Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 08.01.2026 at 10.30 AM in
M/s. A. R. Rajendhran Thirumana Mahal. No. 398, Kalathur Bus stop.
Nallamachathiram. Chithannavasal Village, llluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai
District to establish M/s. K. Muthukumar Rough Stone Quarry with an extent _

of 2.28.30 Ha at S.F.No. 94 (Part-2) of Chithannavasal Village, llluppur Taluk,
P kk i,

Name of the Project:

M/s. K. Muthukumar Rough Stone Quarry with an extent of 2.28.30 Ha at
S.F.No. 94 (Part-2) of Chithannavasal Viliage, llluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai.

List of Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. P. Gokul Singh,
Revenue Divisional Officer,

lluppur.

2. Thiru. K. Selvakumar,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

3. Thiru. S. Sakthivelu,
Tahsildar,
Hluppur.

4. Thiru. K. Jeyaraj,
Village Administrative Officer,
Annavasal Circle,
Pudukkottai.

5. Thiru. P. Balamurugan,
Special Sub Inspector,
Annavasal Police Station,
Pudukkottai.



6. Tmt. S. Saranya,
Grade Il WPC 1554,
Annavasal Police Station,
Pudukkottai.

7. Thiru. M. Venkada Subramanian,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

8. Thiru. D. Arunkumar
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

List of Participants related to the project:

1. Thiru. Gobinath,
Senior Environmental Engineer,
Eco Tech Labs Private Limited,

Chennai

In the public hearing, 179 persons were participated, including Government Officers,

Project proponents and the general public. (Enclosed video Annexure-A).

Welcome note given by District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu, Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District has welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur who
presided over the function. He welcomed the Tahsildar, llluppur, other revenue
officials and other Government officials. He also welcomed the Proprietor'of
M/s. K. Muthukumar Rough Stone Quarry, Project Proponent, Press, NGOs and

general public who were attended the Public Hearing meeting.



He also informed that as per Ministry of Environment & Forest, New Delhi
vide EIA Notffication dated 14.09.2006, certain type of projects, public opinion has
to be obtained before the issue of Environment Clearance. He added that the
public notice informing the conducting of public hearing was published in The
Dinamalar & The New Indian Express on 03.12.2025. This public hearing was
conducted for M/s. K. Muthukumar Rough Stone Quarry with an extent of 2.28.30
Ha at S.F.No. 94 (Part-2) of Chithannavasal Village, llluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai to

obtain the views of public.

He also informed that the views of public would be recorded and it would
be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai

after getting approval from the District Collector, Pudukkottai.

District Environmental Engineer informed that M/s. K. Muthukumar Rough
Stone Quarry project proponent would explain about the project after that the

public could give their opinion either verbally or in wkiting about the project.

Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur:

He welcomed the gathering and informed that the Project Proponent would
explain about their proposed project outlay and Environmental Impact Assessment

study carried out through Power Point Presentation.

Power Point Presentation by the Project Proponent:

Thiru. Gobinath, Senior Environmental Engineer, Eco Tech Labs Private
Limited, Chennai of M/s. K. Muthukumar Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry has
explained about the details of the project outlay, Environmental Impact Assessment
report and Environmental Management Plan through Power Point Presentation.

(Copy of the detail is enclosed in Annexure -B).

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public to register their
views on this project either verbally or in writing by giving their name and village

details.



Followed by this, Public Hearing process started.

. Thiru. Ponnusamy, Former President of the Chithannavasal Panchayat

He stated his speech by greeting everyone the Tahsildar, the Revenue Inspector,
and all present. He introduced himself as Ponnusamy and he said that he was the
former President of the Chithannavasal Panchayat. He stated that the entire
livelihood of this village depends on this quarry. He was fifty years old. All the
villages in this region rely on the stone quarry for their existence. Everything
depends on it. The livelihood of everyone is tied to this stone quarry. You have
always, in accordance with the law, auctioned this quarry, providing employment for
workers. We have put in great effort to ensure that the livelihoods of these people
are not affected. Many have participated under various names with the hope of
sustaining their lives through this. In this context, we assure you that we do nothing
in violation of the law, nor anything that harms nature or history. This is not like other
places, where it is handled by private individuals or where large machines are used
for breaking stones. Here, all the work is done by human labor. Since this manual
labor is the source of livelihood for everyone, we now look forward to Mr.
Muthukumar’s quarry with great hope, involvement. There is no other occupation or
means of living. For the people of our village and the surrounding areas, this quarry
is the only source of livelihood. For us, this stone quarry is life, and at the same time,
the Chithannavasal paintings are our heritage. We want to live our lives, but we will
not destroy history. We will always conduct ourselves in this manner. Therefore, |
humbly request that this quarry be restored for us, so that people may continue their

livelihood. He thanked and registered his support opinion for the project.

. Thiru. A. Nagarajan, Chithannavasal

He started his speech by stating that he want to thank the respected
Tahsildar, Revenue Inspector, all government officials, the cameramen, the public
welfare representatives, and the general public present here. He introduced himself
as A.Nagarajan, and his father's name is Adaikalam and village is Chithannavasal.
He told that he belong to the Scheduled Caste community, specifically the Adi
Dravidar group. He further said that in this area, there are at least 150 houses
belonging to Scheduled Caste families. Among them, there are at least 250 students.
The parents of these children depend on the stone-breaking work for their livelihood.

He said now 48 years old. Since his father’s time and even his grandfather’s time, he



was people have depended on this stone quarry work for their livelihood. Relying on
this occupation, all those above the age of 50 in this area have had no access to
education. Everyone has lived depending on the stone quarry work. Even now, the
younger generation depends on this work for their education in college, higher
secondary school, and middle school. Their only means of livelihood is the income
their parents earn by breaking stones in the quarry; only then can their children study
and move ahead in life. The fact that the younger generation is able to go to college
today is solely because of the livelihood provided by this stone quarry, and this is
something the government officials should take note of. At the same time, Mr.
Muthukumar is not an independent businessman. The villagers have all come
together to select a good person, and it is in his name that the entire village wishes
to take the quarry lease, believing he will not act against the interests of the people.
The entire village collects and bids for the quarry in his name, trusting him as their
representative. In this area, there are at least 120 to 140 people working in groups. If
we consider 12 groups, each group has about 12 people; altogether, 140 people are
part of the Pudhu Vaazhvhu scheme. The people in this scheme are engaged in
stone breaking, gravel breaking, and earth digging work. If the head of the household
does not do the stone-breaking work, the group cannot repay its debt. If you visit our
town and ask around, the group leaders will tell you that at least 50 people per day
have not paid the group money. For the past three years, there has been no quarry
works. For us, it has been one year without quarry. Now, it's been two years.
Auctions have been announced, and people have pledged their jewellery and
everything else for money. Those who needed loans took them from the group,
pledging everything from their thaali onwards to settle their debts. Over these two
years, due to delays, people have ended up in the streets. If you want, you can go to
the pawnshop and ask. Ask the government officials how many people from the
group are indebted, and in how many groups. Ask where all they have borrowed
from finance companies. The entire Sittannavasal is in this situation—the quarry in
the name of Muthukumaran, and next, the quarry in the name of Palanichamy, which
is about to come up for inquiry. Not just Sittannavasal, but also nearby places like
Koothinipatti, Irumbali, Mathiyanallur, Ariyur, Mannavalanpatti, Mettutheru in
Annavasal, Keelakurrichi, Thachampatti—all within a kilometer, not just within a
kilometer but within three kilometers—everyone is a stone quarry laborer. Even if

you investigate, or even if you form a group and ask, you will find the same. If there
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is no Kazhugumalai Quarry, then not just Annavasal Union but the entire Pudukkottai
district’s livelihoods will be affected. Everyone will be affected—from textile shops to
all grocery stores, from children studying in schools to everyone. But, even if you
conduct an inquiry in nearby Nallamasathiram and Sittannavasal, or even if you
grant something on humanitarian grounds, you must immediately restart the quarry.
If it is not restarted, we have no means of livelihood. All of them were even prepared
to protest in front of the Collector’s office. Officials should take this to heart and
restart it immediately. An opportunity should be provided to restart. The government,
the government officials, and the surrounding public welfare organizations should, on
humanitarian grounds, immediately restart the quarry without any further obstacles.
All the children here are pursuing higher education. Some children are studying in
private colleges, and for each child, we are paying three lakhs, five lakhs, eight
lakhs. Right now, they are studying at Mahatma, at Mother Teresa, and in many
colleges; we have enrolled our children everywhere. If this situation continues, we
will have to stop all this halfway, which is entirely in the hands of the government’s

decision. He requested the officials and registered his support opinion for the project.

