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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Minutes of the public hearing of Proposed Quarry of

M/s. Mahaganapathi Blue Metals Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry
in an extent of 3.45.53 at S.F.No. 511/1, 511/2 and 512/2 of Kuppam
Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District held on 06.01.2026 at 11.00 AM

in Murugan Thirumana Mandapan, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District.

Present:
1. Thiru.G. Vimalraj,
District Revenue Officer,

Karur District.

2. Dr. S. Sathiyan,
District Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Karur District.
3. 91 public participated in the public hearing. The copy of
attendance is enclosed here with.

Welcome Address by the District Environmental Engineer,

TamilNadu Pollution Control Board, Karur.

The District Environmental Engineer, TamilNadu Pollution Control
Board, Karur delivéred in his welcome address. He welcomed the
District Revenue Officer, the Public, the Social and Environmental
Activists, Police personals, Media people and the Officials from various

departments.



He stated that as per EIA Notification S.0.1533 of Ministry of
Environment and Forest dated: 14.09.2006 for the projects falling under
B1 category the exceeding certain production limit it is mandatory to
conduct public hearing .Hence, as the above notification today it has
been proposed to conduct the public hearing for M/s. Mahaganapathi
Blue Metals Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry in an extent of 3.45.53
| proposed at S.F.No. 511/1, 511/2 and 512/2 of Kuppam Village,
PugalurTaluk, Karur District. He welcomed the District Revenue Officer
once again andr and requested to preside over the Public Hearing
meeting. |

He also stated that the press release for the Public Hearing was
published in the Tamil and English News Papers on 29.11.202 ahd
presently the public hearing is being conducted at per the schedule on
06.01.2025. He announced that the Project consultant give the Power
Point presentation about the project and the public can register their
views after the presentation. All the views expressed by the public will
be recorded and will be sent to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority. He requested speakers to introduce them self
with their name and village before the commencement of the speech.

The Project consultant explained about the project using the power
point presentation. He explained about the impact of the project on the
Environment and proposed mitigation measures to be adopted also he
listed the benefits of this project. Next to this the public were requested
that register their views.

The views expressed by the participants were as follows,

1. Mr. N. Shanmugam, Anti lllegal Quarry quanisation, Karur.

He stated that the Water environment, Air Environment, Land

Environment and the Bio diversity will be affected due to the



establishment of this quarry. In Karur District only there are more than
200 Nos of quarries and due to these quarries the ambient temperature
raises every year. A quarry is to be operated if it full fills the Tamil Nadu
Minor Mineral Rules 1959. The High Tension line is running near the
S.F.No 511/1, 511/2 and 512/2. There should be a clearance of 300 M
(1000 feet) from the HT Line. The HT Line tower is located at 235m. If it
is so the permission cannot be granted to this quarry as per the section
31 of Indian Electricity Act 1956. There is a manmade road at 10m
distance from the quarry in S.F.No.514 & 515. There should be a
clearance of 50m for the public roads. There is concrete paved Noyyal
canal at 56 m which is a government structure and permission cannot be
granted if such structure is near by the quarry. There is bore'well and the
pipeline leading to Kuppam Village vi\a‘ Arasampalayam located within
500 distances. Hence the permission cannot be granted. The quarry site
is located in the over exploited area and the proposed quarry depth is
upto 60m. Since the quarrying is carried upto 200 feet the agri land, live
stocks and the Air environment will be affected. Due to the Air pollution
the type 2 diabetic gets increased in this area. A child residing near a
quarry in Aravakurichi got affected the type 2 diabetes. A complaint was
made by the father of the child. He also stated that that this area is a
backward area in the social and economical aspects. There is an usage
of the explosives in large quantity and the Nano blasting is not carried
out. Yesterday by 3.00 pm there was vibration in windows and doors due
to blasting. Hence the permission should not be granted to this quarry.

2. Mr. R.Vadivel, S/o Ramasamy, DravidaViduthalaiKalazam, Karur.

He stated that the quarries are being operated without any

precautionary and environmental protection measures. The Agri lands



and the live stocks are affected by the operation of the quarry. Hence
permission should not be granted to the quarry.

