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- TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeti‘ng‘ for _the Proposéd project of M/s. M.
Kumaravadivel Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry located at S.F.Nos. 775/1D, 775/1E (Part)

& 807/2A (Part), Anjur Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District over an Extent of 1.72.0
" Hectares held on 25.08.2026 at 11.00 A.M in Mls. S.K.Subramani Valaagam (Temporary
shed), SF No. 569 A, Kangeyam-Kodumudi Road, Rengasamy Kovil Stop,
Kolanthapalayam, Anjur Village, PUgaIurTaIuk, Karur District.

Participants:

1. Thiru. G. Vimalraj,
District Revenue Officer,
Karur.

2. Er. C. Tholkappiyan,
District Environmental Engineer,
‘Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Karur. |

3. The Public - (as per annexure)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur:

The District Environmental Engineer, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
~ Board, has welcomed all who have gathered to'participate in the Public Hearing meeting for
- the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry project owned by Thiru. M. Kumaravadivel over

an extent of 1.72.0 hectares in SF Nos. 775/1D, 775/1E and 807/2A, Pugalur Taluk, Karur
District. | '

‘At the outset, he welcomed the District Revenue Officer, who is presiding over and
conducting the Public Hearing. He also welcomed all the members, the public, environmental
activists and other stakeholders who have assembled in the meeting to express their views
and opinions regarding the above probosed project. Further, he welcomed all the officials from
various Government Departments, memberé of the press, media representatives and all other
dignitaries who were present in the meeting.

As per the provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006,
conducting a Public Hearing is an essential part to obtain Environmental clearance. As
prescribed under the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006, the Project
Proponent will give a detailed presentation regarding the proposed project. The presentation
will cover the nature and activities of the project, as well as the likely environmental impacts,
including air pollution, noise pollution and water pollution, if any, that may arise due to the
project. The Project Proponent willy_also explain the various measures and procedures
proposed to be implemented for preventing, controlling and mitvigating such environmental

impacts through a PowerPoint presentatioh. Thereafter, the members of the public,



environméntal activists and other stakeholders may express their views, suggestions,
objections and concerns regarding the proposed projectIf any member of the public or
stakeholder has a written representation or petition concerning the project, the same may also

be submitted during this Public Hearing.

The entire proceedings of the Public Hearing will be recorded in both audio and video
formats. The proceedings, along with the fepresentations and petitions to be given by the
public and other stakeholders, will be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA), Chennai, for further necessary action. Thereafter, the competent
environmental authority will take appropriate action regarding the grant of Environmental
Clearance, in accordance with the applicable rules, regulations and procedures. He requested
the District Revenue Officer to kindly take over the proceedings and preside over the Public

Hearing.

Environmental Consultant, Geo Technical Mining Solutions, Chennai:

The Environmental Consultant, on behalf of Geo Technical Mining Solution, welcomed
the District Revenue Officer, Karur, who had presided over the Public Hearing meeting
convened for the proposed ordinary stone and gravel quarry‘ project of Thiru. M.
Kumaravadivel at Anjur Village. He also welcomed the District Environmental Engineer, Karur,
all government officials, revenue department officials, police personnel, members of the press
and media, social activists, representatives of non-governmental organizations, and all
members of the general public who had attended the meeting. He has proceeded to provide a
detailed explanation regarding the proposed project, its environmental aspects, the proposed
quarrying activities, and the various measures to be adopted for environmental protection,

pollution control, and the welfare and safety of the local community.

The Environmental Consultant'fljrther explained that the total extent of the proposed
quarry is 1.72.0 hectares, and that the total extent of the quarry cluster falling within a 500-
metre radius is 15.84.05 hectares. He stated that, with regard to the Public Hearing,
advertisements had been published one month in advance, on 22.07.2026, in both Tamil and
English newspapers, as per the prescribed procedure. He further informed that, on behalf of
the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, awareness regarding the Public Hearing had also
been created in the Anjur Village area through the distribution of public awareness pamphlets
by the District Pollution Control authorities. '

He explained that the proposed project is located entirely within 1.72.0 hectares of patta
land. Thiru. M. Kumaravadivel had submitted an application to the District Geology and Mining
Department on 18.08.2025 seeking permissioh for the proposed quarry project on his patta
land situated in Anjur Village. As per the Environmental Impact Assessment Notification dated
14.09.2004, since the proposed project falls within a quarry cluster having an area of more
than 5 hectares and less than 25 hectares, the project has been classified under Category B1.

A satellite imagery map covering a 500-metre radius around the proposed project area
was presented. The proposed quarry was clearly marked in red colour on the map. The details
of the existing and proposed quarries located within the 500-metre radius were also presented

in tabular form. Based on the assessment, the estimated quantity of minerals proposed to be



- 'excavated over a period of 10 years comprises approximately 1,83,357 cubic metres of
-.ordinary stone and 5,643 cubic metres of gravel. -

‘He further explained thaj(, as part of thelBasev_Iyin_e‘ Environmental Monitoring Programme,
continuous environmental monitoring and data collection were carried out for a period of three
months, from March 2026 to May 2026. 'Basel_ine data reléting to ambient air quality, water
quality, land/soil characteristics, noise Ievels, and the socio-economic conditions of the
surrounding area were collected during this period. =
The collected environmental samples and dat‘aAreIating to soil, water, nbise and air quality,
along with other relevant environmental parameters, were analysed at Accuracy Analabs Pvt.
Limited, an 'accreditéd environmental laboratory. The results obtained from the baseline
environmental monitoring were used for assessing the existing environmental conditions of the
project area and its surroundings. -

The Environmental Consultant also.e'xplained in detail the various advantages and
potential impacts .of the proposed quarry project, including its environmental, social and
economic aspects. He further described the proposed measures for mitigating adverse
environmental impacts, ensuring pollution control, maintaining environmental quality, and
safeguarding the health, safety and welfare of the Iocalbcom}munity.

He concluded by stating that all relevant positive and negative aspects of the proposed project,
along with the environmental management and fnitigation 'rvneasures proposed to address the

pdtential impacts, had been duly explained to the participants of the Public Hearing.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadl'j Pollution Control Board, Karur:

The District Environmental Engineer, Karur, informed the gathering that the members of
the public and environmental activists may now express their views, suggestions, concerns,
and opinions regardihg the proposed project.

The details of the participants who took part in the event and expressed their
- views are given below: |

1. Thiru. Palanisamy, Velayuthampalayam Village:

He stated that he had no objection to grant permission to Mr. Kumaravadivel Quarry in the
public hearing meeting. |

2. Thiru. Duraisamy, Thaatharakadu village: -

He informed that he had no objection to grant permission to Mr. Kumaravadivel Quarry.

3. ITmt. Gowri, Saaliyamkaatupallam village:

He informed that he had no objection to grant permission to Mr. Kumaravadivel Quarry.

4. Thiru. Murugesh, Kolanthapalayam village:

- He informed that he had no objection to grant permission to Mr. Kumaravadivel Quarry.

5. Thiru. Kathirvel, Subbankaadu:

He stated that the above-mentioned quarry project is located adjacent to their area and,

when compared with other locations, the expenses are comparatively lower. He further



stated that the materials would be readily available at a lower cost, resulting in reduced
transportation expenses. He also stated that quality materials would be available. In view of

" the above reasons, he welcomed the proposed project.

6. Tmt. Latha, Rangasamy Kovil:

She stated that he had no objectiOh to grant permission to Mr. Kumaravadivel Quarry in the

said location.

