MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FOR THE PROPOSED
M/S.MANGAMMALPURAM SAND QUARRY TO THE EXTENT OF 20.00.0
HECTARES IN SF. NO. 217 (PART), MANGAMMALPURAM VILLAGE, ANBIL,
LALGUDI TALUK, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI DISTRICT, ON 13.08.2025 AT 11:00 AM, AT
SATHYA MAHAL, NEAR AACHIRAMAVALLIAMAN KOVIL, MAIN ROAD, ANBIL
VILLAGE, LALGUDI TALUK, TIRUCHIRAPPALLI DISTRICT.

Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. K. Sridhar,
Revenue Divisional Officer,
Lalgudi Revenue Division,

Tiruchirappalli District.

2. Er. S. Sivaranjani,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruchirappalli.

3. Mrs. M. Gnanamirtham
Tahsildar,
Lalgudi Taluk,
Tiruchirappalli District.

Participants related to the project:

1. Thiru. A. Venkatesan,
Assistant Executive Engineer,

Minerals and Monitoring Sub-Division, Trichy.
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2. Thiru. J. Sadik Badsha,
Assistant Engineer, Minerals and Monitoring Division-I,

Trichy.

3. Thiru. R. Kaviraj,

Assistant Engineer, Minerals and Monitoring, Musiri.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruchirappalli

The District Environmental Engineer welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer,
Lalgudi, Tahsildar Lalgudi, environmental activists, officials from the Revenue and
Police Departments, project consultants, general public and all others present on
behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

The District Environmental Engineer stated that since the proposed sand quarry
project falls under Section 1(a) of the schedule specified in the Environmental Impact
Assessment Notification No. S.0.1533, issued on 14.09.2008 by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, and as the project is categorized as ‘B1’, it is mandatory to

conduct a public hearing prior to granting environmental clearance.

Accordingly, this public hearing is being conducted today, in line with the directives of
the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, to assess the grant of

permission for the above-mentioned sand quarry project.

The District Environmental Engineer further informed that a public notice inviting
comments on the project was published in both Tamil and English newspapers on
12.07.2025, with the approval of the District Collector (as a press release). She added
that the environmental consultants will now present the details of the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) report related to the sand quarry project through a
PowerPoint presentation. Following the presentation, members of the public are

invited to register their comments by providing their name and place of residence.

The District Environmental Engineer also informed that all questions raised by the

public, along with the responses provided by the project proponents, will be audio and
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video recorded and will be submitted to the State Environmental Impact Assessment

Authority for further processing.

Finally, The District Environmental Engineer requested the Revenue Divisional Officer,
Lalgudi to chair and preside over the public hearing.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Lalqudi Revenue Division, Tiruchirappalli District

The Revenue Divisional Officer welcomed all members of the public and

environmental activists who attended the public consultation meeting.

The Revenue Divisional Officer stated that the Project Consultant would present
details of the proposed Mangammalpuram Sand Quarry Project and invited the public
to register their views and opinions. He further informed that written submissions from
the public would also be accepted, recorded, and forwarded to the State

Environmental Impact Assessment Authority for process.

Project Consultant

The Environmental Consultant of the project welcomed everyone and explained the
project and the environmental management plan through a power point presentation.

1.Thiru. M. P. Chinnathurai, District President, Tamil Nadu Farmers' Association

(Non-Party), Tiruchirappalli District

I would like to extend my humble respects to the government officials, members of the
public, agricultural associations, environmental activists, and representatives from all
political parties who are present here today. We are already witnessing the
consequences of deep excavation in the Cauvery and Kollidam rivers carried out in
the name of development projects, which have been approved by the government, the
Hon'ble High Court, and the Supreme Court. These activities have damaged the
environment, destroyed countless coconut and palm trees, and contributed to the

failure of the monsoons.

As a direct result of this sand exploitation, the flood in 2018 destroyed both the
Mukkombu barrage and the historic Kollidam transportation bridge. Government
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officials draw their salaries from taxpayers’ money, and it is only through the votes of
the people that you are elected to represent them in local bodies, municipalities,

corporations, the Legislative Assembly, and Parliament.

Yet, despite this responsibility, the government and its officials, along with those in
power, are looting the country's natural resources—seriously damaging the livelihoods
of future generations and causing severe economic hardship, food insecurity, and

drinking water shortages.

When we surveyed the Idayatrumangalam area, Mr. Palaniswami was then the District
Collector. In Idayatrumangalam and Perugamani, there existed a sand quarry that
went as deep as 48 feet. During the drought, three members of the same family
tragically died after falling into the sand pit. Thousands of palm and tamarind trees
were destroyed in Kulithalai, affecting the region's natural ecosystem and reducing
rainfall.

We are already engaged in a legal and political battle with the state of Karnataka over
the construction of the Megathadhu dam, fearing it will affect the 177 TMC of water
allocated to Tamil Nadu. And yet, here we are planning a new sand quarry—this time
at the cost of our groundwater, drinking water, and the very livelihood of future
generations. At the same time, under the old Surplus Water Scheme introduced by
Perunthalaivar Kamaraj, 13 lakes around Trichy district were intended for water
management. However, they have been destroyed in the name of the Valarchi Project,
to make way for the NH-67 semi-circular national highway, by filling these water bodies
with soil.

What has happened to Punganur Lake, Kallikudi Lake, Kothamangalam Lake,
Panchpur Lake, K. Sathanur, Periyakulam, Kanyakulam, Olaiyur Lake, Kumbakkudi
Lake, Suriyaur Lake, Elanthapatti Lake, Palanganangudi Lake, and Tuakkudi Periya
Lake? While politicians are now demanding tolls in these areas, the grandson of
former Agriculture Minister Anbil Dharmalingam, has raised this issue in the Legislative
Assembly, calling for the removal of the toll booths. Even Kumar, the then Leader of

the Opposition, and Vijaya Bhaskar staged protests at the toll plaza.
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However, we must now record, with regret and concern, that not a single word was
spoken by those in power about the destruction of these 13 lakes. No discussions
were held in the Assembly, nor was the public informed about how these lakes were

destroyed to build roads by dumping soil into them.

If | were to say today that a two-lane road is not enough and that it should be converted
into a four-lane road, people might still consider it development. But if | also say that
the lakes which once existed there will be entirely wiped out—would the ruling party,
opposition, social activists, nature conservationists, and the public still support it?

We have filed a case against this injustice. The case has been heard, but the judgment
is yet to be delivered. Justice G.R. Swaminathan has praised the merits of this case.
So instead of misleading the public with so-called public hearings, why should we raise
our hands and say to the world that our country lacks natural resources? Why should

we be dependent on foreign nations?

All domestic oil production, and even the cultivation of rice and millets, is being
sidelined. We are importing oil from other Indian states and even from abroad. But

why then, when it comes to sand, are we not importing it from abroad?

2. Thiru. T. Kolluraman, Boothalur Circle, Thanjavur District

Greetings to everyone. The stated purpose of establishing this sand quarry is to
improve the flow of water. However, sand quarries have been operating at every
kilometer along this Kollidam River for many years. Everyone here knows that no real

effort has been made to widen the water flow path.

The actual width of the Kollidam River is 1.2 kilometres, so there is no obstruction to
the natural flow of water. Therefore, the stated objective of improving water flow does

not seem valid or appropriate.

Furthermore, a case related to this matter is currently pending before the Madurai
Bench of the Hon'ble High Court. The concern is that establishing a sand quarry at
this location will negatively impact the kallanai nearby. In light of this, | request that a
recommendation be made to the government to avoid setting up the quarry at this
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location. | have also submitted a written petition to the concerned authorities. Thank

you and greetings.

