MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE LIMESTONE MINE OF
M/s. MARUVATHUR LIMESTONE MINE, S.F. No: 49/1A, 49/1B, 49/8A(P), 69/1B2,
69/1B3, 69/3C, 70/3A(P), 70/3B & 70/4B, PERALI (SOUTH) VILLAGE, KUNNAM
TALUK, PERAMBALUR DISTRICT OVER AN EXTENT OF 3.545 HECTARES AT
M/s. SR AMMAN MAHAL, ARIYALUR MAIN ROAD, KAVULPALAYAM VILLAGE,
PERAMBALUR TALUK, PERAMBALUR DISTRICT ON 11.06.2025.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:
1. Mr. S. Vaithyanathan : | Personal Assistant to the District Collector
(General),
Perambalur District.
2. Mrs. S. Vijaya Priya : | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perambalur District.
PROPRIETOR:
3. Thiru S.Saravanan, Project
Mining Lessee & M/s. Maruvathur limestone Mine,
Director- Dhandapani Cements S.F. No: 49/1A, 49/1B, 49/8A(P), 69/1B2,
Private Limited. 69/1B3, 69/3C, 70/3A(P), 70/3B & 70/4B,
Perali (South) Village,
Kunnam Taluk,
Perambalur District.

The total number of people who attended the meeting, including the Proprietor of the
quarry, Government Officials, Environmental Activists and the General Public, was 279. (copy

of the attendance register is attached herewith).

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Perambalur, said “Good morning to everyone, Welcome the Personal Assistant to the Collector
(General) who presiding over the public hearing meeting for the proposed Limestone Mine of
M/s. Maruvathur limestone Mine, S.F.No. 49/1A, 49/1B, 49/8A(P), 69/1B2, 69/1B3, 69/3C,
70/3A(P), 70/3B & 70/4B, Perali (South) Village, Kunnam Taluk, Perambalur District over an

extent of 3.545 hectares and welcomed the other government officials, the public, volunteers,



police department and friends from the press and media on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board and the Perambalur District Administration.

She informed that the public hearing is being held to obtain Environmental Clearance
from the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority for the project Maruvathur
Limestone Mine. She also informed that press release regarding this Public Hearing has been
published 30 days in advance in Tamil Newspaper ‘Dinathanthi’ and English Newspaper ‘The
New Indian Express’ on 08.05.2025.

Further, this public hearing meeting has already been advertised through pamphlets and
loudspeakers to inform the public living in Maruvathur and Perali villages on 09.06.2025.

The project Environmental Consultant will elaborate the proposed project in detail and
after that the public can give their comments one by one by giving their name and address and
the comments of the public will be recorded in audio and video format and send to the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.

{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He said that the environmental consultant will
provide a full explanation of this project and after that the public can give their opinion about

this project.}

Environmental consultant:

After expressing his greetings to everyone, he explained in detail about this limestone
project (Photocopy of the project summary is attached).
{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He said that the public can give the opinion about
this project. He also informed that all the public opinions will be recorded fully and forwarded to
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Chennai. Also, he requested the public to give their name

and village before telling their opinions.}

Following this, the Public who attended the public hearing expressed their views as

follows :

1. Thiru Periyasamy, Ariyalur

He informed that he had visited the Mine area frequently and the mine was in operation
for 20 years, during that period there was no adverse impact on the people of the area. He
informed that this project will operate for another 20 years and he believed that there will be no

harm during that period as well, so permission can be given to start this project.



2. Thiru Venkatachalam, Maruvathur:

He told that he is a farmer and informed that already a crusher is located near his
agriculture field and they did not oppose it. He said that their 20 coconut trees are getting
affected now due to the electricity line passing over it and 10 days before, their coconut trees
had burnt. He said that no action was taken over his petition by the Electricity Board in this

regard so far. He asked to proceed the project without causing any disturbance to public.

3. Thiru Ganesan, Panangur, Ariyalur:

He expressed his gratitude to the District Collector and the District Environmental
Engineer. He said that on hearing about the mining, it was learnt that the mining was carried out
in a manner that would ensure complete safety for the people and villages living there. He said
that the water resources would not be affected and that they would extract the stone using a
breaker without using explosives. In that way, the mining work would be carried out properly,
and he said that what resources are lacking in this country, why should we beg from foreign
lands, we can use our mineral resources and provide occupational safety to more than a thousand

families, so environmental clearance be granted.

4. Thiru Palanisamy, Keelapalur, Ariyalur:

He expressed his gratitude to everyone. He informed that the mine was already operated
by the company for more than 20 years in this area and there was no adverse impacts so far. He
also stated that the same company is going to operate the mine and there will not be any adverse
impact for the people. He opined that the mine will be operated with rock breakers, without any
drilling and blasting activities, there will be no adverse impact anticipated. He also said that
there will be no adverse impact on water table and no environmental impact due to pollution. He

requested everyone to welcome this project happily.