7. Thiru. Venkatesh, Velayuthampalayam Villa(Le:'
He stated that he had no objection to grant permission to Mr. Kumaravadivel Quarry in the

public hearing meeting.

8. Thiru. Subramani, Rangasamy kovil:

He informed that he had no objection to grant permission to Mr. Kumaravadivel Quarry in

the public hearing meeting.

9. Thiru. Muthusamy, Kangeyampalayam Village:

He stated that he had no objection to grant permission to Mr. Kumaravadivel Quarry in the
public hearing méeting.

10. Thiru. S.Sambath, Foward Block Party, Karur:

On behalf of the Karur District Forward Block Party, he stated that there was no objection to

grant permission for Mr. Kumaravadivel's quarry.

11. Tmt. M.Jebakani, Ramanathapuram:

' She stated that the operation of the above-mentioned Company’s stone quarry would
contribute to the development of the surrounding villages. He further stated that the
company provides educational facilities, road facilities, various other amenities, and
employment opportunities to the people of Anjur Village. He also stated that the operation
of fhe stone quarry has resulted in the undertaking of several consfruction activities and has
contributed to the development of industries.‘ In view of the above, she welcomed the

proposed project.

12. Thiru. Muthu, NGO, Villupuram:
He stated that there was no objection to the establishment of the above-mentioned quarry,

~provided that it is operated in such a manner that it does not cause any inconvenience or

adverse impact to the public.

13. Thiru. Shanmugam, Tamilnadu Environmen't Protection Association, Karur

He expressed his gratitude, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Mdvement, to the District Revenue Officer presiding over and conducting the public hearing
jointly organized by the District Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
in respect of the proposed Ordinary Stone and Gravel Quarry project of Mr. Kumaravadivel,
proposed to be established over an extent of 1.72.0 hectares in Survey Nos. 775/1D,
775/1E and 807/2A, Anjur Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District, He thanked the District



Environmentai Engineer, the reside‘hts,of the Anjur area, journalists and social activists who
were present at the public hearing. | »

He stated that the operation ofproposedstone quarry is required to be carried out
strictly in accordance with the provisions and procedures prescribed under the Tamil Nadu
Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. As per the said Rules, permission should not be
gravnted if houses, village habitation areas, permanentAstructures, temples, hamlets, DTCP-
approved residential plots or residential plots approved by the local body are located within
a radius of 300 metres from the proposed qruarr'y site, or if water sources are located within
- 500 metres. |

He further stated that there are government-approved houses located approximately
300 metres to the north-east of th_e proposed quarry site, and that the same are shown in
the village map and field map. He stated that they have been repeatedly raising this issue
in every public hearing and have been 're'questing that permission be granted only after
properly sub-dividing each survey field number. _

He stated that extensive studies are continuously being undertaken across Tamil Nadu
regarding quarries extracting minerals far in excess of the permitted quantities, and that
compensation has been collected from éevera_l quarries for such violations. Therefore, he
reiterated their request that quarry permissions should:be issued only after proper sub-

division of the survey numbers. He pointed out that the} project document mentions Survey
" No. 1E with a particular portion, and stated that the survey number should be properly sub-
divided so that the exact portion from which quarrying is permitted can be clearly identified.
Similarly, he stated that Survey No. 807/2A should also be properly sub-divided before
granting permission. He stated that, despite their repeated requests in various public
hearings, these requirements continue to be violated.

He further étated that there are houses and other structures within the 300-metre radius
surrounding the proposed quarry. He clarified that this was not merely their own
observation, but that the details were also available in thé project's EIA report. Referring
specifically to Page 118 of the EIA report, he stated that the project proponent itself had
mentioned the presence of a crusher unit at a distance of approximately 290 metres to the
north-west of the proposed quarry. Similarly, he stated that the project documents
themselves indicate the presence of two sh’eds and two farm houses at distances of
approximately 270 metres, 280 metres, 230: metres and 260 metres on the eastern side.

He further stated that, on the eastern and south-eastern sides, at distances of
approximately 180 metres, 230 metres and 289 metres, the project summary report
mentions the presence of a coir industry, a brick kiln and three houses. In view of the above
circumsténces, he questioned how permission could be granted for the proposed stone
quarry. He stated that, conducting the public hearing itself was improper, as the project site
appeared to involve violations of the prescribed rules.

He reiterated that, under the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959,
- permission should not be granted for a quarry if houses, residential plots or village
habitation areas are situated within a radius of 300 metres from the quarry site. He

therefore stated that, considering the various alleged violations of the prescribed rules, the



proposed project was not eligible for approval and that the public hearing itself was not
justified under the prevailing circumstances. |

'He further stated that there are several temporary houses located within a distance of
| 300 metres from the proposed quarry site, which are shown in Google Maps. He further
stated that, on examining the area surrounding the proposed quarry, approximately 12
houses are shown in Google Ma’pe. He stated that the Google Map imagery is based on
latitude and longitude coordinates and, the locations cannot be falsely represented in such
mapping. He pointed out that a shed/house is shown at a distance of 229.42 metres from
the proposed quarry site. He stated that the same is also reflected in the village map and
field map. |

However he stated that the Vlllage Administrative Offlcer (VAO) map has not been
included in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report. He had contacted the
Village Administrative Officer on the previous day and obtained the relevant map for
" verification and discussion. He further pointed out that a house is located at a distance of
293.80 metres from the proposed quarry site. He stated that this location was identified in
Google Maps based on latitude and longitude coordinates. Similarly, he stated that a house
is located at a distance of 228.94 metres, which is also identified through Google Maps
using latitude. and longitude coordinates. He stated that the same should also be reflected
in the village map and the relevant revenue records, including the A-Register.

He further stated that a house is shown at a distance of 186.17 metres from the
proposed quarry site and that the same is reflected in the village map as well as the A-
Register. Similarly, a house is shown at a distance of 209.82 metres in Google Maps,
based on latitude and longitude coordinates, and that this location is also reflected in the
village map. Since the village map has not been properly enclosed with the documents,
only a‘Topo Sketch has been provided. He further pointed out that the'village map was
shown in the Project Summary Report" presented during the hearing, whereas, on
examining the EIA document, only the FMB map and Topo Sketch had been included. He
stated that this was an improper representétion of the actual site conditions.

He further stated that a house is located at a distance of 241.50 metres from the
proposed quarry site and that the same is shown in the village map. He stated that its
location was.also identified in Google Maps based on latitude and longitude coordinates. A
water tank is located at a distance of 182.43 metres from the proposed quarry site. The
water tank is a government structure used for supplying drinking water to the village
through the local Panchayat. Due to the presence of this government water-supply
structure within the prescribed distance, permission should not be granted for the proposed
quarry. Similarly, he stated that a house is located at a distance of 285.20 metres, which is
shown in the village map and identified through latitude and longitude coordinates. A house
is located at a distance of 269.71 metres, which was identified through Google Maps based
on latitude and longitude coordinates and, according to him, is also reflected in the A-
Register. Another house is located at a distance of 282.62 metres, which is also shown
based on latitude and longitude coordinates.