. Thiru. Marimuthu, Chithannavasal

He introduced himself as Marimuthu. He is from Chithannavasal. He said he
would like to address the respected Tahsildar, who is presiding over this public
“hearing on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board regarding the stone
quarry located in Survey No. 94/2 of Chithannavasal Panchayat. My respects also to
the esteemed Revenue Devisional Officer, the government official from the Pollution
Control Board, social activists from various villages who have come here today, and
to everyone from Chithannavasal and nearby areas attending this hearing. He stated
that more than just a “public hearing,” this meeting is, for us, a gathering to ask for
our livelihood. Regarding the Muthukumar Quarry in Survey No. 94/2, we have been
operating this quarry for nearly 50 years in accordance with the law and as
authorized by the government. Even now, we have taken the quarry lease legally,
paying the government its due fees. However, there has been a significant delay in
granting us the permit to continue quarrying. This public hearing is being held now
only because of this long delay. Many people are present here today— not just from
this village, but from around 10 surrounding villages as well. When it is said that

everyone’s opinion must be heard at this hearing, it could be done in a grocery shop,
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a tea stall, or a rice shop—because, if you say you are hearing the opinions of all the
group leaders and collection agents, then you must truly listen to them well. Every
day, those who collect group funds come here and take the money, but the
repayments have not been possible. It's been three years of saying, “It will be
resolved today, or tomorrow,” but still, no one is able to pay back, and everyone is
struggling with those who already collected the group funds. He further added that
the main reason for this is the tremendous delay in getting permission for quarry
operations. Otherwise, our village is also a tourist destination and a place of
historical importance, but despite that, we have been working in.this quarry for 50
years without causing any harm. All this has been going well so far. If you say that
we have no livelihood, as my friend pointed out, the children who are currently
studying in schools and colleges are unable to continue their education. He also told
that you can check with the nearby‘schools and colleges—the students from
Chithannavasal and surrounding villages have not paid their fees because we have
no means of livelihood. We are unable to pay the fees, and we are pleading with the
administration not to send our children out of school, saying, “Sir, we will pay soon,
please do not stop our children from attending school.” That is why he was there
today. He said he was not speaking at length and humbly request the authorities to
grant the necessary permission for this quarry immediately. Also, he request the
volunteers present here to join hands with them and support our people by urging
that permission for the quarry be granted without delay. He concluded by saying that

he thanked all for this opportunity and registered his support opinion for the project.

. Tmt. Jebakkani, Social Activist

She started her speech by saying respected Revenue Inspector who has
come for this public hearing, officials from the Environmental Board who are here in
their official capacity, my fellow activists working alongside me, all the women from
the villages surrounding the stone quarry company, brothers, elders—this
documentation process is a very important matter. My respectful greetings to the
cameraman preparing this record, the police officer, and to all the employees
associated with the company. She introduced herself as Jebakkani, and said she
have been working as an activist in a non-governmental organization (NGO) for 22
years. As those before her have mentioned, from thé time these women’s groups

were formed, She have been involved in conducting surveys to understand the



problems faced by women, the issues affecting their families, the extent to which
their livelihoods are impacted, the amount of loans they take, and the loans they
secure for their children’s education. She told that she was well aware of these
issues‘ based on her experience. She added that she was speaking from 22 years of
experience, including ten years as a Women’s Project Officer. Currently, she is
working in all such public meetings concerning stone quarries. The one point she
wish to make is that, according to the Indian law from 2018, it is mandatory to record -
and submit the letters or opinions of volunteers. Based on this, her view is that the
president of this stone quarry company and its members have been helping to
improve the livelihoods of the people here. During special periods, they also protect
the environment by planting many trees—for example, neem trees that provide
abundant oxygen, creating habitats for birds, and spaces for goats and cattle. The
company is cultivating trees in areas where people can get more oxygen.
Additionally, she further added that while the government provides certain basic
facilities, the company also contributes by providing these amenities to the villages.
There are both educated and uneducated youth in these communities. The company
offers suitable employment opportunities to both groups—those who have completed
their education and those who have not. Therefore, her sole request is that, as this
quarry is providing so much livelihood to the people of this region, the authorities
should kindly grant an unobstructed certificate of clearance for this quarry. She
requested, concluded her statement and thanked for the opportunity and recorded

her supportive opinion for the project.

. Thiru. Paari (alias) Gubendran, Pudukkottai

He introduced himself as Paari (alias) Gubendran, from Pudukkottai. He
extended his greetings and best wishes to the Tahsildar who has come for this public
hearing, the officials and engineers from the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, the
general public, quarry owners, social activists, and friends from various parties. He
said he would like to begin by stating that the primary reason such quarries are
established—and why public hearings like this are being conducted so boldly—is the
lack of environmental awareness among the people. Throughout Tamil Nadu, many
quarries have been established through public hearings. Similarly, across India,
whether it is quarries or waste processing plants that could impact the environment,

these projects are always introduced with the claim that there will be no harm, based



on environmental studies conducted for the hearings. But what has actually
happened? We all. know the reality. For instance, in Kerala's Vayalur village, a
project was started without proper investigation, with assurances that there would be
no impact. As a result, the people there perished overnight, unaware of what was
happening around them. It was organizations like the Pollution Control Board that
granted approval, and even after claiming there would be no issues, the entire village
was submerged—a fact that our people must reflect upon. Similarly, in Arunachal
Pradesh, an entire village was suddenly submerged. Most people are not aware of
such incidents. For the sake of livelihood, it is like selling a part of our own body. In
places like Pallipalayam and Kumarapalayam in Erode district, people have sold
their kidneys out of poverty and died as a result. He added that in the same Way,
here too, without understanding the problems that may arise in the future, people are
asking for livelihoods, employment for educated children, and business
opportunities, but without foreseeing the consequences. Blindly, we are demanding
this quarry and a livelihood, not knowing what may happen as a result. He further
added that in reality, he want to remind of something—just last year, there was an
earthquake in this same Manapparai area. If you continue to establish quarries in
this region in the same way, do not forget that one day_an earthquake might strike
here, and we could all perish. Do we really want an earthquake here? Do we all want
to die? Should we destroy the entire land just for the profit of a single businessman?
He told that he would also like to point out that the government in Tamil Nadu has
made everyone a debtor through the group loan system. If we had truly good
governments in our country, people would be able to eat for 35 years without
working at all. Mr. Muthukumar does not need to start a quarry, Mr. Palanichamy
does not need to start a quarry. We wouldn’t have to study or Work; we could simply
sit at home and live comfortably. That is how much wealth this country actually has.
However, it is because politicians and officials have plundered and hoarded the
wealth of this nation that we aré suffering like this. Leaving that aside, the issue is
being diverted by them. He told that in truth, what he sincerely request of the quarry
owners present here is this: if an earthquake occurs, it will not only affect ordinary
people, but all of our own families and relatives—everyone will be submerged.
Therefore, instead of seeking approval for a plan that could lead to our destruction,
we should be fighting for just livelihoods from the government. It would be a grave

mistake to ask for approval for a scheme that could endanger our lives. In reality,
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Pudukkottai was once a place with numerous ponds and was known for excellent
agriculture. All of that agriculture has been destroyed. Those in power now are acting
even worse than the colonial rulers. He told dear friends and comrades, He was truly
asking: we are educating our children, hoping they will get jobs. But one must ask,
are any jobs in Tamil Nadu actually -being given to Tamils? Go to the railway
stations—you will find that all the workers there are from North India. Go and
question them,; tell them, “We are educated here in Tamil Nadu—what are you doing
here for work?” Instead of doing this, are we digging our own graves? Everyone
should think carefully about whether what he was saying is right or wrong. He further
told that, a very important point: in the survey field where Mr. Muthukumar's and Mr.
Palanichamy’s quarries are being established, a stream flows through the land.
When a stream is present, permission should not be granted for quarrying. Granting
permission is illegal. There is a water stream running through this same survey
number. Similarly, there is a pond nearby; when there is a pond, permission should
not be given for quarry operations. Another key point he want to record is that there
are archaeological sites close by—namely, the Ezharipatam Jain beds and rock
paintings. If permission is given for such quarries, these paintings will be damaged.
By law, permission should not be granted to either of these quarries—permission
must not be given. Furthermore, since their project falls under 'B' category, the réport
does not mention the combined negative impacts or harms that could arise from both
Palanichamy and Muthukumar quarries in the same survey area; only the individual
issues have been cited separately. The significant, combined problems of both have
not been addressed, so permission should not be granted. Granting permission in
this manner would be a violation of the law. Governments should consider alternative
livelihood options for people, rather than approving projects that could harm innocent
lives. With this, he concluded his remarks and registered his opposition views
against the project.

