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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR THE
PROPOSED ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY OF M/S.K. NALLASAMY
ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY IN 2.89.0 HA LOCATED IN SE.NO
226/1(PART), KUPPAM VILLAGE, PUGALUR TALUK, KARUR DISTRICT ON
14.06.2023 AT 10.00AM IN MURUGAN THIRUMANA MANDAPAM, KUPPAM
VILLAGE, PUGALUR TALUK, KARUR DISTRICT.

Participants:

I. Mr.M. Kannan,
District Revenue Officer,
Karur District.

2. Er D. Jeyalakshmi,
District Environmental Engineer,
Karur District.

3. Publics and Environmentalists — List enclosed.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer in her welcome address on behalf of the District
Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed all the visitors to attend
the public hearing. Also she said that the proprietor of M. Nallasamy Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry, had applied to conduct a public hearing regarding the quarry.

According to the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006, consultation
of public opinion for the above projects has been made mandatory. So the Public Hearing
meeting is being held on today's date. In this regard, an advertisement has already been made
in Dinathanthi Tamil Newspaper dated 12.05.2023 and The Hindu English Newspaper dated
13.05.2023 and the copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report related to this
project were displayed for public reference at the District Collector's Office, District
Industries Center and Panchayat Union Office, etc a month ago, she said.

She also informed that the public announcement about the meeting was made through
loudspeaker, leaflets and posters on 12.06.2023 in Kuppam and surrounding Villages. She

also informed that the summary report in Tamil and English related to the said project has



also been uploaded on the website of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for public
viewing. Then she asked the District Revenue Officer to preside over the meeting,

District Revenue Officer:

The District Revenue Officer, who presided over the address, welcomed the audience
to the hearing. He informed that the public consultation meeting is being conducted as per
government guidelines for M/s. M. Nallasamy Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry in Kuppam
Village, SF No. 226/1 (Part). He also said that the information related to the project has
already been uploaded on the websites. He then asked the general public to express their
views clearly and concisely without any hesitation. He informed that all the opinions of the
public participating in this meeting will be forwarded to the government without any
discrimination. He also said that the project consultants of the company will explain about
this project to all.

Environmental consultant Geo Technical Mining Solutions:

He welcomed all Department Government officials including District Revenue
Officer and District Environmental Engineer, Press friends, Environmentalists and Police
Officers, those who are allto participating in the Public Hearing meeting. He explained the
details of the proposed project as follows.

1. An Introduction to Quarry Scheme

2. Location map of project site

3. 500 meter radius satellite photo

4. Details of proposed quarries within 500 meters radius

5. Details of ongoing and completed quarries within 500 meters radius

6. Satellite photograph of project site

7. Photograph of project site

8. Total geological resources and total quarry reserves

9. Features surrounding the project site

10. Basic environmental monitoring

I1. Land Environment

12. Land use within 10 km radius

13. Soil environment

14. Topographic map showing locations where soil properties have been studied

15. Soil test results

16. Water environment

17. Topographic map showing locations where water quality has been studied
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. Results of water quality survey |

. Climate

. Map of wind direction

. Topographic map showing locations of air quality monitoring

. Results of air quality survey

. Sound environment.

. Topographic map showing recorded locations of sound level survey.

. Results of Volume Study.

. Photograph of basic data (air, sound) collection.

. Anticipated environmental impacts and preventive measures.

. Environmental Impact Assessment.

. Mitigation measures.

. Anticipated environmental (acoustic) impacts and preventive measures.
31.

Anticipated Environmental (Hydroenvironmental) Impacts and Preventive

Measures.

32
33.
34,
35.
36.
3T
38.

Water sprinkling on roads
Construction of green wall
Benefits of the Scheme
Environmental Management Plan
Occupational Health and Safety
Benefits of the Scheme

Conclusion

Distriet Environmental Engineer:

She asked the public to register their name and address and give their views on the

project accordingly.

1. Mr.S.

Palanivel, Kuppam Village:

First he gave his respects to the government officials and he said that he has no objection

to the Quarry if quarrying operation is in accordance with the government rules.

2. Mr. P. Raja, Sathiram:

He said that he has no objection to the Nallasamy Quarry.

3. Mr. P. Gopalakrishnan, Thalaivathuppatti;

He said that he has no objection to the Nallasamy Quarry and permit can be given to

the quarry.
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10.