3. Thiru. M. Vivekananda, Counsel, Tamil Nadu Farmers’ Association (Non-
Party)

First, you presented a PowerPoint. | will ask a few questions based on what was
shown. You only explained sand mining, but you did not mention any of the harmful
effects of sand mining. You hold the position of District Environmental Engineer—what
responsibilities have been entrusted to you? What powers do you hold?
Fundamentally, what is a government? Is it a people-oriented government or a

politician-oriented government? That’s the real question.

You showed that a check dam was built across the Kollidam River with 27 crores
allocated. But now, that check dam doesn't even exist. Can we demolish the Kollidam
bridge built during British rule? No. The debris from that old bridge still remains, and

another bridge has been constructed nearby.

There is another scam wherever a river bridge is constructed, river sand is taken from
the location, used in construction, and the full contract amount is charged—this is a
major issue. | ask the government officials and politicians—can you build a dam like
this? Look at the historical significance of this area. Just last month, we visited Mettur
on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Farmers’ Association. We broke rocks, created a riverbed,
and tried to wipe the tears of farmers in the delta region. Today, everything is being
labelled as development and growth. But in the past 18 years, has there been any
sand quarry in Kerala, in a riverbed or river channel—whether natural or man-made?
No. Not even one. You should have presented both advantages and disadvantages of

this project. Instead, you speak only about development.

We gave 100 acres of eco-forest land to Anna University—approved by the very same
Environment Minister. Now, we are running a ¥4 crore tree plantation project in Tamil
Nadu. Yet your plan is to sell the palm oil fund, which was created under zero budget
farming, for just 225. Please, don't deceive the public. We may live and die, but what
about the future generations—what will we leave behind for all the children sitting

here?
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We must not plunder our rivers. Today, there’s so much technology available. Other
- countries are offering resources cheaper than us—why aren’t you pursuing those
options? You're exploiting our natural resources—but can you artificially create sand
resources of the same quality and quantity? Can you? You say you're going to plant
10,000 saplings in this area. You've been saying for four years that you'll achieve 33%
forest cover. Then tell us—how much forest coverage has actually been created so
far? The wealth of this region is its forests and water sources. Why do we need to
depend on groundwater? Why do we construct dams? It's for water storage and

filtration.

But if the silt and sediment are removed by sand mining, the nature of the water
changes. If you dig deep pits and remove topsoil, where will the water be stored? How
will the surrounding agricultural lands receive water? What about the water for
irrigation channels? In Karnataka, they don't talk about problems only when there’s a
water crisis. Even when there is no flood, they plan and act intelligently. They're trying
to build a dam in Mekathadhu saying, “We have water; you have water.” But here,

we're removing dams instead.

No one has even explained how Kallanai Dam was built. How far is that historical dam
from here? Can we build a structure like Kallanai today? Can we? Tell us honestly.
We request officials: Work for the people. Bring people-centric projects to the attention
of the government. The public protest is not political—it's a just and fair demand. It's
not only me—you yourselves are bringing water in flasks today. That's how bad the

situation is.

We strongly oppose this sand quarry project. We do not want it. We say this firmly to
all officials here: Your salary is paid by the taxpayers. You are here to serve the people.
Instead, you distract us with a PowerPoint, talking about 10,000 saplings, trying to
cover up the exploitation. What happened to the environment minister who promised

those saplings? Show us where those forests are today.

Don't deceive the people. If this sand quarry is started, it will result in legal action, and
there will be a unified protest by all social organizations in this region. With love and
responsibility, | conclude with this strong resolution: “No. No. We do not want this sand
quarry.” Thank you, and greetings.

Page 7 of 34



4. Thiru. L. Joseph, Keezhakurichi Village, Trichy District,

Half the water coming from Mettur flows into the Kollidam River. Why are the thorn
forests there growing knee-high? They have not been maintained properly. In the
name of expanding water bodies, a high-level bridge was supposed to be built—but it
has not been constructed because there is no money. All that matters is the revenue.
What is really important to them is how much commission can be taken from that

revenue.

This so-called public opinion meeting is actually an opinion-imposing meeting. Don't
accept what is being forced upon us in the name of public opinion—it will backfire.
Please record what we are saying here. This water flows all the way to Nagapattinam.
Why do we need to build a new check dam when the check dam built during the flood
period is still standing? If a new bridge is built without proper care, it will collapse. First,

clean the thorn bushes and reeds.

If this sand quarry permit is given again, we sincerely condemn it on behalf of the
Samaaniya Makkal Nala Party. The public and all welfare organizations will unite and
protest. This should never happen. If you say you need this sand, then import it from
abroad. If you have the authority to transport it from here, why can’t you buy it from

somewhere else? You will face severe consequences in 2026.

This sand quarry should not be allowed. If you want to take sand, import it from abroad.
There are thousands of ways to make money—do not destroy what we have here. We

are fighting for the people. We do not want this sand quarry. Thank you, greetings.

5. Thiru. Gnanaselvam, ldayatrumangalam, Naam Tamilar Party

My concern about this sand quarry has been ongoing for 12 years. There are a total
of 8 pump houses in this area. What will recharge these 8 pump houses? Water does
not come here 365 days a year; water flows only for about 30 days. Itis the job of this
sand to filter and store the water that comes. The water that has been stored for many
lakhs of years is being sucked by the borewell sets installed by your Water Board, the

TWAD Board, and sent to many villages and industries.
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Three villagers, like Anbil, fought hard to stop the project in Idayatrumangalam to
prevent the digging of borewells. A borewell absorbs almost 5 million litres of water
per day. The newly constructed borewell you installed absorbs only 1 crore 45
thousand Liters of water. In such a situation, a reasonable and quality government
should support that sand by building a check dam. Only then can water be stored and

recharged.

The TWAD Board can still dig borewells and extract water. But now, you will not even
follow one of the rules you have set. On the first day, you will start a sand quarry, put
up a single wire fence, and raise a flag after receiving some amount. The next day,
when you start operations, that flag will be ten villages away. You put up such a huge
boundary. You say you will only dig 2.5 to 3 meters deep, but in the last quarry you
set up, you said 9 feet and dug as deep as 51 feet. Is this all? According to government
rules, a sand quarry should only operate from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. | have seen with my
own eyes that the quarry in Idayatrumangalam operates 24 hours a day.

No matter how many petitions | send, even with officials and policemen involved, there
is no benefit. Finally, the Enforcement Director (ED) came and scientifically studied
the latitude and longitude, and there is a case in the Honorable High Court involving
corruption worth 4000 crores. The case is still pending. In such a situation, the truth is
that those who commit all these irregularities will not follow even a single rule. Even if

the District Collector comes, nothing can be done.

6. Thiru. Dharmaraj, Keelanbil

They took sand up to 30 feet deep. After taking it, they tried to take sand from the
Mangammalpuram area. But during the flood, all the sand from Mangammalpuram
was carried to Keelanbil. The banks used to be full of novella trees, mango trees,
iluppai trees, and punga trees. Now, see if there are any trees left. They have built a
bridge in the east at Poondi, and the pillars have sunk seven to eight feet. Cement
mixture was poured only up to a certain water level. All the sand has gone east beyond
Mangammalpuram. Now, should | quarry it again and bear my losses? he asked.
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7. Thiru. Ulavanjagan, Naam Tamilar Katchi

Water has come three times now. Why didn’t the water reach Kollidam river? They
want to take this sand in the name of improving the water flow capacity of the Kollidam
river. How painful it is if we have to sell this sand to save our generation. We live in
Trichy and the Delta district, but we do not know the true value of water. However, if
we look at Ramanathapuram and Sivagangai districts, women have to wait 2 to 3 hours
just to collect 10 jugs of water. Now, we understand the situation fully. In our village,
water used to spring up just by digging a hole for a pavilion, but not anymore. After 10
years, there will be no clean water. The situation like that of Ramanathapuram and
Sivagangai will become the norm.

