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Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

Minutes of the Public Hearing held on 09.07.2026 at 11.00 A.M. in respect of the
proposal of M/s. Mahathi Cuddalore Port & Maritime Private Limited for
expansion of the existing cargo handling capacity of the port from 5.68 Million
Tonnes Per Annum (MTPA) to 11.48 Million Tonnes Per Annum (MTPA) and for
undertaking ship building and ship repair activities in an extent of 146.01 acres
in Survey No. 1944, Pachaiyankuppam Village, Cuddalore Taluk, Cuddalore
District, conducted at the Port Office of M/s. Mahathi Cuddalore Port & Maritime
Private Limited, Cuddalore Port, Cuddalore Taluk, Cuddalore District, on
09.07.2026 at 11.00 A.M.

Proieét Location:

The Cuddalore Port is located at the Uppanar Estuary, a confluence of two rivers viz.,
Paravanar and Gadilam (through Buckingham Canal) with Bay of Bengal at latitude
11°42'22.43" N and longitude 79°46'30.52"E with Sea. The proposed expansion has a
land area of 59.09 Ha (146.01 Acres) [which includes port backup area of 45.21 Ha
(111.72 Ac) in the town survey number 1944 and shipbuilding area of 13.88 Ha (34.29
Ac)] in the survey numbers of 120 (Part/Subdivision 3), 121 (Part/Subdivision 1A, 1B,
1C, 1C1A, 1C1B, 1C2, 2, 3, 54/2671/1 & 2) and 131 belongs to Government land.

Details of participants in this meeting:

1. Thiru. G. Punyakoti - District Revenue Officer, Cuddalore District.

2. Thiru. G. Ravichandran - District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB,
Cuddalore District.

3. General Public and Government Officials — Copy of Attendance is enclosed.

*kkkkhkkhk

The Public Hearing was conducted to ascertain the views and objections, if any,
of the local public for the purpose of granting Environmental Clearance under the
provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, for the
proposed project of. M/s. Mahathi Cuddalore Port & Maritime Private Limited for
expansion of the existing cargo handling capacity of the port from 5.68 Million Tonnes
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Per Annum (MTPA) to 11.48 Million Tonnes Per Annum (MTPA) and for undertaking
ship building and ship repair activities in an extent of 146.01 acres in Survey No. 1944,
Pachaiyankuppam Village, Cuddalore Taluk, Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu.

The public hearing was held at M/s.Mahathi Cuddalore Port & Maritime Private
Limited, Port Office, Cuddalore Port, Cuddalore Taluk, Cuddalore District, and
commenced at 11.00 A.M. on 09.07.2026.

District _Environmental _Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Cuddalore District:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Cuddalore, welcomed, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, the
esteemed District Revenue Officer, Cuddalore District, who had presided over the
Public Hearing convened for obtaining Environmental Clearance for the proposed
project of M/s. Mahathi Cuddalore Port & Maritime Private Limited, Cuddalore District.
DEE also welcomed the technical project consultants of the company, other
Government Officials, Leaders of Political parties, volunteers, Social activists, Police
personnel, Journalists, and Members of the public who had attended the meeting.

DEE stated that the company had submitted an application to the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Government of India, seeking
Environmental Clearance for the proposed project. Based on the said application, the
Ministry had issued the Terms of Reference (ToR) and directed that a Public Hearing
be conducted and that the proceedings of the hearing be submitted to the Ministry.
Accordingly, with the approval of the District Collector, a public notice regarding the
conduct of the Public Hearing for the proposed project of M/s. Mahathi Cuddalore Port
& Maritime Private Limited at the Port Office, Cuddalore Port, Cuddalore Taluk,
Cuddalore District, on 09.07.2026 (today) at 11.00 A.M. was published on 02.06.2026
in the Tamil daily "Daily Thanthi" and the English daily “The New Indian Express".

DEE further informed that copies of the Draft Environmental Impact
Assessment (Draft EIA) Report and the Executive Summary of the project were
forwarded to the District Administration and the concerned Government offices of the
villages where the Public Hearing was proposed to be held, and were kept available
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 for public inspection. In addition, public notices regarding the Public Hearing were

disseminated through pamphlets and public audio announcements.

DEE stated that the present Public Hearing was being conducted for the
proposed expansion of the existing cargo handling capacity of M/s. Mahathi Cuddalore
Port & Maritime Private Limited from 5.68 Million Tonnes Per Annum (MTPA) to 11.48
Million Tonnes Per Annum (MTPA), and for undertaking ship building and ship repair
activities in an extent of 59.09 hectares. '

DEE informed that the technical project consultants would explain the details of
the project through a PowerPoint Presentation. He further stated that, as required
under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and the Environmental Impact
Assessment Notification, 2006, a Public Hearing must be conducted for obtaining
Environmental Clearance, and the views and objections of the public and social
activists should be received both in writing and orally, duly recorded, and forwarded to
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

Therefore, after the presentation by the technical project consultant, members
of the public and social activists were requested to furnish their name and the name of
their village and express their views either in writing or orally. He also requested the
esteemed District Revenue Officer to kindly preside over and conduct the Public

Hearing.

