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Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARIN@CONDUCTED FOR_THE PROPOSED ROUGH STONE

AND GRAVEL QUARRY COVERING EXTENT OF 3.01.0 HA FOR THIRU.K.MAHALINGAM

IN S.F.Nos. 816 (P), 818, 819/1, 822/1(P), 822/2A (P) and 824/1A, SOKKANUR VILLAGE,

KINATHUKADAVU TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT AT M/S. SHRI PATHI MALAI

BALAMURUGAN TEMPLE THIRUMANA MANDAPAM, APPACHIGOUNDAMPATHY,

KUMITTIPATHI, COIMBATORE ON 12.02.2026 AT 10.30 A.M.

Present:

1 Tmt.K.Senthilvadivu | : | Special District Revenue Officer,
Highways,
Coimbatore District.

2. Dr. C.R. Sathish Kumar . | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pgallution Control Board,
Coimbatore South.

3. Thiru.S.Senthilkumar - | Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South.

4. Thiru.S.Sheik Nawas . | EIA Consultant,
Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions,
Salem '

5. | Public . | 88
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The proposed quarry Thiru.K.MahéIingam, S.F.Nos.816 (P), 818, 819/1, 822/1(P),
822/2A (P) and 824/1A, Sokkanur Village, Kinéthukadavu Taluk, Coimbatore District has a
total area of 3.01.0 Hectares. The Special District Revenue Officer, the public to attend
public hearing and the quarry owners were welcomed by the District Environmental Engineer,
TNPCB Coihbatore South. According to the 2006 Environmental Impact Assessment
Notification ‘of the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, GOI it is
necessary to obtain prior environmental clearance for 8 types of industries, and while
obtaining such prior environmental clearance, it is a rule to obtain the views of the public and
record it and submit the same to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.
Accordingly, he informed that the details of this public hearing had already been published in
the Tamil and English dailies, Thinamalar and The New indian Express on 10.01.2026 and the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Project Summary were placed for public
viewing at the necessary offices. Further, the information about this meeting has been
announced through Flex boards at two prominent places in the village and handouts have

been distributed to the public. The photographs of which are shown here.

He further informed that on behalf of the quarry owners, the project consultant will
explain the details of ordinary stone and gravel quarry to the public and after that, the public
will be asked to register their views regarding the project. All this audio and video recording of
proceedings will be submitted to the Tamil Nadu State Environmental Impact Assessment

Authority.

The Special District Revenue Officer inaugurated the public consultation meeting and
said that the purpose of the meeting is to record the environmental comments raised by the
public. Later, the project consultant of the ordinary stone and gravel quarry project gave a

presentation on the proposed ordinary stone and gravel quarries.



/
e

2

Following this, the Environmental Impact Assessment Consultant of the Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry, Thiru.S.Sheik Nawas, EIA Consultant, Geo Exploration and Mining
4So|utions, Salem has welcomed everyone and gave a detailed explanation through a video
presentation about the proposed ordinary stone and gravel quarry and the environmental

management plan to be implemented during its implementation.

Then, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South, said that the public'é comments on the rough stone and gravel quarry
project, which was currently being explained in detail through a video presentation, can be

recorded and also, they will be recorded on the video as well.
Accordingly, the public recorded their following comments and suggestions are below.

1. Thiru.K.Sivaprakash Pottaiyandipurambu:

M¥3name is K. Sivaprakash Pottaiyandipurambu village. If you look at the western part
of our viI}Iage, agriculture is depending on the rain. However, due to the increasing number
of quarries day by day, now there is no water in even a single well in that area. Now again,
more and more quarries is given permission, the remaining wells will become dry. Therefore,

Hence permission should not be given to this quarry.

Thiru.Kumar, Sokkanur:

Hello, my name is Kumar. Sokkanur village. | am going to make only two comments
without any major issues. First, the groundwater level is 3 meters during the rainy season and
11 meters during the summer. If the quarry depth is 45 meters, 50 meters, the water in the
surrounding wells will dry up. The next generation must definitely affect. Second, as far as
Sokkanur Village is concérned, it is all agricultural land. Quarries have been coming for the
last 10 years. When agricultural lands are destroyed and quarried, the land that ‘has been

cultivated for a long time goes to waste in a short time. These are the two comments. | object.