Another concern is how to build a house. When you present ideas about sand usage,
if you have made this river sterile and transported the sand in trucks and JCBs to
neighbouring states and countries to increase your livelihood, know that we are on the
path to destruction. Today, 32 rivers have dried up. Sand is a treasure. Just as our
heart gives blood to the body, all rivers are the great mother of the land. If we dump
sand, all rivers will dry up. Please, | request you, this is not only a kind request, this is
not just our opinion — | would like to state clearly that if this sand quarry is established,
we, the Tamil Party, will definitely oppose it and will continue to file cases to stop it.

There is no alternative opinion.

8. Mrs. Shiny, Samaaniya Makkal Nala Katchi, Trichy

| wish everyone. We have also participated in previous public hearing about sand
quarries and stone quarries. But saying is one thing, doing is another. When we get
permission from the authorities, they say that people will receive welfare schemes
worth nine crores. Whether that is actually happening or not is another matter. Sand
has been looted for many years. They buy sand quarry rights by fixing all the
quantities. But all the mineral resources in the soil are gone. When that happens,
groundwater will be polluted. We will not have drinking water. In those days, we used
to drink Cauvery water, but now we get water only in bottles. After another 10 or 20
years, future generations will not get water. There will be no agriculture either. Now
corporate companies are invading agricultural lands and destroying farming—

destroying everything and turning lands into buildings. After another 10 years, how will
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our generation get water? How will we get agricultural rice? By exploiting sand

resources in this way, we will be left with no mineral resources.

How many farmers are there in the Mekathadu Dam, Trichy, Thanjavur, and
Nagapattinam areas? We will be left without that water. Think a little selfishly about
what our situation will be like when that happens. Don’t you want your grandchildren
to live? Don’t you want future generations to be born? They are exploiting sand by
calling it a quarry. If you question them, they make you disappear. This is what is
happening. You all know SP Varunkumar. They confiscated 23 sand trucks because
all those trucks had fake licenses and were transporting sand to another state to sell.
If sand is transported to another state for money, what will happen to this earth? Many
people ask, what will we do if there is no sand to build houses? There is no sand to
build houses. We don't need natural sand; we don't need artificial sand. They said the
government would import it. But did they do it? No, they did not fulfill their promises.

In Kerala, not a single inch of land has been taken for quarrying in almost 35 years
since 1992. Shouldn’t we learn from that? Whether they are politicians or officials, they
say they will work for the people. What have they really done? This regime is almost
coming to an end, whether it is DMK or AIADMK. Whichever government comes, first
work for the people. All the ponds are being closed here and there, leaving people
without water and no opportunity to do agriculture. They are destroying all agricultural
land. They are closing all the ponds for their own selfish interests. We are all working
to protect the ponds, but these politicians are closing every pond for money. If this is

the case, who is responsible for our livelihood?

Mineral resources are being plundered. The environment is being affected. Animals
are being destroyed. Trees are being destroyed. Isn’t all this harmful? We need to live
in natural conditions. We need natural water. We need natural breathing. The situation
where we carry water in bottles today should not happen to the next generation. This
is what we need. What we want to say from this is that wherever a quarry or a sand
quarry is opened, we will declare a protest on behalf of the common people. | thank

you for giving us this opportunity.
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9. Thiru. Ramprasad, Melanbil, Mangammalpuram

Many have spoken about the consequences of this sand quarry coming here. | am 29
years old. | want to share with you that | have experienced in these 29 years. When |
was 5 years old, we built a toilet in our house for the first time. At that time, while
digging a pit 6 feet deep for the septic tank, water suddenly started flowing in. After
removing all that water, we built the septic tank. But today, the water level has
decreased significantly. When | was 15 years old, agriculture in our village was
severely affected. During those times, we usually had three crops every year — two
main crops and one seasonal crop like sesame or black gram. But during drought
periods, even one crop was stopped due to lack of water. Those who owned 4 to 5
acres lowered their borewells deeper to get water, but those with only 1 or 2 acres
couldn’t lower their borewells due to lack of income. Because of this, only those with
4 to 5 acres received sufficient water through motors installed in deeper borewells,
while those with smaller landholding, having only small motors, did not get water. Even
after 10 years, these losses have not been fully compensated. Now, if you take sand

from the river, we don’t know what will happen to future generations.

Everyone in our village owns farmland, but only a few still practice agriculture; others
have moved on to different jobs because agriculture does not generate much income
due to water scarcity. In this meeting, there may be about 10 young people present.
People of the past used to farm privately even on 10 acres. But if you ask whether our
generation will be able to do full-time farming, the answer is no — because there is no
water. Because of this, we have had to leave farming and seek other employment.
After another 10 years, agriculture will no longer exist and the land will turn into a
desert like Rajasthan. We will have no choice but to take up other jobs to support our
families. In today’s times, there is no significant profit in farming. For example, with an
income of 240,000, expenses are 225,000, so only 215,000 remains. On top of that,
those who supply inputs make things difficult for us here. Therefore, | urge you to find
a way so that we can leave something for the next generation. Please look at our
situation and then 'submit your report to the higher authorities. Hence, | state that we
do not want this sand quarry.
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10. Thiru. Ravichandran, Trichy

| would like to record that we are the last generation of Tamils born on the banks of
the Cauvery River, drinking its fresh water, and now forced to drink salty water. It is
well known to everyone that both the sea level and the Cauvery riverbank are steadily
rising every day. Even this region, which has five rivers — Cauvery, Vennaru, Vettaru,
~ Vadavaru, and Kollidam — is now affected by saline water intrusion. Despite this

situation, you are holding a public consultation meeting to set up a sand quarry here.

| asked the District Environmental Engineer and the Revenue Divisional Officer
whether the project’s operations manager is present. You say that our goal is to
increase the water resources of this reservoir, and therefore you are proposing this
sand project. You mention that sand will be extracted from an area 800 meters long,
300 meters wide, and 3 meters deep. If sand is taken from this single spot, how do
you expect water to reach flow of tail end? We do not understand how this could
happen. This question should be asked directly to the operations manager.

Furthermore, how many tanks are there along the northern bank of this reservoir?
Water flowing out of these tanks should reach every lake. Especially the Anbil area
where we live is part of the Gangai Kondan Cholapuram lake. According to data, the
Vaikkal (canal) starts from here. When Rajendra Chola cut the Gangai Kondan
Cholapuram lake, the tanks used for that were located here. However, the question
remains — does the water from these tanks actually flow to Gangai Kondan
Cholapuram? We should ask our Chief Engineer that.

We must also note here that while we are careful about bringing water to flow end
reservoir, our government, officials, and representatives have not informed us or taken
steps to channel water to the branch canals and the lakes that depend on them. When
surface water arrives, we release it directly into the sea, instead of making efforts to
fill the branch canals, lakes, and ponds that exist here. No lake has been cleaned or
dredged. No canal has been cleaned or dredged. That is why the water flows

excessively and causes flooding.

This problem is not limited to the reservoir alone. You have not dredged or repaired
the Cauvery River, nor have you taken steps to maintain the Vennaru and Vettaru
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rivers. None of the rivers have been properly maintained. Maintenance is not just about
extracting sand from a single spot. Using JCBs, the riverbanks need to be widened
and raised. Taking sand to a depth of 10 meters in one place is completely
unacceptable. | express my opinion that this sand quarry will cause a groundwater
threat in this area and therefore must not be established. Instead, the lakes and canals

need to be cleaned, their banks widened and raised. Thank you.