. ITmt. Selvi, Chithannavasal

She introduced herself as Selvi, and she have come from Chithannavasal.
She said that sir, you are talking about what is going to happen, but we are speaking
about what we are already experiencing. She told that every single day, they are
barely surviving without the quarry work. In their village, not even one woman has a

gold thali they all wear imitation ones. That is the level of poverty in our village. Apart
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from quarry work, they know no other livelihood. If it rains, they do farming, but other
than that, they have no other skills. People are traveling more than 100 kilometers
for work, and on the way, two or three have lost their lives. Every day, they are living
on the edge, wondering if we'll make it through today or tomorrow—they are just
barely surviving. She added that the only real solution for them is if they are given
the opportunity to work in the quarry. They don't want anything else in life; if they are
allowed to work in the quarry, they will be happy. She further added that if you want
everyone to be happy for Pongal, please give them the quarry—that is what's most
important to them. Sir, some say the quarry causes harm, but we have been working
in the quarry for 30 years, and until now, no lives have been lost, and no one has
been harmed. Since 2022, we haven't been able to pay our instalments and have
been running and hiding because of it—that is the truth. When they hear that the
loan collector is coming, we go and hide somewhere. The only solution for them is to
have the quarry work. She requested for the quarry and said that is enough for them

and registered her support opinion for the project.

. Tmt. Saritha, Chithannavasal

She introduced herself Saritha and her village is Chithannavasal. She said
that people are saying that if the quarry continues, they will be destroyed. But the
truth is, if there is no quarry, they will be destroyed. The head of their household has
not returned for three or four days. They are living in fear, not knowing whether he
will return or not. If they had the quarry in our village, they would not have to live in
fear. It is only if there is no quarry that they will perish. Their whole village will be
ruined. There is not even a tea shop in our village, sir. Everyone has taken loans,
and when they couldn’t repay them, the tea shop was shut down. How are they
supposed to survive, sir? They definitely need the quarry, sir. Without it, they will die.
If the quarry is there, they will not die. There has been no harm caused to their
vilage because of the quarry. Chithannavasal is important to them—tourism and
everything else is important, but until now, there has been no harm at all. If there is
no quarry, that is when they are affected. She told that they have attended two or
three meetings already, and every time we are told the quarry causes harm. But for
them, only the absence of the quarry causes harm. They have pawned all our
jewellery in the pawnshop and cannot pay the interest. They are scared to face the

group because of the debts. There isn't even a tea shop in the village—because
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payments couldn't be made, they closed it. No one in their village has a government
job, sir. They are surviving only because of the quarry; the quarry is all they need. If
there is no quarry, they will die. If you do not give us the quarry, there is no other
option for them but death, sir. There is no other occupation in their village; only the
quarry is possible for them. They have pledged our jewellery, borrowed from
pawnshops, and paid tender fees for three years, waiting year after year, but nothing
has come through. If they do not get the quarry this time, there is no way for
Chithannavasal but death, sir. She thanked and registered her support views for the

project.

. Tmt. Chinnathaal, Chithannavasal

She started her speech by saying that her name is Chinnathaal from
Chithannavasal. She said that they are left without the quarry, then all of us will have
no choice but to go and lie down at the thavuthumill office in Pudukkottai. They have
been depending on the Kazhugumalai quarry for 50 to 55 years. None of them are
government officials. All of them are daily wage laborers. The quarry must be
approved for them. If not, they will go to the collector’'s office in Pudukkottai, lorry
after lorry, all of them together. They are not afraid; it is the collector who should be
concerned, not them. They are only asking for the means to make a living. Who
among them is a government official? No one in Chithannavasal is a government
worker. Talk to the collector. The collector should come to this quarry. She added
that they want the quarry. How can this quarry be shut down? For 50 or 55 years, the
people of this village have lived and worked at the Kazhugumalai quarry, traveling
even 100 miles to find work. Now, after tightening their belts and mouths, the 30
sovereigns of gold she had are all gone. What should they do now? What jewellery is
left for them to pawn? Can they pledge anything to the government? Can they pawn
the wife's jewellery at home? What can they do? In some houses, people have
bought four‘vehicles, three vehicles, two vehicles, and now they are struggling to pay
the instalments—both men and women are suffering. When the loan collectors
come, people run and hide in the neighborhood. In so many homes, people are
hiding. Even then, they came here only because of the Kazhugumalai quarry. They
must be given the Kazhugumalai quarry. If they are not given the quarry, there will

be no collector’s office left, that's all she have to say, she registered her support
views for the project.
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9.

Tmt. Vasuki, Chithannavasal

She introduced herself as Vasuki from Chithannavasal. She told that this quarry
has been operating for fifty years. Now, so many people have taken loans in groups, ’
but no one is able to repay even a single rupee. They are in a very dire situation.
Today, gold is being sold for one lakh twenty thousand rupees, but nobody has any
gold left. People are living in such difficult conditions. There isn’t even enough food
to eat today. Even the tea shop that was here is gone because everyone was buying
on credit, and now there is no tea shop. We have not suffered any harm because of
the quarry work. If there is no quarry, no one in their village or in the surrounding ten
or hundred villages will be able to survive, sir. If they are not given the quarry, they
will protest. They will even block the bus if necessary. She thanked and registered

her support views for the project.

10. Tmt. Nathiya, Nallammalchathiram

11.

She introduced herself as Nathiya from village is Nallammalchathiram. She said
she has four daughters. If they are to educate those daughters and help them get
government jobs like you, then the stone quarry must definitely be given to them.
They are seeking help from them so that they can educate their children. She told
that if their mothers and fathers had the means to provide them with an education, by
now they would be working in government jobs. Because their parents were daily
wage laborers, they are now asking for the quarry again. Only if the quarry is
available can they educate their children and help them get government jobs. If their
children are able to secure government jobs in the future, they would no longer need
to ask for the quarry. She requested to give them bail the quarry and help secure the

future of our children and registered her support opinion for the project.

Tmt. Anjalai, Chithannavasal

She introduced herself as Anjalai from Chithannavasal. She told that the
women here are living in fear, wondering what might happen to those who go to work
outside the village. When her husband was here, he would provide for them, but now
he is gone. Without the quarry, they are struggling greatly. She added that they need
the quarry. They must have the quarry, and registered her support opinion for the

project.
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12. Thiru. Karthi, Social Activist

He introduced himseif as Karthi and he said he was working as a social activist.
He greeted everyone who has come to this public hearing. He told that he was very
pleased to participate in this public hearing. This company has undertaken numerous
initiatives in this area for the local people, such as providing education, employment
opportunities, medical facilities, road infrastructure, electricity supply, wildlife
protection, and forest development. Therefore, he kindly requested that the Pollution
Control Board grant an certificate so that this company may continue its operations.

He thanked and registered his support views for the project.

13.Thiru. M. Murugesan, S/o Muthukkalai, Chithannavasal

He started his speech by saying that his name is M. Murugesan, son of
Muthukkalai, from Chithannavasal. He greeted to everyone present. He told that this
Muthukumar quarry is located in Chithannavasal village. Because of this, all the
people here aré able to earn a livelihood. Not only the people from this village, but
also those from Madhiyanallur, Koothinipatti, Panangudi, Ayippatti, and Agarapatti
come here and do whatever work they can. They receive wages for this work, and
with these earnings, they support their families, educate their children, and pay many
educational fees. He furthermore added that, as our respected officer mentioned, no
ponds or lakes here have been affected. In fact, using their income from the quarry,
the community has been able to clean and maintain all the ponds and lakes in a
proper manner, improving the villages. It is only during the rainy season that we can
do agriculture. At other times, we face food shortages. To address this shortage, it is
essential that such stone quarries operate—whether it is the Muthukumar quarry or
the Palanichamy quarry. The money earned from working there is. what allows
people to buy food, purchase things for their children, and afford essential items.
During festivals like Deepavali and Pongal, people rely on these earnings to
celebrate and manage expenses. Therefore, as our people have said, it would be
very helpful if the quarry could be approved and started soon. It has already been
two or three years since we took the tender for this quarry, but there has been no
progress to this day, and it is a great hardship for us. He requested that the
government take prompt action and bring this into operation, and registered his

support opinion for the project.
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14. Thiru. Manikandan, Kamarajapuram, Pudukkottai District

He started his speech by saying respected Tahsildar, Revenue Inspector,
District Engineer, Pollution Control Board officials, and all other authorities, | extend
my greetings to you. He introduced himself as Manikandan, and have come from
Kamarajapuram in Pudukkottai district. He told that he was here today to record his
opinion regarding the proposed stone quarry at Chithannavasal village, survey
number 94 part 2, during this public hearing. He added that this is not‘an ordinary
place; it is a land of heritage. The location where this quarry is to be established is
said to be 1.2 kilometers from the Chithannavasal Jain Cave. However, this distance
is measured from the outer edge and is, in reality, even shorter. This ancient Jain hill
is situated very close by. This site is mentioned among India’s national heritage
symbols. Blasting activities in such close proximity, the use of heavy machinery, and
the daily transportation of large quantities by lorry—all these actions will destroy our
heritage monument. In the Environmental Impact Assessment report, this has been
brushed aside as unimportant, without any scientific evidence, and mentioned in a
very casual manner. To say this is unimportant is an unacceptable statement. He
further said that secondly, this is a region surrounded by water bodies. The report
claims there will be no impact, but as per their own statement, Periyakulam is only
420 meters from the project site. Even this measurement is incorrect; if you measure
from edge to edge, the distance would actually be even less. There are more than 20
ponds and village tanks surrounding this area. This is a region of significant
hydrotogical importance. Therefore, in this report, their claim that there will be no
impact on the water bodies is only a general statement; they have not provided any
detailed analysis about it. They plan to excavate the quarry up to a depth of 47
meters, but they have not conducted any studies regarding the potential impact on
the groundwater table. No research or reports have been submitted on the wells or
borewells present in the surrounding area. Instead, such statements are made based
on assumptions, without any actual hydrological study. He told that furthermore, it is