5. Thiru Radhakrishnan, Vayalapadi:

He expressed his gratitude to everyone. He said that this mine has been in operation for
more than 20 years and stopped due to various reasons. He stated that this meeting is being held
for obtaining permission to resume the operations and there is no objection to commence the

mine operations.

6. Ms. Keerthana, Maruvathur:
She asked what way they are getting benefitted by this mine. She said that there were
educated youth and women, and she asked if there was any possibility of having employment

from this mine. She enquired if there is any adverse impact to the village due to this mine.



7. Thiru S. Vijayakumar, Maruvathur:

He informed that they have no objection for operating this Maruvathur mine. He also
insisted that no mining activities would carried out during night times. He requested to cooperate
with the people by driving the trucks slowly. He also requested to implement mitigation

measures to control dust.

8. Thiru Ramasamy, Panangur:

He expressed his gratitude to everyone. He requested to give employment opportunity to
the villagers. He also requested to operate the mine without any disturbance. He asked to cover
the mineral transport tippers with tarpaulin to avoid generation of dust. He insisted to give
employment opportunity for the women in the village. He requested to help people in
Maruvathur, Panangur, Perali Villages. He asked to keep the mine area clean, to operate the

mine without affecting the people and to help the village people.

{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He asked the public anyone wants to register their
opinion about this project. He also asked them to mention their name and place before gives

their opinion. }

9. Thiru Palanibharathy, Ariyalur:

He expressed his gratitude to everyone. He said that the advanced mining technologies
are adopted nowadays and there will not be any problem. He said that explosives are not used at
present and the mine is being operated using breakers. He said that work is not done in the mines
at all hours of the day and night and that there are many mines around the village. He said that
since the mine will be operate only from 8 am to 5 pm, there is no objection from his village to

start this mine.

10. Thiru. Thangarasu, Maruvathur:

He stated that this mine was in operation at Maruvathur since 1995 and there was no
adverse impacts. He informed that livelihood of about 50 families depended on this mine. He
informed that about 3-4 mines were operated in the village and they were stopped. He said that
people have sold their agricultural lands and that it would be helpful if they were given jobs in
this mine. He said that it would be better if people from local were employed for jobs including

drivers and labourers. He said that if this mine hired people from outside of villages for Quarry



operation, then there will be no benefit from it and this mine should be started by giving jobs to

local people.

11. Thiru. Sathish, Environmental Protection Secretary:

He expressed his gratitude to everyone. He stated that he respects the culture and
traditions and accepts the valid concerns of local people. He asserted that the government should
adopt the village and release sufficient funds for the sustainable development. He also requested
the government officials to arrange for employment opportunities, and provide permanent
houses for the qualified people. He requested as an Environmental Protection Secretary that the
village should be ecologically and environmentally sustainable. He also requested the proponent
to grow trees and save them. He also requested the government high officials to give the
environmental clearance to the proponent without imposing any condition.

{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He asked the public if anyone need to express
their opinions on this project and asked people to tell their opinions one by one. He said that

everyone's comments can be recorded if they speak one by one.}

(Meeting Continued)

12. Thiru. Chinnadurai, East Street, Maruvathur:

He stated that they did not come to stop the mining operation in Maruvathur and that
there would be no problem if it was located 5 kilometers away. He said that they opposed the
mine because it would affect houses and cause dust as it is located right next to the village. He

requested everyone who has come here to cooperate with them.

13. Tmt. Tamilselvi, Maruvathur:

She stated that they have no problem or objection to the operation of this mine. She
stated that there were no issues from previous operation of the mine and they will cooperate if
the mine is operated without any damage to sheep and cattle, without using explosive, operating
the mine vehicles slowly to avoid dust and without causing any disturbance to the people. She
said that there are many unemployed people in their village and requested to provide job with
high salary. She assured that they will cooperate with the company if the company cooperate

with them.
(There was a small commotion, then the meeting continued).

{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He asked the public to remain calm and to keep

everyone seated.}



(Meeting Continued)

Thiru Ganesan, Panangur, Ariyalur: He asked the public to remain calm and to respect the
Perambalur Personal Assistant to Collector (General), Environmental Officer, Environmental
Consultant and the Police Department. He also said that they had all come to elaborately explain
the project. So everyone should remain calm and that the officials would explain all the details.
He asked all the public to be seated. He said that he had also come from the village and that this
was a wonderful event and that the public could express their opinions and no one should just

leave.

14. Thiru. Krishnasamy, Panagur:
He said that they have no problem with the mining operation. He said that no potholes
found on the roads and that the company should fix the same. He asked them to operate mine

without harming the people.

15. Thiru. R.Saravanan, Maruvathur:

He asked the public to remain calm. He said that they could express their opinions to the
Personal Assistant to Collector (General) and officials. He said that they had requested that there
should be no blasting and pollution problem in the village and they would ensure that no
blasting and pollution occurs. Also, for no potholes should found on the roads, the unit ensure no
overloading on vehicles, if so they can inform them. He said that technology is now more
advanced than before. He said that two days ago, they came to the village and advertised about
this meeting and invited us. He also said that now two people have come to spoil it. He said that
they should not spoil the good thing yet to come. He said that good things will have been happen

to our village through them and asked others to express their opinions.