From now on, there should be no quarries in Sokkanur village. If permission is given within the

depth of wells, we have no objection. Thank you.

. Thiru.Dinesh Kumar, Sokkanur:

He greeted everyone, my name is Dinesh Kumar. | come from Sokkanur village. | am
running a business with a lorry. | have 6 drivers who depend on me. Their families, children,
and livelihood depend on this. Sir told me how to do quarrying without affecting the
environment. If we follow that, we can avoid these problems. 10, 15 families with me rely on

this for their livelihood.

Thiru.Shanthalingam, Veerappagoundanur:

My name is Shanthalingam Veerappagaundanur. This is the village where this quarry
is located. This quarry is Ioéated at a remote area. It is not like farming here. It is so rocky that
it is impossible to plant coconut trees or other plants. Nothing can be done with this 10 acres.
There is no other way, the quarry has to be established. 25 people from our village go almoét
30 kilometers away to work in the same quarry works. This will be very helpful for them. If they

are here, they will get work here and it will be a livelihood for them too. Thank you.

Thiru.Manikandan, Veerappagoundanur:

There are 10, 15 families who rely on this. | work in the quarry.

Thiru.K.Balan, Senquttupalayam:

| 'am K.Balan from Senguttupalayam. Our village people works in the quarry. The
business is quarrying, compressors, stone breaking, etc. We have to go out to survive. If this

quarry comes to the village, it will be convenient for us. A total of 500 people do this work.
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Thiru.Sivamani, Kumittipathy:

He greeted everyone. My name is Sivamani. This quarry provides employment to

many people. We live and work there. That is why it is convenient for us.

Thiru.S.Nandakumar, Nachipalayam:

The quarry here provides everything the Panchayat needs. Not only that, everything is
going on according to the rules without any violations. Nothing is done against the rules. So,

my opinion that there will be no harm. N

Thiru.Karthik, Sokkanur:

My name is Karthik from Sokkanur. | am relying on this quarry and giving employment
to 30-40 people. Our livelihood dépends on this. 40-45 families can live on this quarry. My

opiniori‘that this is a good thing.

Thirl_@akthivel. Kuttigoundanpatti:

Good morning, my heartfelt thanks to the officials who have come to this hearing. | am
engaged in agriculture. The quarry will ensure the livelihood and progress of many
marginalized people not only in this village but also in this union. There are many truck
businesses and compressor owners who depend on the quarry business. And this land is a
rock that cannot be farmed. There is a situation where nothing else can be done there except
the stone industry. This is something that everyone has known for a long time. Therefore, if
the authorities consider this and give permission, | would like to inform you that the livelihood

of many families will increase. Thank you.

Thiru.Selvaraj, Myleripalayam:

My name is Selvaraj. | come from Mayileripalayam. There are 4 crushers one
kilometer away from our garden. There is a lot of smoke coming from all those 4 crushers.

This is affecting agriculture a lot. Water comes from the well only for half an hour, one hour.
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My father is having difficulty breathing due to the dust problem. Agriculture is affecting a lot
there. Water does not dry up in our well. After this quarry came, there is no clean water in the
well either. Water is only available for an hour. Agriculture is very affected. There is a problem
of dust and smoke. Trucks drivé mostly on panchayat roads. | have parked my Tata ACE on
the road where trucks go for 15 days. No one has come for 15 days. When | said that | will
come to this meeting, they said that we will ensure that there will be no smoke, we will pour
concrete on the roads, we will build a roof on the crusher and spray water to prevent dust and
make it safe for you. We don't need a quarry. We will run out of water for drinking. If this
situation continues for another year, we will not be able to live there. The agricultural land has
been affected to that extent. We cannot even grow small tomatoes. | had 30 cows. | have
been running a milk society for 20 years. | had 30 cows. Today | have only 4 cows. | cannot
live there. The agricultural land has been affected to that extent. 3000, 4000 coconuts were
coming. Today, when the coconuts burst, dust settles and pollination does not take place.
When that happens, not even 200 nuts come. They only cut coconuts once every 45 days. For
that, not even 200 nuts, not even 300 nuts come. In a grove that used to bring 4 carts of
coconuts, not even 200 nuts come today. It is very difficult. There is a problem where we

cannot live. You have to take care of it.

