Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted for the M/s. K.Manikandan

Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry S.F.No. 1196/1A, 1196/3, 1196/4,

1196/5SA of Katchaikatti Village, Vadipatti Taluk, Madurai District held

on 16.09.2026 at 11.00AM at M/s. RKS Arangam,vNear Primay Health

Centre, Murugan Nagar (Opp), Katchaikatti Village, Vadiapatti Taluk,

Madurai District
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Madurai
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2 | G.Girijadevi

District Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
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3 Sundaravel

Thasildar,
Vadipatti Taluk,
Madurai District

4 | R. Udaya

Assistant Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai District

5 | M.Philo Evaengline

Assistant Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai District

6 | Project Proponent and

public

As per Attendance Register
(Copy of Register is enclosed)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai

Good morning everyone. I am happy to welcome Revenue Divisional

Officer, Madurai to preside over the public hearing meeting.

I also welcome Thasildhar, Revenue Department Officers, Police




Department Officers, Journalists, Social Activists, Owner, representatives,
employees and public of Manikandan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry and the

public who have come to attend public hearing meeting.

M/s.K.Manikandan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry 1.99.0 ha.
S.F.No.1196/1A, 1196/3, 1196/4, 1196/5A, Kachaikatti Village, Vadipatti
Taluk, Madurai District public consultation before granting environmental
clearance as per the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification issued by
the Union Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change, New Delhi,
dated 14.09.2006 and revised in 2009 The said quarry is proposed to be
established and operated at Kachaikatti Village, Vadipatti Taluk, Madurai
District. A public hearing meeting will be held today for the public to express

their views on the establishment of said quarry.

A press release regarding this public hearing meeting was published in
Daily News Paper Dinathanthi and The New Indian Express on 11.08.2026 and
10.09.2026.

First, Representatives of the company will give a power point
presentation on the proposed project. Subsequently, the public can express
their views. The public are kindly requested to register only comments related

to this project by stating their name and Village.

The public can express their views orally or in writing. It is informed
that the comments so expressed will be recorded and forwarded to the State

Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai.

I kindly request Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai to preside over this

meeting.

Now, the Environment consultant of M/s. K. Manikandan Rough Stones
and Gravel Quarry will explain the details of the project through power point

presentation.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

Good morning everyone. Everyone has to given an opportunity to

express their views in a peaceful manner. So he asked them to express their



views in a calm manner without making any noise.

Technical presentation by Environmental Consultant

The Environmental Consultant M/s. K.Manikandan Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry S.F.No. 1196/1A, 1196/3, 1 196/4, 1196/5A of Katchaikatti
Village, Vadipatti Taluk, Madurai District briefly explained the salient aspects of
the proposed project.(Copy enclosed)

Selvaraj, Kambur, People's Alliance for Opposition to the Tungsten Project

and Conservation of Natural Resources

Our main objective is to conserve natural resources and
environment. We are working continuously throughout Tamilnadu. I am here
to share my opinion about this stone quarry. Katchaikatti area in Madurai
district is one that has been continuously and severely affected by stone
quarries. I strongly condemn the Tamil Nadu Government for conducting a
public hearing to seek approval for starting a new quarry in this area, which is
already affected by existing quarries. The environment has suffered a massive
impact on a global scale. The residents of Kachaikatti village, affected by

quarries, have been continuously protesting.

This has also appeared as news in the media. I strongly condemn the
opening of new quarry, as it is detrimental to the people and the environment.
The government is establishing this stone quarry illegally and in violation of the
rules. There are certain legal regulations for establishing a stone quarry. There
is Minor Minerals Rules 1959. The stone quarry is not going to be established
in compliance with these rules. The Government has clear rules of its own. The

officials do not follow those rules when during the establishment of a quarry.

There are regulations stating that no authorized houses, government
housing units, or similar structures should exist within a 300-meter radius of a
proposed stone quarry. However, in this instance, permission has been sought
for the establishment of Manikandan stone quarry located at Survey Nos.
1196/1A, 1196/3, 1196/4, and 1196/5A in Katchaikatti Village, Vadipatti
Taluk, Madurai District. Many rules have been violated in this. Based on
Section 36(1) of the Minor Mineral Rules, 1959, a buffer distance of 300 meters



must be maintained between a quarry and the following: authorized houses
listed in revenue records; housing plots approved by the Panchayat or DTCP;
permanent government structures (such as *natham* areas and temples); group

housing; 'Green Houses'; and cart tracks.

