Minutes of the public hearing held on 22.01.2026, at 3:00 PM at the GST (Gopal
Saraswathi Thirumal) Mahal, Karadigudi Village, Anaikattu Taluk, Vellore District,
reqgarding obtaining environmental clearance from the State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority for the proposed ordinary stone and gravel quarry
to be established by Mr. R. Natarajan on survey numbers 251/3A (1.05.50 hectares)
and 253/7, 259/5, 259/2, 259/4 (2.31.50 hectares).

Those who participated in the meeting

1. Thiru.M.Siva subramanian District Revenue Officer,
' Vellore District. ‘
2. Thiru.Senthil kumaran Revenue Divisional Officer,
Vellore District.
3. Er.E.Chandrasekar District Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Vellore District.

4. Tmt.G.Shanmugavalli Assistant Director, Geology and Mining
Department, Vellore District.
5. Tmt.R.Parameshwari ' Revenue Inspector,

. Anaicut Block, Vellore District.
Industry representatives and the general public, Vellore district - 313 number of
attendees (attendance register is attached)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, as the District Environmental
Engineer, | welcome all the members of the public who have come to this public |
hearing meeting, as well as the D'istrict Revenue Officer, the RDO, the AD Mines, the
Tahs‘ildar, the BDO, the NGO representatives, and all other officials who are here to

preside over this meeting.

This public hearing is being conducted in accordance with the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) report 2006 and its subsequent amendments, for the
proposed cluster quarries of Mr. R. Natarajan, ordinary stone and gravel quarry,
Survey No. 251/3A, 1.05.50 hectares, Karadigudi village, Anaikattu taluk, Vellore
district, and Mr. R. Natarajan, ordinary stone and gravel quarry, Survey Nos. 253/7,
259/5, 259/2 and 259/4, 2.31.50 hectares, Karadigudi village, Anaikattu taluk, Vellore
district. Since these two quarries fall under the clusfer category and the total area of
the proposed quarries located in this area is more than 5 hectares, it falls under
Schedule 1 as per the EIA 2006 report and its subsequent amendments, and this site

falls under category B1. Therefore, a permission letter has been obtained from the
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Assistant Director of Geology and Mining, Vellore, for the extraction of ordinary stones
and gravel from these two cluster quarries, and the necessary draft project summary
report and draft Environmental Impact Assessment and Environmental Management
Plan have been prepared. It is also noteworthy that these companies have obtained
~ the terms of reference with public hearing for both these quarries on 22.06.2023
through the Ministry of Environment, Climate Change and Forests and the State Level
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, Tamil Nadu, Chennai. Furthermore,
based on this, these companies applied to the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
and the District Collector of Vellore granted approval on 11.12.2025, for conducting a
public hearing for these two cluster quarries. This public hearing is being held today
as a result of that approval. It is noteworthy that the details for conducting the public
hearing were published in the Tamil and English newspapers, namely Daily Thanthi
and The New Indian Express, on 17.12.2025.

Every person attending the public hearing meeting will be given the opportunity to
~ obtain the necessary information, explanations, clarifications, and answers to their
questions. First, the project proponents will provide explanations about the project
through a PowerPoint presentation. Following this, the public's comments will be
recorded via video, and at the end of the meeting, the proceedings will be explained
as meeting minutes and sent to the State Level Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority, Chennai, and the Pollution Control Board, Tamil Nadu, for further action. In
addition to press releases, the draft Environmental Impact Assessment report and its
executive summary related to the project are available in both English and Tamil at
the District Collector's Office - Vellore, Tamil Nadu Pollution Cohtrol Board - Chennai
and Vellore, Industrial Centre Kangeyanallur, State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority - Chennai, Regional Office Environmental Impact Assessment

Authority, Nandanam - Chennai, Government Branch Library - Anaicut, and the Block
| Panchayat Office - Karadigudi. Information about the public hearing meeting has been
circulated through auto-rickshaws and notices in Karadigudi village, where the quarry
is to be established, and the surrounding villages. Furthermore, announcement boards
and banners regarding the project have been placed in public places in both Tamil and
English. This meeting is scheduled to be held today 22.01.2026, at the GST (Gopal

Saraswathi Thirumal) Mahal marriage hall in Karadigudi village, Anaicut taluk, Vellore
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district. The public is requested to express their views in writing or verbally. | also
humbly request the District Revenue Officer to speak a few words about this project.

District Revenue Officer

‘| welcome everyone, this p'ublic hearing meeting is being held regarding the two
stone quarries located in Karadigudi village of this Anaikattu taluk; we will not be
making any decision here regarding whether or not to grant permission for the
quarries. The video recording of this public hearing meeting and all your petitions and
opinions will be sent to Chennai, and the decision regarding granting permission will
be made at the head office there. Therefore, please understand that we are not here
to make any decision at this moment. Currently, only the residents living within a
specific radius around the quarry can speak. After that, other members of the public
will also be given an opportunity to express their views. Each person will be given only
one opportunity to speak, and due to limited time, each person should speak for only
two minutes. You can start speaking one by one after the video presentation is
complete. Now, we can begin explaining the project through the video.” |

Subsequently, the projéct consultant explained the details of the project to the
public through a presentation (PowerPoint Presentation).