Thiru.Rayappan, Sokkanur:

My name is Rayappan. Sokkanur. There is a quarry just 20 meters away from my
gard'en. Even after | complained, a stone fell on my neighbor's head. If 4 or 5 people are only
affecting the driver, then doesn't a farmer who saves this country have a right? 4 or 5 people
are talking about livelihood, how many people should talk about a farmer who saves a
country. | humbly request the authorities to kindly stop giving permission from Kinathukadavu

in the western part. | want to save agriculture, Thank you.
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Tmt.Deivanai, Maarichettipathy:

She greeted everyone. | am Deivanai from Marichettipathy. | have come here to
speak for the common people. In our village, my brother, younger brothers, father, mother,
relatives, everygne in the villages around us goes to work in the quarry. They rely on that
livelihood. If they are doing good by breaking the rock, then there is no problem for our
people. You can freely give permission. Because even if you do not break the rock, you
cannot do agriculture on it. If it is good for 4 people, then breaking it will not harm us. Thank

you.

Thiru.R.Sivanandham, Muthur:

My name is R. Sivanandham from Muthur, Kinathukadavu Taluk. We have a crusher in
the name of SRS Blue Metal. AiImost 70, 80 people are working. Now all the government
permits}re going to expire in a year. There are many people here who rely on that and go to
work ir;mstone. Now we are doing everything by following the rules without any hindrance.
Especially in Muthur as far as cottage industries are concerned, 200,300 people work. So
quarrying is very, very necessary. M sand is very much needed to improve the infrastructure.
The raw materiais for it are available from the rock itself. In such a situation, not only here but
also wherever there is a quarry, the government has taken action and now everyone is
changing from before. There are a lot of people who‘ depend on this. If you quickly extend not
only that but also the permission period after the consultation meeting, we will do everything
according to the rules. There are a lot of people who rely on this. Many people say that there
is an impact. Many modern methods have come to do it without any impact. We also do this,
we have put up a barbed wire fence around it, we release water. So from now on, we will do

everything as the government says. We are going to do it. So if you definitely give permission

to quarry, it will be helpful to everyone. Thank you.

V>
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Thiru.Loganathan, Veerappagoundanur:

He greeted everyone, my name is Lokanathan from Veerappagaundanur. This place is
surrounded by 10 acres of rock, which is not used for anything else. Since it is completely

rock, permission can be given.

Thiru.Mugilan, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Organization:

The Chairman of the 7.5 acre stone quarry public hearing meeting .for the new
Mahalingam quarry in Sokkanur village, jointly organized by the Coimbatore District
Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Coimbatore South, the Honorable
District Revenue Officer, the District Environmental Engineer who is leading and conducting
this, and the various departmental officials who are participating here, and the local public,
farmers, social activists who have come and registered with concern, and the quarry owners
who have requested permission for this quarry, and all those brought by the quarry owners,
who have formed various committees not only in today's life but also in various problems
including climate change, at a time when the Tamil Nadu government is operating in various
problems including climate change, and the Chief Minister himself has said that the ecological
problem is the main problem, how should this area be lived in and how should this area not be
affected. My name is Mugilan. | am the coordinator of the Tamil Nadu Environmental
Movement. | was part of the High Court and Supreme Court appointed committee for a year to
study the granite scam. In addition, when the Union government put up an auction for 5000
acres of tungsten mineral mining in Madurai district, we gave all the documents to the Tamil
Nadu government for it and announced that it would cancel the project in the Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly, mentioning my name. | am recording my opinion only with the concern

that this soil should live and that future generations should live well.



