Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 22.10.2024 at 11.00 A.M. in
Samuthayakoodam, Melur Village,' Sathiyamangalam Post, Kulathur Taluk,
Pudukkottai District to establish M/s. M. Nallaiyah Rough Stone & Gravel
Quarry with an extent of 1.53.5 Ha at S.F.Nos. 210/7C1 & 210/8A1B, of Melur
Village, Kulathur Taluk, Pudukkottai District.

Name of the Project:

M/s. M. Nallaiyah Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry with an extent of 1.53.5 Ha
at S.F. Nos. 210/7C1 & 210/8A1B, of Melur Village, Kulathur Taluk, Pudukkottai
District.

List of Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. A. Akbar Alj,
Revenue Divisional Officer,
Huppur,

Pudukkottai District.

2. Thiru. K. Selvakumar,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

3. Thiru. R. Kaviyarasu,
Tahsildar,
Kulathur Taluk,
Pudukkottai District.

4. Thiru. S. Arunkumar,
Revenue Inspector,
Narthamalai Division,
Kulathur Taluk,
Pudukkottai District.



5. Thiru. S. Murugan,
Village Administrative Officer,
Sathiyamangalam,
Pudukkottai District.

6. Thiru. S. Prabhu,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

7. Thiru. M. Venkada Subramanian,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District. |

List of Participants related to the project:

1. Thiru. Gobinath,
Senior Environmental Engineer,
Eco Tech Labs Private Limited,

Chennai.

In the public hearing, 43 persons were participated, including Government Officers,

Project proponents and the general public. (Enclosed video Annexure-A).

Welcome note given by District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu, Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District has welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur who
presided over the function. He welcomed the Tahsildar, Kulathur, other revenue
officials and other Government officials. He also welcomed the 'Proprietor of M/s. M.
Nallaiyah Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry, Project Proponent, Press, NGOs and

general public who were attended the Public Hearing meeting.

He also informed that as per Ministry of Environment & Forest, New Delhi

vide EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, certain type of projects, public opinion has



to be obtained before the issue of Environment Clearance. He added that the
public notice informing the conducting of public hearing was published in The
Dinathanthi & The New Indian Express on 14.09.2024. This "public hearing was
conducted for M/s. M. Nallaiyah Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry with an extent of
1.53.5 Ha at S.F.Nos. 210/7C1 & 210/8A1B, of Melur Village, Kulathur Taluk,

Pudukkottai District to obtain the views of public.

'He also informed that the views of public would be recorded and it would
be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai

after getting approval from the District Collector, Pudukkottai.

District Environmental Engineer informed that M/s. M. Nallaiyah Rough
Stone & Gravel Quarry project proponent would explain about the project after that

'~ the public could give their opinion either verbally or in writing about the project.

Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur:

He welcomed the gathering and informed that the Project Proponent would
explain about their proposed project outlay and Environmental Impact Assessment

study carried out through Power Point Presentation.

Power Point Presentation by the Project Proponent:

Thiru. Gobinath, Senior Environmental Engineer, Eco Tech Labs Private
_ Limited, Chennai of M/s. M. Nallaiyah Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry has explained
about the details of the project outlay, Environmental Impact Aésessment report and
Environmental Management Plan through Power Point Presentation. (Copy of the

detail is enclosed in Annexure -B).

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public to register their
views on this project either verbally or in writing by giving their name and village

details.



Followed by this, Public Hearing process started.