Following this, the District Revenue Officer spoke as follows:

Now that the video has ended, everyone will be given an opportunity to speak.
Please do not talk to each other; speak only when you are given the opportunity. Only
if everyone remains silent will everyone be able to hear. No one should interrupt. Once
one person finishes speaking, the next person will be given a chance. Express your

opinion within two or three minutes, he said.

Following this, the members of the public present at the meeting began to express
their views. These are as follows:
1. Giri, Karadikudi Village

Greetings to all, there is absolutely no connection between the video they have
shown here and the actual situation that prevails here. We would also like to clearly
state that no trees or plants have been planted here so far.
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e Revenue Divisional Officer, said, “Just a minute, first tell me who you are and

where you are from, and then clearly state your opinion.”

It has been about fbur years since | assumed the position of Panchayat Council
President. In these four years, the stone quarry has been completely shut down only
for the past two years. Not a single sapling has been planted here, and no
arrangements have been made for water facilities, there aren't even bathroom
facilities. Three years ago, the Government imposed a fine of 15 crore rupees for
excessive quarrying. The person responsible for causing that damage is the same

person who has now submitted a new application for permission. Now you are holding
| a public Hearing meeting as if nothing happened. isn't this treating the people like
fools? The crucial question now is, how can you even consider granting permission
again to those who were fined 15 crore rupees for excessive quarrying and violating

regulations, especially when they haven't even paid that fine yet?

e The District Revenue Officer stated, "This meeting is being held solely to
discuss the permission for the stone quarry that is planned to operate in the
future. Therefore, you should only express your opinions regarding that. We are
not concerned with what happened before, or what happened last year or ten
years ago. Natarajan has applied for permission for a stone quarry that will
operate in the future; you should only inform us about the potential impacts, the
effects oh your village, and any benefits you 'might receive. This meeting is
being held to determine whether or not to grant permission for this application,

so please clearly state your opinions relevant to this matter."

Cracks are appearing in our houses, and even though they show videos, the reality
is completely different. Our borewells are being affected, and the motors are broken
down. Even if we install new coils in the motors, they get completely damaged due to
the blasting. We have already closed four borewells. Our people, who previously had
no access to drinking water, have only recently started receiving some water in the
last two years. The quarry is now exceeding a depth of 100 meters. Come and see
that depth for yourselves. even if you brought all the soil from the surrounding villages,
you wouldn't be able to fill it. This is causing us immense hardship. When we go to the

fields in the morning, the dust is so thick that we can barely see. We have to go to the
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hospital at least once a week due to asthma attacks. Every single person in the villages
surrounding our panchayat is experiencing all of this daily. We are not asking for
money, we are demanding our rights. We are speaking out because our lives are being
affected. Therefore, we do not give permission for this stone quarry.

2. Rakesh, Karadikudi Village

That mountain was our source of prosperity. Rain fell there, and the rainwater
collected, allowing us to cultivate our crops, but now even that is gone. With the
grazing land also gone, we cannot let our cattle graze. Dust has settled on the rocks,
and moreover, the cloud cover is obstructed, resulting in reduced rainfall and a
complete change in the .seasons. Because of the deep pits dug in the ground, there is
a risk of cattle and goats falling in and dying. Previously, religious rituals were
performed on that mountain, but now even those have stopped. We will only have
peace if the quarry is shut down; just looking at it fills us with fear, and the sound of
the explosions terrifies us. Rocks are falling into the fields, completely disrupting
agriculture. How can we farm if the climate changes? Let whoever wants to earn as
much money as they want from the quarry, but you must also consider the welfare of
the people. Let the money go; first, look after the livelihoods of the people.

3. Malliga, Karadikudi Village

Even when a borewell was dug in the well, it collapsed, and although safety bars '
were installed in the house, they too have simply fallen down because of the blasting.
He is well aware of all this. Given the extent of these damages, the question arises as
to how safety can be ensured if this quarry continues to operate. Therefore, we request
that the necessary precautionary measures be properly implemented to prevent any

further explosions.
4. Balaji, Karadikudi Village

In Pichanatham village of Karadikudi Panchayat, houses are being damaged and
collapsing due to frequent explosions occurring in our area. This is also preventing us
from grazing our livestock, and various other problems are continuously arising. This
impact is most severe in Karadikudi Panchayat, but people from other panchayats are
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coming here to voice their concerns. Therefore, we humbly request that you visit
Karadikudi Panchayat in person, assess the true situation, and take the necessary
steps to benefit the people. In particular, we request that you personally inspect the
_ damaged houses and provide solutions to ensure the safety and livelihoods of the

people.
5. Sundharamoorthy, Pichanatham Village

Our livelihoods are severely affected by the presence of this stone quarry. We are
unable to graze our livestock, and people are suffering from a lack of drinking water.
Furthermore, the frequent, powerful explosions cause houses to shake, crack, and
suffer severe damage. This has created a situation where families are forced to live in