11,

12.

13.

Mr. Marappan, Pudhurpatti:

He said that he has no objection to the Nallasamy Quarry.

Myr. Lakshmanan, Kurukaampalavam:

He said that they have been doing this business since he was born. He does n'tknow
any other business. So Permission can be given to the Quarry.
Myr. Saravanan, MGR Nagar:

He said that he is coming from MGR Nagar and he said permission can be given to

the Quarry.

Mr. R. Selvakumar, Rangapalayam:

He said that he has no problem to the Nallasamy Quarry.
Mr. P. Kumar, Kuppam Villagg

First he introduced himself as Exward member and General Secretary of Kuppam
panchayat. He said that this consultation meeting is just for name sake and no rules are
being followed anywhere. He said that if the government officials do their job properly,
then there is no need for this consultation, and no one does it by following the rules. He
also said that Karur region is the hottest place in Tamil Nadu and the reason is because of
the large number of quarries in Kuppam Village. Finally, he said that he has no objection
to Nallasamy Quarry if quarrying operation works according to government rules.

Mr. A.D. Rajendran, Tirupati:

He said that he is a NGO Member and coming from Tirupati. Till now no objections
were raised hence permission can be given to Nallasamy Quarry, he said.

Mr. A. Subramani, Tirupati:

He said that Public Hearing meeting is being held today for NallasamyRough Stone
and Gravel Quarry. Mr. Nallasamy has promised to install pollution control devices at the
Quarry site and to plant trees around the Quarry.

My, Sivakumar, Kuppam:

He said that he has no objection to the Nallasamy Quarry.

Mr. Palanisamy, Karudaiyampalayam;:

He said that he lives near a stone quarry. Due to quarrying operation, a stone fell
down on the roof of his house during a festival time, he filed a complaint with the
Paramathi Police Station, but no action was taken. He said that they should investigate
and then issue permission.

Mr. Thangavel, Kuppam:

He has no objection to the Nallasamy Rough stone Quarry, he said.
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14. Mr. Sakthivel, Nochikkattur:

He said that he has no problemto the operation of Nallasamy Quarry.
15. Mr, Vinoth, MGR Nagar:

He said that he has no objection to the Nallasamy Quarry.

16. Mrs. Saroja, Nochikattur:

She said that she is coming from Nochikkatur and permission can be given to Nallasamy

Quarry and they will give her business and if permission given it will be very useful for us.

17. Mir. Shanmugam, Anti-Illegal Quarrying Movement, Karur :

He gave his respects to the District Revenue Officer and the District Environmental

Engineer. He said that the EIA Commission is conducting this consultation meeting under
wrong information by the Nallasamy Quarry. The Village Administration Officer has given
certificate that there are no houses within 300m of the quarry. But in the field SF No. 226/1
part where Quarry is located on the East sideSF. No. 88, there are two Green Houses in 75
meconstructed under Government financial assistance and in the south-eastern side, in SF No.
224 at a distance of 100 m there is Thalaiuthupatti Veerakumaraswamy temple and in the
south-west part,in SF.No. 205, there is a temple in 200m and in 150m perimeter, on the
western side SF.No. 221, 222, 198 houses were located. On the western side of 250m radius
inSF. No. 212, 262 houses were present and 250 m on the northern side, in Puturpatti SF No.
209, 246 with homes, townships, and dwellings, all are on village maps and records and all
records are concealed.

He also said that there should not be any irrigation systems implemented by the Central
State Drainage Board within a radius of 500m. But in the south, a new drinking water
irrigation station has been constructed in SF No.486 at about 200 m in 7.5 crores. This is
shown in the Topographical diagram. He also said that there is a bridge in 400 m from the
quarry site and there is a bore well in the panchayat land at a distance of 100 m in SF No.224,
all these are shown in the field map and all these are hidden. He insisted that action should be
taken against the Village Administrative Officer and the quarry owner who gave false
information. He also said that in Kadavur Taluk, criminal action has been taken against the
Village Administration Officer for giving wrong information to lime quarry and similarly in
Palladam taluk, criminal action has been taken against Village Administration Officer for
giving wrong information to quarry. He concluded his speech by saying that action has been
taken against a Village Administration Officer named Sivakumar in Chennimalai as well and

so permission should not be given to this quarry, which gave such false information,