- stated that this project will be carried out on government poramboke land. This
property is actually a public asset of the village. Granting permission for quarrying
and blasting minerals here for private profit goes against the Public Trust Doctrine.
Details regarding land use change permissions have also not been properly
mentioned in the report. They have not explained in any way how they are

converting and using this poramboke land. They have made a big false claim in the
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report that there will be no damage to the land. The report states “there is no
adverse impact to the land,” but in reality, they plan to excavate up to a depth of 47
meters over five years, which will result in water accumulation. There is no mention
of a backfilling plan in the report. There are also no references to safety fences. They
have not provided any measures to reduce the risk of people falling in. This is a
direct violation of mine closure regulations. This report has been prepared in
violation of the rules. Furthermore, cluster mining cumulative impacts have been
concealed. Within a 500-meter radius, there are already several existing and new
quarries. However, there is no comprehensive assessment from them regarding the
total dust impact, overall noise impact, or cumulative hydrological impact. They have
not included any such studies. This is against the ’B1 Cluster Mining regulations and
is contrary to the rules for minor minerals. He also said that, according to the Tamil
Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, if water bodies, human habitations, or
cultural sites are nearby, utmost caution must be exercised. Yet, in this project, the
rules have been disregarded and the plan has been made without consideration for
the livelihood of the local residents. He concluded by saying that therefore, | am
recording my opinion demanding the complete abandonment of this project and
expressing my opposition to this EIA report. He said state he would that granting
environmental clearance for this quarry project—which is detrimental to the
environment, heritage, and water resources and is in violation of minor mineral
regulations—would be entirely unjustified. He also said that environmental clearance
should not be granted for this project, and he recorded his objection views against
the project.

15. Tmt. Vellaiyammal, Chithannavasal

She introduced herself as Vellaiyammal from Chithannavasal. She said that if
people keep speaking against granting us the quarry, then all the people here keep
arguing about this, and for the past four years, they have not been able to repay the
debts they borrowed or retrieve the jewellery they pawned. When they see someone,
they are forced to hide in fear. If a group leader goes somewhere, they say, “You are
responsible for this.” For the lakhs of rupees taken as loans, when they go to the
bank, they say, “Because you gave the guarantee, we will lock your Aadhaar card.”
Only if they have income, they can pay them and clear their names. Without

anything, what can they do? Only if the Kazhugumalai quarry operates they will get
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money. If it does not, only if their children go somewhere else to work and bring back
money, they can educate their grandchildren and meet their needs. Otherwise, it is
not possible. If, out of 10 people, some have money and others are idle, those with
money will help the others. But if all 10 are in the same state, how can life go on? If
all 10 people are just pointing at each other saying “look at you, look at me,” and
wandering around like that, how can anyone ask for help, and how will anyone give
help? This is the situation they have been facing for the past four years. She added
that in the last fifty years, they have never faced a problem like this; it has only
happened in these past four years. Whoever they approach for help, they don’t get
even ten rupees at that place. They just go and look, ask, and leave without saying
anything. In such circumstances, only if they are given the quarry can they make a
living. If not, then the people here have no opportunities at all. This is not just about
one village; in Nallammalchathiram, Koothinipatti, Mannavelampatti, Mangudi, Ariyur,
Keelakurichi, Kattachampatti, Karuppadipatti—within a 20-mile radius—even putting
petrol in a vehicle is impossible. People think at least if they get work here, they can
buy ten rupees worth of petrol for themselves. But even that way is now gone.
Everything has come to a halt. She further said that what about agriculture, sir? If a
job that requires 10 people is done, the yield is only 10 sacks of paddy for 20 people,
but you still need 20 people to do the work. What can they achieve by doing such
agriculture? Only if they have Kazhugumalai they can survive. With that money, they
can at least hire some people and try to do some work; it must be given to them.
Only if the quarry comes, they can survive; otherwise, they cannot. She told that you
should not reject what they are saying. Only if they are given .the quarry they can
live. If not, they will keep going to the District Collector’s office and giving petitions,
again and again. They will keep going there. If necessary, they will protest and block
the bus. However, under the hundred-day work scheme, everyone used to get work
for a week. Now among 20 people, 10 or 2 people get selected, some get work,
some don'’t. If those without work go and try, when will they get their wages for those
six days? They just do as they please. What are we supposed to live on? In my
case, her husband and son bring in some money, and they survive on that. Now,
even that six days of work has been removed. If you take away Kazhugumalai too,
then we have nothing left to survive on. She told that quarry must given to them. If

not, they will block the bus. They will go to the District Collector’s office. They will do
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whatever work they can. If not, they will protest and registered her supportive opinion
for the project.

16. Thiru. Ayyachami, Chithannavasal

He introduced himself as Ayyachami from Chithannavasal. He said that he
would like to extend his gratitude, on behalf of Chithannavasal village, to the
respected Tahsildar sir, the RDO sir, and all the officials related to this matter. He
said that he also thank the police department on behalf of the people of
Chithannavasal. He told that he heard a word: that all these people are struggling
only for the sake of one individual owner. He added that they are not like that. In this
village, people have sold their land, others have sold their jewellery, and together we
have pooled the money and it has now been two years for this quarry. Until now, the
government has not granted permission and has kept it pending. Do you know that,
sir? This is the truth. No individual has come and asked for this quarry to be
assigned for their own gain or to take the money for themselves. We are not
struggling for that. Each of them has come there with their own opinion. He
requested to issue the proper order and grant permission so that they can do their
work. For 50 years, there has been no harm to this area. All the officials who have
come and inspected know that there is no harm because of this. He also added that
why poor people are struggling severely he requested to grant them permission as
soon as possible and let the people earn their livelinood. It has been two years. They
have paid two crore rupees to the government, and if has now been two years. What
else can they do? Each and every family is speaking only for the sake of being able
to go and work by themselves. They are not here to support any individual owner.
We, as a whole village, have come together. The women are all struggling. Everyone
is going through severe hardship and drought. He requested the officials as soon as
possible to make every effort to grant them permission and let them do our work. and

registered his support views for the project.

17.Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement

He introduced himself as Mugilan and he said that he was the coordinator of
the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement. He told that previously, he
worked for a year as part of the granite scam inquiry team appointed by the Chennai

High Court and the Delhi Supreme Court, along with the respected Sagayam IAS,
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who was from this very village. Recently, when the Union Government auctioned a
tungsten mine spanning five thousand acres in Madurai, Dindigul, and Sivagangai
districts to Sterlite Vedanta, he submitted all related government documents to the
District Collector, to the Tamil Nadu government, and even tabled a resolution in the
Assembly, resulting in the Delhi government cancelling that aﬁction. In Pudukkottai
district, llluppur taluk, in Chithannavasal village, survey number 94/2, where the
Muthukumar stone quarry’s public hearing is being conducted, he said that he
extend his greetings to beloved llluppur RDO, the Tahsildar, the District
Environmental Engiheer who is presiding over this meeting, all the officials including
the police department who are present there, the quarry owners, those brought by
the quarry owners, and the activists who are earnestly working with great concern to
protect this land, village, and community. He added that when we speak in this
Pudukkottai district about these matters, we must remember the social activist
Jegabar Ali, who was brutally murdered last year for having submitted documents
about illegal quarries—he was loaded onto a lorry and killed, exactly at this time last
year. We pay our sincere respects to him. He further said that regarding this quarry
project, the quarry owners and those brought by them have said that if this is
approved, it will provide jobs, be a source of livelihood, and fulfill basic needs. He
told that he shall first state that and move on. You have seen the project report and
photos. Today, so many of you say that this quarry will provide jobs. But, according
to the project report given by the quarry owners, the Muthukumar quarry will only
provide jobs for 15 people: three will run compressors, two will operate the breaker
machine, three will drive tipper lorries, one will set explosives, and two will supervise
administration. Altogether, that makes eleven people. Four others will assist the
quarry in roles such as cleaners and other support jobs. This is the employment
offered by the quarry, not his claim, but what is given in the quarry project report.
The women here have spoken of past experiences. Before 2018, all the people
involved in quarries were ordinary folk; they would do the breaking work and
everything else. But now, all the quarries are run by ministers, benamis of ministers,
and even in his area, a former chief minister's nephew operates a quarry. Today,
those running quarries are all very wealthy; in this very district, crores have been
collected from quarry owners. Even in the report given by Jegabar Ali, there are
granite scams involving 800 crore rupees. Those here say that the group cannot

