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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

 MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE BY A.A. KUMARESAN ROUGH STONE AND
GRAVEL QUARRY — IN CLUSTER FOR THE PROPOSED QUARRY PROJECT OF
2.62.0 HECTARE LOCATED AT S.F. NOS. 376/1B, 2, 375/10, 375/11, 375/12, 375/13,
375/14, 375/15 & 375/16 MORATTUPALAYAM VILLAGE, UTHUKKULI TALUK,
TIRUPPUR DISTRICT, TAMILNADU STATE, HELD ON 24.06.2025 AT 10.30 AM IN
THATHAIYAN KOVIL THIRUMANA MANDABAM, KAVUNDAMPALAYAM VILLAGE,
UTHUKKULI TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT

PROJECT NAME:

M/s. A.AA. Kumaresan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, over an extent of 2.62.0 Ha
located at SF NO. 376/1B, 2, 375/10, 375/11, 375/12, 375/13, 375/14, 375/15 & 375/16
at Morattupalayam Village, Uthukuli Taluk, Tiruppur District.

PARTICIPANTS:

1 | Thiru. KMohanasundaram . | Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tiruppur.
2. | Thiru. S. Bharathiraja . | District Environmental Engineer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruppur North

3. | Dr. P. Ramesh . | Assistant Environmental Engineer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruppur North
4. | Thiruu M.AM. Mannar Thippu | : | Assistant Engineer
Sulthan Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North
5. | Thiru. T. Shankaranarayanan . | Assistant Engineer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North

6. | Proprietor : | M/s. A.A. Kumaresan Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry

7. | Thiru. M. Sheik Nawaz : | Project Consultant

Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions,

Salem, Tamil Nadu

8. | Public : | 123  Persons. (Attendance  register

enclosed) vide Annuxer -l




District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
North:

The District Environmental Engineer (DEE), Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruppur North welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur, who presided
over the public hearing as well as the, environmental activists, other government
officials, police officials, rough stone and gravel quarry owners and general public who
had gathered to register their views. He extended a warm welcome to all on behalf of
the District Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

The DEEremphasized that, as per the Environmental Impact Assessment
Notification 2006, issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), Government of India, prior Environmental Clearance is required for eight
types of projects listed in the notification. Some of these projects must conduct public
hearing before receiving clearance. Accordingly, M/s. AA. Kuma Rough Stone and
Gravel quarry over an extent of 2.62.00 hectare area has applied for prior
Environmental Clearance, to the State Level Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA), Chennai and this public hearing was convened in connection with

their applications.

The DEE, TNPCB, Tiruppur North, also stated that a public notice regarding
the conduct of this publiq hearing had already been published 30 days in advance, i.e.,
on 13.05.2025 in the daily newspapers “Dina Thanthi” and “The New Indian Express” ..
In addition, announcements regarding the public hearing were already made through

posters and distribution of pamphlets in Morattupalayam and surrounding areas.

He further informed that the project consultant would present the details of the
project and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) through a PowerPoint
presentation on behalf of the proprietor of the M/s. AA Kumaresan Rough Stone &
Gravel Quarry. After the presentation, the public and environmental volunteers would be
allowed to express their views about the project either in writing or orally. The entire
proceedings of this public hearing will be audio and video recorded and submitted to the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority for further action. ‘DEE, also,
requested that those registering their views orally shall mention their name, address and
than to register only comments related to this stone quarry. Following these remarks,
the DEE, TNPCB, Tiruppur North, requested the Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur to
preside over this public hearing.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur:

The RDO, Tiruppur greeted everyone who had gathered for the public hearing of
the proposed M/s. A.A. Kumaresan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry located in S.F. No.
376/1B, 376/2, 375/10, 375/11, 375/12, 375113, 375/14, 375/15 & 375/16,
Morattupalayam Village, Uthukuli Taluk, Tiruppur District. He requested them to express



their views only about this stone quarry as stated by the District Environmental Engineer
and then inaugurated the public hearing.

Project Consultant, GeoExploration and Mining Solutions, Salem, Tamil Nadu:

He welcomed the gathered for the public hearing meeting and explained the

details of the project as mentioned below
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14.
19.
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Introduction of the project

Location Map of the project area

Satellite Image of project area for a radius of 500m.

Availability of source and product details |

Current quarry details within a 500m radius

Location map within 10 Km Radius

Land classification around 10 Km radius.