District Revenue Officer, Cuddalore

The District Revenue Officer, Cuddalore, conveyed his greetings to all those
present and informed that the Project Consultant of M/s. Mahathi Cuddalore Port &
Maritime Private Limited would present the details of the proposed project. The DRO
further stated that, after the presentation, each member of the public may express
his/her views and that the same would be duly recorded and forwarded to the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India.

On behalf of M/s. Mahathi Cuddalore Port & Maritime Private Limited, Mr.
Vasudevan, Executive Director, welcomed all the participants and informed that the

details of the proposed development project would be explained through a

presentation.
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Dr. Suresh of M/s. Falcon Resilient Infra Consultants, participating as the
representative of the Project Proponent, explained the proposed development project
based on the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) studies that had been carried
out.

The views and opinion of the public is as follows:

1. Thiru. Ekambaram — Devanampattinam Village
Founder President, Fishermen Livelihood Rights Movement, Cuddalore

He greeted everyone and stated that, this harbour has been functioning as a
fishing harbour for a long time. However, the fishermen living in this region do not
have adequate facilities to carry out their occupation using modern motorized boats for
harbour related transportation. Therefore, through the massive protest conducted in
2017 by the fishermen of the entire Cuddalore District united together, the
Government expanded the Cuddalore harbour for our benefit.

About one or two years ago, this harbour was further eXpanded and deepened
at an estimated cost of Rs.100 crores, and an inauguration ceremony was conducted.
Nevertheless, only a few boats are presently able to operate there conveniently. Many
fishermen are unable to carry out their fishing activities in certain harbour areas and
have therefore moored their boats in various river mouth areas (nose points).

Furthermore, Mahathi Company is proposing to establish a shipbuilding yard
within this harbour area. As marine dependent fishing communities, the people of
Cuddalore District do not face any adverse impact from the harbour expansion under
any circumstance. The intention behind the harbour expansion is to benefit the nearby
fishing villages and farming communities, and that objective is indeed being
implemented.

In the past, when this harbour functioned purely as a Government harbour,
fishermen were not ‘permitted to access certain areas due to some Government
policies. Now; after the expansion of the harbour, fishermen are concerned whether
the Government will continue to operate it or hand it over to a private entity. Therefore,
we request the Government to intervene and grant appropriate rights and permissions
to the fishermen.
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In Cuddalore District, fishermen from 44 villages and approximately 10,000
boats of various sizes are engaged in fishing activities. Hence, during the future

harbour expansion works, we humbly request the Government and the harbour

management authority to ensure that fishermen and fishing communities are not
obstructed and that suitable employment opportunities are provided to them.

Since the proposed shipbuilding area is located on the southern side of the
harbour, we fear that traffic and navigation issues may arise when we enter the
harbour. We therefore request the management, along with the Revenue Divisional

Officer and other Government officials, to take appropriate steps. As the harbour in

this region is not functioning fully and effectively, this company should expand the
fishing harbour in a manner that does not affect fishermen, and should also create
employment opportunities for the fishing community as well as the dependent farming

community.

He concluded by thanking everyone for the opportunity.

2. Thiru. Ramakrishnan — Panruti Village
Secretary, Tamil Nadu Cashew Producers and Exporters Association &

All India Cashews Association

He greeted everyone and stated that, in Panruti and the surrounding taluks;
more than 1,500 cashew companies are operating, employing approximately 2 lakh

'workers, including skilled and unskilled labourers, ‘in cashew production and export

activities.

In Tamil Nadu, our region produces only about 50,000 metric tons of cashew
nuts, whereas the demand in the State is around 5 to 6 lakh metric tons. Therefore, we
import raw cashew nuts from African countries, process them, and then re-export
them. For this purpose, we currently depend mainly on the Thoothukudi Port.

Every year, around 6 lakh metric tons of cashew nuts are imported through
Thoothukudi Port, of which approximately 2.5 lakh tons are transported to the Panruti
region. These are processed here and subsequently exported. For export, we
predominantly use either Chennai Port or Thoothukudi Port.
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| would now like to explain how the expansion of the Cuddalore Port can
improve our cashew industry. At present, the transportation cost for moving the 2.5
lakh tons of imported cashew nuts to our region is approximately Rs.35 to Rs.40
crores. If this port becomes operational, a major portion of this expenditure can be
eliminated. As a result, the cashew industry will become more profitable due to
reduced transportation costs.

Similarly, while exporting processed cashew products through Chennai or
Thoothukudi ports, we incur substantial additional expenses. If the port is available in
Cuddalore itself, our export costs will decrease considerably, and the entire export
process will become much easier and more efficient. This will significantly enhance the
growth of the Cashew Industry. If a port is located near our region, exporting cashew
products to foreign countries will become much more convenient. Consequently, the

cashew sector will witness further expansion and development.

At present, the entire 6 lakh tons of cashew nuts imported through Thoothukudi
Port are not released into the market immediately. They are safely stored in
warehouses and sold when market prices become favourable. Small traders, who
cannot afford large-scale imports, purchase only the quantity they require, such as 100
or 200 bags, from these storage facilities. Because of this system, cashew trading
activities continue to thrive there.