But there is a house present at 294m. Even if the house is in a
dilapidated state, government records must still treat it as a house. It has been
stated, under the Right to Information Act, that the said building must be
recognized as a house. An information has been received regarding the Right to
Information (RTI) application filed by Mr. Ganesan to the Block Development
Officer of Elachipalayam. In which it, the houses constructed through the
Tamil Nadu Government's 'Green House' and 'Kalaignar House' initiatives, as
well as those built under the Pradhan Mantri housing scheme, must be treated

as authorized dwellings, even if they are currently in a dilapidated state.

Furthermore, regarding the distance measurement maps for stone
quarries, there are clear rules stating that entries must be made exactly as
originally recorded in the UDR records, and that details concerning approved
houses, housing plots, and watercourse paths must be verified against the
village map and the 'A' Register before the approval is issued. A’ circular
regarding this has been issued by the Erode District Land Survey Department.
They have concealed the fact that there are houses here. This is a violation of
the rules. Furthermore, there is evidence of some newly constructed houses
when viewing this area on Google Maps. All of these will be affected when this

stone quarry comes into operation.

They themselves said that there is a stream 50 meters away.
However, that stream is located just 12 meters away. How can you grant
permission for this quarry when there is a stream adjacent to it? This is a
violation of the rules. A stream is a stream, no matter wherever it flows. If it
runs on a private property, it does not mean that the stream belongs to them.
That, too, is a government property. It is indeed the people's property. The rule
prohibiting the presence of a stream within a 50-meter distance has been

violated here.



Quarry owners must have access roads to the stone quarries at
their own. Today, in Katchaikatti, a stream is used entirely as a path.
However, according to Government rules, they should lay a separate path.
Using Government land or an existing water channel as a pathway is illegal. As
far as Katchaikatti is concerned, these regulations are being blatantly violated.
Despite numerous complaints being submitted to the Government, no action
has been taken. Quarries that are already in operation are making use of the
stream. This is a violation. This complaint has been lodged with numerous
media outlets. Starting a new stone quarry is condemnable at a time when

there is a call to close the existing ones.

Furthermore, a distance of 50 meters must be maintained between
the stone quarry and public roads, such as tar roads and metal roads (gravel
rogds). A stone quarry is already in operation, utilizing a public road—an
illegally constructed artificial tar road—laid by encroaching upon the
Katchaikatti stream. Won't the Government take any action regarding this? For
whom do you work? For the past year or two, they have covered the stream and
are using it as a pathway. Several crusher quarries are operating in violation of
regulations along the route from Vadipatti to Katchaikatti. How did you grant
permission for all of them? A question arises whether the Government is
working for the people or for private companies. This area has become unfit for

habitation.

The government must conduct a survey to assess the extent to
which the health of people in Katchaikatti and the villages within a 5-kilometer
radius has been affected. People have made a documentary film. People are
shedding tears. To whom do these people appeal? They come to the Collector's
office to lodge a complaint. The responses to those appeals are merely a sham.
No organization has come to rescue these people. The Minister has stated in the
Legislative Assembly that the mountains are missing. He himself described that
the hills near Keelavalavu in Madurai District have been cut like slices of cake.
Those stone quarries are still in operation today. What are the officials doing?
Even though the Minister for Minerals himself has accused the Opposition
party and remarked that "mountains have gone missing," the stone quarry at

Vannathipparai continues to operate to this very moment.



For whom do you all work? I will say just one thing. No matter
how much money you accept to act against matters concerning natural
resources, mineral wealth, and the environment, your children are the ones
who will be affected. Due to errors committed by major nations, the melting of
snow in Nepal has caused massive flooding in the river. People have laid siege
to the Legislative Assembly, claiming that 50 individuals from Tamil Nadu are
missing. There is no information about them. Human errors are the reason for
all of this. We cannot survive with money alone. This Earth must endure
forever. Had our ancestors thought and acted as if things were meant only for
themselves, we would have not been able to gather here today. There is a need
for everyone to come together to protect the environment and natural resources.
It is unclear whether we could save this Earth even if we were all to wake up
now. We urge that a new stone quarry not be opened in the Katchaikatti area,
which has already been affected.

You would ask how buildings and bridges are to be constructed if
the stone quarry does not operate. Southeast Asian countries like Indonesia
and Malaysia possess abundant natural sand resources. They are using beach
sand. A Government Order was issued during the previous DMK
administration that natural river sand can be imported from abroad. They
implemented it for 16 months. After that, they had put it on the back burner.
Many companies are ready to make arrangements for us to obtain natural river

sand at a very low cost.