1. Thiru. ThirUvarutseram, Melur Village

He introduced himself as Thiruvarutselvam from Melur Village. He stated that
he has no objection in establishing this quarry. But, it would be better if some
measures were taken because when they carried out blasting is done here, the
whole houses vibrates. Secondly, they carried out blasting during evening at around
4 pm. When they carried out blasting, a kind of bad odour comes to the whole Melur
village. | don't know what to call it. The intensity of the bad odour is too much. He
requested that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to rectify it. He stated that the
dust coming from the crusher is spreading towards Melur village, and when the wind
blows towards north direction, the entire Melur village becomes one dusty place. No
one is looking into it. He said that he did not know what the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board was doing. He added that if we want to go in a vehicle in that area, we
have to cover our noses to protect from that dust, otherwise we will fall somewhere.
He said that above said is a big issue. The second big problem for Melur village is
that hot mix plant. When that hot mix plant is under operation smoke that come out
and spread to more than a kilometre. we cannot do anything about that if we leave it
for a week, two days or three days, the impact of that smoke is high. Because, many
small childrens are present there. They have given an account of 200 people in
Melur village. There are thousand people been living in Melur village. He pointed out
that first of all the population statistics of this village is wrong. They mentioned that
population statistics in which only 250 people are shown in Melur village. He
registered his opinion that he has no objection, however he requested that

permission will be granted to the stone quarry as per the law.

2. Thiru. Kamarai, Melur

He introduced himself as Kamaraj from Melur. He stated that he has no
objection to establish this quarry. This creates employment opportunities for people.
Instead of paying two lakhs or three lakhs to forgoing foreign country like Singapore
for earning money, and this quarry has created employment opportunities for many

uneducated people. Therefore, he registered his opinion that he has no objection to



establish the project.

3. Tmt. Thangam, District In-charge, Agricultural Association, Pudukkottai

District

She introduced herself as Thangam, District In-charge of the Agricultural
Association, Pudukkottai district. She welcomed the lllupur Revenue Divisional
Officer and Tahsildar on behalf of the village. She stated that she did not want to
express any objection for this quarry. She also added that to support and no
objection for this quarry. She thanked for the opportunity and registered her support

opinion towards the project.

4. Thiru. Arun, Pudukkottai

He introduced himself as Arun from pudukkottai. He said that if this quarry
operated in this village, all the youngsters and everyone in the surrounding area will
get a good employment opportunity, He registered his support opinion that he has no

objection‘ to establish the stone quarry and recommended the project.

5. Thiru. Subramanian, Melur

He introduced himself as Subramanian from Melur. He stated that he has no
objection for giving permission to this quarry. He added that the panchayat would get
good income, and the people are here capable to do work. So, that permission will
be granted for this stone quarry. He registered his support opinion towards the

project.

6. Mr. Pandian Melur

He stéted that on behalf of Melur village panchayat, he welcomed the
Tahsildar, Revenue Divisional officer, journalists and Melur village people who have
come to the public hearing meeting conducted by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board. When the District Environmental Engineer asked him to inform his name and
town, he replied that his name is Pandian from Melur. He said that the village
panchayat will develop only when the quarry business develop here. Therefore,
permission will be granted in accordance with the government laws and Rules &

regulations. He further added that like one brother said earlier blasting will be carried



out only with the permitted type and quantity of explosive without causing any
hindrance to the public, and village and permission will be granted by Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board in accordance with rules and regulations. He expressed his

support views for the project.

7. Thiru. M. C. Manoharan, Melur

He introduced himself as M.C. Manoharan, Member of Melur Panchayat
council, Social activist and also working in Adam Pitcha. He welcomed the Revenue
Divisional officer, Tahsildhar, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Officer and all the
officials and public who were attending this public hearing meeting. He stated that he
has spoken at many public hearing meetings. He mentioned one poet saying that
why we have to begging for foreign countries, when our own country has all the
wealth. As of today all wealth and welfare are here under the governance of our
beloved leader Thalapathy, the Honourable Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. In that
way, this Melur Panchayat is a developing village in Pudukkottai district. All the funds
“are being generated here and the development works are going on. As he said that
this many times in the meeting. Similarly, former District Collector Tmt. Uma
Maheshwari and former District Collector Tmt. Kavita Ramu, who was close to us
ours heart have also came here and conducted public hearing in this hall. Similarly,
former Revenue Divisional officer our beloved Thiru. Palanisamy have also visited
here, | need not to say anything above that. He added that our village should
develop, our town should grow, then we have to fulfill our needs by ourselves. We
should not mandate that government should do it, and we should do it by ourselves.
In that way, we have no objection for establishing this stone quarry, and they should
act in a way that does not harm the public and also within the law. He said that in the
previous public hearing, he gave a petition that the vehicle from the crusher was
spreading M-Sand dust all over the road and the dust was fell in the passengers
eyes. The same was informed to the Assistant Director, Department of Geology &
Mines department and they said that they will removing it. You have to look at that
dust, you have to go and see as an official visit and look in to the dust. You only
know if you walk like me. If you go by vehicle like a car or jeep, you don’t know about
the dust. He added that if you go from Melur to Muthudayanpatti and Thavudmill,