afford to pay the required money. Yet, in this country, the government gives
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concessions worth 16 lakh crores to just two industrialists—Adani and Ambani. For
the SIPCOT scheme, the government buys land at 15-20 lakhs per acre and then
leases it out for just one rupee per year. But for people, nothing is given. All the
officials who have come here have acquired land nearby for SIDCO. However, in
Pudukkottai, someone from this very area was previously a minister. Even now,
there are two ministers from here. But, there have been no attempts to bring any
kind of industry into the SIDCO industrial estate here. While they have set up SIDCO
in Pudukkottai, there have been no efforts of any sort there. The people are left to
wonder if breaking stones is the only way to survive—is there no other livelihood
besides this? The current government has put people in such a situation. So, today,
there are intense discussions going on. The government claims there is a
‘compensation plan” to settle matters between the government and stone quarry
owners. For example, the Tamil Nadu government has now announced that for
Pongal, each person will be given 3,000 rupees. For all this, money is needed. In
that way, under the guise of a compensation scheme, the stone quarry owners are
involved. The Revenue Divisional Officer has already come here; if he inspects and
finds that a quarry has been excessively mined, then according to the Seniorage
rate, a penalty can be imposed ranging from a single multiple up to fifteen times.
Last month, there was an accident in Sivaganga district at a place called Mallakottai.
For that incident, the Devakottai Deputy Collector imposed a penalty of 99 crore
rupees on that one quarry, multiplying the penalty by fifteen times. Similarly, in
Perundurai, the Gobichettipalayam RDO imposed a penalty of 62 crore rupees on
another quarry. There are many such incidents. In Tiruppur district, the High Court
judge Bharatha Chakravarthy ordered a quarry to pay a penalty of 178 crore rupees.
In Tamil Nadu, there are about 12,000 quarries, of which 9,000 are stone quarries. |
don't know if these stone quarries have been excessively mined in your area, but
most quarries have been over-exploited. If all these quarries are investigated and the
RDOs impose penalties for the minerals they have excessively extracted, then the
current debt of Tamil Nadu—which was 5.5 lakh crore when the government took
office, and is now said to be 9.5 lakh crore—could be repaid within a month. The
government can pay it off, and the people can also benefit. Nine and a half lakh
crore. The problem is that those who are supposed to act—the officials who receive
their salaries from our tax money, and those who come to power with our votes—are

not doing the duties they are meant to do. That is why we are talking about group
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loans. If the government wants, the total group loan amount across all of Tamil Nadu
would come to about 15,000 crore. They could write it off in a single minute. But
what needs to be done is, they should investigate and take action against the quarry
owned by the former minister here. They should also investigate and take action
against the quarry owned by the current minister. They must be made to do this. We
are losing so much in life; we are in a situation where we cannot live. For example,
near your village, a medical waste plant was set to come up in Pisanathur, and
people protested for 50 days; the government and the minister gave assurances,
and now that protest has been stopped. He told that he participated in that protest as
well. Similarly, in Neduvasaal, he joined the protest against the hydrocarbon project
along with the current minister Mr. Meyyanathan, and in the negotiations with the
then chief minister, He told that he was the one who insisted that the tatks continue
and kept the discussions going. He have been involved in many such activities. That
is to say, whether or not we want the quarry is a secondary question. What is this
government going to do for our lives? If, after breaking stones for 50 years, we still
have no livelihood, what has this government done? What have the officials done?
Similarly, in Hluppur, a Revenue Divisional Officer once seized a sand truck.
Someone crashed a vehicle into him. An FIR was filed two years ago. Just for
catching illegal sand, because here even officials have no protection, and social
activists have no protection either—nowheré is there safety; this incident happened
right in this village. Therefore, what we are discussing is whether this quarry is
operating according to the law or' not. You say everyone has contributed money,
pooled together, and invested. The issue is: though permission for this quarry has
been given, is it according to the law or not? That is the question now. For the
Muthukumar quarry, according to the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, there are no
violations of any kind. Therefore, permission for the quarry can be granted.
Ultimately, for everything, it is the law book that is the final authority. If we ride
without wearing a helmet, we are fined a thousand rupees; if we drive after drinking,
the fine is ten thousand rupees. Why? Because it is according to the law. We pay
these fines—many of you here have probably paid them too. Likewise, for this quarry
to operate, the fundamental rule is the Minor Mineral Concession Rules. What do
these Minor Mineral Concession Rules say? First, there must not be a stream within
50 meters from the land where the quarry operates. You might say, “Which village

are you from to come here and ask whether there is a stream in our village or not?”
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He told that even if he say it, it doesn't matter; even if you say it, it doesn’t matter;
even if the officials say it orally, it doesn’t matter. The only basis for this is the map—
the village map, the survey map. If you look at that, you can see whether there is a
watercourse or not. For the Muthukumar quarry, Part-2 covers 2.38 hectares, about
six acres. On the northern side of this, within Part-1, if you see the village survey
map—the Tahsildar has come, he is the one responsible for all of this. From the
Tahsildar up to the District Revenue Officer, if you look at the village map—in the
summary provided nearby, and if you see it in the PPT, one can notice that when
you look at the field extent and the field map in the PPT, it's clearly marked. The
composite sketch they have provided shows that the Irumpali village comes right
next to this quarry field, adjoining the Chithannavasal village. They have drawn a
sketch for it, and on the northern edge, | mistakenly mentioned Irumpali. In that case,
a stream runs through the northern edge of Irumpali, specifically in 94 Part 1, where
the stream flows. So, according to the law, for this quarry, even if people come here
and pay money to get approvals from both sides, it can be done. This is what
happened in Aruppukottai last month—someone obtained approval like this. He said
that they went straight and filed a case. The court canceled it. In this same district,
for two quarries at V. Lakshmipuram belonging to the current minister Mr.
Raghupathi, approval was similarly obtained. The president of that village panchayat,
Mr. Ramasamy, filed a case, and both those quarries were shut down for violations.
Therefore, for this quarry, based on the law, on the northern side of the quarry land,
there is a stream within 50 meters. Likewise, on the eastern side, in Irumpali village,
survey number 82, if you look, there is a stream in 82, and the distance between that
and the quarry is only 35 meters. There must be 50 meters distance—175 feet. But
when you check, it is only 125 feet or 130 feet. Not only that, on the western side of
the quarry land, in Chithannavasal survey number 93, there is a stream, and even
theré, the 50-meter distance requirement is not met. That stream joins a large tank.
They have shown this with pictures, and it is marked in the village map and in the
survey map as well. | am not saying that we do not want the quarry. The government
simply cannot grant permission for this quarry according to the law. There are three
streams surrounding this quarry land. Without considering all these factors, the
officials have given approval. Because of actions like this by officials, they have filed
a case against a Village Administrative Officer in Tiruchengode, and the inquiry is

ongoing. In Tiruppur, a similar case is ongoing, where the RDO was called and
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questioned as to why he gave such a false certificate, and the Dharapuram RDO has
conducted an inquiry. The Collector in Tiruppur has conducted an inquiry against the
Tahsildar, who is currently in office. He asked that why he was saying all this? It is to
request that, please, revenue department officials act according to the law. You have
qualified for your jobs through the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission. But if
neither the project planner nor you mention the presence of a stream in these
documents, what are you hiding and for whom are you doing it? If something was
wrongly given in the past, can we now call it right just because it was already given?
We cannot, can we? He told that is the question he was raising. The details are in
your revenue records. You should act based on those records. Previously, this
quarry was operated and for that, wrong documents were given. At that 'time, no one
asked these questions, but now we can and should ask—not saying this just for the
sake of it, but because this is becoming a social issue. He also said that today, he
have written an article in Frontline; the Chief Minister himself replaced a minister
over such issues. The Minister for Mines and Minerals, Mr. Duraimurugan, and the
then Director of Mines, Saravanan Rajan—why am | mentioning this? Because you
must act according to the law; you are paid for that very reason. If, tomorrow, you
are called to court, you must state the truth honestly. You should not lie. If you have
submitted false documents', how can you justify that? So, please take all this into
consideration and advise everyone accordingly. Even if, within a 300-meter radius,
the houses shown in the village map are dilapidated or in ruins, we have obtained
those records through the Right to Information Act. He further added that he did not
show them now due to lack of timé, but even if a house is in ruins, it is still an
officially recognized house site. Even if there is no building, if it is a ruined structure,
it still counts as a house site. Similarly, all houses built and provided by the
government—whether through the Kalaignar Housing Scheme, the Green House
Scheme, or earlier schemes like the Indira Gandhi Housing Scheme—are all
officially recognized houses. Within 300 meters from any such recognized house, a
quarry should not be permitted. Please ensure these points are considered before
granting any approval. Because there are streams on all three sides, this quarry
cannot be legally permitted. Not only that, but within a 500-meter radius of the
quarry, there should not be any government deep borewells or overhead water
tanks. He told thaf he was not saying this; Mugilan says it—you might think he says