The Tamil Nadu Government needs to revise its policy decisions
regarding matters such as environment and nature. Initiatives must be taken to
protect the mountains. They are speaking of creating a green shield. Have you
established a 'Green Shield anywhere in Madurai District? There is a
requirement to plant a specific number of trees. There is a rule stating that a
certain number of trees must be planted based on the area of a stone quarry
operation. Trees are not planted anywhere. Many people die despite knowing
this. Only half of it gets recorded. Wire fences are not installed in such places
either. They do not establish a green buffer either. This is a matter that affects
the local people. So, my opinion is: Please leave the *Katchaikatti*. A handful of



private capitalists have already amassed immense wealth through extensive

exploitation.

However, the health of the tens of thousands of people here has
deteriorated. Water bodies have also been ruined. Agriculture has been ruined.
I am not merely stating general observations. This public hearing meeting is
being held in violation of rules. Out of 45 types of documents, only 15
documents have been kept. There are no annexure in the list. No posters have
been pasted anywhere in this area. Posters should have been put up a week in
advance. You had planned to hold the meeting at Vadipatti, located 16
kilometres away. Do you think the people of this village should not participate
then? We are duty-bound to appreciate the District Collector Mr. Nishanth
Krishna. As soon as this mistake was pointed out, he changed the venue for the

meeting. This is a welcome development.

Such public hearing meetings must be conducted in accordance
with law. Moreover, it must be conducted in local areas. Permission should not
be granted for Manikandan's quarry. I wish to place on record my view that
granting permission to the quarry would turn the Katchaikatti area into a
graveyard and a wasteland; therefore, I strongly urge that permission should

not be granted for this quarry. Thank you.

District Environmental Engineer, TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Madurai

The public are requested to express their views briefly, ensuring that

everyone has an opportunity to speak.

Thiru. Tamilazhagan, VCK, State General Secretary, Land Rights Recovery

Movement

Greetings to the Revenue Divisional Officer, the Tahsildar, and the
District Environmental Engineer. Greetings to the farming community and all
the villagers living in this area. I hereby express my strong objection to the
granting of minor mineral rights for the land measuring 1.99 hectares—

comprising Survey Nos. 1196/1A, 1196/3, 1196/4, and 1196/5A—located in



Katchaikatti Village, Vadipatti Taluk, Madurai District. Article 21 of the
Constitution of India guarantees every citizen clean air, clean drinking water,
and a healthy environment. On behalf of the party I belong to, I urge the
officials not to grant approval for projects that would adversely affect these. The
Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Rules of 1956 and the Central Government's

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Rules are currently in force.

We are in its second phase. Following this public hearing, the
Government will decide whether or not to grant permission to this quarry. I
urge these distinguished persons and officials not to grant permission for this

quarry. Thanking you all for this opportunity.

Thiru. Tamil Nilavan, VCK, Engineers' Wing, State Deputy Secretary,
Vadipatti

I am participating in this meeting to express my opposition to the
establishment of the new quarry. I have come with all my arguments written
down as a complaint. I am indeed an Engineer. Those who spoke before me
stated that without this quarry, the price of stones would go up. People here
might express a contrary opinion. It can be said that job opportunities are
available. There was a time when it was impossible to build a house without
sand. Yet, today, these very same officials have enacted laws prohibiting sand
mining and invoke the Goondas Act against those who mine sand in violation of
these rules. However, we have found and are using alternative sand. In the

past, structures were built using bricks.

At that time, crushed stone and concrete had not yet been
discovered. In Kerala, they build houses with trees because there are many
trees available there. Similarly, in some places, they mix soil with the sap of the
Aloe Vera plant to build houses. In the nearby Gandhigram, one can learn how
to build a natural house, practice natural farming, and understand the
principles of natural medicine. We can build houses without destroying natural
resources. You had already mentioned that there are five quarries at this
location. Furthermore, if you are digging a pit in this Katchaikatti area, how will
these people get drinking water? Where will the goats and cows go to graze on

grass? Therefore, the Pollution Control Board officials here should not conduct
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this public hearing merely as a superficial formality and then grant approval to
these quarries as early as tomorrow. If that is granted, the people will rise up

and prepare for a massive protest.