look at how much dust was accumulated on the side of roads. Now only i.e, a day



before yesterday it was removed. Due to this, childrens are affected, the public are
affected, school going childrens are getting affected. He said that he is not objecting
for the M-Sand, they need employment opportunities, but it should not affect the
public in reality. He added that he gave a petition to the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board in this regard. But no action has been taken so far and it is very condemnable.
He requested that, our beloved Thalapathy, our Honourable Chief Minister of Tamil
Nadu is looking into the demands of the public. You see it every day. Thérefore, we
should ask them to bring this M-sand in a way that does not affect the public. You all
are going by car. But when water splatter from the vehicle it come into contact with
the clothes worn by others and it causes a bad odour. He further added that he has
stopped the vehicle four or five times every day and asked them to don't take the
vehicle like this and not to cause hindrance to the public. He said that they need to
drain out the water in the M-sand and cover the vehicle during taking the M-sand and
they can go without affectingk the public. He expressed his support opinion for the
project by saying that we have no objection, and we want to develop our village, and

his town should grow.

8. Thiru. M. Jagabar Ali, Venqgaloor, Pudukkottai

He greeted everyone and introduced himself as K. Jagabar Ali from
Vengaloor villége, Thirumayam Union, Pudukkottai district. He said that he is 60
years old and he has never attended any public hearing meeting before. Also, said
that this was his first time attending a public hearing meeting. He welcomed the
respected and honest Revenue Divisional Officer, District Environmental Engineer,
Tahsildhar, other officials, journalists, friends, brothers & sisters who came here. In
this village, a public hearing meeting is currently being conducted to grant
permission for respected brother Nallaiah to establish a stone quarry. Everyone in
this public hearing meeting are saying that this quarry can be established. | have
also came to say that this quarry should be established, but | have never came here
to say that this stone quarry should not be establish. At the same time, | am obliged
to emphasize that this stone quarry should operate in accordance with the laws and
rules & regulations of the government. For example, | do not want to take a long
time. After me, my dear brother Manikandan will speak by pointing out many

shortcomings of this project. | am obliged to mention only one small example, that is