11. Mrs. 8. Pavithra Arunganthi, Former Panchayat President,

Mangammalpuram, Anbil

She expressed her greetings and thanks to the government officials present here. She
thanked them for the good intention of holding a consultation meeting to hear the
people's opinions. Protecting soil resources is the responsibility of all of us. If the soil
is taken away, groundwater will decrease, and if groundwater decreases, agriculture
will be severely affected. Most of the people here rely on agriculture. Furthermore,

there will be a dire situation for drinking water as well.

In the past, when the former Chief Minister Kalaignar Karunanidhi visited Anbil village,
he mentioned that he travelled through the river. At that time, the soil and sand
resources must have been abundant and excellent. But now, if someone goes to bathe
in the river, ten people get caught in whirlpools and drown. From this dire situation, |

plead to save us, our soil resources, and our future generations. Thank you.

12. Thiru. Veeramani, Former President, Jangarajapuram Panchayat

We have always opposed sand extraction in this Anbil village along with the people.
Even now, we are participating here with the firm belief that this should not happen.
Therefore, we know very well that if this sand quarry is established, it will cause great
damage to us and to the people of our village. Hence, we fully pledge our cooperation

to protest against this sand quarry, to join with the people and prevent it from coming.

13. Thiru. Arunachalam, Naam Tamilar Katchi

This consultation meeting is being held to improve the water carrying capacity and
flow efficiency of the Kollidam River. We need to understand one important thing. |

have often heard our ancestors say this: The reason this river is called Kollidam is
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because it holds back any floodwaters coming from the Cauvery River. No matter how
much water comes, it is contained here. The water never reaches flow tail end. Given
this, the question arises—do we really need a sand quarry here? If you want to improve
this capacity, then in the Delta district, all the lakes, ponds, canals, and streams that
could be in flow end should be desilted. If you do that, none of the agricultural
associations here will oppose it. This meeting will end then. If you do this work, it will

be very useful.

Agriculture in the Delta district is declining. All the anger here is directed at government
officials. But, as far as | am concerned, government officials are only representatives
. of the government; our direct representatives are the elected government—whether
MLAs or Members of Parliament. They should come and tell us whether this is wanted
or not, because we have voted for them. All party members here definitely agree on
this and have recorded their opposition to the sand quarry. Especially, Annan has
expressed this, and | thank him. If the sand quarry is set up here against the will of the
people, our chief coordinator, Senthamizh Seeman, has assured he will come. | am
duty-bound to say firmly that the sand quarry will not come here against his word.

Thank you.

14. Thiru. Selvakumar, Naam Tamilar Katchi, Natarajapuram Village

On behalf of the local people and the Naam Tamilar Katchi party, | have come to record
my opinion. My view is that no sand quarry should be allowed here. Previously, from
2007 to 2010, there was a sand quarry in this same Anbil village. If you ask whether
sand was taken only within the permitted limits at that quarry, the answer is no. Many
lives have been lost because of that. Everyone in this village knows this. Recently,
many lives were lost due to a sand quarry near the water pavilion. When a sand quarry
is established, it is mandated that sugarcane rollers must be used inside the quarry.
But now, near the water pavilion, it is being operated with tractors. What is said and

what is done are two different things.

Looking at the damage caused by the earlier sand quarry here, there is a sand dune
about 100 meters behind, which had around 3,000 trees. Because you took sand, the
groundwater level dropped, and we lost many palm trees here. Similarly, from Lalgudi
to Anbil, there are 3 to 4 irrigation points. If you take away all our water, how will we
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do agriculture? Large farmers here have wells and manage to retain water. But small
farmers with less than 2 acres have been affected badly and have started leaving

agriculture for other jobs.

Another issue is that, elsewhere, bridges stand strong because the pillars are deep
and supported. But here, looking at our bridge, the pillars are hanging loosely. We are
witnessing all this. In a previous consultation meeting, it was mentioned that sand
extraction affects building workers. But today, no one can work in construction without
sand. There are alternatives like M-sand and P-sand. You export sand from here to
other countries. Why can’t we import it from there to our country? We have the
technology, but the government and officials refuse to implement it. You are severely
affecting our livelihood. Therefore, | record my opinion that we do not want the sand
quarry here. Thank you.

15. Thiru. Seeman Jayaraj, State Deputy Secretary, Environmental Wing,

Naam Tamilar Katchi

Greetings to the beloved people and the government officials who have come to hear
our views. This consultation meeting includes the village residents, former village
heads, and social activists. | would like to present a few brief points, which will be
conveyed to the officials as questions. First and foremost, my main concern is about
the name itself: improving the water-carrying capacity of the Kollidam River. What we
are trying to do to enhance the river's capacity is like forcing food into the mouth of a

child who refuses to eat. We must understand this first.

Secondly, the Kollidam Bridge at our Tollgate was constructed approximately 100
years ago. We know the structure well. The pillars are about 17 to 18 feet tall. About
7-8 years ago, a sand quarry was set up 2 kilometres away from the Kollidam bank.
Within 2-3 kilometers, soil erosion occurred, and the bridge was damaged. We
witnessed this happening right before our eyes. The sill level of the dam is 56 meters,
and similarly, the Sill level in Mangammalpuram here is 50 meters. That is a difference
of 6 meters, or over 20 feet. If sand is taken from an area where the Sill level is more
than 20 feet, will the sand around the dam shift or remain intact? This is the first
question.
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If it shifts, what will happen? The dam, which has stood for 2,000 years, will disappear.
Only those who understand the dam’s construction will fear this. | believe all
government officials are aware of this, so please take this into consideration. There is
a huge corruption network behind sand extraction. We witness it daily. Previously,
when Mr. Vaithiyanathan was the Revenue Divisional Officer and DSP Mr.
Seetharaman was present, during Survey No. 144, there was an ongoing issue with
illegal sand mining. At night, from 12 am to 3 am, lorries would suddenly unload about
50 loads of sand from the waterlogged area beside that survey number.

Such illegal sand mining has led to multiple deaths in this region, including among
children. Similarly, due to sand theft, a person who bathes in a small water pool on the
first day drowns and dies the next day while trying to bathe again. Many such incidents
have occurred. Since you are consulting us regarding this sand quarry, please convey
this viewpoint to the higher authorities. We understand the position of the officials very
well. Your job is only to implement government projects, but bringing in such projects
is the role of politicians. So please properly present our opinions. This will greatly help

us prevent this sand quarry from being established here. Thank you.

16. Thiru. Jeevakumar, Farmers’ Association

Greetings to the officials, farmers, and social activists present here. | would like to note
that the proceedings of this meeting could even go to the High Court. As Ravi
mentioned earlier, the person responsible for this project and the project engineer
should have been present. | hereby record the opinion that the minutes, video, and
audio of this meeting may be used in a High Court inquiry. Regarding Anbil — it is not
only famous in Tamil Nadu but also renowned in world history. Anbil’s sculptures are
displayed in an exhibition in the Netherlands. Here we have Achiraman Temple,
Valliammal Temple, and other temples built by the Cholas. Everyone agrees that Anbil

must be protected.

As mentioned earlier, the Prime Minister visited Chozhapuram on the banks of the
Ganges. There is a lake called Chola Ganges there. The water supply to that village
came from Anbil — water that travelled over 100 kilometres through Anbil. On the way
from Anbil, there is Ariyur, where the dam (Vamadai) is located, which supplies water
to the Ganges. We have heard about the Raja Surangam (royal tunnel). We
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understand it to be a tunnel leading from a temple to the palace. If you turn sand mining
into a tunnel, it is a grave injustice. As teacher Ponnuraman said, nothing should be

constructed within 15 kilometres of the dam.