Our Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi and members of social
organizations will fight for that. I am also an Engineer. I can come to work only
if this quarry is broken up. If I myself say that this should not be done; you all
need to understand the underlying intention. People from all areas come here
specifically for the unique qualities of the stones found in the Vadipatti region.
These stones are blue in colour. Its glory is in a league of its own. It is precisely
td protect this that I had requested that this quarry should not be opened; I
take my leave now, thanking everyone who gave me this opportunity. Thank
you. I am submitting the views that cannot be expressed verbally to the

officials as a formal complaint.

Thiru. Gnanasekaran, Social Activist, Katchaikatti

i

‘ I am very happy that so many villagers from the Katchaikatti
Rex%enue Village have come here. I have seen many Gram Sabhas. Even there,
theﬁcrowd turnout wasn't this enthusiastic. I am very happy to be here. I extend
my greetings to all the officials present here. I am a social activist from
Katchaikatti village. I am not against stone quarries. We are the ones who say,
"Follow in accordance with legal provisions." The rule stipulates that this public
hearing must be held only if the 45 types of documents are available. Only 15
documents are enclosed in the book here. The others have been deliberately
concealed. We have been consistently recording this at every meeting. They
said that the stream is located at a distance of 50 meters. But the stream is

only 10 feet away.

This document has been deliberately concealed. Officials must
conduct a field inspection regarding the establishment of this stone quarry.
Stone quarry vehicles are traversing the path of the stream in violation of legal
regulations. They advertised that lorries coming from stone quarries would be
covered with tarpaulins. We had never seen a tarpaulin-covered lorry in our
village before. We have seen things like that on the bypass road, perhaps. The

people living here suffer from psoriasis, sinus issues, allergies, and wheezing.



Workers at the stone quarry have lost fingers, hands, eyes, and legs.
Government regulations (Minor Mineral Rules) clearly stipulate that safety
equipments must be used. Who are following those rules? Everyone has been

provided with insurance only.

There are 11 stone quarries currently operating in our village. There
are no signboards indicating ownership or specifying the exact extent of the
area to be excavated. No one properly adheres to the Minor Minerals Rules. I
have submitted more than 400 petitions. When a petition was submitted to
prevent vehicles from driving through the stream, a response was received from
the Tamil Nadu Water Resources Department. According to the Water Bodies
Protection Act of 2008, the ban on any vehicle entering the stream exists only

on paper.

If the law remains only on paper, when will you actually implement
it? You are issuing the order granting permission for this stone quarry subject
to conditions. But all those conditions have been violated. If stone quarries are
granted permission to dig to a depth of 20 feet, they end up digging up to 70
feet. We held a hunger strike in front of the SEIAA office. A senior official there
stated that they grant permission based solely on the documents provided by
lower-level officials (such as the Tahsildar). According to the Green Tribunal, it
is required to plant 100 trees per acre. Operations at 40 stone quarries in this
area have been completed. If trees had been planted like that, this place would

have turned into a beautiful grove.

The air, land, and water resources of our area have been degraded
and polluted. The Delhi government has stated that air pollution leads to an
increase in B12 sugar levels. I have compiled this into a formal representation
and am submitting it to you, supported by evidence. Our people are
continuously struggling. We are not opposed to the work of stone quarry
operators. Our aim is to ensure that others are not harmed. Landslides will not
occur only if stone quarries are operated using the step method. A boy from
Mumbai drowned due to the extreme depth while swimming in the waters of the
quarry. There is a regulation from the Green Tribunal requiring a fence to be

erected around every stone quarry.



No one has followed that rule. Many wild animals are dying. They
have been diverting a stream and using it for nearly 20 years. It was not
possible to cover this stream. If there is any falsehood in what I say, file a case
against me. People are living in ignorance, lacking awareness. They are not at
fault. Countless lorries are transporting loads of stones from the stone quarries.
After our continued efforts, their numbers have decreased during the night.
They are rendering the lands unsuitable. Please conduct a proper inspection of
the existing stone quarries.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

Please do not interrupt while someone is speaking. Express your
comments. This shall not become a forum that asks questions. Everyone is
requested to observe proper decorum. Let him finish speaking. Whatever his
opinion may be, let him express it. Everything will be recorded and sent to the
Government. The Government has the authority to make decisions. Therefore,

you have the right to freely express your views.