Baseline Data

Google map view of Soil sample & Water samples collected locations
Google map view of Air Quality monitored locations

Results of Air Sample Analysis

Google map view of Ambient Noise level monitored locations
Results of Ambient Noise level monitored

Expected Environmental Impact anc Mitigation Measures
Environmental Impact Assessment.

Expected Environmental Noise Impzzt and Mitigation Measures
Advantage of the project

Conclusion

A copy of power point presentation is also enclosed vide Annuxer — |

Following this, the Districf Environmental Engineer (DEE), Tamil Nadu Pollution

Control Board (TNPCB), Tiruppur North, requested the public and environmental

activists to register their views on the establishment of this quarry.

Accordingly, the public expressed their following views.

1. Thiru. Govindasamy, Meat_‘ku Thottam, Sembavallam

He stated that the crusher is located close to his farm. The frequent blasting

causes excessive smoke and vibrations in nearby houses. Despite filing several

complaint petitions about this issue, no action has been taken by the concern

authorities. He further alleged that the quarry operators have been providing false

information in order to obtain and operate with official permission. Even though

petitions have been submitted mulitiple times during farmers' grievance meetings at

the Collector's office, no official has taken any action or conducted on-site

inspections. Also he added that his family has been involved in farming and rearing

livestock for generations.” Due to the quarry operations, many farmers in



Morattupalayam have been severely affected. The reports currently submitted are -
false, yet permission is being granted based on them without proper investigation.
He insisted that authorities should conduct field inspections near the houses and
farms, collect feedback from local residents, and take appropriate action based on

their findings.

. Thiru. Hariharasudan, N.R.K. Puram, Velliyampalayam

He stated that this quarry provides employment opportunities to several lakhs
of people and plays a significant role in the nation's development by continuously
supplying essential materials for infrastructure projects. Therefore, he requested that
permission be granted to continue this quarry by adhering to the rules and
regulations laid down by the government. He also emphasized that this industry has
provided livelihood for generations—aver 50, 60, and even 70 years—and sought
appropriate protection for those who have been engaged in this work for such a long
time. At the same time, he urged authorities to consider the views of those with
opposing opinions before granting permission. Furthermore, he assured that all
cooperation will be extended to opérate the quarry strictly in accordance with
government regulations and that they are fully prepared to run the business lawfully

and responsibly.

. Thiru, Somasundaram, Morattupalayam

He mentioned that he owns a lorry and is supplying crushed stones (jalli) to
everyone through his vehicle. Crushea stones required for all construction purposes
including government contractors and schools are being sourced from this quarry.
He stated that Mr. Kumaresan is carrying out this business in a safe manner without
causing any disturbance to anyone and requested that the operation be allowed to
continue accordingly.

. Thiru. E.M. Sivasamy, Tamil Nadu Farmers Protection Association, Sivanmalai

He stated that, according to regulations, there should not be any residential
houses within 300 meters from a quarry site. However, in the case of this quarry,
numerous houses and residential plots are located well within the 300-meter radius.
Furthermore, as per legal guidelines, drinking water sources such as borewells and
open wells must not exist within 50 meters of a quarry. Yet, in this instance, such
sources are present within that restricted zone. He clarified that there is no objection
to conducting business in an environmentally responsible manner, but expressed
concern that the current operations are harmful to the environment. These activities
negatively impact not only the local population but also birds, livestock, and
biodiversity in general.

He emphasized that none of the existing quarries, including this one, have
established the mandatory green belt zone. If such a green belt had been created in
Morattupalayam, the area would have become a gfove today. He challenged the
authorities to inspect any quarry at any time and verify whether a green belt exists in

atleast one of them.



He also pointed out that, although operators claim to detonate explosives
between 1 and 2 PM, in reality, the blasts occur after 5 PM. The sound from these
explosions travels up to 10 kilometers. They do not use NONEL explosives, so the
explosions here are highly disruptive. He strongly asserted that this location is not
suitable for establishing a quarry, especially as there are houses, house layouts, and
drinking water sources such as borewells and open wells nearby. Therefore, he
urged the authorities to conduct a proper inspection and take appropriate action.

. Thiru. Loganathan, Morattupalayam '

He stated that the livelihood of the people in Morattupalayam and the
surrounding 7 to 8 villages is largely dependent on this quarry. From the time of their
forefathers, their primary dccupation has been the production of grinding stones
such as aattukkal, ammikallu, and traditional grinder stones used in households. He
further emphasized that granting permission for this quarry would greatly support
their traditional trade. Furthermore, Thiru. Kumaresan has applied for permission by
submitting all legal documents to further strengthen this business. On behalf of the
community, he expressed that they have no objection to the quarry license being
granted.