During such transactions, traders from various regions visit Thoothukudi for
business. If similar facilities are established in Cuddalore, those commercial activities
will gradually shift to our district as well. As a result, industrial development in the
Panruti and Mangalur regions will improve significantly. This will greatly benefit local
farmers as well as entrepreneurs engaged in processing cashew products. Along with
the growth of trade, employment opportunities will also increase, and the Cashew
Industry will reach new heights.

Therefore, | strongly emphasize that this port will become a major catalyst for
the economic development of our region and for the advancement of the Cashew
Industry.

He concluded by thanking everyone for the opportunity.
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” 3. Thiru. Gajendran - Devanampattinam Village

State President, Tamil Nadu Fishermen Service Association

He greeted everyone and stated that, | belong to the fishing community. Earlier,
Mr. Ekambaram stated that the expansion of the Mahathi Port would not cause any
danger to fishermen. However, that is only one aspect of the issue. When a harbour is
expanded or deepened through dredging, the fish in that area migrate elsewhere. As a
result, fishermen have to travel several miles into the sea to catch fish.

When fishermen engage in fishing activities during the night, there may not be
any immediate problem. However, during ship movements, fishing nets may be
damaged, property losses may occur, and in some cases even loss of life may
happen. Whenever such incidents occur, compensation should be provided to
fishermen within 24 hours, and a dedicated office for handling such claims should be
established in this area. Previously, the harbour was expanded at a cost of Rs.110
crores, yet today it remains a harbour with little or no ship traffic. Large boats cannot
enter that harbour; only fibre boats are able to operate there.

Whenever harbour expansion takes place, fishermen often feel that they are
being neglected by the Government. The ports of Cuddalore District and
Nagapattinam District are known for having some of the best natural harbour
conditions in Tamil Nadu. In Cuddalore district, there were once 56 fishing villages, but
now only 47 remain. Despite this, no dedicated fishing harbour has been established
by any Government. Fishing activities here continue to be carried out within a

commercial harbour.

If a port is established in this region, adequate safety measures must be
provided for fishermen, along with a safe fishing environment and a dedicated fish
landing and marketing facility. In addition, advance warning must be given- whenever
ships arrive or depart. If fishermen are informed in advance, they will avoid casting
their nets in those areas. Due to strong water currents, nets may otherwise drift into
the ship navigation channel. A separate office should be established to monitor and

coordinate all these activities.

Earlier, the Fisheries Department office functioned here itself. It is now located
about 8 kilometres away, making it difficult to contact officials quickly in case of
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emergencies. Moreover, fishermen lose an entire day’s work when they have to travel
there. Therefore, the Fisheries Department office should be relocated back to a nearby

location.

Fishermen should not be affected in any manner. Furthermore, people from
other communities are also employed in activities connected with fishing and the
harbour. Hence, if the port is established, 80% of the jobs should be provided to local
people. Out of this, 40% should be reserved for fishermen and 40% for people
engaged in allied fishing-related occupations.

He concluded by thanking everyone for the opportunity.

Clarification by the Port Project Proponent - Captain P. Murugan — Chennai

My humble greetings to everyone who has attended the public hearing for the
Cuddalore Port Expansion Project. As mentioned by the District Revenue Officer, the
major concern among fishermen is whether fishing nets will be affected when ships
enter or leave the port. | have worked as a pilot in nearly four ports.

According to international maritime regulations governing navigation between
designated areas, ships are not permitted to pass through fishing zones, nor are they
allowed to navigate through areas where fishing boats or fishing nets are present.
Further, a ship takes about 20 to 30 minutes to enter the harbour and about 20
minutes to leave the harbour. Therefore, fishermen would need to avoid crossing the
navigation channel only during the short period when a ship is entering or exiting the
port. At all other times, fishermen can move freely without any obstruction. Hence,
there will be no adverse impact on fishermen or their fishing equipment due to ship

movements.

He concluded by thanking everyone.

4. Thiru. C. Jayakumar - Singarathoppu Village
Former Secretary, AIADMK

He greeted everyone and stated that, When the outport harbour was originally
established in this coastal region, people from several villages worked together for its
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" development. In particular, the villages of Sonankuppam, Singarathoppu, Akkaraikori,
Thaikkal Thonithurai, and Sanathathalam extended their support to the harbour.

During those days, all activities relating to loading and unloading of cargo were
carried out by the people of these villages. Later, as harbour operations gradually
declined, the villagers became dependent on the Fisheries Department and engaged
primarily in fishing activities. However, the Government has not provided adequate

support to these villages so far.

Even today, fishermen continue to carry out their occupation without
obstruction, but in recent years the support required for their livelihood has remained
insufficient. During the previous AIADMK Government, a Fisheries Department office
was established at a cost of Rs.120 Crores, and it was inaugurated during the
subsequent DMK Government. However, it is- not being effectively utilized today, and
the facilities have not been fully operationalized. As a result, fishermen continue to
face many difficulties and feel that successive Governments have neglected them.

Therefore, before proceeding with the present harbour expansion project, the
~authorities should take into account the villages that contributed to the harbour's
development many years ago, consult the people of those villages, and provide them

with employment opportunities.

On behalf of the people of Singarathoppu village, we further request that these
projects be implemented in a manner that does not affect fishing villages in any way and
that fully protects the livelihood of the fishermen.

He concluded by thanking everyone.