Thiru. Gnanasekaran, Social Activist, Katchaikatti

We had inquired with the Vadipatti Block Development Officer about
the load-bearing capacity of the tar road in our village, under RTI. They replied
that it could withstand only 10 tons. A tractor's capacity is 8 tonnes. A 10-
wheeler vehicle carries a load exceeding 50 tonnes at full capacity. Under these
circumstances, a tar road designed to last eight years deteriorates within just
three years. We need to know the details regarding which village was given the

sum of 7 lakh rupees. Where do all these funds go?

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai
This is not a forum for asking questions.

Thiru. Gnanasekaran, Social Activist, Katchaikatti

Vehicles coming from stone quarries must not encroach upon

water channels. Ban this practice and grant permission for this stone quarry.

Issue the license in accordance with legal provisions.



Thiru. Rajkumar District Social Justice Organizer Kachchaikkatti

My humble greetings to all the officials and friends present here.
We have come to protect our village. We have not come to ruin anyone's
business. We are saying, "Give it in the proper manner." The well springs have
dried up. We are unable to carry out farming. We do not need this stone quarry
which is proposed to be established for the well-being of the people of
Ramaiyanpatti village. The existing stone quarries must be closed. Permission
for the next stone quarry should be granted only after the operations at the
current one have been completed. Officials must act honestly. Provide us with a
place to relocate elsewhere, and convert Ramaiyanpatti into a stone quarrying
site. Tell me how much money you need, and I will give it to you. I take my

leave, thanking you for the opportunity.

Thiru. Murugesan, Katchaikatti Village, Chockalingapuram

I offer my humble greetings to everyone present here—including the
farming community and wage labourers—who have come from areas such as
Madurai, Vadipatti, Chockalingapuram, Poochampatti, Ramaiyanpatti, and
Katchaikatti, as well as to the Madurai Revenue Divisional Officer, the District
Environmental Engineer, and the Vadipatti Tahsildar. Everyone who spoke
today has highlighted various points regarding the extent of the impact caused
by stone quarries in this area. Vadippatti Taluk was formed in 1985. The
Saathaiyar Dam was constructed in 1975. Since the Saathaiyar Dam has been
deepened, all the water flows there. Consequently, the people of Katchaikatti,
Ramaiyanpatti, and Poochampatti villages are reduced to begging as their

agriculture has been destroyed.

Farmers in this region previously engaged in the cultivation of
grapes, bananas, cotton, pearl millet, and various types of pulses. This village
provided employment to many people. Give each of us compensation of one
crore rupees. We are unable to afford my children's education. 45 acres of
Panchayat land has been ravaged by quarrying operations. Many village ponds
and streams in Poochampatti and Ramaiyanpatti have been destroyed. If you
want the people to live, I implore you—touching your feet—do not set up

quarries here. All the livestock in this area have perished. The Poochampatti
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Outer Ring Road was not laid for the people. It has been laid for the quarries.
Water meant for the ponds has been blocked in the name of road expansion.
None of the officials responded to the petitions we submitted. I request that a
ban be imposed on operating the quarry. I respectfully inform you that,
otherwise, a blockade protest will be held on the Vadipatti National Highway.

Thiru. Suresh, Katchaikatti, Periyar Nagar, VCK Union Secretary

There are a sufficient number of stone quarries and crushers in
the villages of Katchaikatti, Ramaiyanpatti, and Poochampatti. The resulting
destruction is also extensive. Stone quarry crushers cause ground vibrations
and damage to groundwater, agriculture, and roads, as well as traffic
disruptions. Furthermore, the environment has been damaged, leading to
widespread infections and subjecting the people to numerous hardships. Dust
generated on the roads affects the eyes, nose, and mouth, making people
susceptible to infectious diseases. These areas are becoming unfit for the next
generétion to live in. Therefore, in order to protect our villages and taking the
aforementioned points into consideration, please completely abandon the

practice of granting permits for new stone quarries and crushers.

I am also submitting my request in the form of a petition. The
assets our ancestors left us are forests, mountains, and waterfalls. Today, we
are completely destroying it. There are many reasons for that. Quarry and
crusher owners have arrived here. I am not a relative of any of you. I have
come here to speak on your behalf. You are stating that your livelihood is being
affected. Everyone is working for the sake of their children. Will those children
be able to live in this village tomorrow? Is there good air and clean water? What
are we going to leave for the next generation? The Government should form a
committee and conduct a study for one week. Permission should not be
granted for stone quarries and crushers in the future. Save us. As one of the
residents of this village, I request that you make arrangements for us to live in
this area. If permission is granted despite this, I will invite my leader on behalf
of our Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi. I take my leave, vowing to stage a protest
that will make Tamil Nadu turn and take notice.