. Thiru. Raj, Velliyampalayam

He stated that the livelihood of people in nearly 10 surrounding villages is
entirely dependent on this quarry. Without it, resideﬁts would be forced to migrate to
other regions, like people from North Indizé,'in search of work. He further emphasized
that the crusher has not caused any adverse impact to anyone in the neighboring
villages. On the contrary, if this crusher ceases to operate, the livelihood of people in
all 10 nearby villages would be severely affected. Therefore, he strongly urged that
permission must be granted for this crusher to continue functioning. While a few
individuals may claim that the crusher causes negative effects, the reality is that
without this crusher, the very survival of these 10 villages would be at risk.

. Thiru. Balasubramani, Aruljothi Nagar, Velliyampalayam

He humbly stated that they have been relying on this stone quarrying industry
since their childhood for their livelihood. Therefore, he earnestly appealed to the
authorities to support the continuation and growth of this quarry business without
causing any hindrance to their means of li\)elihood.

. Thiru. Kanthasamy, Velliyampalayam

He stated that, as Mr. A.A. Kumaresan has applied for quarry approval, this
public hearing is being held. For many years, permission has been granted with the
condition that operations must be conducted without causing harm to the public or
agricultural lands. Crusher operators also operate by following those guidelines, so
he stated that permission can be granted for the quarry requested by Thiru.

Kumaresan.



9. Thiru. Sekar, Kangeyam

A government contractor from Tiruppur district stated that Mr. AA.
Kumaresan has been a close friend for about 25 years. His father has been in the
quarry business since 1980, and Mr. Kumaresan has continued it for the past 25
years. He runs the business in strict adherence to government rules and serves as a
model for the entire Tiruppur district. Now, he is seeking permission for an additional
quarry nearby, and permission may be generously granted. The well-regulated
operations of his existing quarry, which has not received any complaints, stand as
proof of his responsible management. Granting permission for this quarry will
support the development projects of the Tiruppur Corporation and provide
employment to nearby villagers. Therefore, he respectfully urged the authorities to
grant the permission without opposition.

10.Thiru. N. Prabhu, Panchayat President, Morattupalayam

He stated that, this public hearing is being held for Thiru. Kumaresan new
quarry. As far as our area is concerned, quarrying has been done for 100-200 years.
Only this area is suitable for this business. Recently, arrangements were made to
dump unwanted waste from Tiruppur into the abandoned quarry in this area and 4-5
villagers together stopped it. Similarly, if there is a real problem for the public, we will
not allow any business to operate. This quarry business has been doing on for
years. He also stated that permission should be granted for this quarry after seeking
the opinion of the public in the 7 surrounding villages.

Furthermore, as this quarry is in Morattupalayam, many businesses like petty
shops, tea stalls, chicken shops, and grocery shops are developing, and the
economic growth of this village is also ircreasing. He has also served as president in
this area for 5 years. Around 7-8 crores have come to the panchayat as mineral
funds. With this, many works have been done. Through this, we have built schools,
compound wall for schools, tar roads, and cement roads. We have done many such
works. Also, we are not against the environment; we are also from farming families
and raise goats and cattle. It is wrong to generally say and creating such an
impression that all quarries are bad, and quarry owners and crusher owners are
deceivers and thieves. They also face many problems. Initially, ten years ago, there
were 40 quarries in our area; currently, only 15 quarries are operating with permits.
This is because the Government of Tamil Nadu has enacted many laws and banned
quarries that cause environmental damage. From then on, only quarries that are
100% complies the rule are granted permits. In that regard, Thiru. Kumaresan, as
the president of the quarry association, immediately comes to the spot and provides
a solution even if there is any problem in other quarries. Furthermore, he has
personally constructed and donated an auditorium for the Morattupalayam
Government Higher Secondary School at a cost of 20 lakhs, which is very beneficial
to the students of that school. He has also renovated the Uthukuli police station
without altering its old structure by allocating about 10 lakh rupees. Not only that, he

has also said that he will install CCTV cameras worth 2 lakhs for the government
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school. Moreover, he is making arrangements for everyone to collectively purchase
equipment worth 10 to 40 lakhs required for cancer treatment at the Uthukuli
Government Hospital. In this way, not only him but also other crusher owners like
M/s. Sivasakthi Sekar have built a stage and a school compound wall for the
Thimmanayakanpalayam Government School. M/s. Jyothi Crusher Prabhu has built
2 toilets for the use of girl students at Thinﬁmanayakanpalayam Government School.
Similarly, M/s. Amman Crusher Jyothi has put up a roof for the school.