so just because he is opposing the quarry. But it is clearly stated in the Minor Mineral
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Concession Rules, in section 36 of the rulebook. What do they say? If there is any
water supply scheme or water facility belonging to a municipality, panchayat, central,
or state government department, or the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage
Board within the aréa, then permission should not be granted for mining minerals
there. Even a borewell, whether it is currently functioning or not, cannot be within
500 meters of a quarry, because blasting at the quarry may affect it. Private
borewells are not counted, but government borewells must not be within 500 meters.
Around this quarry, within 500 meters, there are government deep borewells.
Therefore, by law and government regulations, this quarry cannot and should not be
permitted. Next, if there is a pond, permission for a quarry should not be granted
within 500 meters of it. But here, the combined village rﬁap they have provided
shows that the main village pond is just 200 meters from the quarry. You cannot hide
the presence of that big pond. Why is this required by law? Because, here they are
planning to dig to a depth of 47 meters—that's almost 165 feet. All wells here are
less than 100 feet deep, but the quarry will go down to 165 feet. So, when they dig
that deep and the pond is just 200 meters away, all the water from the pond will seep
into the quarry. There will be no water left in the pond—during the rains, even
agriculture cannot be done, crops cannot be cultivated. For Pud ukkottai district, there
are no major irrigation projects, no big dams, and it's not like the tail-end area of the
Cauvery delta. But according to the Central Pollution Control Board’s book published
in 2020 by the Central Public Works Department, they have stated that not only
Chithannavasal village, but seven or eight villages in this sub-division have protected
water sources. Thi's is very rare. In Erode, for example, there is 2 lakh acres under
LBP (Lower Bhavani Project) irrigation, and the Kalingarayan irrigation also exists.
But here, for all villages, 100% of the water is derived from local sources. In the
Cauvery Delta, Nagapattinam district is part of the Delta. But in all 11 unions there—
not only in the over exploited area—sea water has entered. In Tiruvarur district, out
of 12 unions, in 6 unions, and in Thoothukudi district's Tamirabarani irrigation area,
in 6 out of 12 unions, and in 8 unions, sea water has infiltrated. Here in Pudukkottai,
there is only rainfall to depend on. Even with that, in this safe zone, water is
preserved in a protected state. If you dig a stone quarry to 47 meters, will the water
remain in the pond or in the quarry? The water will go into the quarry. No one can
use the water in the quarry, nor is it permitted by law. Only the Chief Secretary can

authorize the use of quarry water for any purpose; not even the District Collector can
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grant such permission. So, all the water from the pond will seep into the quarry.
What is the action to be taken on this? We are talking about how the goverhment
can eam revenue. | He told that he was not the only one saying this; even the
current Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, when he was in the opposition, has spoken
about this many times after hearing my points. So, the issue is not just about
revenue—it's also about the livelihood of the people. If five lakh rupees in penalty is
collected from each quarry owner, the government can not only pay off its dues, but
also provide five lakh rupees in cash to every individual. We have also stated this to
the DMK’s election manifesto committee and provided related details. We are not
speaking carelessly or without evidence. It is possible to give every person five lakh
rupees directly to their accouht. Here, people are unable to repay their group loans,
and have to run and hide from moneylenders and group leaders. It is a shameful
situation created by thé government. The Chief Minister says Tamil Nadu excels in
education. The Chief Minister himself wrote about what we said—on November 22,
2017, at 5:45 p.m., he posted in both Tamil and English on his Facebook: “To protect
the natural resources of Tamil Nadu and prevent their depletion, why does the
government refuse to allow the import and sale of sand from abroad?” At that time,
there were five government orders under Edappadi’'s administration and now, after
Stalin assumed office in 2021, there are four government orders. In the water
resource report, there are five government orders stating that five lakh tonnes of
foreign natural river sand should be imported every month. What we are saying is
that fifteen lakh metric tonnes should be imported. The reason is that, in countries
like Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines, which are prone to frequent
earthquakes and tsunamis, the sand that géts deposited in their rivers is washed
away and dumped into the sea, as they mostly build houses using wood. They are
willing to give that sand for free—‘please take it away,” they say. The government
must import this sand. We have made this suggestion, and both the then Chief
Minister and the current Chief Minister have spoken about it, but it has not been
implemented. Here, M-sand is four thousand rupees. But natural river sand can be
imported from abroad and delivered to Thoothukudi port, Ennore port, or Chennai
Kamarajar port for just one thousand rupees per ton—there are hundreds of
companies willing to do this. If we import 1.5 miilion metric tons (15 lakh metric tons),
which is about 21,000 loads per day, just imagine how much sand is coming in. All of

it can be strictly accounted for, and there is no chance for theft. That's why this is not
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done. We clearly state: to meet the sand needs of this country, import natural river
sand from abroad. He said that he had worked as an employee in the Public Works
Department. It's not just us saying this; the Senior Engineers Association of Tamil
Nadu has also recommended it. In the last election, both the Pattali Makkal Katchi
(PMK) and the BJP included this in their manifestos. Not only that, even the DMK
stated as the 200th point in their manifesto that all quarries would be run by the
government itself. That is what we are also saying: run all quarries under
government control, just like TASMAC. If the government runs all quarries, it will be
clear who is responsible for any irregularities, and action can be taken against them.
Lakhs of people will get jobs, and all the revenue will go directly to the government
without leakage or loss. If the government did one wrong thing, it should do the right
thing now by taking over all quarries. He said that he not saying anything new; you
yourself have mentioned this in your election manifesto. On that basis, let all quarries
be run by the government—if there is any malpractice, the responsible government
officers can be held accountable. In the past, when there were issues in the dam
administration, the responsible officer, Mr. John Jason, was arrested. He said that he
saying this only to emphasize that things must be done according to the law.
Moreover, for this land, the 500-meter distance requirement is not met. Also, within a
300-meter radius of the quarry land, there should not be any houses—recognized
houses or even temporary shelters are not allowed within that distance. Why is this
so? Last year in Aviyur, Kariyapatti union, Virudhunagar district, there was a blasting
accident at a quarry; houses within a three-kilometer radius were damaged, and six
people died. Because of this, there is now a guideline that even temporary worker
settlements should not be within 300 meters of a quarry. Based on that, today a
woman had come here. As environmental activists, we do not say all quarries are
needed. At a similar meeting, he told that he showed this document: for that quarry,
permission was granted only after demolishing all houses within 300 meters in
Ponnan village and Kuppam village. The condition was that all temporary or
permanent, unrecognized homes within a 300-meter radius must be demolished
before quarry permission is granted. In Namakkal, Assistant Director for Geology
and Mining, Mr. Sasikumar, has mentioned in the specification documents for four
quarries—Raja, Sivakumar, Ramayi, and Palanisamy. With respect to this quarry in
the name of the respected Muthukumar, if you look at the northwest side, there is a

house at 251 meters on the eastern side, as seen in Google images. Similarly, there
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are houses on the northwest side as well. Therefore, by law, this quarry cannot be
permitted. It is visible even in Google images. Not only that, we have shown the
latitude and longitude separately in Google and mapped it in KML. If you look, there
is a house on the southwest side and also on the northwest side. Because of this,
permission for this quarry cannot and should not be granted as per the law. Next,
regarding the Terms of Reference (ToR) for this stone quarry, the district
administration here cannot give approval. The officials here do not have the authority
to grant it. They only have the authority to conduct the meeting. The Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority at the state level—called SEIAA in English—is the only
body authorized to grant such approval. That authority must investigate whether, if
the Muthukumar quarry operates, there will be air pollution, water contamination,
noise pollution, as well as soil contamination. The impact on humans, biodiversity,
and the socio-economic environment must also be studied. They have stipulated
what studies need to be done and set the date as 01.03.2025. Only after that date
should the studies be conducted. However, the study dates noted in the documents
are mentioned as February, April, and March 2025 on the cover page itself. If they
have already conducted these studies in advance, what is the purpose of issuing
ToR? Since this department has conducted pre-emptive studies, this quarry should
not be permitted due to illegal procedures. Moreover, many people have said that
there is no problem due to dust from this quarry, and that it has been operating for
many years. In the past, when stone was broken by hand, there was no issue.
Manual breaking does not cause much pollution. But when jackhammers and
explosives are used, only then does majdr impact occur. They claim to have
conducted air quality studies in five or six locations. We welcome that these five or
six locations were studied. For those studies, soil, noise, and water do not require
electricity, but for air studies, only the Pollution Control Board has the necessary
laboratories and expertise. Air quality studies must be conducted using electrical
instruments, and not just for a minute or an hour during the meeting, but for three
months at a single spot, and the equipment must be left there continuously for proper
assessment. They claim to have done this in their laboratory report. | am telling the
people here and the stone quarry owners very clearly: in those six locations, in which
place did your company actually use electricity? There’s a simple reason for this. If
you have two tube lights instead of one at home, the electricity bill will be higher. If