There were civilizations like Mesopotamia and the Indus Valley Civilization, but they
perished. Even after the destruction of many irrigation systems and civilizations

worldwide, the dam built by Karikalan still exists. Is this project intended to destroy it?

What research is there in sand mining? The very phrase “sand mining” sounds like
theft to us. Therefore, we request that this project be abandoned. There are seven
environmental aspects you presented: soil environment, water environment, air
environment, sand environment, light environment, biological environment, socio-
economic environment, and solid waste. The answer to these is that certainly, the soil
environment will be damaged. Here, water flows evenly and does not stagnate. Water
flows here because of which Rajaraja Cholan and Rajendra Cholan took this area.

Therefore, the soil environment will definitely be polluted.

Next, the soil environment — the water here is salty. Already, the water has become
salty with dissolved calcium. Specifically, near Kovilady, Cauvery water is sold. In a
village where motherless children survived, even if you insult the mother, water should
not be polluted. Water is only available after paying Rs. 5 or Rs. 10 tokens. When
drinking water is sold, soil fertility also degrades.

Next, the water environment — Tamil Nadu can sustain only a limited amount of water.
Many lakes are dry. Hence, we request that sand mining not be allowed here. Next,
the air environment — due to excavators, lorries, and other heavy vehicles, the air
quality is deteriorating. Noise pollution occurs. Biological pollution happens. Many
birds, along with trees, aquatic animals, and fish live here. This sea and river do not
belong only to us; they belong to all living creatures and will be affected. Next, the
socio-economic environment — our very lives are at stake. If drinking water is sold at
a price, irrigation water will be unavailable. People on the Kollidam side, where

irrigation ends, cultivate using Kollidam water.

Solid waste will be affected. Because of sand mining, bird droppings that helped grow

aquatic plants like sky lotus, Neiveli Kattamanakku, and Velikaruvai emerge on the
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riverbank. This project, instead of protecting such plants, is a scam. Even if you cast
your vote, many will oppose this project. Your authority is limited to a certain extent,
but please send this opinion as it is. If sand quarrying exceeds the permitted limits,
many lives have already been lost due to submersion in ponds and floods. If it

continues, our people will give their lives to stop it. That is our firm stance.

17. Thiru. Malarmannan, District Secretary, Thottiyam Samanya Makkal Nala

Katchi

The most important river in Tamil Nadu is the Cauvery, and no one can deny this.
Now, a map was shown highlighting the supposed benefits of the sand quarry. | am

here to explain its harms.

The sand protects the particles deposited in the rivers. This sand protects the soil and
drinking water. Only this sand can do that. If this sand is removed, future generations
will not have drinking water. In those days, water was stored in vessels. Now
everything has become mineral water bottles due to water scarcity caused by sand
mining. Therefore, sand mining should not be allowed. This sand provides essential
nutrients for plant growth. Since the origin of sand, even a small amount of rainwater
in summer brings water. Only this sand has that power. Even in drought periods, sand

protects groundwater levels in the surrounding areas. It protects humans.

If the sand is removed, no one can prevent severe droughts during summers. That is
the truth. Trees can be grown in 20-30 years, but can we preserve sand even for 100
years? As the movie “Sathuranga Vettai” suggests, humans’ desires must be
controlled. This map shows how much is spent on education and welfare, but the sand
is planned to be mined by creating false hopes. On behalf of the people, | request the
Revenue Divisional Officer, District Environmental Officer, and Taluk Officer not to

permit sand mining at this time. Thank you.

18. Thiru. N. Ramesh, Anbil Kollidam River Protection Welfare Association

Greetings to everyone. In 2012, the honourable court ordered an immediate halt to
sand quarrying, which had been ongoing for many years. At that time, the quarries
near the village of Keelanbil were stopped immediately because sand theft had been

occurring for over 20 years.
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In 2015, the government tried to start a sand quarry in Mangammalpuram village. They
even constructed basic buildings. We, the people, united and held a massive protest
in March to stop it. Since then, our association has informed all officials about the

damages caused by sand quarrying and why it should be avoided.

Similarly, we have submitted many petitions requesting that no quarry be allowed
within 15 kilometres east or west of Mangammalpuram dam. If you need sand, please
fulfill the demand from other places. These petitions have reached the District

Environmental Officer as well.

Despite reviewing these petitions, it is surprising that you are conducting this
consultation meeting now. So, what value do officials give to our opinions? We have
submitted many petitions via registered mail. We have provided more information than
discussed here, along with the necessary documents. Even after seeing all these, you
are holding this meeting again. Many people ask whether the opinions voiced here will
be forwarded as-is to higher authorities. After this meeting, RTI can be used to obtain
this information. Therefore, we continue to fight against sand quarrying within 15
kilometers east and west of the dam. We record this opinion in this meeting. We have
already lost Mukkombu Bridge and Kollidam Bridge. We are not ready to lose the dam
bridge. Hence, please stop this sand quarrying. Don't hold another opinion poll
meeting after 5-6 years. We have attached the public’s petitions along with this. Thank

you and greetings.

19. Thiru. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection

Movement

Greetings to the Chairman of the Mangammalpuram Sand Quarry Public Consultation
Meeting, which is being jointly organized by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
and the Trichy District Administration. | also extend my respectful greetings to the
Respected Revenue Divisional Officer, the District Environmental Engineer who is
leading this public hearing meeting and all departmental officials present, concerned
citizens, and members of the public who are here today out of their deep concern for
our environment and homeland. Protecting our motherland is our foremost duty. |

would like to share some background for your consideration.
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From 2016 to 2017, | led the Cauvery River Protection Movement and actively
protested against illegal sand mining operations. As a result of these protests, more
than 10 illegal sand quarries in Karur district were shut down by the administration.
These efforts also contributed for orders by Honourable Justice Mr. Magadevan of the
Supreme Court, which prohibited sand mining in riverbeds and quarries across Tamil
Nadu. Despite our peaceful protests, during the last legislative assembly elections,
when our current Chief Minister was then the Leader of the Opposition party and on
his visit to the Karur constituency on 28.03.2021 and stated that many activists—
including myself—were attacked, imprisoned, and subjected to various forms of torture
simply for opposing illegal sand mining. Back then, the ruling Edappadi government
said, “We will not support this,” and even Murasoli newspaper reported on how we

were suppressed for standing against sand quarry operations.

Itis worth reminding that the current Chief Minister came to power on the very promise
that he would put an end to such injustices—in part by acknowledging the repression
we faced when fighting against sand quarries. | am not here to declare whether the
quarry should be or not. However, a comprehensive Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) report has been submitted regarding this 20-hectare (50-acre)
quarry, detailing its likely impact on air, water, noise, soil, biodiversity, and the socio-
economic environment. This 121-page report is available online only in English.

In Tamil Nadu, every document that affects the public must be made available in Tamil.
During the previous administration, no such reports were released to the public. But
due to our continuous legal and activist efforts, an order was secured to upload all

such reports in both English and Tamil, beginning from 05.10.2021.

Unfortunately, the EIA report for the Mangammalpuram sand quarry has still not been
uploaded in Tamil by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, despite their own
commitment to promoting Tamil. By contrast, the Achammalpuram sand quarry EIA
report (Karur District, 2023) has been uploaded in Tamil. Similarly, the Virahalur sand
quarry report from November 4, 2023, was also not uploaded in Tamil—though many
other districts have uploaded their reports in Tamil. This contradiction raises a serious
question: How will the common people understand a technical report if it is not in their

mother tongue?
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Ironically, the same consulting firm—Geo Exploration and Mining—that prepared the
Mangammalpuram report also prepared the Achammalpuram report, which was
released in Tamil. So clearly, it is possible. Then why has the Mangammalpuram

report not been translated and shared in Tamil?