Not only that, the Morattupalayam Government Primary Health Center had no
roof and no drinking water facility for a long time. For that, Thiru. Kumaresan built a
water tank at a cost of 1 lakh rupees and provided drinking water facility for pregnant
women visiting the health center. Even though the government provides welfare
schemes, our needs are not fully met. When crushers like this operate, we receive
assistance through them, and our needs are met. Keeping this in mind, he requested
that permission be granted for this quarry.

Following this, he also requested that opinions should be sought only from the
general public of the 7 villages surrounding Morattupalayam for granting crusher
permits there. Currently, people from various regions like Tiruppur, Coimbatore, and
Kangeyam are coming and taking the law into their own hands, saying that
permission should not be granted. Furthermore, they say that permission should not
be granted for any one quarry. He also requested that if there is a quarry, opinions
should be properly sought only from the general public of the surrounding villages
and farmers who own nearby gardens and farmlands, and only those opinions
should be considered. The Panchayat receives income through this quarry. 75% of
the revenue comes to the Panchayat, and 25% goes to the district, thus developing
all areas. If the quarry operations are Stopped, there will not be sufficient funds.
Even if the Tamil Nadu government allocates funds, we can develop our village only
through such mineral funds. Therefore, he requested that permission be granted to
Thiru. Kumaresan quarry in accordance with the rules and regulations.

Thiru. Easwaramoorthy, Uthukuli

He stated that, | am working as a Contractor in Uthukuli Union office. We buy
gravel and other materials from this area. As far as | know, the quarry has been
operating in this area for almost 50-60 years. The quarry products are available at a
lower price here than in all other places. Apart from this, one has to go to Muthur
and Vellakovil areas to get quarry products. But since it is crushed nearby, we buy
all construction materials nearby. Moreover, they are operating in accordance with
government rules and regulations. From this area, grinding stones and traditional
grinding stones have been supplied to other areas for 50 years. There are no
problems with this quarry. However, it is better to operate it safely for the
environment after listening to and resolving any complaints from nearby residents.
Accordingly, he requested that permission be granted to M/s. Kumaresan quarry in

accordance with government rules and regulations.



12.Thiru. Gowreeswaran, Tamil Nadu Farmers Protection Association

He stated that, everyone present here says that farmers' associations and
other organizations are acting against this business and its related development
projects. They also say that they are operating only in accordance with government
rules and regulations. Now, everyone including all officials present in this meeting,
look at the road and please check, does any vehicle go with cover of a tarpaulin? If
100 vehicles go, can you show even one vehicle going with a tarpaulin? Will any
crusher owners give a written statement for that? This is like hiding a whole pumpkin
in a bowl of rice. If the quarry is operated properly, there is no need for anyone to
question it; we are questioning because it is not being operated properly. We are not
saying that we don't want any of the development projects mentioned now.
Furthermore, you are saying that with that fund only you are running the panchayat,
then how other panchayats are constructed roads, water pipes, and tanks.
Therefore, our demand is to do it properly.

Further, he stated, if we go and measure the quarry now, will all the document
records be correct? Also, are all quarry owners ready to sign and say that everything
is correct? Are you blasting only from 1 PM to 2 PM at the quarry? Are you not
blasting at other times? Or is that blasting sound not heard by anyone? Is anyone
ready to give a written statement that they are not blasting like that? So, stop this act
of hiding the whole pumpkin in a bow! of rice and properly follow the orders given by
the government. Officials should monitor properly more than quarry owners. If
officials monitor properly, this meeting would not even be necessary. Therefore, he
requested that this quarry be operated by following government rules and
regulations and after inspection by offic:als.