“one rice is enough to check a pot of rice. He mentioned that the respected Village
Administrative Officer, Sathyamangalam Taluk, Kulathur Taluk, has given a
certificate for this quarry, which is in your proposed mining plan. | think it would be
good if you look at it. He mentioned that the certificate on page number 312. The
certificate given by the Village Administrative Officer, Sathyamangalam, Kulathur
Taluk, Pudukkottai District stated that pudukkottai District, Pudukkottai Taluk, Door
No. 8668/4, Chola Real Estate, Thiruvapur, Mari Konar, his son Mr. Nallaiah who
resides there, have applied for permission to lease a rough stone quarry in a total
area of 1.53 hectares in the Patta land Survey No. 210/7C1, 210/8A1B, Kulathur
Taluk, Melur Village, Pudukkottai District. There are nol Village Natham residential
areas, approved layouts, temples, ancient historical monuments and Cemeteries
within a radius of about 500 m around the‘area for which permission has been
sought for the quarry. There is no obstruction on the village roads for vehicles to
reach the land for which permission has been applied for the stone quarry.
Furthermore, he has given a certificate stating that there is no obstruction to the
general pubiic and the nearby government poramboke land and patta land. But,
when we look at Google Maps and Google Earth, there is a colony, there are a lot of
residential buildings. It is evidently clear to us. He requested that the officials to
come and inspect it directly again. He said that all these things if you give permission
based on the certificate issued by the Village Administrative Officer, then mistakes
will start from there. It will start creating confusion there. It is my humble opinion that
it would be better if you, the honest officials look at it directly once again and then
decide it. If it is like that then please go for suitable solution. He requested the
respected Revenue Divisional Officer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Engineer,
and Tahsildhar, who are presiding over this public hearing meeting, please accept
my request and please look at it once again in person. He again and again
emphasised that if all these things are not there, then you can give permission. If you
give permission with such a mistake, then we will have to do things like approach the
District Collector or approaching the Hon'’ble Madras High Court, Madurai bench. We
do not want to go for it. You can give permission to this quarry according to the law.
He humbly stated that we will also appeal, if they violate the law. He stated that he
will appeal and approach the Madurai bench of the Madras High Court, He thanked

for the opportunity and recorded his opinion for this project.
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9. Thiru. Manikandan, Kamarajapuram, Pudukkottai

He introduced himself as Manikandan, Kamarajapuram, Pudukkottai. Mobile
number 9965119111. He said that he has come to express his opinion in the public
hearing for the M/s. M Nallaiya Rough St‘o'ne Quarry with an area of extent 1.53.5
hectares i.e, 3.5 acres ih the S.F. No. 210/7C1, 210/8A1B, Melur Village, Kulathur
taluk, Pudukkottai district. Before that, | would like to state a general comment that
is, a law is being created, a rule is being created. This public hearing meéting is
being conducted today bécause the Hon’ble Supreme Court has given an order that
too only after various irregularities occurred and the social activists has approached
the Hon'’ble Supreme Court of India and then the Hon’ble Supreme Court has issued
an order to establish such procedure throughout the country. After that order, this
rule was being implemented. If there is a rule, then the rule should be implemented.
That is why this public hearing meeting is being held. Similarly, no one has come
here to object the granting Of,permission to quarries which is in accordance with law.
He stated that we are only pointing out things that are not in accordance with the
law. | informéd that if any quarries corrected our findings then no one can prohibit the
operation of these quarries. He added that the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral
Concessions Rules, 1959 states that if any stream, canal or waterways are located
then, a distance of 50 m (about 175 feet) should be left from the quarry. In this
location of Melur Nallaiya quarry, a odai flows in the north side of the SF. No
210/8A1B. There is no 50 m gap to that odai. This odai is marked in the village map
attached in the Environmental Impact Assessment report. He said that next, a odai
flows in the north side of the SF.No. 210/7C1. There is no 50 m gap to that odai. This
odai also marked in the vilage map attached in the Environmental Impact
Assessment report. On the south side of SF. No. 210/7C1 of Nallaiah Rough Stone
Quarry, a odai flows adjacent to the SF.No. 56 of panambatti village and there is no
gap of 50 m for that odai too. This is also marked in the village map attached to this
report. According to Section 36 (1) of The Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concessions
Rules, 1959 a distance of 50 m should be left from water bodies like odai to the
quarry field. But here it was not like that. This is a clear violation of the law. Not only
that, the Assistant Commissioner of Land Administration, Chennai has stated in the
Revenue Department Government Order No 26, Section 15, that even if there is a

passage on private patta land, it is a geological path, a footpath and a odai then that