you claim you used electricity at one place for three months, then by checking the
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electricity bills for the three months before and after, we can see if power usage was
truly high in that location. If they genuinely did the study there, let them show the
records—ask them to provide the documents and let us see. Will the project planner,
who is present here, show just the three-month electricity bill for that location? Will
he show the records? In Tiruppur district, District Collector Vineeth asked the project
planner to provide such records, and they did not. Here as well, they have not done
so. They also have not conducted the air quality study as required. Everyone here
has paid money. Even you are being misled by the project planner. If air quality
testing was not done, then permission cannot be granted for your quarry. They have
submitted a false report. You are being deceived. If people have paid money
individually, if individuals have paid for this, then the Pollution Control Board's
respected engineer and the RDO, who attended this meeting at the instruction of the
District Collector, should ask the project planner for the meter reading report for the
air quality study done at six places. This is a major social issue. The same problem
is happening in Pisanathur as well. Fake study reports are being given for hundreds
of quarries, claiming that tests were done in laboratories that do not exist. They say
they conducted air testing where there was no actual lab. That is why, even though
people say they paid, what the project plénner is doing is showing a report
pretending a study was done when it was not. This is a major scam—cheating the
people, cheating the officials, cheating the entire nation. If the police officer here
says this is a 420 case, is this not a 4207 If a study was not done and a false report
was given, then a major scam has been committed. We request that appropriate
action be taken against this. Since the study work for the ToR (Terms of Reference)
and SEIAA (State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority) approval began
before permission was granted, this quarry cannot be legally permitted. In addition,
45 types of documents must be attached. Now, there is a pond. Who is responsible
for the pond? If it's not the Public Works Department, then it's the Panchayat for
Periyakulam. So, when the quarry is just 200 meters from Periyakulam, you must
have obtained a no-objection letter regarding the pond. That letter must be included.
As for the stream, it may come under the control of the Public Works Department or
the Revenue Department. In that case, you must include a certificate stating that the
quarry is not within 50 meters of the stream. All these certificates must be attached,
but nothing is included. The Village Administrative Officer's certificate typically just

states that within the 500-meter or 300-meter radius, there are no houses, no ancient
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‘monuments, or'anything else. Only such a report is given, and that certificate is what
is attached in this report. Therefore, what they have done is concealed these facts.
Among the 45 types of documents required, this is not the only omission. If a high-
tension power line runs across the area, the quarry should not be within 50 meters. If
there is a high-voltage tower, the quarry should not be within 500 or even 300
meters. As for petroleum pipelines, there are many in Pudukkottai, if there is a
petroleum line, as per the document we obtained last week from TNPWD, a quarry
cannot be within 500 meters. The reason is that if there is an explosion and the line
catches fire, it will spread rapidly; whether it is petrol or gas, the whole area could
catch fire, causing severe damage. A person of such stature has passed away
today. What he predicted in Wayanad in 2010 actually happened—a landslide
occurred in Wayanad in 2023. Our region here is also facing a very serious risk. This
area has been marked as Seismic Zone Il, considered a low-risk zone, but just last
year in Manapparai, there was a minor earthquake measuring a little over 2 on the
Richter scale. Not only that, in the neighboring districts of Dindigul and Karur, there
have been five instances of earthquakes in the past three years. This means that this
region is situated in an area experiencing repeated seismic activity. The government
can provide people with the wages they would have earned from three years of
work—ask them to do this; there’s nothing preventing it. The courts are consistently
saying the same thing. In 2021, the court ordered that 335 quarries in Karur be
investigated. Yesterday, when | spoke with the Joint Directors of the Department of
Mines in Karur, they said only 120 quarries have been investigated. If all the quarries
in operation and all those that have finished operating are investigated, the
government could generate between 10 lakh crores and 20 lakh crores in revenue,
even though the government's budget is only 3 lakh crores. But who is going to
enforce this? Whether it's the district secretary, the ruling party MLA, the ruling party
minister, or the opposition minister,rtheir benamis are all involved. That's why
nothing is being done. But now, there is no other way. We must demand that this be
done. People are asking questions—those who come for votes, why are you not
investigating? Investigate the 100-180 quarries operating or that have finished
operating in Pudukkottai; even here, 10 lakh crores could be collected. Insist that it
be done. Whether it is stone quarries or granite quarries, it was someone from this
vilage—Mr. Sagayam—who went to Madurai district and investigated. He imposed a

penalty of 1.13 lakh crores on 80 quarries. He was born in Perunchunai; even his
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uncle had a stone quarry. We must question the government we elect and the
officials who receive salaries from our tax money and demand that they do this.
Similarly, Amma Jeba Kani said they have maintained trees well, But in the report, it
is stated that this company has not planted even a single tree so far. Whether it is
this quarry or the next, or even if it had operated previously, not a single tree has
been planted. Now they are saying they will plant 1,200 trees on 6 or 7 acres—
banyan, peepul, fig, poovarasu, pungai, neem—native trees that provide oxygen, not
foreign trees or eucalyptus or casuarina. So far, they have not planted any trees. Do
not record false information. It's not just my statement; it is mentioned in their project
report that no trees have been planted. Now, they say they will create a green belt
on 0.10% of the area. So, they have not planted trees. In Pudukkottai district, in the
last five years, about 15 people have died in or around quarries due to lack of
fencfng, whether while operating or after closure. Every quarry should be fenced. On
26-7, the Chief Secretary of Tamil Nadu, Shivdas Meena, issued a report that all
operating and abandoned quarries must be fenced within 60 days. But almost no
quarry has fencing. Now, they are auctioning abandoned quarries. The government
has also shown expenditure from the District Climate Fund for green belts around
these quarries. The Chief Secretary’s order on 26-7 must be enforced immediately.
The people, animals, and everything here must be protected. Also, Panchayat roads
here are supposed to handle only 10-ton vehicles. Only 10 tons should use
Panchayat roads; state and national highways can handle up to 49 tons. The
Supreme Court verdict in Civil Contempt Petition 136/2023 directed that, and in
2023, the Tamil Nadu Transport Commissioner issued a circular on 26.07.2023 to all
officials about this. If a lorry carries more than 10 tons on village roads, a fine should
be imposed. Similarly, on national highways, if a vehicle exceeds 49 tons, not only
should a fine be imposed, but the vehicle should also be seized and a criminal case
should be filed. A case for damage to public property should also be initiated. For
each vehicle, the permitted tonnage is specified for 2-axle, 3-axle, and 4-axle
vehicles. Action must be taken according to these rules. But here, every year, 30,000
crore rupees are being spent just on roads, and today, as we came from
Pudukkottai, you might have come by vehicle, but we came by two-wheeler. The
road is full of potholes and bumps—on the way from Pudukkottai to Chithannavasal,
there are nearly 100 such spots. These roads are suppdsed to last for eight years,

but they don't even last three months. Whose money is this 30,000 crore rupees?
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Your money, my money. Why should stone quarry owners loot it? Is this justice?
30,000 crores, sir. If a farmer sets up a shed during a protest, and if it is removed,
like last month when PR Pandian, a farmers’' association leader, was fined 63,000
rupees as capital and received a 13-year sentence, we are not criticizing the
punishment given. You are acting accordingr to the law. But when you act, there will
be consequences—you file cases for damage to public property when a road, a
village road, a district road, a state highway, or a national highway worth 30,000
crores is damaged by quarry or lorry owners. How many criminal cases have been
filed for this? None. Cases are only filed for storing explosives. Even last week, a
hearing was held in court. In Tamil Nadu, in the past five years, 1,750 quarries have
been investigated and fined, with 380 criminal cases filed. Are those cases only on
record? There is no action taken. When such massive damage is done to public
property, what happens? If | take a stone and hit the vehicle of the officer sitting
heré, what will you do? You will arrest me immediately, right? Isn’'t the road also
public properfy, just like the vehicle you use? Is only the office where you work
considered public property? Isn’t the road public property?—this is the question | am
raising. It's not me sayingA this—the Transport Commissioner himself has stated it.
We are only saying: register cases under the Prevention of Damage to Public
Property Act. Only a tractor load should be carried on village roads, which means
only 10 tons, yet they are carrying 90 or 100 tons. That's 30,000 crore rupees of our
tax money, and it is benefitting just a few individuals. For 8,000 quarry owners,
30,000 crore rupees—what do we get? We can't even pay back our small loans of
five or ten thousand rupees and are forced to hide. But every year, government
property worth 30,000 crore rupees is being damaged, totaling 1.5 lakh crores in five
years, and yet there is no action. Therefore, Supreme Court judgments must be
implemented. For not implementing the Supreme Court’s order, our senior 1AS
officer Anshul Mishra was suspended for three months and punished by the court.
This is a responsibility for all the officials here—the RDO, the Sub-Collector, and all
officers, including the police. This is the duty of the police: when overloaded trucks
travel on roads, the Revenue Department, the police, and the Regional Transport
Officer are responsible. What action have they taken? He said that he requested that
appropriate action be taken. Moreover, air pollution is a serious problem here. With
traditional stone breaking, pollution was minimal, but using compressors and

