Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted for the proposed M/s.K.Nagamuthukumar,
Rough Stone Quarry, Survey No. 263/1(Part-2) and 2.00.0 hectare area and
M/s. P. Selvam, Rough Stone Quarry, Survey No. 263/1(Part-3) and 1.62.0 hectare area
of Government Outlying Land C.Pudur, Sivagnanpuram Village, Nilakottai Taluk,
Dindigul District held at the O/o. Samudhaya Kalaiyarangam, C.Pudur,
Sivagnanpuram Village, Nilakottai Taluk, Dindigul District on 09.07.2024 at 11.00am.

Present:

Thiruvalargal

1. | Thiru. R. Sakthivel Revenue Division Officer ,
Dindigul Revenue Division ,
Dindigul district.

2. | Dr. R. Gunasekaran District Environmental Engineer ,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board ,
Dindigul district.

3. | Mrs.G. Usha Rani Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board ,
Dindigul district.

5. | Mrs. Vijayalakshmi Tahsildar, Nilakottai Taluk,
Dindigul District .

6. | Project Proponent and public As per Attendance Register
(Copy of Register is enclosed)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.Dindigul.

Good momning everyone. Everyone will be given an opportunity to express their
views in a peaceful manner. So he asked them to express their views in a calm manner.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Dindigul,

Good morning everyone. Survey No. 263/1(Part-2) and 2.00.0 hectare and Survey
No. 263/1(Part-3) and 1.62.0 hectare of and its surrounding areas in C.Pudur,
Sivagnanpuram Village, Nilakottai Taluk, Dindigul District, its owner has sought permission

to set up a Rough stone Quarry. The Public Hearing meeting is conducted by the



Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board on behalf of the District Collector, Dindigul. Therefore,
he kindly requested the public to record their views by mentioning name and village name
only regarding the project. He said that the public can express their views orally or in written

form.

Technical presentation by Environmental Consultant

The Environmental Consultant M/s. K. Nagamuthukumar, Rough Stone Quarry, Survey No.
263/1(Part-2) and Mr. P. Selvam, Rough Stone Quarry, Survey No. 263/1(Part-3) of
C.Pudur, Sivagnanpuram Village, Nilakottai Taluk, Dindigul District briefly explained the
salient aspects of the proposed project. (Copy enclosed)

Revenue Divisional Officer, Dindigul

He said that if the ideas are brief and clear then everyone will get a chance.

General Public Opinion:-

1. Mr. P. Dinesh — C. Pudur

He said that there is a temple above this quarry site and there is no road to reach the
temple. Since there is a temple next to this quarry, there was a road to the temple from

ancient times and now there is no path. He told to repair the road to go to the temple.

2. Mrs. Chandrakala — Sivagnanapuram village

She said that they are not affected by the quarry and the people of the area are very
healthy and there is no significant pollution due to this. However, no welfare schemes has
been done so far with the 5 Lakhs given to the Panchayat through the quarry. They are only
asking the public for their opinion and they do not ask the Panchayat President. The roads in
their area are narrow and the roads are damaged due to frequent movement of lorries, so they
should be repaired. Even though there are rivers on this side of the village, we use salt water
for drinking purpose. Since the Panchayat President misuse the funds received from the

quarries, we do not get any welfare schemes. It would be good if they could benefit from the



Panchayat. The quarry causes no harm to this village, and there is no harm to agriculture or
the people. Subsequently, there has been no infectious disease (or) vital death due to this
quarry so far. As Mr. Dinesh said, the road leading to the temple should also be repaired. She
said that it would be enough for the Panchayat to provide the necessary welfare schemes to

the village with the funds received from the quarry.

3. Mr. Chinnachami — Branch Secretary, Sivagnanapuram Village

He said that the crematorium in their village has been encroached upon by the nearby
public. They said that they are facing a lot of difficulties every time they die and they have
made a request to the Nilakottai Tahsildar regarding the issue. The Tahsildar has rectified
their request. They said that they are facing hardship due to encroachment again.