fear and insecurity.
6. Rani, Karadikudi Village

| live in Karadikudi village. We raise livestock such‘ as cows and goats. Due to the
stone quarry, cracks have appeared in our houses, and the loud blasting noises are
causing further damage. The pit have become so deep that we cannot even lead our
cattle through them, and there is no provision for drinking water; the water that was
previously available has also stopped flowing. The water sources are being affected
due to the continuous stone quarrying. We request that you visit the site in person and

take appropriate action.
7. Gunaalan, Karadikudi Village

Due to the blasting at this stone quarry, the windows of our houses shake violently
for a minute or two. During the blasting, the windows and doors rattle terribly, causing
cracks in some places, and there is a risk that these cracks will widen if the blasting
continues. Similarly, we do not get a proper supply of drinking water; the motor runs
for only two or three months, after which the water level drops, and they say we have
to dig again to get water. Therefore, | do not wish to repeat the points already
mentioned by others. Since our livelihood and safety are being affected, | humbly

request that this stone quarry be shut down. Thank you.
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8. Kalaivani, Karadikudi Village

Good evening to the District Collector, the Sub Collector, and all the Government
officials present here. Blasting in the stone quarry is causing cracks in our houses. We
are poor people who have built our houses with great difficulty, taking loans at interest.
Will we be able to repair these cracks once they appear? There are small children, _
elderly people, and those with health problems in our homes, and we have to ensure
their safety as well. We are daily wage earners, struggling to earn even 100 rupees a
day; is it possible for us to repair all this damage with that income? More importantly,
we raise goats and cattle. If they fall into the pits dug near the quarry, will we be able
to compensate for thé losses? We have no hatred or animosity towards anyone; we
are simply expressing to you that our lives and safety are being affected. This is our

concern.

 Since many chairs are vacant, everyone who is standing is kindly requested to
go and sit down. The police are instructed to ensure that everyone sits down.
The District Revenue Officer requested that everyone except those who are

speaking should be seated.

9. Chinnappan, Karadikudi Village

I work as a pump operator. One day, about two years ago, when | turned on the
water supply in the morning, the water came out muddy. When we investigated the
cause and removed the pipe, we found it was completely filled with silt and mud.
Before that, we had already closed two or three borewells. Currently, water is available
from only one borewell, and even that particular borewell had muddy water two years
ago. | must also mention that since the quarry stopped operations, the water has been
flowing steadily and is of good quality. We have suffered significant consequences
because of this. My own daughter previously had a wheezing problem, but she hasn't
had that problem fér the past year. Similarly, dust used to settle everywhere in our
house, on the windows, plants, and flowers, but now it has reduced somewhat.
Therefore, our opinion is that it would be best if things continued this way, without the

stone quarry.
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10. Ranganathan, Karadikudi Village

| am an LIC agent, and if so many people have come here today to talk about this
problem, then it is your responsibility to protect them, and you must also address the
people's concerns. The sheer number of people who have come here shows the
severity of the problem. The main reasons for this are the drinking water problem and
the damage to houses. | have taken a loan of 15 lakh rupees to build my house, but it
is cracked and on the verge of collapsing; if that happens, what can | do? We can't do
anything. Therefore, our opinion is that if a stone quarry can be operated safely without
causing any inconvenience to the people, then you should take appropriate action.

Thank you.

11. Vinothini, Pichanatham Village

What | want to say is the explosions in that area are causing houses to shake
violently, and similarly, since no sheep or cattle can go to that side, people also are
afraid to go there. Therefore, | came to convey that these explosions should be

reduced or stopped. | have no other request besides this. Thank you.

12.Sathya, Pichanatham Village

Due to the presence of this stone quarry, everyone is facing immense difficulties,
and the entire village is being severely affected. We are bringing this to your attention
because the daily livelihoods and safety of the people living here are all being

negatively impacted. Thank you.

13.Kalaiyarasi, Pichanatham Village

Our entire village is being severely polluted due to the operation of this stone
quarry. As a result, we are unable to graze our livestock, and the surrounding lands
have also been affected, preventing us from farming properly. Since our livelihood and
the environment are continuously being harmed in this way, | humbly request that you

consider our situation with compassion and ban this stone quarry.

14.Kavitha, Pichanatham Village

Our homes are being severely affected by the explosions occurring due to the

operation of this stone quarry, and the safety of our families has been in question.
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Therefore, | humbly request that you consider these impacts and take appropriate

action. Thank you, Vanakkam.

15.Mani, Pichanatham Village

Due to this stone quarry, our entire village is polluted, and the natural resources
are being severely damaged. As a result, our people have come to dislike the stone
quarry. The continu_ous blasting causes cracks in houses, dust leads to an increase in
respiratory problems including asthma, livelihoods are affected as people are unable
to graze their livestock, and there are additional dangers from stones flying from the
quarry ahd falling on other people's lands. Since these various problems are constantly
arising and disrupting the peace of mind of the people, | humbly request. that this stone

quarry be completely banned. -

16.Krishnaveni, Pichanatham Village

Even the houses built for us by the Government are now getting damaged and
developing cracks. We do not have the means to repair these houses again. As a
result, the safety ofrour families has become questionable. Therefore, we do not want
the stone quarrying industry, nor any of the damage it causes; | humbly submit this
request to the District Collector to completely ban this stone quarry.

