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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED MINING

PROJECT OF M/S. MSH BLUE METAL, OVER AN EXTENT OF 1.98.0 HA AT

S.F.NOS. 102/1, 102/2, 102/3, 102/4, 102/5, 102/6A, 102/6B, 102/7A, 102/7B, 102/7C,

103/3A, 103/3B, 103/4, 103/5A, 103/5B, 103/5C, 103/5D, 103/6A, 103/6B & 103/7,

MANGALAM VILLAGE, CHEYYAR TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT ON

26.02.2026 AT 12.00 NOON AT M/S. JAITHRI KALYANA MANDAPAM,

CHOLAVARAM VILLAGE, VEMBAKKAM TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:

1 | Selvi.L. Ambica Jain |.A.S., : | Sub Collector, Cheyyar division
Tiruvannamalai.

(Representative of the District Collector,
Tiruvannamalai)

2 | Er. A. Jothi Prakash : | District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Tiruvannamalai.
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3 | Dr. S. Sugashini : | Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai.

4 | Er. K. Prem Kumar : | Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Tiruvannamalai.

5 | Thiru. N. Ashok Kumar : | Tahsildar,
Cheyyar Taluk, Tiruvannamalai.

6 | Thiru. 8. Silambarasan | : | Sub-Inspector of Police,
Dusi Police Station, Tiruvannamalai.

7 | Thiru.K. Vijayaraghavan : | Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Consultant,
M/s. Geo Technical Mining Solutions,
Dharmapuri.

8 | Tmt. A. Sulokshana : | Village Assistant, Palli Village,
Cheyyar Taluk, Tiruvannamalai

9 | Thiru.V. Thanigaimalai : | Vilage  Assistant, Mangalam Village,
v Cheyyar Taluk, Tiruvannamalai.

10 | Public : |66 Nos. (Attendance enclosed as
Annexure).




The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai, welcomed the Sub Collector, Cheyyar division, Tiruvannamalai, the
general public, Revenue officials, Police department officials, Média persons and
the proprietor of M/s. MSH Blue Metal, Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry who had
assembled for the public hearing in connection with obtaining Environmental
Clearance for the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry of M/s. MSH Blue
Metal. He further pointed out that prior notification regarding the conduct of this
public hearing had already been published on 22.01.2026 in the Tamil and English
daily newspapers, namely “Dinathanthi” and “The New Indian Express.” He also
informed that public announcements had been made in and around Mangalam

Village through loudspeakers and distribution of pamphlets.

He further stated that, on behalf of the proponent of the proposed Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry project, their project consultant would present a detailed
explanation of the project to the public, following which the public may given their
views, suggestions, doubts, and seek clarifications regarding the project, and that
all such event would be video graphed and audio recorded, and the minutes and
records of this meeting would be forwarded to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority-Tamil Nadu (SEIAA-TN).

The Sub Collector, Cheyyar division, inaugurated the public hearing meeting
and requested the proprietor (M/s. MSH Blue Metal), of the proposed Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry, to present the detailed explanation regarding the proposed
quarry project.

Thiru.K. Vijayaraghavan, Environmental Impact Assessment Consultant of
M/s. MSH Blue Metal Rou'gh Stone and Gravel Quarry project from M/s. Geo
Technical Mining Solutions, Dharmapuri, welcomed all those who had assembled
for the public hearing meeting and delivered a detailed power point presentation
explaining the operational aspects of the Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry project
and the}EnvironmentaI Management Plan to be implemented during its operation.

Following the above presentation, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil

Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai, announced that the public may



., express their views. He further requested that, before recording their views, the
public should mention their name and their village name, before expressing their
opinions.

Accordingly, the following public expressed their views and suggestions.
1.Thiru. Munirathnam, Mangal Village:

Thiru. Munirathinam conveyed his greetings, on behalf of the people of
Mangalam Village, to the officials present and to the Sub Collector, Cheyyar. He
stated that the proposed gravel quarry would ’adversely affect the inflow of water to
the Mangalam Lake, which in turn would impact agricultural cultivation. He pointed
out that the road infrastructure in the area is inadequate and that the roads have
already been severely damaged due to the operations of the existing R.S. Crusher
unit. He requested that the officials visit the site directly to understand the ground
reality. He mentioned that dust has settled throughout the village and inside the
wells. Even erukkan plants and other vegetation appear white due to heavy dust
deposition. He further stated that even while walking in the area, dust accumulates
on one’s feet. He informed that 200 to 300 lorries pass through the area daily,
making it difficult for two-wheelers and cars to travel. He added that a bus service
which was previously operating had been discontinued, and only after
representations to the MLA are two buses currently operating, that too with great
difficulty. He stated that school-going children are afraid due to crusher operations
and are therefore traveling to school in private vehicles. In this situation, if another
gravel quarry is permitted, it would become extremely difficult for the residents of
Mettu-theru and Mangalam areas to enter andv exit the village. He therefore
requested that officials conduct a direct site inspection before granting any
permission. He also stated that 40 personals have already submitted petitions
along with their Aadhaar numbers and requested that the same be duly examined

and appropriate action be taken on behalf of the village residents.
2. Thiru. Ramamoorthy, Mangalam Village:

Thiru. Ramamoorthy conveyed his greetings to the Sub collector, cheyyar



who presided over the meeting, to the District Environmental Officer, and to the
people of Mangalam Village. He stated that a quarry is already functioning in the
village and that due to the operations of the R.S.K. Crusher, the entire village is
covered in a cloud of dust. He mentioned that the people are already suffering as
permission had been granted for an earlier quarry, and that even the drinking
water appears white in colour. He further stated that if permission is granted for
this quarry, vibrations would cause cracks in the houses. He questioned whether
there is any legal provision to prevent the granting of such permission and asked
whether there is no section in the law under which permission can be denied. He
stated that they are requesting that permission éhould not be granted. He alleged
that politicians give money and ask for permission to be granted, and that officials
grant permission accordingly. He added that it is the general public who ultimately
suffer due to this. He asked, “We do not know what to do?; should we vacate the
village and leave?” He remarked that crushers may be established throughout the
village; politicians may need money, but can they eat money? Only if paddy is
cultivated can rice be eaten. He stated that this is how the current situation is

unfolding. He reiterated that permission should not be granted for this quarry.
3. Thiru. Damodharan, Mangalam Village:

Thiru. Damodharan stated that they have already submitted petitions to the
District Collector and the Tahsildar; however, no action has been taken so far. He
informed that a petition has been submitted again today. He pointed out that there
is not even a 10-meter distance between the proposed quarry site and the village
road. He stated that the area is a water catchment zone: where water is present
throughout, and questioned how permission could be granted for a quarry in such a
location? So, he requested that officials conduct a direct site inspection to examine
whether the location is éuitable for establishing a quarry? He emphasized that water
flows from that area to the lake and reiterated that it is a water catchment area,
urging officials to inspect the site in person. He stated, “If you intend to drive us out
of the village, then do so; we will leave.” He mentioned that when blasting takes

place in the quarry, houses experience vibrations. He also noted that there is a



cremation ground nearby and that due to poor road conditions, it is difficult to
approach. He added that the village road has already been damaged due to
permission granted earlier for a crusher unit. He stated that while they attempt to
stop the lorries during the night; but the lorries are being operated at night instead
of during the day. He further stated that despite repeatedly submitting petitions to
the Tahsildar, Revenue Department officials, and the District Collector, no action
has been taken to date. Nevertheless, lorries continue to operate during night
hours. He also mentioned that the same complaint that was submitted during the
direct grievance camp held at the Palli village is being resubmitted now, and yet no
action has been taken so far. He alleged that outsiders are expressing support for
the proposed quarry, whereas the villagers are submitting their Aadhaar cards to
register their opposition. He criticized that permission is being granted based on the

support expressed by outsiders. Finally, he requested that their petitions be

considered with due respect and that permission should not be granted for the

proposed quarry.
4. Thiru. Bhuvaneshwaran, Mangalam Village:

Thiru. Bhuvaneswaran stated that they are living in a very backward area,
consisting of only 20 houses, and that none of these 20 households has a stable
livelihood. He mentioned that they depend entirely on agriculture for their survival;
however, that agricultural land is being excavated. In such a situation, he
questioned where they a’re expected to find daily wage work and sustain their
lives. He further stated that all the residents are living below the poverty line. He
stated that quarry owners claim they will address the villagers’ grievances;
however, it is not the responsibility of quarry owners to resolve their issues, but

rather the responsibility of the Government. He added that if the Government

takes action, they would accept it. He remarked that if a solution is to be provided

at this meeting, then the meeting may proceed; otherwise, it may as well be
concluded. He stated that petitions have already been submitted to the District
Collector, but no solution has been provided so far. He said that when they

attempt to block the vehicles and protest, the police intervene and stop them. He
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questioned why the police are standing here? and asked whether they are
receiving money? He further asked what else the authorities intend to do if not
work for the welfare of the people? He stated that all the officials present belong to
Tiruvannamalai District and are aware of the developments in their area, and
questioned why no action has been taken despite this knowledge? He mentioned
that lorries are required to travel at a speed limit of 60 km per hour, but the road in
their village is not 500 feet wide and is in fact a narrow road. Despite this, lorries
travel at double the permitted speed. He pointed out that the road conditions are
poor. He stated that permission to operate quarries is being granted in the interest
of Government revenue, but emphasized that public safety and the safety of
school children must be prioritized. He remarked that planting 200 saplings is not
a significant matter. He stated that you (government officials) are granting
permission and they operating the quarry, but this is of no need for us. He
questioned that lorries shall halt for 10 minutes before moving on? and that some
drivers operate vehicles while talking on mobile phones. When questioned, “they
respond that they are on the phone”. He asked whether it is necessary to speak
on the phone while driving in that area? He further stated that multiple petitions
have been submitted to the Revenue Department officials, and video evidence has
also been sent to the Village Administrative Officer (VAO); however, no action has
been taken so far. He questioned whether the Government is functioning
properly? whether the District Collector is administering properly? or whether the
administration is being conducted after receiving money? He demanded that a
clear decision be given today. He added that petitions have already been
submitted and grievances have been voiced at this forum, but nothing has
happened. He asked whether the priority is the stone quarry or the general public?
stating that Government revenue may depend on quarry operations, but public
safety is essential. He stated that the speed limit for a lorry is only 60 km per hour,
and if they are able to drive within that limit, they may do so, but the safety of the
public must be ensured. He said that he was not asking for money and was not
asking for a job, but questioned whether the authorities could at least ensure food