Last year, the Honourable Chief Minister allocated 110 crore to the Tamil
Development Department and directed that all official government orders be issued in
Tamil, not English. But here, in the constituency of ministers, the Mangammalpuram
sand quarry report has not been made available in Tamil. This seem that information
not to be revealed to the public. Therefore, | strongly urge the District Collector and
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to immediately ensure that the Mangammalpuram

sand quarry EIA report is translated and uploaded in Tamil.

Please note: In other cases, such as the 80-acre granite quarry in Sivanmalai (Tiruppur
District), Kaiyatharu (Thoothukudi District), and the Meenakshi Reroller lron Factory
(Sultanpet, Coimbatore), public hearings were cancelled because the reports were not

made available in Tamil. Is a Single agency is Fair to Karur District and not Trichy?

Why was the report not uploaded in Tamil? If it had been in Tamil, the public could
have easily understood it. The deliberate choice not to upload it in Tamil appears to
be an attempt to keep the public in the dark. Not releasing the report in Tamil is an
illegal act. There has been significant public dissatisfaction with the report regarding
this quarry. Many people have raised concerns, stating that the report is incorrect —
no mention on Anbil Seppedu,a bridge and a borewell at the location. The report
should have been obtained from government officials. However, the current report is
not from the Public Works Department (PWD); it is a report prepared by a private
company appointed by the PWD. Naturally, this private company is likely to present

the project in a favourable light by omitting critical data and facts.

Reports from actual officials should have been included. If the report of the RDO is
attached, and for any legal issues arise in the future, he can be held accountable
based on that report. However, since their reports are not included, we cannot know
the official stand of the RDO, Taluk Officer, or Village Administrative Officer.
Furthermore, the Department of Archaeology should have provided a report about the
Anbil Seppedu. The HR & CE Department should have commented on temple-related
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concerns, and the Forest Department should have assessed the forest areas. We
have written to the Chief Minister listing the types of reports that should have been
included. We also informed the Chief Minister that this consultation meeting is being

held without proper transparency and by concealing important documents.

Out of the 45 types of reports that are required — including reports on factories and
PWD structures within a 10-kilometer radius, none have been included in this report.
Under the "Ungal Udan Mudhalvar" scheme, the government is ready to issue
subdivision even for 1 cent of land. Then why is there an issue in subdividing 50 acres
in Survey Field No. 2177 This appears to be a method of enabling corruption from the

very beginning.

Six studies were conducted on this quarry project — on air, noise, water, soil,
biodiversity, and socio-economic impact. The report doesn't deny the impacts; rather,
it admits there will be effects, and suggests ways to mitigate them. But I'm here to
question whether those impacts can be rectified? If a quarry is to be established, it
must comply with siting criteria. As per Section 36(1) of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral
Concession Rules, 18959, no minor mineral should be extracted within 500 meters of
any water supply system or bridge managed by any local body, central/state
department, or the Tamil Nadu Drinking Water and Drainage Board.

In this case, there are borewells within 500 meters of the proposed quarry site that
supply drinking water to several panchayats. Local residents have raised this issue
too. Legally, the quarry cannot be permitted. Another speaker mentioned a water
supply channel exists at the site, although it has now collapsed. Even if the structure
has physically collapsed, its presence on the field map makes it legally valid. Once
marked on a field map, a structure remains a structure. Hence, with water supply
channels, overhead tanks, and cesspools located within 500 meters, permission for

the quarry cannot be granted on legal grounds.

If permission is still granted, the matter will be taken to court and face strong public
protests. Also, to improve the water flow and efficiency of the Kollidam River at the site
of the proposed quarry, it is said that the sand level above the sill is 5 feet, and 3 feet
below that will be extracted — totaling a depth of 2.5 meters. The report claims the
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area has an elevation of 53 meters above mean sea level (MSL), and after excavation,
it will be reduced to 50.5 MSL.

These studies were conducted continuously for 3 months between December 2022
and February 2023. But after the study period, permission was granted for another
quarry in Thanjavur district, within 500 meters of this site. When the Enforcement
Department inspected that quarry, they found that excessive sand had been illegally
extracted. A significant amount of sand has already been extracted in the past. Before
2023, 15 meters of sand were extracted, where only 2 meters were initially allowed.
Whether,1.5-meter-high sand deposits will be left after the five floods that occurred
after 2023, it's uncertain whether they will remain in place or be washed away by
floods. It would have been ideal if a consultation meeting had taken place within six
inspection by the enforcement department only occurred in September 2023. Now, the
consultation meeting is being held two years later, in August 2025.

The study period is set at three years. If the quarry receives permission six months
later than planned, the study period will be over, and the quarry cannot be established.
The Assistant Director Mines, who is responsible for granting permission for a 500-
meter radius and the amount of sand to be extracted, should have been present at this
meeting. Similarly, the officer from the Public Works Department should have
attended, but neither showed up. | am from Karur District, where the Noyyal, Bhavani,
and Amaravati rivers converge into the Cauvery. However, there is no sand in these
rivers. The stretch of the Cauvery River up to Mettur contains only rocks, not even a
handful of sand is available. It remains unclear how a sand dune was formed here,

where there is no sand and not true.

We have already informed the Tamil Nadu government in 2021 that no sand quarries
should be established within the protected agricultural zones. Unfortunately, this was
not implemented, and as a result, illegal sand mining has occurred once again.
Ministers and officials from the enforcement department have gone to court, alleging

scam amounting to ¥4,000-5,000 crores.

Chairman of Anbil, we can verify the 53 MSL or 48 MSL claim using the GRS device.
We werein 24-member survey team from Karur to Swamimalai to conduct this survey.

The team has inspected five quarries in the region: Virahalur, Alampadi, Koviladi,
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Nadupadugai, and Vitthalapuram. We have gathered MSL documents, and the court
has ruled that all these MSLs are illegal. Our team, including Ravichandran, Head of
the Botany Department at Manonmaniam Sundaranar University, and Advocates
Azhugumani and Saravanan, has conducted detailed studies and concluded that
several kilometers of illegal sand extraction has taken place. Moreover, no MSL has
been mentioned for the quarry in question, meaning it cannot be legally established.

The Chief Minister came to power by highlighting the protests of individuals like us in
Karur, Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi, Kanyakumari, and other areas. He mentioned our
names in relation to issues like the mineral sand protests, Sterlite, and Kudankulam.
But if the situation does not change under his rule, the people will take further actions,
and the government will see the consequences of inaction. Therefore, the sand level
in this quarry is completely illegal. According to their information, the sand level is
currently at 53 MSL, but the actual level is 48 MSL. After sand extraction, the maximum
level should be 49 MSL, but there is already only 48 MSL left. The Panchayat
President and the public should request information from the Public Works Department
under the Right to Information Act, asking for details on the amount of sand extracted,

including the latitude, longitude, and specific locations.

Government maps show that there are several houses and plots in fields no. 173 and
193, just 300 meters north of the proposed quarry site (field no. 217, part). However,
the report claims that no houses exist within a 1-kilometer radius. Additionally,
government documents indicate that fields 215/3, 5, 7, 9, and 216/1 surrounding field
no. 217 are categorized as Natham as in "A" in the register. The authorities must take
these factors into account, and we will be submitting these documents to the
concerned authorities. While it is claimed that sand extraction will help water flow, the
reality is that in districts like Nagapattinam, which is in the Delta region, if seawater
infiltrates, the groundwéter in all 11 blocks will become unsuitable for consumption. A
report by the Central Government's Public Works Department in their TNPCB & YOU
book states that groundwater in Thirukattupalli in Thanjavur is already at risk, with over
90% of it being depleted. Furthermore, in Thiruvarur, six out of 12 blocks have been
affected by saltwater intrusion. The presence of sand, reduces the salinity in the water,
keeping it alive. If the sand quarry is established for profit, all surrounding districts will

get affected.
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The air quality was tested at six locations and was found to be within the limits set by
the government. However, in a statement released by the Union government on May
14, it was advised to set up a diabetes board in all central government schools to
check for diabetes in children. Type 1 diabetes is caused by poor eating habits without
proper training, while Type 2 diabetes is linked to air pollution.