4. Mr. Lakshmanan — Sedapatti, Sithaiyankottai

Naam Tamilar Katchi (Environmental Paasarai), Deputy Secretary

He said that whereas, you have stated that the quarry area is located in the
government Purampoku land of Mr. P. Selvam, Survey No. 263/1(Part-3), 1.62 hectares
250m away in the North-Eastern Side, and Mr. Nagamuthukumar, Survey No. 263/1(Part-2),
2.0 hectares 450m away in the North-Eastern part Kadavakurichi Reserve Forest is located.
There is no information about noise pollution or the Biodiversity in that area. You have
stated that domestic animals only living in this area. No study has been conducted on noise
pollution. No information has been provided about the biodiversity. According to the
Biodiversity Protection Act 2002, permission for this quarry should be denied considering
biodiversity conservation. He said that permission for this quarry can be considered based on

the study of the Tamil Nadu Forest Department.

5. Mrs. Surya Kala — Sivagnanapuram Village, C.Pudur

She said that out of 4 villages under Sivagnanapuram Panchayat, 3 villages only got
100 days of work. Only their village, C.Pudur, has not been allotted 100 days of work. She
requested that 100 days of work should be given to their village as well.



6. Mr. Joseph Selvaraj — Panchampatti Village, Athur Taluk

Naam Tamilar Katchi (State Coordinator)

He said that it is regrettable that there is no report in the survey about the existence of
living beings in the Sivagnapuram hill area. There is no awareness among the public
government report about this quarry or the use of this mountain in Government Report. Is
this hill only for the public around this village? Is there no record of a single living being on
this hill? How is this possible? How can this government report be accepted? government
report, and how can it be accepted that there is no living being on such a big hill, and how
can it be accepted that there is no living being on such a green hill? If a chicken is kept in a
house, that egg should not be hatched even due to the noise of thunder. The noise of vehicles
can even cause miscarriage in cows. How can the explosives used in this quarry not have any
consequences? We are not against the quarry. These minerals are essential for the public and
the welfare schemes of the government. This is the Government property and it is not for the
individual. It is regrettable that there is no complete information in the public hearing

meeting for this quarry. How the funds are utilized from the quarry.

The 100 days of work given to the public only from the ponds and the natural
resources around it. No basic amenities like drinking water and road facilities have been met
in this village. Since the entire area is an agricultural zone, the permission for this quarry
should be reviewed. He said that he is not against this quarry and they are not shared views
about the Biodiversity. Hence he denies the permission for this quarry. Conduct a survey on
the Biodiversity in this area and run the quarry as per the approval of the forest department.
He said that he has completed his engineering degree and is working in the private sector
now currently engaged in agriculture, field. If a private company takes too much
groundwater or pollutes the air, then according to the CFR Fund, something like education,
medical examination should be done to improve the livelihood of the public in that area.
There is no report on how the revenue given to the government by the quarries reached the

public. The record that there is no Biodiversity in this vast hill shows that we are



uneducated. Therefore, we are requesting the Tamil Nadu government to grant permission

for this quarry only after a complete study and approval from the Forest Department.

We believe that the quarry will cause issues for the forest and ecology. We believe
that the direction of the wind will change due to the hills, but even if the pit is dug, the
direction of the wind and humidity will change, the rainfall will also change. This is a
scientific study. There should be a guidelines for quarries. There is no guidelines mentioned
here. There is no report on the humidity of the air when mining in this quarry in the report.
Therefore, permission for this quarry should be granted only after the study is conducted and

the report is shared with the public.

7. Mr. Rithan Pandi — Vathalakundu

He said that,I agree with what Mr. Joseph Selvaraj told and he only thought about
living beings and does not think about unemployed youths. He said that he completed B.Sc.,
and unemployed, if these quarries are established, job opportunities will be provided to
unemployed graduates like him. He also said that since these quarries are operating, the

public of this area will get materials at affordable rates to build houses.

8. Mr. Pandiarajan — C. Pudur

He said that, no impact due to this quarry and no impact on agriculture. He also said

that if this quarry is established, it help them us to build houses at affordable rates.

9. Mr. Pratap — C. Pudur

He said that there will be no impact on the establishment of this quarry. This will
reduce the cost of soil and the cost of vehicles to transport it. However, he asked them to

repair the road leading to the temple.

10. Mrs. Chandrakala - Sivagnanapuram Village

She said that she accept 50% of what Comrade Mr. Joseph Selvaraj said and whether

the funds received from the quarries are used for the welfare of the people, as he said. There



has been no harm to living beings or people so far. There is no impact on the establishment
of this quarry. It is only beneficial and they only need welfare schemes and there is no harm

caused by the quarry.

