company is not required in our village,” she stated.

29. Mrs.Ambika — Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Ambika. Since this project may affect our health and also affect livestock
such as goats and cattle, we do not want this project,” she stated.

30. Lakshmi — Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Lakshmi, from Kallai Village. The project proposed to be established by
Navabuddha Agencies is a project that will cause harm to us. It provides no bencfit to us.
Therefore, we do not want this project,” she stated.

31. Mrs. Jeyalakshmi — Thottiyapatti, Karu'r:

She stated that the Navabuddha Agencies project is not wanted in their village.
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32. Mrs. Rajamanickam — Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Rajamanickam. This project of Navabuddha Agencies will cause various
kinds of harm to humans, animals and everyone else. As the land may become polluted,
agriculture will be affected. Since this project may cause many such harmful effects, we do not
want this project,” he stated.

33. Mr. Ramasamy, Kallai, Kalarpatti:

He stated that they do not want this biomedical-waste project, as it would cause harm to the
people of his village.

34. Mr. Suppan, Kallai, Karur:

“l am Suppan. We do not want Navabuddha Agencies in Kallai Village,” he stated.

35. Mr. Karuppannan, Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Karuppannan, | am from a nearby village called Kuzhandaipatti. We have
provided a borewell and are carrying out agriculture on seven acres of land. Our livelihood
depends entirely on this place. Therefore, we firmly state that we do not want this waste-

treatment project,” he stated.

36. Mr. Vellachamy, Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Vellachamy. I live in Kallai Village. Before expressing my opinion, I have
two questions. Already, there is a treatment facility called ‘Re Sustainability Earth Solutions’ in
Edappadi Taluk, Salem. Waste from that facility is being brought to Karur. When such a facility
already exists there, what is the need to establish another one in Kallai Village? Similarly, I have
a question regarding whether the opinions expressed by the public during this public hearing will
actually be recorded and considered, or whether you will merely listen to them and leave them
aside.

If this company comes here, there is a possibility of foul odour because human body parts
will also be brought here. There may be traffic congestion, and groundwater may be affected.
Since the people here depend on agricultural activities, their livelihoods may be severely
affected. It is not only the waste generated by this company that will be treated here. Waste from
other places will also be brought here for treatment. Therefore, it would be much better to carry
out such activities elsewhere rather than implementing this project here. For these reasons, we do
not need this company” he stated.
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37. Mr. Vinoth, Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Vinoth, from Kallai Village. We absolutely do not want this Navabuddha
Agencies project in Kallai, as it could cause a disaster to humanity,” he stated.

38. Mr. Shanmugam, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement, Karur:

“First of all, I would like to thank the District Revenue Officer who is presiding over and
conducting this public hearing regarding the Navabuddha Medical Bio-Waste facility. jointly
organised by the Karur District Revenue Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, as well as the District Environmental Engineer. There is a requirement that activities must
be carried out in accordance with the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959.
According to those rules, can this Navabuddha Agencies medical-waste facility operate here? It
cannot.

The reason is that within a 500-metre radius of the proposed Navabuddha Agencies
facility, there are various houses, and within 118 metres there are a temple, a pond and a
watercourse. All these matters are subject to various regulatory requirements. Therefore,
permission should not and cannot be granted to the Navabuddha Agencies facility in any manner.
Furthermore, the Tahsildar has issued a certificate relating to this Navabuddha Agencies facility.
That certificate has been included in the EIA report. In that certificate, it has been stated that
within a 500-metre radius there are no houses, house plots, village ponds/water bodies. temples
or electricity lines.

We have been repeatedly pointing this out at every meeting. Sir, we request you to kindly
take action against the Tahsildar in this regard. In Pichampatti Village. the Village
Administrative Officer has allegedly provided false information, and we have requested that a
case be registered against him. We have made similar representations regarding Kuppam and
Anjur villages. In Namakkal District, Village Administrative Officers do not provide false
information because cases have been registered against them and action has been taken by the
District Collector. In Karur District, Kadavur Taluk, in Varavanai Village, about two years ago, a
person named Muthusamy filed a complaint, following which action was taken against the
concerned Village Administrative Officer. Therefore, we request the District Revenue Officer to
take appropriate action against the Tahsildar. If a Government official provides incorrect
information in this document, members of the public can express their views only on the basis of
that information. Not only has false information allegedly been provided. but none of the
required documents relating to Navabuddha Agencies have been aftached.