odai and path is a Government property. Even there are located on private land is on
private property, it is clearly defined as Government property. We are attaching a
copy of that order. He mentioned that it is wrong to prepare this Environmental
Impact Assessment report without leaving a gap for the odai and it is a violation.
Hence, permission cannot be given for the stone quarry as per the law. He added
that approved houses, housing plots, permanent structures, all these are mentioned
in the revenue documents based on Section 36 (1) of The Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral
Concessions Rules 1959, such as Panchayat and DTCP approved plots, village
nathams, temples, permanent structures like government scheme houses, green
houses, approved houses built with bank loans, are located at a distance of 300 m
should be left. The rule clearly said that the quarry operation should be carried out as
per the law. But in Melur village, they itselves have marked on the map, that they
have clearly shown this 300 m map, 500 m map, everything comes within that. In its
southern side of SF No. 56 in Panampatti village, there are approved houses, which
is marked on the village map attached in the Environmental Impact Assessment
Report. In melur village from the quarry field within 300 m radius, at 150 m on East
side of panambatti village, there are permanent structures and approved houses are
there, which is indicated in the map on page No. 305, plater No. 6 of the
Environmental Impact Assessment report English version. Hence, permission could
not be given to this quarry as per the law. He informed that if you look at that map,
they has used the word infrastructure to hide the existence of government vacant
houses, which is a huge irregularity. If you look at that, the officials from the village
administration officials to all the officials at various levels, they have hidden it by
saying that no one has lived in the houses mentioned in the revenue department
documents, the house are now collapsed, the house are now been damaged. But, as
per the Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959 Act, it is enough to mention it as
house in the UDR of Revenue Department and it is not necessary that there must be
a house located there, anyone can buy that land and built a house there at any time
and the rule said the same it. Therefore, it is clearly stated that even if the house is
dilapidated, collapsed and damaged condition, it is a house or a housing plot. He
said that a copy of that order has also been attached to this. Further he informed that
while there is a law that there should be no houses within 300 m of the field where
the quarry is located but there are approved houses, permanent structures, and a

school is located within 300 m distance. Therefore, there is no chance for this quarry
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to operate as per the law. Apart from this, there are many permanent and temporary
houses are located within a radius of 300 m from the field where the quarry will be
located. The government rule says that there should be no houses are located within
a radius of 300 m during the time of bla_sting in the quarry. Beyond that, if illegal
permission is given, there is a possibility of incidents happen like thé explosion
incident occurred in Aaviyur village, Virudhunagar district on May 1, 2024, which
resulted in the loss of life. Therefore, giving permission for this quarry is an illegal.
He mentioned that permission shall be given only illegally. He stated that we have
taken Various google‘pictures, in which there are houses in 187 m, 24 m, 181 m,
272 m, 24.79 m, 305 m, 18 m, 70 m, 146 m respectively from the quarry. This much
number of houses are there. He pointed out that the village administrative officer
issued the NOC hiding this number of houses. Next one, the water stagnating water
bodies are oorani, Eri and pond, if these are located a 500 m distance i.e. 1750 feet
should be left from the quarry location as stated in the many court judgments and
Government rules. If these water bodies are located, they have to obtain permission,
NOC from va.riovus departments after that ohly they have to apply for a stone quarry.
But they have not obtained any permission, special permission from them. They
have to'obtain a permission before they apply for a stone quarry. They have
prepared the EIA report without obtaining any permission. He stated that on the west
side of the stone quarry SF. No 210 at a distance of 200 m in panampatti village at
SF. No 58 there is a Oorani called Vaal Oorani is located. This oorani is mentioned
in the village map and computer FMB drawing. On the East side of the stone quarry
SF. No. 210 within a distance of 500 m in panampatti village at SF. No. 166 there is
a big pond called as a vaagai kulam with an area of 20 acres is located. This lake is
mentioned in the village map and computer FMB drawing. He informed that many
court orders and government rules said from the oorani, Eri and lake a 500 m i.e.
1750 feet distance should be left from stone quarry location. If a stone quarry
proposed to operate in that location, then special permission should be obtained
from various departments and they need to apply for that. But they didn’t done ’that
Hence, there is no chance to grant permission for this stone quarry. Permission
should not be granted. As they have not leave the distance from the oorani, Eri and
lake, hence, permission should not be granted. The Minor Mineral Concession Rules
1959 states that a 500m distance should be left from the overhead tank, water