13.Thiru. V.M. Annadurai, Velliyampalayam

He stated that, when granting permission for a quarry, it is fulfilling only when
the public in that area are met, their grievances are heard, and then permission is
granted. This industry has been running on 100 years. | am 55 years old, and | saw
this stone quarry as soon as | was born. Even today, this stone quarry causes no
disturbance. This quarry provides livelihood for lakhs of families. Furthermore,
opinions should be sought from the public in nearby areas, i.e., A. Periyapalayam
and Morattupalayam villages, where the quarry is located. If you call people from 50
kilometers, 100 kilometers away to seek their opinio-ns, it affects the laborers here.
This affects lakhs of stone crushing laborers, construction laborers, and those
running idli and tea shops on the road. Our livelihood is depents this crusher
business. Earlier, the eyes couldn't be opened during smoke comes with the
explosion, but in modern times, crushers are grindé with water. Also, even if the
explosion, the stone does not scatter, the technology has grown to that extent. Such
a business cannot be done anywhere else. Furthermore, it can only be done in A.
Periyapalayam, S. Periyapalayam, and Morattupalayam, which are within 10
kilometers of Tiruppur. If this is also stopped, there will be no way for the laborers

here to live. They will have to go to other states like North Indians. Therefore, no one
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should spoil our business. Because the people here are doing this business as a
family tradition. He said that permission should be granted for this business of
making grinding stones, traditional grinding stones, and idols, which are growing like
gold, and steps should be taken to help it grow further.

14.Thiru. O.P. Duraisamy, Former Village Administrative Officer, Morattupalayam

In response to certain questions raised in a press release issued by Mr. R.S.
Mugilan and others regarding this public hearing meeting, the following replies were
given.

In a three-page press release issued by Mr. R.S. Mugilan and others
regarding this public conéultation meeting, only one specific point mention was made
about this particular quarry.‘ While the rerort broadly discusses concerns that social
activists face threats to their lives when raising issues of regulatory violations in
quarries across Tamil Nadu, it contains ohly a single point concerning this quarry—
namely, the alleged presence of residential dwellings within 300 meters. However, it
was firmly stated that, to the best of their knowledge, when the application for this
quarry was submitted, a land survey had already been conducted, and there were
no approved houses or house plots within 300 meters of the proposed site. This
point was clearly emphasized. Furthermore, it was clarified that a quarry does not
emit harmful waste or pollutants. Regardless of how deep the excavation goes, there
is no discharge of toxic waste. Unlike industries such as leather tanning, quarrying is
not an environmentally hazardous activity.

Also, their demand was that revenue department officials and others had
given a false report by hiding the fact that there are residential areas within 300
meters. But he certainly stated that it is not so. Regarding the blasting operations, it
was explained that blasting is conducted 6nly during specific time intervals and only
after proper warnings and safety precautions. The public or authorities are welcome
to inspect these procedures at any time. Additionally, it was stated that if any
regulatory violations are observed, proper complaints can be filed, and necessary
action will be taken. |

15.Thiru. K.S. Thirugnanasambandam, Chief Coordinator, Noyyal Farmers
Protection Association, Somanur

The esteemed Re\}enue Divisional Officer and District Environmental
Engineer are aware of the extent to which the Noyyal River area, which includes this
region as well as Coimbatore, Tiruppur, Erode, and Karur, is being degraded and
polluted. Due to the quarry, the environment of our district and region is greatly
affected. The basic natural social environment has been affected. That is why
farmers are protesting; no one has invited them. Because they are affected and
threatened in various places. Do not consider those who express opinions against
the quarry as enemies or adversaries. Everyone belongs to this land and all are
having all the qualifications. Therefore, those expressing opinions should first please
speak correctly. The opinions you are expressing are valid, and at the same time,

the affected farmers have come to our organization to register their concerns. Based
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on that, we are participating in this public hearing to express our views in order to
protect the welfare of the farmers we represent, as well as nature and the
environment. Do not view those expressing their opinions here in a negative light or
with hostility. If your perspective is like that, please change it. Furthermore, the
Divisional Officer knows well how much we are struggling. Is progress in
infrastructure necessary when a situation is being destroyed in the name of
evolutionary development? The quarry owner is aware of the state of the
environment around the world from his perspective, including the condition of water
and air. Accordingly, we wish to express our concerns based on the information
received, which suggests that farming fam-ilies residing near the quarry have been
adversely affected.