3. Mr.S.Balakrishnan, S/o.Subramani, Panchayankuttai, Kuppam

Village and Scretary, Communist Party of India.

‘He stated that this quarry is located in this area and the stone
quarrying is the main activity in this area. More than 2500 people are
residing in this area and the stone quarrying activity is being carried out
since 1950. Small issues due to the quarry operation are being solved
immediately. He also added that he is residing near the quarry and 4
other quarries are in operation in this area and there is no adverse
impact due to these quarry operation. Hence the permission shall be
granted to this quarry.

4. Mr. S. Mohan Kumar, S/o Seshan, Karur,

He stated that the establishment of industry is no in their hands. If
an industry is established it will provide employment opportunities to
several people. The education facility and the drinking water facility will
be made available. It is the duty of the government to take care of the
workers. The pure drinking water and the insurance facilities has to be
provided to the worker. Since the river sand is not available at present
and the ohly alternate is M sand . The M sand is produced by these
quarries and hence the permission shall be granted to this quarry.

5. Mr. R.Rajalingam, S/o Ramasamy,Pavithram, Karur.

He stated that the permission shall be granted to M/s.
Mahaganapathi Blue Metals Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry proposed
in Kuppam Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District.

6. Mr. B.Arul Pandian, S/o Bommanaicker, Pavitharam, Karur.

He requested to grant permission to the proposed quarry.



7. Mr.S. Munikumar, S/o Subramaniam, Thiruvallur District.

He stated that running a quarry against the willingness of the public is
against the law as per the BNS 251. There is chances of causing
hindrance to the pregnant women, Women and Children. The ambient

air quality will be detoriate. Due to the quarrying operation the ground

water level will go down. The tanks and ponds will be get dry. In Tamil

Nadu there are 16629 Lakes in which the 3000 are under encroachment.
During rainy season the people are pumping away the water in this area
hence there lakes and ponds don't have enough storage of water. The
officials are not for common people and they are for the capitalists.
There should be security for the life and belongings of the people, Hence
the qQarries has to be closed. Among the 90 quarries which has to be
closed only 30 quarries has been closed. The remaining quarries have
obtained permission in other names. Hence the quarry has to be closed.

8. Mr.M. Jebakani, S/o Manoharan, Dindugal.

He stated that he is servicing as environmental activist for the past
22 years. The industry is required for all people. For the development of
the education, tree plantation, the environment improvement and for
employment for the unemployed educated youths this quarry is essential
and permission shall be granted to this quarry.

9. Mr. R.S. Mugilan, Co-ordinator, Tami Nadu Environment protection

Organization:

He welcomed all the gatherings including the District Revenue
Officer and the District Environmental Engineer who have come for the
public hearing of the Mahaganapathy rough stone and gravel quarry
proposed in S.F.511/1,511/2 and 512/2 over an extend of 4.45.53

hectares. He stated that he is submitting his veeravanakkam to Mr.

(V&Y



Jaganathan who was murdered for intimating the operation of the illegal
quarry to Pollution Control Board and Assistant Director Mines.

The public hearing is not a voting exercise. It is to examine
whether the quarry is being established as per the minor mineral rules.
This is to verify whether the facts expressed by the consultant in the
public hearing are true or not. Earlier it was stated that the quarry 'has
obtained the certificates and test reports from various agencies. The
VAO certificate issued in 30.04.2025 which is enclosed as page 168 of
EIA report states that there is no residential houses, workship places,
ancient monuments, HT lines within 300m radius from the proposed
quarry site. But as per the google map and based on lat and long there
is a HT Line Tower at 235m from the proposed site. The clearance of
300m is insisted by the government is avoid the damage to the HT
Tower due to blasting and falling of stones. Since the HT tower is
located at 235m from the quarry the permission should not be granted
to this quarry.