Thiru. R. Muthuraja, BJP Youth Wing, Madurai East District Secretary

A few people spoke about tungsten protest. All the officials grant
permission in due form. Understand that first. You say that there is a house at
194m. It has been established only after obtaining Government permission. The
quarry on Kondaiyampatti Hill operates with Government permission and after
duly paying the required taxes. Accusing officials in this place of accepting

bribes is an offense under the law. Only opinions should be expressed.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

Only opinions should be expressed. Do not react to what others had

said.

Thiru. R, Muthuraja, BJP Youth Wing, Madurai East District Secretary

Our view is that we need the quarry.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

They have expressed many views. Please do not criticize those views.
Please express only your views briefly and clearly. Everyone needs an
opportunity to speak. Do not repeat points that have already been discussed.

Do not criticize anyone.

Thiru. R. Muthuraja, BJP Youth Wing, Madurai East District Secretary

Lorries are operated only after obtaining permit. The stream is not
near the quarry. It is indeed far away. Agriculture is not carried out using water
from the stream. Everything has been destroyed. The Government granted
permission for the quarries as early as 30 years ago. The Government granted
permission for quarries due to the failure of agriculture. There are hundreds of
workers here. There are a large number of people here who support the quarry.
If they have applied in accordance with Government rules, permission should

be granted to them.

We came to this town thirty years ago in search of a livelihood. It
was this stone quarry that gave me my identity. Let them impound the lorries if
a violation has been committed. Their focus is solely on ensuring that a

particular industry does not come here. If some people approach this from a
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party-political perspective, protests will be held on behalf of the Bharatiya
Janata Party in front of the Taluk and District Collector offices.

We should express only our views. This is not a party-related issue.
Ask under the Right to Information (RTI) Act what benefit this Panchayat
derives from this. It has been many years since agriculture failed in these
regions. We depend on the quarries. The Government must grant permission, in
accordance with legal provisions. Thousands of families would say that they
want the quarry. Poochampatti village has developed due to this industry. We
absolutely need this stone quarry.

Thiru. Sathish Kumar, Poochampatti

I have been working at the crusher for 15 years. They strictly adhere

to the regulations at our crusher.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

Do not criticize what has already been discussed. Please express your

views briefly and clearly.

Thiru. Sathish Kumar, Poochampatti
We are making a living solely from the quarry. We want this quarry. I

need to educate my children. Everyone in my family relies on this profession for

our livelihood. Permission must be granted for the crusher business.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

Please express your views briefly and clearly. Do not criticize what
has already been discussed. If you speak like that, it won't be possible to give

everyone an opportunity. Those who have already spoken, please remain silent.

Thiru. Chinnamani, Sholvandan, Madurai District

Greetings to everyone. I work as a driver at a private quarry. I have
been working here since I was young. My livelihood depends on this.
Discussions regarding my salary hike have also taken place. I request everyone
to simply express their views and pave the way for this quarry to obtain the

necessary approval in a proper manner.



Thiru. Periyasamy, Periyar Nagar, Katchaikatti

I have come on behalf of our village. No one has come here for
personal gain. Families living by the roadside in our village are moving out.
Conduct a field study to see how many families are affected by this dust. We are
unable to even eat. It is not fair to hold the public hearing on working days. Our
people are unable to come forward to express their views. How do people who
do manual labour leave their work and attend the meeting? Why can't this
meeting be held on a Sunday? You are the only ones we can ask. Children are
affected by dust while going to school. Should we admit our children to school
or to the hospital?

Where are we supposed to go for the employers to make money? If
permission is granted for this quarry, declare our village unfit for living beings
to inhabit before handing it over. We are affected by this dust all the time. We
are going to hold a meeting regarding the adverse effects caused by the quarry
in our area. Go and see how many vehicles are passing by covered with
tarpaulins. Information about the public hearing did not properly reach

cveryone.

Thiru. Periyapandi, Poochampatti

I have been working at a crusher for the past 25 years. Dust is
generated even by the operation of the vehicles you all drive. On what grounds
is it fair to claim that dust is generated solely by the crusher industry? Many
businesses rely on these crushers. That is why we want this crusher business.

Grant permission for quarries.