17.Uthirakumari, Pichanatham Village

Significant damage is being caused due to this stone quarry. Many houses are
collapsing and being damaged, and severe cracks are appearing in many places,
forcing people to live in fear. Considering these continuous damages, we humbly

request that appropriate action to be taken. Thank you.

18. C.S. Mani; Karadikudi Village

What the people are saying now is all true. While the stone quarry was operational,
the stone that was available for a thousand rupees is now being sold for three
thousand rupees. Therefore, the Government should monitor this quarry and ensure
that the stone is quarried safely and properly. If the Government's regulations and
safety measures are fully implemented and the stone is quarried accordingly, the
people living in the surrounding areas will also be able to get the stone at a lower price.
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Instead of getting the stone locally, people are forced to go to distant places like
Semmedu, which causes to further inconvenience. Therefore, we request that the
necessary safety arrangements be made and measures be put in place to ensure that

the stone is quarried in an orderly manner, without causing any harm to the people.
19. Captain, Odhiyathur Panchayath

A unit of gravel costs up to 4000 rupees when sourced from outside the area, but
if the same is available locally, it would save up to 2000 rupees per unit. This would
also provide employment opportunities for at least ten people from our village. Without
this stone quarry, it is very difficult to make a living, and we are unable to even go to
other places for work. Similarly, due to the significant increase in the prices of M-sand
and Crushed Stone, construction costs have risen considerably. Therefore, we believe

that only by granting permission for this stone quarry and operating it properly will

improve our livelihoods.

e Meanwhile, the opposing group angrily questioned, "Why did you allow the
quarry owner to come up on the stage and speak? Given that he is responsible
for all these problems, it is not fair to let him on the stage and speak. How can
it be right for him to get on the stage and give advice to the villagers while they
are trying to voice their problems? | have been observing from the beginning of
the meeting, and it is not appropriate for him to be speaking from the stage.
This meeting was not organized for him; it is entirely for the general public.
Therefore, the people of Karadikudi village should be given the opportunity to
speak first." _

e The District Revenue Officer requested everyone to take their seats, asked
the owner to step down from the stage, and stated that everyone should
cooperate to ensure the meeting proceeds peacefully.

* Glady Joseph - Now, time is being given for people from Karadikudi to speak.
If there are others from Karadikudi, they can express their views. After that,
people from Odhiyathur will be given a chance to speak. Now, people of
Karadikudi, please speak, express your opinions. No one should impose their
views on others. Please make way for the general public and do not stand on

the stage. Express your opinions freely and courageously. Do not speak about
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unnecessary things; speak briefly about whether the project is needed or not.
No one is obligated to listen to what anyone else says; honestly say what you
feel in your heart. This is a democratic country, speak without fear, he said.

20.Kalpana, Thaangal Village

We are not concerned with their party-related issues. when | was living in
Rajapuram, the quarrying operations were being carried out in a very dangerous
manner, causing cracks in my house, the nearby temple, and the school. We even
went to the Collector's office and submitted a petition against this. Because of the large
trucks being operated, my uncle, who worked in the railways, and others joined
together to protest at the Collector's office, demanding that the quarrying to be
stopped. However, the quarry continued to operate despite our efforts. At that time, as
a single family, we were powerless to do anything, but we are now happy to see that

~ the operation has been stopped. Previously, the road construction work and the
~ resulting dust enveloped the entire house, completely changing its condition. Our

stance is that such activities should never be allowed to happen again.

21.Udhaya Raja, Devichettikuppam

During my tenth-standard study period, we frequently visited that hill area. 'At that
time, there was a large rock with three religious symbols carved on it, which was a
sacred stone where ancestral worship was performed. A path where the chariot of
Lord Krishna took place was also located nearby. But today, all those landmarks have
completely disappeared. Similarly, we had seen wild animals like peacocks, deer, and
rabbits in that area, ‘but today, not even a mouse can be found there. Since the natural
resources and wildlife that flourished in that place have vanished since the
commencement of this stone quarry, we humbly request, as our sole plea, that this

stone quarry should not be allowed to operate.

22. C.Mani, Thaangal Village

We have not experienced any kind of adverse effects. Approximately a thousand
families live here, not a single family among them has faced even the slightest
problem. We are all living well. We have not experienced any disturbance such as foul
odor, blasting noise, or dust due to the quarry operations, even though we live very
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close to the quarry. If you wish, you can ask our people directly. The truth is, they too
have not faced any inconvenience. Therefore, stating that our wish is for the stone

quarry to be opened and operated, Thank you.

23.Rajendran, Odhiyathur

In this period, technologies have been developed to carry out controlled blasting
that minimizes noise and damage. By utilizing these technologies, quarrying
operations can be conducted without causing any harm to the surrounding
environment. Similarly, modern technologies are available to control the spread of
smoke and dust, and if these are properly implemented, quarrying operations can be
carried out safely. However, due to the lack of a nearby quarry, the construction costs
for thousands of families have doubled. | have personally built approximately 250
houses, bringing in construction materials from Siddheri. At that time, | paid a rent of
500 rupees per truckload, but now it has increased to 2000 rupees. As a result, poor
people are facing immense difficulties in building their homes. If there is a stone quarry
nearby, construction materials would be readily available, and the work could proceed
without causing any inconvenience to anyone. Since technology now exists to carry
out blasting without causing excessive noise, | humbly request, on my behalf, that full
~ permission be granted to operate this quarry safely, strictly adhering to all Government
regulations. Thank you.