The main issue of this public hearing was that everyone here said this is rocky area. It
has been clearly stated in the memorandum that it is Nanjai land, but Nanjai land has been
changed to Punjai land, They have sought permission for this quarry by converting the Nanjai
land into a punjai land. If we look at the mining plan report, there are big streams around the
quarry. There are big streams 30 feet, 40 feet wide all around. Not only that, if we take Google
images, there is nothing there, they say it is completely dry. There are so many coconut trees
around ‘the quarry. Such a rich area..In general, regarding this place, the respected
Sivaprakasam who spoke to me earlier said. This is a land depends on rain. Here, the rain
and streams that fall naturally are our livelihood. This area is part of the Palakkad pass. While
the average rain.fall in ;Famil Nadu is about 900 mm, this area alone received 2000 mm. That
was before the quarry was built. Even the streams around it were flooded for 10 months. This
is such an area. After the quarries were built in these areaé, irreparable damage has occurred.
In the c;;{éria, in section 36/1 of the minor mineral concession rules, it is said that there should
be no ap'proved houses within 300 m of the quarry. As far as approved houses are concerned,
not all houses are houses. They should have obtained Panchayat approval after 1985 or
DTCP approval after 2005. Without this, approved houses are approved houses only if they
are indicated in the revenue records such as village map, field map, and land register. Now in

“many places, quarry owners buy lands and demolish buildings.

If a house registered in the UDR and Natham land survey records is dilapidated or
derﬁolished, it should be recorded as it was mentioned in the original state and the distance
related to the quarry should be recorded. Let me tell you. There are a lot of temporary houses
around the quarry. In this same district, AD Mines Sasikumar has given many quarries that
permission should‘not be given if there are temporary houses within 300 meters. Because on
~May 1, 2024, a blast occurred in a quarry in Adiyur. 3 km was affected and 6 people died.
That is why Sasikumar has given the quarries a memorandum that no one should live within

300 meters. But, there are countless houses around this quarry. 10 houses are shown in



Google images. Therefore, permission cannot be given to Mahalingam quarry as per the law.
A stream flows right next to the quarry. A very large stream flows right next to the quarry in the
northern part. The minor mineral concession rules say that if there is a stream, there should
be a gap of 50 meters. They have said in their report that there is a pit in the south of the
quarry. We are giving a gap of 50 meters to the pit. This year alone, the Madurai court has
cancelled the permission for 5 quarries for water bodies. Streams cannot be created, they are
formed naturally. According to Section 15 of Revenue Order No. 26, even if the road and
geological stream are on the leased land, they belong to the government. If there is any
encroachment on it, the taluka has the power to remove it. They have said that they have
sought permission for this project by hiding the stream. They have said that they will leave a
10-meter gap from the quarry to the carriageway in eastern side. It is a panchayat road laid by
the government. They have said that a 50-meter gap should be left from the public road. This
is because it will be affected if explosives are placed. As there is no 50-meter gap from the
public road, permission cannot be given to that quarry according to the law. The EB line goes
north of the quarry in PPT and to eastern side. The government's rule is that a 50-meter gap

should be left for that.

As far as water bodies are concerned, a distance of 50 meters should be left for rivers
and streams and 300 meters for ponds, etc. because the water at the top will go into the
quarry. Therefore, permission cannot be given to this quarry as per the law. Not only that,
there should not be any bore wells or reservoirs built by the government within a radius of 500
meters. The reason for this law is that the public houses where explosives are placed will be
affected. We are informing you that this quarry does not have all these. They say that they will
plant 1500 trees for the green wall, trees like neem, ale, fig, poovarsu, and pungan. Tell me if
someone has built a green belt in this area. The quarry owners are taking and using
government property. Even if the land is in their possession, everything below 3 feet belongs

to the government. They are taking government property and doing business, and are they
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doing business according to the rules? Respected Tiruppur District Collector Vineeth has
banned the Kodangipalayam Ramakrishnan duarry fbf not constructjng a green belt. | request
the Coimbatore district administration to also take similar steps. They say that they will erect a

barbed wire fence when it stané. In practice, this is not the case. Chief Secretary Mrs. Sivadas