A team of IIT professors and students from the central government conducted a five-
year study on the Cauvery River and found that it contains significant amounts of
medical waste. They concluded that those who use this water are at risk of diseases
such as cancer, skin disorders, kidney damage, and infertility. To prevent these health
issues, the river must be restored. There should be sand in the river, as well as aquatic
plants, fish, crabs, frogs, microorganisms, and other life forms. However, all the rivers

in Tamil Nadu are now dominated only by the Seema Karuvelama tree.

Since 2015, we have been campaigning to ensure that no sand quarries are set up in
the river for at least 20 years so that the river can revive as a living organism. We are
not alone in this effort; the respected Veerappan, president of the Association of
Retired Senior Engineers in the Public Works Department, has also been tirelessly
emphasizing this point.

The current Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, when he was the Leader of the Opposition
Party, as per our opinion. On November 22, 2017, he even posted on his Facebook
page that the government should not impose a ban on the import of natural river sand
from foreign countries. Even today, there are hundreds of companies willing to import
sand from abroad for Rs. 1,000 per ton at ports like Ennore, Kamaraj, and V.O.C.
However, the government does not allow this because illegal sand extraction cannot
be done.

Our calculations show that Tamil Nadu requires 15 lakh tons of sand per month, which
translates to 21,000 lorries every day. Yet, 90,000 lorries of M-Sand are being
produced daily and sent to other states, leading to the destruction of Tamil Nadu.

Since 1992, not a single handful of sand has been taken from the 45 rivers in Kerala,
as they are committed to preserving their natural resources. They have made it clear

that they will not allow any destruction of the environment. But here, if money comes,
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they are willing to go to any extent. The government, courts, and enforcement
agencies acknowledging that sand extraction is a problem involving theft and

corruption, Tamil Nadu continues to face turmoil.

The Public Works Departmerﬁ, under government orders No. 242, 35, and 220,
recommends building check dams every kilometer. However, instead of following this,
they are settihg up sand quarries. Within a 10-kilometer radius of the Vandaiyar River's
confluence, five quarries have already been established. While building check dams
would help preserve both sand and water, the government refuses to pursue this. We
estimate that a sand theft worth Rs. 15,000 crores have taken place over the past six
months, and with this money, check dams could have been built not just on the
Cauvery, but across all the rivers in Tamil Nadu. But the government is unwilling to
take action and continues to impose sand quarries on our people. A river acts as a
natural sponge that stores water. If water flows for six months, the underground flow
will recharge during the remaining six months, revitalizing the river ecosystem. But in
Tamil Nadu, where the sand has been stripped, only a few areas are able to retain
water. The Public Works Department refuses to allow the natural restoration of these

rivers.

In 2016, during the Karur Aravakurichi by-election, we organized a massive protest
against sand theft with over 1 lakh participants. However, today, the current Chief
Minister is implementing the very policies, we fought against. The future generations
deserve to live in a healthy environment. Out of the 39 districts in Tamil Nadu, the
Cauvery River provides drinking water to 29 districts. If the sand is removed, the

people of these districts will be left with poisoned water.

Regarding the Mangammalpuram sand quarry, it is not legally permissible to grant
approval for this quarry, which spans 20 hectares (50 acres). The district
administration, the RDO, the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, and the Public
Works Department cannot grant permission for it. Only the State Environmental Impact

Assessment Commission has the authority to approve such projects.

Last year, 500 people protested against the State Environmental Impact Assessment
Commission, and 25 individuals were taken for talks. However, the officers of the State

Environmental Impact Assessment Authority have seen that the VAO certificate states
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there are no facilities within 300 meters of the quarry site, and based on this,
permission will be granted. This is not a mistake but a crime, because a mistake is

done unknowingly, whereas this was done knowingly.

Tamil Nadu has been turned into a sick state by certain IAS and IFS officers, along
with some college professors. Because of their actions, we are now facing floods,

severe rainfall, and rising temperatures. You are responsible for this.

On September 9, 2024, Mr. Senthil Kumar, IAS, the Principal Secretary, along with the
officers of SEIAA, assured that such mistakes would not happen again. But none of
them reviewed the documents or watched the video recording of the hearing. They
were only concerned about how many people supported or opposed the quarry, and
not about the facts presented.

He also mentioned that there is a violation concerning the Mean Sea Level (MSL), as
water intake points and sluices are within 500 meters. It was further pointed out that
this poses a serious danger to future generations. We have already provided enough
information, and if approval is given to the quarry without considering this, it will be
treated as a betrayal of society. Such an act will be punishable, and those who

responsible for this will face imprisonment.

20. Thiru. Rahul, Anbil,

They have now announced that they are going to set up a sand quarry here. They
claim that after research, they found the soil in the Anbil area is good. But do the
officials here know about the water resources in this region? If you pump the motor in
the morning, the water is a yellowish colour, worse than mango juice. It takes an hour
just to collect drinking water. The water resources have decreased significantly. When
you pump the motor, you only get water mixed with waste. The water resources for
agriculture are also severely affected. The water situation is dire. Similarly, they are

drawing water by laying huge pipes.

Prime Minister Modi's Jal Jeevan project was mentioned, where pipes were laid to
bring water to every house. However, no water has ever come out of these pipes.
When the livelihoods of the people here are so deeply affected, we do not want a sand
quarry in this region.
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The total length of the Cauvery River is 765 kilometres, of which only 416 kilometres
flow through Tamil Nadu. Most of it flows in Karnataka. However, only one dam is
here—the Mettur Dam. The Kallanai is only a check dam, which cannot store water.
In Karnataka, without even counting the Megathadu project, there are 13 dams built
on the Cauvery. They use the water they need and give us only the surplus. The water
that came for Aadi Perukku is the water they don’t want.

You have said that you are going to improve the operational capacity here. But when
water came to Kollidam, it lasted only two days. When | went to take a picture, there
was no water left. The water is flowing too quickly. So, there is no need for further
imprdvements. If we improve this further, the excess water will only flow into the sea.
If we build dams to use the surplus water that is now flowing into the sea and thereby
improve the livelihoods of the people, we would support that. But we do not need this

sand quarry.

How many check dams are there from Trichy to Nagapattinam? Kollidam is where all
the excess water is stored. But now, Kollidam has become a place where people are
being killed because of sand quarrying. What we need is to build a check dam to
manage the water, to store it, and to increase our water resources. Earlier, if there was
a function in your house, people would say, “Turn on the motor pump.” Now, they ask,
‘How many cans of water should be delivered?” The drinking water here has
completely dried up. Even the groundwater pipes are not yielding good water. Even
when you turn on the water tank, it is not clean.

In such a situation of deteriorating water management, we do not need a sand quarry.
Only the wealthy can build houses, while the poor and simple people only need water,
food, and agricultural resources. If buildings are damaged, and if the local people living
within the 416 km stretch are given permission by the Tahsildar or local leaders to take
what they need, everyone could become self-sufficient. But if the plan is to transport
and sell the sand abroad, it will only benefit the wealthy. The poor and simple people

will suffer greatly.