He further pointed out that the Noyyal irrigation canal passes at a distance of

approximately 133.42 metres from the proposed quarry site and that the same is also



shown in the relevant map. Another house is located at a distance of 253.11 metres, within
the 300-metre radius from the proposed. quarry boundary, and that the same is shown in
the field map. He stated that this Igggt‘ion. was identified based on latitude and longitude
coordinates. There are approximate‘lhy 10 houses?',?one water tank, and an irrigation canal
passing at a distance of approximately 133—135 metres around the proposed quarry site.
Based on these circumstances, he stated that permission should not be granted for the
proposed quarry. ;

He further pointed out that the Village Admlnlstratlve Officer has issued a certificate in
~ connection with the proposed quarry and raised concerns regarding the correctness and
completeness of the information furnished in the said certificate. The subject land is
situated in Karur District, Pugalur Taluk, N. Anjur Village, comprising Punsei Survey Nos.
775D, 775/1E Part and 807/2A,vcoverin_g a total extent of 1.72 hectares. As per the village
records, the said lands are registered in the names of Tmt. Rajalakshmi, wife of Thiru.
Kumaravadivel, under Patta No. 2378, and Thiru. Muthusamy, son of Ramasamy Gounder,
under Patta No. 1625. Thiru. Kumaravadivel has applied for the grant of quarrying lease
rights for the extraction of ordinary stones and gravel from the above-mentioned land.

It has been certified by the VAO who submitted the report that, within a radius of 300
metres from the said survey field, there are no burial grounds, residential houses,
Government-approved residential Iayouté, valuable trees, or any important
structures/monuments. However, this information is factually incorrect. Since the report
submitted by the VAO contains incorrect information, it is requested that appropriate legal
action be initiated against the concerned Village Administrative Officer for furnishing false
and misleadin‘g information. '

As clearly indicated in the E‘nvironmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report, there are
residential houses, house plots, village habitation areas (Oor Natham), and a water storage
tank within the 300-metre radius of thé proposed quarry. Therefore, permission for the
proposed quérry should not be granted under any circumstances, considering the potential
environmental and public safety impacts.

Further, the Noyyal River is flowing approximately 0.96 km to the north of the proposed
- quarry site. If‘quarrying operations are per'mitted‘and excavation is carried out to a depth of
approximately 30 metres (about 100 feet), there ié a possibility of groundwater and/or river-
related water entering the quarry area. This may create serious environmental and safety
concerns. Hence, permission should not be granted for the proposed quarry without
thoroughly assessmg this risk.

It is also observed that the EIA Report does not provide proper and accurate details
regarding the houses and the population residing within the 10-kilometre radius of the
proposed project site. Accurate population and habitation data are essential for conducting
a proper assessment of the socio-economic conditions and impacts on the local
community. If the population figures themselves are understated or inadequately reported,
- it raises a serious question as to how a proper socio-economic impact assessment could
have been carried out and presented in the EIA Report. Therefore, the information
furnished in the EIA Report appears to contain substantial inaccuracies and omissions
concerning the actual residential population and surrounding habitations.



Further, the proposed quarry site has_beén classified in the EIA Report as falling under
Seismic Zone Il. However, it is pertinent to point out that an earthquake measuring
approximately 3.5 on the Richter scale was recorded in’ Karur District about two years ago
~in an area where iI‘IegaI quarrying activities had previously been carried out. In addition,
loud blasting/explosion-like sounds are frequently heard in the surrounding area. Despite
enquiries being made regarding the source and nature of such sounds, no proper
explanation has been provided to the local residents to date.

In view of the above facts, particula'rly the presence of residential houses and other
sensitive features within the 300-metre radius, the proximity of the Noyyal River, the
inadequate and allegedly incorrect population and habitation details in the EIA Report, and
the concerns relating to seismic activity and blasting, it is strongly requested that the
proposed quérry should not be granted Environmental Clearance, quarrying permission, or
any other statutory approval. The competent authorities are also requested to conduct a
fresh and independent field inspection and verification of the actual ground conditions,
~including the residential houses, approved and unapproved house plots, village habitation
areas, water étorage structures, trees, river and water-related features, population within
the prescribed study area, and other envirohmentally sensitive locations before considering
the proposal. _

Furthel.'more,' it has been stated that the proposed quarry would involve excavation up to
a depth of approximately 30 feet. At present, the groundwater situation in this area is
extremely critical. In several locations, borewells have to be drilled to depths of
approximately 500 to 600 feet to obtain water. Such a severe decline in the groundwater
table clearly demonstrates the existing water scarcity in the area.

Even the areas along the Cauvery River are presently found to be dry. The District
Collector has reportedly issued orders for the closure of several wells that have been dug
along the Cauvery riverbank and has also instructed the concerned authorities to
disconnect the electricity service connections associated with such wells. This
demonstrates the seriousness of the prevailing groundwater and water scarcity situation.

Due to the severe shortage of water, it has not been possible to releaée adequate water
even for Kuruvai cultivation. If the present situation continues, there is a possibility of
severe drinking-water shortages affecting as many as 25 districts. The fundamental reason
for this worsening situation is the continUed destruction and degradation of natural
resources and the environment.

He stated that he has repeatedly raised serious objections regarding the deficiencies in
the EIA Report. Even during the meeting conducted approximately two years ago, we
specifically requested that the required 45 categories of supporting documents should be
properly enclosed with the project proposal. For conducting a public hearing in connection
with the establishment of the propbsed quarry, an A1 Notice is required to be issued. The
public hearing process is intended to obtain the views and objections of the affected public,
and the details of the persons who participated, including their names and representations,
are required to be properly recorded and enclosed with the project documents. However,
when questioned as to whether these documents have actually been enclosed, it is found

that the relevant records have not been provided.



Simil'arly, a proper field inspection by the Tahsildar, Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO),
Assistant Director and other concerned departmental officials is required. Such officials are
expected to inspect the site where the proposed Kumaravadivel Quarry is to be
established, verify the actual ground conditions, identify the deficiencies and potential
impacts, and submit their respective inspection | reports. However, despite such
requirements, the relevant field inspection reports have not been furnished.

Another major deficiency is that the details of the industries located within the 10-
kilometre radius of the proposed quarry have not been properly provided in the EIA Report,
despite the fact that the operation of the quarry could have environmental impacts on such
 nearby rndustrres and establishments. |

In partrcular Page 122 of the EIA Report states that there are no industries within a
distance of 10 kilometres from the proposed project site. This statement is factually
incorrect and amounts to furnishing misleading information. In reality, a coconut coir factory
is function.ing in the vicinity of the proposed quarry. In addition, approximately five or six
other stone quarries and crusher units are functioning in the surrounding area. These
existing quarrying and crushing activities was not properly identified or disclosed in the EIA
Report. Further, there are also major.rice mills functioning within the 10-kilometre radius of
the proposed quarry. The details of these rice mills have also not been properly included in
the EIA Report. He has also requested that a complete list of ali existing, previously
operated and closed quarries surrounding the proposed quarry site should be furnished
and incorporated along with the District Quarry/Stone Quarry List. However, the information
was not enclosed. The list of the_ quarries presently existing and/or previously operated in
the immediate surrounding area should have been included. in the project documents.
However, upon examination, it is found that even this basic informat'ron has not been
provided. Further, the EIA Report comprises épproximately 450 pages, but the required
details relating to the source from which explosives ére proposed to be procured, the
relevant explosive licence/permissions, and supporting documents concerning the
purchase, stor'age and use of explosives have not b‘een properly enclosed.

The above omissions and disorepanoies raise serious doubts regarding the
~ completeness, accdracy and relivability of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report.
'Therefore, the competent authorities should not consider the present EIA Report as
sufficient for granting Environmental Clearance or other statutory permissions.

In view of the severe groundwater scarcity, the proximity of the Cauvery River and other
water resources, the existence of severél industries, quarries, crusher units and rice mills
within the study area, and the apparent omission of material information and supporting
documents from the EIA Report, the prop_osaldfor establishing the quarry should be rejected
" in the interest of environmental protection, public safety and the welfare of the local
population. The authorities were also requested to conduct fresh,. independent and
comprehensive field verification and to obtain all mandatory records and departmental
inspection reports before taking any decision on the proposed quarry. Furthermore, the
“village map and the list of quarries situated within a 500-metre radius of the proposed

quarry site have not been enclosed with the project documents.