Thiru. Sonaimuthu, Poochampatti

Greetings to everyone. I am 33 years old. As far as [ know, I do not
recall any farming taking place near the quarry. We are transporting along the
bank of the stream. The stream is not blocked. In our village, educated people
leave for other jobs. We could not go. We make a living by breaking stones. We
assure you that we will proceed with proper authorization. We are seeking
permission for the quarry in an arid area that lacks water. We want the quarry.

Thank you everyone.



Thiru. Mujibur Rahman, Katchaikatti

Katchaikatti Panchayat has no revenue. It is my view that the

Kachaikatti Panchayat should generate revenue.

Thiru.Sangam Adaikkan, Tamil Nadu Pastoralists' Federation, Kambur

Panchayat, Melur Taluk

Greetings to everyone. In online it is stated that there are more than
15 quarries in Katchaikatti village. Out of a population of 13,000, up to 6,000
people are illiterate. As capitalists plunder mineral resources, the development
of the general public is shrinking. Goat markets were held in Katchaikatti. The
goats reared in this region were valuable. Currently, the livestock rearing

business in this area has been severely affected.

It is being destroyed by stone quarries. The public and the
Government lack awareness about it. There is no grazing land for the goats. The
depletion of carbon content in the Earth leads to various problems. If ten
quarries operate in the same area, what will happen to the habitat of living
organisms? Only 5 of the 40 types of documents required for the public hearing
are available. In that case, this public hearing itself is invalid. Saplings planted
in any quarry do not grow into trees. Biodiversity in the areas surrounding the
quarry is being affected. We participated in a public hearing held in our village
four years ago. In it, we spoke about how our pastoral community and farmers
were being affected by the quarry. At that time, a few people spoke in support of
that quarry. Now, three years later, the same people are fighting to stop that
quarry. This is human nature. People of Katchaikatti should think deeply. If a

mountain is cut away, it will not grow back.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

Opportunities should be given to others. I request you to express your
views quickly
Thiru. Sangam Adaikkan, Tamil Nadu Pastoralists' Federation, Kambur

Panchayat, Melur Taluk

‘They are even building houses using trees, without stone or sand. The

depletion of mineral resources for individual self-interest must be prevented. It



is we, the people, who must question this. Various temples were built across
Tamil Nadu during the era of monarchy. During the era of monarchy, there was
a ban on the public using stones. Permission was granted to build only temples
and choultries using stone. Those who ruled in that era recognized the

importance of rocks.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

Everyone, please remain quiet.

Sangam Adaikkan, Tamil Nadu Pastoralists' Federation, Xambur
Panchayat, Melur Taluk

Do not allow the mountains to be cut down for the self-interest of

business owners. Thank you for the opportunity.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Madurai

Everyone, please remain quiet. Members of the public, please express

your views briefly.

Thiru. Ramasamy, Poochampatti

Over the past 25 years, the stone quarrying industry has gradually
gained a foothold and has now assumed massive proportions. There are
approximately 27 crushers along the road leading from the Andipatti bungalow
to Palamedu. Thirteen stone quarries are currently operating in the
Ramaiyanpatti, Poochampatti, and Katchaikatti areas to supply stone to these
crushers. As a result, the farmers who have lived in this village for centuries
have been severely affected. More than 1,500 acres of land have gone fallow.

Many people who lived here have moved to other places for employment.

The stone quarrying operations are causing disturbances to
agriculture. Heavy vehicles are moving from the stone quarries. Stone
quarrying operations cause nothing but only harm to the public. Those who
demand stone quarries lack awareness on labour laws. Twelve people who

worked at the stone quarry have died over the past 20 years. Officials need to
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ensure that stone quarries commence operations with proper documentation. I

take my leave, thanking you for the opportunity. Thank you and goodbye.

Village Head

No one is an enemy to anyone. Everyone belongs to the same

community. Quarrying operations have been going on around this town for 50
years without any opposition. You are undermining the spirit of brotherhood.

We urge the officials to regulate the quarrying operations.

Anonymous ;
No one from this village runs a quarry. Therefore, that income goes to

other villages. Why are you plundering the Katchaikatti area for the sake of

making money?

Thiru. Palaniandi, Katchaikatti

I submitted a petition to everyone regarding the damages caused by

quarryi;;g. No one took any notice of it. They said they would provide
compensation of 1.5 lakh rupees for the damage caused to agriculture by

quarrying operations. But nothing was given.

Tmt. Kalyani, Periyar Nagar, Katchaikatti

My child is suffering from breathing difficulties caused by crusher
dust. Agriculture is being destroyed by crushers. Let future generations live.We
don't want this crusher. Many children in our area have been affected by this
dust. Many people have left this village. Let the people here live. Please do not
support this quarry.