Forty-five types of documents are required to be attached. None of them have been
attached. Only about five documents have been attached, and this public hearing is being
conducted on that basis. From the beginning, we requested the authorities to cancel this public
hearing itself because false information had allegedly been provided. Therefore, we stated (hat
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the public hearing itself should not be conducted. However, the people of this area have united
and, through a major protest and by demonstrating their strength, have collectively raised their
voice that Navabuddha Agencies should not be established in this area. Therefore, we request
that Navabuddha Agencies should not be brought to this location under any circumstances or at
any point of time. If it is brought here despite our objections, we will mobilise the people and
take legal action through the courts. On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement, | conclude my statement. Thank you™ he stated. )

39. Mr. Vijayakumar, Kallai, Karur:

He stated that the Navabuddha Agencies project would cause various kinds of harm to
humans, animals and everyone else. As the land could become polluted, agriculture would be
aflected. Since the project could cause several such harmful effects, he stated that they do not

want this project.

40. Manikandan, Kallai, Karur:

“My name is Manikandan. My native place is Pudukkottai, and I come from
Kamarajapuram. A similar biomedical-waste plant was proposed in Pisanathur Village,
Gandarvakottai Taluk, Pudukkottai District. A public hearing for that project was conducted in
November last year. In the project report of that plant, we identified several errors and statements
that we considered to be false. It was stated that various studies had been conducted even though,
according to us, the necessary studies had not actually been carried out. We examined all these
matters and raised them when the public hearing was conducted at Gandarvakottai. We
continued to insist that the District Administration take action. As no action was taken, we
immediately started a 50-day sit-in protest.

After several rounds of discussions with the District Administration, the protest ended
only afier the District Administration gave us a written letter stating that permission would not
be granted to operate the plant there. We successfully. stopped the plant from being established
there. Similarly, in the case ot Navabuddha Agencies, we have identified 24 issues relating to
errors in the documents submitted for establishing the facility and statements that we consider to
be false, and we have brought these matters before you. Sir has stated that there is a video
conterence at 1:00 p.m. and that the meeting needs to be concluded.Therefore, we are submitting
our written petition. There is one matter that everyone needs to know.

In this project, it has been stated that air-quality monitoring was carried out at eight
locations. One of those monitoring locations was approximately 450 metres from the proposed
plant site. There are no data available for this. For conducting air-quality monitoring and
installing the monitoring equipment, electricity would be required. There should be photographs
showing the equipment, the height at which it was installed, and how it was installed. There
should also be documentation showing how the monitoring station was established. Without any
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such documents, false claims have allegedly been made. We have identified around 23 suc
issues that we consider to be false. They appear to expect that they can obtain permission and
operate the facility by providing false information. If the people remain firm, we can prevent this
plant, which could have very serious consequences, from being established here.

Therefore, keeping the limited time in mind, T am submitting this petition and concluding my
statement. Thank you.” he said

Mr. K. S. Bharathimohan — State Secretary, National Legal Rights Association, Karur

(The same speaker who spoke as S.No. 11 spoke again.)

A resolution has already been passed by the village stating that this facility should not be
established at this location. A solar power generation plant worth approximately Rs. 650 crore is
situated behind this location. Therefore, 1 once again record that this plant, which may causc
harm to the people, should not be established at this location.

The members of the public submitted their petitions to the District Revenue Officer.

41. Mr. Sakthivel — Tamil Nadu Farmers' Association, Karur:

“It is precisely because this company may cause significant impacts that this public
hearing is being conducted. Whether or not the officials are aware of the impacts that may be
caused by this company, the people are well aware of them. This public hearing is being
conducted in this village so that the local people can express their views. It is wrong to bring
people from outside areas and make them speak here. All the opinions of the people have been
submitted in the form of petitions. Those petitions must be properly examined and considered. 1f
the submission of petitions by all the residents of our village will result in the cancellation of this
project, all the people of Kallai are ready to submit petitions. Even if a petition has to be
submitted to the District Collector, we are ready to submit it through the protest committce.
There is a solar power station very close to the location where this project is proposed to be
established. This is agricultural land.

It is also a vital area for grazing livestock. They have stated that employment will be
provided to 50 people. But we do not want that employment. This Government has not provided
us with even the 100-day employment scheme work, crop loans or fertilisers that we are entitled
to. At least leave this Kallai Village for the next generation. The District Revenue Officer has
stated that the project will not be implemented in this village against the wishes of the people. He
has also stated that the views of the people will be recorded and sent to the Government.

If, despite this, the project owner thinks that they can approach a Minister or senior
officials and obtain permission for the project, we are prepared to conduct a very large-scale
protest” he stated.
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v 4

District Environmental Engineer, Karur:

On behalt of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, he thanked the public and
NGO, volunteers who participated in this public hearing and expressed their views effectively. He
also thunked all the Police Department officials who provided security and ensured the smooth

conduct ol the meeting.

Following this, the proceedings of the public hearing were concluded.

-

E S —

District Environmental Engineer, District Re Officer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board, Kakur.

@/ Karur.
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