Similariy,_ the approved operational/work plan or proceedings issued by the District
Collector permitting quarrying activities within the 500-metre radius has not been provided.

All these requirements are stipulated under the applicable Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral
Rules. Despite this, the concerned authorities/project proponents have failed to furnish the
| required documents and are not willing to p_rovide the same. |

Further, a Groundwater Irhpact Assessment Repbrt / Hydro geological Report is
required for the area. Such a report should assess the wells, water bodies and other water
resources existing in the surrounding area and determine whether they are likely to be
affected by the proposed quarrying activities. The report should be duly prepared, signed
by the competént authority/person, and enclosed with the project proposal. However, such
a report has also not been enclosed.

Similarly, when asked whether the project proponent' possesses the required Work
Permit Letter, it is found that no such documenf has been furnished. Therefore, it appears
that the quarry project propOnent, and the project consultant have furnished several
- misleading, 'incomplete and potentially fraudulent particulars in the EIA Report, thereby

misleading the Government authorities as well as the general public.

Deficiencies in Environmental Monitoring and Compliance:

The very purpose of conducting a Public Hearing is to ascertain the environmental and
social impacts that may arise from the operation of the proposed quarry and to obtain the
views and objections of the affected public. The operation of the proposed quarry may have
impacts on six major environmental components, namely: Land Environment, Water
Environment, Air Environment, Noise EnVironment, Biological/Ecological Environment and
Socio-Economic Environment.

‘The Public Hearing is intended to discuss these impacts and to ascertain what

mitigation measures will be adopted to prevent or minimize them.
Accordingly, the EIA Report contains various statements regarding the proposed mitigation
measures, including the provision of greenbelt areas, general environmental protection
measures, noise-control measures, protection of biological/ecological conditions, and
conservation of vegetation in the core and surrounding areas.

The EIA Report also states that air quality, noise levels, soil quality and water quality will
be monitored once every six months after commencement of quarrying operations and that
reports will be submitted. However, the important question is whether such reports are
actually being prepared and submitted in practice. If the authorities state that such reports
are being submitted, the relevant monitoring reports should be produced for public
verification. However, no such reports appear to have been made available.

He stated that approximately 126 quarries are presently operating with permission in
Karur District. If all these quarries are complying with the conditions stated in their
respective EIA/Environmental Clearance.ddcuments, they should be conducting monitoring
of air, noise, soil and water quality once evéry six months and submitting the corresponding
reports to the competent authorities. However, when the actual records are sought, such
monitoring reports are reportedly not being made available. This raises a serious concern
that the environmental safeguards and monitoring commitments mentioned in the EIA

Reports may exist only on paper and may not be effectively implemented on the ground.



Concerns Regarding Baseline Environmental Data:

There is also a serious concern regardlng the Terms of Reference (ToR) applicable to
the proposed quarry e R

Although the environmental clearance process for the present quarry is being
undertaken now, it has been stated that air pollution, water quality and noise-level studies
were already conducted approximately two years prior to the present approval process. The
project consultant has reportedly stated that permission is available to use such
environmental baseline data for a period of appreximately three years.

We have therefore submitted an application under the Right to Information Act (RTI Act)
“to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Tamil Nadu, seeking
clarification as to whether environmental studies conducted approximately two years before
obiaining the relevant quarry permission—including studies relating to air quality, water
quality and noise levels—can legally and technically be relied upon for the present
Environmental Impact Assessment. However, no reply has been received from SEIAA to
date. ' _

The project consultant has stated that once an environmental study is conducted, the
date may be used for approximately'three years for nearby quarry projects. However, the
authenticity, applicability and legal validity of such a statement require proper verification by
the competent authority. |

Therefore, the authorities should not accept or rely upon such baseline environmental
data without verifying the date of collection, location, sampling methodology, seasonal
conditions, distance from the proposed quarry, laboratory reports, validity period and
applicability of the data to the present project site.

Documents Required Under the Terms of Reference

Furthermore, the Terms of Reference (ToR) specifically requires certain supporting
documents to be enclosed with the project proposal. Among these requirements, the
project propenent should obtain a letter/certificate from the Forest Department/competent
Forest Officer confirming whether anyy forest land exists within or around the proposed
project area. The purpose of obtaining such a certificate is to enable the competent
- authority to verify whether any forest land or forest-related area is present within the project
influence area. If forest land is found to exist, the same should be clearly identified and the .
applicable statutory permissions should be obtained. If no forest land exists, the competent
Forest Department authority should officially certify the same. However, the required Forest
Department certificate/communication has not been properly enclosed with the project
documents. Therefore, all mandatory documents prescribed under the Terms of Reference
should be produced and independently verified before the proposed quarry is considered
for Environmental Clearance or any other statutory approval. .

Furthermore, as required under the applicable procedures, a letter/certificate should be
obtained from the Department of Archaeology regarding the presence or absence of any
historical monuments, archaeological sites, inscriptions, Jain beds, or other archaeological
remains in and around the proposed quarry area. Such a communication from the

Archaeology Department is essential because only the competent archaeological authority



can officially verify and certify whether any historically or archaeologically' significant
structures of remains exist in the area. For example, it has been stated that there are no
archaeological monuments in Kuppam Village. However, a Jain bed (Samanar Padukkai)
exists at Velayuthampalayam, which is an ‘archaeological and historical feature. Such
important archaeological features have not been properly identified or disclosed in the
project documénts. ‘

If an official letter is obtained from the Archaeology Department and archaeological
remains are identified within the relevant area, the project proponent cannot simply proceed
with the quarryihg proposal without addressing the applicable restrictions and statutory
requirements. Therefore, the required Archaeology Department certificate/communication
should be obtained and enclosed before the project is considered for approval.

Similarly,  the  project prdponent is required to obtain relevant
communications/certificates from the Public Works Department (PWD), Tamil Nadu Water
Supply and Drainage Board (TWAD'Board); and the Block Development Officer (BDO)
~ concerning the water bodies, water resources, drainage channels and other water-related
features existing in the surrounding area. These‘documents are necessary to establish the
actual status and location of water bodies and other water resources in the project area.
However, the required communications have not been enclosed with the project proposal. It
was also stated that there are approved houses and residential plots in the surrounding
area. If such residential layouts have been approved by the local Panchayat or if DTCP
approval has been granted, the relevant approval records should be obtained from the
competent land/revenue authority and enclosed with the project documents. Such official
records would clearly establish the actual location and status of the residential
developments surrounding the proposed quarry. These records would demonstrate the true
ground situation, particularly the existence of residential houses and approved house plots
within the 300-metre radius. Contrary to these facts, the concerned VAO has submitted a
statemeht that there are no houses within 300 metres of the proposed quarry site. This
statement is factually incorrect. The existence of houses within the 300-metre radius can be
verified from the Village Map, Field Measurement Book/Field Map, revenue records and
satellite imagery/Google Maps. These sources clearly indicate the presence of residential
structures and house plots within the said radius. Therefore, the statement furnished by the
VAO regarding the absence of houses within 300 metres requires immediate verification by
the competeht authorities.