Thiru. Adhimuthu Kumarapandian, Semminipatti

I have come specifically to express my opposition to this meeting.
However, some have expressed the view that this quarry is necessary for their
daily livelihood. Crusher and quarrying industries are the primary activities
here. The Government must grant them due recognition and ensure their
safety. Several quarries are operating around Katchaikatti village. The revenue

from that goes to other villages. But the brunt of the impact falls solely on



Kachaikatti. A solution must be found for the problems caused by quarry dust.
The Government should regulate and conduct quarrying operations. If the

people's needs are met, there will be no problems. Thank you.

Thiru. Selvaraj, Ramaiyanpatti

My land is located around the land where the quarry is to be set up.
It is not my wish that the quarry should not be established. Officials must
conduct field inspections to protect water bodies and streams from
encroachment. An alternative route must be provided for lorries. I urge that the

protection of water bodies be ensured.

Thiru. Rajendran, Ramaiyanpatti

Greetings to all the officials. The funds meant for the quarry are
being diverted to other panchayats. Survey Number 1196 falls under our
Panchayat. Therefore, we need to receive the funds for establishment of the
quarry. If there is no quarrying, the livelihoods of 200 drivers will be affected. I
extend my full support to this quarry.

Thiru. Jegan, Ramaiyvanpatti

People's livelihoods are being affected due to the lack of agriculture
and rainfall. Government officials must monitor the operation of lorries. Roads

are being damaged due to lorries travelling with excessive loads. Thank you.

Thiru. Jeeva, Kesampatti

Greetings to everyone. The public hearing is being conducted by the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. Posters about this were not seen
anywhere. There were no formal announcements. The new government must
also take measures regarding this. A large number of stone quarries are
operating in this Katchaikatti area. The occupation of herding has died out
here. It is very challenging for people to live in this area. Quarries are not
operating in accordance with the law. The true situation will become known
only through an on-the-spot field inspection. All the laws exist only in name.
People say they do not need this stone quarry. Therefore, permission should not

be granted for this stone quarry. This meeting was not conducted properly.



Therefore, permission should not be granted for this quarry. I take my leave,

stating that we will carry forward protests if permission is granted.

Thiru. Ramalingam, Villapuram, Madurai

Greetings to everyone. I run a YouTube channel in the Katchaikatti
area. We have been continuously monitoring this area. We have made a
documentary about this area. We have compiled the impacts caused by the
existing stone quarries. The natural environment must be protected. People
have reported that quarries are causing adverse effects. The Government
should take this into consideration. I urge the Government and officials to take

steps to resolve the issues faced by the people. Thank you.

Thiru. S. Velayudham, Katéhaikatti

&Greetings to everyone. I have two daughters. My wife has passed

away. Pollution Control Board is the reason for that. My house is near the road.
My wife passed away in 2023. I could not bear that loss. I request the
Government to take measures to prevent the generation of dust in the

Katchaikatti area. Thank you.

Thiru. Moorthy, Poochampatti

We have been living in this area for 40 years. We are engaged in the

stone-breaking trade. We don't know any other trade.

Anonymous
Greetings to everyone. There is a lot of opposition as well as support

for this quarry. Many quarries across India are operating with Government
approval. Hundreds of thousands of families make a living from this. Therefore,
we absolutely need this stone quarry. Families can survive only if the stone
quarries operate. Many people's livelihood depends upon this. Stone quarries
are not operated anywhere without Government's permission. Quarry

operations must continue until alternatives to quarrying is found.



Thiru. Selvan, Poochampatti

Greetings to everyone. Our village definitely needs this quarry.

Quarries are profitable. We definitely need them.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

Madurai

The District Environmental Engineer thanked the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Madurai for presiding over the public hearing and thanked all the
Government officials, police officers, press people, social activists and public on
behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

The meeting came to an end.

@ Ceya B salalany Y, o
District Enviroﬁi?nental Enlg?neer, fgv ue Divisional Officer

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Madurai.
Madurai.

Enclosures:
1. Copy of Press release (Public Notice published in Tamil & English) for

notifying the Public Hearing meeting.

2.Copy of attendance sheet of the Public Hearing ( Total Pages 17 & 168
Persons)

3. Copy of Audio & Video (DVD-Disc) of the Public hearing proceedings.

4. Written petitions submitted by the Public.
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