supplying arrangement, Government bore well, water pumping station, bore well
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from the stone quarry location. But within a radial distance of 500 m, from the stone
quarry location there is a overhead tank, water supplying arrangement, Government
bore well, water pumping station, bore well were located. Hence, permission should
not be granted as per law. As per Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959, section
36(1), if overhead water tank and similar structures were located, 500 m distance
should be left from the stone quarry field. But, they have prepared the fnining plan
without mentioning the above is a violation. Hence, permission should not be
granted. He informed that the law states that if cart path and foot path is located,
then 10 m i.e. 35 feet should be left. The Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959 said
if it is artificially laid road, public road is located then 50 m i.e. 115 feet should be left.
On the south side of the quarry location, tar road is located. In the report they have
stated that they had left only 7 m i.e. 20 feet instead of 50 m from the public tar road.
The law states as 50 m should be left, but they have left only 7 m. This public road
was mentioned in the village map and FMB sketch. On the western side of the stone
quarry location SF. No. 210/7C1, there is a tar road and they have left only 8 m i.e.
25 feet instead of 50 m from the public tar road. The artificially laid public road is
mentioned in the village map and FMB sketch. In the mining plan they have
mentioned that the artificially laid public road to mention as cart path and should left
| only 10 m from the quarry. It is wrong. He informed that the rule clearly states that it
is a artificially laid public tar road as public road but they have changed it as cart path
and left only 10 m gap. If so, how they changed as cart path and left 10 m gap only.
They haven't even left 10 m gap. They have only left 7 mand 8 m gap. Hence, they
should left 50 m gap. As it is a public tar road, 50 m distance should be left. It is the
rule. If it is not like that, then it is a violation of rules. He added that the Assistant
Commissioner (Land Administration) in its Revenue Department Standing Order No:
20 section 15 clearly mentioned that geological path, odai, Boosthi path were located
in private patta land, as it is a government property. We enclosed the copy of that
order herewith. They have not left 50 m distance for the public road which is
mentioned in the village map, the permission should not be granted to this stone
quarry. They have to prepare another new report. After obtaining all the permissions
they have to prepare a new report and then apply freshly and after that only you can
consider this. This report is fully rejectable. Hence, permission should not be granted
to this quarry. Next one is they have not left enough gap for the public road. Next low

tension electric line is passing nearby. From that 50 m gap should be left. But they
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haven't left any gap from that to the stone quarry. It is truth. When you visit there,
you can see that is located very nearby. There is no possible to grant permission as
per Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959 to the stone quarry. He said that as per
Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959 said from the government land, 10 m i.e. 35
feet gap should be left. The SF. No. 211 around the stone quarry is the government
land. From that 10 m gap should be left, but they have not left 10 m gap from the
stone quarry location to the government land. It is continued as subsequent lands.
He stated that as no gap is left as per Minor Minerai Concession Rules 1959, hence,
the report has to be completely rejected. From this proposed stone quarry and to the
nearby stone quarry there is a gap of 10 m should be left, but they haven't left the
gap. ’that 10 m gap and there is no gap between the eastern side of stone quarry of
SF No. 210/7C1 and proposed quarry where already mined the minerals. The
permission shall not be granted for the Melur Nallaiyah rough stone quarry as per
law. Public hearing meeting should be conducted with Ehvironmental Impact
Assessment report along with 45 type of documents as Annexure mentioned in the
Terms of Reference (TOR) issued by State Environmental Impact .Assessment
Authority. Thén only we can find out the what irregularities were happened. In the
Environmentai Impact Assessment report they haven't even enclosed the UDR with
lader drawing. So, we cannot able to identify many truths and we suspect that many
truths were hidden. Because in this report itself, we have identified many
irregularities. Hence, after rectifying there irregularities they should prepare a new
report along with complete required details, and apply with fresh application. Based
on that a fresh public hearing meeting should be conducted. As of now, granting
permission to this Nallaiyah Rough Stone Quarry based on this report is totally illegal
and violation of law. The quarry is not eligible to obtain permission in accordance
with law. Hence, permission should not be granted. It will be consider as forgery
because they have hidden many documents. Hence, it is not fit for granting
permission. He informed that many are wiling to give sand at Rs.1000 per cubic
metre and opportunities are to import sand from abroad. But Government is not
willing to import the sand. There are chances to get natural sand. By neglecting this
they are destroying all the minerals in the hills and rocks which last more than lakhs
of years are breaking it. He questioned the Government, Public and officials that
what kind of development we are going to achieve? There are countries Which were