Similarly, if the DTCP authorities alre requested to certify that there are no houses or
approved residential developments within the 300-metre radius, such a statement cannot
reasonably be issued if official records themselves establish the existence of residential
structures, approved house plots and Government water storage structures within the
prescribed distance. Therefore, the competent authorities should independently verify the
Village Map, Field Map, revenue records, DTCP approvals and actual ground conditions
rather thah relying solely upon the report submitted by the VAO. If residential houses,
approved house plots, village habitation and Government water-storage structures are
actually located within the prescribed 300-metre radius, the proposal itself requires

thorough examination under the applicable Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Rules and other



’eni/ironmental regulations. In such circumstances, the proposed quarry should not be
permitted merely on the basis of an incorrect or ih'complete local inspection report.

 He therefore request the project cons‘uitant ‘{o enclose all the mandatory supporting
documents, certificates, maps, depai:th‘iehtel 'édir\rirhlinications and inspection reports before
proceeding further with the proposal. Only when all the relevant documents are made
available, the affected public properly examine the proposal and raise meaningful
objections during the Public Hearing.Environmentai decisions of this nature should be
based on accurate facts, transparent docuinentation and actual ground conditions, rather
than incomplete or misleading information. It must also recognize that human beings
cannot survive in the long term if we continue to - destroy and degrade the natural
environment on which our lives depend. The increasing environmental and public-health
concerns in society demonstrate the seriousness of environmental degradation. When even.
very young children are reportedly experiencing serious health problems, including
congenital heart-related con.dition}s and vision problems requiring spectacles, it is a matter
- of serious concern and highlights the need to protect the environment and natural

resources for present and future generations.

Explosives and Blasting Operations:

Furthermere, the project documents do not contain the required details regarding the
explosives proposed to be used for quarrying operations. There is no clear information
regarding from where the explosives are being procured, the quantity procured, the relevant
" licence/permission, or the supporting records relating to their purchase, transportation,
storage and use. Whereas, the project proposal states that blasting operations are
proposed to be carried out only between 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. It was also stated that
only the specified type of permitted blasting explosives are proposed to be used. Therefore,
the project .proponent should produce the complete sfatutory records relating to the
explosives, including the source of procurement, licence/permission, quantity, storage
arrangements, transportation details and records of actual use, for verification by the
competent authorities. The proposed blasting schedule and the type of explosives to be
used should also be strictly verified against the applicable statutory requirements and
safety conditions before any permission is granted.
| Furthermore, it is stated that all the 126 quarries operating in Karur District use the
prescribed type of blasting explosives. However, only a few quarries are reportedly using
the specified blasting explosives, while other typ’es of explosives are allegedly being used
in several quarrying operations. Large-scale blasting operations can cause greund
vibrations, excessive noise, air- pollution and the generation of particulate matter/dust.
These impacts can adversely affect nearby residential areas, buildings, agricultural
activities, public | health and the general environment. It was also reported that,
approximately one year ago, an assessmeni relating to air pollution and its health impacts
was conducted in Tamil Nadu by a team from Delhi, and the report indicated that exposure
to air pollution could contribute to serious health problems, including Type 2 diabetes. The

report particularly highlighted the vulnerability of children to air-pollution-related health
impacts.



Based on such concerns, lnstructlons/crrculars were reportedly issued for conducting
health-related assessments and taking appropriate action in respect of children studylng in
CBSE schools. This issue was also raised by us during the previous public
hearing/meeting. Therefore, merely stating in the project documents that the proposed
quarry will use the specified type of blasting explosives does not provide sufficient
~assurance. It is ‘necessary to ensure that the prescribed explosives are actually used
throughout the operatlon and that the use of any unauthorized or prohibited explosives is
strictly prevented. It is also not clear whether the proposed quarry will actually use the
specified blasting explosives after commencement of operations. Therefore, strict
monitoring and enforcement mechanisms should be established before granting

permission.

- Ground Vibration and Blasting Impacits:

The project documents state that ground vibrations generated during blasting will be
monitored using appropriate seismoIogical/vibration-monitoring equipment. However, the
question is whether the existing quarries are actually carrying out such monitoring and
submitting the corresponding reports to the competent authorities. If all the permitted
quarries are required to monitor ground vibrations generated during blasting, the authorities
should produce the relevant ground-vibration monitoring reports for verification.

In several areas affected by quarrying operations, complaints have been raised
regarding cracks in residential buildings, damage to borewells, and stones being
thrown/falling into areas where members of the public are present, resulting in injuries and
property damége. Very recently, approximately 15—20 days ago, an incident was reported
near Kandhén Blue metal, where a stone allegedly fell on a person travelling along the
road, resulting in a serious dispute and public concern. Furthermore, approximately 7-8
quarries are already operating in the surrounding area. The cumulative impact of blasting
operations from these multiple quarries must therefore be taken into consideration while

assessing the environmental and safety impacts of the proposed new quarry.

Transparency Regarding Quarry Permissions ,
He stated that he has obtained information under the Right to Information Act (RTI Act)

concerning the approximately 126 quarries operating in Karur District. The information

obtained indicates that several quarrying operations are reportedly being carried out without
proper or valid permissions. He has repeatedly requested the TNPCB to ensure that every
permitted quarry displays a proper information board_at the quarry site. Such a board
should clearly indicate: Name and location of the quarry; Name of the quarry
operator/leaseholder; Details of the applicable permission; Date of commencement of
permission; Date of expiry of the permission; Permitted extent and quarrying depth; and
other relevant statutory approval details. This information should be displayed prominently
so that the general public can easily verify whether the quarry is operating legally and within
the period of validity of its permission. However, such information boards are not displayed
at several quarries. This lack of transparency makes it difficult for members of the public to

verify the legal status of quarrying operations.



Greenbelt Development:

The project proponent has stated that a substantial amount of money, approximately
Rs. 2-3 lakh, will be spent for "este'blishing and maintaining a greenbelt around the
proposed quarry. It has also been stated fﬁétﬁépp‘roximately 853 trees will be planted as
part of the greenbelt development. However, several qUarries are already operating in the
surrounding‘area, and the important question is whether those existing quarries have
actually estabiished and maintained the greenbelt promised in their respective project
documents. In practice, it is observed that greenbelt development has not been properly
implemented in several existing quarries. |

‘He has further stated that Karu:r District pres'ently has only approximately 2% greenbelt,

with significant greenbelt coverage ‘rebmai_ning only in certain areas such as the Kadavur
| region. In fhe neighbouring Tiruppur District, the green cover is reportedly around 4%. The
destruction of vegetation and natural gree_n> cover in Karur District is therefore a serious
environmental concern. If every quarry operator were actually to plant and maintain even
200 trees per quarry, the 126 permitted quarries in Karur District could collectively
contribute approximately 25,200 'trees, which would significantly improve the green cover in
the district. Therefore, the project proponent should not merely make a paper commitment
to spend mon‘ey on greenbelt development. The authorities should ensure that the
proposed number of trees are actually planted, protected, maintained and independently
verified. | o ‘

The Government itself spends substantial amounts of public money on tree planting and
- environmental restoration programmes. QUarry operators should also be strictly required to
fulfil their greenbelt obligations so that quarrying activities do not further degrade the natural
environment. The EIA Report should also contain complete details of the existing and
previously operated quarries in the surrounding area. He has requested that the project
documents include details such as: Existing operating quarries; Closed/abandoned
quarries; Mining Plans of such quarries; Approved quarrying areas; Final pit dimensions;
Excavation depth; Environmental clear'anoes and other statutory approvals; and The
cumulative environmental impacts of these existing- and former quarrying activities.
However, these details was not enclosed with the EIA Report. Without assessing the
cumulative impacts of the existing 68 qu‘arries in the surrounding area, it would not be
- scientifically appropriate to assess the environmental impacts of the proposed new quarry
in isolation.