5. Mr. Anand - Pachaiyankuppam Village

He greeted everyone and stated that, | am from Pachaiyankuppam- village;
which is located nearby. In the presence of the District Revenue Officer, we have a
few important demands. We have come here specifically to ask them directly and

receive clear answers.

First, we have some questions regarding this port project. You have started this
port. What is the main gate for this project? You have stated that this is a cargo-

Page 9 of 25



handling port. How will those goods be transported? Which route will be used? Will
any new road widening be undertaken for this purpose? Or will the operations be
confined only within the boundary wall that has already been established? Is there any
plan to further expand this port in the future? Further, we have doubts regarding the
road that will be used by vehicles for loading and unloading cargo. If there arises a
need to widen that road, will the houses of the people living here be removed?

Next, we would like to speak about the condition of our Vvillage.
Pachaiyankuppam village is located very close to this port, at a distance of about 200
metres. Earlier, our village was entirely dependent on agriculture. However, after
industrial projects such as SIPCOT came up, our agriculture was completely affected.
At present, there is practically no scope for farming in our village. Even drinking water
has been severely affected.

Considering this situation, we request that atleast 80% employment
opportunities be provided to the youth of our village. There are many educated young
people in our village. Yet, so far, none of them have obtained employment in SIPCOT
or the related induétries. Although it is repeatedly stated in every peace meeting that
employment opportunities will be given to local people, this has not been implemented
in practice.

Whatever benefits, disadvantages, or impacts arise from this port, we will be
the first to experience them. Therefore, we humbly request that employment
opportunities be provided to the youth of our village without any discrimination and
that all necessary assistance be extended for the development of our village.

He concluded by thanking everyone.
Explanation — On behalf of the Port Project Proponent by Mr. Noel

The expansion of the port will take place only within the port area. At present,
we do not have any plan to expand into areas outside the port premises. Further, the
main gate of the port will be used for cargo handling. For the transportation of cargo,
we intend to use both rail transport and road transport. We are planning to use the
existing port road exclusively for this purpose.
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' 6. Mr. Muthamizhselvan — Pachaiyankuppam Village

He greeted everyone and stated that, | am from Pachaiyankuppam village. |
have come here to place some important views and requests on behalf of the people
of our village. There are more than 6,000 educated youths in our village, but they do
not have adequate employment opportunities. In this situation, it has been stated here
that 500 people will be provided direct employment. | would like to know how many
people in total will be employed and request that 90% of those employment

opportunities be given to our village.

At present, workers from North India are being recruited in many places mainly
to reduce wages. Therefore, in accordance with government regulations, we request
that we be employed based on the prescribed minimum wage standards. We also
need clarification regarding the duration of this- port project. | saw on the website that
the port has been leased for nearly 40 years. During this long period, what benefits will
be provided to our village from the profits earned by the company should be clearly

explained.

Earlier, our village depended on agriculture. However, because of industrial
projects such as SIPCOT, agriculture has been completely affected. As a result,
unemployment has increased among the youth of our village. Therefore, we would like
to know how the basic infrastructure of our village will be improved. Further, we have a
doubt regarding the railway connectivity. If a new railway line is to be laid, will it require
the removal of public houses, or will it be constructed only on government lands? This

should be clearly clarified.

We also have concerns about future expansion of the port. It would be
reassuring if an undertaking is given that the project will function only within the
presently notified boundary and that no expansion beyond that limit will be
undertaken. We are also concerned about environmental impacts. Recently, in the
nearby Pudukuppam area, coal dust from an operating industry has been settling on
houses. In Neyveli, coal dust can be seen deposited along the roads. Similarly, if this
port becomes operational, will dust or other forms of poliution be generated here? This

should also be explained.
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In addition, our area is already facing a shortage of drinking water. You stated
that treated water will be used. However, if deep bore wells are installed, will the
groundwater level decline further? If groundwater is used for the port, will it adversely
affect the water requirements of the people of our village? | request that suitable and
clear answers be provided to all these questions.

He concluded by thanking everyone.

7. Mr. Suresh - Pachaiyankuppam Village

He greeted everyone and stated that, port officials stated that 146 acres of land
will be acquired for the proposed port expansion. We require certain clarifications
regarding this. We would like to know clearly whether the land acquisition will be
towards the northern side or the southern side.

Already, a compound wall has been constructed up to about half a kilometre
within our village. In such a situation, we have doubts as to whether the land proposed
to be acquired will include the patta lands belonging to the villagers. If our lands are
acquired, we seek clarification as to whether compensation will be provided fairly and
equally to everyone in accordance with government rules and regulations. Our request

is that compensation should not be given only to those who stage protests.

Further, there is concern among the people as to whether the houses situated
within our village will be removed. We request a clear explanation regarding this as
well. There are ancient temples in our village, which have been constructed and
maintained through the contributions and tax money of the villagers. Therefore, the
project should be implemented in such a way that these temples are not affected in

any manner.