We do not want this sand quarry. You should drink the water available here and then
decide whether to start a quarry. We do not want this sand quarry, especially when
water management is already in such a bad state. Thiru Mugilan Sir spoke very well,
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showing all the documents. | thank him on behalf of the youth. If you still want to start
the quarry despite everything, all the officials should come here and drink this water
first. This quarry should not be allowed. Thank you very much to everyone who gave
this opportunity.

21. Thiru. Angamuthu, Secretary, South Indian Sugarcane Farmers' Association:

| belong to a neighbouring village and have been farming since | was 16 years old.
Ten years ago, the water level was at 18 feet. We used to draw water from a borewell
at 18 feet for farming. However, after the sand quarrying began, the water level has
dropped to below 80 feet. The situation has changed drastically—from being able to
draw water at 18 feet for both farming and drinking, to now being forced to extract
water at 80 feet.

| remember that the High Court had ordered that sand should not be taken within a
radius of 10 kilometres to protect the dams. You should follow that order. This dam is
not just any dam; it was the first dam in the world, built 2,000 years ago. You can take
sand from other places, but we don’t understand why you are focusing on the village
of Anbil.

Let me give you a small example of how this public hearing meeting is merely an eye-
wash. | was not even aware that this meeting was happening just 2 kilometres away.
Someone from Erode told me that a public hearing would be held here, so | asked
everyone, including the RDO and the Tahsildar. The RDO claimed that he too was not
aware of it. But today he came and sat here. | do not understand what is happening.

It is clear that this is just a meeting with blind eyes.

The government needs to understand that if they push ahead with the quarry despite
all these concerns, the people will be greatly affected. Many here have already spoken
about the pride of Anbil. There is another kind of pride—the pride of a village that
produced a minister in 1970, a village where four MLAs were born, a village where
three union leaders emerged, and a village that has seen people rise to become Rajya
Sabha members and State Deputy Speakers for over 30 years. This is such a great

village.
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I am talking about 50 years of pride. When we come to a village with such a rich history
and simply extract sand while holding a consultation meeting, we don'’t understand
what is going on. So, | request that you stop bringing this sand quarry here. Otherwise,
the entire area will turn into salt. They say the land near Thanjavur has already turned
salty. | am saying this because the RDO is here. The villages of Kelvipettai and
Alangudi Mahajanam, which are just 4 kilometres away, have already turned salty.
The water there has become salty, and crops are rotting. Now, the water in the four

villages within 4 kilometres of Anbil has also become salty.

Starting a quarry without considering all of this is like torturing the people. As | said in
the meeting last week, if 70,000 cubic feet of water is released from the Kollidam River,
10 villages from Anbil to Kollidam will be submerged. | have said this before in the last
meeting. | don't know why the Water Resources Department, which has not taken any
action on this issue, is still supporting the sand quarry. When 70,000 cubic metres of
water is released in the Cauvery, even the agricultural lands of the Rajya Sabha

member and minister will be flooded.
| am telling you once again: do not open this sand quarry. Please, do not open it.
Thank you, and greetings.

22. Thiru.Neelamani, Common People's Party, Trichy

If this sand quarry is established, it will ruin the livelihoods of the people, and fdiure
generations will suffer. Therefore, | urge both government employees and officials to

express opposition to this project. | say once again: “There is no need for a sand

quarry.”

23. Thiru.N.Vijayan, Naam Tamilar Party

Dear friends, | am traveling with the Naam Tamilar Party, and | would like to express
my sincere gratitude to all the relatives who attended the consultation meeting, as well

as to the officials who came to seek their opinions.
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'Political life is a virtue for the righteous." 'It will bring forth corruption.' 'The world cannot
survive without water.! Suzhandrumerp Pinnadhu Ulagam Adhanaal Uzdandhum
Uzhave Thalai." What does this mean? If the Plough does not turn, the earth will still
rotate? This is what Thiruvalluvar said 2,000 years ago. We are all living on borrowed
land. Our lifespan is only around 65 years, and we must consider what we are leaving

behind for future generations.

As mentioned in the 11th-grade geography textbook, it takes 100 years to form just 1
cm of soil. But if we extract all the sand within a single year, what will the next
generation do? Water has turned into saltwater, and once the last tree is cut, mankind

will turn into a burning forest. This is the reality we face.

As Gandhiji said, natural resources belong to every human being, and there is no room
for human greed. This earth is not for the selfish desires of humans. Our lifespan may
be just 15 years in the grand scheme, but we must protect this earth for those who
come after us. Therefore, | repeat—this sand quarry must not be approved. Agriculture
is the backbone of India, contributing to 70% of our economy. Without agriculture,
there is no tillage, no food, and without food, there is no life. | strongly condemn the
establishment of this sand quarry. We are Tamils, and we stand united in opposition.

Thank you and greetings.

24. Thiru.Raghupathi, Anbil Mangammalpuram

The reason | oppose the sand quarry is personal. When | was a child, we had a field
of 1 acre, and we used to harvest 70-80 bales of paddy from that field. Now, after all
these sand quarries, we only get 25-30 bales. | spend around Rs. 17,000 to Rs. 18,000
per acre. If | hire someone to work, the minimum wage is Rs. 500 per day. After
working for three months, a worker only earns about Rs. 3,000, which means they are

working for just Rs. 1 a day.

If a sand quarry is established, what we get today—20-30 bales—will reduce to only
10-15 bales in the future. I've had the privilege of drinking 15 types of water from other
countries, but | am only truly satisfied when | drink the water from our village. Now,
though, if | drink our village water, it's salty. We are firm in our stance that we don't

want the sand quarry.
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If you need sand, there are many alternatives. All the countries in the Gulf, like Saudi
Arabia, have sand. But they don’t take even a handful of sand from there. They are
building towering structures with 80-90 floors, using alternative methods. If we don't
use sand, and don't exploit it in this way, our water resources will vanish. Without
water, there will be nothing left. In our village, the water was once good. But now, it
has turned into salt water. If they set up a quarry here, the water will become even
saltier. So, | say: No to the sand quarry. No, thank you. Greetings."

25. Thiru. Karunanidhi, Kallukudi, Valarum Tamilar Party, Youth Wing Union
Secretary

As you mentioned, my uncle used to get water at 18 feet depth, and we would irrigate
the fields with a motor. Today, the water level has dropped to 70 feet below the
surface. The water we now drink, drawn from beneath the rocks, is salty. There are
six water boards from Anbil to Sengaraiyur, but the surrounding villages are not

receiving clean water. Instead, they are getting saltwater.

Similarly, in Kallukkazhi, they have set up three water boards and are releasing
saltwater into the overhead tank, yet all they focus on is sand extraction and
conducting opinion polls. We have been protesting on the roads, demanding clean
drinking water. The residents of our village are suffering from poor health because of
this.

We strongly believe that a sand quarry should not be established here. If it is set up
illegally, we, as the Valarum Tamilar Party, will continue our protests.

Thank you. Greetings.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Lalgudi Division, Tiruchirappalli District.

The Revenue Divisional Officer informed that the views of the public regarding
the quarry will be sent to the SEIAA in Chennai and an appropriate decision will be
taken. The public views, audio and video recordings and minutes of the meeting will
be sent to SEIAA in both Tamil and English.
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District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruchirappalli

Since, no other public came forward to comment their views, the District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruchirappalli has
concluded the public hearing and also informed that the comments of the public have
been recorded and written petitions have been received and they will be sent to the

State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai.

The following particulars are enclosed herewith:

1. Public Notice on Public hearing meeting — Tamil & English

2. Copy of the Attendance Register.

3. Video recording of Public hearing meeting in CD.

4. Environmental Impact Assessment Report and project summary (Tamil &
English)

5. Petitions received during public hearing meeting — 65 nos.

District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Lalgudi Revenue Division,
3 Tiruchirappalli. Tiruchirappalli District.
- d‘\m
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