As per the section 36 of minor mineral rules there should be a
clearance of 50m from the public roads. But a tar road is running in
S.F.N0.514& 515 in eastern side at 10M distance. There is a bridge in
S.F.N0.509 to 554 across the river Noyyal which is at a distance of
65M. But as per the section 35 of minor mineral rules there should be
500m clearance. The minor mineral rules says that no quarrying activity
shall be carried out within 500 m from any water works constructed by
the local body, or state government or TWAD Board. But there is
panchayat bore well North west direction located with 100m radius in
between Arasampalaym to kuppampalayam. Hence there is violation.
The permission should not granted to this quarry. The Arasampalayam

to Kuppampalayamdrikjng water line is not laid in under ground and it is



running above ground over a rock. Hence the 50m distance clearance
is not applicable to this. It is stated that the Noyyal channel is located at
55 m distance in north west direction.. Since the lined channel is
located at 55m distance the permission cannot be granted to this
quarry. The AD mines has stated that the temporary houses located will
be demolished. There are houses at 205m,297m,151 in north west
direction. There is a house at 222m in southern direction. There are
houses at 279m in eastern direction.. Because of the above reason the
permission shall not be granted to this quarry. There should be an
clearance of 10m distance from the surrounding quarries. Here it is not
so. Hence permission shall not be granted to this quarry. The 48
documents has to be provided . But 7 documents alone has been
provided. The other 38 documents inclusive of A1 Report, RDO letter,
public hearing tter,Mines letter, PWD letter, Panchayat office letter etc
are not provided. The above documents are not provided by the govt
offices purposefully. Only if the above documents are provided the facts
can be verified.

The ambient temperature in the karur district has raised due to the
operation of the stone quarries. The schools are given 10 to 15 days
leave due to the temperature increase. The periodical inspection to be
carried out once in six months regarding the environmental damage
and the green belt development. It is sated that 1650 trees will be
planted. The country trees such as Neem, Arasu, Atthi has to be
planted. But the savuku trees are alone planted and maintained. It is
stated that the blasting will be carried out in 12 noon to 2 PM. But they
are doing the blésting after 5 pm only. There are vibrations due to the
blasting. There is earth quack measuring as 3.5 rictare has occurred in

Karur district. In last year the earth quake has occurred from



Rajapalayam of Tirupur district and Aravakurichi of Karur District. Since
this is seismic zone and high temperature area permission should not
be granted to the quarry. People are asking without stone quarry how
can we get the sand for construction works. The sand can be imported
from the countries like Indonesia and Malaysia. Six GOs has been
passed for importing of sand from the foreign countries. AIADMK
government has passed 5 GOs and DMK government has passed 1
GO. If these GO s are implemented 5 Lakhs tons of sand can be
imported per month. Tamilnadu requires 15 Lakhs tons of sand. The
barbed wire fencing has to be provided along the boundary of the
abandon quary

10. _Mrs. G.Rani, W/o. Gopal, Pavithram.

She stated that permission shall be granted to this quarry.

11. Mr.R. Karthi, S/o Ramakrishnan, Villupuram.

He requested the quarry owners to operate the quarry the quarry
without causing any hindrance to the public and requested to grant
permission to the quarry.

12. Mr.M.Thangavel, S/o Muthusamy, Andipatti.

He stated that permission shall be granted to the Mahaganapathy
Quarry.
13. Mr. K. Manivel, S/o Karupanagoundar ,Andipatti.

He stated that permission shall be granted to the Mahaganapathy
Quarry.

14. Mr.D. Manojkumar, S/o Duraisamy,Karudayampalaym.

He requested to give permission to the Mahaganapathy Quarry.

15. Mr. K. Palani, S/o Kuppan, Pallamaruthapatti

He said that the permission may be granted to the quarry.