We also request clarification on whether the boundaries of the 146-acre land
extend towards the sea side or towards Pachaiyankuppam village. Since there is a
narrow curve in the area, we would like an explanation regarding the route through
which ship traffic will be operated. Even if, as you say, there is no road expansion, the
existing road is already very narrow. In such a situation, we have doubts as to whether
the movement of large vehicles will affect us. Therefore, the transportation
arrangements should be clearly explained.
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Already, pollution caused by SIPCOT industries has affected our village area
and agriculture has suffered. We would like to know whether the activities proposed by
you will cause any further impact and whether they will be implemented safely.
Similarly, it should be clearly informed whether there are any new projects such as a
railway line or a bridge. Following the land measurements conducted in areas such as
Nadutheru and Kovil Theru in our village, we request an official assurance that none of
the residential areas, houses, or private lands in our village will be acquired.

Our village is a large village with a population of more than 5,000 people.
Therefore, before conducting such public meetings, the general public should be
properly informed well in advance. Along with newspaper announcements, direct
notifications should also be given at the Panchayat level. We respectfully request that
our demands be taken into consideration and that clear answers be provided.

He concluded by thanking everyone.
Explanation - On behalf of the Port Project Proponent by Mr. Noel / Mr. Kalidas

The proposed port expansion is planned to be carried out entirely within the
existing port limits under the jurisdiction of the Tamil Nadu Maritime Board (TNMB). At
present, there is no proposal from our side to acquire any additional Private land. The
existing road infrastructure is presently planned for cargo movement. In addition, a
significant portion of the cargo is proposed to be handled through rail transportation.

Mahathi Don’t have any proposal to construct any Bridge, If such a project is
undertaken, it would be under the jurisdiction of the concerned Government
department. The existing railway alignment that previ0usly extended up to the port is
proposed to be utilized for rail connectivity. Further informed that as required
announcements about the public hearing date and other project details were made
through auto-rickshaw public address systems to inform the local residents.

8. Mr. Perumal = Pachaiyankuppam Village, East Street, Deputy Village President

He greeted everyone and stated that, On behalf of the people of
Pachaiyankuppam village, | hereby place our views on record. It is stated that a site
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has been identified approximately one kilometre away from Pachaiyankuppam for the .
implementation of the proposed project. We request that it be clarified at the outset
whether this information is true.

Further, we seek a clear explanation as to whether, u'nder this project, activities
such as the import of coal or other carbon-based materials by ship, their storage, or
their transportation to other places will be undertaken in the future. if such activities
are carried out, the livelihood of our villagers and the surrounding environment will be

severely affected.

Therefore, a firm assurance should be given that no import or export operations
involving coal or similar carbon-based materials will be undertaken. If any such
activities are proposed in the future, the villagers should first be informed and their
consent should be obtained.

In addition, if this project is implemented, at least fifty percent employment
should be provided to the people of Pachaiyankuppam and the neighbouring villages.
A concrete guarantee in this regard should also be given. This demand is made in
view of past experiences where local people were not provided adequate employment
opportunities in similar port projects.

As our village is likely to be one of the most affected by this project, we
respectfully request that our views be taken into consideration Vand that appropriate
action be taken.

He concluded by thanking everyone.

9. Mr. Chandrasekar, Engineer - SIPCOT Area, District Organizer of Pasumai
Thaayagam, PMK State Youth Wing Secretary

My respectful greetings to the Government officials of Cuddalore District who

have attended this meeting and to all the local people gathered here.

In this area, a large number of people belonging to the fishing community, the
Vanniyar community, and the Scheduled Caste communities are living. These three
communities constitute the foundation of this region and have been playing a
significant role in the development of Cuddalore District.
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This meeting is being described as a public hearing. However, it is not
acceptable if questions raised by the people are left unanswered. When people ask
questions, the officials have a duty to provide clear and proper answers. Otherwise,
there is no meaning in calling this a public hearing. You must also properly answer the
questions raised by the elected Councillor. We have come here to ask questions, and
this platform has been arranged precisely for obtaining answers. |

Ever since India attained independence in 1947, Cuddalore District has been
one of the important centers of Tamil Nadu. This historically significant district is
blessed with abundant natural resources and hardworking people. How has such a
resource-rich region come to be affected by the actions of those in power today? The
fishing community and the Vanniyar community have lived through their hard work,
and we need to ask how this port project has changed their lives.

We are not against the port. A port is necessary. But we insist that it should
provide employment opportunities to the people living here and improve their
livelihood. How many lorries will operate here? How many ships will arrive and depart?
What benefifs have you provided so far to the fishing community? What d'eVei'opmenf
measures have you taken for other parts of this district?

Further, in Kudikadu Panchayat and Thiyagavalli Panchayat, 1119 acres of land
have been acquired as per Government Order (G.O.) No. 165. You must clearly
explain whether this land acquisition is for the expansion of the port or for sale to
private corporate companies.

Our ancestors fought, toiled, and protected every cent of this land for
generations. Today, you are taking away those lands easily and affecting our
livelihood. Did you conduct meetings and consult the people? Did you ask for our
opinions? Asking questions is our right, and answering them is your duty. If this is to
be a genuine public hearing, honest and clear answers must be given to the questions

raised by the people.

What compensation are you going to provide to the affected families? What
solution will you provide to the people who have lived here and struggled for the past
forty years? Since this project is being established near these villages, a large number
of lorries will pass through every day. If an accident happens while small children are

Page 15 of 25



going to school, there is not even a nearby hospital facility. Have you promised to
provide 24-hour medical facilities?