Meena has said that any quarry should have a barbed wire fence within two months. Since it

has not been implemented till date, human and animal deaths are occurring. | request the

i3

government to take appropriate action on this. Regarding explosives, very few quarries are
exploding nanal explosives. Many quarries are using illegal explosives. Even a High Court
judge said that they are tearing the chest of Mother Earth and drinking its blood. All such

quarries are being fined for mining excessive minerals. lllegal explosives are being brought

from abroad. Several thousand tons of illegal explosives are circulating in our district. The

district agmminiistration should take action on it. Regarding roads, there are rules that only 10
tons of wgight can be transported on the panchayat road. Fines should be imposed as per the
1988 Vehicle Act. The road that was supposed to be built in 8 years is disappearing in 2
years. It should be done immediately. Instead, to-prevent the plunder of natural resources in
Tamil Nadu, the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister has considerad importing sand from-foreign
countries. There is a lunar vibration all around. So all this should be considered. Thousands of
tons of Tamil Nadu minerals are being transported to neighboring states. There is no
protection for workers. They should register ESI, PF, and insurance on the worker. There is no
one. If you write sugar, it will not be sweet. For this area, N%)C should be obtained from the
Kerala government. Therefore, for the Mahalingam quarry, the government should not give
permission based on the minor mineral concession rules and action should be taken against
violations, saying that it is not legal to give permission to the Mahalingam quarry.. [ humbly
request you not to waste the lives of an entire generation for the livelihood of a few people ih a

place where the laws are violated. Thank you for the opportunity.
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17. Thiru.Silambarasan, Thirumalaiyampalayam:

He greeted everyone. My name is Silambarasan, | would like to express my respect to
all the government officials and others who have attended the meeting regarding the
permission to build a quarry for Mahalingam in Chokkanur village, which is located on the
outskirts of our town. They expressed various opinions regarding the quarry. Not only that,
they expressed various opinions that nature should be protected. Truly, all human beings
have the responsibility to protect nature. In this situation, various opinions were expressed
regarding the permission to build a quarry for Mahalingam. In it, they spoke about some
incidents that took place in various places and the people of this area have expressed their
opinions well. In that way, Chokkanur is this area west of Kinathukadavu If you look at the
geological structure, it is an area completely filled with rocks. It is impossible to do large-scale
agriculture in this area. There is a situation where the livelihood of the people and the rights of
the quarry workers have to be protected. Apart from that, the government's revenue also plays
an important role. The government should look into all these situations in detail. There are no
general violations of the rules that were observed in the quarry. There are some violations in
some quarries on the east side of the well pass. Formal sanctions have also been imposed for
that. Giving permission to a quarry is not a simple matter, not only for the interests of
Mahalingam but also for the livelihood of all workers here. The livelihood of the cultivators,
lorry drivers, wage laborers, and those who go to work for wages must be protected. Next,
everyone has the responsibility to protect agriculture from being affected. Whether agriculture
is being affected in this area is not a question of whether it is. So, there is no big objection
except to see how to earn income there and how to protect the rights of the workers there.
Also, the surrounding plantation roads are just a place for cattle and goats to bréed. There are
no people Iiving‘there. What livelihood can the people there earn on the rock? We should not
talk based on dbcuments, the officials should inspect the place in person. There is no water

12
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body, stream, or carriageway there. All the truck owners and drivers around rely on this. That
alone is their business and livelihood. Therefore, they do quarrying only after getting
permission from all the departments. Also, Mahalingam is very helpful to the school children
and wage laborers in this area. When he comes to the quarry next door, we can buy goods at
a low price. There is no one with great facilities here. Mahalingam is very helpful to the poor
people. Therefore, permission for this quarry should not be denied based on the news
happening somewhere. Permission for this quarry can be given generously. The livelihood of
all the people who have come here and the income of the government should increase further.

Also, here, ’they are providing ammunition under the supervision and instructions of the

- government. Permission for this quarry should be given in accordance with the government

rules, there is no objection to it. Based on Article 21 of the Constitution and Article 19 of the
Constitution, it is everyone's duty to protect the welfare of the workers here, and to protect

nature. We request that permission be given to this quarry. Thank you.

s

District Environmental Engineer:

The. details of person, who attended the above public hearing the public’'s views
expressed in the meeting, the recorded video proceedings of meeting along With photographs

will be submitted to the SEIAA.

At the e‘nd of the meeting, the District Environmental Engineer thanked the Special District

Revenue Officer who chaired the public hearing meeting and all the public and all the officials.

No. of Petition received: 8

@-W;\fﬁ“’

Z

District Environmental Engineer, Special District eve;\;e Officer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Highways,
Coimbatore South. Coimbatore District.
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