11. Mr. Joseph Selvaraj - Panchampatti village, Athoor taluk

Naam Tamilar Katchi (State Coordinator)

He said that my opinion is not against this quarry, I am the chief member of the
Athoor Block Agricultural Advisory Committee, I attend the seminars and consultation
meetings held among the district representatives at the District Collector's campus once in
every three months. The issues of all farmers and the peacocks that live in the hills affect
agriculture, the pigs that live in the forests cannot survive due to this explosion and they
travel towards the cultivated lands. Due to this, small grains, maize, bananas, etc. are
affected. The Government should conduct survey in this regard. Also, employment
opportunities are a benefit. However, it should be useful for the public. It should be ensured.
The data should be recorded correctly. The future generations should not be affected. In
order to consider the welfare of everyone, if we hide that there are no living beings in the
hills, then in the future there will be a situation where there will be no people, no agriculture,
whatever happens. Therefore, after carrying out study and the records are updated in the

registers, permission may be granted.

12. Mr. Amalraj — Vathalakundu

He said that he works in Kodaikanal, in the past period, river soil was used to build
houses, and now M-sand is used. At least Rs. 5 Lakhs are required to build a house. The
common man's maximum dream is only a house. He has studied only up to the tenth
standard. Goats and chickens were at home are only for used food. Work should be done
without destroying natural resources. Cell phones should not be used, many people have died
while using them, so why don't they use them? A person needs a peaceful sleep and a house.
If sand is taken from the river, it is a 2-year prison and a fine of Rs. 2 lakh. Instead, we
should go to a quarry. Currently, quarries are acceptable to everyone. If quarries are

established, the cost of soil will be reduced, and it will help in building houses soon. He said



that it is not possible to grow livestock, instead, it is accepted to establish a quarry to create

employment.

13.Mr. Amulraj — Sivagnanapuram (Vice President of Village Council)

He said that so far, no damage has been caused by the quarries. He said that only the

temple path should be repaired, and assured that to cooperate on behalf of the Panchayat.

14. Mr. Sangilipandian — Naam Tamilar Katchi District Coordinator

He said that half of the mountain that has been measured in the Musuvanoothu area
has been broken, and despite several petitions in this regard, there is no relief. All the living
beings are affected. Due to the explosion, the living beings in the mountain come down and
destroy the agricultural lands. We cannot live without the survival of goats and cows. He
said that all living beings should be protected, and they are not considered the agricultural
lands and agriculture. He said that houses are shaking due to the mining of many quarries,
and to kill people. He said that the decision regarding this quarry should be abandoned
immediately. The quarry will affect everything, such as living beings, public and agriculture.
The explosion will cause vibration in the houses. Considering all these, he said that

permission should not be granted.

15. Mr. Dharmaraj — C. Pudur (DMDXK. Branch Seéretarv)

He said that so far there has been no harm to them or their livestock due to the

proposed of quarry, and there is no living creatures in the hill.

16. Mr. Rajadurai — District President — Naam Tamilar Katchi

He said that if there is no mountain, there is no trees, if there is no trees, there is no
living creatures, if there is no living creatures, there is no world. If there is no mountain,
living creatures cannot live. For some reason, the villagers said that they are cooperate with
this quarry because there is employment. But, employment is rare, do not be fooled, workers
in all quarries are hired on commission basis. For example, 4000 plots have been laid near

Musuvanoothu, but no one has been able to build a house. When blasting in Musuvanoothu,



stones fall on houses, and many complaints have been made in this regard. If this quarry is
created, if you look around here, you won't see a single mountain. Once a quarry is
established, we can’t see a mountain and, it can't be stopped. Agriculture cannot be done,
people cannot live, and no one has the right to destroy the mountains. He said that the

mountains are our rights and the establishment of quarries should be prevented.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Dindigul,

He expressed her gratitude to all the people and officials who attended the meeting.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,Dindigul.

The District Environmental Engineer thanked the Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dindigul for presiding over the public hearing and thanked all the Government Officials,
Police Officers, press people, social activists and public on behalf of the Tamilnadu

Pollution Control Board.

gineer,
trol Board, Dindigul district.

Enclosures:

1. Copy of Press release (Public Notice published in Tamil & English) for notifying the
Public Hearing.

2. Copy of attendance sheet of the Public Hearing (Total Pages 6 & 70 Persons).

Copy of Audio & Video (DVD-Disc) of the public hearing proceeding.

4. Written petitions submitted by the public.
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