24.Jayashankar, Devichettikuppam

It all sounds good, but you don't know how many cracks have appeared in each
house. They say a unit of gravel costs 500 rupees, but if it's brought from out of town,
it costs 1000 rupees. Can we afford to lose our homes just because of that? I'm
building a house spending 30 or 40 lakhs, can | go to a different place just to save 500
rupees? You may have your problems, and you talk about them; I'm talking about my
problems. | don't need the 500 rupees discount; I'll buy it at the regular price and build
my house. But we need a guarantee for the safety of our homes, that is our only

demand.

e Mr. Giri suddenly started shouting at Mr. Rajendran, saying, “Who are you to
talk about this? You do not belong to this villagé, you know nothing about this;
therefore, you should not talk about this.”
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To that, Revenue Divisional Officer said, “Everyone please sit down quietly.
You are all talking repeatedly, but no one is willing to listen to what we are
saying. Please be quiet for a minute and listen to what we have to say.
Everyone, pléase sit down. The opinions of everyone who is speaking here are
being video recorded, and we are also recording them in writing. Everything
you are saying, and what the other side is saying, is being fully recorded on
video. This is not a debate; do not speak in the manner of, ‘He said this, and |
am saying this.” State your opinion directly, and it will be recorded. No one is
on anyone's side, just state what you think and leave. Do not speak in a way
that unnecessarily creates problems between the two sides. From now on, if
anyone speaks in a way that causes trouble, | will ask them to be sent out. You
can express any opinion you want, and we will record it.” '

To this, Mr. Jaishankar replied: “We are clearly stating that we do not want the -
~ stone quarry, but he is trying to divert the conversation to a different topic;
please take note of that,” he said.

Responding to this, Revenue Divisional Officer said: “That is his opinion, and
he has expressed it. What you are saying is, ‘Even if the price of stone
increases, we don't want a stone quarry in this area,’ isn't that right? We have
accepted and recorded that. Given this, why speak unnecessarily and create
problems instead of leaving the matter alone?” He then asked if anyone else

from Karadikudi wished to speak, and requested them to raise their hands.

25. J.Sathyan, Devichettikuppam

It would be better if everyone listened to each other; if they keep fighting, we will

be the ones who suffer the consequences. My request is that my third-floor house has

collapsed, and the authorities should personally inspect all the houses that have

suffered similar damage and provide compensation. Some people say they don't want

the stone quarry, while others say they do. The solution is for the Government to

conduct a survey by visiting each house, assessing the damage, determining the

extent of water depletion in each well, the number of borewells that have become

unusable, and the number of agricultural lands affected in each panchayat. After the

survey is completed, a solution can be found by holding discussions with the people,

as some are afraid to speak up, and others hesitate to express their opinions openly.
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Therefore, | humbly request the Officials to personally inspect each house and conduct
a survey within at least a one to two-kilometer radius in the affected panchayats. Given
the significant advancements in technology today, whether people want the stone
quarry or not, it would be beneficial to ensure the safety of the villagers, clearly explain
the effects of the blasting, and implement safety measures. Therefore, | believe that a
permanent solution to this problem can be found if the people and the Officials join

together to conduct a survey of each house, Thank you.

¢ RDO said, "If anyone else from Karadikudi wishes to speak, please do so."

26. Senthilkumar, Karadikudi Village

The land we owned was our ancestral property; we had two acres of Iaﬁd. We were
severely affected by this quarrying activity. The people of our village are facing water
problems and respiratory problems. We haven't even been able to build a school in
our village yet. Due to this quarrying issue, the authorities did not give us permission,
so we couldn't resolve any of these problems. We sold the two acres of land that
belonged to us. We couldn't cultivate anything there. It is because of this quarrying
problem that we are in this situation today. There are many farmers like us; this is the
truth. Please make the right decision atleast from now. Thank you.

27.Siva, Karadikudi Village

We live very close to the quarries in our village. Five quarries are currently
operating here. Because of this, there is a severe water scarcity. | was even forced to
sell the land due to this situation. Therefore, | want to clearly state that we no longer

want these quarries.

28_Udhayakumar, Odhiyathur

It has only been five years since | built my house. Due to the blasting at this stone
quarry, cracks have appeared in my house. It is very distressing to see my house,
which 1 built with borrowed money, being damaged like this. Moreover, the water
problem in our village has worsened; even today, the motor of a borewell broké down,
leaving us without water. This has severely affected both the people and the livestock.
Therefore, | request that this stone quarry be shut down. Thank you.
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29.Santhosh Kumar, Karadikudi Village

It's true that the 'building used to shake, but that's not the case anymoré. After the
petition was submitted, they reduced the blasting, and for the past five years, there
have been no problems. They have also stopped the excessive blasting that was
happening before. They mentioned a water problem, but there is no water scarcity in
our area. Therefore, considering the current situation, | think permission can be

granted for this quarry.