16. Mr. M. Venkateshl S/o Marimuthu, Pavithram.

He said that the permission shall be granted to this quarry

17. Mr. B.Sampath, S/o Balasubramani,Secretary, All India

Forward Block party

There will be employment and welfare schemes for the local public
if the permission is granted for the Mahaganapathi Quarry., Since the
river sand is not available at present and the people are suffering due to
the lack of river sand. In this circumstances thve M sand is the only
alternative building material. The construction of government buildings
will face a lot of problems due to delay the supply of sand and stones if
the permission is not granted to this type of units. Hence permission
shall to granted to this quarry for the convenience of the public.

18. Mr. P. Gunasekaran, S/o Palaniappan, S. Vellalpatti, Samaniya

MakkalKatchi, Karur.

He stated that in the Minor Mineral rules there is criteria for the

location of a quarry. The Kuppam VAO has given the certificate that
there is no civil structure within 300 m radius from the proposed quarry.
But on searching in the website tamil nilam and google earth using gps
it is noticed that at 235m in north west direction from the proposed
quarry there is HT line tower. It runs from the North East direction to the
South West direction. In the North West direction the river Noyyal is
running at a distance of 35m. This Noyyal canal is the canal irrigating
the 12 villages in the Manmangalam Taluk. The manmade channel in
Pugalur Taluk running through valaiyapalayam, Athipalayam, Munnur
and Thukachi finally confluence in Cauvery river is located at 35 m
neary by. Not only that a 30 feet width and 25 feet length concrete
bridge is constructed in the western part of the canal. These are all

government structures. If any damage is caused to these structures
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and if the channel is damaged there leakage of the water flowing in the
channel and the agriculture will be affected. Due to the blasting there is
a possibility of development of cracks in the said bridge which is
‘Iocated within 50m. He also said that their request is to increase the
300m criteria and it should be increased as 1 KM. But the government
Is still fixed 300m alone. Generally the blasting carried out in our area is
having impact on houses located within 1 KM from the quarry. As per
the 2011 census the population in the Paramathi area is 83000 and
presently there is 110000 people in that area. The lease period for
hundreds of quarries in this areahave been expired. But several
quarries are in operation illegally. In the Munnur, Athipalayam,
Kuppam, Karudayampalayam, Pavithram, Punnam and Nedugur
villages a number houses have cracks and the people are residing with
fear. The HT line tower will be affected due to the blasting to the carried
out in this proposed quarry. The Noyyal irrigation channel will be
affected. The bridge will get damaged. In the north east direction there
is a public road. The quarry Lorries will be going in this road. The
public, farmers, live stocks, School students and College students will
be going in that road. But there no even 10m clearance from this road.
There is possibility of falling of the stones on public going in that road
causing damage to the life. This quarry is against the criteria in the
minor mineral rules. Hence permission should not be granted to this
quarry.

This is against the criteria. For the NTC quarry the public hearing
was conducted in this Murugan Mahal. In that public hearing we
expressed that there is a pumping station pumping drinking water to
Aravakurichi and Pallapatti at 50m from the NTC quarry. But the

permission was granted to that quarry inspite of our objections. While



when it was declared that the case will be filed in the high court then
only the lease to that quarry was cancelled. On recalling the above
history it is requested that the permission should not be granted to this
quarry based on false records. If the permission is granted then legal
action will be initiated. Since this quarry violates the Minor Mineral rules,
the pérmission should not be granted to this quarry. Due to the
establishment of quarries in the various Taluk such as Aravakurichi,
Pugalur, Manmangalam and Kadavur Taluks the rain fall in Karur district
has been reduced in the past 10 years the rain fall have reduced
below 50% in Karur District. There is no rainfall in the Aravakurichi and
Paramathi area in this year. There is late rain fall. There is no use on
rain in the haverst season. There is rain fall in November and December
month instead of September. In the power point presentation it is said
fhat the mineral potential is 1980000 cum and it is said that they are
going to carry out quarrying out 62m dept}h. It is stated that in the next
five years they are going to excavate 720000 cum; For excavating
720000 cum theythey have to go for a depth of 30m. They are seeking
permission for 62 m. If the excavation is carried out upto a depth of 200
feet the water table level will go down. Due to the operation of illegal
quarries the ground water level has already affected in kuppam village.
The kuppam is the primary area in the paramathy union. The ground
water level is affected highly in this paramathy union area. In the eastern
side of this proposed quarry there is a abandon quarry in which there is
water stagnation which can be visualized in google earth. There is a
quarry in the western direction and a crusher in the southern direction.
Due to the abandon quarries located around this proposed area the total
area looks like atomic bomb affected area. The environment will get