Labour Welfare and Safety:

The project documents state that the proposed quarry will provide significant
employment opportunities and that the welfare of quarry workers will be properly

maintained. However, Karur District has witnessed multiple fatalities in quarrying
B operations, including several deaths reported approximately 3—4 years ago. Therefore,
worker safet.y and labour welfare must be treated as a critical issue rather than merely
being mentioned as a benefit of the project; Where the number of workers employed in an
establishment exceeds the applicable statutory threshold, the workers must be provided
~with the relevant statutory social-security benefits, including EPF/PF, ESI, insurance and

other applicable labour-welfare benefits, as required by law. However, complaints have



been raised that workers employed in qu‘arrying activities are not consistently provided with
such basic statutory benefits. It has been alleged that workers are not being provided with
or enrolled for: ESI benefits; Provident Fund (PF/EPF); Insurance coverage; Applicable
Dearness Allowance (DA); and Other statutory labour-welfare and safety benefits.
Therefore, before granting permission to the proposed' quarry, the competent authorities
" should ensure that all workers are provided with their legally mandated employment, social-
security, insurance, health and safety benefits. The project proponent should also submit
documentary evidence demonstrating .compliance with all applicable labour and

occupational-safety requirements.

Verification of Air Quality Monitoring

The Terms of Reference states that air-quality monitoring will be carried out at
approximately 67 locations in and around the project area. However, the exact locations at
which the air-quality monitoring instruments are installed have not been clearly explained.
Air-quality monitoring requires continuous operation of monitoring equipment and,
depending on fhe equipment used, a reliable electricity supply for the prescribed monitoring
period.

The project proponent should therefore clearly disclose the deta||s on the exact
locations of all air-quality monitoring stations; the dates on which the monitoring equipment
was installed: duration for which the equipment operated; source of electricity used for
operating the equipment; electricity service connection/meter details used for the
monitoring stations; electricity consumptilon during the monitoring period; electricity bills or
other documentary evidence supporting the monitoring activity; calibration certificates of the
monitoring instruments; and the Iaboratory/teehnical reports generated from the monitoring.

These details are important because that environmental baseline data may sometimes
be prepared by copying and pasting information from earlier quarry projects rather than by
conducting genuine, sité-specific monitoring at the proposed project location. Therefore, the
authorities should independehtly verify whether the aiyr-quality monitoring reported in the
EIA was actually conducted at the stated Iecations and for the stated duration, and whether
the data genuinely represents the envrronmental condltlons prevailing at the proposed
quarry site. The EIA Report should be based on genuine, site-specific, current and
verifiable environmental data, and not on recycled or copied information from other quarry
projects. |

About four years ago, it came to his knowledge that there was no laboratory named
Omega Lab functioning in Namakkal District. However, by stating that such a laboratory
existed, approvals were obtained for more than 150 stone quarries across Tamil Nadu. He
submitted a complaint regarding the said Omega Lab to the District Collector and also
approached the Namakkal District Collector seeking clarification. Based on the enquiry, it
was found that the owner of Omega Lab had been deceased for more than five years.
Despite this, the old laboratory reports were allegedly being used by way of copying and
pasting the same reports for different quarries. Therefore, he submitted a complaint to the
District Collector requesting that appropriate action be taken against the persons
responsible. Action has been initiated based on our complaint. He also requested that

appropriate action be taken against the Project Summary/Environmental Report preparer,



including consideration of blacklisting the concerned person and therefore request that
- suitable action be taken in this regard. False or fabricated information must not be furnished
in an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report. The public reads these reports and
expresses its,views' based on the inform’ationv.provided in them. If false information is
included in the report, it becomes impossible for the public to identify and understand the
actual facts and provide informed opinions. | ’

It was also stated that the laboratory reports take approximately three months to
prepare. However, when the laboratory reports are examined, there appear to be serious
doubts regarding their authenticity. If the air;quality monitoring was genuinely carried out at
six locations, the exact locations where the air samples were collected must be clearly
disclosed. The report should specify the preciee locations, dates, monitoring details, and
other relevant particulars. Simply stating that air samples were collected from six locations
is not sufficient. The authorities must clearly explain where these six monitoring stations
were actually located and provide supporting records to establish that the monitoring was
genuinely conducted. Further, adequatei publicity is not being given regarding the public
hearing for this quarry project. He repeatedly stated that posters should be printed and

~displayed in the respective localities so that the people living in those areas become aware
of the proposed quarry and participate in the public hearing. For the public hearing of this
quarry, approximately Rs. 2 lakh is repor’tedly being spent on advertisements in English
newspapers. The question is: how many ordinary residents of this locality are actually going
to read such advertisements. Instead, if posters costing around Rs. 2,000-3,000 were
printed and displayed prominently in the affeotéd villages and surrounding areas, the local
| people would become aware of the proposed quarry, the possible environmental impacts,
and the problems that may arise due to its operation. Based on such information, the
affected people would be able to participate in the public hearing and express their views.
There should also be a proper assessment of the health impacts on people living within
a 10-kilometre radius of the proposed quarry. If the health conditions of the people living in
this area have been studied over the past ten years, the authorities would be able to
determine what types of illnesses and 'health problems have occurred among the local
population. Therefore, he request that the relevant health and medical reports of the
population living within a 10-kilometre radius be collected and annexed to the project
documents. The project propohent is seeking permission for the quarry to operate for a long
period. Initially, permission is being sOught for five years, and subsequently the quarry is
proposed to operate for a longer period, potentially up to ten years. Therefore, the EIA
report should clearly explain how the operation of the quarry over such a period would
affect the social, economic, environmental and living conditions of the surrounding
population. Thereport must specifically assess the impacts arising from quarry blasting,
including dust emissions, air pollution, noise, vibrations and other environmental
disturbances, and explain what health'impacts may be caused to the people living in the
surrounding areas. It is also his objection that the present proposal has failed to properly
disclose or has concealed the existence of nearby villages, residential houses and other
habitation in and around the proposed quarry: site. Therefore, he request the authorities to

verify the actual ground conditions, residential settlements, villages and other sensitive
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locations surrounding the quarry site and ensure that all such information IS accurately
incorporated into the EIA report before granting any environmental clearance or other
statutory approval. '

‘The Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board has published a book relating to this area of
Karur District. In that document, details have been provided regarding the areas where
water bodies énd groundwater resources are affected. This particular area has been
classified as an “Over Exploited Area.” The fact that this area is already affected in terms of
groundwater availability has been clearly indicated in the publication of the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board. Therefore, this aspect élso needs to be properly examined before
granting permission for the proposed quarry. If the quarry operates strictly in accordance
with the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, he would have no objection for the
same. Th.eir continued objections during public hearings are only because violations of the
applicable rules can cause serious impacts:to the general public. He has been pointing out
that there are several violations and discrepancies associated with this proposal. Under
such circumstances, he stated that this quarry should not be permitted to operate in any
manner unless all the applicable rules and statutory requirements aré fully complied with.