Already, many people in this area have been affected by health problems,
including cancer, due to SIPCOT industries. Under such circumstances, why are you
bringing in more projects that could cause further damage? We belong to the fishing
community. Hundreds of families live here. Our entire life depends on this land and
this sea. After giving up our land, we are now suffering without houses and without
employment. How many people have you provided permanent jobs to? State those
details transparently. Nothing should be decided in secrecy.

We have not come here to oppose this project. But we are asking for fair
answers regarding our rights, our safety, and our future. Employment opportunities in
the port should be distributed equally among all the people in this area. Educated
youth are remaining unemployed while jobs are being provided only to certain sections
of people, and the livelihood of the remaining people is being put into question.

Please inform the District Collector that our village is like a mother to us, and if
any harm comes to it, the people will unite together. Therefore, clearly explain all the
development projects proposed for this area. Alternative housing arrangements must
be provided for landless persons and indigenous residents of this region.

It was earlier announced that, due to the lack of water facilities in the village
areas around SIPCOT, three tanker lorries would be provided under a CSR fund of
Rs. 60,000. However, at present only one water tanker is being supplied, and the
remaining tankers have not arrived. Likewise, you must explain in detail what drinking
water facilities, medical facilities, and other welfare measures will be implemented for
the people living here.

Since there was no prior notice for this public hearing, only about two hundred
people have attended instead of the ten thousand people who should have
participated. Therefore, | humbly request that the meeting be properly announced and
conducted in a proper manner.

Please answer our questions honestly and clearly. He concluded by thanking
everyone.
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10. Mr. M. Panneerselvam - Kinjampettai Village

He greeted everyone and stated that, we have come from Kinjampettai village
to participate in this special meeting. There is only a distance of about 100 meters
between the port compound wall and our Kinjampettai village. During the rainy
season, water accumulates in this area and there is a danger of it directly entering our
village. To prevent this, proper drainage facilities must be provided and necessary
measures should be taken to ensure the effective discharge of rainwater.

As the residential areas are located very close to the compound wall, those
houses must be protected in such a way that they are not affected in any manner. The
people of Kinjampettai village have been living in this area since 1940, for more than
70 years. Although this land was previously unused, we developed it and have been
using it for our livelihood. At present, since the area is being affected, the ﬂshing—‘

community of Kinjampettai will be severely impacted.

Therefore, employment opportunities should be provided to the educated youth
of our village. Further, this project should be implemented in such a way that neither
our vilflage nor the general public is affected in any manner. If these demands are not
fulfiled and the project is proceeded with, we hereby inform that a large-scale protest
will be organized under the leadership of our Fishermen's Livelihood Rights
Community leader, Brother Ekambaram, in order to protect our right to livelihood.

He concluded by thanking everyone.

11. Mr. Prabhu — Singarathoppu Village

He greeted everyone and stated that, About 30 years ago, goods were
imported here through cargo ships. At that time, the railway track was located in the
same place where fish sales are now taking place. At present, on which side south or
north are you planning the expansion? Which villages are going fo be affected? No

one has clearly explained this so far.

You say that employment opportunities will be provided. But what will happen to
our livelihood? How many villages will be affected? Why have you not spoken about
that? It was mentioned earlier that the cashew nut trade might function better if this
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project is implemented, and that can be done at any time. However, the impact on:
livelihood is a much more important issue. Employment is separate from livelihood.

This coastal area is not made of hard soil. It is a very soft sandy region. If deep
excavation is carried out to establish a port, nearby villages will face serious
consequences. Have you conducted any study regarding this? There are several
vilages here, including Pachaiyankuppam, Kinjampettai, Sonankuppam,
Sothikuppam, Singarathoppu, and Rasapettai. What will happen to these villages? Will
this project require three or five villages to be vacated? Will we be forced to leave our
native place? Already, people who migrated to places such as Chennai are suffering,
and we should not face the same situation.

A detailed layout map of this project must be provided. Due to this expansion,
the Singarathoppu bridge will be affected. If that happens, how will boats cross the
area? Will a new bridge be constructed for that purpose? Whenever a development
project comes, pollution may occur. | am not specifically speaking about pollution.
However, many villages are likely to be affected. If a port is established here, only
ships of a certain size will be permitted. Then what will happen to our livelihood? After
the port is established, fishermen may be allowed to operate only within a specified
- nautical-mile limit. When everyone's right to livelihood and means of living are affected
in this way, the people will be forced into migration.

You say that a port is being established, but it will completely affect the
livelihood of fishermen. Fishing, casting nets, and operating boats will all be affected.
What is the alternative arrangement? Please explain that. How will the railway track be
brought in? Through which route will it come? Will villages such as Singarathoppu be
affected because of it?

These villages have already suffered during previous natural disasters. Through
this project, the same situation should not arise again. Therefore, a comprehensive
study must be conducted, and the public should be clearly informed about how many
villages will be affected, what solutions will be provided, what safety measures will be

ensured, and what alternative plans are proposed.