Respected Revenue Divisional Officer and District Environmental Engineer,
this quarry operates under the framework of the Indian Constitution. Based on that,
the quarry has been granted a license, and our nation itself functions within that
constitutional framework. In such a context, the Indian Constitution mandates }that
any public hearing related to the quarry must be conducted in accordance with the
relevant rules and regulations. Furthermore, regardless of who is involved, the
Indian Constitution, the criteria specified in the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, and
the environmental protection laws all emphasize that no basic living organisms,
human life, or water bodies should be harmed in any manner. Due to the violation of
these principles, a situation has now arisen where ;[he Kongu region is facing the
threat of environmental destruction. Water bodies that were once connected to the
Noyyal River have been destroyed, leading to various problems. In addition, in
violation of legal provisions, natural géological water streams that flow into the
quarry are being cut and diverted, contributing to the degradation of the Noyyal
River, which flows from Coimbatore to the Cauvery River. Today, industrial waste,
residential sewage from apartment complexes, and waste from local bodies are all
flowing into the river. Moreover, near the quarry site, there are agricultural lands,
farmers' residences, and a natural water stream. According to the Minor Mineral
Rules, there must be a minimum buffer distance of 50 meters between a quarry and
a water stream. However, that regulation has not been followed in this case.
Furthermore, the Google Map provided in the project report submitted by the quarry
operators shows discrepancies compared to the actual ground reality. Therefore,
water streams and the natural environment must be protected in accordance with

legal and environmental standards.

Furthermore, He stated that, there are approved houses, residential plots,
wells, and electricity connections located near this 'quarry. All of these are not in
compliance with the Minor Mineral Concession Rules. Therefore, this report stands
in violation of the Environmental Protection Act. In such a case, this quarry cannot
legally be granted permission either under the Minor Mineral Rules or under the

Environmental Protection Regulations. These violations are evident in both the
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project report submitted by the quarfy operators and the Google Maps they have
provided. Furthermore, the Village Administrative Officer (VAO) has given a false
report stating that there are Jno houses or water streams within a 300-meter radius of
the quarry. Therefore, legal action should be taken against him in accordance With
the law. Fundamentally, it is the VAO'’s mfsconduct that leads to conflict and hostility
between the quarry owners and the farmers. When individuals who have entered
government service through the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission (TNPSC)
behave in such a manner, it is completely unacceptable. Appropriate legal action
must be taken against them.

Not only that, but based on the points | have already mentioned, everything
related to this quarry is in violation of legal and regulatory frameworks. Furthermore,
explosives are being detonated at 6 AM, outside of the permitted time period, which
is a clear violation of the law. This matter must be taken seriously by the Revenue
Divisional Officer and the District Environmental Engineer. All operations must be
conducted strictly in accordance with the law. Regardless of who the quarry owner
is, we are prepared to support them only if they operate within the boundaries of the
law. However, if permission is granted to this quarry under the guise of “evolutionary
development” while violating the law; destroying farmland, and harming the
livelihoods of farmers, it will lead to the degradation of the natural environment and
agriculture. This, in turn, would create a situation where we are forced to protect the
country from environmental collapse. It is precisely on such a basis that a major
environmental crisis occurred in Wayanad, Kerala.

Similarly, in every place, perm}ssion is obtained by using power and
influence. It is unclear on what basis the village administrative officers gave their
reports. Therefore, it was firmly emphasized that the approach must be changed
immediately, and that this quarry should not and legally cannot be granted approval
under any circumstances, as it violates the legal provisions.

Respected Revenue Divisional Officer, we have officially submitted all our
petitions in documented form, and we have also attached the project report provided by the
quarry operators along with this submission. Therefore, we earnestly request that the
use of explosives and the acts of intimidation against nearby farmers, driven by
hostility, be immediately stopped. Moreover, if the rights and safety of the farmers
are not protected, it is certain that evéryone will ultimately be affected. We fully
acknowledge that development is necessary, and there is no disagreement on that
point. If everything is done in accordance with the law, we have no objection to
granting permission. However, in this case, from the blasting operations to the
flowing of natural water streams, everything is being carried out in violation of the

law.

Therefore, we have submitted -petitions based on the documents they
provided, and all the details are fully stated in those petitions. Accordingly, we have

also officially recorded all our submitted petitions as part of the documentation.
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Based on this, it must be examined in accordance with the legal framework, whether
the operations of this quarry violate the Minor Mineral Rules, specified criteria, social
and environmental norms, and whether they infringe upon the fundamental rights of
human life and livelihood. Furthermore, we intend tc; record all related opinions and
submit them once again to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA).
All of this must be conducted strictly according to legal procedures. Hence, it was
clearly stated that permission for this quarry cannot and should not be granted under
the law. :

Furthermore, Mr. K.S. Thirugnanasambandham, in continuation of the
statement given by Mr. Senthil Kumar from Pallavarayanpalayam, recorded the
following additional remarks.