18. Mur. Vijayan, Cauvery River conservation Movement, Karur:

He gave his respects to the District Revenue Officer, the District Environmental Engineer
and to the people. Then he asked that how many quarries are operating in Karur District with
government permission and we gave the list of quarries operating without government
permission but they were not yet inspected. He also said that inspections should be carried
out and unauthorized Quarries should be shut down and fined. He said that already the water
has been polluted by Noyal River and Amavavathi River and also the air has been polluted by
quarrying and excessive blasting. Explosions are heard at 6 pm near Adyar AnandBhavan
hotel. He said that the bomb should be blasted at the stipulated time. He concluded his speech
by saying that action should be taken against trucks carrying excessive weight and illegal
stone quarries.

19. Mr. R. Ravichandran, Karudayampalayam:

He greeted everyone and continued his speech. He said that he hails from
Karudaiyampalayam and this area is surrounded entirely by stone quarriesaround 50
kilometer radius. Due to the large number of quarries operating every year, the area has the
potential to become the worst zone on climate. In particular, this area is home to goats, cows,
agricultural land and people's livelihood and all will also be affected. Especially the dry
weather is more common in this area and in Tamil Nadu, only Paramathi in Karur District is
recording high temperature every day. He said that this is a sign of disaster, and if this
continues, there will be a situation where the rainfall rate will decrease and the animals will
not be able to live, there will be a drought, soil pollution and water pollution due to these
quarries. The situation may be created where people will not be able to live. Therefore,
considering this, he concluded his speech by saying that permission should not be given to
this Quarry.

20. Mir. Mukilan, Coordinator, TamilNadu Environment Protection Movement, Karur:

First, he extended his greetings to all those who attended the hearing. He said thatthe
Tamil Nadu Minor Minerals Rules, 1959 dictates whether a quarry is fit for operation or not.
This law book is the guide for all quarries. The field audit prepared by Village Administrative
Officer, District Collector, RDO Karur and AD Mines were not attachedin the EIA report.
There is a letter from the forest department only. But the above letters are not attached. 40
types of documents should be attached with EIA report. This should be confirmed by the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. If Quarry details asked to the AD Mines by us, AD

Minesis not responding and does not give any details of the quarries, he said.




As per G.0O.19, District Collector, District Revenue Officer, RDO and Tahsildhar together
should inspect the Quarries. Under RTI Act, we are receiving all the details from other
Districts but no response has been received from Karur District.

On May-1, a stone fell from Ganeshmurugan's quarry at Palaniswami’s House and no
action was taken after filing a complaint. Then he explained Rule 36(1). He said that no new
house should be built within 300m radius and no permission should be given for new
quarrying if there are houses within 300m. In Tirunelveli District, Banur area, the quarry was
shut down in 2014. The construction work of Government Arts and Science College worth Rs
I'1 crore has been put on hold due to that abandoned Quarry. This is what the Rule says he
said.

At a distance of 100 m on the south side of the quarry in SF no. 224, there is
Thalaiuthupatti's Veerakumaraswamy Temple, in the eastern part of plot, in SF No.8 at 225
meters distance, there are two green houses, in the south-west side of the quarry, SF no. 221,
222, 198 there is a house within 150 meters and in the western side, there are houses in SF
No. 212 and 362 and all details are in FMB, A-register and village map. He said that it is not
possible to give permission to the quarry.

Even if the houses built, are not in use and even if they are dilapidated, they are like the
slums of the Village. Anytime they renovate and build houses. He said that quarries cannot be
built in these areas. In AD Mines report, “they have stated that there are 5 farmhouses in
300m stated in EIA report at Page No.220 from the quarrying field, and those farmhouses
have no objection to the quarrying. Hence permission can be given.” But there is no such rule
in the mineral rule book, however, the Director of Mines, Chennai can give an excemption if
they have houses within 300 meters, but the Village Administrative Officer, District
Collector, RDO, AD Mines cannot give report like that and this is wrong according to the law
and action should be taken against them, he asked to the District Revenue Officer.