affected in the permission is granted to this quarry. In the powerpoint
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presentation it is said that there is no archeological monuments within 15
KM from the proposed site. But the pugalimalai which is a archeological
monument is there. Hardly it is about only 10 km. The road distance is
about 13 to 14 km. But the radial distance in the google map is less than
10 km. The pugalimalai is an archeological monument in which there are
stone scripts done in 2™ century itself. There are samanar padukaikal in
this monuments. There is a water storage tank used by the king
cheralathankaliga. This is indicated in the scripts available in this hill.
There is possibility of causing damage to this archeological monuments
due to the operation of this quarry. The Maragatheeswarar temple also
located near by the quarry.

Like that in power point presentation it is sated that there is no hills
located within 10m radius. But the Maragatheeswarar hill is located in 2
to 3 Km. The Balamalai is located just more than 10 km from the
proposed site. This is a HRNC temple. The land belonging to this temple
also located near by this temple. and the Maragtheeswarar temple also
belongs to the HRNC. The Noyyal river is flowing in one side and the
Cauvery river is flowing in the another side. The Amaravathyriver also
running in one side. These rivers and the environment features are
located within 15 Km. Due to the stone quarrying activity the food chain
will be affected which in turn affect the bio diversity in this area. Hence
permission should not be granted to this quarry. The royalty paid to the
government, the employment provided and the earnings done by the
quarry owners in the past days is sufficient. This proponents is already
owing two quarries one is GanapathyMurugan Quarry and another is
Mahashree quarry. If these quarries are visited it can be visualized they
how many trees they have planted?. Presently they are saying that they

are going to plant 200 per acre. It is reported that they are going to plant



1650 trees in 8 acre. How many trees they have planted earlier in the
existing quarries? . The answer is Nil. There was village namely
Malapalayam in that existing quarry area. Due to blasting the
Malapalayam village it has got vanished. A case has been filed in the
high court in 2021 against the quarries running after expiry of the lease.
In that is said the penalty has to levied 15 times after carrying out digital
survey. They are operating a number of quarries with one license. The
District Administration should take action in this regard. During the when
Dr. Prabhu Shankar was the district collector Karur only 20-30 quarries
were inspected and penalty was levied to these quarries. The seniorage
per unit was reduced by three times while levying fine. The environment
will get affected. In Stock home in Jeneva under the leader ship of prime
minister it is stated the development should not affect the environment
which is essential for the future generation. This is called sustainable
development. The quarrying is not a renewable energy once is
exploited it cannot be renewed. In Malaysia and Indonesia the pernial
rain in the forest and due to which a lot of sand gets accumulated in the
rivers. They are dumping this sand into deep sea. They are ready to give
this sand at free of cost. During Mr. Edapadi government time they
passed a GO to import the sand from these countries. The government
should consider this option. The have Cauvery and Amaravathiriver
have been spoiled due to sand mining. Now there is illegal sand mining
in these rivers. If the government, the Dravida Model Arasu really
interested on the future generation public should not give permission to
the quarry and shall import the Sand from other countries. The pollution
control board and the district administration should not grant permission
to this quarry. If permission is granted the legal action to ban the quarry

will be initiated against this in the Hon’ble Hight Court. He stated that he
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know the way to stop the quarry by approaching court. He concluded
that the no permission should be granted to the quarry proposed in
S.F.No.511/1, 511/2 and 512/2 of Kuppam Village.

19. Mr. S. Raghumaan, S/o Sakkarai, Karur

Several quarries are located around this quarry in Kuppam Village.