Due to environmental degradation in our district, a significant number of
people from children to the elderly have been severely affected by cancer. In
addition, the general public is suffering from respiratory issues and infertility-related
problems. As a result, people from Coimbatore, Tiruppur, and Erode districts have
been affected, leading to the establishment of cancer hospitals in these regions.
With regard to M sand, we have repeatedly stated in every meeting that we are
ready to import sand to India from foreign countries. If such imports are permitted,
the Kongu region and our state can be safeguarded from these environmental
issues, as the impbrted sand is cleaner and can be brought in at a lower cost.
Therefore, we request the government to consider and take appropriate action to
enable such imports.

16.Mr. Karuppusamy, Coordinator, Noyyal Valam Meettuppu lyakkam (Noyyal
Resource Recovery Movement): o

Mr. Karuppusamy, Coordinator of the Noyyal Valam Meettuppu lyakkam, -
warned that if permission is granted for Mr. Kumaresan's stone quarry through this
public hearing meeting by disregarding even a small rule against legal regulations,
all officials, including the District Collector who granted permission, will have to go to
jail. He further challenged the claim that this crusher doés not cause any harm to nearby
villages. In Tiruppur district, the Nanjaraayan Lake, which is as large as a dam and fed by a
tributary of the Noyyal River called the Nallaru, spans over 400 acres. This lake serves as a
groundwater source for around 15 panchayats in the Uthukuli region. Due to unregulated
deep excavation carried out without following government rules, all groundwater
sources in the region have been disrupted, severely impacting the water table
across these 15 villages. Hence, if permission is granted for Kumaresan's quarry by
violating legal provisions, he reiterated with a warning that all responsible officials,
including the District Collector, could face imprisonment.

He further stated, "You claim that people are coming from beyond 10 and 20
kilometers—if that is the case, then why don’t you sell the material within your own
village? Why are you transporting it all the way to Kangeyam for sale?" He pointed
out that due to your previous violations, the groundwater table in the villages of

Velampalayam, Seravelampalayam, and Naduvelampalayam has already been
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affected. He strongly reiterated that if government officials continue to support such
unlawful activities, and allow these mistakes to persist, all responsible officials will
inevitably face imprisonment.

17.Mr. Senthil Kumar, Pallavarayampalayam

He stated that, | was born and rais'ed in Govindampalayam. Later, | moved to
my native village, Pallavarayanpalayam. As an example, a material must be sourced
from where it naturally exists in order to use it. Since 1950, many laws and
regulations have been introduced. But éven before that, as early as 1853, stones
were quarried in this area during the construction of the railway tracks. This is
supported by substantial evidence, including carbon dating results. Since river sand
extraction is now restricted by law, M-sard must be used as an alternative to meet
construction needs, which inherently requires stone crushing from at least one
source. We cannot construct buildings using sea sand instead of river sand or M-
sand. Even if we do, we wduldn’t be able to sleep peacefully in such homes.

| have known about this quarry since my childhood. It has always been
operated in accordance with legal and regulatory frameworks. In fact, during a
previous High Court case related to the quarry, the court acknowledged that the
operations were being conducted as per government regulations, based on the way
the individual managed the quarry and the evidence provided. There is no room for
differing opinions on this matter. Moreover, he has done a lot of good for the public.
He made one humble request to the Noyyal River Protection Movement In our
village, Pallavarayanpalayam, the bunds of the village pond are being deliberately
breached to prevent rainwater from being stored. We should all unite to prevent this
from happening. | am ready to extent my support in this regard. Also he said that
along with the local public of that area he is also supporting for the quarry
establishment.

18.Mr. Govindaraj, Morattuppalayam ,

A resident from Morattupalayam shared that he operates a tractor in that
region. He stated that when they go to Mr. Kumaresan’s crusher for loading, they are
generously provided with 10 to 20 loads without any issue. Furthermore, he noted
that water is regularly sprayed on the roads leading to the crusher at 8 AM, 12 PM,
and 3 PM daily, to control dust and maintain the environment. He emphasized that
everything is being conducted in accordance with legal and regulatory standards and
respectfully requested that permission be granted to this quarry.