affected due to river sand. They will protect their town from inflow of water by
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removing the excess sand in the river. Manjalaaru is a nightmare for the China. The
river is full of sand and causes the water flows into the towns. Similarly there are
rivers in Malaysia too. For the protection of public, living beings the sand can be
mined from that rivers and they are ready to supply to us at very low cost. He stated
that the ADMK Government has already imported 50 thousand tonnes of sand. Like
that, we have to import the natural sand and it will be used to our country. He

expressed his objection against the project.

10. Thiru. Palanikumar, Melur

He introduced himself as Palanikumar, Melur. He expressed his happiness
about the quarry coming to their village, and he requested that it should be operated
as per law. He mentioned that they have said that it should be within 500 m and the
same is available. He requested that to generously provide employment
opportunities to all the youth in the quarry. He requested the officials that the
Pollution is high here and requested Pollution Control Board officials to take
necessary action. He said that the quarry should not use borewell explosive and
should use only nonel explosives. We all live here and we all love the quarry. When
an organization comes to a village, all the people depend on it and live together and

so we accept that too. He expressed his support opinion for this project.

11. Thiru. S Radhakrishnan, Melur

He said that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board public hearing meeting is being
held under the chairmanship of our llupur Revenue Department Officer. He
welcomed him on behalf of the village, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Officer,
Kulathur Tahsildar, Sathyamangalam Taluk Village Administrative Officer and
everyone who has come here from our village on behalf of the village. He stated that
everything is here as they said. But how did they give permission to the earlier
quarries? He questioned. The restrictions are in same place. How did they give
permission to the earlier quarries? Some people are doing business by taking mining
the rocks .by auction. Some people are mining the rocks without taking an auction so
far. None of the officials notice it. He added that the pond named Keezhakulam is in
a situation that where it is about to disappear. The Kalingu of Keezhakulam is not

clean. Half of the Keezhakulam is missing. There is a Karuppar temple in it called
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Kulavai Karuppar temple and that too will disappear in a short while. There are many
similar situations. The vari leading to Keezhakulam has also been completely closed.
~ There are all mahy such situations. As brother said, everything is there. But, even
so, how did they give permission to the quarries earlier. He questioned why the
government shouldn't give permission to him now? When all the quarries are-
stopped there at that time, they can also stop this one. So, that the government can
give permission to him as per the law. He registered his opinion by saying that it is

wrong for everyone has granted permission, but not to him.

Vote of Thanks:

The District Environmental Engineer has informed that the public could
submit their comments in writing at the office of the District Collector or the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Pudukkottai office. The District Environmental
Engineer thanked the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur fokr presiding over the
Public hearing meeting- and the other Government Officials for attending the
meetihg and also he thanked the Proprietors of the stone quarry, Workers. Project
Proponent, NGOs, Press reporters, Police officials, social activists and general

~public who were participated in the Public Hearing Meeting.

The meeting came to an end

Encl.:

1. Attendance sheet ofvthe participants(A)

2. Project Proponent's power point.presentation(B)

3. Video(CD) of the Public Hearing (C)

4. Draft of Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Executive Summary in
Tamil and English (D)

5. Written Petition (E) - 1 No.

| S
/ "
2ol | 3

v
District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divn\'\onal Officer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Muppur.
Pudukkottai.
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