for the people of their village. He stated that the existing agricultural lands have



b&en converted into stone quarries and questioned where the villagers should go
in such a situation. He added that either employment should be provided or food
should be ensured for the people. He mentioned that at least 200 lorries pass
through the area every day, and therefore the public must think carefully and act
responsibly. He emphasized that this is an issue concerning their livelihood, and
expressed his concern that if the situation continues like this, the ehtire
Tiruvannamalai district may be flattened by quarry activities within the next five
years. Finally, he stated that he was taking leave with the hope that the District

Collector would take an appropriate decision on this matter.

5. Thiru. K. Thanthoni, Pallimettu Nagar:

Thiru. K. Thanthoni stated that during the presentation, the project consultant
had mentioned that water would be sprinkled twice daily and that the roads would
be maintained. However, he questioned whether such measures alone would be
sufficient?. He pointed out that approximately 100 students pass through this area
every day to school and asked whether the crusher operations would be halted at
least for one hour while going to school time. He stated that in Mangalam Village,
around 20,000 tons of paddy are produced per agricultural season and questioned
whether the officials have conducted a direct field inspection?. He further stated
that if a crusher is established in the area, the water level in the wells would
decline and agricultural cultivation would not be possible. He asked, “Can all of
you work in crushers? Why should a crusher come here? If they asked to ‘come,’
why have you come? Can you abandon the agricultural lands and go work there
instead? He mentioned that officials had stated that pamphlets had been
circulated in the village and questioned whether such a campaign had actually
taken place? He added that earlier there were no crushers and children studied
peacefully. Now, crushers are being operated at night, and during the day, the
movement of lorries creates excessive noise. He stated that due to night-time
crusher operations, school students are facing difficulties in studying. He
expressed concern that if this situation continues, students will not be able to

pursue higher education and may ultimately be forced to work in the same
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crushers with spades in their hands. He requested that the officials present
conduct a direct inspection to determine how many agricultural lands surround
Mangalam Village? and whether they are cultivable lands or other types of land?
and only thereafter grant permission. He alleged that such verification is not being
carried out and that instead, a survey number is simply cited and a public hearing
is conducted for formality. Finally, he urged the public to consider that their future
generations will have to live in this place and to collectively record their opposition

by stating “No to the Quarry.”
6. Tmt. Shantha, Mangalathumedu:

Tmt. Shantha stated that they are facing severe impacts. She mentioned that
lorries coming and going on three sides of their area and that they are unable to
sleep peacefully at n‘ight. She stated that there are small children in her house,
including two children who are speech-impaired, andv that they too are unable to
sleep and are suffering greatly due to the continuous movement of lorries
throughout the night. She questioned how they are expected to live under such
circumstances. She further stated that water is not being sprinkled properly and
that dust spreads heavily in the area. Therefore, she requested that officials
should visit their houses in person and inspect the situation before granting
permission. She also stated that lorry drivers do not operate their vehicles
responsibly; they drive at high speeds and even while talking on mobile phones
and brushing their teeth. She added that they do not slow down even when
children are walking on the road. She mentioned that two months ago, a lorry
driver drove in such a manner that a small child was almost run over, and despite
her shouting, the driver did not respond. Therefore, she requested that officials
visit their village directly, assess the situation, and grant permission only after
proper inspection. She also urged that appropriate measures be taken to control

the speed of lorries.

After that, no representation continued from the public for providing

comments.



+ As no members of the public came forward to continue expressing their views,
“the Sub Collector, Cheyyar Division, Tiruvannamalai, directed that the public hearing
meeting be concluded, and accordingly, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil

Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai declared that the public hearing meeting

had concluded.

Furthermore, regarding the proposed M/s. MSH Blue Metal, Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry Project, a total of 23 written petitions were received from the public, while
no petitions were received directly or via email at the office of the District Environmental

Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai.

List of public attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs, Pen
Drive and CD recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing are enclosed

herewith.

it e SIS Jag
District Environmental Engineer,

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai. '
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