Our livelihood is extremely important. Decisions must be taken in a manner that
protects it. He concluded by thanking everyone.
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. 12. Mr. Raja (alias) Bhuvanendran - Pachaiyankuppam Village,
Former Panchayat President

He greeted everyone and stated that, in this Cuddalore Port, we have been
carrying out contract work for a long period, since the time of my father. However,
during the past few years, due to certain administrative reasons, ship traffic and
related activities were not taking place here. | am happy that the port has now been
entrusted to a private company named Mahathi, creating an opportunity for these
activities to resume. If we consider the views expressed so far by all the people, no
one is opposing the establishment of the port. The common request of everyone is
that the project should be implemented without causing any harm to the nearby

villages.

There are rumors among the public that some nearby villages may be removed
if the port is expanded. If such a situation arises, the people of those villages will be
forced to leave their native places. If that happens, all the people here will unite and
be compelled to protest against this project. Therefore, the project should be planned
in such a way that such a situation does not arise. Necessary measures should be
taken to ensure that the port functions without affecting the village residents in any

manner.

Furthermore, cargo handling should be carried out without causing any impact
on the surrounding villages. Goods transported through heavy vehicles will have to
pass through the Pachaiyankuppam road route. Hence, when the port becomes
operational, the authorities should consult the people of the concerned villages and
consider how this can be implemented in a suitable manner. As the former Panchayat
President of the area, | would like to place this request on record.

if the project is implemented with. due consideration for the livelihood; safety,
and welfare of the people, everyone will extend their cooperation. | also request that
the port should operate in such a way that no disturbance is caused to the grand
festival celebrations held at the Masimagam festival grounds located adjacent to the
port compound wall. He concluded by thanking everyone.
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13. Mr. Rajesh - Pachaiyankuppam Village

Greetings. First of all, | thank all the officials who have participated in today's
meeting. We have a few important requests to place before you.

Earlier, we were engaged in fishing activities and related occupations in the
Paravanar River. However, when port works were carried out in the past, sand
accumulated due to dredging operations, and the areas where we carried out our work
became blocked. As a result, our livelihood has been severely affected. Therefore, we
request that dredging operations be undertaken again in that area so that the water

flow remains smooth and we can continue our occupation without any obstruction.

Further, it should be ensured that no blockage occurs in the areas where export
and import operations take place. Festivals and local events are conducted at the
Masimagam festival grounds. Hence, the project should be implemented in such a
way that this area is not affected in any manner.

There are many graduate youths in our village. They should be given priority in
employment opportunities under this project. In addition, all information relating to this
project should be shared with the public clearly and transparently. It must be assured

that our village and the surrounding villages will not suffer any adverse impact.

If the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board gives an assurance that the
implementation of this project will not cause any poliution affecting the nearby villages,
then the project may be proceeded with.] humbly request that the port works be
carried out taking these demands into consideration.

He concluded by thanking everyone.

14. Mr. Ajay Prabakaran — Pachaiyankuppam Village

He greeted everyone and stated that, It is being said that a port is going to be
established in this place. But first, it must be clearly explained what benefit we will
receive from it. Investors may come, invest huge amounts of money, earn profits from
this place, and then go and live elsewhere. But what about us? We were born on this
soil. Our generations have lived here. What income will we receive? What benefit will

come to us?
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if this project is implemented, we will be the ones who have to face the impacts
of air pollution, water pollution, and all other environmental problems. If this project
causes any kind of threat to our village, we cannot accept it. Earlier, when the
compound wall was constructed, our youth united and protested against it. If
necessary, and if this port again causes harm to us, we will firmly organize protests

against it.

Further, in today's meeting, not even 100 people have attended from our
village, which has a population of around 5,000. The opinion of every person in the
village must be sought before proceeding. If actions are taken without our consent, we
will protest against the port. In that pfotest, no party leader or district leader will be

taken into consideration.

If any land is acquired, it must be noted that most of the people here are. living
on government poramboke land. They have no other place to migrate to from that
area. Therefore, alternative accommodation must be provided for them. The people

are not going to leave this place voluntarily.

Attention must also be given to the livelihood of fishermen. They depend
entirely on the sea for their survival. As you say, they cannot go to‘the sea only during
specified hours. We cannot accept any restrictions that affect their traditional way of
life. Therefore, an assurance must be given that our village will not be affected in any
manner. Pollution issues must be controlled. The views of the people must be fully

heard. Alternative facilities must be provided.

If all these conditions are not fulfilled, we will launch a full-scale protest against
this port project. Please take this as a serious warning. Another public hearing meeting
should also be conducted in the same manner. He concluded by thanking everyone.

15. Mr. N.P.N.Kaviyarasan — Sonankuppam Village,
Former Village Head of Sonankuppam

He greeted everyone and stated that, | am the former head of Sonankuppam
village and the owner of an N.P.N. fishing boat. My heartfelt greetings to the
government officials present here, the members of our community, the general public,

and all the respected elders.
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We have no objection whatsoever to the establishment of the port. Along with
the fishing community, people belonging to other communities have been living here in
harmony. Employment opportunities should be provided to everyone. In particular,
priority should be given to educated youth. On behalf of the people of Sonankuppam
village, | hereby express our full support for this port project.

Earlier, a port was constructed here at a cost of about Rs. 120 crores. However,
due to the lack of proper maintenance, it has now become a place where people
consume alcohol. Therefore, | would like to bring to the attention of the Fisheries

- Department officials present here that this port should be properly maintained.