19.Mr. Senthil Kumar, Morattuppalayam

A landowner from Morattupalayam village stated that he owns agricultural
lands near the quarry, specifically in survey numbers 219, 217, and 216. He
cultivates coconut trees and raises goats and cattle on his farm. Additionally, both an
open well and a borewell are available as sources of water. He affirmed that the
presence of the quarry nearby has not caused any negative impact or water scarcity
in the area. Therefore, he respectfully requested that Mf. Kumaresan be granted

- permission to operate the quarry in accordance with legal and regulatory provisions.
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20.Mr. Suresh, Morattuppalayam

21

He stated that many families depend on this crusher for their livelihood.
Therefore, he respectfully requested that permission be granted for the operation of

this crusher.

.Mr. Thangavel, Morattuppalayam

In Morattupalayam, the crusher industry had been operating successfully for
many years. However, over the past five years, the operations have been held in
abeyance due to the policy éurrounding permit renewals. Relying on this industry,
thousands of people from various villages had secured employment in the
Morattupalayam region. Today, they are suffering from severe hardship and poverty
due to the disruption of this livelihood.

Therefore, he requested that permission be Qranted to resume the crusher
operations in Morattupalayam so that the industry can once again flourish. He further
stated that the surrounding businesses—such as tea shops and hotels—which had
once thrived alongside the stone crusher industry, have also declined over the past
five years. As a result, all the workers dependent on this industry are now struggling
without employment. Hence, on behalf of the local residents, he earnestly requested
that permission be granted for the continuation of the stone quarrying and crusher

operations.

22.Mr. Annakkodi, sedarpalayam

She stated that, we are daily wage laborers who have worked in this quarry
earning even as little as one rupee per day. For the past two years, we have been
left without work and are confined to our homes without income. We humbly request

that employment opportunities be created for us once again.

23.Mr. S.M. Sakthi Kesavan, Sedarpalayam

Mr. Kumaresan, who applied for permission for the quarry, is known for his
nationalistic thinking and patriotic values. He had actively participated in various
social service initiatives and has carried out several commendable activities. It is
therefore stated that the Government of Tamil Nadu may consider granting him
permission for the quarry, in accordance with the state's legal and regulatory

framework

24.Mr. Karuppan, Morattuppalayam

This public hearing is being conducted to consider granting permission for the
stone quarry. Granting approval to commence the quarry in accordance with
government laws and regulations would be appropriate. It is not only about
generating income — there are also issues such as blasting and smoke emissions.
However, considering that thousands of workers aré currently unemployed, it was
requested that the government may grant permission for the quarry, strictly in line

with legal provisions, to avoid further complications."
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25.Mr. Inbasekaran, Arakkonam

The government is greatly encouraging stone and sand quarries, which in
turn provide employment opportunities for the public and increase the state's tax
revenue. Therefore, on behalf of the general public, it was requested that the District
Environmental Engineer and the Revenue Divisional Officer immediately set aside
any obstacles and grant permission for this quarry without delay.

Furthermore, members affiliated with the 'Pasumai Padai' organization have
opposed granting permission for this quarry. But who are they? are they some kind
of gods? In three public hearings | attended, one person spoke for three hours
straight, then how are others supposed to share their views? We have seen many

organizations like 'Pasumai.Padai.' So, h= was requested that everyone should limit
their comments to 10 minutes.

26.Mr. Kandasamy, Sedarpalayam
He stated that he has been engaged in the stone quarrying business for the
past 65 years. Therefore, he requested that the authorities grant permission for this
quarry operation in accordance witvh the law, for the economic development and
industrial growth of the village
CONCLUSION:
Finally, the public was informed by the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Boérd, Tiruppur North, to submit their written petitions to the
Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur, and the public hearing meeting was thereby
declared concluded.

A total of twenty petitions were received from the public during the hearing
concerning the proposed ~quarrying of M/s. A.A. Kumaresan Rough Stone and
Gravel Quarry, over an extend of 2.62.00 hectares in SF Nos. 376/1B, 2, 375/10,
37511, 375/12, 375/13, 375/14, 375/15, 375/16 in Morattuppalayam village,
Uthukuli Taluk, Tiruppur District, which are enclosed herewith vide Annexure -lII.

Additionally, the list of participants (122 persons) of the aforementioned
public hearing meeting, along with a video CD recording of the proceedings, and a
pendrive containing the video, audio, and photographs, are also enclosed herewith
vide Annexure -IV.

District %onmental Engmeer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.

"Enclosures:

1. Attendance register of those who participated in the public hearing meeting.
2. Copy of the power point presentation.

3. Petitions received from public — 20 Nos

4. The Video CDs recording of the proceedings during the public hearing.
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