30.Murali, Odhiyathur

After this, you can take over the management, and we will help you start the
quarrying operation safely and without using excessive explosives. The price of
Crushed Stone, which-was previously available for Rs. 2500, has now increased to
Rs. 6000 due to transportation costs. Because of this, we are unable to take on
contracts and build houses. Wealthy people might bé able to afford it, but can a poor
perso;h' afford to pay so much to build a. Government-provided house? How can | build
a house paying Rs. 6000 per unit? Therefore, this stone quarry must be started, and
the business can be conducted with complete safety and without using excessive
explosives. Currently, more than 40-50 families depend on this business for their
livelihood; similarly, they are also providing assistance to children studying in schools

and contributing to temples. Thank you.

e “We don't need the quarry, sir. If we say no to the quarry, then it's a no, that's

all,” a person said.

31.Mahendiran, Thaangal

My house is only 300 meters away from the quarry. So far, there has been no
damage to my house. He has been running the business for 25 years, but for the past
seven years, he had been using explosives with excessive force. However, after
consulting with the Government, they have reduced the intensity of the blasts, so there
isn't much noise anymore. People in the nearby villages say there are cracks in their
houses, which might have been caused by the vibrations from the blasting; I'm not
denying that. | haven't been able to finish building my house; it's half-built, and I'm

| struggling because | can't get Crushed Stone. So many of you are speaking here. Can
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any of you get me a unit of Crushed Stone? | have to travel to Vellore, which costs ten
thousand rupees. If | could get it here, it would only cost five thousand rupees. | will
finish building my house when this problem ends; otherwise, I'll just cover it with palm
leaves. Please grant permission for stone quarrying td the extent possible, but at the

same time, | request that they refrain from causing powerful explosions.

32.Odhiyathur, Panchayat President

On behalf of the Odhiyathur Panchayat President, | extend my afternoon greetings
to all the highly respected Government officials, television and press friends, and all
the general public gathered here. In this inquiry to hear the opinions of both sides
regarding whether or not the stone quarries located in Karadigudi and
Devisettikuppam, which are adjacent to the Odhiyathur Panchayat, should be allowed
to operate, | would like to express my personal opinion. After receiving numerous
complaints from the public about cracks appearing in their houses, | accepted those
complaints and personally and telephonically instructed the quarry owners to reduce
the intensity of the blasts, minimize the noise, and operate safely. Accordingly, they
have been operating without excessive noise for the past two years. They inform me
before setting off the explosives, and if the noise is excessive, | immediately contact
the owners and ensure that action is taken. This is known to Mr. Natarajan, Shiva, and

all the quarry owners.

Similarly, we have installed a borewell in the quarry area and provided clean water.
When | personally inspected the places where cracks were reported in the houses, |
found that some houses were built very close to the blasting site, without even a 100-
meter gap. | also observed that cracks were appearing in houses where substandard
cement was used, proper curing was not done, and houses were built hastily at low
cost. Cracks are also present in houses in areas where there are no quarries.
Therefore, the authorities should investigate and determine whether these cracks are
due to blasting or due to poor construction quality. Thié is not a party-affiliated opinion,
but my personal opinion as the Panchayat President. Therefore, the authorities should
conduct a proper investigation and decide whether or not this stone quarry should be
allowed to operate. The quarry may be located in Karadikudi or Devisettikuppam, but
since the people in Odhiyathur and Thangal areas are most affected, | humbly request

that the authorities investigate and make a decision by directly consulting the people
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in the houses surrounding the quarry, using details such as their Aadhaar and land
ownership documents. The decision should be based on the situation of those living
around the quarry, rather than seeking opinions from people in other areas. Thank

you.

33.Baskaran, Karadikudi Village

| live in Karadikudi, and it is true that these explosions are causing cracks in the
houses. | can show direct evidence of this. When the authorities come for inspection,
the sound of the explosions is sometimes less intense. But at times when no one is
watching, especially around seven or eight in the evening, the sound of the explosions
is much louder, severely affecting heart patients and pregnant women. Even if you set
a specific limit and leave, they only follow it for a few months, and then the terrible
sound of explosions returns. The truth is that the cracks in the houses are not due to |
substandard cement, but due to the excessive noise of the explosions. Furthermore,
agriculture is severely affected by the dust settling on the fields. Even if the plants
grow, no vegetables or flowers are produced, and it has become impossible for cattle
to graze. They claim that the price of Crushed Stone of Rs.500/- has been reduced by
bringing it from a distance, but they don't understand the loss caused by the cracks in
houses built at a cost of several lakhs of rupees. Another important point is that the
depth of the quarry is not disclosed to the public, but when viewed directly, it appears
to be 150 to 200 feet deep. Considering that nearby agricultural wells are generally
only 50 feet deep, the question is how the farmers will have access to water if they dig
so deep. Although we don't know the exact depth of the quarry, it appears to be 200
feet deep when we look into it, which is definitely causing water scarcity in the
surrounding area. The soil on the edges of the wells is collapsing, causing them to be
covered and damaging the pump sets. Pollution deposited is true, and the cracks in
the houses are also real. It is true that the regulation you set are followed for only one
or two months, and then they are violated again, and it is also true that explosions are

carried out more frequently at night. Thank you.