Since, this port is one of the important fishing centers in Tamil Nadu, | humbly
request that it be further expanded with proper facilities and that suitable law and
order arrangements be ensured so that small-scale fishermen and economically
weaker sections of society may also benefit from it.

He concluded by thanking everyone.
16. Mr. Selva Ezhumalai ~ Chithiraipettai Village

My warm greetings to everyone. About seven years ago, a public hearing was
conducted in this very area. At that time, officials came and heard the views of the
people. However, even to this day, the public has not been clearly informed about
what actions were taken thereafter.

Now, another public hearing is being conducted. But the notification for this
meeting was not issued in a transparent manner and was released in such a way that
the general public could not easily know about it. | do not know whether the
government fears that something may happen if the notice is given openly.

All of you, as members of the public, have expressed your opinions here.
However, there is a growing feeling that merely conducting a public hearing for the
sake of formality and then implementing the project without genuinely considering the
views expressed by the people has become the prevailing practice. It is the duty of the
government to truly hear the people's opinions, respect them, and act accordingly.
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In previous meetings, we insisted that all village residents should be invited and
their opinions should be heard fully. But it is unclear how those follow-up actions were
carried out. A clear example of this is the consultation meeting held at Kannarappettai.
We pointed out there that the venue was insufficient and that more people needed to
be heard. Yet, the Government Order was issued thereafter.

We are not opposed to the establishment of the port. However, the livelihood of
the fishing community living in this region must not be affected in any way. After the
port is established, the route for ships, the route for fishing boats, and any time
restrictions applicable to them must be announced clearly in advance.

Earlier, it was stated that a signal system would be implemented for ship traffic.
According to that, a red light would be displayed when a ship arrives and a green light
would be displayed for fishermen to proceed. Such procedures should not interfere
with the natural way of life of fishermen. Their right to go to the sea and return
according to their needs must be protected.

Further, when fishermen go out for fishing, accidents may occur. In such
situations, a separate and immediate compensation mechanism must be implemented
for affected fishermen. Under the present system, compensation is often provided only
after a long delay, and this-situation- must be-changed.

Time restrictions or other compulsory regulations that restrict the normal
occupational activities of fishermen should not be imposed. Since farmers and the
general public also live in this area, if any lands are to be acquired, compiete details
and maps relating to such acquisition must be provided transparently. In particular, |
request that full information regarding the 146 acres of land acquired in the Nochikadu
and Chithiraipettai areas be shared with the people.

We believe that the Government of Tamil Nadu acts with the welfare of the
people as its priority. Accordingly, this project too should be implemented in a manner
that does not affect the livelihood of the people. In conclusion, | request that the rights
of the people be protected, transparency be maintained, and the views | of all
stakeholders be taken into consideration while implementing this project.

He congluded by thanking everyone.
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17. Mr. Satheesh ~ Kinjampettai Village

My warm greetings to everyone. A public hearing should not be conducted
merely in name. If the views of the people are sought, a clear explanation must be
given for every opinion raised by them before moving on to hear the next opinion. Only
then can it be considered a genuine public hearing process.

Therefore, | would like to make a request. Instead of conducting a meeting in
one place and obtaining opinions from only a few people, the authorities should visit
each village separately and hear the views of the residents. This is because the
participation of a few individuals in a single meeting cannot be treated as the opinion
of the entire village.

The concerned Revenue Divisional Officers should first collect the opinions of
the people in their respective villages, and thereafter a meeting should be conducted
based on those resolutions. Only if the process is carried out with transparency and
with aiJe respect for everyone's opinion will the true purpose of a public hearing be
fulfilled. | request that appropriate action be taken keeping this in mind.

He concluded by thanking everyone.
18. Mr. R. Baskaran - ADJ Export and Import Business, Cuddalore

Greetings to everyone. We have been engaged for a long time in cargo
handling activities at this port. Due to certain circumstances that arose during the
intervening period, obstacles were created in those operations, and the activities could
not be continued.

At present, the five villages surrounding this area, along with the other adjoining
villages, have come together and are carrying out these operations very efficiently by
integrating their equipment and workforce. In support of this effort, Mahathi Port
should extend the necessary cooperation so that the initiative benefits everyone.

Further, | would like to state that we are also prepared to provide all necessary
equipment and extend full cooperation for any assistance that may be required.

He concluded by thanking everyone.
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District Revenue Officer, Cuddalore

Thereafter, the District Revenue Officer, Cuddalore, informed the gathering that
if any other members of the public wished to express their views, they could do so.
The DRO also stated that any written petitions intended to be submitted could be
handed over during the meeting.

The DRO further informed that all the opinions and views recorded during the
meeting would be forwarded to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Government of India. After expressing his gratitude to all those who
participated in the meeting, The DRO declared that the Public Hearing for obtaining
the views of the general public in respect of the project had concluded.

Also, 5 petitions received from the public regarding this proposed project are
attached herewith.

AP
/\R Y o) et XJ")/\\O\’\\

District Environmental Engineer, District Revenue Officer, (7.
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Cuddalore District, ’
Cuddalore. Cuddalore.
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