{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He said that the public can register their comments

on this project and the petitions may also be given.}

(Meeting Continued)

16. Thiru. Rengasamy, Maruvathur:

He said that they acquired the site in 1991, started mining in 1995 and temporarily
stopped in 2000 due to a minor issues. He said he did not feel any ill effects in the village due to
this mine. He said that since school children and school vehicles were coming in large numbers,
it would be better if the mine operated after 10 pm when there was no one around. He said that
there was no problem occurs to the extent of stop this mine and that it would be better if the

pollution control department monitors this mine carefully.



{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He asked the public if anybody wanted to tell their

opinion about this project.}

17. Thiru. Arumugam, Thiru. Subramani, Thiru. Raju, Maruvathur:

He said that no administration, quarry, mine, Hot Mix plant or crusher should get
permission without the knowledge of village leaders. They informed that when they gave
petition to the District Collector Office in 2024 against establishment of Hot Mix plant, the
District Environment Officer did not give permission, like this they oppose this mine project on
behalf of their village. He said if permission given by getting sign from Villagers deliberately
without explain anything to them, he will give petition at the District Collector's Office.
Because, project was opposed when permission asked to set up a Hot Mix plant in Maruvathur
in 2024, so they said that permission should not be given for this mine project too. He said that
already, 50 unit tippers were operating day and night, they would set off blasting at any time,
many houses had been damaged, roads had been completely damaged, many goats and dogs had
died and also said that man had fallen into this quarry and died. Therefore, the permission
should not be given, and also said that if permission is given for this project that they would

stage a road blockade.

Mr. (Name not mentioned):
He said that no public here comes have knows the information and have signed without

any knowledge about the meeting.

{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He said that all the public opinion is being

recorded here and it will be sent to Chennai.}
(Meeting Continued)

But he said that the meeting should be ended, otherwise we will submit a petition to the District

Collector's office on Monday and also said Maruvathur does not need a mine.

18. Thiru. Kathiravan, Ex. Panchayat Ward Member, Maruvathur:

He said they have made a resolution that there should be no crushers in the Maruvathur-
Perali-Panagur border also under their panchayat not in one but two Grama Sabhas. Therefore,
they do not want this mine to start again. There are 150 families living in the area nearby mine.
Currently, there are houses of about 40 families. If a mine operate in that area, no one will be
able to live there. Already, people of Eraiyur are creating problems because of having many
crushers. He said that they will also face the same situation. He said that they will carry heavy

loads in their vehicles so the roads will get damaged. He said that already permission asked to



set up a Hot mix plant near his village, the officials were refused. He said they did not want a
Hot mix plant in that area and also this crusher. He said that because this mine, there is a big
crater and many people have fallen into it and died. He said that there is still a 50-60 feet deep
pit at that place that has not yet been filled. He said that if the pit is dug again, it will be
dangerous for the people. He said that there is a house 30 meters away from the mine so

permission should not be given. He also said they will protest, if permission given.

19. Thiru. Venkatesan, Maruvathur:

He said that a crusher has been in operation in the village for about 20 years, due to
which they face pollution problems and trying to close it. He said that many adverse impacts
exists around the village due to mine. They are fear of problems may arise from mine pits, as
there are mine pits all around the village located in all east, west, north directions. He said that
this mine is only 500 meters away from their village. He said that if they use explosives in it, the
impact will be even greater. He said that there is already a Hot mix plant on the way from Perali
to Maruvathur Village, they have decided to file a petition seeking permanent closure or set up
500 meters away from the road. He said that the distance between the road and the Hot mix plant
is only 50 feet and there is a lot of pollution that is not being controlled. He requested that they
have to provide a way to do good to the people without giving any pollution certificate to this

mine. He said that if possible, do not give permission to the quarry.

20. Thiru. Gunasekaran, Maruvathur:

He greeted the District Collector. He said that buses and vehicles were plying on the
village road and the soil was not suitable. He said that they had given houses to Adi Dravidians
nearby the site and that the quarry was going to be operational again. He said that this
government is for the people and he requested to make a fair decision. He said permission

should not be given to do anything else and that they would abide by it.

{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He asked the public if anybody wanted to

comment on the project. He asked them to register their opinions if they had on this project.}

Since no public came forward to express their views, the District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Perambalur informed that all the opinions made in the
meeting have been recorded in audio and video format and that all of this and all the petitions
received in the meeting will be sent to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority
through the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, and the public hearing meeting has been

concluded.



{Personal Assistant to Collector (General): He thanked all those who had given their opinions,

on behalf of the district administration.}

Enclosures
1. Copy of attendance register of Public hearing (25 pages 279 members)
2. Presentation of Project summary

3. Copy of petitions received during Public hearing-25 Nos.

LY

4. Video recording of public hearing Pendrive
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