Earlier, stone from Karudayampalayam Ganeshmurugan Quarry fell nearby
Palaniswami's house and then complained to the District collector, District commissioner,
Tahsildhar and District Environmental Engineer through WhattsApp and written complaint
but no action was taken. In Tirupur, we have fought against an AD Mines official named
Mr. Vallal and Mr. Jayakanthan [AS, who gave false information as mentioned above, and
got transferred. He insisted to do everything should be done according to the law. North side
of Quarry there is oor Natham, in SF no. 209 & 246 within 300 m. Even if there are 10
houses now, it may be 50 houses tomorrow. Because they come in approved housing plots

and Quarry is 200 m away from this. So he said that permission cannot be given for this
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quarry. An irrigation tank constructed at a cost of Rs 7.5 crore under a Rs 440 crore project is
located 150 meters south of the quarry field. This is a violation under Rule-36(i) of the Minor
Minerals Act, 1959. Earlier it was shown that it is 80 meters to NTC Quarry. But this time it
was not shown. This is very wrong. He said that appropriate action should be taken against
the officials who gave such wrong information.

Also, in the south-west part, a motor room is there, where water is drawn on behalf of the
panchayat council, adjacent to Thalayuthupatti Veerakumaraswamy temple, through which
water is distributed to the people in the tank. All these details are hidden. He said that action
should be taken against the officials who gave wrong information. Then the temperature of
the Paramathi area is very high. A 3.5-magnitude earthquake has disrupted livelihoods in the
area. Vairamadai, Muttur, Vellakoil have received already 2 Rector Earthquake. But if 1
more Richter comes higher, there will be nothing in Karur. Hence, permission should not be
given on the basis of law. Last December, we made a complaint that, Nallasamy Quarry is
working illegally. But no action was taken. He asked whether anyone can loot government
property. Then he told that everything under the ground level belongs to the government and
they are only the tenant. Also 16 quarries including Kavita Quarry were reported for illegal
operation of quarries day and night but no action was taken. We lodged a complaint in GDP
Meeting. But no one has inspected the quarries.. He also said that Jaganathan was murdered,
after he caught the quarries with evidence.

Therefore, this quarry is completely unfit to operate as per mineral rule. He said that the
company which prepared the inspection report should be banned and it costs Rs.5/- for us to
take Xerox. But the company making the plan, multi-crore-earning Companies and
Government officials are doing such bad things, where well go and complain, he asked.
Later, the District Collector himself attended all the hearings held in Tirupur, Madurai
District and Namakkal District. AD Mines also does not attend any meeting here and there is
no information in RTI, he asked where to complain all of this. Later, it is stated in the project
report that if this quarry is operated, it will cause air pollution, soil pollution, noise pollution,
water pollution, environmental pollution and affect the social economy. Hence, he said that
permission should not be given. And he asked to show at least one quarry in Karur District,
which runs as per rules. He also said that the consultation meeting is being held just for name
sake only. He said that if there is any wrong information in what I am saying then put me in
Jail and if it is correct then put the program announcers who gave false information in jail.
Then the project report should contain Archeology Department Report, Endowment

Department Report, TWAD Report, Revenue Department Report and all departmental reports
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but none of these are present in the project report. A report from the forest department said
there is a Dadampalayam lake at a distance of 7.8 km, He also said that the day before when
the Village Administrative Officer was with him, they blasted at 4 o'clock, the time for
blasting the quarry was only between 1 to 2 o'clock, and in NTC Quarry, one person died
after operating the quarry without permission for 3 years, but no action was taken.

When a naanalvedi is used, there will be no sound. But naanalvedi are not used. Also
fighting to protect the soil, he was attacked by Shekhar Reddy hooligan but could not stop
sand quarries from operating in Tamil Nadu for seven years. Sand quarries were in the grip of
ministers. when Chief Minister Stalin was asked for his vote in 2021 and today the scenario
has not changed despite the change of government. He also said that the bribes that can be
paid to the officials are increased. According to TNPCB&You, this region comes under
Over-Exploitedzone. So it should be taken into consideration. And they submit the project
saying that if there is any wrong information or false information in the project report in
Quarry's application, the project will be rejected and if any permission is given and the
project is being implemented, the project will be withdrawn. But they have submitted many
false documents. Therefore permission should not be given for quarrying. He concluded his
speech by expressing his gratitude and saying that this should be reported to SEIAA and this

quarry did quarrying excessively and hence this quarry may be fined Rs. 10 crores.

| 3
Lo, o
District Environmental Engineer, District Reve fficer,

nu
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur,
Karur.
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