explosives, the smoke lingers for three-quarters of an hour. Also, the M-sand crusher
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produces a lot of dust. Because of this, know this: even children now have
diabetes—not just my claim, but official government data. In CBSE schools, all
students should be tested for diabetes; on May 17, the central government ordered
every school to set up a sugar board to test children for diabetes. We are speaking
for the sake of our children and grandchildren. In Anjankulapatti village near your
district, Karur, | went with the District Revenue Officer to a school; a laborer, an
agricultural worker, brought his six-year-old child with diabetes to show us. Six years
old with diabetes—what does that say about the impact of quarrying on children’s
health? This is not just my opinion but supported by government records. If diabetes
is increasing, the next issue is infertility. In plabes like Erode, there are more fertility
clinics than tea shops. Only by spending 4 lakh rupees can couples have a child. Out
of every ten, three people—men or women—are infertile, and one of the major
causes is air pollution from these quarries. Therefore, this must be taken seriously.
It's not just air pollution—nowadays, even children as young as 2, 3, or 5 years old
are reaching puberty early. According to a news article in Tamil Hindu on September
26, even five-year-old children are experiencing early puberty. What do these
children know? Puberty is meant to be reached between ages 13 and 19. But now,
children are reaching puberty at a much younger age, and | provide evidence that
food habits and air pollution are the reasons. Therefore, those who want to operate a
quarry here must also consider that this will end our children’s lives—especially the
lives of girl children. Times have changed:; this is not the hand-breaking quarry of
old—now, with compressors, explosives are used for breaking. No matter how many
people want to speak, He added that he was telling the truth and the facts. In the
quarry, there are only three people operating the compressor, two breaking with
breakers, three lorry drivers, one for blasting, two for supervision, and four as
helpers or cleaners—no women, no large workforce. If anyone claims otherwise, it is
false and meant to mislead you. If the project planner or quarry owner claims they
haven't used these machines, they are not telling the truth. The fact is, people are
being misled. Your own Sagayam IAS, who protected the land in Madurai and
contributed so much to Tamil Nadu, is from this village. We are only trying to serve
this village, as he did. Previously, a quarry was permitted 500 meters from
Kudumiyanmalai, but when complaints arose that the hill was shaking, permission for
three quarries was canceled. In Chithannavasal village, we clearly state that within a

three-kilometer radius, no stone quarry should be allowed. Why? Even if you offer 1
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lakh crore or 10 lakh crore rupees, it cannot replace what we have here. We may not
realize its value. People come from all over—after Ajanta and Ellora, the
Chithannavasal cave paintings are next in importance. So, we have a social
responsibility. Why can't the same report given for Kudumiyanmalai be given to
Chithannavasal? Yes, people are affected, but | am suggesting alternatives. | have
spoken to Meyyanathan, the Chief Minister, and even the current Minister for Natural
Resources is from your village. We have asked them to conduct an investigation and
provide a report—what | am saying is not without evidence. When permission was
given for two quarries in Minister Raghupathi’s village in 2023, we went and helped
the local leader file a court case, and the National Green Tribunal closed both
quarries. Chithannavasal needs to be protected, just as we are fighting to protect
Keezhadi. You cannot recreate what is already here, even for 10 lakh crore rupees—
it is irreplaceable. Should we, the officials, or the government, be a party to
destroying it? We demand this should be stopped. If false documents are submitted
by quarry owners and permission is granted, that permission will be canceled—the
Pollution Control Board and you have signed this clearly in the guidelines. When
applying for permission, the environmental -management section requires a
statement: “To the best of my knowledge, all facts and figures provided are true. If
any information is found to be false or misleading, the project can be rejected or,
even if approved, revoked at my own expense and risk.” This is not just in the
application; it is stated in the EIA report and the SEIAA affidavit as well. We have
provided detailed statistics showing how, within 50 meters of the quarry, there are
three streams, within 500 meters there are deep borewells and overhead tanks, and
within 200 meters there is a pond. We have also shown details of air quality report
fraud. No matter which court, even the Supreme Court, this evidence will stand. He
added that he was not speaking without evidence; He told that he have provided
facts. When Vedanta's tungsten mine was brought for 5,000 acres, he said that his
name was mentioned by Mines Ministér Durai Murugan in the Assembly, saying,
“Mugilan brought documents and we passed a special act and resolution to cancel
everything.” Is this for the land, for the people, for the country, or for all the children
and grandchildren here? If we support the quarry today, we are supporting infertility
in our chil"dren and grandchildren; we are complicit in harfning their future. Therefore,
we must ask our government to audit all illegal quarries, collect the revenue, use it to
pay off debts, transform society, and bring industries to SIPCOT and SIDCO. All
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MLAs, local body leaders, representatives, quarry owners, and those brought by
quarry owners should unite for this cause. The opportunity is in our hands; it is up to
us to act. If done, the government can generate 20 lakh crore rupees in three
months. Now, they are in the final stage of a settlement scheme—ask for it, it is our
righf. Due to widespread violations of the law and rules, permission should not be
granted for the Muthukumar Quarry Part 2 in Chithannavasal, which spans six acres.

He thanked for the opportunity, and he registered his objection views against the
project.

Thiru. R.T. Annadurai, Mangudi

He introduced himself as R.T. Annadurai from Mangudi. He told that he
extended his greetings to all the respected officials, to everyone gathered, and to the
social activists who have come. Many people have spoken about the villages, and
social activists have spoken about various issues, which are their personal opinions.
Social activists speak with statistics, and so they express their views. He said that
they are stating our strong opinions as well. When social activists speak, they
mention individual ministers, benamis of ministers, and private quarries. That is a
reasonable point—there are individual owners and their interests. But this is not like
that. In today’s situation, the entire Annavasal union depends on the quarry for
survival. As everyone has said, Chithannavasal is the center, and about half the
villages in Annavasal union rely on it for their livelihood. They are not asking for the
quarry to be given to them to increase their economic status. They are asking
because they need daily sustenance to run their families. That is their only livelihood.
If you look at today's generation, the younger ones are studying and will mostly not
come to the quarry; they will go off to other jobs. But in our generation and those
before us, we don’t know any other work—only agriculture and quarrying. These are
our traditional occupations. Hardly two out of a hundred might do masonry, another
two might do other jobs, but the rest—about half the people in Annavasal union—are
all dependent on the quarry. Today, because the quarry industry is not functioning
here, all the stone workers have to go to other districts to find work. As the social
activists said, if the government wishes, it can do anything, and people can survive in
other ways. If this was a new quarry, activists may object, citing possible impacts.
But this is not new. We are not asking for a new tender or a new quarry to be set up.

For four generations—from his grandfather's time to my father's, and now to my
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own—we have all been working in this quarry. This is an old quarry. It is only for
renewal of the tender, not for a new one. For generations, all the people in our area
have depended on this stone-breaking work.‘ This is not a private quarry for a single
individual, so it is not just one person who benefits. In this village, almost everyone
has come together—except for maybe one or two key people, everyone else is
united. Now, this government is our government. We are the ones who elect the
Chief Minister, and a minister. In the same way, for this quarry, someone from the
village has been officially selected, and it is only in their name that the quarry license
exists. That does not mean it is their personal quarry. It-is in their name for the sake
of the process, but the people working here and those in the surrounding area all
depend on this quarry for their livelihood. This is a public quarry for all families in
Chithannavasal, not a private one. Furthermore, all the infrastructure in
Chithannavasal—from the water tank to the roads—has been built using funds from
this quarry. He requested respectfully request the government officials to kindly
consider all these factors and grant permission as soon as possible and he

registered his support opinion for the project.

Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur:

After that, the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur said that if any public has to
say any comments / opinion, they can inform. Then he said that the public hearing

meeting was closed as no one from the public came forwarded to say their opinion.

Vote of Thanks:

The District Environmental Engineer has informed that the public could

submit their comments in writing at the office of the District Collector or the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Pudukkottai office. The District Environmental
Engineer thanked the Revenue Divisional Officer, liluppur for presiding over the
Public hearing meeting and the other Government Officials for attending the
meeting and also he thanked the Proprietor of the stone quarry, Workers, Project
Proponent, NGOs, Press reporters, Police officials, social activists and general

. public who were participated in the Public Hearing Meeting.

The meeting came to an end -
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Encl.:

1. Attendance sheet of the participants(A)

2. Project Proponent's power point presentation(B)

3. Video(CD) of the Public Hearing (C)

4. Draft of Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Executive Summary in
Tamil and English (D) Yo

5. Written Petition (E) - 3 Nos.

SomL, N TN
Revenue Divisional Officer,
District EnvirgMEngineer, evenue”lll\lnmzra Off
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, PpUF.

Pudukkottai.
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