» Then, as soon as Mr. Gautham started speaking, the opposing group began to
shout, interrupting him and preventing him from speaking, asking, "Why are you
coming from pallikuppam and talking about this completely unrelated matter for

you? "
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e Later, the District Revenue Officer instructed Gautam to submit his request in
writing. He said, "We will only receive the petition; we are npt the ones who will
review it." Since the opposing party still did not cooperate, he refused to accept
the petition and rejected it.

o The District Revenue Officer said, "If anyone else wishes to speak, please do

so now; the meeting will conclude after this."

34. Quarry Owner

Mr. Giri, please be quiet. Thippasamudram Panchayat is also a neighboring
panchayat, isn't it? | haven't come from Coimbatore; we also have a right. We can
remain calm and listen to what the demands are. This is a public Hearing méeting, we
are here to speak about the problems the people are facing. When you present your

demands, shouldn't we also present our demands? he said.

Then,

e Those present at the rheeting said that opinions should be éought only from the
people affected by this quarry.

e Responding to this, Revenue Divisional Officer said: This is not a problem that
falls solely within the purview of your panchayat. Issues like lack of water supply
or unpaved roads can be discussed with you, but since this meeting is a legally
mandated by public Hearing meeting based on an assessment, any member of
the public can speak. However, priority will be given to the villagers living near
the quarry. We have been speaking continuously for an hour and a half, and
when we went through this entire row and asked who wanted to speak, no one
raised their hand. That is why we moved on to the nexf row and gave the
microphone. Why are you creating a commotion now? he asked.

e The opposing members questioned how the quarry owner could speak at the
public hearing meeting ?

¢ Responding to this, Revenue Divisional Officer said: “We did not let the owner
to speak; we only said that if there was anyone else from the public who wanted
to speak, they could. If you continue to disrupt the meeting further, you will be
out by the police. Moreover, all the affected have already been given an

opportunity to speak. If anyone else still wishes to speak, please let us know,
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and they will also be given an opportunity. No one should say that these people
“shouldn't speak or those people shouldn't speak;’you have no right to say that.”

35.Ramesh, Karadikudi Village

People in our house are unable to sleep at night because of the excessive noise.
The sound of firecrackers and machinery continues until seven or eight o'clock at night,
which also causes. significant pollution and is very distressing for us. Therefore, |
humbly request that you make appropriate alternative arrangements to address this

problem. Thank you.

36.G.Sundar, Pallikonda

[ am a social acfivist, a person who has served in Government service, and | have
donated blood 43 times. As such a dedicated servant, driven by concern for this
society, | am now the secretary of a Communist Party. Anyone can express a general
opinion; a public hearing meeting is open to everyone. If the announcement had stated
that dnly people from three villages could participate, we would not have come. As
someone who acts with concern for society, | say that this quarry should be allowed
to operate. Pallikuppam is only four kilometers away, and we get graVeI and other
materials from there at a lower price. Now, the panchayat leaders and councilors from

our village have to spend thousands of rupees to buy these materials from elsewhere.
There is a verse in the Thirukkural: "@eworb [BMq. &DHDPL By SieubHmer Wlens
mmg.". Similarly, stop the operation where the impact is greatest. We humbly request

that you grant permission to operate this quarry, subject to the measures the .

Government takes to prevent harm.

e The opposing side began speaking, raising the question: "Here are the affected
villages of Pichanatham, Karadigudi, Odhiyathur, and Thangal. Whose opinion
will you listen to? That of the people from these directly affected villages? Or
that of those coming from Vellore and other distant places?"

e Revenue Divisional Officer said, "You have finished speaking, haveh’t you? The
public hearing meeting is held so that not only the affected people but also

everyone, including NGOs, can express their opinions."
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You should seek the opinions of the people living near the quarry in places like
Pichanatham, Karadikkudi, Odhiyathur, and Thangal. Is it right to ask people
who have come from elsewhere? If someone comes from Mumbai and asks for
a quarry, would you accept it? This is a public hearing meeting; why are you
asking for our opinion to hear the quarry owner's opinion? We are the ones who
know the difficulties caused by the quarry," they said.

Responding to this, the District Environmental Engineer said: “We have invited
everyone to the public hearing. We have also published announcements in the
Indian Express and Tamil newspapers. The public hearing is related to the
Impact Assessment, and opinions, both positive and negative, may be
expressed. That is why é PowerPoint presentation was given to explain the
details. As you mentioned, we have consulted the people in your village, and
similarly, the rule is that members of the public can express their opinions
regardless of where they come from. People from Karadikudi might be living in
some other corner of the country; they will see this announcement and come.
Moreover, some people may have already experienced the negative effects of
a quarry; they might be anywhere in India, and they can come and express their
views, which we will also record. It is not limited to Karadikudi alone. This is a

public meeting for everyone.”