It was also stated that CSR/mineral development funds will be provided by the project
proponent. However, only Rs. 2 lakh or Rs. 3 lakh is being proposed as CSR assistance,
such as support to schools and other local activities. On the other hand, when we look at
the actual use of the public roads, vehicles car.rying approximately 100 tonnes, 80 tonnes
and 70 tonnes of material are reportedly operating on these roads. The Government
collects substantial tax revenue from the public, and it is from such public funds that roads
and other infrastructure are constructed and maintained. Therefore, merely providing a
small amount under the name of CSR and claiming that assistance is being provided to
schools cannot compensate for the damage caused to public infrastructure by the heavy
vehicles transporting quarry materials. |

The carrying capacities for different types of vehicles should be strictly followed. For
Panchayat roads, the permitted load is to be approximately 10 tonnes. For a vehicle with a
single tyre configuration, the permitted carrying capacity is stated to be around 3 tonnes.
But, in practice, this is generally not happening. Similarly, the permissible loads are stated
to include approximately: 7.5 tonnes for a _single-axle vehicle with two tyres; 11.5 tonnes for
| a single-axle vehicle with four tyres; 21 tonnes for trailers ahd semi-trailers; 28.5 tonnes for
hydraulic and other specified trailer configurations; and a maximum permissible gross
weight of approximately 45 tonnes, as applicable.

For Panchayat roads, the permissible load is stated to be only 10 tonnes, whereas on
Major District Roads, the maximum permissible weight is stated to be approximately 45
tonnes. However, in actual practice, vehicles carrying approximately 60 tonnes to 70 tonnes
are reportedly operating even on MDR roads. This results in severe damage to the roads.
The Government of Tamil Nadu has speht approximately Rs. 1 crore for the construction of
certain Panchayat roads. However, due to the continuous movement of heavily overloaded
quarry vehicles, the condition of such roads deteriorates within a very short period. For
exémple; the Velliyanai Road was laid only about two years ago, but it is already

developing significant potholes and deterioration. This is because hundreds or even



thousands of heavy Taurus trucks, reportedly carrying loads of around 70-80 tonnes, are
travelling on the road on a daily basis, causing extensive damage; The proposed quarry will
also be' subject to prescribed limits regarding the quantity and weight of material that may
be transported. The existing quarries are reported,ly using 16-tyre and 12-tyre heavy trucks,
with individuai vehicles capable of carrying approximately 60 to 80 tonnes ‘of material.
Therefore, he request the authorities to take strict action against such overloaded vehicles
and prevent the use of vehicles that exceed the legally permitted carrying capacity.

If the Project Proponent furnishes false' or misleading information in the project
documents, the competent authorities have the power to take appropriate action, including
réjection or cancellation of the proposal, as 'épplicable‘ under law. Several false, misleading
and incorrect barticulars appear to have been furniéhed in the EIA Report for this proposed
quarry. Therefore, the project should not be granted, environmental clearance or other
~ statutory permissioh based on such incorrect information. He request that the authorities
reject/cancel the present quarry proposal after examining the discrepancies and incorrect
particulars furnished in the project documents. He also request that the authorities verify all
the incorrect statistics, data and factual information contained in the EIA report before
taking any decision. , |

He further requests that important project documents such as the Mining Plan should
also be made available |n Tamil, so that the local people can fully understand the contents.
Unless the Mining Plan and other relevant project documents are provided in Tamil,
ordinary members of the public may not be able to understand the complete details of the
proposal and its potential environmental impacts. Therefore, he request that the Mining
Plan for this quarry also be provided inATa'miI, enabling the local residents to properly
" examine the proposal and submit informed objections or comments.

It is further alleged that several important facts have been concealed while seeking
permission for this quarry. In particular, the project documents have allegedly failed to
properly disclose the presence of residential houses and house plots within 300 metres, as
well as water bddies, water storage tanks and other sensitive |océtions in the surrounding
area. Similarly,‘ the presence of industries within a 500-metre radius has also allegedly not
been properly disclosed in the project documents. Considering the various violations of the
Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, as well as the alleged concealment
and qurnishing of incorrect information ‘regarding houses, house plots, water bodies, water
storage structures, industries and other environmental and social features, he strongly
" request that no permission or environmental clearance whatsoever be granted for this
proposed quarry. |

He therefore request the competent authorities to thoroughly verify all the facts, conduct
a proper field-level inspection, examine the discrepancies in the EIA and Mining Plan, and
reject the proposal for establishment ahd operation of the quarry in the interest of

environmental protection and the safety and welfare of the local publib.

14. Thiru. Rahmaan, Karur:

He welcomed the Revenue Officer, the Engineer, the members of the general public,
- the quarry owners, the media representatives, and the police personnel who have attended
this public hearing conducted by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.



He opined that permission sﬁgﬁld not be g_rantécsj‘ for the Kumaravadivel Quarry. The
reason why he oppose the granting of pérmission is that the Geo Technology Mines project
report contains several statements and claims. It is stated that air and noise pollution
monitoring was carried out at particular Idcations, that a green belt will be established at
specified locations, that water quality was tested at certain'places, and that certain amounts
of funds will be provided for various purpoées, including the use of such funds for schools
and maintenance of roads. He questioned that whether the company that has prepared and
submitted the pfoject report will actually monitor and verify whether all these commitments
are implementéd after the quarry starts functioning. There are already several operating
stone quarries for which project reports were submitted earlier. He asked whether the
company now provide a report confirming that all the commitments and measures
mentioned in those earlier project reports were actually implemented and followed. He
asked whether they continuously monitor whether all the conditions have been complied
with even for a period of six months.

He stated that they are only an ehvironmental consultahcy centre. They do not appear
to have established themselves as an institution specifically authorised to prepare such
project reports. The registration displayed at their establishment itself describes them as an
environmental consultancy centre. If Geo»Technology Mines is functioning merely as an
environmental consultancy centre, on what basis are they preparing and submitting these
project reports. Which Government authority has granted approval or accreditation to this
organisation to prepare such reports. The‘ concerned organisation should produce the
certificate of approval/accreditation issued by the cbmpetent Government authority. If such
certificate is produced and verified, he can have confidence in the authenticity and
- competence of the brganisation. Similarly, it appears that the present project report has not
been independently prepared. Rather, several portions appear to have been copied and
pasted from existing project reports. It was stated that certain studies were carried out near
Aravakurichi. However, when the GPS coordinates are checked, they show Pugalur
instead. This discrepancy appears to oceur repeatedly in their reports.

The documents and records furnished by the VAO should be considered and
incorporated while preparing the project report. Howe\/er, the relevant documents do not
appear to have been properly reflected in the report. For example, the village map clearly
indicates the presence of houses within a distance of 300 metres. However, the project
report states that there are no houses within 300 metres. Therefore, the project report
contains contradictory and inconsistent information. There are already more than five stone
quarries in this area. He questioned whether the existing quarries properly maintaining
green belts and water sprinklers being used to control dust. Dust and soil particles continue
to be generated and dispersed into the éurrounding environment. Even though we are
travelling here in cars and on two-wheelers, the conditions are extremely bad due to the
dust and pollution.

There are prescribed limits regarding the quantity of material that can be transported on
Panchayat roads, local roads and roads under the control of the Highways Department. But

are the vehicles actually transporting materials within those prescribed limits. No, they are



not. The Geo Technology organisation should also examine this issue properly before
submitting its report. |

For the proposed quarry, the project report states that a green belt Wl|| be established
- and trees will be planted. But will they actually plant the required number of trees and
establlsh the green belt. In practice, this is unllkely to happen properly because if trees are
planted in the quarry area, the operators’ may not be able to extract rocks from those
locations. Therefore, merely making a commltment in the project report to establish a green
belt does not guarantee that it will actually be implemented.