These quarries are having various violations including not maintaining
the enough green belt. These quarries are causing hindrance to the
public. This proponents already had two quarries and they have not
followed the rules in these quarries. The public are raising the question
why they are going for another quarry establishment?. The Agriculture
and the live stock rearing are main lively hood of the people in this area.
In the river belt area like Vangal the people are doing agriculture using
the river water. In this area people are doing agriculture and live stock
rearing. The live stock will graze the grass growing due to rain. If the
small stones and dust sediment on this grass how can the live stock will
graze. Earlier there were stone quarries in the area and due to these
stone quarries the people has lot their lively hood. There is HT line tower
near this quarry. There are tar roads near this quarry. Near this quarry
there are houses, HT line towers, Tar Roads and Canals. There is
criteria for the above in the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral rules 1959. No
body is following the criteria and the are eager in establish the quarry
with false report. The Global consultancy which submit the false report
has to be black listed and the permission should not be granted to this
quarry.
20. Mr. Velusamy, S/o Kaliyappan, Adjacent Land owner

He said that there is no issue due to this quarry. No noise pollution
will occur due to this quarry since they have planted enough number of

trees. 100% there will be no hindrance to the public due to this quarry



operation. There is Direct and Indirect employment due to this quarry
establishment. Hence permission has to be granted to this quarry.
21. Mr. V.Kalimuthu S/o Vellaiyan, Karur

There is Cauvery river, Noyyal river and Amarvathy river near by.
But the agriculture is in worst condition. Because the area is surrounded
by stone quarries. The agriculture is vanished due to these stone
quarries. There is dust in roads. This can be noticed while riding in two
wheeler. Since these quarry owners are coming in car they are not able
to visuvalize this impact. There is dust in roads. The are saying the tree
plantation which is only name shake. If the officials inspect the quarries
there can see that none of the quarries have planted trees. The
permission shall not be granted to the Mahaganapathi Quarry.

22. Mr. R. Thangavel , S/o Ramasamy, Arasampalayam

He stated that their live hood is the agriculture But due the polluted
Noyyal river water they are not able to do agriculture. Now the quarry
has become their main occupation. For the safety of workers the unit has
provided the barbed wire fencing'and they have planted trees and
maintain the same. Hence permission has to granted to the
Mahaganapathy Quarry

23. Mr. S. Sekar, S/o Sokku, Pavithram.

There is no hindrance to the public due to this quarry. Hence

permission shall be granted to this quarry.

24. Mr. P. Baskar, S/o Ponnusamy, Vallakulathupalayam.

He stated that permission shall be granted to this quarry.
25. Mr. Mani, Vice president PattaliMakkalKachi.Karur.

There are a number of illegal quarries operating in this area. Public
are suffering with health issues due to these quarries. Due to the

inhaling of dust particles there a possibility for Asthuma, DB for people.



He opposed the grant of license to this quarry. He also added that if the
license is granted to this quarry they will have demonstration against this
quarry under the leadership of Dr. Anbumani. |

26. Mr. S. PaneerSelvam, S/o Subramani, Kunthanipalayam.

He said that since there is no public residing near this quarry the
permission shall be granted to this quarry.

The District Environmental Engineer said that the entire public
hearing is recorded and recorded CD will be sent to State
Environmental Impact Authority along with the minutes of the meeting in
Tamil and English with concurrence of the District Collector.

The District Revenue Officer thanked the participants in the public
hearing for the Mahaganapathi Quarry proposed in S.F.No.511/1,511/2
and 512/2 of Kuppam Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District. The views
expressed in the public hearing will be sent to the state authority. The
state government desires the participation all the persons interested in
the social welfare of the people. Every body is having the social
responsibility and environmental responsibility. As earlier said we should
be aware in saving the environment and hand over the clean
environment to the future generation. We will monitor the quarries in
Karur district and ensure that the quarries are strictly adhering to the
rules.

The written representation from the public are received and the

public hearing was concluded.

" c
«1ke
District Environmental Engineer, District Re tcer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur Digfrict
Karur District. '
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