37.Vinoth, Pichanatham Village

I am one of the residents whose house has been affected by the operations of this
stone quarry. We own one house, which has been damaged due to this quarry, forcing
us to demolish it and rebuild a new one. Everyone knows how difficult it is to build
another house in the same location in today's economic condition. Not only our house,
but numerous houses in our village and neighboring villages have also been severely
affected by this quarry. Therefore, | am presenting this opinion so that other families
do not suffer the same fate as ours. Please, the quarry should only be established if a
firm guarantee can be given that it will not cause any harm to us. Otherwise, the quarry

is not needed. Even if minor damage occurs, the Government should take full

responsibility for it. Thank you.

What the quarry owner said was: Whether the damage affects Giri, it's still

damage; whether it affects my dear friend Manimaran, it's still damage; whether

Page 20 of 23



it affects Balaji, it's still damage. We all share the éame blood, so please be a
little calm. If you are affected, won't that affect me too? My point is that it affects
everyone. This is a democratic country, and this public hearing meeting is being
held to gather the opinions. We could have simply written down our opinions
and left, couldn't we? Instead of doing that, when we are giving everyone a
microphone and asking them to express their views, they should'state their
opinions. You are speaking for so long without fully understanding the point.
Similarly, they gave microphones to the people of Karadigudi Panchayat for so
long and listened to their opinions. Everyone said that there is damage, they
are affected, and their houses are damaged. | haven't denied that at all.
However, considering that this quarry has been operating here for the past 20
years with Government permission, we need to consider whether any of the
people in this area have suffered loss of life or significant damage, or problems
like price increases. If this quarry is being operated in accordance with all
‘Government conditions, then full permission can be granted. Thank you.
~Responding to the person who spoke earlier, Mr. Manimaran said. An incident
:h‘as occurred where a woman died after a stone fell from the quarry.
‘Govindasamy's wife, Gomathi, died after getting caught in a conveyor belt, and
there was also an incident where a woman died when a stone fell on her while

she was walking. He questioned whether they were aware of all these incidents.

38.M. Nithya

My husband works in this quarry, and we are confident that this quarry will operate

without any damage, subject to the conditions you impose. We alone know how much

our familiy suffered in poverty because my husband was unemployed for the past two

years. We are confident that he will operate this quarry safely and without causing any

harm to the people. He has taken on responsibilities such as providing educational

loans for my children during their studies, building a house for us, and has been like a

member of our family, doing good for us. There is no doubt that the person who has

done good for us will also do good for the people. Although my husband is hearing-

impaired, he was given treatment and the opportunity to continue working permanently

in this same job, because no one else was willing to offer him employment anywhere
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else. This N.R. Group is our identity; please do not destroy that identity. | humbly
request that our livelihood should also improve while ensuring the safety of the people.

39. Jebakani

I am a social activist from Thiruvannamalai, and | have been working in this field
for the past 22 years, participating in many meetings and presenting my views. It is
natural for any industrial or quarrying operation to have problems; however, since the
Indian law of 2018 mandates that the opinions of social activists and written
submissions from them must be considered, | am expressing my opinioni here.
- Industries, when operated properly and in accordance with regulations, are what pave

the way for the livelihood and development of the people.

e Meanwhile, the opposing side angrily snatched her microphone and tbld her to
leave. ‘

. FoIIowinQ this, the District Revenue Officer spoke, stating: This public hearing
meeting is being held solely to gather opinions. All your comments have been
recorded through video recording, and the District Environmental Engineer has
fully documented who'spoke, what they said, and their names. All this recorded
information will be sent to the headquarters in Chennai, and the next
administrative steps will be taken based on the decision made there. Therefore,
no decision has been made here regarding whether the quarry permit will be
granted or not. Now, Sangamithra will speak; she will be the last speaker. If
anyone else wishes to speak, please submit your comments in writing, and the

meeting would conclude thereafter.

40.Sangamithra, Advocate

I am from Kuchipalayam village, which belongs to the nearby Thippasamudram
Panchayat. The operation of this stone quarry is affecting not only humans but every
living creature. The excessive noise is causing health problems in humans, including
hearing loss and respiratory issues. Similarly, birds, deer, and other animals living in
the nearby forest area are severely affected by the noise. Many people have suffered
~ hearing loss, and there have even been some fatalities. Furthermore, the silica dust
from the rock particles enters the respiratory tract, causing blockages and severe

breathing problems. In addition to this, there is significant water pollution; sewage and
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poliutants from the houses flow into the agricultural lands, affecting the crops. Noise
pollution, air pollution, and land pollution are all prevalent. Because this quarry
operates without proper guidelines and regulations, the pollution is increasing, and the
air pollution, in particular, is so severe that it is affecting human lives. Therefore,
considering these harmful effects, | strongly urge that this quarry should not be allowed

to operate. Thank you.
41.Another Advocate

Sir, the operation of this quarry is causing environmental damage such as water
and soil pollution. It is also reported that air pollution is occurring due to the release of
harmful gases like nitrous oxide and sulfur oxide. Furthermore, the dust particles
generated during the dynamite and RDX explosions used in the quarry mix with the

air and spread, causing serious harm to birds and humans.

e Meanwhile, the opposing group prevented him from speaking, after which the
" meeting concluded, as stated by the District Revenue Officer.

District Environmental Engineey, District Revenue Officer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Vellore District
Vellore District '
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