The Noyyal River is also located in the surrounding area. If qua’rrying is carried out to

the depths proposed in the project, it could affect the natural geological formations and
groundwater- flow. Rock formations play an important. role in maintaining natural drainage
and groundwater movement. If the natural water flow is significantly obstructed or altered,
agriculture in the surrounding areas may be affected. Even if people drill borewells,
adequate groundwater may not be available. Under such vc,ircumstances, farmers may not
be able to continue agricultural activities. The area is already experiencing water scarcity
and dry conditions. Climatic conditions are also changing continuously. The traditional rainy
seasons are changing, and periode of rainfall are increasingly being replaced by prolonged
dry and hot conditions. Stone quarryingi and the destruction of natural features are also
among the factors that can contribute to environmental degradation.
- He added that the trees are not vbeing planted adequately, and existing natural
resources are being damaged. Therefore, there should be more tree planting and fewer
quarries, rather than permitting additicnal quarrying without properly considering the
cumulative environmental impacts.

There are alternative sources of construction sand available. Several countries,
including countries such as Malaysia, have arrangements for supplying and storing natural
sand. The Tamil Nadu Government and the Central Government should explore alternative
sources of construction sand instead ofvdepending excessively on M-Sand produced
through quarrying. If legally sourced alternative sand is made available and sold in Tamil
Nadu, it could reduce the pressure on stone quarries. There is already a considerable
quantity of sand accumulated at harbour locations. Such resources should be properly
utilised and made available for construction purposes wherever legally and envircnmentally
permissible. This would help construction workers and the construction industry. At the
same time, the price of M-Sand has been 'continuously increasing. There have been
protests and representations by construction engineers and other stakeholders regarding
the increasing cost of construction materials. If additional quarries are permitted under
these circumstances, what benefit will actually reach the ordinary people. It was initially
stated that because stone quarries would be located nearby, construction materials would
be available at lower prices. Construction engineers and other stakeholders have been
protesting because poor and middle-class people are finding it increasingly difficult to
construct houses. The prices of M-Sand, P-Sand and other construction materials have
increased considerably. Under such circumstances, how can it be claimed that establishing

more quarries will necessarily make construction materials cheaper.
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vEconomic dévelopment of the country is certainiﬁfnportant. But the country's economy
cannot be devéloped merely by increasing the number of stone quarries. Inétead, more
industries and productive economic activities should be encouraged. Can a stone quarry
really be considered a conventional industry that benefits the entire public. Today,
quarrying operations have become highly mechanised. Most activities are carried out using
heavy machinery and vehicles. The economic benefit from an individual quarry primarily
goes to the private operator or owner. It cannot automatically be considered a public
welfare activity. ‘

'The Government will receive revenue only when the quarry is operated strictly in
accordance with the applicable Governmeht rules, regulations and statutory requirements.
If the authorities, including the VAOs and other officials, fail to properly conduct inspections
or suppress or overlook violations, then the system cannot function properly. Ultimately, it
appears that private financial interests are being prioritised. These quarries are primarily
established for the benefit of individual private persons and cannot simply be described as
activities carried out in the public interest.

If the Government itself were to undertake an activity strictly for public benefit, it could
be considered a public-interest activity. But when private individuals operate quarries for
their own commercial benefit, the authorities must ensure that the public interest and
environmental protection are given priority. Therefore, it is difficult to understand why
certain officials are preparing reports and facilitating quarry projects for the benefit of
private individuals without adequately cohsidering the actual condition of the people living
in the affected area. The authorities should come to the site and see the actual conditions
of the people living in the surrounding villages. It is not sufficient for an organisation located
elsewhere to operate as an environmental consultancy centre and prepare a report bésed
merely on documents. Some officials and certain Village Administrative Officers are also
providing information that, according to our observations, does not correspond with the
actual ground conditions. Every time, while he attend the public hearings, he requested that
the village map and all relevant statutory/revenue records and supporting documents be
produced and properly examined. Such documents must be thoroughly verified.

The Tahsildar, Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) and District Collector should
personally ensure that the relevant records and ground conditions are properly examined.
Whenever a quarry is proposed, the concerned officials should physically inspect the
proposed quarfy site. Only through such a field inspection can the actual ground situation
be understood. The views of the people living in the affected area must also be properly
considered.

The Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board has issued the advertisement relating to this
project. It is stated that the advertisement was published on the 21st, i.e., last Friday. The
public héaring is being conducted today, and only small notices have reportedly been
pasted at a few locations. Even if approximately Rs. 1,500 were spent to print around 100
notices, those notices could have been distributed and displayed throughout the affected
villages. When substantial amounts of public money and resources are being spent to
conduct a public hearing, adequate publiéity should be given so that the affected people

actually become aware of the meeting. Notices should be displayed in locations where




people can clearly see them. It should also be distributed door-to-door, both in the morning
and evening, so that working people can be informed. Many people leave for work by
around 11.00 a.m. Therefore, merely displaying a smaII notice at one location will not
ensure effective public participation. If the Government ie conducting this public hearing for
the benefit of the people, then the Government should ensure that the prescribed
' procedures are properly followed in letter and spirit. »

The present project report could not have been prepared after properly examining and
applying all the requirements of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, because
several particulars contained in the report appear to be inconsistent with the actual ground
conditions. The report appears to contain information that does not COrresand with the
facts on the greund. | '

Therefore, he request that, before considering the proposal further, the project
proponent and the concerned consultants be directed to prepare and submit a fresh and
comprehensive project report strictly in accordance with the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral
Concession Rules and all other applicable environmental and statutory requirements. The
relevant village maps, revenue records, statutory documents, GPS coordinates, details of
houses and habitations, existing quarries, water bodies, groundwater conditions, road
conditions, transportation routes and other relevant information must be physically verified
before any decision is taken.

He therefore strongly request the Distrtct Administration and the competent authorities
not to grant permission for the establishment and operation of the Kumaravadivel Stone
Quarry. The proposal should be rejected in the interest of environmental protection,
groundwater conservation, agriculture, public health, road safety and the welfare of the

people living in the surrounding villages.

15 Thiru. Poochami, Subbankadu

He informed that the land adjacent to the quarry for Wthh Kumaravadrvel has applied
belongs to him. He said he has no objecthn or difficulty due to the proposed quarry, as he
is residing very close to the site. About ten years ago, there may have been some noise
and vibrations when blasting operations were carried out. However, nowadays, the quarry
operators are using modern blasting technology and explosives, and therefore they do not
experience any fear, significant noise or vibrations from the quarry operations.

During the rainy season, water accumulates in the quarry, and the accumulated
water is discharged. The discharged water is beneficial to the greenery in our agricultural
garden and is also useful for our water requirements Therefore, as people residing
adjacent to the quarry, they do not face any inconvenience or adverse impact due to its
operatlon
_ Further, the quarry has provided employment opportunities to many people in the
village. In particular, several people from the nearby villages have obtained employment
through the quarry. Therefore, he stated that he has no objection to grant permission to
the Kumaravadivel Quarry. Hence, he ~requested the authorities to grant necessary

permission for the quarry to operate, subject to compliance with the applicable rules and
regulations. .



- District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB, Karur:

He informed the participants that persons who had not registered their names could also
speak and express their views regarding the proposed project. He further informed the
participants that, if anyone had any petition, representation or written request regarding the
project, the same could be submitted to the District Revenue Officer.

Thereafter, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, he expressed his
sincere thanks to the District Revenue Officer for attending, presiding over and conducting the
public hearing meeting. He also thanked all the members of public and environmental activists
who participated in large numbers and expressed their views during the public hearing.
Further, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, he expressed his gratitude to the
- officials from the various other departments who participated in the meeting and rendered their
cooperation, as well as to all the police officials who provided effective security arrangements
for the meeting. He also extended his thanks to the members of the press and all media

representatives who attended and covered the public hearing.

Thereaftér, the proceedings of the public hearing were concluded.

District Environmental Engineer District Rewenue Officer

Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board Karur Ristrict
‘h - Karur District '
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